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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

On the IUutnihees* and on the different Works whereon 
ihefi Msmoi&s are grounded. 

THE third confpiracy, which I am now about to 
inveftigate, is that of the Atheijlical Illuminees, 
which at myoutfet f I denominated the con/piracy of 
the Sopbijters of Impiety and Anarchy againji every reli~ 
gion natural or revealed ; not only ajrainjl kings, but 
againji every government f againft w civil fociety $ even 
agairtjt all property luhatfoever. 

The name or Illuminee Which this Seft (the molt 
difaftrous in its principles, the moll extenfive in its views, 
the mod atrocioufly cunning in its means) has chofen, 
is of ancient {landing in the annals of diforganizing 
Sophiftry. It was the n$pie which Manes and his difci- 
ples firll affe&edy gloriantur Manichaife de ccclo Ulumu 
natos.% The firft Roficrucians alfo, who appeared in 
Germany, called themfelves Illuminees. And later, in 
our time, the Martinifts (with many other fefts) have 
pretended to Illuminifm. As an outline for hiftory I 
diftinguiib them by their plots and tenets, and will re- 
duce them into two claffes, the Atheijlical and the The* 
ojbphical Illuminees. Thefe latter more particularly 
comprehend the MartiniJIs, whom I have already men- 
tioned in my fecond volume, and the Swedenbourgians* 
whom I (hall mention in their proper place, where alio 
I fhall give what information I have been able to colleft 
relating to them. The Atheijlical Illuminees are the 
objects of the prefent volume, and it is their confpiracy 
that I mean to difclofe. 

The very numerous letters, books, and manufcripts, 

* The Translator thinks it proper to inform the Reader, that, confi- 
dering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of Pbilofopby, Reafon % &c. 
&c has contributed to diffufe the new-fangled do&rines, he has adopted 
in the prefent volume (which may he faid to he the firll methodical 
work published on the fubject of which it, treats) the words Illuminee, 
JUrnminixe y and lUttminixMtiwi, though Illuminate and Illumination might 
perhaps be more correct expreffions. Every reader will feel, that the 
illumination of the world, and to illuminate mankind, are objedb wor- 
thy of the true philofophcr. But may the man be ever accurft who 
{hall attempt to illuminize his countrymen, or aim at the iUumuiization of 
the world ! T. 

f VoL L Page xxiL } Gaultier, Verbo Manxch«j, Sect. j. 

Vol. III. B 
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yi PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS* 

which I have received ftpec the publication of my pro- 
pofals, has rendered it impoflible for me to comprife 
the propofed inveftigation in one volume. The baleful 

J>rojects of the Seel and the laws for their execution are 
b ftrangely combined, that I thought it neceffary to 
begin by making my reader perfectly acquainted with 
its code ; that is to fay, with the regular progreflion of 
Its degrees, myfteries, and government. 

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am reduced 
to the neceflity of giving a fourth, in which I (hall de- 
velope the Hiftory of Illuminifm, and make an applica- 
tion of the'triple confpiracy to the French Revolution. 
I have more particularly applied myfelf to the inveftiga- 
tion of the legiflative part of this confpiring Sect, as no 
work has yet been publitfied in which the wnole of their 
code is to be found. Detached parts only were to be 
met with Icattered throughout the papers which had 
been feized by the public authority. Thefe.I have col- 
lected and digefted ; thus enabling the reader more 
eafily to judge what has been and what muft have been 
the refult offuch laws. In fuch an undertaking, I feel 
tnyklt bound to lay before the public an account of 
the documents on which I ground mv proofs. The 
following then is a lift of the principal works, with a 
few obfervations on each, that the reader may form his 
own judgment as to their authenticity. 

I. The firft is a collection entitled u Some of the 
* Original Writings of the Sect of Uluminees, which 
« were difcovered on the nth and 12th of October, 
u 1786, at Landfhut, on a fearch made in the Houfe of 
u the Sieur Zwack, heretofore Counfellor of the Regen- 
4i cy ; and printed by Order of His Highnefs the Elector. 
" Munich, by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*." 

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original Wri- 
tings > chiefly containing thofe which were tound on a 
fearch made at the caftle of Sandersdorf, A famous 
haunt of the Illuminees, by order of His Highnefs the 
Elector. Munich, 1787.1 

Thefe two volumes contain irrefragable proofs of the 
moft detcftable confpiracy. They difclofe the principles, 

* Einigc original fchriften des IUuminaten Ordens, welche bey dem 
gewefenen regicrungfrath Zwack, durch vorgennommene haus vitiation 
xu Landfhut den n und n O&ob. 1786, voreefunden worden. Auf 
hochften bcfchl feincr churf firftlichen Durchleucht zum druck befordert, 
Munchen. Gedruckt bey Ant. Franz churfl : hof-buch-dmckcr. 
^V f Nachrichten von weitcrn Original fchriften, &c &c. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. V U 

the objeft, and the means of the Seft; the eflential 
parts of their code, the diligent correfpondence of the 
adepts, particularly that of their chief, and a ftatement 
•of their progrefs and future hopes. The editors indeed 
have carriecf their attention fo far, as to mention by 
whofe hand the principal documents or letters were 
Written. At the" beginning of the firft volume, and on 

-the frontifpiece of the fecond, is (ten the following r#- 
markal'le atlvertifement by order of the Eletior :— 

-* Thofe who may harbour any doubt as to the authen- 
•* ticity of this colle&ion, have only to apply to the 
*♦ office where the fecret archives are klpt, at Munich, 
* and where orders are left to fhow die originals."* 
'• I entreatthat ray readers wiH recoiled this advertift* 
ment whenever they (hall fee thtOriginat Writings cited. 

III. « Th« True* Illttrmnee, or the real and perfea 
" &i/«<i/ of the IHuffiinee ; comprehending the Prepa- 
" ration, the Noviciate, the Minerval Degree, that of 
"the Minor and Major Illuminee, all without addition 
u -or omiffion."— With fcfp<tft to the authenticity of this 
work, we need only quote the teftimony of the Baron 
Knigge, furnamed Pinto, the moft famous of the lllumi- 
nces after the Founder of the Seft ; and who was ac- 

/ tually the chief compiler of its Code, as he tdls us him- 
fclf : u All thefr degrees (fays he) fuch as I compofed 
u them, have been printed this year at Edejfe (Frank- 
^ fort on the Mem) -under the title of the True Ilium* 
" nee. I am ignorant of the aothor ; but they appear 
'" 4i 'exa3ly as they flowed frorp thy pent that is to fay, as 
v^I compiled th<ynt" Thi* certainly is an authenti- 
cated document on the fid, and recognized by tic 
compiler hiriifelf. , 

IV. I now proceed to a work? *bich was puMUhed 
by this fame jEhilo, tinder tile title of * Lajt Objervations, 
"xxrlaft WordrofPhilo, and Anfwers to divers Quefti- 

i u ons on my conne&ibns with the Illumiaecs." In this 
/ work fhito Kniggi* gives us *an account of himfelf aad 
i:of his lUuninifnvof his agreements with the chiefs of 
the Seft, and of his labours for it* His vanity, how- 
, ever, makes. thi* narrative fulfome, The reader will 

• Wer an der aechthek diefcr Terfammtiihg emen zweiiel tf agt, iria* 
- ft ch nur bey den hiefigen geheimen arckk mdden, til wo mas 3lra die 
. wrfchrifiten fejbft vorzu lcgcn hcfchliget ift. Muachdl 46 Mttf 1?8?* 
\ | PkUo'lEfidlidie erfcl5uu%, &a Page ?6» 

•'- B a' 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



,tfjj PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION*. 

obferve in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo- 
pliers who, treat all religious objects with that contempt 
which they themfelves defer ve. This is of noconfequencc; 
he attempts to juftify his own conducl ; his avowals may 
therefore be received in teftimony againft the Seft. 

V. " The laft Works of Spartacus and Philp;" Die 
iteuftcn Arbeiten des Spartacus und Philo. Except the 
Original Writings, this is the moft intelligent and im- 
portant work that has been published on the Iilumi- 
nees. It contains the two degrees of the greateft con- 
liberation both on account of the myfteries revealed in 

t tbem by the Seft, and of the laws laid down for the 
adepts.— Not a (hadow of doubt can be maintained as 

-to the authenticity of this work. Thefe degrees and laws 
tare publiflied with a certificate Of Philo attefting their 
conformity with the original, and under the. feal of the 

. Order. This certificate was fcarcely neceflary. Who- 
ever can read muft eafily perceive that thefe degrees 

-atid thefe laws ore no other than a compilation, and 
often (in the ittoft.eflintial parts) but a copy of the dif- 

rcourfes, precepts attd principles,, contained in the Origi- 

-nd Writings. The puhliftier is a man who has pafled 

. through all the degrees of Illumiififm. More dexterous 
than Phik^ he makes' birrifelf raaftcr of his fecret, and 

! of that of the whole Se&. The better to unmafk Illu- 
minifm, he becomes an Illuminee 5 and he has fo well 
fucceeded, thdt do member of the Order Was better ac- 
quainted with it than himfelf. ; 

VI. The fame writer has publiflied A Critical Hiftorf of 
- the Degrees of Illumini/in,a valuable ^ork,'in which every 

thing is proved from the very letters of the grand adepts. 

VII. The Direding Illuminee, or the Scdtch Knight. 
s f This may befald to be the counterpart of the Laft 

f Works of Philo and, Spartacus. It is a defcription i>f 

the moft important intermediary degree of Wuminifm. 

; The Editor does not indeed pubfiflv it under the lignct 

I of the Order ; but when the reader has compared it 

. wkh the Original Writings, and even with the criticifin 

on 'it by the chief,, ivbo was not much pleafed with the 

compiler, be will, foon decide that the grand feal of the 

Qrder is not neceflary to authenticate it. 

VIII. Buenuvhilfle Depofitions refpcSxng the IUuthu 
trees* Thefe-are three juridical depofitions on oath-, 
and figncd ill by Mr. Cofaudey, Canon and Profeflbr at 
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PRELIMINARY ^ OBSERVATION* W 

Munich ; idly by Mr. Henner, Prieft and Profcflbr of | 

the fame Academy ; 3dly by Mr. Utzfc/meukr 9 Coun- 
sellor of the Ekftoral Chamber ; 4thly by Mr, Georg? 
Grwnbergf a, member of the Academy of Sciences, and 
Profeflbr of Mathematics As every. thing is juridical 
in thefe depofitions, it would be.ufelefs for me to inGffc 
. on the weight they muft carry with them. Thefe wejjc 
four pupils wbp did not wait to be initiated in the grand 
myfteries of thejSeft to. form th^ir judgiflept on, apd (o 
quit the Se&. They W£t;e cited at a tribunal to declare 
all they kn^w, and they anfweyed wi$h mocjeratfon.atjjl 
truth. Their depositions will fii>d a plage in the lujP 
. torical part of this worfc . 

, IX. The Apologies published by • fome of the leaifcp 
of the Sell are alio to be clafled among the incontro- 
vertible evidence which we have acquired. Thefe gen- 
tlemen will not be expelled to have aggravated their 
own wickednefs. 

X. The lift would be endjefc were I to fubjoin all 
the works that have been written againft the SedL 
\ But I muft diftinguiih in this place tJb^e works of Mr. 
. Hoffman, Profeflbr at the Univerfry of Vienna. 1 aim 
but little acquainted; with thofe of Dodor Zimmerman, 
though I have been informed by letter, that he furnUh- 
. ed many valuable articles in a journal publifhqd at Vi- 
enna, and chiefly diretf ed againft the Seft. I often find 
: Mr* Stark's name meptiojiea ag&ftreouous opponent of 
the Seft. I have fcep no publication ,urUh,hji name fx> 
it, except an Apology in Aofwer Tq the J&ilumpies ,pf 
1 the Seft, which it continues, to; ncpsat* potwithftan^i^g 
j (be v&oriow manner fa which he. ha? a&fwered theuv 

Among thpa^opTOiousswrittfigsI find.**) exceilept 
work entitled the Ultimate fateqfthe Fm ntofons (t#~ 
dliches fclnckfd frs, Freyrmauror Ordwf&f It.&a4i£ 
, courfe pronounced at the breaking-y^ a Ffeemafeps 
I Lodge. The writer of this difce^rfc gives an e*c<^0* 
; ftatement of the rcafons why.tb© It4dge? Ihould &C 
. pend their labours fitjee IUumjnifin had intruded jtfclf 
1 into Maf©wy,-rl WWe be would: \mc pronounced 
. this dtfcourle much fooner, bad he known that.fdl 

Lodges were -pot fo'pure as his owo^, 
; I have qlfo. perufed the Biographical Fragments of the 
t Sieur Bo4*%$ famous Illuminee; thefe will be very ufc- 
ful in Qur^Jiiftoric^l Volume As to mwbole6 other 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION* 

works -which I have read on the fame fubjecl, it will 
faffice to give the titles of them when quoted. I have 
;£ud more thai* enough to (hew that I am hot in the 
dark with refbeft to the fubjeft on which I am writing. 
[ I could wifli to exprefs my gratitude to thofe virtuous 
men who, by their coitefpondence, and the memorials 
which they Jiave fent me, have greatly advanced my 
tadertakittg. But open expreffioiis of hich a gratitude 
'woutdprove fatal to thera. To have contributed to the 
public otilky is a fuflicicnt reward for their virtue ; aifrd 
■ji my work is not fo perfeft as it ought to be, it arifes 
iiot from any \fcatit 6f energy in their endeavours. 
I find myfelf much againlt my will obliged to anfwer 

* cekam obje&ions which my Tranflator has made, and 
which will, ctoubtlefs, be repeated by many other read- 

~m, grouhded' on the work of Mr. Robilon, entitled 
'iPreoffof a Con/piracy ttgcXnfl iff the Religions' and Go- 
vernments of Europe j &c. hrc. That work was pub- 
'Bfhed juft r a« thisTTrird Volarae wlas going to the prefs. 
•4ts author HaAnot then met with mv two firft Volumes; 
twit in a fe«fond i Edirion he is pleated to mention them 
tfh his Appendix: 7 Iam much flattered by his approba* 
< Cibn, hearty congratulate him on the zeal he ha9 Mfti- 
<eif"flibwn J irt- co m bating th£ public enemy, and amhap- 
*^y ; tcV fee that ncnas wrought on the beft materials. 
^WShctat knovriftg % ^e h&ve fought for the fame caufe 
^WltiVth^faitiM«^^rttfpurfued the fame coorfe; but the 
;>f>GbRc^on th6feV*of feeing our relpedive quotatibris, 
^and^ill tibferv* a remarkable difference between them. 
£I*fear Idfr Wt Oioujd be put in competition with each 
*fcer, afld the caufe of tftith fufffer in the conflict - 1 
I'fctttredF llie^^defif : :;to : 'dblerVe^*'H^ ; thefe differences 

* arifc from the different methods followed by him artd 
- i ifcyfelf. M Mr. RobHbn has adopted the eaficlt, though 

* the mod hafcafttous method. He combines together \n 
^tole paragraph wlidt his memory- ittgy liave compiled 
;'&ommany, and'fomfctiraes makcsfcfc of fhe expreffiohs 
i'rf the- German author when he thinks kfieceffary. Be- 
b&fcs, he fiasfeen much, and teadlflticVaud relates it all 
IWogeiliei'ln tire paragraphs marked by irtterted Commas. 

The warning h^fcfr* <*w>n ih >&*«**&**>> . 7 'rtl no t fuffice 

- 4o tenlbve the objections of fomc readers. In fomd pa£ 

i&g^ hd -h€l* even adopted a* truth certain aflertions 

n *whfc& t&fc' c&fcrdjwfcldcixfe tf th4 IUuh&kcs evidently 
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demonftrate to have bcrt invented by them againfii 
their adverfaries, and which in my Historical Volume 
I (hall be obliged to treat in an oppofite fenfe. Nor 
will I pretend to fay, that IHuminiUn drew its origin 
from Mafonry ; for k is a feci demonftrated beyond afl 
doubt, that the founder of Illuminifm only became a Ma- 
fan in 1777, and that two years later than that he was 
wholly unacquainted with the myfteries of Mafonry*. 

I know perfectly well, that this will not make lllumi* 
nifm lefs difaftrous; nevertheless I am obliged to differ 
from Mr. Robifon when treating on that fiibjed, as weB 
as on fome other articles.— So much for objections; 
here is my reply. 

In the firft place Mr. Robifon and I always agree as 
to the eflential facts and the Confpiracy of the iBurain- 
ized Lodges ; we alfo agree on their maxims and de- 
grees; and this muft be iufficient to convince the reader* 

In the next place, in his general view of the Seel he 
has obferved its deteftaUe and mod dangerous princi- 
ples. Like a traveller he has fcen the 

Mon&nun horrendum, infbnne, ingeos 

But he has not defcribed its forms, its manners, and 
its habits. Nor would it be very prudent to reject hii 
narrative becaufe fome few circumftances are not per- 
fectly authenticated, or becaufe here and there fome 
want of order may be obfervable. 

In (hort, if we except one or two letters, which may 
be faid to be translations, all the other quotations 
(though in the form of letters) cannot be called fo, foe 
they are not to be found in the letters of the Illumineet. 
They are Extracts from different parts, all brought to- 
gether under one head ; Mr. Rohiibn has given them to 
the public in his own ftyle,and fometimes makes the Dlu* 
minees foeak in clearer terms than is done in the Origi- 
nals. His addition in the Tranflation of the famous 
letter from Spartacus to Marius, page 165-61, has given 
rife to numberlefi queftions, how the— even d~ 7 was 
exprefled in the German text. A parcnthefis follows 
(can this mean death ?) I was obliged to anfwer that the 
even d~ y as well as the parenthefis, were additions; 
but at the fame time they were not additions contrary 
to the fenfe of the letter. I could willingly have atari* 

* Original Writings, VoL L Let, 6, to Ajax. Ibid. Let. 36, to M. C 
Porciu*— and the firft Paget of the Critiad HUtoryof the Degrees 
I See Page 4, of this Volume, 
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Xli PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS; 

buted thefe deviations to a difference in the editions of 
die Original Writings ; but a new work muft be fup- 
, pofed, as Well as new letters, to juftify the quotations* 
and all Germany muft have noticed fuch changes. In 
the firft place, the Court of Bavaria would have proteft- 
ed againft fuch a fuppofition ; as the Original Writings 
could not have coincided with an edition fo diflimilar; 
next, the llluminees who have not fpoken in fuch clear 
language, though clear enough in their letters; in fine 
tiie authors who have combated Illuminifm, and wbofe 
quotations all exaftly agree with the Edition of Munich. 
The Pages may change in different Editions; but whole 
Letters and Difcourfes cannot, efpecially whep the public 
may, as we have feen above, have accefs to the Originals. 
As for me, whofe name cannot be expe&ed to have 
filch authority as Mr. Robifon's, I have taken all the 
precautions of which I felt myfelf to ftand in needf, 
I never make a quotation but with the Original before 
me ; and when I tranflate any paflage which may ftag- 
ger the reader, I fubjoin the original, that each may 
explain and verify the text. I follow the fame line of 
conduft when t compare the different teftimonies. I 
never mention a fingle law in the code without having 
the original before me, or the praftice of it to vouch 
for my aflbrtion. Hence it will be perceived, that 
we are not to be put in competition with each other ; 
Mr. Robifon taking a general view, while I have at- 
tempted to defcend into particulars : as to die fub- 
ftance we agree. I heartily congratulate him on his 
leal in combating the monfter ; and though we do not 
agree in certain particularities, we both evince the 
monftrous nature of the Seft, and the certainty of its 
horrible Confpiracies. 

f I am alio afraid the difference that ezifb between the degrees of Rofi- 
erafian, of which Mr. Robifon is in poffeffion, and thofe which I have 
mentioned, may give- rife to argument. I anfwer, ift. That I am ac- 
quainted with three degrees of Roficrunans , very different in them- 
ielves; idly. That the Catechifms, Queftions and Rituals for the fame 
degree greatly differ in different countries ; 3dly. That I have followefl 
the works of Mr. UAMt Le Franc y which Mr. Robifon has quoted ; 
4thly. That Mr. Robifon allows the decree of Kmigbu of tbe Sun as de- 
fcribed by me to be fimilar to that which he is in pouefiion of. Since 
the publication of my Second Volume, I have received an account of the 
4unc degree which coincides with what I had (aid, and this degree is a 
fufficicnt ground for all that Mr. Robinfon or myfelf have afferted on the 
attack carried on by Mafonry agajnjfc Religion and Government* 
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CHAP. I. 

Spartacw-Wcijhaupt, Founder of the Illuminccs. 

THERE fometimes appear men formed with fuch Spartacni 
unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to confidcr WcHkaupt. 
them in no other view than as emanations from the 
evil genius, bereft by the avenging God of the powei? 
of doing good. Imbecil in the fphere of wifdom, fuch 
men are only efficient in the arts of vice and deftruftion ; 
they are ingenious in thofe conceptions, (kilful in that 
cunning, and fruitful in thofe refources which enable 
them defpotically to reign in the fchools of falfehood, 
depravity, and wickednefs. In competition with the 
Sophifters, thefe men will furpafs them in the arts of 
exhibiting error in falfc and delufive colours ; of difc 
guifing the vicious paflions under the maflc of virtue ; 
and of clothing impiety in the garb of philofophv. In 
the den of conspirators they are pre-eminent oy the 
atrocity of their deeds ; they excel in the arts o? pre- 
paring revolutions, and of combining the downfal of 
the Altar with that of Empires. If their career be ever 
impeded, it is only when they approach the paths of 
virtue and of real icience. When Heaven in its wrath 
permits a being of this fpecies to appear on the earth, 
it has only to put nations within the (phere of his aftivk 
ty, and it will be awfully avenged. 

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, was 
born in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Adam Weis- 
haupt, better known in the annals of the fed by the 
name of Spaktacus. To the eternal fliame of his Se- 
rene proteAor, this impious man, heretofore Profeflbfr 
of Law at the Univerfity of Ingolftadt, but now banifh- 

Vol. IIL C 
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i ed from his country as a traitor to His prince and to the 

whole univerfe, peacefully, at the court of Erneft Lewis 
duke of Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afylum, receives a pen- 
fion from the public treafury, and is dignified with the 
title of Honorary Counfellor tathat Prince. . . 

An odious phenomenon in nature, an Atheift void of 
remorfe, a profound hypocrite, deftitute of thofe fupe- 
rior talents which lead to the vindication of truth, he is 
pofleffed of all that energy and ardour in vice which 
generates confpirators for impiety and anarchy. Shun- 
ning, like the ill-boding owl, the genial rays of the fun, 
he wraps around him the mantle of darknefs ; and hif- 
tory (hall record of him, as of the evil fpirit, only the 
black deeds which he planned or executed. Of mean 
birth, his youth was pafled in obfcurity, and but a fingld 
trait of his private life has pierced the cloud in which 
he had enveloped himfelf ;— but it is one of hateful de- 
pravity and of the mod confummate villany.— Inceftu- 
ous Sophifter ! it was the widow of his brother whom 
he feduced.— Atrocious father ! it was for the murder of 
his offspring that he folicited poifon and the dagger.— 
Execrable hypocrite ! he implored, he conjured both art 
and friendfhip to deftroy the innocent viftim, the child 
whofe birth muft betray the morals of his father. The 
"fcandal from which he flirinks is not that of his crime ; 
k is (he fays and writes it himfelf) the fcandal which, 
publishing the depravity of his heart, would deprive him. 
of that authority by which, under the cloak of virtue, 
he plunged youth into vice and error — Monftrous So-; 
phifter ! he accufes the devils of not having flcreened 
him from this fcandal by thofe abominations which 
called the vengeance of the God of Nature on the fon 
of Tudah — Then, impudently daring, he perjures him- 
felf; he calls every thing that is facred to witnefs, that 
neither he nor his friends ever knew of the exiftence of 
thofe poifons or fecret means of fcreening him from in- 
famy, much lefs that they had ever propofed, fought, or 
employed them. He challenges, and at length forces, the 
magiftrates to prove the accufation ; they produce the 
letters of the perjured Sophifter, and therein we behold 
him entreating a firft, a fecond, and even a third confi- 
dant, to feek, or caufe to be fought, and to communi- 
cate to him, thefe horrid arts. We fije him recalling 
promifes of three years (landing with refpeft to thelc 
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means. He complains of the little fuccefs of his at* 
tempts, he accufes the agents of timidity or of igno- 
rance ; he entreats and conjures them to renew their 
attempts, telling them, that it was not yet too late, but 
that expedition was neceflary. Who can paint the de- 
pravity of this fingle trait. How monftrous the being 
who could have combined fuch depravity ! That the 
God who humiliates the Sophifter mould have permit- 
ted this (ingle trait to have been brought to light, will 
fuffice to Slow how far wickednefs may be carried by 
the man, who, with virtue on his tongue, and under the 
(hade of that (acred name, was forming and fanaticiiing 
the blood-thirfty legions of a Robcfpierre. 

After fo (hocking an accufation the reader wiH nam, 
rally cxped us to produce incontrovertible proofs. We 
will, therefore, firft lay before him the letter of Weifi 
fiaupt to his adept Hertel; it is the Third Letter in the 
Second Volume of the Original Writings of the IUu* 
mvnees in Bavaria. 

" Now," (ays Weiftiaupt to this adept, " let me, under 
u the moft profound fecrccv, lay open the iituationof my 
44 heart. It deftroys my reft, it renders me incapable of 
" every thing. I am abnoft defperate. My honour is in 
" danger, and I am on the eve of lofing that reputation 
44 which gave me Jo great an authority over our people.- 
" My fijler-in-law is with child. I have fent her to Athens 
44 (Munich) to Euriphon, to folicit a marriage licence 
" from Rome. You lee how neceflary it is that flie (hould 
44 fucceed, and that without lofe of time ; every moment 
" is precious. But (hould (he fail, what (hall I do ?-How 
44 (hall I reftore the honour of a perfon who is the vie- 
" tim of a crime that is wholly mine ? We have already 
44 made feveral attempts to dejiroy the child ; (he was 
* determined to undergo all; but Euriphon is too timid. 
u Yet I fcarcely fee any other expedient. Gmld I de- 
46 pend on Celfe's fecrecy (the profeffor Buder at Mu. 
44 nich), he could be of great fervicc to me ; he had pro- 
u mifed me his aid three years ago. Mention it to him 
u if you think proper. See what can be done. I (hould 
44 be forry that Cato knew any tbing of it, left he (hould 
44 tell all his friends. If you could extricate me from 
44 this unfortunate ftep, you would reftore me to life, to 
44 honour, to reft, and to authority (that is over his peo- 
" pie). If you cannot, I forewarn you of it, I will ha- 
C % 
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a zard a defperate blow, for I neither can nor will lofis 
" my honour. I know not what devil" .... [Here 
decency obliges us to be filent \ but he continues] " As 
*< yet nobody knows any thing of it but Euripbon ; it is 
t( not too late to make an attempt, for (he is only in her 
" fourth month, and the worft of it is, that it is a cri- 
" mhial cafe, and that alone makes the greateft efforts 
" and the mod extreme (or boldeft) refolution neceflary. 
« Be well and live happier than I do, and do think of 
u fome means which can extricate me from this aflfair. 

* I am yours, &c. Spartacus." 
Notwithftanding his repugnance to let Cato into the 

fecret, Weifhaupt is at length obliged to write to him 
on the fubjeft, and, after repeating that which through 
decency we have omitted above, this monfter of hypo* 
crify fays, " what vexes me the moft in all this is, that 
*' my authority over our people will be greatly diminifhed 
" —that I have expofed a weak fide, of which they will 
" not fail to advantage themfelves whenever I may 
" preach morality! and exhort them to virtue and mo- 
« defty,"* 

Now let us obferve the lame Weifhaupt barefacedly 
faying in his apology, " I think and declare before Goa 
" (and I wifh this writing to be looked upon as a moft fo- 
4i lemn declaration), that in all my life I have never heard 

* of thofe fecret means (of abortion) nor of thofe poi- 
€i fons ; that I have never feen nor had knowledge of 
u any occafion when I or my friends could even have 
" thought of advifing, adminiftering or making any ufe 
a whatever of them. And this I fay in tejlimony and 
" affirmation of the truth "f It is thus that by the moft 
abominable hypocrify he fuftains a barefaced and dc- 
teftable perjury. 

So much for the moral virtue of this man ; but our 
chief object is, to confider him in his character of a 
Confpirator. Let us then defcend into that baleful 
abyfs, and obferve him in the fchools of impiety, rebel- 
lion, and anarchy. Here again he appears to have been 
ignorant of the gradations of crime, of the fpace that 
lies between the llighteft deviation from rectitude and 
the moft profound wickednefi. Here, fcarcely have 
the magiftratcs caft their eyes upon him when they find 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 61, to Cato. 
f Introdu&ion to his Apology, p. $. 
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him at the bead of a conspiracy which, when compared 
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and D'Alembert, or 
with the fecret committees of D'Orleans, make thefe 
latter appear like the faint imitations of puerility, and 
fhow the Sophifter and the Brigand as mere novices in 
the arts of revolution. It is not known, and it would 
be difficult to difcover, whether JVeiJbaupt ever had a 
mafter, or whether he is himfelf the great original of 
thole monftrous do&rines on which he founded his 
fchool. There exifts, however, a tradition which on 
the authority of fome of his adepts we fliall lay before 
the reader. 

According to this tradition a Jutland merchant, who Tradltfom 
had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the year 1771 a *l° Ws 
to overrun Europe, pretending to initiate adepts in the n ^ 
ancient myfteries or Memphis. But from more exaft 
information I have learned that he (topped for fome 
time at Malta, where the only myfteries which he 
taught were the diforganizing tenets of the ancient 
Illuminees, of the adopted flave ; and thefe he fcdulouf- 
ly infufed into the minds of the people. Thefe princi- 
ples began to expand, and the ifland was already 
threatened with revolutionary confufion, when the 
Knights very wifely obliged our modern Illuminee to 
feek his fafety in flight. The famous Count (or rather 
mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have been a difciple 
of his, as well as fome other adepts famous for their 
llluminifm in the county of Avignon and at Lyons. In 
his perigrinations, it is faid, he met with Weifhaupt, 
and initiated him in his myfteries. If impiety and fe- v 

crecy could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, never 
had any man better claims than Weifhaupt. More 
artful and wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how to di- 
reft them among his difciplcs to very different ends. 

Whatever may have been the faft with refpeft to this 
firft mafter, it is very certain that Weifhaupt needed 
none. In an age when every kind of error had He makes 
taken root, he did what is naturally to be expected choke of 
from men who, guided by their unhappy bias both in *"* f y ftcm * 
religious and political opinions, always leleft the moft 
abominable. He muft have had fome notion of the 
ancient Illuminees, for he adopted their name, and the 
diforganizing principles of their horrid fyftem. Thefe 
jjQtions were ftrengthened, without doubt, by his fa* 
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vorite application to the diforganizing myfteries of Mr- 
tiichaifin, fincc wc may obfervc hini recommending the 
ftudy of them to his difciples as a preparatory ftep for, 
and as having a clofe connection with, thofe for which 
be was preparing them.* But, perfeft Atheift as he 
was, and fcoming every idea of a God, he foon defpifed 
the twofold God of Ancient llluminifm, and adopted 
the do&rines of Manes only in as much as they threat- 
ened every government, and led to univerfal anarchy. 
He was acquainted with the fyftems of the modern 
Sophifters; but, notwithftanding all their democracy, 
be did not think they had given fufficient latitude to 
their fyftems of Liberty and Equality. He only adopted 
their hatred for God, or pure Atheifm. One clafs led 
to the deftrulHon of all civil and political laws, the 
other to the overthrow of all religion ; he combined 
them both, and formed a monftrous digeft, whofe ob- 
jeft was the moft abfolute, the mod ardent, the mod 
frantic vow to overthrow, without exception, every re- 
ligion, every government, and all property whatfoever. 
He pleafed himfelf with the idea of a diftant poflibility 
that he might infufe the fame with throughout the 
world ; he even afiiired himfelf of fuccefs. 

With the talents of a vulgar Sophifter fuch a hope 
would have been the fummit of folly ; but with a genius 
like that of Weifliaupt, formed for great crimes, it was 
the confidence of unlimited wickednefs. The Bavarian 
Sophifter knew his powers; he believed no crime im- 
poflible ; he only fought to combine them all to reduce 
his fyftems to practice. The mediocrity of his fortune 
had obliged him to confecrate the latter years of his 
education to the ftiidy of the laws. Whether by difc 
fimulation he concealed the plans foftered in his breaft, 
or whether he had not as yetdigefted them all, he how« 
ever found means of getting himfelf named to the chair 
of Laws in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, before he had 
attained his twenty-eighth year. On the ioth of March 
1778, he writes to Zwack that he was not yet thirty 
years of age ; and in the fame letter he informs him, 
under fecrecy, of his future proje&s on llluminifm, 
which he had founded two years before. 

* See the degree of Dircdhg Illumine, odcr Scottifchcr ritcr (Scotch 
Knight) page 7* 
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-He muft have known himfelf poflefled of profound Origin and 
difiimulation ; he muft have been mailer of ftrange re- *£ j?£ * 
fources, to ground his plans for the fubverfion of all 
laws throughout all empires* on the very funftion of 
public interpreter of the law* It was nevcrthelefi 
at the college of Ingolftadt that Weifhaupt, affecting 
the greateft zeal for his duty, conceived himfelf to be 
admirably lituated for forming and conducing by in- 
vifible means the great revolution which he had plan- 
ned. He juftly cftimated the influence which his office 
of teacher gave him over his fcholars, and he had the 
courage to fupply in private the deficiency of thofe let 
fbns which he was obliged to give to them in public 

But it would have been too poor a conqueft for An- 
archy or Impiety to have gained only thofe who were 
under the eye ot the founder. Weifhaupt beheld man- 
kind fubjed to religious and political laws from pole to 
pole, and his jealous zeal weighed the means which the- 
laints had employed to extend the faith of Chrift. 
There (till exifted the fcattered remnants of an order 
which the imprudent policy of Kings had obliged the 
Sovereign Pontiff to facrifice to the machinations of a 
philofophifm, the profefled enemy of both Kings and 
Pontiffs. Weifhaupt knew how to appreciate the fup- 
port which the laws had acquired from men who were 
heretofore fpread throughout all Catholic countries, and 
who, in the towns and villages, publicly taught youth, 
thundered from the pulpit againft vice, directed Chrif- 
rians toward the path or virtue, and went to preach the 
faith of Chrift to idolatrous and barbarous nations. He 
well knew how much empires were indebted to religk 
ous orders, that in preaching the duty which each maa 
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound hin^ 
tb his neighbour and to his Prince. Though he in his 
heart dctefted the children of Benedict, Francis, or Igi 
natius, he admired the inftitutions of thefe holy found- 
ers, and was particularly charmed with thofe of Ignatius, 
whofe laws directed to many zealous men difperfed 
throughout the world toward the fame objeft and under 
one head : he conceived that the fame forms might be 
adopted, though to operate in a fenfe diametrically oppo- 
site* " What thefe men have done for the Altar and 
the Throne (faid he to himfelf) why (hould not I do in 

* Mirabcau de la- Monarchic Prqfficnne, vol 5, PV 97* 
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oppofuion to the Altar and the Throne ? With legions 
of adepts fubjeft to my laws, and by the lure of myf- 
terfcs, why may not I deftroy under the cover of dark- 
nefs, what they edified in broad day ? What Chrift even 
did for God and for Cefer, why mall not I do againft 
God and Cefar, by means of adepts now become my 
apoftles ?" 

In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to Weifliaupt, 
1 will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlcfc conjeftures. 
No, thefe very wiflies in plain language are contained 
in his confidential letters to his difciples ; and he even 
reproaches them with not imitating the fubmiifion of 
the followers of thofc holy founders/* His mod 
celebrated adepts have declared, that they had ob- 
ferved him copying them throughout his code ;f 
they muft alfo have remarked, that Weifliaupt, in plan- 
ning his fyfteras according to the forms adopted by 
thole religious founders, had referved it to himfelf to 
add all the artifices which the mod infernal policy could % 
fiiggeft. At the aftual period when this confpirator 
formed his plans, he was ignorant of the objeft of 
Frecinafonry 4 He onljr knew that the fraternity held 
fecret meetings : he obierved that they were bound by 
myfterious ties, and recognized each other for brethren 
by certain figns and words, whatever might be their 
country or religion. In his mind, therefore, he com- 
bined the plan of a fociety, which was at once to par- 
take as much as convenient of the government of the 
Jefuits, and of the myfterious filence and fecret conduft 
of Mafonrv. Its objeft was, the propagation of the 
mod Antiiocial Syftcms of ancient Illuminifm, and of 
the mod Antireligious Syftcms of modern Philofo- 
phifm. 

Brooding over this difaftrous project, Weifliaupt caft 
his eyes on the young pupils whom government had 
entrufted to his care to form them for magiftratcs of 
their country, and defenders of the laws, and he re- 
folved to begin his -warfare againft both by the perver- 
fion of thefe youths. He beheld in diftant fucceflion his 
firft difciples feducing others, thofc again, fubjeft to his 

* Vid. Original Writings, VoL I. let. 27, to Cato. 
f See the Original Writings, Vol. I. InfiruRio pro reripientibut, art. B.— • 
Let. 2, to Ajax.— Divers letters to Cato~Lafl Obfervations of Philo. 

\ See hereafter |he chapter on Jdafutrj iUnminiztd. 
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laws, forming further adepts ; and thus by degrees ha> 
canie complacently to view his legions multiplying and 
fpreading from the towns to the country/ and reiidenb 
even in the courts of Princes. He already heard thofo 
oaths w hich, under the fecrecy of the Lodges, were to bind 
the minds and hearts of thofe new legions who> replete 
with his diforganizing fpirit, were iilejuly.to undermine 
the Altar and, the Throne. He calculated the time 
neceffary, and frc>iled to think that he would one day 
have only to give the %nal for the general explofion. 

Scarcely had this modern Eratoitratus attained his He founds 
eight-and-twentieth year* ere he had laid the founda* jJ£ u IliumiB * 
tipns of thofe laws which he meant to give to his dis- 
organizing feci. Though he had not adually written 
his code, he had arranged it in his mind* and he made 
his firft eflay on two of his pupil^ one named f Majfeti* 
baufin (whom he furparaed Ajax), about twenty years, 
of age, and afterwards a Counfellor at Burkhaufen \ 
the other called Merz (whom he furnamed Tiberius)* 
nearly of the fame age, but whofc morals and chara&ef ._.. . 
proved fo abominable, thaj they made even his vile le* 
ducer-b\uflr. Thefe two difciples foon vying with their 
mafter in impiety, he judged them worthy of being 
admitted to his rayfteries, and conferred on them the 
higheft degree that he had as yet invented. Its called 
them Areopagiy inftaljed himfelf their chief, aira called 
this monftrous afibciation the order of Illumineei. > 

It was on the firft of May 1 776, that the inauguration 
was celebrated. Let the reader well obferve this epoch* 
Jt indicates a feeble beginning ; it preceded the French 
Revolution but by a few years ; that however was the 
time when that abominable feci firft ftarted into exig- 
ence, which was to combine all the errors, all the con- 
spiracies, and all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety, 
rebellion, or Anarchy, and which,, under the name of 
Jacobin, was to consummate the dreadful Revolution. 
Such was the origin of that fcjft .which I had in yiey 
when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfortunately 
with too much truth, " That whatever their govent. 

* Weifhaupt, in a letter to Zwack, fays, u My three firft coQeagi^s 
.were Ajax^yu, and Merz** (Ld, 15, Feb. 177%.) This clearlv ftafes that 
M<vz was the Tiberius who was illuminizcd with Ajux, • for if is clear 
that Zwaek was only initiated ten months after the two adepts AJ*m and 
Tiberim*.. See Orig. Writ. Vol, I. Sett. IF. 

+ Orig. Writ. VoL L Sc& IV-— Ut. i^.PJKljpStrozsi. 
Vol. III. • 1) 
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* ment or religion might be, to whatever rank they 
*' might belong in civii fociety, if Jacobmiim triumph-' 
a ed all would be overthrown ; that fhould the plan* 
" and wifhes of the Jacobins be accomplished, theif 

religion with its Pontiffs, their government with itrf 
•• laws, their majriftrates and their property, all would 
u be fwept away in the common mafs of ruin ! Thei^ 
tt riches and their fields, their houfes and their cotta- 

* ges, thetf very wives and children would be torn 
" from them. You have looked upon Jacobinical fac- 
H tion as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only 
u making a fportive eflay of its ftrength."* 

According to the wifties and intentions of this terrible 
And formidable fed, nations, aftonifhed, have yet only 
feen the firft part of the plans formed for that general 
Revolution which fa to beat down every Throne— over- 
turn every Altar— dejlroy all property— Wot out every 
law— and conclude by the total diflblution of all fociety ! ' 
Plan of this Tl* c omen is fatal ;— but (more fatal ftill !) I have 
Tdumc numberlefs proofs to demonftrate the truth of this after* 
tion. With refpeft to the Confpiracies of Ilhiminifin* 
I (hall draw my proofs from their own code and their 
archives. I will begin with their code ; it will lay 
open the objeft, the extent, the manner, the means and 
inconceivable depth of the Confpiracies of the feft* 
This Firft Part will comprehend the plan of their con- 
fpiracies, the exfraft aiid anaWfis of the code of laws 
'which they had conftruftcd tor attaining their ends. 
The Second Part wiH fhew their progrefs and their fuc- 
cefles from their firft origin, till that period when, 
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leaving 
their fecret dens, they unite and confound themfelvcs 
^ith the Jacobins, and in unifop with them profecute 
Chat war of defolation which menaces with total ruin 
the Altar of every God— the Throne of every Monarch 
—the Law of every Society— and the Property of every 
Citizen. ! that I could, in delineating what the 
feft has done, what it is doing, and what it ftill medi- 
tates to do— that I could but teach nations and thfc 
chiefs of nations what they themfelves ought to do, to 
avert the impending danger ; thofe, I fay, who have 
iniftaken tbefe difafters for a fudden explofion, white 
thev are in fad but an efiav of the ftrength of the feet, 
and the commencement or their general ffen. 
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CHAP. n. 

\Codc of the IUuhiinces.—Generd Syftem, and divifion 
oftlx Code. 

BY the code of the fe£t of tlluminees I mean the Wofttnpt 
principles and fyftems which it bad formed to fo- {j^ 1 ^ 
"jelf on Religion and Civil Society, or rather againft f the illu- 
all Religion and all Civil Society whatever;. I meaii mineei. 
r the government and the laws which it has adopted to. 
Realize its plans, and to guide the adepts in bringing 
tbd whole univerfe into its fyftems. This . was not u> 
much a code fpringing from an ardent mind, and aft 
^nthufialtic zeal for a great revolution, as the offspring 
of reflc&ion on the means of rendering it infallibje^ 
For no fooner had Wei&aupt conceived a plan, than hp 
forefaw the obftacles which might, thwart, its fuccels*. 
/Hiough he decoraM the firft pupils whonfr tic 'had lq- 
.)duccd with the title of his profound adepts, Jet he di^ 
.not dare unfold, to them the vaft extent of his plai^. 
TIeafed with having laid the foundation, he did nqt 
|burry the elevation of that edifice, which ihight havp 
jbeeij expofedto fall for want of the prpper precau- 
tion* ; no, he wiflied it to be as durable as time itlejf. 
-Jot five whole years he meditated ; 4hd\he foreiaw 
thathcflioulld lull have to paufe, for martjr a tedious" ~ * 
day on the means of Ceciiring the fuccefs of his platfs. 
His plodding head filently ruminated and flowlv-combj- 
npd that code of law$ or rather of cunning, of drtific^,. 
of fnares and ambuflies by which he was to regulars 
"the preparation of candidates, the duties of the initia- 
' led, the functions, the rights, the condufl: of the chiefi, 
aofl even his own. He watched every means of {educ- 
tion^ weighed and compared thofe means, tried theqi 
one aftfr the other, and when he had adopted any qf 
, them would flilt referve the power of changing thcu?, 
in cafe he fhould happen to fall upon any that, would 
be more difaftrousl 

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apoftles, gained; 
him many partizans; he feduced many himfelf, anidi- 
Vol. III. Dl 
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recced the ir conduct by letter. His advice was adapted 
to circumftances, and artfully hufbanding his promifes, 
lie kept the minds of his difciplcs perpetually in fufpenfe 
as ro the lad mylleries. To his fruity adepts he pro. 
in ties fyfit ?us of morality % of education, and of polity, t i{l 
entirely new ; and they might eafily iunnifc that this 
future code would be no other than that of a morality 
without reftraiur, of a religion without a God, and of a 
polity without laws or any dependence whatfoc\> 
! though he did not dare entirely to throw away the mail;. 

But his laws appeared impcrfeel, his fnares were not 
fuflidcntly concealed, and he was convinced that time 
and experience alone could per fed the work on which 
he had io long meditated. Such are the colours, at 
lead, in which we fee him reprefenting himfelf when 
his adepts inpatient to be initiated in the laft myftci ics, 
reproach him with the flowncls of his proceedings : 
" It is from time and experience," fays he, « that we 
" are to learn. I daily put to the tcft what I made laft 
u year, and I find that my performances of this year are 
" far fuperior. Give me then time to reflect on what may 
■• forward arid on what may delay \h't execution of our 
" plans • to weigh what may be expected of our people 
" left to themleTves or led and conducted by us. — Re- 
" member that what is done in hafte, fpecdily falls tp 
•H ruin. Leave me then to myfelf, let me act alone ; and 
lievc me, time and I are Worth e.ny other ivsc"-f 
His alarms.. Let not the reader imagine that. theie 'meditations of 
Weiihaupt alluded to the object of his views ; that 
never varied ; the deduction of Religion, the deft ruc- 
tion of Society and the civil Laws, the deftruction of all 
"property,— that was the point at which he always aim- 
(\! ; and this impious man too well knew his crime not 
fo be alarmed; we fee him writing to his cbrjfidanjr, 
" You know the fituation in which "I (land, I mutt di- 
" reel the whole by means or live or fix pcrfons. It is 
" abfolutely neceffary that 1 fhotild during my life re- 
™ main unknown to the greater part of the adepts 
*f themfclves.— I am often overwhelmed with the idea 
u that all my meditations, all my fer vices and toils are 
" perhaps only twilling a rope or planting a gallows 

• Original Writings Vol. I. Let to Afcirius and Cato. 

+ Original Writings,. Vol. I. Letters 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. to Marius an4 
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"for myfclf } that the indifcrfctitiji' or imprudence oF 
" bot one mamnay overturn the mod beautiful edifice 
" that ever V^ s . reare.<}. ,,# 

At other times \viihing to appear above fuch fear* 
but dill reproaching the adepts with want of cautW, 
he fays, " If our affairs already go on fo ill, the whote 
" will footi be undone ; the fault will, be thrown upoft 
u me, and, as author of every thW, I fhall be the firft 
" facrificed. Yet that is not what frightens me; I knot* 
"how to take every thing on my o^'n fcore ; but if 
" the imprndenre of the Brethren is to coft^ne my FtfK 
€i let me aft leaft riot have td blufh before nten of tc£ 
u fie<$ion, f npr to reproach myfelf with* an inconfideratc 

w and raflj; ^ondUftH: ' ; •/',"' 

Thus does everV inotive frlrtiulate this famous Con*. Terrai- 
fpiratbr to trinsfufc into his c66e every precaution ihai "^f* 1 ** 
could ^t the fame time fkreeir 1 ; Him from condigp £uk c 
triflimettr, 1 and feeurt the fpteefs of his plotfc.- 4 At 
ietigth, after five yc^rs mecfiration on his fide, aaMftii- 
merous confutations with' his ixufty adepts, particularly 
Vith i^W/o^r the Baron Knigge, ycltd atts a very exalt- 
ed part in Jftitmirtifin, Weifnaiipt had regulated, tlie 
mode of his myfterks, and had dtgefted the code of his 
fejft, that'jls to fay, the principles, the iaWs, an <* govern- 
ment adopted byvthe IHumittfee* ' to ; a^complillv tlie 
grand objfcft of. thfetfr* Conspiracy; $Jef6re we Iea4 our 
readers through the immenfe labyrinth of this! code, TA 
us givea general iati of th^ftfteiii Whkh ffimhlited 
its author to the ftrmation of thoTe laws. "-' '* 

' The mj6rc ; we rtif ditate oil "that part of the codfe Genml 
; which we fti&H fey before- our : readers whtn we come plan of hit 
to treat of tfir.toyfterfts of ffliihiihilW, the more cleat- fyftcm- 
ly we obferve Weiftlaupt acJojrting the principles of 
• Equality ahd. of tiBerfy', (propigkted by modern Phllo- 
fophifm) in orc|er toprefdjft tfi&m ina hew light, afttt 
to lead hisf difciples to the ultimate cionfequence* of the 
mod aljfohite Impiety and Anarchy. i 

The modern Sophifters, fotne ' following Voltaire, 
others Roufleau, had begim by faying, that all mdn 
were 1 equal and free; and they had concluded w/V5 re- 
fpeft to Rtlwotty that nobody, though fpeaking in the 
name of a God who reveals himfelf, had the right df 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 11 and 2 j, to Cato. 

I hex* tipio Cat©, " • ' ; ' 
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•prefcribing ruks to their faith ; the. authority of reve* 
Jarion being caft afide, they left no ot'bcr,bahs for RelU 
gion to reft upon, but the iophiftry of a reafcn the pets 

Etual prey of our paflions. They lud annihilated 
iriftianity in the minds of their adepts. With rtfpc(\ 
to Government they had alfo aflfcrted, that all men wcr$ 
equal and free, and they had concluded that every citi. 
zen had an equal right to form the laws, or to the title 
of Sovereign; this coniequeuce abandoning all authori* 
fy to the capricious fluctuations of the multitude, no 
government could be legitimate hut that founded on 
Chaos, or the volcanic explofions of the democratic 
aod fovereign populace. 

Weifhaupt, reafoning qX\ the fame principles, beliew 
edboth the Sophifters and the Democratic Populace to 
\k too timid in drawing their inferences, and the follow* 
lug may be faid to be the el&nce of all his myfteries. 
.; " Liberty and Equality, are the. elTential. rights that 
" map in his original and primitive perfection received 
u frprji nature. Property ftruck the firft bibw at Equa^ 
? lity; political Society, or GoverfupeDts,, were the firA 
.ff pppreflbrs of 'Liberty y the Jitpjjorters of Governments 
: u ymU property are the rclivtotu and civil laws ; there- 
. u fore, to reinftate man in his primitive rights of Equa- 
. u lity and Liberty, we mud begin by deftroying all Ke- 
u ligion, all civil fociety, and iiniih by the deltmclion 
•«* of all property/ . , .'..♦:.).; r 

\ Had ^ruc Philofophy out gained admittance to theie 
lodges of llluraimfm, how clearly would flae have de~ 
laopftrated the abfurdity of each and all of tjiefe princi- 
ples, and the extravagance and wickednefs of fucb con- 
sequences, both to the m^ftex and, his adepts \ She would 
have (hown, that the rights and laws of primitive man 
.alone upon earth, or parent of a fcanty generation, 
peither were nor ought to be the rights and laws of 
jnpXL living on an inhabited globe* She would have 
proved, that Nature, when (he ordained that mail 
ibouid increafe and multiply on this earth, and that he 
;lhould cultivate it, -clearly announced that his pofterity 
.were hereafter to live under the empire c£ focial laws. 
She >vould have obferved, tint without property this 
• earth would have remained uncultivated and uninha- 
bited ; that without religious and civil laws the fame 
earth would have only nurtured ftraggling hordes of 
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vagabonds and favages. Then would otir Bavarian 11- 
lumince have concluded, that his Equality and Liberty 
far from being the eflcntial rights of man in the date 
of perfection, would only be the inftrumerits of his de* 
gradation, and aflim ilate him to the beads of the earth, 
rf thev were to be incompatible with Property, Religion, 
and Society. But true Philofophy was an alien to his 
fcliool ; and Weiftiaupt, with his dcteftable genius 
formed for error, applauds the fophifm, makes it the 
bafis of his fyftem, and the ultimate fecrct of hii 
rfiyfterics. 

I am not (imply to prove that fuch is the grand obi its 4aogc* 
ject of the Conspiracy, and of the ultimate revolution 
which he is preparing with all his adepts. Were that 
my only talk, I fhould cite the bleflifigs which the hie- 
rophant of Illuminilm pours out on thofe hordes thai 
roam without laws or fociety, and the curfes which h* 
vents againft thofe men who, fixing their abodes, nam* 
chiefs and conftituted dates. The very menaces of tb* 
teacher unfold the whole of the Confpiracy. u Yes, 
princes and nations pall difappear from off the face of the 
earth ; yes, a time pall come when manJhaH acknowledge 
no other law but the great book of nature .• This revolution 
/hall be the work of the secret societies, and that is one 
of our grand myjteries.* This iingle pallage of the cod< 
k fufficient to demonftrate both the object of the Coiv 
fpiracy and the extent of the projects of the feet ; but 
though the Confpiracy {hould be clearly proved, ftill 
that would be doing little for the public good. Indea4 
of a terrible and formidable feci, nations and chiefs of 
nations might raiftake the lltuminees for a band of 
fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means a cbimeri* 
cal Revolution ; therefore little to be feared, and too 
defptcable to defcrve notice. Thus would wickedneft 
fina a cloak in its exceffes ; the fed would profecute its 
helliih plots more actively, more confidently, and mor* 
fuccefsfulry, merely becaufe their object was fuppofed 
impoflible. Society would be diflblved ; our laws, our 
religion, and our property, would be wrefted from us, 
becaufe we believed them proof againft any attempt. 
Nations would tranquilly (lumber on the brink of tli* 
precipice, and be plunged into deftruction while thej 
confidered the fatal cauS: as the deluGon of delirium, 

• See hereafter the D&ourfc cm the Mjfterie*. 
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atid fmilcd on the plots of llluminifm. And its founder 
forefaw, this : for he ftiys to his adepts, " Let the laughers 
laugh, let the [coffers feoff '; he that compares the pajtivith 
t/M pre frit, vnll fee that nature continues its cowje with* 
ottt the poffilnlity of diverting it. Its progrefj is imper- 
ceptible to the. man viho is not formed to obfirve it ; but 
it does not ef: ape the attention of the Pbilofopher.* 

Society then calls upon me to develop more than the? 
evidence, or even the extent of the plots of the fccV- 
1 fay, it calls on me loudly to , proclaim the dangers 
which threaten us ; yes, the evils which threaten all for 
defy muft be deafly fhown. A manner of proceeding 
and an artful cunning big with crime, which will 
fpcedily plunge nations into thofe difafters which they 
may believe chimerical, is to be clearly afcertained. 
I have to unfold- the whole of a fyftem, an entire 
code, in which each inftitute, each maxim, each 
regulation, is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolu* 
tion which fhall ftrike fociety a mortal blow. I am 
pot then .about to isform each citizen that his religion, 
his country, his property, that every fociety, people, or 
nation, are menaced; unfortunately that would be a 
talk too eafily performed. But I am bound to fay, " In 
this horrible plot, fuch are the dangers which threaten 
your coun6?t \and fuch the perils that hang over your 
perfons." I muft fhow extenfive refources combined 
wiih confummate villany, where you imagined that 
nothing exifted but the delirium of modern Philofo- 
phifm, deftitute of means. 

Weifbaupt, like yourfelves, had forefecn numerous 
obftacles to his confpiracy ; and it appears that he had 
even exaggerated them. That for which his mod fa- 
mous adepts feem to defpife their countrymen, fhould 
be mentioned here as redounding to their honour. 
Weiftiaupt, furrouaded by the faithful Bavarians, faith* 
ful to their God and to their country (rather fpeculating 
pn the human heart from his books, than dofely ob- 
serving men , in the common intercourfe of life), was 
pot aware how very much Philofophifm had forward- 
ed his fy ft ems. f The generation .^hich had attained 
4bc age of piai>hood appeared too much infected with 
f he antiquated id^as on religion and government. But^ 

k • Sec hereafter 4he Dtfcfcurfe on the Myftcric*. 
f Sec the Xa& Obfci;yauoc* of Philo. 
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unfortunately, facls foon undeceived him, and this error 
only ferved, by deferring his hopes, to turn bis mind to 
farther precautions and meditations, which fooner or 
later were to render his fuccefs infallible. He would 
lay to himfelf, he would lay to his trufty brethren, 
* According to my views, I cannot emfky men as they 
*' are; I mujt form them} each clafs of my order muft 
u be a preparatory fchool for the next ; and all this 
u muft neceflariry be the work of time. * But to ac- 
celerate the time he caft his eyes on that clafs of young 
men, whkh, juft entering the world, eafiW fall a prey 
to error, becaufe at that age they are under the influ* 
ence of their paffions. I mall hereafter lhow what it 
was chat both fhortened the time, and abridged their 
education, in prefenting him with whole legions of 
adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firft neceC 
fary, however, that the reader fhould be acquainted 
with the profundity of his fyftem ; becaufe, had the 
French revolution not taken place, that fyftem would 
alone have fufficed to render it certain and infallible ; 
for could the French Revolution be done away at the 
prefent moment, and the ancient regimen be reftored, 
this code would fumifh IHurainifin with all the means 
of e/Rrftuaring ©ne that fliould be ftill more difaftrous. 
Let us then ftudy it, let us diffipate the cloud in which 
it is enveloped. Reader, your own intcj rt requires 
that you fhould follow our fteps ; and obferve all the 
fnarcs that have been laid for you ; fee with what art 
its difciples are beguiled, wirh what precaution it 
choofes, calk, and dHpofes its adepts. Its proceedings 
appear indeed to be flow, but. they are nevertheleis 
fare. It feems to exhauft all ks art to acquire a Angle 
profclyte, but the fame allurements attraft whole le- 
gions. Its fprings arc fecrct, but the reader muft know 
their power and with what conftancy they move toward 
and direft the common ruin. He has teen the people 
agitated, animated, apd even milled to ferocity ; but 
he muft alfo be informed how thofe adepts were 
created who fanaricifcd the people and rendered them 
ferocious. 

Weifliaupr lays Jdown^as an invariable and infallible 
principle, that the u grand art of rendering any rcvo- 

• Origioa! WtStrngs^yoL-LLct. to Cato. 

Vol IU. ■■■ : . • £ 
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* lution whatfoever certain— is to enlighten the people \ 
u —and to enlighten them is, infenfibljr to turn the pub* 
u lie opinion to die adoption of thole changes which 
" are the given objeel of the intended revolution. 

" When that object cannot be promulged without 
4i expofing him that has conceived it to public ven- 
" geance, he muft know how to propagate his opinions 

IN SECRET SOCIETIES. 

" When the objeel is an univerfal Revolution, all the 
" members of thefe focieties, aiming at the fame point, 
" and aiding each other> muft find means of governing *«• 
" vifibly, and without any appearance of violent meajures, 
t( not only the higher and more dhftinguifhed cl\fs of any 
il particular Jiate, but men of alljtations, of all nations , 
" and of every rcligion-~-Infinuate the fame fpirit every 
■ " where^-In filencey but with the greatejl activity poffible, 
" dircfl the fcattered inhabitants of the earth toward the 
"fame poinU" Tliis is what he calls the grand prob- 
lem on the polity of dates, on which he grounds the 
force of fecret focietiesy and on which the empire of his 
Illuminifm was to reft.* 

u This empire once eftablifhed by means of the union 
" and multitude of the adepts, let force fucceed to the 
a invifible power. Tie the hands of thofe who refiji; 
il fubdue and JHfle wickedwfs in the germ;" that is to 
fay, cmfh thofe whom you have not oeen able to con* 
vince.f He that teaches fuch do&rines is not to be look- 
ed on as a weak enemy. When Weifhaupt referved 
them for his myfteries, as well as the revelation of his 
ultimate objeft, he knew too well that they were only 
fitted for men who had long been trained to view them 
as the leflbns of nature and of philofophy ; and Ihould he 
meet with any who had anticipated them, it would only 
abridge their noviciate. But he needed nothing leis 
than a whole generation. It was therefore to multiply 
the number of the adepts, to difpofe diem by infenfible 
degrees to receive his doftrines; by an invifible hand to 
direct their ideas, their wiflies, their aftions, and their 
combined efforts, that the code of laws which he fram- 
ed for Illuminifm conftantly tended. 
fu divifion. According to thefe laws, the feci; is divided into two. 
grand claflcs, and each of thefe again fubdivided into lef- 
ier degrees proportionate £o the progress of the adepts. 
• Sec the Dilcourfc on the My£cric* f Ibid 
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The firft clafs is that of Prepahatiom. It contains 
four degrees, thofe of Novice, of Minerval, of Minor 
Ulwrdnee or Ittuminatus Minor , and of Major IUuminee 
or IUurnhiatus Major.. 

Some intermediary degrees belong to the clafs of 
Preparation, which may be called of Ivtrufton; filch 
arc thofc which the feft have borrowed from Frrenta- 
Jonry, as a means of propagation. Of thefe mafonic 
degrees the code of IUuminee s atlniit the three fitjl with- . 
out any alteration.* ib adapts, more particularly to the 
views of the fec"b the degree of Scotch Knight as an ul- 
timate preparation for its myfteries, and it is (tiled the 
degree of DircRing IUuminee or IUunnnatus Dirigens. 

The ficond [clafs is that of the Mysteries, and.this 19 
(undivided into the leffer and greater myfteries. The 
kjfer comprehend the priefthood and adminiflration of 
the feft, or the degrees of Priejls and of Regents or* 
Princes.. 

In the greater myfteries are comprized the two de- 
grees of Magi or Philofopher and of the Man King* 
The EleO of the latter corapofe the council and the </<v 
pee of Jreopagites.f* 

In all thefc clailcs and in every degree, there is a 
part of the utmoft confequence, and whioh is common 
to all the Brethren. It is that employment known in 
the code by the appellation of Brother Infmuotor or. 
Rjecruiterf. The whole ftrength of the feft depends 
on this part ; it is that which furnifties members to the 
different degrees ; and Weifhaupt, well knowing the 
importance of the taflc> turned all his genius toward it. 
Let us: therefore begia by directing our attention to the 
di/covery of k. 

* Sec the Original Writings, Chap. IT. Part II. page 8. and the laft 
Obfcrration of Philo, page 89, &c &c. 

f This is not a term of my invention ; it really is to be found in the 
code. Infinuator or Antrer&r (fignifymg recruiter) arc the two word* 4 
generally made nfc of to exprels that chara£er. 
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CHAP. HI. 

Fit ft Part oftlx Code of the IUuminees.^Oftbe Brotlxr 
Infinuator, or the Recruiter, 

obje& of ID Y the appellation of Brother Infinuator, is to be 
the infinua- D underftood the IUummce whofe peculiar office is 



tor, 



to make profelytes for the feci. Some brethren were 
more particularly inftru&ed for that end ; they might, 
indeed, be called the Apoilles or Miflionaries of the 
Order, being thofe whom the fuperior? fent to the 
different towns and provinces, and even into diftant 
countries, to propagate its dodrines and to eftablifli 
new Lodges. Thcfe had received, in addition to the 
common rules, farther inftruftions peculiar to the high*, 
er degrees. " Thefe (as Weifhaupt writes) may fouie- 
times be the mod imbecile, and at other rimes the moft 
ingenious of the Brotherhood." From the former hfe 
can depend on a blind obedience to the rules he lay* 
down, which are never to be deviated from ; and with 
refpedt to the latter, provided they be zealous land 
punctual, fhouid they even tranlgren any of the laws^ 
it would not be in inch a manner ^s to commit eithdt 
their own fafety or that of the Order ; and they wouM 
foon make amends for their indilcretion by fome tiexr 
artifice. But, whatever may b6 the fenfe of the~ llhi> 
sninee, he is obliged once or twice in his life to &&tht 
part of Brother In iinuator, and that with a cercaid 
(uccefs, by the acquifition of two or three profelytet, 
under pain of perpetually remaining in the lower de- 

Srees. Some Brethren of high raink may have been 
ifpenfed from this formality j but as to the generality 
of them there exifts a pofitivc law on that point.* To 
ftimulate the zeal of the Brethren, the Infinuator is by 
the laws of the code eftablifhed fuperior over every 
novice that he has gained to the Order : It is exprefled 
as follows : " Every Uluminee may form to himfelf a 
ic petty empire ; and from bis littlenefs, emerge to great- 
i* mfs and power. \ n 

* Original Writing*. The Statutes reformed, Art 18. f ^to 
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Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every THu- 
minee for the propagation of the feci ; and this is the 
part which firit claims our attention, in order that we 
may be able to form an idea of the immci durable 
powers of Weilhaupt for (eduction* 

Tliis part may be laid to be fubdivided into three, part. I. rf 
The rules laid down are, firft, thole which are to guide, his miffion. 
the Brother Infinmtor in the choice of perfons to be ^q^^ 
admitted or excluded ; then follow tlwfe which are to data. 
teach him how to entice into the order thole perfons' 
whom he lias judged proper for k ; mid laftlv come 
thofe rules and arts by which novices are to be formed, 
and even involved in IUunimiftn before they are of- 
ficially admitted. 

In order to judge of the Qualifications of the per- 
fons whom he mfcy ciilift, every Uhimince is to begin 1 
by procuring tablets, which he is to keep in the form* 
of a Journal; and this is bis Diitry. Afiiduoufly prying 
into every thifcg that furrounds him, he muft vigilantly 
obferve all perions with whom he becomes acquainted/ 
or whom he meets in company, without exception of 
relations, friefids; -enemies, or entire ftrangers; he nwft 
endeavour to difcover their ftfong and their weak fide % 
their paffions and prejudices; their intimacies, and, ' T 

Above all, their a&ions, inter efts and fortune 5 in a 
word, every thing relating to them i and the remarks/ 
of every day he muft eriter m his Diafy. 

A twofold adtantage is to be reaped from tbefc par- 
ticulars of information ; firft, by the order in general 
and ks fuperiors •, feconidly, by the acfcpt hnttfelf. Twice 
every month* he will tnfcke a general ftatement of his 
obfervations, and he will tranlmit it to his fuperiors. 
By rhefe means th& Order will be informed what men, 
in every town' or village, are friendly or inimical to ir.; 
The means of gaining over the otte or deftroying the 
other will haitiiraMy occur. With refpeel to the IhJ 
finiuttw, be witl learn how to jadgfc of thofe who arer 
proper perfons to be received or rejected, and he witt 
carefnlty infcttihb feafons for the admiflion or rejection 
of tho& perfdns4h his monthly ftatcments. #; ! '-' ift 

• Original Writfogfc^-Tbc Statute* rtfoJrmed, Art. 9, 13, and fnJlotor- 
inr. — Inftnictions fcr the Infiiraators, Sedt. XI. No. 1. — for the Infinite 
irted Nos. 1, j, 5, '&c.— Le(. the 4th to. Ajai. ^ .. , /• 
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The Recruiting Brother will carefully guard agaihft 
iving the mod diftant hint that he is an IHuminec.. 
Iris law is peremptory for the Brethren, but more par-, 
ticularly for all the Injinuators, whofe fuccefs may often 
ettentially depend on it. It is to them that the legiflator 
fo ftrongly recommends all that exterior of virtue and 
of perfe&ion, that care of fhunning all publick fcandalfc 
which might deprive them of their afcendaucy over the 
minds of thofe whom they feek to entice into the Or-. 
der. # The law exprefsly lays, " Apply yowjtlws to the 
acquiring of interior and exterior perfection;" but lefb 
they fhould conceive that this perfc&ioo even hinted at 
the maftering of their paflions* and at renouncing the 
pleafures of the world, he adds, " Attend particularly ta 
the art of diflembling and of difguiling your aftions, the 
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate into* 
their inmoft thoughts* Die kurijl zu eric men fie b zu 
ver fallen, andere zu beobachten, und aus zu forschen." 
It is for that reafon that thefe three great precepts are 
.to be found in the fummary of the Code : hold thy 

TONGUE EE PERFECT DISGUISE TH YSILF—llmoft foU 

lowing each other in the fame page, and ferving as. an 
explanation of each other.f 
"Who are to Having made himfelf perfectly mafter of thefe pre-> 
be cxdu- cepts, and particularly of the la#, the Infinuator is next 
to turn his attention to thofe perfons whom he may ad • 
mit or ought to rejeft. He is not to admit into the Or-w 
der either Pagans or Jews ; but he is equally to rejeft 
all religious; and above all to /bun the Ex^JeJuits as he>, 
would tl)e plague. Ordeqs geijt&cbe dm fen nie aufgenonin 
men werden, mid die Ex-Jefidtcn fill man *urie die peji 
flieben.% 

The caufe of fuch exclufions is obvious. To (beak 
of religion, and admit, without any precaution, Jews, 
Turks and Pagaus, would be too open a raanifeftation 
of what their religion was ; and not to rejed religious, 
would be expoling themfelves to be betrayed by their 
own adepts. 

Unlefs they gave evident figns of a Gncere amend- 
ment, all indifcreet talkers were to be rejected ; and 

• Sec Original Writings, Vol II. Let. i, and 9. 

f Original Writings, Vol. I. p. 4a Nos. 4, 6, and 8. 

\ The Laft Works of Spartacus and Philo,— Inftru&ion for the Sta* 
tionary Prefects and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the 2(L— And OriginaJ 
Writings, Inftru&io pro Reeipientibus, Nos. 1, and 5. 
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alfo thofe men whofe pride, or head-ftrong, interefted, 
and inconftant minds denoted that it would be impoffi- 
ble to infufe into them that zeal fo ncceflary for the 
Order •, all thofe again, whofe drunken exceffes might 
injure that reputation of virtue which the Order was to 
acquire ; all thofe, in fhort, whofe meannefs and grolP 
nets of manners would render them too untraceable to 
give hope for their ever becoming pliant and ufefuL* 

u Leave thofe brutes, tho/e clawnijh and tlnck-headed 
fellows/* 9 he exclaims in his Chapter on Exclufions; bur, 
though he excluded thefe thick-headed fellows, Weit 
haupt was aware that there exifted a good fort of be- 
ings which fome might call ftupid, but who are not to 
be told fo 9 as advantage may be taken of their ftupidi- 
ty. Such were, for example, a Baron iyErt, and many 
others, who holding a certain rank in the world, though 
deftitute of common fenfe, have at leaft their riches to 
xecommend them. a Thefe are a good fort of beings* 9 . 
fays our iiluminizing legiflator ; " they are necdlary be- 
u ings. They augment oiir number and fill our coffers, 
u augent numerum et ararium. Courage then ! and 
tc make thefe gentry fwallow the bait ; but beware of 
u communicating to them our fecrets ; For this fpecies 
« of adept mujl abways be perfuaded that the degree they 
H are in is the bigbejt?\ 

Indeed, there is a fort of half cxclufion for princes. 
The Code ordains that they (hall feldom be admitted, 
and even when they are, (hall fcarcely ever rife beyond 
die degree of Scotch Knight ; or, in other words, they 
ere never to pafi the threfhold of the myfteries. Here- 
after we (hall fee the Legiflator rinding an expedient 
for introducing them beyond that degree, but {tilt 
without giving them any further infight into the myf- 
teries ;t and being particularly carewl to hide from 
them certain Laws of the Order. J 

I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, whether a Gmilar 
expedient had been found as an exception to the gene- 
tal rule which excluded women ; but it is certain, that 
this law was, during a long time at leaft, only provi- 
fional ; and many of the brethren fought to revoke it. 

• Inflru&io pro Rcclpicntibus, page 94, and Weilhaupt's Letters* 
paflim. 

f Original Writings. See the firft Letters to Ajax and Cato* - 
i See Decree of Regent, page 154, Letter N. 
S Sec Inftru#ioti» for the Provincial, No. v6 t 
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Fwmafonry had its female adepts, and the fflumineea 

Plan for the wifhed to have theirs. The plan is written in Zwack's 

WonKa. n ° f own hand-writing, and he was the molt intimate friend 

omen, ^ coll g t j at)t Q f \y e i(l lau p t> } n fhort, his incompardte 

man* It is couched in the .following terms : 

u Plan for an Order of IV omen. ^Y^ Order fhall be 
iiibdivided into two dalles, each forming a feparate fo> 
ciety, and having a different fecret. The firlt fhall be 
compofed of virtuous women ; the fecond, of the wild, 
the tfiddy, and the voluptuous, auflruelfendcn. 

" Both claffes arc to be ignorant that they are under 
the direction of men. The two fuperiors are to be 
perfuaded that tliey are under a mother Lodge of the 
iame fex, which tranfmits its orders ; though in reality 
thefe orders are to be tranfmitted by men. 

" The Brethren who are intruded with this fuperin- 
tendance ihull forward their hxftru&ions without mat- 
ing themfelves known. They (hall conduct the firft, 
.by promoting the reading of good books, but fhall 
form the latter to the arts of family gratifying their 
pajfiws, durch bcffiugung Hirer k'ulenfchaftm im vcr- 
borgenen." 

A preliminary difcourfc prefixed to this plan points 
out the object ai*l future fervices of thefe illurainized 
fillers. " The advantages which the real order would 
reap from this female order would be, firft, the money 
which the fillerhood would pay at their initiation ; and, 
fecond Iy, a heavy tax upon their -curiofity, under tlie 
fuppofition of fecrcts that are to be learned. And this 
ajjociation might moreover ferve to gratify thofe brctbrm 
who bad atuniforfenfualpleafurc."* 

A lift and description of eighty-five ; young ladies of 
Manheim accompanied this projeft of Zwack, very 
properly furnamed the Cato of Illuminifm ; from among 
whom, in all probability, the founders of thefe two 
clalfts were to be chofen. Circumftances not having 
favoured our modern Cato's views, we obferve fevenu 
other adepts propofing fimilar plans* An afleflbr of 
the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlaar of the name of 
. Dijtjwt, known among the Illunrinees by that of M- 
nosy and who rofe to the degree of Regent, and to the 
dignity of Provincial, feemed to difpute the honor of 
this invention, both with Brother liercules and even 

• Original Writings,. Vol I. Se&. V. 
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with Cato hirafelf : We mud allow, at ieaft, that not 
body was more anxious for the execution of the projecl 
than he was* He had already fubmitted his ideas to 
the Baron Knigge, and lie applies anew to Wei(haupt t 
He even deipairs of ever bringing men to the gran4 
object of the order without the fupport of female, 
adepts. Indeed, fo ardent is bis zeal, that he niakes 
an offer of his own wife and his four daughters-in-law 
to be- the firft adepts. The eldetl was exa&ly the pet* 
fon for the philosophized Gfterhood j (he was fourr^nd? 
twenty years of age, and with refped to reUpmtJxt^ 
itleas were far above tJxfe of bet fix ; they, were model- 
led on her father's. . He had attained to the degnce* of 
Regent and Prince of the Iliuminces, and flie would 
have been Regent and Princeft. , In the higher myftq- 
ries, together with PtolemyV wife, we Siould have 
fcen the one correfponding with her father, the .otfjej; 
with her hu(band. Thcfc illuminized ^ncefles would 
be the only two perfons of the order who fhoijld know 
that they were all under the dire&idn of men. 
They would preiide over the trials and receptions 7 of 
Minervals, and would initiate tbofe whom they judged 
worthy into the grand proje&s of the fifterhoiod for^he 
reform of governments and the happinefs of mankun}** 
But, notwithftanding all the plans and zeal of the 
Brethren,' it dpes.n.ot appear, , that tne4egi£lator over 
confented to the eftabUfliment of die fifterhood. , Y«ej> 
he fupplied the want of fuch an inftitution by Xgcjffg 
inftru&ions which htj gave the Regents :pn the m.e$$& 
of making the influence of women oyer nien fuD^nvW 
ent to the >ordcr without initiating th,em in any of die 
fecrets. He fays L that the fair fex haviiyr the gf$at$ft, 
part of the world at their difpoikion, no Jtudy was more, 
" worthy of the adept than the art ot flattery x in order 
" to gain them ; that they were all more or lefs led 
" by vanity, curiofity, the pleafures or the love of .nc* 
" velty ; that it was on that fide they Were to be at> 
" tacked, an<l by tjiat they were to be rendered fern 
" viceabJe to the order .^f he neverthekfe continued 
to exclude great talkers and women from all the de- 

* Original Writings, VoL I. let., of Mjnos, ,p. 169. ' * 

f See the New Work* of Spamcus and Philo, an4 Inftni&ioni for 
the degree of Regent, No. 6. 

Vol. III. F . 
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grces> nor was the-fficth artidc of his inftru&ions fot 
the Infinuator reieindecK 
Who arc to ' Notwithftanding all thefe excltlfibns, the tegiflator 
be chofen. IcaVes a fufficfciit fcope \vherein the Infinuator may tx- 
ircife his zeal. He recommends generally young men 
of all ftations fiom eighteen to thirty ; but more par- 
tictrlarly thdfe whofe educations were not completed^ 
either becaufe Ut thoiight they would more eaiily im- 
bjibtt his principles, or ! would be more grateful and 
more zefclotrtr for db&rines for which they were indebt* 
e^ fddy to hiirt.f . > ; 

frut this preference is hot an exclusion for men of a 
Cfcrtam ageJ;'£rovided ; they are not part fervice, and 
are afreddy imbued ^tftft the principles of IlUiminifm.J, 
Tills, however, chiefljy regard* thofe perfohs yhofe rank 
itt life dan give confluence and afford protection to the 
brder. *The Retrliittert are particularly inftru&ed to 
Jiifitiuate thdfflfeWea into the good option of fuch per-» 
lbftij and if* pdfll We to efttice them into . the order. j • * 
. rr *Phefe is'yrt brother f Jjpecies of men, whtfhave fpeech 
iS it r ^^at' f cottrniand5 iiich af atborhksytounfeMor^ 
fefa { eH^h pftyfirfife.; 1 '"Fhofc are worth having," fey* 
Weflhaupt ; w (nit : 'ifcf are fotrtetimts red dtvils> ft 
i{ -nfficith <te ibey-to be-led't they bffioeitet tare <wortfr 
u -klmit whM%ey cxn h# gained «wK^ - 
' \Thtf /^^WHs'atlio to admitattifts, h*ch*nics & 
^pnk^lfitiri^^tote^s/engrave^sj ^hlte'-fniitte art* 
bte^ifmfths^btrf^febVe all bookfeBfc^'tbofewho keep* 
pttffcjtyrfcs, ifttt * fehool-niaftef s, Hereafter the reader 
trill-fee' the life far 4rhWh thefe men were intended.? 
: :T6 'Vefanothfct- dlkfi of inert our tegiflator 'often calls 
tti^kmricion $P the InfvHuhtor : " J Seek 1 me out, for 
a ""rxarnfie? ttys Weiftfattpt, " the foxier to f wd daft* 
a fr/£ ypidlbr. we tritijl tnhe adepts who are mjpntta- 

* liftg; irfrigtitbtg. fill dfrefource, Md mitt ehterprifing ; 

* ihet niuji dfove flexible and traBabte, obedient, docile} 
« H ai$feludfc: : Seek tmt alfo thofe who dre diftin- ; 
"'gujfhea by theit p&ibeh nobility, riches, or learnings 

* n<*l!e$,' pdttfmre, drate$, doftos, qtiactfte — Sparc 

f Orig. Writ. Inftru&iones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, No. 4 ; and 
Page 55, No. 18. 

} |bnt Vol II, Part the ad, Se&ion and degree of Regent. 

• Orig. Writ. Vol I. Let. to Ajax. 

§ See Inftru&iona for the Infinuator, No. 4-— Weiihaupt\ Letter*, 
jaflim— and the degree of Regent. 
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a bo pains, fpare nothing in the acquifition of fach 
* adepts. If heaven refuTe its aidancs» conjure hell, 

" FUShrt Ji tuqueas fujxros, Acberonta wwtfe.*** 

With refpeft to religions, he prefers the difciples of 
Luther and Calvin to the Roman Catholics, and greatly 

8 refers the former to the latter. This diftincYion 
lould alone fuffice to open the eyes of many who w}(h 
to perfuade themfelves that the whole of the revolution- 
ary fury, is aimed at the Roman Catholic religion. 
This motley crew certainly did the Catholics the ho- 
nour of dire&ing their (hafts more pointedly at them,, 
as ftrenuous opponents of their impiety and of their re- 
ligious and civil anarchy ; but k was to preferve the 
Proteflant religion that Weifhaupt gives tbem fuch a 
preference* in hopes of making them fubfervient to his 

Slots ? That he aid give fuch a preference cannot be 
oubted, when we lee him exprefsly writing to an 
adept whom he had commiflioned to look out for a 
perfon proper to be received into the higher myfteries 
and to. found a new colony of Illuminees,— were this 
man a Proteflant l Jboukl like him much better.— Ware 
€S ein Proteflant, fo ware es mir urn- Jo licber.f \Vei£ 
haupt*s rood famous adept conftantly manifefts the 
fame predilection ; he even wifties to retrench certain 
parts of die myfteries that he may not alarm the Ca- 
tholics, and feems always to hint at Frederic the lid's 
faying, We Protejlants go on bijfker.% Mod certainly 
this proves beyond a poliibility of doubt, that the de- 
ftruclion of all Proteftant laws, whether civil or reli- 
gious, had place in their plans. Ttfor were the Pro- 
teftants of Germany the aupes of fuch a policy, as 
many of the moll determined antagonifts of inuminifin 
were of that religion.. 

Further, he wijnes to. entice men into his order who 
have fixed refidences in towns, fuch as* merchants and 
canons, who might affiduoufly propagate his dodrines, 
and eftablifhthem in their neighbourhoods^ 

The Recruiter muft ufe every art (for an obvious 
aceafon) to engage fcboolmajters,., and to inlinuate his 

, • Ibid. Let 3d to Ajtt* 

f Orig. Writ. VoL 1. Let. to Tiberius, p. 213. 

\ See Vol. I. page $3. 

§ Inftru&ions for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. VoL 1. Rut H> No*. 
$ page 16. 

MpL IIL. £i 
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doftnnes into, and gain adepts in the military academies, 
and other places of education; he is even to attempt the 
feduction of the fuperiors of ecclefiaftical feminaties.% 

" He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince's offi- 
" cers, whether prefiding over provinces, or attending 
u him in his councils. He that has fucceeded in this 
u has done more/ 9 fays the code, " than if he had engaged 
li the Prince himfelf* In fine, the Provincial, or the 
" chief Infinuator, is to recruit every thing that can-be 
" tainted with Uluminifm, or can be fervkeable to its 
« caufe."t 

Tlie following extraordinary inftruftions are alfo 
given by Weifhaupt refpe&ing the choice of adepts : 
" Above all things (he fays to his Infinuators) pay atten- 
" tion to the figure, and felect the well-made men and 
u handfome young fellows. They are generally of enga- 
" ging manners and nice feelings. When properly form- 
ed, they are the beft adapted for negociations; for firft 
u appearances prepoflefs in their favour. It is true, they 
" have not the depth tliat men of more gloomy coun- 
tenances often have. They are not the per/ant to be 
" entrujied with a revolt, or the care of Jt bring up the 
u people ; but it is for that very reafon that we mud 
" know how to choofc our agents. I am particularly 
" fond of thofe men whofe very foul is painted in their 
" eyes, whofe foreheads are high, and whofe counte- 
" nanofS are open. Above all, examine well the eyes, 
" for they are the very mirrors of the heart and foul. 
" Obferve the look, the gait, the voice. Every exter- 
" nal appearance leads us to diftinguifh thofe who are 
" fit for our fchool.J 

" Seleft thofe in particular who have met with ntisfor- 
u tunes, not from accidents, but by fome aft of injuftice; 
u that is to fay, in other words, the discontented ; for 
"fuch are the men to be called into the bofim of Wumin- 
u ifm, as into their proper afylum.'*^ 

Let not the reader already exclaim, How deep are 
the views of this illuminizing Sophifter ! How has he 
Forefceh every point! With what difcernment does he 
lay his fnares to entrap thofe who are to be the future 

ilbid. Nofc ti and 13. 
Ibid. No. 15. f Ibid. No. x8. 

§ Let. nth to Manus and Cato. 
] InHrudion for the Local Superiors, letter U. 
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agents of his plots ! The reader has as yet feen merely 
a fchedule of thofe perfons who may be admitted or 
rcje&ed ; but that does not fufficiently fecure the order 
with refpeft to the elections which the Infinuator may 
have made. Before he undertakes the initiation of any 
perfon whom he may have thought proper, he is to make ' 
a ftatement from his diary of every thing that he may 
have obferved with refpe<$ to his morals, opinions, con- 
duct, and even of his connections in life. He is to fub- 
mit this ftatement to his fuperiors, who will compare it 
with the notes they are already in poffeffion of, or may 
acquire from other adepts, refpeAing the candidate, or 
even with a new ftatement, in cafe they judge the lad 
to be infufficient. Even when the choice made by the 
Infinuator is approved of, all is not fettled ; the fuperi- 
ors have to determine which of the Infinuators is to be 
entrufted with the care of enticing the approved peHbii 
into the order: for all this is forefecn in the code. It 
is not allowed to all the brethren to exercifc promifcu- 
oufly fo important a truft among the prophane, though 
they may have pointed out the perfon proper for recep- 
tion. The young adept is not to meafure his ftrength 
with the man who has the advantage over him in yean 
and experience, nor is the tradesman to undertake the 
magiftrate. Ther fuperior is to name the moft proper 
Infinuator, judging from the circumftances, age, merits 
dignities, or orients of the future candidate.* AtJength, 
when the million is given, the Infinuator begins to lay 
his fnares.—Such is the fecond part of this extraordina^ 
ry functionary, and all his fubfequent fteps are regulated 
by the code. 

Candidate, in the ordinary acceptation of the word, , * art i*. 
means a perfon who has fhown a defire or taken fome tkTthc ** 
fteps to enter into fome order, or to acquire fome dig- Ca 
nity. In Illumifrifm it means the perfon on whom the 
order has fixed its attention. It often happens that the 
candidate is ignorant of the very exiftence of the fed. 
It is the Infinuator's bufinefs to infpire him with the 
wifh of entering it. To accomplifh this grand object, 
two different methods are inculcated. The firft is, for 
the Infinuator who has fome candidate in view remark, 
able for his fcience, or of a certain age. The fecond, 

* Inftru&ione* pro Rccipicntibw. Orig. Writ VoL L Nos. 2 and j 9 
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for him who is entrufted with young men from rirfK 
teen to thirty and who are fufceptible of a fecond edu- 
cation. A third method was propofcd for workmen, 
and thofe clownifh fellows whofe education had been 
, but little attended to. We may obferve Wei(haupt 
confulting with his confidant Zwack on this part of the 
Code ; but whether it waa never digefted* or that he 
faw the Infinuators could eafily fijpply the defeel, no 
further mention is made of the third uictbc*h Let us 
tlien examine the effence of the firft two. 

To exemplify the firft method, let us fuppofc one of 
thofe men who have gone through a complete courfe 
of modem Philofophifm, who, (hould they not feoff at 
Chriftianity, would at leaft hefitate at every thing whiclv 
k called religion ; for the code forewarns the faifmua- 
tor, that his efforts would be vain (honld be attempt to 
(educe Philofophers of another (lamp, men of found 
judgment, and who would never be partisans of doc-, 
trines which could not endure the tight of broad day. 
But when he fliatl have difoovered one of die former 
who has already pretty well imbibed the principles of' 
the feci, he will afliime the character of a Philofopher 
well verfed in the myfteries of antiquity. He will have 
little difficulty in a&ing fuch a part, as he will find 
ample inftniftions in the code. To fallow thofe in* 
ftru&ions faithfully, he muft begin " by defcanting oft 
" the fupreme felicity of being verfed in fcienccs which 

* few can approach, of walking in the paths of light 
u while the vulgar are groping in darknefs. He muft 

* remark, that there exift doclxines foldy tranfmitted 
u by fecret traditions, becaufe they are above the 
u comprehenfion of common minds. In proof of his 
u aflertions he will cite the Gymnbfophifts in the Indies* 
<* the Priefts of Ifis in Egypt, and thofe of Eleufis and 
« the Pythagorean fchool in Greece." He will feleft 
tertain fentenccs from Cicero, Seneca, ArifHdes, and 
Ifocrates ; and, left he fhould ever be taken unawares* 
he will learn thofe by heart which the legiflator has 
carefully inferted in the code. Though it would be 
Very eafy to demonftrate from thofe very authors, that 
the ancient myfteries laid down no fixea principles on 
the important points of the Providence of God, and of 
the origin <md order of the twiverfe, the Infinuator is 
peverthelefs to quote thofe texts to prove thai there 
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irtfcifts a fccrct do&rine on thefe obje&s, and above all 4 
doftrine calculated to render life more agreeable, and 
fain more fupfortable ; and to enlarge our ideas on the 
tnajtfty of Godi " Let him add, that all the {ages of 
antiquity were acquainted \rkh thefe dodrines; lef 
him infill on the uncertainty that man is in with refpeft 
to the nature of the foul y its itnmottality, and its future 
deJtiHy. He wiH then found his candidate, to know r 
whether he would not rejoice at having fome fatisfac- 
tory anfwers on atoje&s of fuch great importance. At 
the. fame time he wBl hint that he has had the happineft 
of being initiated irttoKbcfe do&rines, and that, (hould 
the candidate wi(h it, he would do his beft to procure 
kirn the fame felicity ; but that it was a fcience gradu- 
ally imparted, and that certain men poflefled the talene 
of guiding him from a dtftance, of leading him to the 
difcovery of this new world, and that without being 
ever in his prefence.* 

When the Infinuator has by fuch language fecceeded 
ki exciting the curiofity of \m candidate, he muft then 
afcertain his opinions on fome particular articles. He 
triU propofe the dHoiffion of certain queftions in writ* 
ingi and of certain principles, as the groundwork on 
Irhich they are in future to proceed. The code does 
not determine what 'thefe queftions are to be, becaufd 
they vary according to the political and religious difpo- 
fitiotis which the Infinuator may have obferved in thd 
Candidate. Should theie diflertations no wav agred 
with the principles tff the fe&, the Infimiator will aban- 
don his jJrey. Should the fophifticated candidate, of 
the titan of importance, be found properly difpofed, hd 
witfbe admitted to the very threlhold of the myfte-: 
tits. The fefuiuator will amply explain the inferior 
degrees to him, and itientien the divers trials which thtf 
order has difpenfed with in confideration of his merit.f 
1 Notwithftindibg the artifice obfervaWe hi this me- 
thod, it is fHll referved for thofe who need only to be 
AcqUamted with Mumhufm to adopt its tenets. But 
jhould the Infinuator be entrufted with a young candU 
date or with ctte v^hofe principles no way coincide with 
thofe of the feft, and who is yet to be formed 5 it is then 
that W^ifhaupc devdopes that immenfe theory of art 

• Original Writings, Vol II. Part II. Se&. I. 
f Oiigma* Writing*, Vol \L Part U. Scd. I. 
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and cunning by which he is infenfibly to enfhare his 
viclims. ^ Let your firft care," he (ays to the infinua* 
tors, " be to gain the afFcftion, the confidence, and the 
" cileem of thofe perfons whom you are to entice into 
u the order-Jet your whole conduft be fuch, that they 
u (hall furmife fomething more in you than you wi£& 
" to fhow— hint that you belong to fomc fecret anc^ 
u powerful focicty— excite little by little, and not at 
u once, a wifli in your candidate to belong to a fimilar 
u focicty— Certain arguments and certain books which 
a the infinuator muff have, will greatly contribute tq 

* raife fuch a wifh ; fuch are, fo$ example, thofe which 
" treat of the union and ftrength of affiliations.? 
Tlie Legiflator then carefully adds a lift of thofe books, 
and the order charges itfelf witfi the care of furnifhing, 
a certain number of them to the adepts. The works; 
of Meiners, and particularly of fiaffiulows, are frequent- 
ly recommended by Weifliaupt, as the bcft fitted to in- 
spire their readers with the love and principles of fecret 
(ocieties. But nothing can equal the art with which he 
himfejf has drawn up the reafons, by thq help of which 
the Infinuator is to perfuade bis young candidate of the 
pretended neceffity for thefe myftei ious aflbciatioris. 

" One reprefents, for example," fays the code, " a 
€C child in the -cradle ; one fpeaks of its cries, its tears, 
41 its weakneis— One remarks how this child, abandon-; 

* ed to itfelf, is entirely helplefs ; but that, by the help 
u of others it acquires ftrength— One {hows, how the 
f c greatnefs of Princes is derived from the union of their 
u Fubjecls— One exalts the advantages of jhe ftatc of 

* fbciety over the ftate of nature— TJien one touches 
" on the art of knowing and directing mankind— How; 
u eafily, you will fay, could one man of parts lead 
u hundreds, even thoufends, if he but knew his own, 
" advantages. This is evidently proved by the organic 
" zation of armies, and the amazing , power which 

* princes derive from the union of their fubjects." 
After having defcanted on the advantages of fociety 

in general, touch upon the defefls of civil fociety , and fay 
bow little relief is to be obtained even from one's beji 
friends, "-and bow very necejfary it would be to fupport 
eacb other in thefe days. Add, that men would triumph 
even over heaven were they but united—That it is tlxir 
difunion which fulfils them to the yoke.-~ This is to be 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



4 i*fe ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRAG^. 

Explained by the fable of the wolf and the two dogSf 

!he latter of vfhojfx could only be vanquished by the 
brmer after he had parted them ; and by many other 
examples of the lame kind which the Infinuator will 
colled.* 

As q proof of whfct great and important things fecret 
{bcie$ies can effiec^u/at<;, he ^ill ^oduce the examples of 
{he Freemafons, of the myfterious focieties of antiqyir 
ty, and eveu of the jefuits. He will a(Tert> that all the 
great events of this world arc dependent on hidden 

Sufes, whicty thefe fecret focietics powerfully influence | 
will awake in the breaji of his pupil the dejpe ofjecretj 
ly reigning, of preparing in his chofet a new conjiituxio^ 
for the world, and ofgoverriing thofi who thiyk tliey go, • 
vern tis.-f 

" When you (hd\\ hav^ got thu§ far," fays the cofo 
u begin to ihow (as it were unguardedly) that you vs 
pot entirely ignorant of ^hofe fecrets ; tty*ow out fome^ 
half fentences which may denote it. Should your cart^ 
fUdate take the hint, prefe him, and return tq t^ ts 
cl^arge> until you fee him betray fyrapton^s of a defl*, r 
Jpftantaneopfly to Unite Mrith fuc|i a fociety. \ 

<* "the Infinuator, however* who has thus far fno* , 
needed ill jnfpiring his pupil witji fuch a wi(h, has not 
played off e ve?y engine with whiclj the code has furnifhed 
fiim. To found the very bottom of Ips mind, he ^ffl 
pretend to confijlt him as if hp Jipd be?n entrufted wjth 
pertain fecrets, he will ipal$e c^jc&iops on the fec^ecy 
pf thefe fpcieties ; h«t fliouid they pial^e tqp piuch ira# 
predion he will refolve then) himfelf. At other tin*e% 
to ftimulate the curipfty of his pupil, he will ho]4 * 
^tter in his hand written in a cypher, or he will leavf 
at half open on his talkie, giving l|isr candidate fufficfcDf 
time to obferve the cypher, qndttjen {hut it up with a$ 
the air of a man who has important ceffj-efpondence? t$ 
Iceep fecret. At other times ftudying the connecliopp 
pnd acliojis qf his pupjl, he will te}l him of certain pir- 
cumftances which the young man will think be hap 

* Extrad of the Inftmdiona for the Brethren charged to enroll anA 
redeye tfce cand^e»--Orig?nal Writing^ Vol. I. Se#. I3£. and XIJ^-s* 
yMfo In the degree o( Illuminatus Major, infinitum? on the fame obje£L 
Document A. 

f Original Writings, ibid. No. n and x*— Xlluraioatut Major, pqcu- 
«ient A, and Letter! K. JL. 

Vol. III. C 
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learned by means of thefe fecrrt focieries, from whoni 
nothing is hidden, though they are concealed from all 
the reft of the world."* 

Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, according 
as the friendfliip or communicative diipofition of the 
candidate (hall have laid him more open ; but on tha 
other hand, fliould they not fuffice, the Infinuator is not 
on that account to abandon his purpofe ; let him try to 
accomplifh by others what he has failed in himfelf.— 
Let him examine his own conduct, and fee if he has not . 
freglefted fome one or more of the rules prefcribed in 
the code ; let him redouble his attention and his com- 
plaifance. Should it be neceflary to humble himfelf in 
order to command, let not the Infinuator forget the 
formal precept of his legiflator, " Learn alfo to aft the 
V Vatet in order to become matter." Aucb zu weilen 
den knecbt gemacbt, um dereivji herr zu werden.j- 
After fuch a long feries of condefcenfions and difcuf- 
[ofions the candidate atlength muft pronounce. If he fubmit 
bintall thefe infinuations, he is admitted among the novices 
thor the order ; but fliould he perfift in his refufal, let 
Echini learn the fate -which awaits him from thofe who 
^f have experienced it. (i Unhappy, fupremely wretched is 
*' the youth whom the tlluminees have fought in vain to 
* ** entice into their fed. Should he even efcape their 
* C: feares, do' not let him flatter himfelf with being proof 
*' againft their hatred; and let him take care. The 
ti vengeance bf secret societies is not a common ven- 
« geance ; it is the hidden fire of wrath. It is irre con- 
s' xMatte, andfearceiy ever does it ceafi the purfuit of its 
i( vittims until iv has' feen them immolated. "% Such at; 
feaii is the account which hiftory gives us of thofe who 
have beeu guarded enough to withftaiuT the infiuua- 
tebnsfof the feft, * and particularly of thofe who, after 
fcaving gone the firft fteps with the Infinuator, have 
refufed to proceed any farther with him. 
* I could cite divers examples; though I once thought 
tt&t I had met witli- one ot a quite oppofite nature, hi 
flietperfon of Camille ile Jourdan, the fame deputy who 
wds to have been involved in the fenttnee of tranfc 
portation agairtft Barthelemy and Pichegru after the 

* Original Writings, ibid. No. 17 to 22. 

f Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax. 

i Important Advice, &c. by Hoffman. Preface to Vol. IL 
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revolution of the 4th of September, but who luckily 
efcaped from the grafp of the triumvirate. I heard 
him fpeaking in the highefc terms, of one of thefe Ini 
finuators who had for a loner time endeavoured to en* 
rice him into the order. He was much aftonifhed at 
hearing me fpeak of thefe ;neu as confummate in all 
the artifices of the mod viilanous bypocriiv* He main;, 
tained that his Illuminee was mild, modeft, and mode- 
rate 5 full of refpeft for the Gofpel ; ki a word, one of 
the moft virtuous men he had ever known. In reply, 
I enumerated all the proceedings of the Inlinuator, and 
the artifices he had played off before he quitted his 
prey. To all that Mr. CamHJe anfwered, " It is true ; 
" ftjch was his behaviour : but it was his zeal for the 
€i feft which blinded him,, and made him have recourfe 
u to fuch expedients in order to work what he called 
u my conversion ; yet, with all that, it was impoffible 
u for any body to fpeak of virtue and religion in fo 
4i impreffive a manner as he did without being at leaft 
4t an honeft man."-- " WeH/* faid I, " I will venture to 
u affert, that the laft attempt of your Inlinuator was as 
u follows. He propofed to you to give your thoughts 
" in writing on certain qiieftiojis ; you did fo ; your 
u opinions proved direftly oppofite to his ; he never 
u faw you after, became your implacable enemy, and 
** lias never fince ceafed calumniating you." " All 
u that again," anfwered Mr. Camilla " is very true ;. 
u nor was it his fault that I did not lofe both friends 
u and fortune. Before that affair lie ufed to praife nie ; 
u afterwards, however, he reprefented me as a moft 
u dangerous man. You cannot conceive what lies he 
u invented about me, and I was unfortunate enough to 
u obferve that they had made impreflion."— Is it pofli- 
ble to be believed ? Mr. Camille could not yet be per- 
fuaded but that his Infinuator was a virtuous man ; fo 
profound are the arts of hypocrify which are to be 
imbibed from Weiftiaupt's laws \ I was acquainted with 
two biftiops, who had as completely miftaken the cha- 
racters of their Infinuators as Mr. Cimille de Jourdap. 

But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I never 
could conceive what this Mr. Stark was whom I faw 
perpetually abufed by the Illuminees. Nicolai and Mi~ 
rabeau fpared no pains to render him odious to the* 

YoL l\L G % 
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Prdteflants in Germany ; they faid he had received the 
Catholic orders of priefthood privately/ though every 
thing feemed to denote that he was a Protdtant. I 
took fomc pains to inform myfelf who this Mr. Stark 
was, and I found him one of the raoft learned Protefl* 
ant minifters in Germany ; that hb zeal for his religioil 
had aqiiired him the degree of Doftor, and had prew 
fefrred him tbhe Grand Almoner and Cotmfellor to the 
Landgrave of Hefle Qarmftadt ; but that in common 
r with feVeral other teamed men, fuch as Hoffman and 
Zimmerman, he had had the misfortune of being fought 
after by the IUuminees; that he would not hearken to 
them ; that the IHuminees had exprefled a wifti to have 
an adept near theperfon of the prince, and that he had 
been bold enough to anfwer his Infinuator, " If y oft 
*' fiek Jupport, I am 'too little and my prince too great t& 
# proted you."-~ And every candidate who will makfc 
v. the fame refoldte ftand agakift the agents of the ordef 

muft expeft to be repaid with iimiiar calumnies, Thfc 
tew of the order is invariable and pfceife, particiilarty 
with refpeft to fhofe whofe talents nbay be obnoxioift 
to IHummifin. They muft be gamed over or rubied ih 
the public opinion^ Such is the text, Jo foil man deh 
febrift fieUer bu gewimien fitchen oder^ verfibreyen:\ 
But it is now time to follow the candidate who ha* 
tfhown himfelf more docile through the various pre* 
yaratory degrees* 

* Mlrabera Mbnarchie Pmflitnnc, VoL V. art ReKricm 
. ^ lafcudidos for the Regent, No. 15. 
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CHAP. IV, 

Second Part of the Code of the Illurmnces — Fbfl prepa- 
ratory Degree , of the Novice and of his Teacher. 

IN the early ftages of Illuminifm the duration of the Length 
time of trial for the Novice was three years, for o/ V*f 
thole who were not eighteen years of age 5 two year! 
for thofe between eighteen and twenty-tour ; and one 
year for thofe who were near thirty.* Circumftancei 
fiave fince occaiionaUy caitfed the time to be abridged} 
but, whatever may be the ^Bfpofitions of the Novice, 
though the time may be difpenfed with, he muft gd 
through the different trials, or have got the ftart of 
them Twfore he is admitted into the other degrees, 
Puring this interval he has no other fuperiar but the 
Iniinuator to whom he fc indebted for his vocation, and 
during the whole time of the hovirfate, the Infinuatof 
is exprefsly forbidden to inform bis pupil of any othef 
member of the order. This law was made to Ikreen 
the order from the dangers which might refuk from 
*ny indifcretion of the Novice, and to render the Infinu- 
fctor alone refponfible in foch cafe ; forftiould the No- 
vice unfortunately be an indifcreet talker, the code ex- 
prefsly fays his iniprudence would at moft betray only one I 
of the brcthren-t The firft leflbns of the Infinuator (in *£%£ 
(future his teacher) treat entirely on the importance anil s^ecy** 8, 
the inviolability «of the fecrcfy which is to be obferved 
in Illuminifm. He will begin by telling his Novice, 
«' Silence and fecrecy are the very foul of the order y and 

* you will carefully obferve this filence as well with 
<* thofe whom you may have only reafon to fuppofc are 

* already initiated, as with thofe whom you may hero 

* after know rcaHy to belong to the order. You wiH 
< s remember, that it is a conftant principle among us, 

* that ingenuoufhefsds only a virtue with refpett to our 
«* fuperiors, but that dijtrufl and referve are the funda* 
*' mental principles, You will never reveal to any per- 
<' fon at prefent or hereafter, the flighted circumttance 

* relative to jour admiffion into the order, the degree 

* you have received, nor the time when admitted ; in 
f The Statutes rcfoFmcd, No. 7. f The Statute* reformed, No. 16* 
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u a word, you will never fpeak of any objeft relating 
u to the order even before Brethren, without the 
u ftrongeft neceffity^* 

Under the rcftri&ions of this fevere law, one Ulumi- 
nee will often be a ftranger to another ? and the Nov 
vice will fee in this no more than a meafure of fafety 
for the order, -which might be ruined by the lealt in- 
difcretion.t 

More certainly to affure himfelf of the difcretion of 
the Novice, the Iniinuator will give him no further in- 
fight, nor entruft him with any writing relative to the 
order, until he has obtained the following declaration : 
u I the underGgned promife upon my honour, and 
u without any refervation, never to reveal either by 
u words, figns or a&ions,or in any poffiWe manner, to any 
u perfon whatever, either relations, allies, or mod inti- 
€t mate friends, any thing that (hall be entrufted to me 
u by my Introducer relative to my entrance into a fc- 
u cret Jbciety ; and this whether my reception lhall 
" take place or not. I fubjeel myfelf tlie more wil. 
u lingly to this fecrecy, as my Introducer ajjurcs me 
u that nothing is ever tranfafted in this Jbciety hurtful to 
u religion, morals, or the Jtate. With refpeft to all writ- 
u ings which I may be entrufted with, and . letters 
u which I may receive concerning the fame object, I 
u cn g a g e myself to return them, after having made for 
u my fole ufc the neceflary extracts.":): 

Thefe writings or books relative to the order arc 
only lent to the Novice at firft in fmall numbers, and 
for a fhort time ; and then he muft promife to keep 
tl*em out of the reach of the profane ; but as he is pro- 
motcd in rank, he may preferve them for a longer 
time, and is entrufted with a larger quantity ; though 
not without having informed the order of the precau- 
tions he (hall have taken, left in cafe of his death any 
of thefe writings (hould fall into profane hands. || 
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood take 
many other precautions for fecrecy, not only refpefting 
the itatutes, but even with regard to the very exiftence 

• Original Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed, No. 27.. 
True Illuminifin, General Statutes, No. 31, 32. 
f Summary of the Statutes, No. 15, B. 
j Original Writings, and the true Ilium. Art. JRcverfr. 
|| Infhtutes of the Infinuated, No. 8. Orig. Writ the real Illumines 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. jg 

of the order. He will fee, for example, in its laws, 
that fliould any of the brotherhood fall fick, the other 
brethren arc afliduoufly to vifit him, in the firlt place 
to fortify him, that is to fay, to hinder him from mak- 
ing any declarations at the hour of his death ; and, fe- 
condly, to carry away whatever Vritings relative to the 
order the lick man may have had in his poffeflion, as 
foon as any fymptoms of danger appear .+ ^ 

He will at length learn, that to fruftrate all attempts study. 
to trace even their very exiftence, the order does not 
exiji every where under the same name, but that they 
are to aflTume the name of fome other order, perhaps 
even of a literary fociety, or meet without any name 
which can attraft the attention of the public. m m 

The firft writing delivered to the Novice, to accuf- S'd^oJ 
torn him to profound fecrecy, is what may be called the dcr. 
Dictionary of Illuminifm. He muft begin by learning 
the language of the feft, that is to fay, the art of com- 
municating with the fuperiors and other adepts without 
the poflibility of being underftood by the profane. 
By means of this language, the Illummces are to be 
able to correfpond with each other, without running 
the rifk of its being difcovered of what Brother they 
fpeak; from what place, in what language, at what pe- 
riod, and to whom, of by whom the Tetter is written. • 

To avoid the difcovery of perfohs, the Novice will Charaacr- 
learn, that no Briother bears the fame name in the ® k namct 
order which he does in the world ; indeed, had he been- Member. 
initiated in the higher degrees of Mafonry, he would 
have feen the fame precaution taken, where the Roil-- 
crucians receive what they call their Cbaratkrijlk or 
their adoptive name. The Novice will receive the 
characteriftie immediately on his admiflion, and it will 
in fome meafure imply the parts which he is in future 
to aft in the general confpiracy. It will be his talk 
hereafter to ftudy and write the hiftory of his new pa- 
tron j he will by this method recognize in the qualities 
and aftions of his hero the particular fervices which th* 
order will expect from him.* This name will be cho- 
fen as conformably as poffible to the difpolitions ol> 
fcrved in him. Has he fhown any propensity to repeat 
* 

f Statutes of the Mincrval, No. 12. 

• Original Writings, Vtl. I. Iflftru&ioiifi fqr the bifipuVod, No. f\ 
asd VoL IL Let. 13. 
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the impieties of Philofophifm againft the Gofpel, he 
will be clatTed with the Celfi and rorphirii, or with the 
Tindals and Shaftelburys ; (ho\ild his turn be toward 
the hatred of Kings, or fhould his talents be judged 
ufeful for the polity of the order, then his characleriftic 
will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machiavel tribe. He 
will not be told what he is to do to deierve his name^ 
but they will contrive that it ihall occur to him. Nei- 
ther will he be told why Weiftiaupt afllimed the name 
of Spartacus (a name fo famous in Rome becaufe he 
waged the war of the flaves againft their matters) ; but 
Should he ever be admitted to the higher myfteries, he 
will eaiiiy recognise the reafon.f 
Its Gcogm- The place from whence they write, as well as the 
I**"* perfons of whom or to whom they write, is. in like 

manner to be kept iecret ; a new Geography is there* 
fore taught the £Jovice4 He will thence learn* that 
Bavaria, the coqntry^pf their founder, is denominated 
Acbaiai Sivabia, Pannoniai Franconia $ Aujiria, and 
Tyrol are denoted ^y Illyria, Egypt, m%d Peloponnefus p 
Munich is called Athens t Bamberg, A^ti^ch ; Infpruck % 
Samos ; Vienna in Auftrja," Rome ; Wurtzbwg, Cart 
ibage ; Frankfort on, the Mcin becomes Jlyebef; and 
Heidelberg Utica< Ingoljtadt, the natal fojj of the or? 
der, was not fufficientTy denoted -by Epbcfits ; this prta 
yileged town was to be decorated with ^ more myf- 
terjous name, ajid the profound adepts beftowed on if 
that of Ehujif. 

Should tl>e Novice ever be fent on a mifllon out of 
bis own country, or to diftant fhores, he will then receive 
farther infixuftious in the Geography c f the feci.* 
Its Calcn- He muft alfo learn how to date his letters, and bo 
dar. eonverfant with the Ulmrjinized Hegira or Calendar J 

for all letters which he will receive in future will bq 
^ated according to the Periian era, called Jezdegert. 
and beginning A. D. 630. The year begins with the 
Jlluminees on the firft of Pbaravardin, which anfwer* 
to the 2 1 ft of March. Their firft month has no left 
than forty-one days ; the following months, inftead of 
being called May, June, July, Auguft, September, and 
October, are Adarpahajcht, Chqrdail) Tbirtneb, Mprdedi 
meh, Shahdrimtb, Mebarmeb: November and Decern* 

f Original Writings Vol. I. Sec. 4. 
• Original Writings, Sc&. % and 3. 
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i>er are Abenmeb, Mameh: January and February, Dt- 
meb, and Benrneh : The month of March only has 
twenty days, and is called Afpbandar.* 

The Novice muft next learn how to decypher the its Cyphc^ 
letters he mav receive ; in order to which, he muft 
make himfclr mafter of that cypher, which is to ferve 
him until initiated into the higher degrees, when he 
will be entrufted with the hieroglyphics of the Order.f 
He will alfo remember, that he is never to write the 
name of his order ; fo venerable a word cannot be 
expofed to prophane eyes, and a circle with a point 
in the middle of it will fupply this facred word, and a 
long fqtaare or parcllelogram a will denote the word 
Lodge. 

After thefe preliminary ftudies, the young brother m - 
receives a part of the code, under the title of Statutes a^ule* 
of the IUuminees* But thefe firft ftatutes are nothing 
more than a fnare, and the young Novice, with plea- 
sure no doubt, fees them begin with the following 
words : 

" For the tranquillity and feenrity of all the Bre- 
€i thren, whether Novices or aftive Members of the 
" Society, and to prevent all ill-grounded fufpicions, 
u or difagreeable doubts, the venerable order declares, 
« that it abfolutely has in view no projeft, enterprize, 
" or undertaking hurtful to the Jiate, to religion, or to 
u good morals ; and that it favours nothing of that tia- 
" ture in any of its members. Its defigns, all its toils, 
" folely tend to infpire men with a zeal for the perfec- 
€€ tion of their moral characters, to impregnate them 
" with humane and fociable fentiments, to counteract 
" the plans of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled and 
w fufFering virtue, to favour the advancement of men 
u of merit, and to render thofe fciences univerfal which 

• Sec the real Illuminee firfr degree. 

f The common cypher of the Uluminees confift in numbers correk 
ywnding to letters in the following order : 

12. ii. 10. 9. 8. 7. 6. 5. 4. 3- 2* 1. 

a. b. c. d. e. £ g, h. i. k. 1. m. 
^3. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 2a 21. 22. 23. 24. 
n. o. p. q. r. s. t. u. w. x. y. z. 

The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and arc copied 
from thofe published at the end of the degree of Scotch Knight or 
Directing Illuminee. There is a third cypher, but that has iwvcr beeu 
published. 

Vol. III. g 
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fl tatR ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

* are as yet hidden from the generality of men. Such 

* is not the coloured pretext, bat the real object of the 
« order."* 

Even (hotdd the Novice not have entirely laid afide 
all his fnfpicions refpecting the intentions of the order, 
itill fo pofitive a declaration he muft think would gnat 
rantee him as to all obligations which might be impofed 
-upon him. His grand aim is to be, to form his heart, 
in fuch a manner as to gain not only the affeftion of 
Ws friends but even of his enemies. He is pofitivcly 
Ordered to endeavour with all his might to acquire both 
interior and exterior perfedion. It js true that he is 
foon after as pofitively ordered to jtudy the arts of dip 
fimulaling and difguife ; but then the Brother InfimJafior 
is at his elbow, to explain to him how tla; art coin- 
? cides with true perfection, and thus fupprefs any lu£ 

picions which might arife from a companion of thefc 
two injunctions. Befides, the Novice has many other 
duties to fulfil, which will deprive him of opportunity 
for fuch reflections. 
!v He is next told, that the Brethren mnft have but one 

Study the mind, one will, and fimilar fentiments ; that, to eflfeft- 
moralitj of ua j c fhis, the order has made choice of certain works, 
the Order. to w hj c h j^ muft apply with the greateft attention. 
Should the Novice be one of thofe men whom an at- 
tachment to the Gofpel rendered more circumfpeA as 
to the fnares laid for his belief, the very choice of the 
books would foffice to (hew him, that the firft objeft 
of the Infinuator was to perfuade him, that k is not 
even neceflary to be a Cbriftian to acquire the perfec- 
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. The Morality he is taught 
is that of Epitkttts, Seneca, Antoninus, and Plutarch, all 
foreign to Cbtiftiattky. He will alfo receive the works 
*>f modem Sopbifters, fuch as Wieknd, Meiners, and 
Bajfado-ws, who by no means make perfection to confift 
in Chriftianity. Under the foothing and mellifluous 
language of a moderate and fpecious Philofophy> be 
wHl be led to lubricity and impiety, traced by the 
fophifticated pen of Helvetius in his celebrated work 
de L y Ef/>rit.\ But the Infmuator muft previoufly have 

* The True lHuminee, General Statutes — Original Writings, Vol I t 
Sed 8. 

f Sec the lift of thefe works in the Original Writings in the StatutCt 
Reformed, No. 25. 
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Sufficiently ftudied the dMpofkions of his pupil to know 
whether fuch pronofitions would any longer ftartle 
him. Befides* nothing is better calculated to diffipate 
all fuch fears, than the conftant application that is re* 
quired to thofe books which are put into the bands of 
the Novice, added to the care taken to deprive him of 
all fuch as might infpire him with contrary ideas. The 
Teachei* is carefully ta attend to all the rules laid down 
in the code on this fubjeft, and ta fee that his Novices 
fulfil the intentions of the order in this refpeft. He 
is frequently to converfe with diem •> he is to mark 
out their occupations for them ; he is even to make 
them unexpected viiits to furprife them, and thus to 
fee in what manner they apply to the code and other 
writings with which the order has entrufted them. He 
is to require an account of what they have read,, and 
extra&s from the different works ; he will affift thera 
by his explanations ; in ihort, nothing is to be neglect- 
ed which can fecure their progrefs in the Ijririt and 
morals of the order.* 

An object of far greater importance next attra&s the v. 
attention of the Novice ; it fa that which the code calls aiw ^r «f* 
the greatejl ofaU;k is, the knowledge af men. The tf£j£sL 
teacher will reprcfent this to his pupil as the mojt inte- 
reJHng ofaSfiiences.-f To make himfelf mafter of this 
fcience, the Novice receives the model of a journal in 
the form of tablets, and his teacher fliows him how 
they are to be ufed. Provided with this journal, he is 
to make his obfervations on every body he finds himfelf 
in company with j he is to trace their charafters, and 
account to. himfelf for every thing be has fecn or heard. 
Left his memory fhoukl fait him, he muft always be 
provided with a loofe paper or final! tablets, on which 
he may at all hours note his obfervations, which he i* 
afterwards carefully to digeft in his journal. To be 
certain of die Novice's attention to this point, the Bro- 
ther teacher will examine his tablets and his journal 
from time to time. To render him more expert in the 
art of drawing die charafters of the living, he will ex- 
crcife the Novices on ancient authors, and on die he- 

* Sec Inftru&iones pro InGnuantibira et Recipientibu*. 
f The true Uluniincc. Inftru&ions on the Art of forming Pugil%, 
No. i a. 

VoL IIL H. z 
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rocs of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftom is Co frequently 
recommended as this in all the code of Illuminiiin. It 
is to be the grand ftudy of the Novice, and the prime 
occupation ot every degree.* 

It is by his affiduity in this great art that the Novice 
will learn how to diftinguilh thofe whom he may here- 
after judge proper to be admitted into or rejected from 
the order ; and it is with that veiw that the Preceptor 
perpetually prefles him to propofc thofe whom he may 
think fit for the order. f By this means a double objeel 
is attained ; tirft, the propagation of the order ; and, 
fecondly, a knowledge of its friends or enemies ; the 
dangers it may be threatened with ; and the means to 
be adopted, or the perfons to be gained or courted, to 
avert the impending ftorm ; in nne, of extending its 
conquefts. Whether the Illuminee be a Novice, or in 
any other degree, he is bound by the laws of the order 
to make his report in the prefcribed forms at leaft once 
a month.J 
The Bonds While the Novice is perpetually making refearche« 
of the No- of this nature, he is not aware that he is as carefully 
VUXm watched by his Iniinuator, who on his fide notes and 

writes down every thing that he obferves either as to 
the failings or the progrefs, the ftrong or weftk fide of 
his pupil, and thefe he as regularly tranfmits to the 
fnperiors.§ 

The pupil little fufpefts that the grand object of his 
Infinuator is to bind him in fuch a manner to lllumi- 
nifm, even lotig before he is acquainted ivith any of ks 
fscrcts, that it ftiall be impoflible for him to break 
thofe bonds which fear and terror fhall have impofed 
upon him, ftiould he ever wiih to fhrink from the 
horrid plots and fyftems which he might thereafter 
difcover. 
' IV% Mind This profound policy of binding the Novices to Illu- 
0bediencc. rninifm confilts, iirft, in giving them a magnificent 
idea of the grandeur of the projects of the Sect, and, 
fecondly, -in a vow of blind obedience to the fuperiors in 

^ Sec Ibid. No. i>— Original Writings, the Statutes reformed, No. 
9, 10, r£, 14. — Inftru&io pro Infinuantibus, No. 5. pro Recipientibus* 
No. 16, &c. &c. 

f Inliru^ioncs pro Recipicntihus, No. 13. 

i In ftrutt Ions for the Intimated, No. 5. C. and Original Writings, &c. 

§ Inflructions for the Infinuatcr, No. 3 and 4.— The real Illuminee^ 
InftruCtic.es on the art of forming the Brethren, No. 1, a. 
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every thing which they judge conducive to the ends of 
the Order, which vow the lnfinuator is to find means 
of extorting from his pupil. 

It is here particularly that Weiftiaupt appears to 
wifli to aflimilate the government of his fed to that 
of the religious orders, and efpecially to that of the 
Jefuits, by a total facrifice of their own will and judg- 
ment, which he exa&s of the adepts ; and to the exer- 
cifing of the Novices in this point, he exprefsly adverts 
in his inftruftions to the Infinuators.* But this is pre- 
cifely the place to remark on the amazing difference 
between the illuminized and the religious obedience. 
Of that immenfe number of religious who follow the 
inftitutes of St. Bafil, St. Benedid, St. Dominic, or St. 
Francis, there is not one who is 4 not thoroughly con- 
vinced that there exifts a voice far more imperious 
than that of his fuperior, the voice of his confeience, of 
the gofpel, and of his God. There is not one of them 
who, fhould his fuperior command any thing contrary 
to the duties of a Chriftian, or of an honeft man, would 
not immediately fee that fuch a command was a re- 
leafe from Ms vow of obedience. This is frequently 
repeated and clearly expreffed in all the religious in- 
•ftitutes, and no where more explicitly or pofitively than * 
in thofe of the Jefuits. They are ordered to obey their 
fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obedience is not 
fmful, ubi non cerneretitr peccatunu\ It is only in cafes 
where fuch obedience can have no finful tendency 
whatever, ubi definiri non pofjit aliquod peccati genu* 
intercedcre.% And, as if this were not fufficiently ex- 
prefied, we hear their founder, at the very time when 
he recommends obedience to his religious, exprefsly 
faying, but remember that your vow is binding only when 
tl)e commands of man are not contrary to thofe of God, 
ubi Deo contraria non pracipit homo.* All thofe per- 
fons therefore who, like Mirabeau, furmifed certain 
coincidences, or as he calls them points of conta£l> be- 
tween the religious inftitutes, and the code of the II lu- 
minees, fhould have begun by obferving, that religious 

* Mirabeau Monarchic PrulBcnne, Vol. V. and Eflay on the Illurei* 
pecs, Chap. III.— Lai t Obfervations by Philo, page 61. 

f Conflitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. I. Parag. % % VoL I. Edi- 
tion of Prague. f Ibid. Part. VI. Chap. L 

* Ej>iiL Ignatii Dc Obedientia. 
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obedience is in ks very eflencc an obligation of doing 
all the good which may be prefcribed without the leait 
taint or harm. It was eafy for them on the contrary 
to dcmonftrate, that the obedience fought for by Wcii- 
haupt's code was a diipofition to obey every order re- 
ceived from the fuperior in fpite of conference, and un- 
beedful of the moil iniquitous guilt, provided it tended 
to the good of the order. " Our fociety (for fuch are 
the expreffions of the code) exacts from its members 
u the facrifice of their liberty, not only with refpect to 

* all things, but alfolutcly with rtfpctt to every mean* 
u of attaining its end. Yet the prefumption on the 
u goodnefs of the fneans prescribed is always in favour 
u of the orders given by the fuperior s. They are clear- 
u er-fighted on thi$ object ; they are better acquainted 
" with it ; and it is on this very account that they are 
u nominated fuperiors— It is their buiintfs to lead you 
u through the labyrinth of errors and darknefe ; and in 

* fuch a cafe obedience is not only a duty, but an ob» 

* jtecl for grateful acknowledgment."* 

Such ia the obedience of the Illuminees ; nor is there 
a fingle exception to be found in all their code. We 
Jball fee the Novice, before he terminates his trials, 
- obliged to explain himfclf explicitly with refpect to or- 
ders which he may receive from his fuperiors, and 
which he may think contrary to his confcience. 
In the firft place his teacher is to entangle him, and 
make himfelf perfectly matter of his mod fecret 
thoughts. Under the pretence of knowing himfelf 
Hh fecms better, while ftudying the art of knowing others, the 
dSfcovercd. Novice is to draw a faithful picture of himfelf, to un- 
fold his interefb and connections, as well as thole of his 
family. 

Here again the Infinuator furnifhes him with the tar 
blets m the requifite form, that he may give this new 

Coof of confidence to the order ; but this will neither 
the laft nor the mod important one for which he 
will be called upon. 

On thefe tablets, the Novice is to write down his 
name, age, functions, country, and abode ; the fpccies 
of ftudy in which he occupies himfelf, the books of which 
his library is compofed, and the fecret writings of which 

• Statutes reformed, No. I, 4, and 2jw— The true Illumincc, Genenl 
Statutes, No. 11, 1 i. 
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he may be in poflcffion ; bis revenue, Iris friends, hh 
enemies, and the reafon of his enmities ; in fine, his 
acquaintances and his protectors. 

To this table he is to fubjoin a iecend, explaining 
the iame objefts with refped to his father, his mother, 
«nd aU their other children. He is to be very explicit 
with refped to the education they received, to their paf 
fions and prcjutHcts, to their Jirottg and weak fides* 

We will exemplify this fecond table by an extraft 
from the Original Writings, by which the reader will 
j>erceive that parents are not very much favoured— 

41 The Novice, Francis Antony St* * aged 22, w- 

44 pre&nts his father as violent, and qf fbldicrlike man* 
41 ners; his mother as a little avaricious; the weak fide 
" of both to be flattery and intereft ; both living afoer 
" the old fafliion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in 
u their devotion, headftrong, arrogant ; with difficulty 
M abandoning an ill-conceived jirojeft, and ftiB wore 
44 unforgiving to their enemies ; that they neverfheleft 
V were tittle bated, becaofe little feared ; and hardly 
* in the way of doing any body any harm." 

While the Novice is thus occupied in revealing aU 
tns fecrets, and thafe of bis family, the Infinuator on hit 
fide is drawing up a new ftatement ctf every thing he 
toas been able to difrover during the whole time c? ha 
pupiPs trufl, either wirfurefpeft to him or to his relation*. 
- On comparing the two itatements, (hould the fupe- 
rior approve of the admifKen of the Novice to the Uft 
proofs, he is then to aafwer the grand queftions. It 
is by thefe queftions that the Nqvke is to judge of tlie 
extent of the facrifke he is about to make, and of the 
awful fubjeftion of his whole will, confeience, and pcr- 
fon, to llluininifm, if he wifhes to gain admittance. 

The Queftions a*e twenty-four in number, and couch- QudBoai 
*d in the following terms : j* » *• 

I. Are you ftill defirous of being received into the ™* 
Order -of the Rtuminees ? 

II. Have you (erioufly reflected on the importance 
of the ftep you take, in binding y our fclf by engagements 
that are unknown tp you ? 

III. What hopes do you entertain, or by what reafons 
are you induced to enter among us? 

IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that wtfh, though 
you fliould find that wc had no other ob)e& or advaa* 
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tage whatever in view but the perfe&ion of mankind ? 

V. What would be your conduft ihould the Order 
be of new invention ? 

VI. Should you ever difcover in the Order any tkincr 
wicked, or wtjuji to be done, what part would you take £ 
Wenn unanftandige, ungerechte fachen vorkamen, wie 
er lich verhaken wurde ? 

VII. Can you and will you look upon the welfare of the 
Order as your oivn ? 

VIII. We cannot conceal from you, that Members, 
entering into our Order without any other motive than 
to acquire power, greatneft, and conlideration, are 
not thofe whom we prefer. In, many cafes one muft 
know how to lofe in order to gain. Are you aware 
of all this? 

IX. Can you love all tht Members of the Order, 
even fuch of your enemies as may be members of it ? * 

X. Should it fo happen that you Ihould be obliged 
to do good to your enemies who arie of the. Order, to 
recommend them, for example, or extol them ; would 
you be difpofed to do fo ? • » 

XI. Do you, moreover, grant the power, of life and 
death to our Order or Society ? On what grounds 
would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch a right ; Ob 
er diefer gefdschaft, oder or/ler ouch das jus vitje et 
he cis, aus was grunden, oder nkh zugejtehe? 

XII. Are you' difpofed on alloccafians to give the pre- 
ference to men of our Order, over all other, men ? 

XIII. How would you wifli to revenge yourfelf of 
any injuftice, either great or fmall, which you may 
have received from mangers or from any one of our 
Brethren ? 

XIV. What would be your conduft fhpuld you ever 
repent of having joined our Order ? 

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefc 
and misfortune? 

XVI. Do you renounce the idea of ever making 
your birth, employment, flation, or power, ferve to the 
prejudice or contempt of any one of the Brethren ? 

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of becoming 
a Member of any other fociety ? 

XVIII. Is it from levity, or in hopes of foon being 
acquainted with our conilitution, that you io xafily 
make thefe promifes I 
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XIX. Are you fully determined to obferve our 
laws ? 

XX. Do you fubjeft yottrfelf t% a blind obediencb. 
Without aby: restriction whatever? And do you 
kgtow the Jifengti> of fuel) cm engagement ? Ober unbe*. 
dingten gehoriam angelobe, mid wide was das fey ? 

; XXI. I* there no confideratkm tiiat can deter you 
from entering into our Order ? ■ 

XXII. Will you\ in cafe it is required y affifi in the pro- 
pagatian of the Order, Jkpport it by your cotmfds^ by your, 
money, and by 4$ .other means ? 

XXHI. J&d.yofi any expectation that you would 
bave to aafwer agy of thefe queftions ; and if fo* 
Which qudlionw^. it \ 

XXIV. What fecuritv can you give us that you 
will keep* thefis promi&s y and to what puniflimcnt 
will you fiibjeift Jotir&lf in c$fe you Qiotild hreak any 
of them l\ 

In order to judge of the nature of the anfwers writ* 
ten a«ti(t figfted by, tjie Novice, and confirmed by h» 
oath, it wHlto ftifficient to caft our eyes on the account 
of the reception of two Brethren, as it i$ contained in tho 
archives of the feft. To the Vlth queftion Jbould you 
ever difiover in tlfcQncter any thing wicked or itnjuji to be 
dtine, what pflrt WQbtid you tale ? The firft of thefe two 
Novices, aged 22, and natned Francis Anthony St. ...* 
tinftuersj ftue4rs % aHdfifens, u I would certainly execute 
f thofe things, if fo tomraanded by the Order, becaufo 
«.k may be vtry poffible that jl am not capable of 
^judging of what isjflft or unjuft. Befides, fliould they 
f'*e unjuft' under one af^jeft, they would ceafe to be 
11 fo as jfbon As they became a means, of attaining happu 
v nep 9 the general eml" 

The Novice Francis Xaverius B.... . anfwers, 
foears, and figus, it) Kke mariner, " I would not rcfufe 
v to execute thpfe things (wicked and unjuft) provided 
u they contributed to the general good." 
- To die Xlrtrqueftion, on life and death, the firft No- 
vice anfwers with the fame formalities, u Yes, I ac 
« knowledge this right in the Order of Illuminees ; 
" and why fliould I refufe it to the Order, fhould it ever 

* Original Writings. The account of the reception of two Novice*, 
Vol. I. Setft. 1/. 

Vol. Ill I 
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a find itfelf neceffitated to exercife it, as perhaps with* 
" out fuch a right it might have to fear its awful ruin.- 
(t The jtate would lofe little by it, Jince the dead man 
€t would be replaced by fo many others. Betides, I refer 
u to my anfwer to queftion VI. ;" that is to fay, where 
he promifed to execute whatever was juft or unjufly 
provided it was with the approbation or by order of 
the Superiors. 

The fecond anfwers> fwears, and figns to the fame 
queftion, " The fame reafon which makes me recog- 
" nize the right of life and death in the governors of 
tf nations, leads me to recognize moft willingly the 
u fame power in my Order, which really contributes to 
u the happinefs of mankind as much as governors of 
u nations ought to do. w 

On the XXth queftion, on blind obedience without re* 
fit iclion, one anfwers, " Yes, without doubt, the promifi 
" is of the utmoji importance ; neverthclefs I look upon 
« it as the only poffible means by which the Order can 
u gain its ends." The fecond is lefs precife : " When 
u I confider our Order as of modern invention and a» 
u little extended> I have a fort of repugnance in bind-^ 
u ing myfelf by fo formidable a promife ; becaufe in that 
u cafe I am juftified in doubting whether a want of 
u knowledge, or even fome domineering paflion might 
u not fometimes occafion things to be commanded to- 
" tally oppofite to the propofrd objeft of the general 
u welfare. But when I fuppofe the Order to be more 
" uniyerfally fpread, I then believe, that in a fociety 
u comprehending men of fuch different (rations, front 
u the higher to the lower, thofe men are beft enabled 
" to know the courfc of the world, and how to diftin- 
" guifh the means of accomplifhing the laudable pro- 
" jefts of the Order." 

This doubt of the Novice as to the antiquity of th<* 
Order rauft have difpleafed Weiftiaupt, who fpared no 
pains to make it appear that llluminifm was of ancient 
date, the better to excite the curiofity and the venera- 
tion of the pupils, being content to enjoy the glory of 
his invention with his profound adepts to whom only 
he revealed the fecret of the invention in the higheft 
degrees and with the laft mylteries. But our Novice 
went on to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the 
Qrder to be of ancient than of modern invention ; and. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



*HE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. f\ 

like his fellow Novice, be ' c promifes to be faithful to 
all the laws " of his Order, to fupport it with his coun- 
<( fels, his fortune, and all other means' ; and finifhes 
u by fubje&ing bimfilf to forfeit bis honour, and even 
u bis life, Jhould he ever break bis promifc"* 

When the Infinuator has found means of binding the 
Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and efpecially when 
the young candidate (hall have recognised without he- 
fitation that ftrange and awful right which fubjed? 
the life of every citizen to the fatellites of Illuminifm, 
fbould any be unfortunate enough to difpleafe its fu« 
periors ; when the Novice is blinded to iucli a degree 
as not to perceive that this pretended right, far from 
implying a fbciety of fages,. only denotes a band of 
ruffians and a federation of aflaifins like the emiflarics 
of the Old Man of the Mountain ; when, in fhort, he 
{hall have fubmitted himfelf to this terrible power, the 
oath of the modern Seyde is fent to the archives of the 
Order. His difpofitions then prove to be fuch as the 
fiiperiors required to confer on him the fecond degree 
of the preparatory clafs ; and the Infinuator concludes 
bis million by the Introduction of his pupil. 

At the appointed time in the dead of the night, the The pr<v 
Novice is lead to a gloomy apartment, where two men motion of 
are waiting for him, and, excepting his Infinuator, ^ Novicc# 
thefe are the firft two of the fedl with whom the No. 
vice is made acquainted. The fuperior or his dele- 
gate holds a lamp in his hand half covered with a 
made; his attitude is fevere and imperious; and a 
naked fword lies near him on the table. The other 
man, who ferves as Secretary, is prepared to draw up 
the ad of Initiation. No mortal is introduced but the 
Novice and his Infinuator, nor can any one elfe be pre- 
fent. A queftiou is firft alked him, whether he ftill 
perfeveres in the intention of entering the Order. On 
his anfwering in the affirmative, he is fent by himfelf 
into a room pcrfe&ly dark, there to meditate again on 
bis refolution. Recalled from thence, he is queilioned 
again and again on his firm determination blindly to 
obey all the laws of the Order. The introducer an- 
swers for the difpofitions of his pupil, and in return 
xequefts the prote&ion of the Order for hinu 
** See the two accounts. 

vol. m. u , 
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* Your requeft is juft," Replies the fuwrior to rite 
Novice. " In the name of the moft Serene Order 
44 from which I hold my powere, and in the name of 
u all its Members, I promife you protection, jufticc, 
u and help. Moreover, I proteft to you once more, 
u that you v/ill find nothing amon* us hurtful either to 
u Religion, to Morals, or to the State /'—here the Ini- 
H tiator takes in his hand the naked fword which lay 
upon the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the No* 
vice, continues, " but (hould you ever be a traitor ot 
€t a perjurer, affbre yourfelf that every Brother will be 

* called upon to arm againft you. Do not flatter your-* 
u feff with the poffibility of cfcaping, or of finding a 
4t place of fecurity.— Wherever thou mayeft be, the 
4e rage of the Brethren, fhame and remorfe (hall fol* 
c< low thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.^^—He lays 
down the fword.— u But if you perfift in the deiign of 

* being admitted into our Order, take this oath i* ' 

The oath is conceived in the following terms : 
44 In prcfence of the all powerful God, and of yoti 
* c Plenipotentiaries of the moft high and mod ex± 
44 cellent Order into which I afk admittance, I acknow* 

* ledge my natural weaknefs, and all the infufficiency 
« of my ftrength. I confcfe that, notwichftanding all 
4< the privileges of rank, honours, titles, or riches which 
** I may poflefs in civil fociety, I am but a man like 
44 other men ; that I may lofc them all by other mof- 
«* tals, as they have been acquired tfirou^h them ; that 
44 I am in abfolute want of their approbation and of 
" their efteem ; and that I muft do my utmoft to de- 
"ferve them both. I never will employ either the 
44 power or confequence that I may pofleis to the pre*. 
tl judice of the general welfare. I will, on the con- 
u trary, reiift with all my might the enemies of human 
. u nature, and of civil fociety." Let the reader obferve 
thefe laft words ; let him remember them when read* 
ing of the myfteries of Illuminifin ; he will then be 
able to conceive how, by means of this oath to main*' 
rain civil ficiety, Weifhaupt leads the adepts to tht 
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of fociety. 
*' I promife," continues the adept, 4t ardently to feize 
" every opportunity of ferving humanity, of improving 
i( my mind and my will, of employing all my nfeful 
<< accoiripliihments for the general good, in as much 
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* as the wjfare'&id tbt fiat Met of the fbciety fhaU'rc 
a quire it of me. * 

" I vow (ich gelobe) ml eternal fAmct r ** bivloklle 
* l obedience and fidelity to all my firperir/rs mid to the 
" Jiatntcs of the Order. With respect to what mat 
** »e the GijECT of thb Order / jtMy Cmd a'jiilutely 
u renounce my own penetration and my own judgment* 

u I promile to look upon ti*e hitercfts of the Order 
«' as my own ; and as long as I fhali be a Member of 
u it, I promif Hfirvt it with my life, my honour, mi 
" my eflatcs. Should I cwr, tbrongli imprudence, 
«* paffion, or wickedne6> aft contrary to the laws of ta 
" the welfare of the Serene Order, / then fubjeci my* 

* filf to whoever pumfhment it may pteafe to inJM 
4t upon me." 

" I aifo promife to help die Order, to the beft of 

* my power, and ac"«tfding to my confcicnce, with 
n my counfcb and nry a&uins* and without the lcaft 

* attention to my perianal iotereft \ ai&, to look upoft 
u all friends and enemies of the Order as nay own, 
f and to behave to them as the Order (hall dire A. I 
» am cqaafly difpafe&tb labrar with all ifly might and 
" aJ) my means at the propagation and advancement 

* of the Order. 

" In thefe promifes I renounce every fecret referva- 
u tion, and engage to fulfil them all, according to the 
a true purport of the words, and according to the figniju 
" cation attached to them by the Order when it prefcr'u 
« bed tl>e Oath— 

" So help me God." n. n. 

The oath being figned by the Novice, and enregif- 
tered in the minutes of the Order, the Initiator de- 
clares his admiffion, telling him at the fame time that 
he is not to expect to know all the members, but thofe 
only who, being of the fame degree, are under the 
fame fuperior. — From that moment advanced to the 
degree of Minerval, he is inftrufted in the figns of his 
new degree, which are much of the fame nature as 
thofe of Mafonry. He is then enjoined to give an ex- 
aft lift of all Ins books, particularly of thofe which might 
be precious or ufeful to the Order. He alfo receives 
the following queftions which he is to anfwer in 
writing. 
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*HE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIkACY. 

I. What fhould you wifh to be the objeft of our 
Order ? 

II. What means, either primary or fecondary, do 
you think mod conducive Co the attainment , of that 
objeft? 

III. What other things would you wifh to find 
among us? 

IV. What men do you either hope to meet,, or not 
to meet, among us? # 

The anfw^rs given to thefe queftions will enable the 
Superiors to judge how far the young adept has imbi- 
bed the principles of the Order. But other helps are 
preparing for him, that be may be able to demonftrate 
by his aniwers both the progrds he has made and that 
which he may be expe&ed to make. 

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerval, he will 
find himfclf in future a Member of the Academy of 
the fed. Let us then obferve well both the Scholars 
and their Matters ; for they (till belong to the clafs of 
preparation. 

* True Illuminee ift initiation, Page 51 and following. Origin* 
IITritings, Vol I. Scd. 15. 
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CHAP. V. 

Third Part of the Code of the IUuminees— Second pre- 
paratory Degree— The Academy of Iliumbti/m, or the 
Brethren of Minerva. 

WEISHAUPT, ruminating on what turn he (hould Objea of 
give to his Code of lUurainifm, that its progrefc thk **&** 
might be more fubtile and infallible, cxpreffes hirafclf 
in the following terras, on the preparatory degrees 
which were to focceed to the novitiate of his pupils* 

* I am thinking of eftabltfhing, in the next degree, a 

* fort of an academy of Literati. My deiign would 
" include the ftudy of the Ancients, and an applica* 

* tion to die art of obferving and drawing characters 

* (even thofe of the* living ;) and treatifes and quefc 

* tions, propofed for public competitions, fhoold fornr 
" the occupadons of our pupils.—/ jhould vnfh, more 
« ejpeeialty, to make them fptes over each other in par- 
** ticular, and over all in general. It is from this clafe 
44 that I would feleft thofe who have fliown the great- 
44 eft aptnefe for the myftcries. My determination, in 
44 fbort, is, that in this degree they {hall labour at the 
44 difcovery and extirpation ofrprejudices. Every pu-* 
44 pil (for example) (hall declare^ at leaft once a month, 

* all thofe which be may have difcoYcred in himfelf ; 
« v which may have been his principal one, and how fer 
" he has been able to get the better of k" 

Ever influenced by a bitter, hatred againft the Jcfu- 
its, he does not bWhr to fay — u I mean that this de- 
w claration (halt- be among us, what confeffion was 
44 among them." He was, however, unfortunate in 
his application ; for in the Order of the Jefuits, no fu- 
perior could ever hear the confeffions of the inferiors ; 
and thus their very inilitutes rendered the horrid abufe 
impofiible, under which Weifhaupt affecled to cloak 
the abominable breach of confidence with refpeft to 
his pupils, when he fays, " by thefc means I (hall diA 

* cern thofe who fhow difpofitions for certain fpeciat 
« Doftrines relative to' Government or to JR^figiow."*; 

,% Orij. Writ. VolJ^Jjct, 4. to Cat* 
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The ftattites of their Mlnerval degree are drawn up 
with a little more circumfpccYion, and fimply declare^ 
" that the Order in that degree wiflies to be confidered 
" only as a learned fociety or academy, confecrating 
«-' its toils to form the hearts arid minds of its young 
u pupils both hy example and precept."f Thefe are 
called the Brethren of Minerva, aud are under the di- 
rection of the Major or Minor Illuminces. The aca- 
demy' properly (b called is cohipofcd of ten, tweivq; 
and ibmetiines iiftcen Minervab, Under the dire&itfn 
and tuition of a major Iiluminee. t 

Of the Mi- * n ^ kakndar of the feci, the days on which the 
nerval Aca- academy meets are catted holy; fend its fittings are ge* 
•jemy. its nerally held twice a month y always at the new moon.* 
fitting*. Hie placd where they meet is calfcrdj in their language/ 
a Church. km\itt: always be pircrcded by an ami* 
chamber, with- a ftrong door anaaed wkh bulla* whicfr 
is to be (hut during 'the time of the n^eetJng^; amJLthe 
whole apartment is to; be lb diipofed^tba't it ih*U be im* 
poffible for iitfrutfeW-either to fee* or hear any thing 
thaff is going forwareL* ■> - > 

At the commenetment of each fitting, the Prefideri* 
k always to read, .and,, after his faflaion, comment off 
feme chofen paflagesiofriw Biblz, or Scmca f or Epifr 
Utur 9 Marcus Aufietiut; or • Conjueius.Jp The care he 
lakes to give. to all thqfa works die; felnc wei^lK an* 
^utlioriry, will he fufficicnt to make ther pupils view the 
)}&k in a fiinilar Hghti wkh the wbrks of the Pagait 
Phildbpliers. . . v., - .' » 

This le&trra over, each pupft is qikflrioned f as to 
<< the books which he has read firire the lafl meet 
& big ; on the obfer vitrons or cttjfcavitrift&foe may havcf 
u made ; and onrhis labours or fervices toward the pro-' 
? grefs of the Onckrw? • i 

Its Library ^ or are *^ c ft^cs^iartd the books of which thd 
' Brethren are. to give an account, left to their owq 
choice. To each of thefe academies there is approprv, 
atcd a particular library, whenever circumftances will 
permit, calculated to infiire the fpirit of the Order; 
and this collection the fed takes ca*e to fiimifti. By 

Iww procu- three different means it is accomplished. Firft, by the 
red* 



f Statutes of the Miiierval, No. 16. 

* See the Minerval Ritual J Ibid* 
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•money which the Brethren contribute ; fecondly, by 
die lift of his own private library, which is exalted 
from each candidate, who is obliged to furnifli there- 
from fuch books as may be required of him ; the third 
means is derived from Weifhaupt's grand principle, 

that EVERY tHlXG WHICH 18 USEFUL IS AN ACT OF VIE* 

tfuE. Now as it would be. very ufeful for the Order 
to get poffeflion of thofe rare books and precious mar 
nuicripts which Princes, Nobles, and Religious Orders 
keep (hut up among their archives or in the libraries ; 
all Iliuminees ading as librarians or archive-keepers 
are admonifhed, exhorted, and fcrioufly preffed not to 
make any fcruple of fecrctly dealing fuch books or 
manufcripfcs, and putting them into the poffeffion of 
the feci. This is one of the moft explicit leflbns that 
Weifhaupt gives to his adepts; at one time telling 
them not to make a cafe of confiience of giving to the 
Brethren what they may have belonging to the library 
pf the Court; at another, fending a hit of what fliould 
be ftolen from that of the Cannes, he fays, " all tbefe 
yuould be of much greater ufe if they were in our bands.-* 
What do thofe rajcals do with all thofe books /** 

Yet, notwithstanding the caution with which the 
founder as yet withholds certain books from the hands 
of the Minerval, it is. dear from the very aflbrtment of 
the libraries of the Order, that he does not helkate at 
giving the pupils a certain number directly tending to 
the grand object, and particularly of thofe which ma} 
create a contempt for religion. He wiihes much to 
fee an impartial hijlory of tfje church; and he even 
propofes hereafter to publifh one hirofelf, or at lead to 
contribute many articles toward fuch a work. Ho 
stalls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpi, to Lc 
Brefs-arfenal of calumnies, and in fhort to all that lias 
been written againft Religious Orders, f He had even 
put on the lift thofe impious works which appeared 
under the name of Frsret. He feemed to have for- 
gotten for a moment his ordinary prudence ; but, 
yarned of it by Kmgge 9 he corrected his error4 Many 
other books, however, were to be comprehended in 

• Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 45. J Ibid. 

} Letter of Philo to Cato. ' **** 
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the Minerval library, which were to difjruife the o\p 
jcft of it ; and it was one duty of the Preiiding IUumi* 
nee to fele& fuch as would gradually direct his pupili 
to the grand object of the feci ; always remembering, 
that the mod impious and feditious were refirved for 
the higher degrees. Should the Prefident chance to find 
the Syjlem of Nature, Natural Polity, hdvetius on Man, 
or other fuch books, in the hands of his pupil> he was 
to avoid fbowing his pkafure or difpleafure, and leave 
them.* In (hort, it is in the Minerval fchools that the 
teachers are in a particular manner to practife that 
great art of rrtaking the adepts rather as it were invent 
than learn the principles ot the Order ; becaufe they 
will then, looking upon them as the offspring of their 
own genius, more ftrongly adhere to them. 
. There is yet another fcheme in thefe fchools for at- 

c ^ 12 ^ nip *" taching the young adepts to the Order*— Every bro^ 
ther is, at his firft reception, to declare to what art or 
fcience he means principally to apply, unlefs his ftation, 
genius, or particular circuraftances, debar him from 
the literary career; in which latter cafe, pecuniary 
contributions are to be an equivalent for thofe fervices 
which his talents cannot contribute^ If the Brethren 
adopt literary purfuits, then the Order enters into en- 
gagements to furnifti them with all poflible affiftance 
to forward their undertakings in the art or fcience on 
-which they Ihall have determined ; unlefs they fhould 
have cholen Theology or Jurifprudejice, two fciencet 
which the Order abfolutely excepts from any fuch 
agreement.:): 

Thefe fuccours for the Minerval have a twofold ten- 
dency. On the one fide, they ferve to prove that the 
adept does not neglett the fcience he has determined on> 
as he is to give an annual account of the difcoveries he 
has made, and of the authors from which he has made 
Selections. On the other hand, the brethren following 
the fame branches of ftudy are defired to help him witlt 
all the means in their power. Should he meet with 
difficulties which he cannot folve, he may apply to his 
fuperior, who will either fblve them himfelf, or fend 
them to other members of the Order, who, better 

* Letter 3, to Cata 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. I. — Summary of the InHitute, N#» 9. 

I Statute* of the Minerval, No. {, 
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terfed in thofc fciences, and bound to enlighten their 
brethren, will fend the required folutions.§ 

That this degree of Minerval may have all the ap- its prixdt 
pearances of a literary fociety, the fuperiors annually 
propofe forae queftion for a public compofition. The 
anfwers or differtations are judged as in academies* 
and the difcourfe which obtains the prize is printed at 
the expenfe of the Order. The fame advantages are 
held out to all adepts who wifh to publifh their works, 

Provided they are not foreign to the views of the 
ounder.*— They are fure to coincide with his inten- 
tions fhould they be of the nature of thofe which he 
calk pafquils, or fuch as would create mirth among the 
people at the expenfe of the priefthood, and of religious 
truths ; fuch as parodies on the Lamentations of Jere- 
miah, or bwlefque imitations of the Prophets ; in a 
ijroirl, all fuch fatires as difpofe the people to the grand 
objeft of the Scft. The Minerval can give no better 

Jjroofe than thefe of his progrefs. The lea has bepk- j —fl* 
ellers who put thefe works into circulation, and the 
profits are tranfmitted to the coffers of the Order. 

It is, however, to be obferved, that fhould a Mines- 
ral, or any other of the Brethren, make a difcovery in 
any art or lucrative fcience, he is obliged, under pain 
of being looked upoaas a falfe Brother, to impart the. 
fecret to the Order, who will look upon itfelf as pro- 
prietor of fucb fecrets fhould they have been difcovered 
by a Brother after his admiflion among them.f 

Left he fhould be unobferved when travelling, the 
Minerval is never ta undertake any journey without 
previoufly informing his fuperiors, who will fend him 
letters of recommendation for different Brethren on the 
road. He, in return, muft carefully report every thing / 

that he fhall difcover during his travels, which may be 
to the advantage or difadvantage of the Order.J 

But we muft not forget to mention, that during the its rcpi^ 
academic fittings, the prefiding Illuminee is at lead niand* 
once a month tq take a review of the principal faults 
.which he may have obferved in any of his pupils. He 

§ Ibid. No. 2. 

• Statutes of the Minerval, Noa. 6 and 10. 

| Summary of the Inftitutes, No. n.— The trae Illuminee.. 

\ Statutes of the Minerval, No. u. 
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Is to interrogate them concerning thofe whkh thfy 
may have obferv^d themfelves ; " and it woiild be aa 
unpardonable negleft," fays the ftatutes, u fhould any 
pupil pretend that during the fpacc of & whole month 
lie had remarked nothing reprehenfible. This Would 
be a proof of the utmoji neglivente in the training of his 
mind to obfirvation; and the Superior muft notfiiffer ft 
to Pajs without reprehenfioru He muft alfo make h& 
observations in fuch a manner as to excite their feriou* 
attention, and effe&udlly to imprefs them with proper 
notions, fo that each on returning home fhall be readjf 
to put in practice his advice for the advantage of thi 
Order.* Befide, the Superior is as much as poflible t6 
avoid letting a day pafs without feeing his pupils, eithefr 
tie vifiting them, or they him.f 

But what can be the objeft of fuch vigilance, fuch 
unremitting attention to the Minerval Academy? A 
(ingle word from the adept who, under the infpe&ioti 
of Weifhaupt, organized its laws, will explain thb 
enigma. It is, to adopt Knigge*$ expreffions, by thfe 
works required of the voung Academicians that the 
Order will be able to juage Whether they are of that 
fort ofjhff (that is to fay of that turn df mind, fuf-, 
*he judg- .ceptible of all the principles of Impiety artd Anarchy) 
n-.entof the which is neceflary for the higher degrees. After all 
Minerval t j le f e labours, flioiild the Minerval adept (till retain any 
of what they call religionijt inclinations, he will then re- 
ceive the three firft ^fafonic degrees, and in them hte 
may moulder during the reft of his life in the inpgnificant 
fludy of all their hieroglyphics. He Witt indeed ftill contk 
iiuc under the infpeftion of the Superiors of the Order ; 
but he may reft allured, that he will always remain a 
\ Minerval, with a brevet of imbecility, oh the regiftefa 

of the feft-t On the contrary, fhould he hiave lnowh 
a fufficient want of attachment to religion or to life 
Prince ; fhould he entimfiaftically imbibe the principle* 
of Uluminifm,— he will certainly be promoted to high- 
er degrees. During his Academical courfe the left 
has had unerring means of judging him, viz. by the 
queftions he has folved (and which were put by th* 
Order, not fo much with a view of cxercifing his ta«i 

* Inflru&ions for the Minerval, No. 4. 

f IWd. No. 3. 

I Laft wcrd from Philo, f age 90* 
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lehts (is of pryihg fato bis optoiotts), anil by the ftarw 
ftientfe delivered in fy the Scrutators, of the impreffioti 
made by the different principles which they had <tt£ 
feminated either itl the (hape of coriverfation, or by 
Way of refutation, to try the young Minerva!. 

The queftiotas whfch lie has had to inveftigate during 
his courfe fometimfcs regarded the fecret of the Sect f 
at others, the foctirfty of the adepts, arid of die fiu 
J>eriors. To eftvctoplhe chiefs in impenetrable dark* 
fiefs* arid that Ihdir afylum may be proof agahift all 
attempts, death itfttf te to be divefted <frf its horrors. 
The Minerval muft not finifh his Academical eourft 
till he has fhown how far fuch fears have loft their in- 
fluence over him ; he (hall declare whether he is ready 
to fubmit to every torture, rather than give the leait 
information concerning the Order ; or even evade the 
temptation by poifon or fuicide. A differtation upon 
Cato, for example, will be given him as a talk ; and 
his management of it will (how whether he is ready to 
fall by his own hand for the prefervation of the Bre- 
thren. The patet exit us, or the exit -is free, that is to 
fay, that every man is free to leave this life at pleafure, is 
one of thofe grand principles which muft be advanced ; 
it muft be commented on and difcufled by the young 
adept ; and ihould any of thofe puerile ideas appear, 
which lead to believe in a God the avenger of fuicide, 
he is not the man to be entrufted with the fecret, and 
he (hall be rejected.* 

Many other queftions are propofed in order to con- 
vince the fed of the principles of the young Academi- 
cian. It muft found his opinions on the means it 
employs, and on thofe in which he may hereafter be 
inftrumental. He will be ordered to difcufs Weif- 
haupt's famous doctrine, that the end Janttifies ths 
means ; that is to fay, that there are no means, not 
even theft, poifon, homicide, or calumny, but are juft 
and laudable when ufed for the attainment of objects 
which the Order may choofe to ftyle juft or holy.f 

After all this, the Minerval (hall furnifti fome dif- 
fertation from which his opinions on Kings and Prieftj 
may be afcertained \% but the prefiding adept muft 
carefully avoid compromiiing himfelf; he muft not 

* $ee hereafter the Chapter on Juridical Depofiticmfc 
J Ibid. 4 Ibid* 
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dpenly applaud the epigrams* farcafms, or even Mat 
phemies of his pupil ; that muft be left to the brethren 
vifitors, who will infinuate and encourage them withn 
cut ever hinting that they are in perfeS u niton with 
the myfteries of the Order. He muft not fail, how* 
ever, to obferve which of his pupils are the mod 
fcealous for fuch doftrines, and who complacently re«* 
peat thefe farcafms or blafphemies $ thole, in mort, 
trho enthufiaftically blend them in their Academical 
compofitions. This accompliflied, they have run their: 
Academic career, and are next promoted to the de-. 
grec of Minor Illumine*. 
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CHAP. VI. 

.Fourth Part of the Code of Uluminees.— Third prepare* 
tory Dsgree^/the Minor IUuminee. 

THE object of the degree of Minor IUuminee is, Double ot* 
not only to difpofe the Brethren more and more Cf*°* th3a 
for the fecrets which have not yet been revealed to D *^ rcc ' 
them ; but it has alfo in view their preparation for 
prefiding over the Minerval Academies in which they 
have already fliown their talents, and their zeal for 
the Seel. The means which are to produce this dot** 
ble effect are worthy of remark, on account of on* 
pf thofe artifices which Weiftiaupt alone could have 
invented. 

The Minor Illuminees hold fittings fimilar to thofe 
of the Minerval Academy. The Prefident muft necefc 
farily be one of thofe adepts who, initiated in the higher 
myfteries of Illuminifm, have attained the degree of 
Priejh He, alone having any knowledge of thefe 
higher myftcrics, is particularly enjoined to keep h» 
pupils in the perfuaiion that beyond fhe degree in 
which he is there is no farther fecret to impart to 
them. But he is to fpare no pains to infiife thofe 
opinions into their minds, of which the laft myfteries 
are but the development. The Minor Illuminees are 
imperceptibly to become as it were the inventors and 
authors of Weifliaupt's principles 5 that, believing them 
to be the offspring of their own genius, they may 
-more zealoufly defend and propagate them- " It is 
" neceflary," fays the code, " that the adept [hould look 
" upon bimfeif as the founder of the new Order," that 
hence he may conceive a natural ardour for its fucceis. 
To effectuate this object, an exordium is appropriated 
to the initiation in this degree. It is one of thofe dif- 
courfes, which, replete with voluntary obfeurities, pre* 
fents the moft monftrous errors to the mind, but ex- 
prefsly mentions none. The veil which is thrown over 
them is neither coarfe enough to hide, nor fine enoughs 
rlearly to fliew them ; all that the new adepts can ot* 
ferve at a firil hearing is, that the ohjett of the Qrdet 
& wprthy of ndniiration and a$d; that aa ardent 43ft 
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tbufiafm fliould inflame the mind of the young adept 
for the attainment of the grand object of all the la- 
bours of Illuminifm ;. that the enjoyment of this happi- 
nefs depended much more on the dttions than on the 
tUords of the adepts. What then is this object, and 
what are the abilacTea that are to be overcome ? Of 
what fpecies are thofe actions, thofe labours of the 
adept, which are to forward its views? It is in thefe 
points that enigma and obfeurity veils the intent, and 
it is here that genius is to invent. That the errors of 
the fe<Sl might be considered as originating with th* 
adepts, it goes on to fay, the fame ilifcourfe frail fervt 
in future as a text for all tlwfe which the Brethren fhaH 
prepare for the meetings of the Order. The Prefident 
will felecl the obfcqre* paflages which may lead to the 
development of thofe opinions which he wifhes to inftH 
into his pupils ; fuch will be the fu/>je (Is chofen for their 
itoftes, ana he will carefully exacT practical conclufions.* 
But to give the reader a better idea of what thefe 
themes or commentaries are to be, we {hall quote a 
part of the original text. 

a There certainly exift m the world public crimes 
** which ever* wife and honcft man would wifl) to fup* 
< l prefs. Whdh we confider that every man in this 

* delightful world might be hajppy, but that their hap. 
t€ pinefs is presented by the misforawes o£ fome, and 
€t oy the crimes and errors of other r; that the wicked 
u have power over the good; that oppojhion or partial 
I* infurreffion is ufcbefe ; that hardfhips generally fall uph 

* on men of worth ;— then naturally re fulls the wifh cf 

* feeing an affociation formed of men of vigorous and 
u noHe minds, capable of refilling the wicked, of fuo 
4i couring the good, and of procuring for themfelvcs 

k * reft, content and fafety— of producing all thefe effefis, 

u by medns drawn from t/je greateji degree of force c*f 
* € which human nature is capable* Such views aftuat- 
i( ing a Secret Society would not only be innocent, 
Si but moft worthy of die wife and well inclined 
u man."f 

What an ample field already opens itfelf to th^ 
commentating genius of the young adept ! The Minor 
llluminee will begin by inveftigating thofe general 

* Tbc true Illuminee, Inftru<5liont for tkc Superior* of this degree* 
" t Difcourfc on tTiia Degree 
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wrimes to which the Seft wifbes to put an end. And 
what are the crimes, who are the wicked perjbns that 
difturb the peace of mankind by means of power exer- 
cifed over the good? What Secret Societies are they* 
which are detuned to confummate the wifhes of the 
(ages, not by partial infitrreclions, but by the greateji 
degree of force of which human nature is capable ? In 
a word, what is that new order of things, which 
are by fuch unheard of exertions to be fubilituted in 
place of exifting inftitutions ? 

The greater progrefs the adept fhall make, and the 
nearer his commentaries (hall coincide with the fpirit 
of the Order, (0 much the more worthy fhall he be 
judged to fulfil Che fecond object of this degree. He 
is not yet to prefide over a Minerval Academy, he i* 
too inexperienced in the arts of a fpperior ; and the 
Order only entrufts him with two or three of thofe 
pupils ; but, as <a confolation for the fmallnefs of his 
flock, he reads in his inftru&ions, that fhould he have 
only formed one or two men for the Order during his- 
whole life he will have done a noble ad. 

Small as this million is, dill the adept is not l?ft to. 
Kis own prudence in the execution of it ; he receive* 
inftruftions by which he is to be guide$). I forewarn* 
cd my reader, that in this part of my Memoirs on 
Jacobinifm, my object was, qot folely to prove the 
Conspiracy of the Illuminees, but to render confpicuou* 
the dangers which threatened fpciety, while I was un- 
veiling the means . adopted by the Sect. Among thefe ' 
means, the laws laid down by WeUhaupt for the Mi- 
nor Illuminees are to be ejpipently diftinguiflied ; as 
the authority given, and. the .manner in which it is to 
be exercifed (at firft oyer two or three adepts only,) 
naturally prepare them for more sxtenfive commands. 
Thefe laws and thefe inftru&ipns feem to be traced 
with the venom of the prudent ferpent, unfortunately 
fo much more active and ingenious in the arts of vice 
and feduction than good men. pre in the caufe of vir- 
tue. This part of Weilhaupt's Co4e is called— Injlruc- 
tions for forming ufiful labourers ip Illuminifm, and 
from it I fhall make a large extract. Let the reader 
meditate on the tendency and probable confequences 
ijjf fuch precepts, fuch laws, and artf&es. ^U defigned 
Vol Jit. h 
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to form adepts for the moft general, mod aftonifliing^ 
and moft dreadful Confpiracy that ever exifted. 
For the fe- u Affiduoufly obferve (fay thefc inftru&ions) every 
condobjea. Brother cntrufted to your care ; watch him particularly 
on all occafions where he may be tempted noc to be 
what he ought to be ; that is precifely the moment 
when he muft (how himfelf ; it is then that the pro*, 
grefs he has made is to be Afcovered. Obferve nim 
again at thofe times when he leaft (bfpefls it, when 
neither the defire of being praifed, the fear of being 
blamed, nor the (haine of, or reflexion on the punifh- 
ment, can aAuatc hb conduft. Be exaft on fuch occa- 
fions in making your notes and obfervations. You wiB 
grin much bom with refpeft to yourfclf and to your pupil. 

u Be careful left your own inclinations fbould bias 
your judgment. Do not think a man excellent becaufe 
he has a brilliant quality, nor judge bira Co be wicked 
becaufe he has foroe (taking dAft ; for that is the 
grand failing of thofe who are captivated at firft fight* 

€t Above all, guard againft believing your man to 
be a tranfeendant genius becaufe his difcourfe is bril- 
liant. We arc to judge by fefts alone, whether a man 
is deeply interefted. 

u Have little confidence in rich or powerful men ; 
their converfion is very flow. 

u Your chief objfeft muft be to form the heart. He 
that is not deaf to the cries of che unfortunate ; he 
that is conftant though in adverfity, and udhaken in 
* bis plans ; he that feels his foul glow for great enter- 
prizes ; and he, particularly, who has formed his mind 
to obfervation, is the man of whom we are in queft. 
Rejeft thofe feeble and narrow minds who know not 
how to quit their dual (phere. 

" Read with vour pupils thofe books which are eaQr 
to be underftood, which abound in the pifturefque, and 
are calculated to elevate the mind. Speak to them 
often ; but let your difcourfes proceed from the heart, 
and not from the head. Your auditors eafily kindle 
when they fee you fbH of fire. Make them thtrji after 
the moment when the grand objett is to be accomplijhed. 

« Above aU f JUmutate them to the love of the objefa 
Let them view it as grand, important, and congenial to 
their interejis and favourite paffions. Paint in Jtrong 
Qokurs the miferies of the world; tell them "what men 
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$re, and what they might be , 4 what line of conduct they 
ftould adopt ; how little they know their own interefts; 
how anxioufly our fociety labours for them ; and defire 
them to judge what they may exped from it, by what 
we have already done in the firft degrees." 

" Shun familiarity on all occafions where your weak 
fide may be fcen ; always fpeak of Muminifra in a 
Signified flyle." 

" Infpirc cfteem and refpeft for our Superiors ; and 
dwell ftrongiy on the neceflity of obedience in a welU 
organized fociety." 

. « Kindle the ardour of your pupil by laying great 
ftrefe o» the utility of our labours ; avoid dry ana me- 
taphyfical dHcuffions. Let what you require of your 

Iupils be within their means. Study the peculiar 
abits of each ; for men may be turned to any thing 
by him who knows how to take advantage of their riding 
faffions. m 

« To infafe iKo thei» a fpirit of obfer*atfon> begin 
by flight cflays in conversation. Aik fome ealy ques- 
tions on the means of difcovering the charafter of *. 
man notwithftanding all his diffimulation. Affeft to 
think the anfwer a better one than you could have giv- 
en yourfelf; that gives confidence, and you will nnd 
fome other opportunity of delivering pur own fenti* 
snents. Inform them of what obfervations you may 
have made concerning their voice, gait, or phifiogno- 
roy. Tell tfaefti alfo, that they, have the beft difoofi- 
tions, and that they; only want practice. Praife iome 
in order to ftisnulate others*?' 

" Having thus become acquainted with the immenfe 
difficulty attending on the art of bringing men to the 
point whither you wifhed to lead them, negleft no oc- 
cafion of difleminating the good principles wherever 
you can, and of infpiring your pupils with courage 
and refolution; but never forget, that he who wijhes 
to convert too many at once will convert nobody. In the 
towns where you relide, divide die taik with the other 
fituminees of the fame degree as yourfelf. Chufe one 
or two, at mod three, Minervals among thofe over 
whom you have the greateft influence or authority ^ 
but fpare neither labour nor pains. You will have ac~- 
compiiPxsd a great utidertakmg if, during yow* whole 

YoLIIL L.X 
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Rfe, you form but two or three men. Let thofe whorf 
you have felt-fled be the conftant objefl of all your obferv- - 
ations. When one method does not fucceed, feek out 
another ; mid fb on, till you have found a proper one* 
Study to find out what your pupil is bcft fitted for ; 
Pi what intermediary principles he tnay be deficient, and 
therefore inacceffible to the fundamental ones. The 
grand art confifts in profiting of the right moment ; 
at one time it is warm, at another' cool rcafoning 
which will perfuade — Let your pupil always think that 
it is to himfelf, and not to you, that he is indebt- 
ed for the progrefs he makes. If he falls in a paffion 9 
never contradifl ; hearken to him though he be in the 
•wrong. Never controvert the confquences y but always 
the principle. Wait for a favourable moment when 
you may explain your fentknents without appearing to 
contradifl his. The bejt method is to agree with another 
perfbn, whom you will pretend to attack on thofe fetb- 
jefls, while the candidate whom you really wijh to con- 
vince is only a jlander-by mid takes no part m the dif 
pute : then fupport your arguments with all the vigour 
of which you are capable. 

" Whatever failings you wifli to correft in him, 
fpeak of them as if they were not his ; tell the ftory 
as if fomebody clfe had been guilty of them ; then 
take his advice on the fubjccl ; and by thefe means he 
becomes his own judge. • 

" All this, it is true, requires time : hurry nothing ; 
it is folidity and facility of aflion that we want in our 
adepts. Often to read, meditate, hearken to, fee the 
fame thing, and then to aft, is what gives that facility 
which foon becomes natural w 

" Do you wi(h to draw forth his opinion ? Propofe 
a diffcrtation on certain queftjons relative to your ob- 
ject, as it were merely to exercife his genius. He thus 
learns how to meditate on the principles while you 
make a difcovery of thofe which it is your objeft to 
eradicate from his mind." 

" Inftrucl, advife ; but beware of cold declamations : 
drop a few words to the purpofe when you fhall per- 
ceive his mind to be in a proper ftate to receive them." 

« Never aflc too much at once ; let your conduft be 
provident, paternal, and folicitous.*-Never defpair j for 
one may do what one pleafes with men. 
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" * Make yoiirfclf mafter of the motives of the prin- 
xiples your pupil has acquired from his education. If 
they be not confonant with odr views, weaken them by 
infenfible gradations, and fubftitute • and ftrengthen 
others. But great prudence is neceflary tb operate 
this." 

" Obferve what religion, fefts, and politics, make 
men do.— One may enthuiiafticaHy wed them to fol- 
lies ; it is therefore in the manner of leading them that 
the whole art of giving the upper hand to virtue and 
truth confifts. Only employ the fame means for a good 
fntrpofe which impojlors employ for evil, and you will 
fucceed. If the wicked are powerful, it is becaufe 
the good are too timid and too indolent. There may 
be ctrcumjtances alfo, under which it will become necef 
fary to Jhow difpleafure, and even anger, in defence of 
the'Hghts of man. 19 ' 

• a Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend td 
the purity of the views which aftnate ttoe Order ; and 
that antiquity, power, or riches, ftiould be perfectly 
indiffereftt to them." 

" Tell them, that fhould they find elfewhere a fo- 
<iety which would lead them with greater ipeed or 
with more certainty to the defired end, the Order 
would eternally regret the not having been acquainted 
with it before— That in the mean time we obey the 
laws of our Superiors, labouring in peace, and perfe- 
cting no man.— Follow thefe rules of conduct, and 
once more remember, that you will have rendered ail 
«flential fervice to the world, though you fhould form 
but two men according to our principles. 

" Carefully profit ofthofe moments when your pupil is 
difcontetited with the world, and vjlyen every thing goe.t 
contrary to his wiflyes ; thofe moments when the mojl 
powerfid man feels the want of the fupport of others, 
to attain a better order of things. It is then that yoit 
muft prefs the fwelling heart, Simulate the fenfibility, 
and demonftrate how necejfary fecret Jbcitties are, jor 
the attainment of a better order of things." 

" But be not too eafy in your belief with refpect to 
the reality or conftancy of fuch feelings. Indignation 
may be the effect of fear, or of the fleeting hopes offome 
paffion which one wiflyes to gratify. Such feelings arc 
not naturalized ; men arc not perfect in fo fhorf a 
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time ; prepare for the wor/t, and then inftji. A heart 
which eaiily inetos caiily changes. 77 

" Never promife too much, tliat you may be able t<* 
perform n?ore than you promife. Rekindle e&haufted 
courage; reprefc excejftve ardour* infpire hope in 
misfortune, and fear in fuccefs." 

u Such are ttye rules which will form you for a good 
preceptor and a leader of men. By an exact attention 
to them you will add to the number of the elect. If 
your own happinefs be dear to you, labour (under our 
direction) at delivering many thousands of men,/wh<> 
willi to be good, from the dire neceflky of being wick- 
<cd.~Believe us, for it is the precept of experience^ 
kreave vice of its powei' 9 -~ond every thing wiH gowelj 
in this world : for if vice be powerful, it is only becauf* 
one part of the good is too indolent, while the other if 
too ardent ; or elfe, that men fuffcr th«mfelves to b$ 
divided, or Leave t^e care of Revolutions to futurity % 
ttye fa(l is y that in the mean time they bad rather beui 
under the yoke, than efficacioqfly refift vice. If they 
once became fenfible that virtue does mt entirely confijf 
in patience, but in a&on alfo, they wpuld dart from 
their fleepr-For vour part, unite with the Brethren * 
place you? oon6dence in our Society ; nothing is jmr 
poffible to it, if we follow its laws. We labour to fe- 
cure to merit its lu/i rewards % to the weak fupport, ta 
the wicked the tetters they deferve ; and to man hi* 
dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land of 
Promife, the land of abundance apd Weffing; but which 
as yet, alas ! we difcovcr but from a djftance. ,t# 

I was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe of 
this extract by my reflections ; but what reader is there 
that will not aft himfelf, What zeal, what ftrange ar* 
dour is this, that can have led Wei&aupt to combine 
and dictate means fo powerful to captivate the mind* 
of his pupils ? Is there a parent, is there a preceptor, 
whofe love for his child or his pupil ever fuggefteel 
more efficacious rules? Thefe, however, arc only a 
few of the leflbns which the Minor Illuminee is alway* 
to have prefent to his mind to direct him in the train- 
ing of the young adepts. He is not alone entrufte4 
tyith the talk. AH the Brethren of the fame degree 

* Extra& from the InHmdiow C. and D. for the Minor Illumines 
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partake in the care of watching over the lower ones, 
and each notes on his tablets even the inoft inlignificant 
circumftances. Their feveral obfervations are com- 
pared, and of the whole a general ftatemcnt is formed 
according to which each pupil will be judged by his 
fuperiors.f Meanwhile it is natural to aft, what can 
thefe principles be for which the youth is fo carefully 
trained ? What can be the fublime virtue that is to be > 

the refblt of fo much care ? We Ihall foon difcovcr 
them, the principles of fhamelefe villany. This fublime 
virtue is the combination of every art that can plunge 
mankind into corruption, and immerfe him in all the 
horrors of univerfol anarchy. Yes, we fhall fee the 
man who fays to his dHciples, employ the fame means 
for a good purpofe which hnpo/fors employ for evu\ 
proved to be the arch-impoftor, training his difciplcs 
to every crime, and preparing the mod terrible difa£ 
ters for fociety with more ardour and more artifice 
jhan ever the upright man has been feen to employ 
.zeal and wifilom in the caufe of virtue and the fuppoit 
xfi the laws. 

The better to difpofe the young adepts, the Minof 
Uluminee is aflifted in his functions and overlooked by 
the Major Illuminee, that is to fey, by the adepts of the 
higheft degree among thofe of the preparatory clafi. 

f laftru&ion C ML B. A. * 
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CHAP* VII. 

Fifth Part of the IUumitiees—Fourth preparatory t>e* 
grce*~Tbe Major Illuminee, or the Scotch Novice. 

oVed of HPHE degree which follows that of Minor Illumine* 
thii Degree. <*- * s fonictimes called Major Illuminee ; at other 
times, Scotch Novice. Under this two- fold denomina- 
tion a double object is comprized. As Scotch Novice, 
the adept is turned in upon Mafonry j and it is only a 
ihare for impofing upon the credulity of thofe, who 
have not given the requifitc fynvptqms for being ini- 
tiated in the higher myfteries ot the Seel. It is an 
introduction to the degree of Scotch Knight, which 
« germinates the career of the dupes. But as a degree 
of Illuminifm, it will encompais the, adept with new 
bonds, more extraordinary and more firm than the for- 
mer ; it is a more immediate preparation for the grand 
myfteries; in fhort, it is from this degree that the mat- 
ters for the Minerval Academies are (elected. 
. Let us begin by laying open the artifice of that 
ftrange bond which the adept will never dare to rend 
afunuer, though he fliould wirti to withdraw from Illu- 
minifm, or more particularly fliould he be tempted to 
reveal what he may have already difcovered of the ar- 
tifices, principles, or grand object of the Sect. 
Prelim!- Before the candidate is admitted to the new degree, 

nary quef- he is informed that his reception is refolved on, 
provided he gives fatisfactory anfwers to the following 
queftions : 

I. Are you acquainted with any fociety grounded on 
a better conftitution, or more holy and iohd than ours, 
and which tends with more certainty cr expedition to 
the object of your wiflies I 

II. Was it to fatisfy your curiofity tltfft you entered 
our fociety? or, was it to concur with the chofen 
among men to univerfal happinefs ? 

III. Are you fatisfied with what you have feen of 
our laws ? Will you labour according to our plan, or 
tiave you any objection to propofe againft it ? 

IV. As there will be no medium for you, declare at 
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pnce> whether you wi(h to leave us, or whether /ou 
will remain attached to us for ever ? 

V. Are you a member of any other fociety ? 

VI. Does that fociety impote any thing detrimental 
to our intercfts; for example, the difcovery of our 
fccrets; or, does it require you to labour for itfelf 
excliifively I 

VII. Should fueh things be ever required of you, tell 
Us upon your honour, whether you would be difpofcd 
to acquiefce in them i 

Thcfe queftions anfwered> there (kill remains another ufe of the 
proof of confidence which the Order expefts from the F 1 ^^ 
candidate^ This is nothing left than an exaft and can- * * m * d *> 
did account of his ivboJe life, written without any refer* s 

vation or dijfimulation whatever. The neceflary time 
is given him ; and this is the famous bond, or rather' 
fnare, into which when Weifhaupt has once brought 
the candidate he exultingly exclaims, " Now I bold 
u bim l 1 defy him to hurt us ; if he fhoidd wifh to be* 
u tray us, v>e have cifo his fecrets." It would be ill 
vain for the adept to attempt to diffimulate. He will 
foon find that the moft fecret circumftanccs of his life, 
thofe which he would moft anxioufly wifh to hide, are. 
all known by the adept*. The arts wluch he has hi- 
therto practifed to pry into the mod fecret motions of 
the hearts of his pupils, into their tempers and paffions, 
their connections, their means, their interefts, theif ^ 
actions and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all- 
been more artfully employed by others in watching - 
hiinfelf. Thcfe who compofe the lodge into which he 
is going to be received, arc the very perfons that have 
been fcrutinizing his paft life* 

All the difcoveries made by his Infinuator, all the 
ftatements he has been obliged to give of himfelf a* 
required by the Code, every thing which the Brother 
Scrutators, either known or unknown, have been ablc> 
to difcover concerning him during his degrees of Mi* 
iierval or of Minor Illuminee, have been accurately 
tranfmitted to the Brethren of the new lodge. Long 
before his admiffion, they had accompliflied themfelves 
in # the fcrutinizing arts. ■ Thefc wretches then 

wiU mimick even the canonization of the faints ! Ths 
tcry precautions which Rome take* to difcover the 

NL.11L U 
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leafl; taint in thofe whom it propofes to the Veneration* 
of the faithful, this illuminizing fed will adopt, itv 
order to fatisfy itfelf that in its adepts no civil nor reli- 
gious virtue can be traced. Yes, the villains in their 
dens wifhed to know each other, and fmiled to ice' 
their accomplices as wicked as themfelves. . 
The Sera- * cannot conceive whence Weifhaupt could have> 
tatow, or taken this part of his Code ; but let' the reader form 
perfect an idea of a feries of at leaft fifteen hundred qucftiona 
Sp * c,i on the life, the education, the body, the mind, the 
heart, the health, the pafllons, the inclinations, the ac- 
quaintances, the connexions, the opinions, the abode,; 
the habits, and even the favorite colours of the candi-> 
date ; on his relations, his friends, his enemies, his con** 
duft, his difcourfey. his gait, His gefture, his language, 
his prejudices, and; his weakneties* In a word, ques- 
tions which relate to every thing that can denote the 
life or charafter, the political, moral, or religious fen-* 
dments, the interior* or exterior of the man ; every 1 
thing he has laid, done or thought, and even what he* 
\Uould fey, do, or think, unc|er any given circumftances* 
Let the reader form an idea of twenty, thirty, and^ 
fometimes a hundred queftions on each of thefe heads*' 
Such will be the catechifnv to which the Mtijar Illumi^ 
nee mud be able to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to »' 
follow in tracing the lives or char^ft^rs of the young r 
brethren, or even of tbofe profane of whom the fe&' 
wifties to have particular information* Such it the- 
fcrutinizing Code which has dirt&ed the rcfcardies 1 
made as to the life of the candidate antecedent, to his[ 
admiflion to the, degree of Mtyor Mutninee+ ; Thefe] 
ftatutes are called by the Order; the Noftete iffumS 
(know thyfelf). When one brother pronounces thefe 
words, the other anfwfcrs No fee rtffojr (know others) ;i 
and thh anfwer denotes much better the objeft of the 
- Code, which might very properly be ftyled the petit fr 
fpy. Let it be judged by the following cjueftions : * 
• ^ On the Pwfiognomy of the Candidate :*-iIs he of»a:i 
florid complexions or pale? Is he white, black, fair, or» % 
brown? Is his eye quick, piercing* dull* Iknguithingy ? 
aworous, haughty, ardent, or dejected*'? In {peaktegy 
does he look -full ' in the face and' boldly, or does he 
took tideways? Can he endure being (tared foil in the* 
face?- Is his look crafty, or* is it open and free y is* it 
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gloomy and penfive, or is it abfent, light, infignificantv 
friendly, or fcrious ? Is his eye hollow, or level with the 
head, or does it flare ? His forehead, is it wrinkled> 
and how ; perpendicularly, or horizontally V* &c. 

44 His Countenance .•* — Is it noble or common, open> 
eafy, or conftrained ? How does he carry his head ; 
ereft or inclined, before, behind, or on one fide, firm 
or fhaking, funk between his (houldcrs, or turning 
from one fide to the other I" &c. 

41 His Gait:— Is it flow, quick or firm? Are his ftept 
long, fhort, dragging, lazy, or flapping ?" &c. 

44 His Language.-— Is it regular, dlforderly, or inter- 
rupted? In fpeaking, docs he agitate his hands, hit 
bead, or his body, with vivacity ? Does he clofe upon 
the perfon he is fpeaking to? Does he hold them by 
the arm, clothes, or button-hole ? Is he a great talker, 
or is he taciturn ? If fo, why ? Is it through prudence> 
ignorance, refpeft, or floth \" &c. 

44 His Education:— To whom does he owe it? Has 
he always been under the eyes of his parents? How 
has he been brought up, and by whom ? Has he any 
efteera for his mafters ? To whom does he think him- 
fclf indebted for his education ? Has he travelled, and 
Jn what countries ?" 

; Let the reader, by thefe queftions, judge of thofe 
which treat of the mind, the heart, or the paffions of 
the candidate. I will juft note the following : 

" When he finds himfelf with different parties, which 
does he adopt, the ftrongeft or the weakeft, the witti* 
eft or the moll ftupid? Or, does he form a third? Is 
he conftant and firm in fpite of all obftacles? Hpw is 
he to be gained, by praife, flattery, or low courtfhip % 
or by women, money, or the entreaties of his friends ?* 
crc— " Whether he loves fatire, and on what he exerw 
cifes that talent; on religion, fuperflition, hypocrifyv 
intolerance, government, minifters, monks \" &c. &c. 

This however is not all that the fcrutators arc to 
note in their ftatements. They are to elucidate each 
anfwer by a faft, and by fuck fails chiefly as cbaraflerize 
the man at a moment when be leajl fufpetts it.* They 
are to follow their prey to his bolller, where they luiH • 

* Sec Wetfhaupt's Letters, 

Vol. IIL Ma 
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Ikam whether he is a hard fleeper, whether he dream^ 
and whether he talks when dreaming; whether he is eafdy 
or with difficulty awakened ; and jhould he be fiiddenly, 
forcibly, or unexpededly awakened from bis fleep, what 
impreffion would it make on him? 

Should any of thcfe queftions, or any part of the 
Candidate's life, not have been fufflciently inveftigated 
by the Lodge, divers of the brethren are ordered to 
direft all their enquiries towards that point. When at 
length the refult of all their refearches is found to co- 
incide with the wifhcs of the Se&, the day for his 
reception is appointed. Neglecting all the infignifi- 
cant particularities of the malonic rit £s, we fhall attend 
entirely to thofe circumftances which peculiarly belong; 
to Illuminifm, 
deception The adept, introduced into a gloomy apartment, 
to the dc- reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever he may fee 
f™: of in or learti from the Order. He then depofits the hid 
mi^ u " tory of his life (fealed up) in the hands of his intro- 
ducer. It is read to the Lodge, and compared with 
the hiftorical table which the brethren had already 
formed refpefting the candidate. This done, the In- 
ttfe of the tro ^ ucer &y s to h* m > " You have given us a welcome 
Candidate C " and valuable proof of vour confidence; but indeed 
by the « we are not unworthy ot it 5 and we hope that it will 
frctbren. « even jncreafe i n proportion as you become better 
" acquainted with us. Among men whofe fole ob* 
u jeft is to render themfelves and others better, and 
" to refcue the whole world from its miferies, no dit 
*' iimulation fhould fubfift. Far be any referve from 
u us. We ftudy the human heart— and do not hefi- 
" tate or blufli at revealing to each other our faults 
" or errors.— Here then is the pifture which the Lodge 
gt had drawn of your perfon. You muft own that 
i € fome features are not unlike* Read, and then an- 
" fwer, whether you ftill wifh to belong to a fociety 
" which (fuch as you are reprefented here) opens its 
u arms to receive you. w 

Could indignation operate more powerfully on thd 
mind of the Candidate at the fight of his having been 
fo treacheroufly watched, than the fear of abjuring a 
fociety which henceforth poffdfes fuch arms agamft 
him, he would not hefitate at aflcing for his difmUfion ; 
but he fees the conferences of fuch a ftep, and fteli 
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that it might coft him very dear. Befides, he is fa 
familiarized with the fcrutinizing fyftem, that he can 
fcarcely be offended with it, though operating on him- 
felf. He is left for a certain time to his meditations. 
The defire of acquiring a new degree works upon 
him and at length turns the fcalcs ; ne is introduced 
to the Lodge of the Brethren ; and there the veil 
which hides the fccrets of the Seel is partly raifed ; or, 
rather, he is himfelf ftili more unveiled, that the Seel 
may difcern whether all his views and wifties coincide 
with theirs. 

After a fuitable preamble, the Initiator tells him, 
* that he has flill lbme few queftions to anfwer, rcla* 
u tive to objefts on which it is abfolutely neceflary that 
i( the opinions of candidates fhould be known." 

The reader is defired to pay particular attention to 
thefe queftions j as it will enable him, when he /ball 
come to read of the myfteries, more clearly to obferve 
the fucceffion and gradation with which fuch princi- 
ples are infufed into the mind of the adept, as if he 
bad invented and conceived them all himfelf. 

" 1. Do you find that, in the world we live in, 
virtue is rewarded and vice puniftied ? Do you not on 
the contrary obferve, that the wicked man is exteriorly 
more comfortable, more conf\dercd, and more pow- 
erful, than the honfeft man ? In a word, arc you con- 
tent with the world in its prefent fituation ?" 

" II. In order to change the prefent order of thing?, 
would you not, if you had it in your power, affemble 
the good and clofely unite them, in order to render 
them more powerful than the wicked ?" 

" III. If you had your choice, in what country 
would you wifli to have been born rather than in your 
own?" 

€€ IV. In what age would you wifli to havd 
lived?" 

" V. Always premifing the liberty of choice, what 
fcience and what ftate of life would you prefer?" 

" VI. With refpeft to hiftory, who is your favouritd 
author or your mafter ?" 

" VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty bound to 
procure all the exterior advantages poffible for your 
tried friends, in order to recompense them for their 
jHrobity, and to render life more agreeable to them ? 
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Are you ready to do what the Order exacts of each 
member in this degree, when it ordains that each one 
fball bind himfelf to give advice every month to the 
fuperiors, of the employments, fupport, benefices, or 
other fuch like dignities, of which he can difpofe, or 
procure the poflcifion by means of his recommenda- 
tions ; that the fuperiors m^v prefent wortliy fubject* 
of our Order to all fuch employments ? n 

The anfwers of the candidate are to be returned 
in writing, and inferted in the regifters of the Lodge* 
It will naturally be expected, that the greateft diflatis- 
fa&ion with the prefcnt order of things is to be ex- 
prefibd, as well as an ardent with for a revolution 
which fhall change the whole face of the Univerfe* 
He will alfo promife to fupport, by all the means in 
his power, the election of none but worthy brethren 
to offices of emolument and truft, or fuch as may aug- 
ment the power or credit of Illuminifm, whether about 
the court or among the people. On his declaring 
fuch to be his fentiments, the Initiator addrefles him 
in the following difcourfe : 

u Brother, you are a witnefs, that it is after having 

* tried the beft of men, that we feek little by little to 
u reward them, and to give them fupport, that we may, 
a infcnfibly fucceed in new modelling the world. Since 
a you are convinced how imperfectly men have fulfil* 
u led their real deftiny ; how every thing has degene? 
u rated in their civil injiitutions ; how little the teach- 
44 ers of wifdom and of truth have enhanced the value 
" of virtue, or given a happier difpoiition to the 
u world ; you muu be perfuaded, that the error lies \x\ 
« the means which the {ages have hitherto employ- 

* ed. Thofe means, therefore, muft be changed, in 
u order to reinftate in its rights the empire of truth 
« and wifdom. And this is the grand object of the 
" labours of our Order. Oh, my friend ! my brc* 

* ther ! my fon ! when here convened, far from the 
u profane, we conlider to what an extent the world 

* is abandoned to the yoke of the wicked, how per- 
u fecution and misfortune is the lot of the honeft 
« man, and how the better part of human nature is 
« {acrificed to pergonal intereft. Can we at fuch <g 
u fight be filent, or content our/elves with fighing? Shall 

* we not attempt to Jbakc off the yoke f-~ies % my broj 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY * jp 

* thei'j rely upon us. Seek faitbfiil co-operators, but 
u feek them not in tumults and in ftorais ; they are 
€i hidden in darknefs. Proteded by the Jbtidcs of night, 
u folitary and filentj or reunited infinall number 7, they, 
u docile children, purfue the grand work under the di~ 
** reQlon of their Juperiors. Thev call aloud to the* 
** children of the world, who pah by in the intoxica- 
u tion of pleafure— — — how few hearken to thenru 
€ * He alone who has the eye of the bird of Minerva, 
€i who has placed his labours under the protection of 
u the ftar of night, is fure of finding them." 

. But, left this, difcourfe fhould not have given the 
Candidate a fufficient infight as to the object of the 
new degree, the Secretary opens the Code of th& 
Lodge, entitled A general view of the Jyjiem of the 
Order. Here the young Illuminee learns, that the ob-* 
jeft of the Order is to dijfufi the pure truth f and tt 
tnake virtue triumph. Nothing, however, is explicitly ' 
ftid on what is to be undcrftood by the pure truth. • 
jle is only told, that in order to diffufe it, " he muft 
begin by liberating men from their prejudices, and by 
-enlightening their underftandings ; then reunite all the 
common forces for the refinement of all fciences frouv 
the drofs of ufelefe fubtilties> and for the eftabfifhmeht 
of principles drawn from Nature.— To attain this,*^ 
continues the Secretary, " we muft trace the origin of 
ail fciences;. we muft reward opptefled talents; we 
muff raife from the duft the men of genius ; we tnufi 
undertake the education of youth* and* forming an.m-- 
diflbiubte leagfle among the mod 1 powerful geniufes, we 
ifiuft boldly, though with prudence, combat fupcrJiU 
tien, incredulity^ and fblly ; and at length form our 
people to true, juft, and uniform principles on all 
fubjetfs* 

- " Such ig^the object of onr Minerval Schools, and 
of tile inferior degrees of Mafonry* over which our* 
Gtder wifhes to acquire all the influence poflTible, in' 
order to direft it towards our object. Wealfohave 1 
dur fuperior degrees, where the brethren, after having', 
paffed'through all the preparatory degrees, become ac- 
quainted with the ultimate refult'of the labours and of 
dil the proceedings of the Order." 

* To obtain the completion of that reftilt, " it will be ■ 
rieceflary to diveft vice of its power,, that the honed 
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mail may find his recompenfe even in this world ; but 
in this grand project, we are counteracted by the Princes 
and the Pricjibood; the political cor{fiitutions of nations 
oppofc our proceedings. In fuch a fl;ate of things then 
what remains to be done? To inttigate revolutions* 
overthrow every thing, oppofe force to force, and ex-» 
change tyranny for tyranny? Far be from us fuch 
means. Every violent reform is to be blamed, becaufe 
it will not ameliorate things as long as men remain as 
th:y are, a prey to their pajfions ; and becaufe wifdom 
tieedeth not the arm of violence" 

" The whole plan of the Order tends to forrti men, 
Dot by declamation, but by the protection and rewards 
which are due to virtue. We mujl infenfibly bind the 
hands of the proteSors of diforder, and govern them 
without appearing to domineer." 

" In a word, we mud eftablifli an univerfal empire 
over the whole world, without deftroying the civil ties* 
Under this new empire, all other governments muji be 
Me to purfue their ufual procefs, and to exercife every 
power, excepting that of hindering the Order from aU 
taining its ends, and rendering virtue triumphant over 
vice." 

" This victory of virtue over vice was formerly the 
tk>}e& of Chrift, when he eftabliflied his pure religion. 
He taught men, that the path to wifdom confifted hi . 
letting themfelves be led for their greater good by the 
bed and wifeft men. At that time preaching might 
fuffice ; the novelty made truth prevail ; but at prefent, 
more powerful means are neceffary. Man, a flave to his . 
fenfes, muft fee fenfible attracTions in virtue. Thefource 
if pajfions is pure ; it is neceffary that every one foould . 
be able to gratify his within the. bounds of virtue, and 
that our Order fhould furnifh him with the means." 

" It confequently follows, that all our brethren, edu- 
cated on the fame principles, and ftrictly united to each 
other, fhould have but one object in view. We muft 
emotnpafs the Powers of the earth with a legion of inde- 
fatigMe men, all dwelling their labours, according to the 
plan of the Order, towards the happinefs ofhutnan nature 

* but all that is to be done in filence; our brethren 

are mutually to fnpport each other, to fuccour the 
good labouring under oppreflion, and tofeek to acquire 
wofc places which give power, for the good of the caufe** 
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n Had we a certain number of fuch men In everf 
tountry> each might form two others. Let them only 
be united> and nothing will be impoffible to our Order; 
it is thus that in filence it has already performed much for 
the good of humanity** 

" You behold, Brother, an immenfe field opening to 
your a&ivity ; become our faithful and worthy co-ope* 
rator, by feconding us with all your might ; and re- 
member, that no fervice will pais without its juft 
reward." 

After this leflbn, two chapters dire&ly treating on 
the fun&ions of the major IUuminee are read to Mm* 
With the firft he is already acquainted : it is the Code 
of the Infinuator or Brother Recruiter* He is alfo now 
entrufted with it, as it is part of his duty in future to 
judge of the pupils of all the Iniinuators. The fecond 
treats of the duties of the Scrutator; this is alio deli- 
vered into his care, becaufe he muft particularly exer* 
cife that art while prefidinj* over the Minerval acade- 
mies : and he muft neceffarily learn how his new bre* 
thren found means of tracing fo exaft an hiftorical 
portrait of himfelf, and of penetrating even more fuc- 
cefsfully than he could into the interior recedes of his 
. heart ; he muft alfo learn to diftinguifh fuch pupils as, 
with difpofitions fimilar to his own, are worthy of be- 
ing admitted to his new degree. He now has but one 
more degree to go through, before he is admitted into 
the clafs of the myfteries, and this is termed by the 
Scft the Scotch Knight.* 

• The whole of this chapter it nothing more than an extrad from 
the degree of Mapr IUmminee % and from the inftniftifl*f contained in tfcc 
_ jMual of that code in the True Mtmim** 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Sixth Part of the Code of the IUuminees. — Intermediary 
Clafs-~The Scotch Knight of lUumimfm; or Din {ting 
Illumine e. 

UNDER the appellation of Intermediary Clafs of 
©beet ot Illuminifm might be comprehended all the De- 

thuDegrec. grees which Weifhaupt had borrowed from Freema- 
fonry. In that cafe we fliould comprize under this 
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice, Fdloiv- 
Crafty and Majter. But it has been already faid, that 
thefc degrees are fimply a paffport for the Sect into 
the Mafonic Lodges ; and that its object may be lefe 
confpicuous, it leaves them in their original Mafonic 
ftate. This, however, is not the cafe with the higher 
degrees of Scorch Mafonry. The Sect fhrewdly fur- 
xnued that the views of thefe degrees coincided with 
their own: befides, it wanted fome of thefe fnperior 
degrees, either for the direction of thofe Mafonic 
Lodges which it compofed of its own members, or 
who were' to gam admittance, dominate, and prcfide 
over other Lodges which were not devoted to Illumj- 
nifm. — The great veneration in which the Scotch 
Knights are generally held by Mafons, more ftrongly 
determined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf mafter 
of this degree, and engraft it on Illuminifm. The 
Sect has conftituted this into both an intermediary and 
a Jiationary degree. It is Jtationary for thofe into 
whom it defpairs of ever infufing the principles re- 
quired for a further ad million to the myfteries ; but it 
is only intermediary for thofe who have fhown difpofi- 
tions more accordant with the purfuits of the Sect.* 
Xt§ prclimi- Whatever may be his deiliny, no Brother is ever ad- 
•w* mitted into this new degree, until he has previoufly 
given proofs of the progrefs he has made in the arts of 
Scrutator, whofe code mult have been his chief ftudy 
fince his admilfion to the degree of Major Illuminee. 
The fecret Chapter of the Knights has had the precau- 
tion to propole certain qneftions to him to ascertain 

* Original Writings, VoL II. Pari I. Sc&. n. 
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how far he is capable of judging of the flute of the 
mind by exteiior appearances. He will have had to an- 
fwer, for example, to the following ones :— " What is 
" the chara&er of a man whofe eyes are perpetually 
u in morion, and whofe countenance is changeable I 
" What features denote voluptuoufnefs, melancholy* 
u and pufiUanimity ?"* 

As a further proof of the progrefs he has made, he 
is to tranfmit to his fuperiors another differtation on 
the life of the hero whofe name he bears for his cha- 
rafteriftic. The hiftory of his own life, which he had 
delivered in the antecedent degree, had laid open the 
whole of his cxiftence, and all his aftions through life. 
This new diilertation will fhow the Order what he ad- 
mires or difapproves of in others, and will particularly 
demonftrate whether he has difcovered thofe qualities 
in his patron which the Order wHhcd he fhould im- 
bibe and imitate when it gave him his diaraderifticj 
Should any part of his life have efcaped the vigilance 
of the Scrutators, he is ftill at liberty to give a new* 
proof of liis confidence in the Order 5 and this is de- 
scribed as a meritorious aft ; but he may referve it for 
the cognizance of the Superior of the Order only.f> 
He is then to declare under his hand-writing, that he 
looks upon the Superiors of Illuminifin as the fecret 
and unknown though legitimate fuperiors of Freemafon~ 
ry ; that he adheres and always will adhere to the illu- 
xninized fyltem of Mafonry, as the beft and mod ufeful 
exifting ; that he utterly renounces every other afToci- 
ation ; that he is in fliort, fo perfuaded of the excel- 
lence of Illuminifm, that he fully adopts its principles, 
and firmly believes himfelf bound to labour, under the 
direction of his fuperiors, at the objett and according to 
the intentions of the Order for the bappinefs of man- 
kind.ll 

After having received thefe numerous pledges, the !tf ccrem€ *. 
Scotch. Knights invite the new Brother to a fecret niesof re- 
Chapter, for fuch is the name given to the Lodges "puoiw 
of this degree. It is hung with green, richly deco- 
rated and brilliantly lighted* The Prefeft of thft 

* Sec this degree, SeSt. 4, No. % and 3. 

J See fecond Inilru&ion for this degree, No. 8*» 

f Ibid. No. 8. 

| Ibid. Reverfcl Letters. 

Vol. IU> N % 
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Knights, booted and fpurred, is feated on a throne 
erected under a canopy all of the fame colour. On his 
apron a green crofs is feen, and on his breaft the ftar 
of the Order ; he wears the riband of St. Andrew in 
falter from right to left, and holds a mallet in his 
hand. On his right (lands the brother fword-bearer, 
holding the fword of the Order ; on his left the matter 
of the ceremonies with a ftick in one hand, and the 
ritual in the other. The Knights affembled are all 
booted and fpurred, each girt with a fword, and all 
wear the crois fufpended at their necks by a green ri- 
band. The Officers of the Order are to be diftin- 
guiflied by a plumage, and a prieft of the Order com- 

Jrietes the Lodge. The PrcfeA then delivers himfelf as 
bllows to the Candidate : 

" You here behold a part of thofe unknown legions 
u which are united by indiflbluble bonds to combat for 

* the caufe of humanity. Are you willing to make 
€ * yourfelf worthy of watching with them for the fanc- 
49 tuary ? Your heart muft be pure, and a heavenly ar- 
u dour for the dignity of nature muft fire your breaft. 

* The ftep you are taking is the moft important one 
€t of your life. Our games are not vainly ceremonial. 
" In creating you a knight we expeft of you that you 
€i will perform exploits grand, noble, and worthy of 
" the title you receive. Long life to you, if you come 
u to us to be faithful % if honcft and good, you anfwer 

* our expeftations. Should you prove a falfe Brother, 
" be both curfed and unhappy, and may the grand 
" Architect of the Univerfe hurl you into the bottom- 
iS lefs pit ! Now bend thy knee, and on this fword 
4t take the oath of the Order." 

At thefe words the Prefeft feats himfelf, the Knights 
are (landing with their fwords drawn, and the Candi- 
date pronounces the following oath :— 

<* I promife obedience to the excellent Superiors 

* of the Order. In as much as it (hall depend 
41 upon me, I engage— never to favour the admifUon 
u of any unworthy member into thefe holy degrees 

* —to labour at rendering the Ancient Mafonry tri* 
u umphant over the falfe fyftems which have crept 
4( into it— to fuc<;c>ur, like a true Knight, innocence, 
u poverty, or opprefled honefty— Never to be the flau 

* krer of the great, nor the /lave of Princes ;— to com* 
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* bat courageously, though prudently, in the caufc of 
u Virtue, Liberty, and Wifiom—Xo refill boldly, both 
u for the advantage of the Order and of the world, 
u Superjiition and Defbolifm. I never will prefer my 
u own private intereft to that of the Order. I will 
44 defend my Brethren againft calumny. / will dedicate 
4i my life to the difcovery of the true Religion and real 
44 doftrines of Freemafonry, and J will impart my difco- 
44 verier to my Superiors. 1 will difclofe the fecrets of 
41 my heart to my Superiors as to my bed friends. So 
44 long as I Ihall remain in the Order I (hail look upon 

* the being a Member of it as a fupreme felicity. I 
44 alfo engage to look upon all my domeftic, civil, and 
44 focial duties as molt facred. So help me God, both 
44 for the happinefi of my life, and for the peace of 
44 my mind." 

In return for this oath the Prefeft declares to the 
Candidate that he is going to create him u Knight of 
St. Andrew, according to the ancient ufage of the 
Scotch—" Rife," he fays, " and in future beware of 
44 ever bending thy knee before him who is only man 
« like thyfclf."' 

To thefc ceremonies the adept Knigge added a cer- 
tain number of others which were mere derilions of 
the rites of the Church. Such, for example, was the 
triple benedi&ion which the Prieft pronounced over 
the new Knight, fuch the atrocious mockery of the 
laft fupper, which terminated the ceremony. But, im- 
pious as is the imitation, Wcifhaupt declares it to be 
dijgufling becaufe it is ftill religious, tbeofophical, and 
borrowed from fuperftition.% But what perfc&ly coin- 
cided with the views of the Bavarian founder were, 
the inftruftions given to the new Knight. He is en- 
raptured with that difcourfe, where one may obferve 
the Illuminizing Orator fele&ing the mod impious 
artful, and diforganizing fyftcms of Mafonry, to make 
them at once the myfteries of their Mafonic Lodges, 
and an immediate preparation for thofe of Illuminifm. 

Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in the 
Second Volume of thefc Memoirs f concerning the 
Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of Errors and 
of Truth. He will there have read of a time when % 

♦ Ibid. Se£L 7. 
• } Sec the laft word of Philo, Page 1001 $ Cbap. £L 
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man, difengaged from the fenfes and free fromNnat- 
tcr, was ftill more free from the yoke of the laws and 
from political bondage, to which he was only fubjccled 
by his fall. He will there have fecn, that the daily 
efforts of man (hould tend to the overthrow of Go- 
vernments, that he may recover his former purity and 
ancient liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might 
there have demonftrated that abfurd Idealifm reducing^ 
our fenfes to vain fi&ions, that the proflitution of them 
might be but a chimerical crime ;* there, in fliort, I 

* When treating in the Second Volume of the religions 
and political tenets of the Martinifts, I did not extend my 
refearches to their doctrine of Idealifm, and I frankly confels 
that I did not fufficiently underftand that part of their Apo~ 
calypfe. Since the publication of that Volume, however,. 
I have met with a Gentleman perfectly capable of compre- 
hending any intelligible fyftem whatever ; I mean the Abbd 
Bertins, reiiding at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me 
in terms fimilar to thofe in which fome other people had re- 
proached me rcfpcc"Hng the Roficrucians. What you haxe *wril^ 
ten, faid he, is ALL true, but you have not told the WHOLR 
truth. I had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I ne- 
ver will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbe 
Bertins condefccndcd to give me fome little infight into the 
do&rines of this famous St. Martin. It fully confirmed every 

- thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinifts* 
vith refpeel to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended 
origin of that foul foiimng a part of God, ofthetjfence of God+ 
end of the fame fuhflance — But what I had not laid was, that 
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftence, or 
at leaft has fuch a feparate exigence, and is fo entirely null 
with refpeft to the foul, that there neither is nor can be any 
relation whatever between it and the foul ; in fine, that it U % 
with refpect to us, as if it were not. I had furmifed thefe con- 
fequences in a cenverfation which I had had with an eftimable 
young man, the Vicomte de Mairabourg, whom the Martin- 
ifts had endeavoured to taint with their erroneous d6<5trines. 
When they came to treat of the pleafurc of the fenfes, throw 
that to the fire, they fay in their treatife of morality ; to thk 

fire : give to the fire all it ajkr ; thdt h not the Jprit, all that 
dots not ajffeS the foul ; and this fire is matter ; it is the fenfes, the 
body. Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Martini ft tells us, 
" It is in vain that the enemy purfues me with his illufions. 
" Matter (hall not have remembrance of me here below. 
14 Doss man tafte the plcafures of matter I When the fenfea 
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might have fhown according to the Martinift, that ill 
all ages, this fyftem of corruption and diforder has 
been the docVnie and fecret of true Philofophy. This 
intermediary degree was deftined by Wcifhaupt to 
ferve as a point of union between the Mafonic Lodges 
and Illuminifm. It was but natural that he fhould 
haye felected the mod monftrous and mod artful fyftem 
of the Craft. Let not the reader therefore be afton- 
ifhed when he fees the Antitheofophift, the Atheitt, 
the Materialift Weiftiaupt borrowing in this degree 
the doftrines of the Martinifls on the two-fold princi- 
ple or double fpirit. But let it be alio remembered, 
that whenever, in confequence of this artifice, he is 
obliged to ufe the words fpirit or foul, he informs the 
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the Code, 
only to conform to the vulgar expreffwn. This pre- 
caution taken, the Initiator may without apprehenfiott 
repeat the fophifticated leflbns on the twofold princi- 
ple. And indeed one might be tempted to think, that 
the doftrines he lays down as the grand objeft of Free- 

i€ {eel pain or plcafure, is it not eafy to perceive that it is 
" not man that feels this pain or pleafure ?" (No. 235, of 
the Man of Dejire^ by the Author of a work On Errors and on 
Truth. J How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all 
the paffious and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may grati- 
fy them without affeding his foul either for the better or for 
the worfe, what raonflrous confequences muft enfue to morals ! 
And indeed a Danim Martinift was confuhed by the Vifcount, 
who, more candid than the recruiting Brethren, anfwered, 
** Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our myfterics ;— 
•' I am unfortunately engaged, and mould in vain attempt 
" to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fuccecd ; 
41 bat, for your part, take care never to deliver yourfelf 
" over to thofe men." The Vifcount followed his advice. As 
to the Abbe* Bertins, he was too much for Mr. de St. Martin, 
who Jiad to argue with a man that perpetually objected — if 
my foul is part of God, and of the fubftance of God, my 
foul muft be God. After three months leflbns, which the 
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbe Bertins only fubmitted 
to through curioiity, the learned teacher violently exclaimed, 
11 I fee I never Jball be able to convince a Divine :" and thus 
Mr. de St. Martin took leave of a fcholar far more fitted 
to teach hiiu real knowledge than to receive his fophiftica- 
ted leiTons. 
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Mafonry had all been copied from the Martinift fyftem. 
He begins by deploring a great Revolution which had 
in former ages deprived man of his primitive dignity. 
He then reprefents man as having had the faculty of 
recovering his ancient fplendour ; but that by the abufe 
of his faculties he had again immeried himfelf ftill 
deeper in his defiled and degraded ftation. The very 
fenfes are blunted, and faid to lead him into error "on 
the nature of things. Every thing that he beholds in 
its aftual ftate is jalfehood, Jboiv, and iUufwn ; and be 
lays particular ftrefs on thofe fchools of fages which 
had, ever fince the time of the grand Revolution, pre- 
served the fecret principles of the antique do&rines, or 
of true Mafonry. Nor does the monftrous hierophant 
blufh at placing Jesus op Nazareth among thofe 
fages, and blafphemoufly numbering the God of the 
Chriftians among the Grand Matters of Illuminifm. 
But foon was the do&rine of Chrift falfified, and Priefts 
and Pbilofophers raifed on thefe divine foundations an 
edifice of joUy> prejudice, and jelfiinterejt. Soon alfo 
does the tyranny of Priejlbood and the Defpotifm of 
Princes coalefce in the opprejjion of fuffering humanity. 
Free Mafonry oppofes thefe difaftrous attempts, and 
endeavours to preierve the true doftrine ; but it has 
over-burdened it with fymbols, and its lodges gradu- 
ally fubfide into feminaries of ignorance and error. — 
The Illiiminees alone are in pofleffion of the real fe- 
crets of Mafonry ; many of them are even ftill to be 
the obje&s of their researches ; and the new Knight 
is to devote all his attention to their difcovery. He is 
particularly recommended to Jludy the doSrines of the 
ancient Gnojiics and Manicbaans, which may lead him 
to many important difcoveries on this real Mafonry. He 
is alfo told, that the great enemies which he will have 
to encounter during this inveftigation will be, ambi- 
tion, and other vices which make humanity vroan un- 
der the opprejjion of Princes and of the Priejlbood.* 

The obfeurity which enwraps thefe leffons on the 
new and grand Revolution which is to counteraft the 
ravages or the former, is not the flighted of Wei£ 
haupt's artifices. With refpeft to Princes, this is the. 
laft degree to which they are admitted. They are to be 

* Sec this degree, Art 8. Inftru&ion on the Mafonic Hieroglyphic* 
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gterfuaded, that the antique Revolution was no othet 
than the coalition of the powers of the earth with the 
Priefthood, in order to fupport the empire of religious 
prejudice and fuperftition ; and that the new Revolu- 
tion to l>e efft&ed is the re-union of Princes with Phi- 
lofophy* to overthrow that empire and enfure the tri- 
umph, of reafon. Should the ferene adept be ftartled 
at his having fworn neve r to flatter the great ncr to be 
41 J lave to Prince s> he will he reconciled again by the lat* 
ter part of the oath, where he engages to look upon Ins 
domejtic, civil, and foetal duties as mojl fared. But 
let him form what opinion he may as to Ins initiation, 
he has neverthelefi fworn, that he will proteft the Bro* 
therhood from fuperftition and defpotifm ; tlxit be will 
obey the mojt excellent fuperiors oj the Order; that he 
will favour its progrefs with all his power, and that 
he believes it alone to be in poffeflion of the fecrets of 
real Mafonry. 

In the lefe important clafs of adepts, Ihould any ftill 
hanker after their Theofophical ideas, that is to fay, 
fhould Weifhaupt defpair of ever infufing into them 
its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, they are con* 
demned to become ftationary in this degree ; and he 
impofes on them as a talk the explication of all the 
Hieroglyphics of Mafonry, which tney may fet to the 
tune of the grand Revolution. Under pretence of di£ 
covering a more perfett religion, he perfuaded them 
that Chriftianity was at this day nothing fnore than fu- 
.peritition and tyranny. He has infufed into them his 
Jiatred for the Priefthood and the drifting forms of 
Government. That will fuffice to procure him agents 
of deftruftion ; as to re-edification, he has not fo much 
as mentioned it to them. 

But fhould there be found among the number of i» dutiei 
Knights mea who of therofelves dive into the meaning and u>v * 
of that great Revolution which only deprived man of 
his primitive dignity by fubjecYmg him to the laws of 
civil fociety, fhould they have comprehended the 
meaning of this other revolution which is to reftore 
every thing by re-eftabli(hing man in his primitive in- 
dependence,. hich men will be pointed out by the Scru- 
tators. It is at them that the Code particularly aims 
when it fays, Let the Scotch Knights fcrioujh rtjlttt, 

Vol. III. O 
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that they are prcfiding over a grand eftdliflment, whofe 
ebjecl is the happinefs of mankind. In fhort, thefe 
Knights have to aft the parts of fuperiors in the order ; 
they are the Infpe&ors or the Dirt dors of all the pre- 
paratory clafs. They have on that account' aflenibliei 
peculiar to themfelves, called Secret Chapters. The 
firft duty of thefe chapters is, to watch over the in- 
terefts of the Order within their diftricT:. " The Scotch 
Knights, fays their firft inftru&ion, are to pay parti- 
cular attention to the difcovery of any plans which may 
contribute to fill the coffers of the Order. It were 
much to be wifhed that thfy could devife means of put- 
ting the Order into poffcffion of fome confiderable reve- 
nues in their province. — He that flail have rendered 
Jo ftgtial a fervice muji never hcfitate at believing that 
thefe revenues are employed in the mojl noble purpofcs.— 
The whole muji labour with all t))eir might to coufb- 
lidate the edifice little by little within their di/iricl, until 
the finances of the Order /hall be found to be competent 
to its views.* 

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe Knights 
with the government of the preparatory clafs. Each 
Knight is to correfpond with a certain number of 
brethren who have the direction of the Minerval aca- 
demies. The Code contains inftruclions which point 
out to them upon what objefts they are permitted to 
decide ; what brethren they are to forward or thwart 
in their promotion ; and what reports they are to 
make to their fuperiors. In their correfpondence with 
their inferiors they make ufe of the common cypher, 
but when they write to the chiefs they employ a pecu- 
liar character which may truly be called hieroglyphic. 

They are particularly charged with the infpedtion 
of the Major Illuininees. " The Scotch Knights/' 
fays the Code, " fliall be particularly attentive that 
" the Major Illuminees do not negleft to mention in 
" their monthly letters fuch employments as they may 
" have to difpofe of."f 

I have fhown, in the foregoing chapter, how ufe*- 
ful and indeed how neceffary this precaution proved 
for recompenfing the zeal of the brethren. The adept 
Knigge wifhed to demonltratc that it might be equally 

• Sec firft Inftru&ion for this degree, 
f Second Infiru&ion, No. 13. 
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ufeful for princes, when combined with the fcrutinU 
zing code. " Let us fuppofe," fays he, " that a Prince^ 
" having an IUuminee tor his Minifter, wiflies to find 
u a proper perfon to fill any vacant office 5 bf means 
" of the Scrutators, the Minifter may immediately 
" prefent the faithful portrait of divers perfonages, 
" from among whom the Prince will only have to 
" make his ele&ton.** But every reader, I nope, will 
recollecl, that in confequence of the oath that has 
been taken by the Minifter to difpofe of ail places in 
favour of the brethren, and that according to the di- 
reftion of the Knights, he will only prefent fuch adepts 
for thofe offices as the Order fliall have chofen ; and 
thus will Illuminifm foon difpofe of all benefices, em- 
ployments, and dignities, and have the entire direction 
of the whole power of the State. 

Meanwhile, until the Se& fhall exert this influence its inftrw. 
over Courts, the Scotch Knights are to acquire an ab- l ! on8 reU - 
folute fway in the Mafonic lodges. Their laws on this FnL-Ma- 
head deferve particular attention. We (hall feleet the fonry. 
following : 

" In every town of any note fituated within their 
diftrift, the fecret chapters ihall eftabltfh lodges for 
the three ordinary degrees, and fhall caufe men of 
found morals, of good reputoe, and of eafy circum* 
(lances, to be received in thefe lodges. Such men 
are much to be fought after, and are to be made 
Mafons, even though they f?ould not be of any fervicc. 
to Illuminifm in its ulterior projefisS r f 

" If there already cxifts a lodge in any given town, 
the Knights of Illuminifm mutt find means of efta- 
bli filing a more legitimate qne ; at leaft, they fhould 
fpare no pains to gain the afcendancy in thofe which 
they find eftablifhed, either to reform or to deftroy 
them»% 

" They muft ftrongty exhort the members of our 
lodges not to frequent (without leave of their fuperi- 
ors) any of thofe pretended conftitnted lodges, who. 
hold nothing of the Englifl? but their diplomas, and fome. 
few fymbots and ceremonies which they do not under** 



* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 95. 
Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree, No. 1. 
Third Iijftru&ion for the fame degree, No. 3. 
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ftand. All fuch brethren are perfe<5tly ignorant of 
true Mafonry, of its grand objeft, and its real patrons. 
Though fome of the greateft merit are to be found in 
fuch lodges, we neverthelefs have ftrong reafons for 
not readily allowing them to vifit ours."* 

" Our Scotch Knights mult pay great attention to 
the regularity of the fubordinate lodges, and muft 
above all things attend to the preparation of candidates. 
It is here that in a private intercom fe they will fhow a 
man that they have probed him to the quick. Surprifi 
bim by Jome enfnaring quejlion in order to obferve 
whether he has any pretence of mind. If he be not 
(launch to his principles, and fhould expofe his weak 
iide, make him feel how great his neceffities are, and 
how necetfary it is for him to be guided entirely 
by us."f 

" The Deputy Matter of the Lodge (who is generally 
the auditor of the accounts) rauft aifo be a member of 
our Secret Chapter. He will perfuade the lodges that 
they alone difpofe of their funds ; but he will take care to 
employ them according to the views of the Order. Should 
it at any time be neceflary to help one of our brethren, 
the proportion is made to the lodge ; though the bro- 
ther Ihould not even be a Mafon, no matter, fome ex* 
pedicnt mujt be found to carry the point." 

" No part of the capital, however, muft in any cafe 
be alienated, that hereafter we may find the necejfary 
funds for the moft important undertakings. The tenth 
part of the fubferiptions of thefc lodges muft be an* 
nually carried to the Secret Chapter, The treafurer to 
whom thefe funds muft be tranfmitted, fhall colled 
them, and endeavour by all kinds of expedients to 
augment them"\ 

" But before any part of our own funds are appro, 
priated to the help of any of our brethren, every effort 
ihall be made to procure the neceflary fuccours from 
the funds belonging to lpdges which do not pertain to 
our fyftcm — In general, the money which thefe lodges 
fpmd in a ufekfs manner, flmtUl be converted to the ad. 
vancement of our grand objecl."§ 

" Whenever a learned Mafon (hall enter our Order, 

• Ibid. No. 5. I Ibid. No. 9. 

$ Third Inftru<Stfon for the feme degree, No. ia. § Ibid, 13. 
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he muft be put under the immediate direction of our 
Scotch Knights."* 

From what code can Weifhaupt, or his compiler 
Knigge, have felecled fuch laws as thefe for their 
Scotch Knights ? Many readers will be ready to anfwer, 
that they muft have learned them from* a Mandrin, a 
Cartouche, or fome hero of the gibbet. But it is no 
fuch thing :— their own ingenuity was fufficient to in- 
vent fuch do&rines. Weifhaupt lays down as a prin- 
ciple, rhat the end jujlifies the means: he made the ap- 
Iriication of it when he taught his adepts to rob the 
ibraries of Princes and Religious Orders ; his comoiler 
Knigge applies the fame principle to the funds ot the 
honcit Mafons ; and we (hall toon fee what ufe tliey 
made of thofe funds. It will be in vain for the lllumi- 
nee (more zealous for the honour of his founder than 
for that of the compiler Knigge) to object, that Weif- 
haupt never approved of the degree of Scotch Knight. 
It is true he never much admired it. But it is not the 
fyftem of theft (evidently deduced from bis own prin- 
ciples) that he reprobates; not a fingle cxpreflion in 
any of his letters can denote that he did fo ; for Knigge 
might have anfwered, what do thofe fools of Mafons do 
with that money ? juft as Weifhaupt had written ivhat 
do thofe rafcals of Monks do 'with their rare books ? He 
blamed it not for its principles, but becaufe he thought 
it a mifcrable cotttpojition : der elende Scottifche litter 
grade are the terms in which he cxprefles his contempt. 
When he corrected this degree, the thefts were not the 
parts which he expunged ; they were too fcrviccable 
to the Order. Weifhaupt, however, confented to let 
this degree (fuch as it was) ferve as a preparation for 
the mylteries of his Lpoptes; that is to fay, for his 
priejts of Hlummifm; and when confidered in that 
light it may be truly faid, that the Knights brigands 
were but pitiful and miferable indeed. I will, "how- 
ever, rive the reader an opportunity of judging for 

* Third Inftru&ion Tor the feme degree, No. i& 
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CHAP. IX. 

Seventh Pan of the Code of the Mufrtwees.*~Clti/s of the 
Myjtsrics. — Of the kjfcr Myjleries ; the Epopt or 
Pricji of Illuminifm. 



H< 



OWEVER accurately the Seel may have afcer* 
taincd the progrefs of its adepts in the prepara- 
tory degrees, ftill Weiftiaupt feems to fear that fomc 
may be ftartlcd when they come to be acquainted with 
the ultimate views of Illuminifm. He wifhes therefore 
to lead them to his darkeft plots by gradual fhades* 
Hence the diviiion of lefier and greater myfteries, and 
the 'fubdiviiion into degrees. The firft degree into 
which the adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of 
Epopt ; but thefe new dignitaries are only known by 
that title to the inferior clafs j die higher degrees call 
them Pricfts.* 

Let not the reader take alarm at the denomination 
of lejfer myjleries, as if they were of no confequence ; 
for he will gradually, as he afcends, difcover their dark 
defigns and dealings. But before the adept is allowed 
to proceed, he mull collect every thing that his mind, 
his memory, or all his former leflbns can afford, of 
anti-religious and anti-focial principles, to enable him t© 
jjive written anfwers to the following queftions : 

" I. Do you think the prefent ftate of nations corre- 
** 5 * fil w fponds with the objed for which man was placed upon 
exam- earth? ror example, do governments, civil ailociations, 
or religion, attain the ends for which they were de* 
figned ? Do the fciences to which men apply furnifli 
them with real lights; are they conducive (as they 
ought to be) to real happinefs ? Are they not, on the 
contrary, the offspring or numberlefc wants, and of the 
unnatural ftate in which men live ? Are they not the 
crude inventions of crazy brains, or of geniufes labori- 
oufly fubtle ?" 

" II. What civil aflbciations and what tcienccs do you 
think tend or do not tend to the grand object ? Did 
there not formerly exift an order of things more fim- 
ple ? What fort of an idea can you form of that an* 
cient ftate of the world ?" 

• Philo to Sparucus*— IoHru&ioiH for this degree. 
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* HI. Now that we have palled through all thofe 
nullities for through all thofe ufelefs ami vain forms of 
our civil conjlitutions ) do you think that it would be 
poflible to return back to the original and noble iimpKci- 
ty of our forefathers ? Suppofing we had returned to it, 
would not our paft misforttfnc render that date more 
durable \ Would not all mankind be in a iimilatr ftate 
with an individual who, having enjoyed the fweets of 
innocence during his childhood, and fallen a prey to 
error and his paffions during his youth, at length,. in- 
ftru&ed by the ri&s he has run, and by experience, 
endeavours to return to that innocence and purity 
%vhich rendered his childhood fo happy I" 

" IV. What means were beft to be employed for 
ceftoring mankind to that happy ftate > Should it be 
by public mcafures, by violent revolutions, or by any 
means that ihould enfure fuccefs ?" 

" V. Does not the Chriftian Religion in all its puri- 
ty afford fome indications, does it not hint at lome 
ftate or happinefs fimilar to this? Does it not even 
prepare it I" ■ 

" VI. Is this holy and fimple religion really what 
different fc&s profefs it to be at this prefent day, or is 
it more perfeft ?' 

" VII. Can this more perfeft Chriftianity be known 
or taught ? Could the world (fuch as it now is) fupport 
3. ftronger degree of light ? Do you not think that, be- 
fore the number lefs obftacles could be. removed, it 
would be proper to preach to mankind a religion 
more perfed, a philofophy more elevated, and the art 
of each one's governing himfclf according to his 
greateft advantage V 9 

" VIII. Would not our moral and political views 
lead men to oppofe this blefling ? From our political 
and moral views then, or from an ill-judged intereft, 
or even from deep-rooted prejudices, thefe oMacles 
-originate. If men, therefore, oppofe the renovation 
of human happinefs, is it not becaufe, ilaves to ancient 
forms, they rejeft and reprobate every thing which is 
not to be found in thofe forms, though it fhould be the 
moft natural, the grandeft, and moft noble of all 
poflible things ? Does not perfonal intereft, alas ! a* 
prefent predominate over the general intereft of man? 
kind i» 
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lr IX. Muft we not then filenriy and gradually reme« 
dy thofc diibrders before we can flatter ourfelves with 
the re-eftablifhtnent of the golden age ? Meanwhile, is 
it not advifeable to diffsminate the truth in Secret 
Societies ?* 

" X. Can we trace any fuch fecret do&rine in the 
ancient fchools of the fages, or in the allegorical 
leflbns given by Jefus Chrifr, the Saviour and liberator 
of mankind, to his mod intimate difciples I Have you 
not obferved a fort of gradual education in that art 
which you fee has been traufmitted to our Order, from 
the higheft antiquity ?"* 
initiation of Should the anfwers of the Candidate to all thefe 
the Epopt. qucftions (how that the progrefi he has made in his 
gradual education is not what the Order had reafon 
to expect, he will folicit in vain the advancement he 
hoped for. Should his anfwers be equivocal, he will 
receive orders to prepare new ones, or to be more ex- 
plicit, f But if he (how the proper difpofitions, and 
the Scft forefee no probability of his being ftartled at 
the leflbns of the Hierophant on thofe grand objects 
which ire to be difclofed to him, the Superiors give 
their aflent, and a fynod of the illuminized priefthood 
is held. The day of the initiation is fixed. At the 
hour agreed upon, the introducing adept Waits upon 
his new profelyte and takes him into a carriage. The 
windows being clofed, the candidate blind-folded, and 
the coachman continually winding and varying his 
courfe, are precautions more than iufficient to hinder 
the profelyte from ever being able to trace the fpot 
to which he is conducted. Led by the hand, and ftill 
blind-folded, he {lowly afcends to the porch of the 
temple of the rnyfterics. His guide then divefts him 
of the Mafonic infignia, puts a drawn fword into his 
hand, takes off the bandage from his eyes, and leaves 
him, ftriftly forbidding him to proceed a ftepuntil be 
hears the voice which is to call him. He is then left 
to his reflections. 

With refpcA to the pomp of the myflreries, when 
the Brethren celebrate them in all their fplendour, the 
walls of the temple are hung in red, and lighted up 
with an immenfe number of candles or lamps. A. 

• Infhui&ioii for this degree. 

t Und. further iiiflru&ion* on the adaiiffion to the degree of PsicfW - 
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Yoke is at length hoard, faying, « Conic ! cater unhap* 
u py fugitive 1 The fathers wait for you ; enter and 
u fliut the door after you." The profelyte obeys the 
voice which calls bin*. At the bottom of the temple 
Hp M*oWs a throng under a rich canopy with a tabtf 
before it, on which lie a crown> a faeptre, a fworol 
fotne pieces of gold money, and precious jewels, all 
interlaid with chaw. At the foot of thi$ tabic, on a 
fcarkt cuftiion, is thrown a white robe, a girdle, an4 
ihe fimple ornaments of die facenjotal coftume* Th$ 

{irofeiyte, (landing at the bottom of the temple and in. 
rant of the throne, is addreffed by the Hierophant a* 
follows : " Behold and fix thine eyes on the fplcndour 
*' of tjie throno If all this childiih flummery, theft 
u crowns, tbefe fecptrcs, apd all thef? monuments ojf 
" human degradation have any charm* in. your eyes, 
« (peaks and it may be in our power to gratify your 
'* wi&es. Uajhappy man I if facb are your objc&s, if 
*' you wifli to rille |to power that ypu. niay aiGft in the 

* oppreffion of youx Brethren, go, an4 & your perij 
" make die .sr»t Are you in <ju<cft of power, ojf 

* force, of fajife honours, and pf fucji, fi^rfluitie% 
* l we wiU labour fpr you ; w$ will procure fuch tran^ 
f &mt advantages for you, wp will place you as neaf 
** the throne as you can defire, and wiU kaye you t9 
•"the confcquences of ypur folly i but obferve, ouf 

* fan&uary (hall be for ever fhut againft you.* ^ , 
" Oa the contrary, do you with to be initiated into 

& wifdom, would you teach the art of rendering men 
M better, more free and more happy, then be welcome, 
gi be thrice welcome. Here you behold tlie attribute^ 
M of Royalty, and there, on the cufliion, you fee thp 
" modelt veftment of innocence j make thy choice, and 
" let it be the choice which thy heart {hail diclate." 

If contrary to all e*pe$at?oii$, the Candidate flbould 
make choice of the regalia, he bears a thundering 
voice exclaim, <* Mopft^r, retire ! ccafc to pollute this 
M boly place I Begone, fly, before it be too late." At 
4hefe words be is led out of the temple by the Brother 
.who introduced him.— But Ibould lie chufe the white 
robe, how different will be the language ! " Health 
" and felutation to thy great and noble foul ! Such 
V was the choice we e*pe&ed from you. But ftop, \% 

Vol. III. ' P 
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« is not permitted to you to inveft yourfelf with tfiafr 
" robe, until you have learned to what you arc it! 
u future deftined by us."* 

The Candidate is then ordered to be feated*. Thtf 
Code of the Myfteries is opened^ and the Brethren in 
fiftnc^ attend to the Oracles of the Hierophant. 

Now, reader, you who have been through fo loftg a 
courfe of trials, queftions, rituals, and inlidious degrees* 
who have been led through all the preparatory laby- 
rinth of illuminized education, if ftill you be in the 
dark as to the objeft of fuch precautions and artificer 
follow me into this den which the Seft dares call Xh6 
holy place ; feat thyfdf by the adept, and liften to their 
Oracles.— This is the mafter-piece of the founder. Hea^ 
with patience, though your indignation fhould be ex- 
cited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifm, in impiety," 
in blafphemy againft your goipd and your God, treach- 
ery againft your Magiftrates, your country, and its 
laws, againft; your titles and your rights, againft thofe 
of yo&r anceftors and your progeny-Let Kings iand 
Subjefts, the rich and poor, the merchant and the la- 
bourer, let every clals of citizens attend ; let theni 
hearken, and learn at length what hellifh plots are 
contriving againft them in the dark recedes of thefe 
diabolical dens. In vain (hall the lethargic foul accufc 
us of credulity o* groundlefs terrors. Thofe leflbng 
which the Seel view as the mafter-piecc of their codt 
lie before me, fuch as they flowed from the pen of the 
Legiflator, fuch as they were publifhed by order of thfc 
Sovereign who fck,ed the archives of the Seft, that all 
nations might learn the dreadful dangers with which 
they were menaced, f I have them again embelliflied 
by the compiler of the Seel, corrected and reviewed by 
the Council of the Areopagites, attefted by the compiler 
as true and conformable to the copy ligned and fealed 
with the fignet of the Secl.f 

Read then, and rock thyfelf to fleep in the cradle of 
voluntary ignorance if thou canft, content with having 
aflured thyfelf that every confpiracy againft the ck- 
illence of civil fociety or of all government whatever, 

* Ibid, further Inftru&ions on the admiflion to the degree of 'Pricih 
f Original Writings, Vol. II. Part a. 

\ Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus, from Page 10 to 70, and cent* 
ficates of Philo at the beginning^ this degree. 
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every confpiracy, ag&inft the exiftence of property, can 
be but a chimera. 

It is ta the Candidate, and in prefence of the Breth- 
ren already initiated to thefe myftcries, that the Illu- 
minizing Prefident addrefles the following difcourfc : 

Dijcowfc of Xbe Hierophant for the Degree of Prieftjt 
Epopt of the IUummees.% 

€i At length (he fays) the time of your reward luc- 
eeeds to the trials or an afliduous preparation. At 
prefent you know yourfelf, and have learned to know* 
others ; you are what you ought to be, fuch as we 
wiflied to fee you. It will now be your duty to con* 
dud: others.— What you already know, and what you 
are about to learn, will expofe to your view the ex* 
treme weaknefe of human nature. In this advantage 
alone lies the true fource of power which one man ex* 
crcifes over another. The dark clouds dtffipate ; the 
fun of light rifes ; the gates of the fanftuary unfold ; 
a portion of our myftenes is going to be revealed to 
you. Let the gates of the temple be (hut againft the 

Erofane ; I will only fpeak to the Illuftrious, to the 
[otyj to the Eleft. I fpeak to thofe who have ears 
to hear, who have tongues which they can com- 
mand, and who. have minds fufficiently enlightened 
to underftand. 

" Surrounded bv the Hluftrious, you are about to* 
enter into that cms which bears an eflential part in the 
government of our fublime Order. But do you know 
what it is to govern, can you conceive what this right 
can be in a fecret fociety ? To cxercife fuch an empire, 
not over the vulgar or the grandees of the people, but 

J I have compared the two editions of this difcourfe. The firft givet 
it juft as Wcifhaupt compofed and pronounced il at his firft initiations. 
The fecond lias been corrected by his adept the Baron Knigge, known 
by the chara&ertflic of Philo. All the difference that I could obfervo 
was a flight refinement of the ftyle in fome parts, while prolix paf- 
fages had been added in others. I remarked, that the Compiler Knigge 
had literally copied all the impious, feditious, and frantic leflons of th# 
original— I have given the preference to the original. In place of adding} 
I mall rather retrench, and only mention the moft ftriking paflages, 
making fuch reflections as circumftances may require. Weilhaupt, ac- 
cording to the idiom of the German language, always addrcfied th« 
Candidate in the third perfon plural : in this particular, we have follow.?^ 
td Kniggc's corre&ion, as more fuitable with our language. 

Voi IIL B a. 
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6ver the molt aicompliihed men, over men in aH fta* 
tions, of all nations, of all religions ; to reign over them 
without any exterior conftraint, to keep them united 
by durable bonds, to hrfpire them all with one fpirit % 
to govern with all poffible precifion, a&ivity, and fi« 
toce, men fpread over the whole furface of the globe, 
even to its utmoft confines. This is a problem which 
no political wifdom has ever been able to folve. To* 
reunite the difthifttons of Equality, Defootifm, artd Li- 
berty ; to prevent the treafons and persecutions which 
would be the inevitable confcquences ; of nothing, to 
create great things ; to (land firm againft the fwelling 
torrent of evils and abufe ; to make happinefc untver* 
fairy Ihine dn human nature ; would be a mafter-piece 
of morality and polity reunited. The civil conftitu* 
tions of dates offer but little aid to filch an undertak- 
ing. Fear and violence are their grand engines ; 
with us, each one is voluntarily to lend his affiitance* 
.... Were men what they ought to be, we might oil 
their firft admiflion into our fociety explain the great- 
nefs of our plans to them ; but the lure of a fecret is 
perhaps the only mean of retaining tbofe who might 
turn their backs upon us as foon as their curiofity had 
been gratified : The ignorance or imperfcft education 
of many makes it requifite that they (hould be firft 
formed by our moral leflbns. The complaints, the 
murmurs of others againft the trials to which we are* 
Obliged to condemn them, fufficiently fliow you what* 
pains we muft beftow, with what patience and what 
conftancy we moil be endowed ; how intenfely the>love 
of the grand objeft muft glow in our hearts, to make 
m keep true to our pofts in the midft of fuch unthank- 
ful labour ; and not abandon for ever the hope of re- 
generating mankind." 

" It is to partake with us of thefe labours that you 
have been called. To obferve others day and night % 
to form them, to fuccour them, to watch over them ; 
to ftimulate the courage of the pufillanimous, the ac- 
tivity and the zeal of the lukewarm ; to inftruft the ign 
Jiorant ; to raife up thofe who have fallen, to fortify 
thofe who (tagger ; to reprefs the ardour of raflmefs, 
to prevent difunion ; to veil the faults and weaknefles 
of others j to guard againft the acute inquifitivenefs of 
wit; to prevent imprudence and treafqji; in {hort, to 
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maintain the fubordination to and eftecm of our Su- 
periors, and friend (hip and union among the Brethren, 
arc the duties,- among others ftill greater, that wc 
impofe upon you." 

" Have you any idea of fecrct focieties ; of the rank 
they hold, or of the parts they perform in the events 
of this world I Do you view them as infignificant or 
tranfient meteors ? O, Brother ! God and Nature, when 
difpofing of all things according to the proper times 
and places, had their admirable ends in view ; and tlxf 
make u/e of thefe fecret focieties as the only and as the 
mdifpenfake means of conducting us thither." 

" Hearken, and may you be filled with admiration I 
This is the point whither all the moral tends ; it is on 
this that depends the knowledge of the right of fecret 
focieties, of all our do&rine, of all our ideas of good 
and bad, of juft and unjuft. You are here fituated be- 
tween the world paft and the world to come. Cad 
your eyes boldly on what has patted, and in an inlianc 
ten thoufand bolts (hall fall, and thoufands of gates 
{hall burft open to futurity— You (hall behold the inex- 
hauftible riches of God and of Nature, the degradation 
and the dignity of man. You fhall fee the world and 
human nature in its youth, if not in its childhood, even 
there where you thought to find it in its decrepitude 
and verging towards its ruin and ignominy ." 

Should this long exordium, which I have neverthe- 
less abridged, have fatigued the reader, let him reft 
and reflcft for an inftant* The enthufiaftic drain 
which predominates in this firft part pervades the 
whole. Weifhaupt thought it neceflary to his objeft 
to afford his profelytes no time for reflcftion. He be«? 
gins by inflaming them ; he promifes great things ; 
though this impious and artful mountebank knows 
that he is going to fob them off with the greateft fol- 
lies, the grofleft impieties and errors. I have called 
him an impious ana artful mountebank ; but that is 
falling far fhort of what the proofs atteft. Weifhaupt 
knows that he deceives, and wifhes to delude his pro* 
felytes in the mod atrocious manner. When he has 
milled, he feoffs at them, and with his confidants de- 
fides their imbecility. He has, however, his reafons 
for beguiling them, and knows for what ufes he in- 
tends them when be has infufed into them his erroneous 
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and vicious principles. The greater the confideratioit 
they may enjoy in the world, the more heartily he 
laughs at their delufion. He thus wrhes to his inti- 
mate friends : " You cannot conceive how much my 
<* degree of Prieft is admired by our people. But 
u what is the mod extraordinary is, that feveral great 
u proteftant and reformed divines, who are of our Or- 

• der, really believe that that part of the difcourfe 
a which alludes to religion contains the true fpirit and 
u real fenfe of Chriftianity ; poor mortals / what could 
u I not make you believe? — Candidly I own to you, 
u that I never thought of becoming the founder of a. 

* religion.** In this manner does the itnpoftor de- 
lude his followers, and then feoffs at them in private. 
Thefe great divines were probably of that clafs among 
the proteftants which we fbould, among us, call apol- 
tates, a Syeyes or an Autun, for example ; for it is 
impoflible that any man endowed with common fenfe 
or candour could avoid feeing that the whole tendency 
of this long difcourfe is the total overthrow of all re- 
ligion and of all government. 

A fecond obfervation well worthy the notice of our 
readers is, the extreme importance which the Seel gives 
to ficret focieties 9 and what mighty expectations it 
grounds on their myfterious exittence. Let nations 
and chiefs of nations examine themfelves, reflect whe- 
ther they have ever calculated the means and impor- 
tance or thefe fecret focieties fo well as thofe whoL 
founded them ; and fay, whether fear and diffidence 
on the one fide fhould not keep pace with the expecta- 
tions and confidence of the other. But let us return 
to the Lodge wherein Weiftiaupt initiates his adepts. 

Continuing his enthufiaftic (train, the Hierophant in- 
forms the profelyte, that Nature, having a jjreat plan 
to develop, begins by the lefler and moft imperfect 
parts ; that fhe then regularly proceeds to the middle 
terms, to bring things to a (late of perfection ; which 
ftate may ferve as a point whence (he may again de- 
part, to raife them to a higher order of perfection. 

" Nature (fays he) makes us begin at infancy, from 
infancy fhe raifes us to manhood. She at firft left us 
in the favage ftate, but foon brought us to civilization,, 

• Orig. Writ. Vol U. Let. i8, from, Wctfhaupt to Zwack. 
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perhaps that we might be more fcnfible, more efirap* 
tured and tenacious of what we are, from viewing the 
contrail of what we were. But to what changes, and 
thofe of an order infinitely more important, does our 
future deftiny lead us \" 

Were the candidate mafter of his own reafon, he 
mud conclude from thefe principles, that human na- 
ture had acquired perfe&ion when palling from the 
favage ftate to that of civil fociety ; that if he is ftiil 
to acquire perfection it can never be by returning to 
Iris primitive ftate. But fophifters have their tortuofi* 
ties, and the adepts are involved in a folly and Mind* 
nefs, with which the Almighty God permits them to 
t>e ftricken, fince they prefer error to truth, and im» 
piety to Chriftianity. 

" As has the individual man (continues the Hiero* 
phant) fo human nature in the aggregate has its child- 
hood, ks youth, its manhood, and its old age. At each 
of thefe periods mankind learn and are fubgeft to frefli 
wants — hence arife their political and moral revolu- 
tions -It is at the age of manhood that human na- 
ture appears in all its dignity. It is then that, taught 
by long experience, man conceives at length how great 
a misfortune it is for him to invade the rights of others, 
to avail himfelf of fome few advantages, purely exte- 
rior, to raife himfelf, to the prejudice of others. It i* 
then that he fees and feels the happinefc and dignity of 
man." 

" The firft age of mankind is that of favage and 
tmcouth nature. A family is the whole fociety ; 
hungqr and third eafily quenched, a fhelter from the 
inclemency of the feafons, a woman, and after fatigue, 
Teft, are then the only wants. At that period, men en» 
joyed the two moft imjiimabk blefjmgs Equality akd 
Liberty; they enjoyed them to their utmojt extent; 
they would have forever enjoyed them, bad they chofen to 
follow the track which Nature had traced for them — or 
had it not entered the plans of God and Nature firft to 
{how man for what bappinefs he was dejtined ; happi- 
nefs the more precious, as he had begun by tailing of 
it; happinefs fo early loft, but inftantaneoully regretted 
ahd fruitlefsly fought after, until he fhould have learn- 
ed how to make a proper ufe of his Jlrengtb, and how to 
conduit himfelf in his intc;cQurfc with the reft of 
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mankind, la his primitive ftate he was deftkute of 
the conveniences of life, but he was not on that ac> 
count unhappy ; not knowing them he did not feel 
the want pf them. Health was his ordinary Rare, an^ 
phyfical pain was his only fource of uneafioe&— Op 
happy mortals! who -were not fufficientlv enlightened to 
dijiurb the repofe of your mind, or to feel tbofe peat 
agents of our miferies the love of power mid of dijltnc* 
tia«s> the propenfity to fenfuality, the thirft after the 
rcprefentative figns of all wealth, tbofe puty 9 original 
fias with aB their progeny, envy, avarice, intempe* 
ranee, ficknefi, and all the tortures of imagination ! 
< Thus we fee this primitive and favage date, this 
firft cflay of Nature, already transformed (in the 
mouth of the Hierophant) into the happieft ftate that 
man ever knew i EfttaBsy and Liberty are the jove- 
reign principles of happinefs in that ftate. Should the 
reader be as much blinded as the profelyte, and not 
fee whither all this is tending, let him proceed, and 
tear how man was deprivedrf this happiuefi by the 
inftkittkxn of civil facieties. ^ # 

" An unfortunate germ foon vivifies m the breaft of 
man, and his primitive peace and felicity difiyppear." 
t " As femifies multiplied, the means of ftbfiftenc* 
Jbcgan to fail ; *be nomade (or roaming) life ceafed, and 
PROPERTY ftarted into exiftence ; menchoie habb- 
tations 5 agriculture made them intermix. Language 
became univerfal ; living together, one man began to 
imeafure Ks ftrength with another, and the weaker 
were diftingurfhed from the ftronger. This undoubt- 
edly created the idea of mutuai defence, of one indi- 
vidual governing divers families reunited, and of thus 
.defending their perfons and their fields againft the i»- 
-vafion cfan enemy ; but hence Liberty was ruined 
in its foundation and EoyAti-rir difappeared. 

" Opprefled with wants unknown until that period, 
man perceived that his own powers were no longer 
Sufficient. To fupply this defeft, the weakeft impru- 
dently fubmkted to the ftrongeft or to the wifeft ? not 
however to be iH-treated, but that be might be pro- 
tected, conducted, and enlightened— All fubmifliori* 
-therefore, even of the moft unpoKflied mortal, has an 
exiftence only in as much as he wants the perfon to 
whom he fubjefts himfelf, and on the exprels conditio* 
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that that perfon can fuccour him. His power cectfes 
when my weaknefs no longer exijls, or when another 
acquires fupetiorily. Kings are fathers ; the paternal 
power is at an end when the c/jild has acquired Us 
Jtrength. The father would offend his children if be 
pretended to prolong his rights beyond that ternu Every 
man having attained to years of difcretion may govern 
himfeift when a whole nation there jore is arrived at 
that period f there can exijt no further plea for keeping 
it in Ward(hipP 

In putting fuch language into the mouth of the Hie* 
rophant, the founder of Jlluminifm bad too well ftudied 
the ftrength and illufion of words j he had been too 
cautious in the choice and preparation of his adepts 
ever to fear that any of them would anfwer, " You 
who thus give oracles, what do you underftand by na- 
tions having attained their majority ? Without doubt 
fuch as, having emerged from ignorance and bar- 
barifm, have acquired the lights neceflary for their 
happinefs ; and to what can they be indebted for thefe 
lights and this happinefs, if not to their tivil affocia* 
tion ? It will be then, if ever, that they will find it 
both reafonable and ndceflary to remain under the 
guardian/hip of their laws and of their government, 
left they fhould fall back into the barbarifm and ig- 
norance of the roaming clans, or be precipitated into 
the horrors of anarchy, from revolution to revolution, 
under the fucceffive tyranny of the brigand, of the ex- 
ecutioner of the fophifticated defpot, or under that of 
a fophifter Syeyes and his colcgiflative Marfeillois, of 
a Robefpierre and his guillotines, of the Triumvirs 
and their profcriptions. The populace alone in the 
minority of ignorance, the fopbifters alone in the 
majority of wickedncfi and corruption, (liaH applaud 
thy myfteries." 

Certain of not meeting with fuch reflections from 
the adepts, the Hierophant continues to inculcate his 
principles by attributing every .thing to ftrength, and 
deftroying all principles of morality or of reafon, 
though he will affe& the tone of both ; and ends by 
forming his judgment on man in fociety, as he would 
judge tigers and wild bcafts in the forefts— Thefe are 
his new do&rines. 
' Vol. III. " Q. 
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M Never did ftrength fubmit to weaknefs.— Nature 
has deftined the weak to ferve, becaufe they have 
wants ; the ftrong man to govern, becaufe he can be 
ufeful. Let the one lofe his force, and the other ac- 
quire it, they will then change fituations, and he that 
obeyed will command. He that (lands in need of an- 
other, alfo depends upon him, and he has renounced 
to him his rights. Hence few wants is the firft ftep to- 
wards liberty. // is for this reafon that the favages are 
tl)€ moji enlightened of men, and perhaps they alone are 
free.* When wants are durable, fervitude is alfo lad- 
ing. Safety is a durable want. Had men refrained 
from all injufticc, they would have remained free ; it 
was injuftice which made them bend beneath the yoke. 
To acquire fafety, they depofited the whole force in 
the hands of one man ; and thus created a new evil, 
that of fear. The work of their own hands frighten- 
ed them ; and to live in fafety they robbed themfclves 
of that very fafety. This is the cafe of our govern- 
ments— Where then Jhall we find a protecting force ? In 
union ; but how rare alas ! is that union, except in our 
new and fecret aflbciations, better guided by wiidom> 
and leagued in ftraiter bonds i and hence it is that oa- 
ture itfelf inclines us towards thefe aflbciations. w 

Subtle as is the artifice in this defcription of human 
nature, and in that affectation of beholding on the one 
fide nothing but tyrants and defpots, and on the other 
only oppreffed and trembling flaves in the date of fo- 
ciety ; whatever {hare nature may have bad in the iiK 
ftitution of focial order, or in reclaiming mankind from 
forefts and wilderneflfcs to live under laws and a com- 
mon chief; the Hierophant neverthelefs exukingly ex- 
claims, " Such is the faithful and philofophic picture of 
defpotifm and of liberty, of our wiflies and of our 
fears. Defpotifm was engrafted on liberty, and from 
defpotifm mall liberty once more fpring. The re- 
union of men in fociety is at once the cradle and the 
grave of defpotifm ; it is alfo the grave and cradle of 
liberty. We were once pojfijfed bj liberty, and we Ivjt 
it, but to find it uvain and never to lofe it more ; to learn 
by the very privation of it the art of better enjoying it in 
future." Reader, obierve thefe words; if they do not 

* Darum find wiMe, und iin Uikhftcn grad ayfgckiartc, vciUeicht^ 
die eiozige freyc mcufdiea. 
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evidently pdint out the objeft of the Sc&, if you do not 
perceive the wifli of bringing mankind back to thofe 
times of the nomade herds of f wages, and of men det 
titute of property ', laws, or government, read and con- 
vince yourfelf by what follows : u Nature drew men 
from the favage ftate and re-united them in civil /octe- 
ttes ; from tfyefi fbcieties we proceed to further wifhes 9 
and to a wifer choice (aus den Jtaateti tretten wir in neuc 
kluger gcwahlte.) New affbeiations prefent themfdves 
to thefe xvifbes, and by their means we return to the Ji ate 
whence we came 9 not again to run the former courfe r 
but better to enjoy ottr new dejiiny ■ ■ let us explain 
this myftery.' 1 

" Men then had paffed from their peaceable /lute to the 
yoke offervitude; Eden, that terrejirial paradife, was loji 
to them. Subjects of fin andflav&ry, they were reduced 
to fervitude, and obliged to gain their bread by the fweat 
of their brow. —In the number of thefe men fome pro 
mifed to proteft, and thus became their chiefs— at firft 
they reigned over herds or clans~~*hefe were foon ei- 
ther conquered, or united together in iprder to form a 
numerous people ; hence aroTe nations and their chiefs 
—Kings* of nations. At the formation of ftates and 
nations, the world ceafed to be a great family, to be a 
fingle empire * the great bond of nature was rent 
sfunder.* 

The impudence of fuch affertions muft aftonifli the 
reader ; he will alk himfelf, can there poffibly exift 
beings' thus belying evidence itfelf, and pretending to 
fhow the univerfe forming but one and the fame fami- 
ly, and the grand bond of nature in thofe roaming and 
Scattered herds, where the child can fcarcely walk 
when he is feparated from his father ? How is it pof- 
fible to reprefent mankind as divorcing from the great 
family, at the very period when they unite under the 
fame chiefs and the fame laws, for their mutual pro- 
tection and fafety ? But, reader, fufpend thy indigna- 
tion. Let us call up in evidence againft the Seft thofe 
brigands and fophiftkated murderers which it decora- 
ted with the high-founding title of Patriots, and which 
it Simulated to bloodlhed and methodized murder by 
the fanaticiiing founds of people, nation, country. At 
the very time that they rend the air with fuch accents* 

vol. iil q. % 
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with names fo dear as they pretend, bear the maledic- 
tions which their myfteries heap upon every people, 
every nation, every country. 

At that period when mep re-united and formed na- 
tions, " they ceafed to acknowledge a common name — 
Nationallfm, or tlje love for a particular nation, took 
place of the general love. With the divifion of the 
globe and ot its ftates, benevolence was reftramed 
within certain limits, beyond which it could no longer 
trefpafs. — Then it became a merit to extend the 
bounds of ftates at the txpence of the neighbouring 
ones. Then it became lawful to abufe, offend, and 
defpife foreigners, to attain that end — and this virtue 
was Jfyled patriotifm ; and be was ftyled a patriot , who, 
juft towards his countrymen, and unjuft to others, was 
Wind to the merits of ftrangers, and believed the very 
\ices of his own country to be perfections. — In fuch a 
cafe, why not reftrain that love within a narrower 
compafs, to citizens living in the fame town, or to the 
members of one family ; or why even fliould not each 
perfon have concentrated his affections in himfelf ? Wf 
really beheld Patriotifm generating Localifm, the confined 
fpirit of families > and at length Egotifin. Hence the or'u 
gin of ftates and governments, and of civil fociety, has 
really proved to be tlie feeds of difcord, ami Patriotifm 
has found its punifhment in itfilf. .... Diminifh, re* 
jeel that love of the country, and mankind will once more 
learn to know and love each other as men. Partiality 
being caft afide, that union of hearts wiU once more 
appear and expand itfelf— on the contrary, extend the 
bonds of Patriotifm, and you will teach man that it is 
impofEWe to blame the clofer contraction of love, to a 
fingle family, to a fingle perfon, in a word, to the 
flrfteft Egotifm* / 

But let us abridge thefe blafphemies. The Hiero- 
phanr, under pretence of Ms univerfal love, may vent 
his fpleen againft the diftinctiotis. of Greeks or Romans, 
of French or Englifli, of Italian or Spanifh, of Pagan 
or Jcv:, of CbrijHans or Mahometans, which denote 
nations and their religions: he may repeat, if he 
pleafes, that amidft thele different denominations that 
of man is oveilooked; what will be the refult of fuch 
declamation ?— With our illuminizing doctor, in com- 
mon with every clafs of the diibrganizing fophiftersj 
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is not this pretended univerfal love to be a cloak for 
the mod odious hypocrify ? He only pretends to uni? 
verfal philanthropy, that he may diijpenle with loving his 
neighbour. He detefts the love or one's county, only 
becaufe he detefts the laws of nations ; he cannot even 
brook the love of one's family (he has given us a fine 
fpecimen in the perfon of his fifter,) and he will iubfti- 
tute that univerfal love becaufe he is no more attached 
to them than he is to the Chinefe, the Tartar, or th$ 
Hottentot, wiuch he neither has feen nor ever will fee, 
and that all human nature may be equally indifferent 
to him. He extends the bond that it may lofe its ela£ 
ticity and difcontinue its action. — He calls himfelf citi* 
ren of the univerfe, that he may ceafe to be a citizen 
in his own country, a friend in fociety, or a fond father 
and dutiful child in his own family. His love, he tells 
us, extends from pole to pole, that he may love nor- 
thing that is near him. Such is the philanthropy of 
our C.)fmopolites ! 

The proielyte ftands aftonifhed in ftupid admiration 
at thefc expreffions of univerfal love. The Hieropbant 
proceeds to the Codes of Nations. Still in extafy at 
thefe doctrines, he learns that they are in direct oppofi- 
tion to the Imvs of nature; nor will he even perceive 
that his new code is in direct: oppofition to the very 
firft laws of nature, as it eradicates the love of one's 
own family and that of one's country. Nor will he 
a(k, why the fulfilling of his duty towards his fellow* 
countrymen (bouid hinder him from treating the bar- 
barian or the favage with proper affection? Thep 
follow new fophifms, to perfuade the adept that the 
original fault of man was, the dereliction of the Equa- 
lity and Liberty of the favage ftate by the inftitption of 
civil laws. 

Here, more than ever, are calumny and hatred 
blended with enthufiafm by the Hierophant, who, re- 
viewing the different ages of the world fince the exift- 
ence of civil inftitutiqns, pictures nations as groaning 
under opprcflion, defpotum, and flavery, or glutted 
with the blood of wars and revolutions, which always 
terminate in tyranny. At one time it is the reprefen- 
jt^tion of Kings furroundrog themfelves with herds or 
legions called foldiers, in order to gratify their ambi- 
tion by conquefts on Grangers, or to reign by terror 
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over their enflaved fubjefts ; at other limes, it is the 
people themfclves brandifhing their arms, not to attack 
tyranny in its fource, but merely to change their ty- 
rants. If they think of giving themfelvcs reprefenta- 
tives, it is thefe very reprefentatives, "Jul.*?, forgetting 
that ibey only hold their miffions and powers from the 
People , form Anther acies and Oligarchies, whicn all end 
by flowing into the general refervoir of Monarchy and 
Defpotifm. He never lofes fight of his (bphifm of hu- 
man nature degraded and vilified under the yoke of 
tyranny. Thefe declamations, enthufiaftically pro- 
nounced, at length make the profelyte exclaim, in uni- 
fbn with his mailer, " /irefucb tlyen the confidences of 
u the uijiitution of /totes and of civil fbciety ? folly f 
u oh people that you did not fore fee the fate that anvaiu 
u ed you; that you (liould yourfclves have feconded your 
u defpots in degrading human nature to fcrvitude, and 
u even to the condition of the brute /* 

Could a true philofopher have been prefent, his heart 
mtift have burft with generous indignation ; he would 
have abruptly challenged the Hierophant to declare 
whence he had learned to metamorphofe the annals of 
fbciety into thofc of brigands and monfters? Is the 
hiftory of mau then reduced to the records of plagues, 
famines, florins, tempefts, or of convnlfed elements > 
Have no ferene days fhone on man ? Shall the fun be 
rcprefented as a malevolent objeel, becaufe it is fome- 
times obfeured by fogs or clouds ? Are we to fly from 
our habitations becaufe many have been deftroyed by 
fire ? Shall we curfe life and health becaufe we are 
fubjeft to pains and infirmities ? Why elie this fable 
painting of the difafters which have in the courfe of 
ages befallen civil focicty ? Why are we to be iilent 
on the misfortunes from which it has preferved us, or 
on the advantages which it has heaped on man, in re- 
claiming him from the forefts \ 

But the voice of reafon cannot penetrate into the 
den of confpiracy. The oracles or Weifhaupt fhall 
there be confidently repeated by the Hierophant. He 
draws nigher and nigher to the grand objeft, to the 
means of making thofe misfortunes difappear, which 
originate, as he pretends, in the inftitution of laws 
and governments. " Oh nature !" he continues, " how 
great and inconteftible arc thy rights ! It is from the 
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Wortib of difafter and mutual deftru&ion that the 
means of fafety fpring ! Oppreffion difappears becaufe 
it meets with abettors, and reafon regains its rights 
becaufe people wifli to ftifle it. He, at lead, who 
wiflies to miflcad others, {hould feck to govern them 
by the advantages of inftruclion and fcience. Kings 
themfelves at length perceive, that there is little glory 
ki reigning over ignorant herds— Legislators begin to 
acquire witdom, and they favour property and induftry: 
— perverfe motives propagate the fciences, and Kings 
protect them as agents of oppreffion. Other men 
profit o them tQ invelligate the origin of their rights. 
They at length feize on that unknown mean of for- 
warding a revolution in the human mind, and of thus 
triumphing for ever over oppreffion. But the triumph 
would be of (hort duration, and man would fall back 
into his degraded ftate, had not Providence in thofe 
diftant ages hulbanded the means which it has tranfmit- 
ted down to us, of fecretly meditating and at length 
operating the falvation of human kind. 

" The ft means are, the fecret fcbools of Pbilofopty. 
Thjfi fchools have been in all ages the archives of nature 
find of the richts of man. Thefc fchools ffiall one 
day retrieve the fall of human nature, and Princes and 
Nations shall disappear from the face of the 
earth, and that without any violence. Human nature 
(hall form one great family, and the earth fhall become 
the habitation of the man of reafon.— Morality (hall 
alone produce this great Revolution. The day JJ?aU 
some vjken each father fhall, like Abraham and the Pa- 
triarchs, become the Ptiejl and alfolute fovereign of his 
family. Reason shall be the only book of laws, 
the fole code of man. This is one of our grand 
mysteries. Attend to the demonftration of it, and 
learn bow it has been tranfmitted down to us.'' 

I have already faid, that had mv object been only to 
prove the reality of a Confpiracy formed by Ilhiminifm 
againft the exiftence of every fociety, every civil code, 
and every nation ; thefe leflbns of the Hierophant 
would render every other proof fuperfluous. But that 
.the reader may know the full extent of the dangers 
which threaten us, it is neccflary that he (hould be 
fliown how thofe plots of frenzy become really trans- 
formed into plots of pryfound wigkednefs ; that he 
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fhould be acquainted with the means employed erithu* 
fiaftically to inflame the minds of whole legions of 
adepts. Let us then attend to the Hierophant. If 
patience be neceiTary to follow him, greater ftill has 
been neccflary to enable me to tranferibe fuch 
do&rines. 

u What ftrange blindnefs can have induced men 
to imagine that human nature was always to be go* 
vemed as it has hitherto been. 

" Where ihall we find a man acquainted with all- 
the refources of nature ? Who dare prefcribe limits, 
alid fay thus far fidt thou proceed ', and no farther, to 
that nature, whole law is unity in the variegated infi- 
nite ? Whence fhall ifiiie the command, that it fhall 
always run the fame courfe, and for ever renew it 
again— Where is the being who has condemned men, 
the beft, the wifeit, and the mod enlightened of men, 
to perpetual flavcry? Why Jhould humeri nature be 
bereft of its tnojt perfeB attribute , that of governing if* 
felf F Why are thofc per fins to be always led who are 
capable of conducting themfdves ? Is it then impofible 
for mankind or at leajl the greater pott, to come to their 
majority ? If one be enabled to do it why fhould not 
another ; fliow to one perfon what you have taught 
another ; teach him the errand art of mallering hit 
paflions and regulating his defires ; teach him, that 
from his earlieft youth he ftands in need of others ; 
that he mult abftain from giving offence if he wifhes 
not to be offended ; that he muft be beneficent if he 
wifhes to receive favours. Let him be patient, in* 
dulgent, wife, and benevolent. Let thefe virtues be 
made eafy to him by principles, experience, and ex- 
amples ; and you will foon fee whether he needs 
another to conduft him ? If it be true, that the great- 
er part of mankind are too weak or too ignorant to 
conceive thefe fimple truths, and to be convinced by 
them ; Oh then our happinefs will be at an end, and 
let us ceafe to labour at rendering mankind better, or 
at fecking to enlighten them." 

" Oh prejudice ! oh contradiction of the human 
mind ! fhall the empire of reafon, the capacity of go- 
verning ourfelves be but a chimerical dream for the 
greater number of men, while on the other hand pre- 
judice leads us to believe that fuch is the inherent right 
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rf the children of Kings, of reigning families, and of 
every man whom wifdora or particular circumftancca 
render independent !" 

What horrid artifice is contained in thefe fentences i 
The poor profclyte really imagines that he fees the 
mod ftriking contradi&ions in the very foundations of 
our civil focieties. He really thinks that we believe 
them to reft on the hereditary privilege of Kings and 
of their children, to be born with all the neceffary wis- 
dom to conduft themfelves, while nature has refufed 
filch gifts to other mortals ; though WeiQiaupt, who 
feoffs in private at the credulity and folly of his adepts; 
knows as well as we do, that fuch has never been the 
idea even of the moft ignorant populace. He knows 
that we believe Kings to be born children like other 
men, with the fame weaknefies, the fame paflions, and 
like incapacity ; he knows as well as we do, that the 
gift of conducing ourfelves and others is to be acqui- 
red by education, and by the helps and lights with 
which a man may be encompaffed ; and we know as 
weU as he does, that the child of the moft obfeure pa- 
rentage would often make a better king than many 
Sovereigns ; as he might alfo be an excellent magit 
trate, or a great general, had he received a propor- 
tionate education. But does there hence follow any 
contradiftion in civil fociety, becaufe, uncertain as to 
the perfons who would be the moft proper for govern- 
ing, but certain of the intrigues and broils which 
would accompany the eleftion of Kings, it has obviated 
thofe inconveniences by hereditary crowns and em-* 

S)ires ? And after all, what Is the meaning of that 
bpbifticated pretence founded on the power of being 
able to conduft one's felf ? Queftion the moft prudent 
and the wifeft of men, and he will readily fay, though 
I do not ftand in need of laws, magiftrates, or Kings, 
to reftrain me from being unjuft towards others, or 
from opprefllng and plundering, I yet want their aflift- 
ance to fecure me from being oppreffed or plundered* 
The lefs I am inclined to injure others, the more I 
need the protection of the law from all injury. You 
are pleafed to call my fubmiflion to the laws, flavery ; 
I, on the contrary, look to it as my fafety, and as 
the guarantee of that liberty which enables me to dQ 
Vol. HI. R 
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food and to live happy and at peace in (bciety. I 
ave never heard of laws which forbad me to live 
like an honeft man. It is the wicked man only who 
recognizes liberty but in the impunity of his crimes ; 
I fcorn fuch liberty, and blefs the hand that deprives 
me of it. You call him a tyrant and a defpot, I call 
him my King and my benefador. The better I know 
how to conduft myfelf with refpeft to others, the more 
thankful I am to him who hinders others from be- 
having ill to me. 

The reader muft pardon me for thefe reflexions ; I 
know they are fuperfluous to thofe who think ; but 
may not this work fall into the hands of perfons as 
credulous as the unhappy profelyte. In expoiing the 
envenomed weapons of the Seft, let it not be faid 
that I withhold the antidote. Should any be (till 
blind enough not to perceive the tendency of all thefe 
fophifms of Illuminifm, let them hearken to the Seft 
ardently declaring their hopes ; the Hierophant con- 
tinues : 

" Are we then fallen from our dignity fo low as not 
even to feel our chains, or to hug them, and not che- 
rilh the flattering hope of being able to break them, 
or to recover our liberty, not by rebellion and violence 
(for the time is not yet come,) but by the force of rea- 
fon. Becaufe a thing cannot be accompliftied to-mor- 
row, fliould we defpair of ever being able to effeft k ? 
Abandon fuch flnrufighted men to their owti reafonings 
mid their own conclusions; they may conclude again and 
again; but nature will continue to acl. Inexorable to 
all their inteYeJted remonjtrances, fhe proceeds, and no- 
thing can impede her majejtic courfe. Some events may 
take place contrary to our wijhes; but they will all rectify 
of themfdves; inequalities will be levelled, and a lajtmg 
calm flail fucceed the tempejt. The only conclufion to 
be drawn from all thefe objeftions is, that we are too 
much accuftomed to the prefent ftate of things, or 
perhaps felf-intereft has too great fway over us, to let 
us own that it is not impojffible to attain univerfal indepen- 
dence-Let then the laughers laugh and the fcoffeis feoff. He 
that obferves and compares what nature ha* done with 
what (he does at prefent, will foon fee, that in fpite of 
all our intrigues (he tends invariably towards her objeft. 
Her proceedings are imperceptible to him who refie&s 
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btit little; they are vifible only to the fage whofe 
mind's eye penetrates even to the womb of time.— 
From the fummit of the mount he difcovcrs in the 
horizon that diftant country, the very exiftencc of 
which is not furmifed by the fervile multitude of the 
plain." 

The principle means which Weifliaupt offers to hi* 
adepts tor the conqueft of this land of proraife, this 
foil of independence, are, to diminifh the wants of the 

{icople, and to enlighten their minds. Hearken to his 
eflbns, you who, heretofore protected by your law** 
peaceably exercifed an honourable and lucrative pro- 
feflion, and you who, once rivals of the flouri(hing 
commerce of Gceat Britain on the immenfity ,of 
the ocean, are now but the forrowful and dejefted 
eoafters of the Texel, imprudent difciples of a difor- 
ganizing Seft^-Learri, that it is in the fecret hatred 
fvrorn againft you by the Seft in its myfteries, that you 
are to leek the deftru&ion of Lvons, the pillage of 
Bourdeaux, the ruin of Nantes ana Marfeilles, the fate, 
in tliort, of fo many other towns flourifliing in com- 
merce, even the fate of Amftcrdam itfelf ; and then let 
your aching eye glance on your trees of Equality and 
Liberty. At the very time when you thought that you 
were feconding the views of the feft againft the No- 
bles, Priefts, and Monarchs, only ta reinftate the peo- 
ple in their rights of Liberty and Equality, the Seft 
was aiming its blows at you as the grand artificers of 
Defpotifm. At that very period your profeflion was 
already prescribed by the myfteries, as that which of 
all others mod furely tended to retain the people in 
flavery; the Illuminizing jacobin was teaching his 
adepts, that tL he who wiflies to fubjeft nations to his 
" yoke, need but to create wants which he alone can 
a fatisfy. — Erect the mercantile tribe (die kaufman- 
" fchaft) into an hierarchical body ; that is to fay, confer 
u on it fome rank or fome authority in the government, 
and you will have created perhaps the mod formida- 
u ble, the mod defpotic of all powers. You will fee it 
" giving laws to the univerfe, and on it alone will reft 
u the independence of one part of the world and the 
u flavery of the other. For that man di&ates the law 
a who has it in his power to create or forefee, to.ftiflte^. 
Vol- I1L R z 
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« weaken, or fatisfy want. And who are better en^ 
« bled to do this than merchants V Thus we fee that 
thole very men who were fuch ardent fupporters of 
Jacobinifin in our commercial towns, with a view to 
partake of the government, are precifely thofe whofe 
profeffion the profound Jacobin chiefly detefts in every 
form of government. May the elucidation of this 
myftery infpire the induftrious inhabitants of hofpitable 
Britain with new zeal for their laws ! The difcovery of 
« fuch a foare is of too great importance to their fatety, 
to allow me to conceal it from them. 

In the next place the Hierophant proceeds from the 
art of diminiihing wants in order to operate the inde- 
pendence of nations, to the duty of diffufing what he 
calls light. " He on the contrary (thofe are his words) 
who wiflies to render mankind free, teaches them how 
to refrain from the acquifition of things which they 
cannot afford: he enlightens them, he infufes into 
them boldnefi and inflexible manners. He that teaches 
them fobriety, temperance, and economy, is more 
dangerous to the throne than the man who openly 
preaches regicide.— If you cannot diffufc at the fame 
inftant this degree of light among all men, at leaft 
begin by enlightening yourfelf, and by rendering your- 
self better. Serve, affijt, and mutually fupport each 
. ether; augment our numbers; render your/elves at leaft 
independent, and leave to time and pojlerity the care of 
doing the rejt. When your numbers (hall be augment- 
ed to a certain degree, when you (hall have acquired 
ftrength by your union, hefitate no longer^ but begin to 
render yourfilf powerful and formidable to the wicked 
(that is to fay to all who will refift their plans ;) the 
very circumftance of your being fufficiently numerous 
to talk of force, and that you really do talk of it, that 
circumftance alone makes the profane and wicked 
tremble— That they may not be overpowered by num- 
. bers, many will become good (like you) of themfelves, 
and will join your party.— You will foon acquire fuffi- 
cient force to bind the hands of your opponents, to Jubju- 
gate them, and to jtifle wickednefs in the embryo." That 
is to fay, as it may be undcrftood in future, you will 
foon be able to ftifle every principle of law, of govern- 
ment, of civil or political fociety, whofe very inftitu- 
tion ft the eyes of an Ulumince is the germ of ^U th$ 
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vices and misfortunes of human nature. " The mode 
of diffufing univerfal light is, not to proclaim it at 
once to the whole world, but to begin with yourfelf; 
then turn towards your next neighbour ; you two can 
enlighten a third and fourth; let thefe in toe fame mart' 
ner extend and multiply the number of the children of 
light y until numbers and farce /hall throw power into our 
bands."* 

I obferve in the ritual of this degree, that fhould the 
Hierophant be fatigued by the length of this difcourfe, 
he may take breath, and let one of the adepts continue 
the inftru&ion of the profclyte.f Our readers alfo 
may avail themfclves of this permiffion, and they have 
copious matter for reflection in what they have nither- 
to read. They may perhaps be inclined to a(k, to 
what degree the people muft diminifii their wants not 
to ftand in need of laws? They will perceive that 
bread itfelf muft be denied them ; for as long as fields 
are cultivated, laws will be neceflary to proteft the crops 
and to reftrain men from reaping that which they 
have not fown ; and if on the nrft view the Sophifm 
appears wicked, the reader will foon perceive that it is 
but folly in the garb of Sophiflry. 

The better to form their judgments on the leflbns of 
the Hierophant, they will have to compare that Revo- 
lution, which is to be the effeQ of inftruflion alone, and 
which is infenfibly to take place without the leaftfaocl or 
rebellion, with that period when the adepts fliall have 
acquired numbers, farce, and power, enabling them to 
bind the hands of their opponents, and to fubjugate all 
who may ftill fhow any affeftion for their laws, or for 
that civil order in fociety which the Se& wiflics to 
ftipprefs. 

. M 

i itl See Difcourfe on the leffer Myfteries of niuminifin. 
jJL This Difcourfe a&ually requires at leaft two hours to read it. 
That part from which I have made extracts extends in VoL II. of the 
Original Writings t frontpage 44 to 93, and in the laft ivorks of Pbilo and 
Sfartacut, (which are in much fmaller print) from Pace 10 to 48. I 
mean to abridge. the remaining part ftill more j but Hull be fcrupuloufly 
fi£& in the tranflation of aU remarkable paffages. 
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CHAP. X. 
Continuation of the Difcourfi on the leffer Myfferies* 

IN that part of the difcourfe which remains to be 
laid before the reader, the Hierophant, infilling on 
the neceflity of enlightening the people to operate the 
grand revolution, feems to fear that the candidate has 
not clearly conceived the real plan of this revolution, 
which is in future to be the lole objeft of all his in- 
ftruftions. " Let your inftruftions and lights be uni- 
verfally difFufed ; fo fliall you render mutual fecurity 
univerfal ; and fecurity and in/trufiion will enabk us to 
five without prince or government. If that were not 
the cafe, why fhould we go in queft of either ?"* 

Here then the candidate is clearly informed of the 
grand objeft towards which he is to direft all his fu- 
ture inftruftions. To teach the people to live without 
princes or governments, without laws or even civil fo- 
ciety, is to be the genera! tendency of all his leffons. 
But of what nature muft thefe leflons be to attain the 
defired objeft I— They are to treat of morality and of mo- 
rality alone. " For (continues the Hierophant) if light 
be the work of morality, light and fecurity will gain 
ftrength as morality expands itfelf. Nor is true mo- 
rality any other than the art of teaching men to /hake off 
their ward flip, to attain the age of manhood, and thus to 
. need neither princes nor government s. n \ 

When we (hall fee the feft enthufiaftically pro- 
nouncing the word morality, let us recolleft the defini- 
tion which it has juft given us of it. Without it, we 
could not have underftood the real fenfc of the terms 
honejl men, virtue, good or wicked men. We fee ttiat, • 
according to this definition, the honejl man is h^ *ho 
labours at the overthrow of civil fociety, its laws,' and 
its chiefs : for thefe are the only crimes or virtues men- 
tioned in the whole code. Prc-fuppofing that the can- 

• * Und allgemeine aufklarung und fichcrhcit machen furftcn und 

ttaaten entbchrlich. Oder wo zu braucht mail fie fodann. 

f Die moral ill alfo die kunft wclche menfehen lchrt volljahrig zu 
werden, der vormundfehaft los zu werden, in ihr maiinlichc* alter zu 
trctun, and die furftcn zu entbehrcn. 
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didate may object that it would be impoflible to bring 
mankind to adopt fuch doctrines, the Hierophant an- 
ticipates the objection, and exclaims, " He is little ac- 
quainted with the powers of reafon and the attractions 
of virtue ; he is a very novice in the regions of light, 
who (hall harbour fuch mean ideas as to his own et 

fence, or the nature of mankind If either he or 

I can attain this point, why fhould not another attain 
it alfo ? What ! when men can be led to defpife the 
horrors of death, when they may be inflamed with 
the enthuliafm of religious and political follies, (hall 
they be deaf to that very doctrine which can alone 
lead them to happinefs? No, no; man is not fo wicked 
as an arbitrary morality would make him appear. Hd 
is wicked, becaufe Religion, the State, and bad exam- 
ple, perverts him. It would be of advantage to thofe 
who wifh to make him better, were there fewer per- 
fons whofe intereft it is to render him wicked in order 
that they may fupport their power by his wickedneft/* 

" Let us form a more liberal opinion of human na- 
ture. We will labour indefatigably, nor fliall difficul- 
ties affright us. May our principles become the foun- 
dation of all morals ! Let reafon at length be the religion 
of men, and the problem isfolved.' 7 * 

This prefling exhortation will enable the reader to 
folve the problem of the altars, the ivor/hip, and the 
fejtivals of Reafon, in the French Revolution ; nor will 
they be any longer at a lofe to know from what loath- 
fome den their fliamelefs Goddefs rofe. 

The candidate alfo obtains the folution of all that 
may have appeared to him problematic in the courfe 
of his former trials. " Since fuch is the force of mo- 
^rality and of morality alone, (fays the Hierophant,) 
fince it alone can operate the grand revolution which 
is to reftore liberty to mankind, and abolifh the empire 
of impofture, fuperftition, and defpotifm ; you mud 
now perceive why on their firft entrance into our Or- 
der we oblige our pupils to apply clofely to the ftudy 
of morality, to the knowledge of themfclves and of 
others. You muft fee plainly, that if we permit each 
novice to introduce his friend, it is in order to form a 
legion that may more jujlly be called holy and invincible 

• Undcnlich macht die Tcrnunft zur religion der menfohen, fo ill die 
ttifgabc aufjgplo&c 
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than that of the Thebans ; fincc the battles of the fiierict 
fighting by the fide of his friend are thofe which are 
to reinftate human nature in its rights, its liberty, and. 
its primitive independence." 

u The morality which is to perform this miracle is, 
not a morality of vain fubtilties. It is not that morality 
which, degrading man, renders him) carelefs of the goods 
of this world, forbids him the enjoyment of the innocent 
pleafures of life, and infpircs him with the hatred of 
fas neighbour. It muft not be a morality favouring 
the interefts only of its teachers, which prefcribes per- 
secution and integration, which militates againft rea- 
fon, which forbids the prudent ufe of the paffions ; 
whofe virtues ar$ no other than inaftion, idlenefs, ancl 
the heaping of riches on the flothful.— Above all, it 
tnujl not be that morality which, adding to the miseries 
of the miferabky tlirows them into a Jiate of pujillani- 
mity and dejpair, by the threats of bell and the fear of 
devils. 

ic It muft, on the contrary, be that morality fo 
much difregarded and defaced at the prefent day by 
felfiQinefs, and replete with heterogeneous principles f 
Jt muft be a divine doftrine, futh as Jcfus taught to 
his difciples, and of which he gave the real interpreta- 
tion in his fecret conferences." 

This fudden tranfition naturally leads Weifliaupt to 
the developement of a myftery of iniquity for which 
we have long fince feen him preparing his Major Illu* 
minces, and particularly the Scotch Knights of illumin r 
kation. The better to underftand this myftery, let 
us recal to mind how the Infmuators or the teachers 
began by folemnly affuring their different Candidates, 
Novices, or Minerval Academician^ th^t in all the 
lodges of Illuminifm there never arifes a queftion in 
the leaft degree prejudicial to religion or the ftate. 
AU thefe promifes have been gradually loft fight of, 
and the.profelyte lias had time to accuftom his ears to 
declamations againft the pricfthood and royalty. It 
iias already been infinuated, that the Cbriftianity of 
our times is very different from that taught by Jefus 
thrift ; the time was not arrived for numbering Chrift 
liimfclf -among the impoftors; his name, his virtues, 
might ftill be venerated by certain adepts. Some there 
were, perhaps, who would lie (hocked at bare-faced 
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Athcifm • and it is on their account that Wcifhaupk 
has thus treated of Chrift. In the preceding degree 
he had contented himfclf with hinting, that the doo 
Irines of this divine teacher had been perverted ; nor 
had he declared what fpecies of political revolutioa 
was (as he pretended) pointed out in the Gofpel. But 
here the execrable fophifter apoftrophizes the God of 
the Chriftians in language fimilar to that in which we 
have fince feen the too famous Fauchet declaiming in 
the revolutionary pulpit. It is here that Weifhaupt 
declares Jefus Chrift to be the Father of the Jacobins* 
or rather (to fpeak the revolutionary language) the 
great Doflor of the Sons-culottes. But, to enable u« 
the better to judge of the cunning and premeditated 
villany of this deteftable artifice, let us nrft attend to 
the correfpondence of the adept, who, under Weif- 
haupt, is charged with the compiling of the Code. 
Knigge, like the monftrous prototype of Illuminifm, 
iubcfivides the adepts into thole who feoff at and deteft 
revelation, and tliofe who (land in need of a revealed 
religion to fix their ideas* It is to explain this that 
Knigge writes the following letter to Zwack : 

44 To unite thefe two claffes of men, to make them 
u concur and co-operate towards our objeft, it was 
u neceflary to reprefent Chriftianity in fuch a light as 
44 to recall the fuperftitious to reafon, and to teach our 
44 more enlightened fages not to rejecft it on account 
44 of its abufe. This fhould have been the fecret of 
44 Mafonry, and have led us to our objeft. Meanwhile 
" defpotilm ftrengthens daily, though liberty univer- 
€i (ally keeps pace with it. It was neceflary then to 
44 unite the extremes. We therefore aflert here, that 
u Chrift did not eftablifh a new religion, but that his 
41 intention was fimply to reinftate natural religion in 
, u its rights ; that by giving a general bond of union 
44 to the world, bv difFufing the light and wifdom of 
" his morality, ana by diffipating prejudices, bis inten- 
44 tion was, to teach us the means of governing our- 
"JelveSy and to re-cftabliff), without the violent means of 
44 revolutions, the reign of Liberty and Equality among 
41 men. This was caiHy done by quoting certain texts 
44 from Scripture, and by giving explanations of them, 
y true or falje is of little conjeauence, provided each 

Vol. III. S 
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** one fin3s a fenfe 1ft thefe doftrincs of Chrift confo- 
" nant with his rcafon. We add, that this religion, fo 
" fimple in itfelf, ivas afterwards defaced ; but that, 
u by means of inviolable fecrecy, it has been tranfinit- 
" ted in purity to us through Free-Mafonry. ,, 

" Spartacus (Weifhaupt) had collected many mate- 
tl rials for this, and I added my difcoveries in the 
" inftruftions for thefe two degrees. Our people, 
w therefore, being convinced that we alone are pofief- 
" fed of the real fecrets of Chriftianity, we have but 
u to add a few words againjt the Clergy and Princes. 
* " In the laft myfteries we have to unfold to our adepts 
4t this pious fraud 9 and then by writings demonftratc 
" the origin of all religious impofitions, and their mu- 
" tual connexion with each other."* 

If the reader be not too much difgufted with ibis 
pious fraud, but can ftill attend to die declamations of 
the Hierophant, let us once more enter that den of 
demons wherein prefides the triple genius of impiety, 
hypocrify, and anarchy. 

The Hierophant is about to fay, " that their grand 
and ever-celebrated matter, Jefus of Nazareth, appear- 
ed in an age when corruption was univerfal ; in the 
midft of a people who from time immemorial had 
been fubjected to and feverely felt the yoke of flave- 
ry ;f and who eagerly expefted their deliverer an- 
nounced by the Prophets, jefus appeared and taught 
the doftrine of reafon ; to give greater efficacy to 
thefe do&rines, he formed them into a religion, and 
adopted the received traditions of the Jews. He pru- 
dently grafted his new fchool on their religion and 
their cuftoms, which he made the vehicle of the et 
fence and fecrets of his new doctrines. He did not 

• Orig. Writ. VoL II. Letter from Philo to Cato, Page 104, and 
' following. 

f Here is another example of the manner in which hiftory is falfified 
—The Jews were enflaved from time immemorial ! Does this nation 
then make its whole hiftory confift in the years of its captivity ? Had 
' it forgot its liberty and its triumphs under Jofhua, David, Solomon, 
and its other Kings ? Was it juft emerged from its captivity when it 
fell under the dominion of the Romans, a dominion under which it re- 
mained at the time of Chrift's birth ? The adept has heard talk of 
the captivity of the Jews, of thofe periods when Almighty God, at a 
punifhment for their crimes, delivered them over to their enemies; 
and he inconfiderately concludes, that then: whole hiftory is but one 
continued fecne of bondage. 
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fcfeft fages for his new difciples, but ignorant men> 
chofen frora the lowcft clafs of the people, to (how that 
his do&rine was made for all, and tuitable to- every, 
one's underftanding ; to (how too, that the knowledge 
of the grand truths of reafon was not a privilege pe- 
culiar to the great. He does not teach the Jews alone, 
but all mankind, the means of acquiring their liberty, 
by the obfervation of his precepts. He fupported hi3 
doftrines by* an innocent life, and fealed them with 
his blood." 

u His precepts for the ialvation of the world are, 
limply, the love of God and the love of our neigh- 
bour ; he alks no more. . . . Nobody ever reduced and 
confolidated the bonds of human ibciety within theic 
real limits a& he did No one was ever more intelli- 

S'ble to his hearers, or more prudently covered the 
Mime (ignificatioa of his do&rine. No anc x uuleed t 
ever laid a 'furcr foundation for liberty tl?an our grand 
vutfter r Jefus of Nazareth. It is true,, that on aH oc- 
casions (in ganzen) he carefully concealed the fublimp 
meaning apd natural confequences of his doctrines y 
for be bad a ficret doflrine as is evident from more 
than one paflage of the Gofpel."" 

It was during the time that h£ was writing this hy- 
pocritical hiftorv of the Meffiah, that Weifhaupt was 
turning the credulous profelyte into ridicule ; as to ths 
other adepts, he wellknew that they anticipated fuch ex* 
planattons, or at lead would be delighted with them. 
Hence that impudence with which he faliliies the Scrip- 
tures. To- prove the exiftence of this fecret fchool^ 
the doctrines of wliich arc refervedfor the initiated 
alone, he cites thefe words of Ch. ift : " To you is 
u given to know the myftery of the kingdom of God y 
" but to them that are without, all things are done ini 
" parables."* But he carefully avoids mentioning the 
order which Chrill gives to his difciples, " That which 
" I tell you in the dark, fpeak ye in the light ; anil 
u that whick you hear in the ear, preach ye upon the 
a houfe-tops."| Weifhaupt then proceeds to thefe 
words : " And their princes have power over them — 

• St. Mark,Ch. iv. V. ii. 

f St. Matthew, Ch. x. V. a;. 
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u but it is not fo among you \ but whofoever will be 
u greater fhall be your minifter."* This precept, as 
well as all thofe on Chriftian humility, he transforms 
into principles of diforganizing equality inimical to all 
conftitutcd authorities — With equal eafe he avoids all 
thofe leflbns fo often repeated both by Chrift and his A- 
poftles, on the obligation of rendering to Cefar what is 
Cefar's, of paying tribute, and of recognizing the au- 
thority of God himfelf in that of the law and of the 
magiftrates. If Chrift has preached the love of our 
neighbour, or fraternal love, his words are immedi- 
ately perverted by fVei/haupt into a love of his Equa- 
lity. If Chrift exhorts his difciples to contemn riches, 
the impoftor pretends it is to prepare the world for that 
community oj riches which deftroys all property. In 
fine, the conclufions drawn from thefe impious and de- 
riding explanations, and from many others of a fimilar 
iature, are contained in the following words : 

u If therefore the objeff of the fecret of Jefus, which 
ftks been preserved by the inftitution of the myfteries; 
*nd clearly demonftrated both by the conduct and the 
difcourfes df this divine mafter, was to reinftate mankind 
in their original Liberty and Equality, and to prepare 
the meatis ; hbw many things immediately appear 
clear and natural, which hitherto feemed to be contra- 
didory and uhintelligible \ This explains in what finfe 
Chrift was the faviour and the liberator of the worlds 
Now the doff rine of original fit), of the fall of man, and 
of his regeneration, can be imderjiood. The ftate of pure 
nature, of falictior corrupt nature, and the ftate of grace, 
hjill no longer be a problem. Mankind, in quitting their^ 
jlate of original liberty, fell from the ft ate of nature and 
hjt their dtgnity. In their civil fociety, under their go- 
Vemmcnts, they no louver live in the ftate of pure na± 
ture, but in that of fallen and corrupt nature* If the 
Moderating of thir pajfions and' the diminution of their 
wants, retnfttite them in tl>eir primitive dignity, that 
will really conftitute their redemption and their ftate of 
grace. It is to this point that morality, and the rrto/t 
perfefi of all morality, that of Jefus, leads mankind. 
When at length this dofttine JhaU be generalized tlwoygb* 

• St. Mark, Ch. x. V. 4*t 4S« 
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%ut'thc world, the reign of the good and Of the eleftjhatt 
be cjtafli/bed"* 

- This language is furely not enigmatical. The pro- 
felyte, once matter of the myftenes it contains, needs 
only to be informed, how the great revolution, which 
they foretell, became the objeel of fecret focieties, and 
what advantages accrue to thefe focieties from the 
fecrecy in which they cxift. 

The Hierophant then, for the inftruftion of the pro- 
fclyte, goes back to the origin of Mafonry ; he declares 
it to be the original fchool and depofitory of the true 
do&rine. He takes a view of its hieroglyphics and 
ftiapes them to his fyftem. The rough ftone of Ma< 
fonry becomes the fymbol of the primitive ftate of 
man, favave but free.— The ftone fplit or broken is the 
ftate of fallen nature, of mankind in civil fociety, no 
longer united in one family, bat divided according to 
their ftatcs, governments, or religions. The poGJhed 
ftone represents mankind reinftated in its primitive dig- 
nity, in its independence. Yet Mafonry has not only 
toft thefe explanations; but the illuminizing orator 
goes fo far as to fay, " The Freemafons, like Priejis 
" and chiefs of nations, have banijhed reafon from the 
99 earth. They have inundated the world with tyrants, 
99 itnpofiors, fpeHres, corpfes, and men like to wild 
99 beafts" 

Should any reader be furprifed at feeing the Hiero- 
phant give this account of Mafonry, let him reflect on 
the hatred which Weiflumpt had fworn againft every 
fchool where the name or any deity was preferved. 
The Jehoval? or the Grand Architecl of Mafonry, the 
two-fold god of the Rofycrufian magicians, ftill render 
the "occult lodges a fchool of fome fort of Theofophy. 
But how referved foever the Hierophant may be with 
regard to Atheifm, the profelyte mutt, neverthelcfs, 
forefee, that (hould he be admitted to one degree 
higher, neither the Grand Arcbheft nor the tvjo-fold 
God will meet a better fate than the God of the Chrit 



• Orig. Writ Part II. P. 106, 7^-Tke Iaft Works of Spartacus, P. 
5&~ The author has tranferibed the Whole of what is printed in Italics 
in German, left his tranflation of this extraordinary pa/Tage ibould be 
fufpected of being exaggerated. As he perfe&ly uimerftands the Ger- 
man language, and is a man of undoubted veracity, I have omitted it* 
but in fo doing think it my duty to mention it. T* 
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tians. And therefore it is that Weifliaupt declaim* 
againft thofe Jpirits, apparitions, and ail the fupeijii- 
tions of Fre«mafonry; hence the theofophic Mafons 
are involved in the general maledi&ion pronounced 
againft the priefthood and the throne* 

It can be eafily conceived that Weifliaupt muft re- 
prefent true Mafonry, or the pretended real Chriftiani- 
ty, as folely extant in Illuminifm. But the Hierophant 
enjoins the profelyte hot to think that this is the only 
advantage which the Order and the whole univerfi draw 
fi'om this myjlerious ajfociation. 

Here let magiftrates, the chiefs of nations, every 
man who (till retains any regard for the fupport of 
laws and empires, and of civil fociety, let them, I fay, 
read, and meditate on thefe other advantages. The 

leffon is of the utmoft importance Whoever you 

are ; all honeft citizens, whether Mafons f KofycrufianSy 
MopfcSy Hewers of Wood, Knights ; all you who thirft 
after the myfteries of the lodges, ceafe to accufe me 
of conjuring up chimerical dangers. I am not the 
man who fpeaks : it is he who of all others has been 
the beft acquainted with your aflbciation, and has known 
what advantages could be drawn from them by able 
and patient confpirators.— Read ; and tell us which k 
the moil impreflive on your mind, the pleafures you 
may find in your lodges, or the dangers of your coun- 
try. Read ; and if the name of citizen be ftill dear 
to you, reflect whether yours fhould remain inferibed on 
the regifters of a fecret fociety. You were ignorant 
of the dangers ; the mod monftrons of confpirators 
will lay them open to you, and he will call them ad- 
vantages. He literally fays, u Though thefe myfteri- 
ous Mbciations fhould not attain our objeel, they 
prepare the way for us ; they give a new intercft to the 
caufe ; they prefent it under points of view hitherto 
unobferved ; they ftimulate the inventive powers and 
the expectations of mankind ; they render men more iw- 
different as to the interejis of governments ; they bring 
men of divers nations and religions within the fame 
ftond of union; tlxy deprive the church and ftate oftlxir 
vblejl and moft laborious members ; they bring meiv to- 
gether who would never otherwife have known or 
met each other. By this method alone they undermine 
the foundation of ft ate s y though they had really no fucb 
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^projecl in view. They throw them together and make 
them clap) one avalnjl tlx other. They teach mankind 
the power and Force of union ; they point out to thcin 
the imperfection of their political confutations, and that 
without expoiing them to the fufpicions of their ene- 
mies, fuch as magiftrates and public governments. 
They mafk our progrefs, and procure us the facility of 
incorporating in our plans and of admitting into our 
Order, after the proper trials, the mojl able men, whofi 
-patience, long abufed, thitfis after the grand ultimatum* 
By this means they weaken the enemy; and though 
they fliould never triumph over him, they^ will at leajt 
diminifh the numbers and the zeal of his partizans ; 
they divide his troops to cover the attack. In propor- 
tion as thefe new aflbciations or fecret focieties, form- 
ed in different flates, fhall acquire ftrength and pru- 
dence at the expence of the former ones (that is to 
fay, of civil fociety,) the latter mujl weaken, and in* 
fenfibly fall* 

" Betides, our Society originates, and muft naturally 
and effentially deduce its origin from thofe very go- 
vernments whofe vices have rendered our union necet 
fary. We have no object but that better order of 
things for which we inceflantly labour ; all the efforts \ 
therefore, of Princes to flop our progrefs will befruitlefs; 
the fpark may long remain hidden in the afhes, but the 
day mujt come in which fhall bwjt forth the generdl 
flame. For nature naufeates always to run the fame 
courfe. The heavier the yoke of oppreflion weigh* 
on man, the more feduloufly will he labour to throw it 
off; and the liberty he feeks fhall expand itfelf. The 
feed u fown whence fhall faring a new world ; the roots 
extend them/elves; they have acquired too much Jtrcngth, 
they have been too indujbioujly propagated, for the day 
of harvejl to fail us.— Perhaps it may be neceflary to 
wait thoufands and thoufands of years ; but fooner or 
later nature fhall confummate its grand work, and fhe 
(hall reftore that dignity to man Jor which he was def 
tined from the beginning. 79 

Reader, you have heard them. Thefe confpirators 
have faid more than I fliould have dared to hint at 
on the nature and danger of thefe aflbciations. Ifc 
would be ufelefs for me to reft longer on this point. ' 
1 (hall end by fhowing by what artifices the Hiero- 
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phant* endeavours to tranquilize the confidence* rf' 
thofe adepts who may have been ftartled at thefc pre- 
dictions. Notwithftanding all that he has faid of thofe 
times when Illuminifm mall find means of binding 
bands and fubjugating; notwithftanding all that aver- 
fion againft governments which he fecks to infufc into 
the adepts, he concludes in a hypocritical drain pecu- 
liar to wickcdnefs. " We are here at once the ob- 
servers and the inftruments of nature.— We do noj: 
wifli to precipitate her fteps. To enlighten men, to 
correct their morals, to infpire them with benevolence, 
fuch are our means. Secure of fuccefs, we abftaia 
from violent commotions. To have forefeen the hapr 
pinefs of poftcrity, and to have prepared it by irre>- 
proachable means, fuffices for our felicity. The tran- 
quility of our confeiences is not troubled by the re- 
proach of aiming at the ruin or overthrow of ftates 
and thrones. Such an accufation could with no more 
propriety be preferred againft us, than it might againft 
the ftatefmen who had forefeen and foretold the im- 
pending and inevitable ruin of the ftate.— As affiduout 
obfervers of Nature, we admire her majeftic courfe ; 
and, burning with the noble pride of our origin, we 
felicitate ourfelves on being tne children of men and 
of God." 

u But carefully obferve and remember, that we do 
not impofe our opinions ; we do not oblige you to 
adopt our doctrines. Let the truth you can acknow- 
ledge be your only guide. Free man, exercife here 
thy primitive right ; feek, doubt, examine, do you 
know, of, or can you find elfewhere, any thing that 
is better ?— Make* us acquainted with your views, as 
.we have expofed ours to you. We do not blufh at 
the limits of our undcrftandings 5 we know that we 
are but men : we know that luch are the difpofitiong 
of nature, fuch the lot of man, that he is not to ex- 
pect to attain perfection at his outfet ; he can attain it 
Jbut by degrees. It is by gaining experience from our 
errors, by profiting of the lights acquired by our fore- 
fathers, that we fliall become at once the children of 
wifdom, and the parents of a {till wifer progeny. If, 
.therefore, you think that you have found truth in the 
whole of our doctrine, adopt the whole. Should you 
perceive any error to have ftolen in with it, remember 
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that truth is not the kfs eftimable on that account* 
If you hive met with nothing that plcafes you here* 
rejed the whole without fear ; and remember, that 
in many things, at leaft, we only need further research 
or a new inveftigation. Do you obferve any tiling 
blamable or laudable, fee and make choice of what 
jrou approve. Should you be more enlightened your- 
ielf, then your eye may have difcovered truths which 
are iiill denied to us. The more art we employ in 
the inftru&ion of owr pupils to lead them to the paths 
.of wifdom, the lefs you will be inclined to rcfuie us 
a portion of your applaufe." 

Thus ends the diicourfe of the Hierophant.— The 
profelyte who has heard it without fhuddering, may 
flatter himfclf with being worthy of this prieilhood. 
But before he is facrilegioufly anointed, he is led back 
to the porcti> where he is inveftcd with a white tunic* 
.He wears a broad iilken fcarlet belt; the fleeve ip 
.tied at the extremity and middle with bandages of the 
ikrae colour, which make it bulge out.* I am par- 
ticular In, the defcription of this drefs, becaufe it was 
in a limilar one that, during the French Revolution, a 
comedian appeared perfonally attacking Almighty God, 
faying, u No ! thou doft not exift. If thou haft pow- 
," cr over the thunder-bolts, grafp them ; aim them ac 
" the man who dares fet thee at defiance in the face 
" of thy altars. But no, I blafbheme thee, and 1 ftill 
41 live. No, thou doft not exiit." In the fame cof* 
tume, and to prepare him for the fame blafphemies, 
the Epopt is recalled into the temple of myfteries. 
.He is met by one of the brethren, wno does not per- 
mit him to advance till he has told him, " that he ia 
" fent to enquire whether he (the profelyte) has per- 
" fcclly underftood the difcourfo which has been read 
44 to him— whether he has any doubts concerning the 
44 do&rines which are contained in it— whtCier his 
" heart is penetrated with the fanclity of the princi- 
u pies of the Order— whether he is fenfible of the call, 
44 feels the ftrength of mind, the fervent will, and all 
44 the difintereftednefs requifite to labour at the grand 
44 undertaking— whether he is ready to make a facritice 

• Lab Works of PhUo and Spartacus, at tfec cod of tip Pifcouifc. 

Vol. III. T 
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** of his wHl, drid to fuffcr hiinfelf to be led by the mod 
" excellent fopefibrs of the Order." 

I will fpare the reader the difgufting impiety of the 
tcremonial which immediately follows.— The rites of 
the preceding degree were in derifion of the L&ft 
Supper * theft are an atrocious mimicry of the feccr- 
dotal ordination. A curtain is drawn, and an altar 
appears with a crucifix tiptm it. On the altar alfo is a 
fable ; and the ritual of the Order lies on a reading 
flefk ; on the fide a cenfet, and a phial full of oil. 
The Dean a&s the part of a Biftiop, and he is fur- 
roupded with acolytes. He prays over the profelyte, 
bleffes him, cuts hair from the top of his head, clothes 
Mm in the veftments of the priefthood, and pronouri- 
tes prayers after the fefhion of the feci. On pfefent- 
ihg the cap he fays, " Cover thyfelf with tins cap, it is 
*' more valuable than the crown of Kings." The very 
fcxpreffions of the Jacobin with his red cap. The coni- 
iminion confifts in honey and milk, which the Deah 
"givfcs to the profelyte, foying, u Tfeis is what Natutfe 
** gives to man. Reflect how happy he *6uld ftifl 
4i have befen, if the defire of fupcrfluities had nbt, bV 
41 depriving him of a tafte for fuch fimple fobd, irtulu- 
** plied hii wants, and poifoned the balm of life." 

All the preceding part of this degrefc diffidently 
txplaini rhe real meaning of thefe words. The cere- 
monies are terminated with delivering to the Epbpt 
that part of tht code which relates to ms new degree. 
I fhall relate all that is neceflary for the t eadct to bte 
Informed of, when, after having treated of the degfefe 
of Regent, and of rite Grand Myfteries, I (hall cotac 
to inveftigatfc the government of the Order. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



wi tmmcm, c^iWPUM^ §u 



CHAP, XL 

Eigbtb Part of the Code of Mummes—The Regent, 
or the Prime JUlvmfree* , 

¥ T^yH^N.onc of our Epopts has Efficiently difc Qraditie* 

* V r tinguifhoi himfelf to bear a part in the pqli T req^c^ 
tt deal government of our Order ; that is to fay, wbgfl 

* he unites prudence with $he liberty of thinking and 

* of a&ng ; when he knows how tp temper bpidnefi 

* with precaution, resolution witlvcomplaifaqce ; fub* 

* tlety with goodnature • loyalty with fimplicity ; £n- 
« gularity with method ; tranfeeadency of wit with 

* gravity and dignity of manners ; when he has Je^rn- 
u ed opportunely tofpeak or to be fiknt, how to obey 

* or to command ; when he ffctU have gained t;he 

* eftecra and ofleelion of his feUow^citiz^ns, tbpugk 

* feared by then* at Che Came tkne ; when his heart 

* (hall be entirely devoted to the interefts of pur Or r 
¥ xlec, and the common welfare of the univerfe ihaJJ 
" be uppermost in his mind ;— then, and then only, le| 

* the Superior of the province propofe him to the na- 

* tional Inipeftor as worthy of being admitted to the 
44 degree of Regent." 

Such are the qualifies required by the Sed fgr th# 
oclmiffinn of its adepts to the degree which in the 
Code is fometimes termed Regent, at others the Prince 
lilutmnee. Such are the very words to be found i* 
the preamble of the rules of this degree* 

u Three things of the utmoft coniequence (fays the 
11 code) are to be ob&rved. In the firft place, the 
u greateft refcrve is neceflary with refpecl to this de- 

* grec. Secondly, thofe who are admitted into it 
i* m uft be as much as poffible free men and independ- 
4i ent of all Princes : they muft indeed have clearly 

* manifefted their hatred for the general conJHtution 
ft or the actual (late of mankind ; have (hown lipw 
41 ardently they wilh for a change in the government 
*' of the world ; and how much the hints thrown out 
'' in the degree of Pried has inflamed their wit&^fur 
V a better order of things." 

VoL III. T * r 
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Precaution* K a ^ thcfe requilites arc to be found in the Candle 

«nd prelim- date, then let the national Infpeftor once more exam- 

JMJ7 qucf- j ne> j n h; s record^ cvety thing relative to the conduA 

and chara&er of the new adept, let him infpeft the 

divers queftions which have been put to him, and dl£ 

cover where he has (hown his ftrong or his weak fide. 

According to the refult of this examination, let the In- 

fpe&or propofe fome new queftions on thofe article* 

on which the Candidate may have, ibown the gfeateft 

Heferve. For example, fome of the following i* ' 

u I. Would you think a fociety objeftronable, whiclr 

* fhould (till nature (halt have ripened its grand revo-? 
u lutions) place itfelf in a fituation, which would de- 
€t prive Monarclteof the power of doing harm, though 
u they ftiould wifh it ? A fociety whofe invifible 
« means fliould prevent all governments from abufing 

* their power ? Would it be impoflible through the 
"influence of fuch a fociety, to form a new itate in 
« each ftate, Jiatus hi jlatu ;" that is to fay, would it 
be impoflible to fobjeft the rulers of every ftate to 
this Illuminizing Society, and to convert them into 
mere tools of the Order even in the government of 
their own dominions ? 

" II. Were it to be objeded, that foch a fociety 
tl might abufe its power, would not the following con- 
" fiderations do away fuch an objection ? — Do not our 
" prefent rulers daily abufe their power ? And are not 
u the people filenr, notwithftanding fuch an abufe ? Is 
€t this power as fecure from abufe in the hands of 
u Princes, as it would be in thofe of our adepts whom 
" we train up with fo much care ? If then any go* 
u vernment could be harmlefs, would it not be our's, 
u which would be entirely founded on morality, fore- 
" fight, wifdom, liberty, and virtue ?" 

" III. Though this univerfal government, founded 
" on morality, ihould prove chimerical, would it not 
" be worth while to make an cjfay of it ? 

" IV. Would not the molt fceptical man find a 
" fufBcient guarantee againft any abufe of power on 
11 the part of our Order, in the liberty of abandoning 
" it at pleafure ; in the happinefs of having Superiors 
" of tried merit, who, unknown to each other, could 

* Inftru&ioTw for conferring the degree of Regent, Noa. I, *>,$, 
Lift Works of Philo and Spartaeui. • 
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•not poffibly fupporc each other in their trcafonablc 
u combinations againft the general welfare ; Superiory 
€t in Ihort, who would be deterred from doing hanrw 
<* by the fear of the exifting chiefs of empires ?" 

" V. Should there exift any other ftfret means of; 
€t guarding againft the abufc of that authority en-. 
u trufted by the Order to our Superiors, what mightr 
u they be ? 

" VI. Suppofing defpotifm were to enfue, would it 
€S be datfgerous in the hands of men who, from the 
u very firil ftep we made in the Order, teach us no- 
* thing but.fcience, liberty, and virtue? Would not 
u that defpotifm lofe its fting in the coofideration thai* 
€€ thofe chiefs who may have conceived dangerom 
4t plans will have begun by difpofing a machine in dw 
" reft oppofition to their views."* . 
- To underftand the tendency of thefe queftions, lee 
us reflect on the meaning given by the Sect to liberty 
and g&ici'd welfare. Above all, let us not forget the 
leflfon already given to the adepts on morality ; the art 
of teaching men to (hake off the yoke of their mi- 
no rity, to let afide Princes and Rulers, and to learn to 
govern themfelves. This leflbn once well underftood; 
the moft contracted underftanding muft perceive, in 
fpite of the infidious tenour of thefe questions, that 
their fole tendency is to aflc, whether " a Seft would 
be very dangerous who, under pretence of hindering 
the chiefs of nations, Kings, Minifters, and Magiflxates; 
from hurting the people, (hould begin by mattering 
t!ic opinions of all thofe who furfounded Kings, Mint* 
fters, or Magiftrates ; or fliould feek by inviiible means 
to captivate all the councils, and the agents of public 
authority, in order to rehiftate mankind in the rights 
of their pretended majority ; and to teach the fubjed 
to throw off the authority of his Prince, and learn to 
govern himfelf ; or, in other words, to deftroy every 
King, Minifter, Law, Magiftrate, and public authority 
whatever?" The Candidate, too well trained to the 
fpirit of Illuminifm not to fee the real tendency of 
thefe queftions, but alfo too much perverted by it 
to be ftartled at them, knows what anfwers he is- to 
give to obtain the new degree. Should he dill har- 

••* Inftru&ions for conferring the degree of Regent, No. x, a« 3. 
l*k Works of Philo and Sparucu* 
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boor any doubts, the ceremonies of his inft*llatiotf 
would dived him of them. Thefc are not thcofophi- 
cal or infigniticant ceremonies; every ftep demon-' 
ftrates the diforganfeing genius, and the hatred for aft 
authority, which irritates the fpleen of their impious 
author ; and it is therefore that Weifhaupt, when writ- 
ing to Zwack, reprefents them as infinitely more im<> 
portant than thofe of the preceding degree.* 

When the admiflion of the new adept is reiblved 
2**J""°* on, he is informed, u that as in future he is to be enJ 
V"*"** ** traded with papers belonging to the Order, of far 

* greater importance than any that he has yet had irt 

* his pofleflion, it is neceffary that the Order ihould 

* have further fecurkies. He is therefore to make 
u his will, and infrrt a particular claufe with refpeft 
u to any private papers which he may leave in cafe 

* of fudden death. He is to get a formal and juri- 
u dical receipt of that part of his will from his fa* 
" mily, or from the public Magiftrate, and he is to 
« take their promifes in writing that they will fulfil 
u his intentions.":): ■> 

This precaution taken, and the day for the initiation 
fixed, the adept is admitted into an anti-chamber hung 
with black, its furniture confifts in a fkeieton elevated 
on two fteps, at the feet of which are laid a crown and 
a fword— There he is aflted for the written difpofitiont 
he has made concerning the papers with which he may 
be entrufted, and the juridical proipife be has received 
that his intentions (hall be fulfilled. His hands are 
then loaded wkh chains, as if he were a flave ; and he 
is thus left to his meditations, f The Provincial who 
performs the fun&ions of Initiator is alone in thefirft 
falcon, feated on a throne. The Introducer, having 
left the Candidate to his reflections, enters this room,, 
and in a voice loud enough to be heard by the new 
adept, the following Dialogue takes place between 
them. 

« Provincial. Who brought this flave to us** 

" Introducer. He came • of his own accord ; he 

* knocked at the door." 

" Prov. What does he want ?" 

* Original Writing*, Vol II. Let 24, from W^Uhaupt to Cat*. 
J ™u"u&ion9 for conferring this degree, No. $, 
t Ritual of this degr-e, No. u 
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* /«/ro</. He is in fearch of Liberty, and aflcs to be 

* freed frpm his chains." 

« /Very. Why does he not apply to thofc who have 

* chained him ?* 

" Intrbd. They refiife to break his bonds ; they ac- 
44 quire too great an advantage from his flavery." 

" Prov. Who then is it that has reduced him to 
" this ftate of flavery l n 

44 Introd. Society, governments, the fciences, and 

* falfe religion*" Die gefcljcbaft, der ftnat, die gelebr- 
44 famkeit, diefalfcbi religion." 

44 Prov. And he wimes to caft off this yoke to be- 
44 come a feditious man and a rebel ?" 

44 Introd. No 5 he wifhes to unite with us, to join 
44 in our fights againft the conftitution of governments, 

* die corruptions of morals, and the profanation of re- 

* ligion. He wiflles through our means to become 
u powerful, that he may attain the grand ultimatum." 

44 Prov. And who will anfwer to us, that after hav- 
44 ing obtained that power he will not alfo abufe it, 

* that he will not be a tyrant and the author of new 
44 misfortunes ?* 

- u Introd. His heart and his reafon are our guaran- 
44 tees — the Order has enlightened him. He has learn* 
** ed to conquer his paffions and to know himfelf. Our 

* Superiors have tried him." 

44 Prov. That is faying a great deal — Is he alfo 
** fuperior to prejudice. Does he prefer the general 
u intereft of the univerfe to that of more limited 
* l affiliations ?" 

44 Introd. Such have been his promifes." 
44 Prov* How many others have made fimilar pro- 
rt mifes who did not keep them ? Is he matter of him- 
44 fdf ? Can he refill temptation ? Are perfonal confide- 

* rations of no avail with refped to him ? Alk hinv 
u whether the ikeleton he has before him is that of a 
-* king, a nobleman, or a beggar ?" 

" introd. He cannot tell ; nature has deftroyed alt 
*that marked the depraved ftate of inequality, all 
44 that He fees is, that this (keleton was man like us; 
44 ahd the thara&er of man is all that he attends to." 

44 Prov. If fuch be his fentiments, let him be free 
44 at his own rifle and peril. But he knows us not* 
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€t Go and afk him why he implores our prott Aion ?"* 

This dialogue ended (and rhe reader will not be at' 
£ lofs to perceive the drift of it,) the Introducer returns 
to the Candidate, and fays, " Brother, the knowledge 
" you have acquired can no longer leave you in doubt 
u as to the grandeur, the importance, the diiinterefted- 
" nets and lawfulneis of our great object. It muft 
" therefore be indifferent to you whether you are ao> 
u quainted with our Superiors or not ; neverthelcfs, I 
" have fonie information to impart to you on that 
"fubject." 

. This information is nothing more than a fummary 
x)f a pretended hiftory of Mafonry, going back to the 
deluge : and of what the Seel calls the fall of man, 
the lofs of his dignity, and of the true do&rine. The 
ftory then continues to Noah and the few who efcaped 
the deluge in the ark ; thefe, he fays, were a few 
Sages or Frccmafons, who have maintained the true 
.principles in their fecret fchools. It is for that reafon, 
fays the Inftru&or, that Mafonry has prefervtd the de- 
nominations of Noacbijlx and Patriarchs— Then comes 
a recapitulation of what had been faid in the degree 
of Epopt on the pretended views of Chrift, on the de- 
cline of Mafonry, and on the honour rcferved to Illu- 
miuifpi to prefer ve and revive thefe true and ancient 
myllcries — u When queftioned (fays the Inftructor) as 
,to whom we are indebted to for the aclual conftitution 
of our Order, and the prefent form of the inferior de- 
grees, the following is the anfwer we give : 

u Our founders, without doubt, had cxtenfive know- 
ledge, finee they have tranimitted fo much to us 

^Aduated by a laudable zeal for the general welfare, 
they formed a code of laws for our Order; but, partly 
through prudence, and partly to guard againft their 
own paifions, they left the direction of the edirice they 
had raifed to other hands, and retired. Their names 
will for ever remain in oblivion— The chiefs who go- 
vern the Order at prefent are not our founders; but 
pofterity will doubly blcfs thofe unknown benefactors 
who have defpifed the vain glory of immortalizing 
their names. Every document which could have 
thrown light on our origin has been committed to 



the flames." 



* Ritual of this degree, No. i» 
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** You will rtow be under the direction of othef me* J 
ttien who, gradually educated by the Order, have at 
length been placed at the helm. You will foon make 
one of their number*-*Tdl me only, whether you ftill 
harbour any doubt as to the objeft of the Order." 

The Candidate, who has long fiace been paft all 
poflibility of doubt, advances with his Introducer to- 
wards another faloon $ but, on opening the door, feve- 
ral of the adepts fun and oppofe their entrance. ' » 

A new dialogue takes place in the ftyle of the firft— 
Who goes there? Who are you ?«-It is a flave who ha$ 
fled from his matters— — No flave fhall enter here~ 
He has fled that he might ceafe to be a flave ; he 
craves an afylum and prote&ion*— — But (hould hifc 

mafter follow ?±-*He is fafe, the doors are (hut But 

fhould he be a traitor ?*-*He is not one, he has been 
educated under the eyes of the Illuminees. They hav* 
imprinted the divine feal on his forehead.— The door 
opens, and thofe who oppofed the Candidate's entrahc^ 
clcort him to the third faloon. Here new obftflclei 
occur, and another dialogue takes place between an 
adept in the inlide and the Introducer. In the mean 
time the Provincial has left his former ftatkm, and Has 
ifcated himfelf upon a throne in this third rodm. ttt 3s 
worthy of remark that thefe enemies of thrones are 
themlelves always feated on a throne.] The Provincial 

fives orders that the Candidate may be admitted, and 
efires to fee whether he really bears the print of the 
feal of liberty. The Brethren accompany the new 
adept to the foot of the throne. 

" Prov. Wretch ! You are a flave : and yet dkre 
" enter an aflembly of free men t Do you know the 
u fate that awaits you ? You have pafled through two 
" doors to enter this ; but yoti (hall not go hence un* 
u puniflied, if you profane this fanftuary." 
«' " Introd. That will not happen 5 I will be his gua- 
" rantee. )fou have taught him to third after liberty; 
" and nowikeep # your promife." 

" Prov. Well, Brother, we have fubjefted you to 
u various trials. The elevation of your fentiments has 
u made us conceive you to be both proper and worthy 
" of being admitted into our Order. You have thrown 
11 yourfelr with confidence and without refcrve into 
Vol- III. U 
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".our arms : and it is time to impart to you that & 
" bcrty which Wc have painted to you in fuch bewitch- 
u ing colours. We have been your guide during all the 
u time that you Jlood in need of one. You are now 
u Jtrong enough to condtiQ yourfelf; be then in future 
u your own guide, be it at your own peril and rifk. Be 
u free ; that is to fay y be a man, and a mm who knowt 
u how to govern himfelf; a man who knows his duty, 
u and his tmprejcriptible rights; a man who ferves the 
u unherfe alone ; whofe anions are folely dire&ed to the 
u . general benefit of the wot Id and of human native, 
« Evety tlnngelfe is wjuJlice-~Be free and independent; 
11 in future be fi ofyourfilf«-H*re> take back the engage* 
'* ments you have hitherto contracted with us. To you 
" we return tlietn all." 

As he pronounces thefe words, the Provincial re- 
turns him all the writings which concern him, fuch 
as his oaths, his promifes, the minutes of his admiffioa 
to the preceding degrees, the hiftory of his life which 
he had tranfmitted to the fuperiors, and all the notes 
tajten by ; the Scrutators concerning him. 

This pprhaps is one of the moft delicate traits of pb- 
Hoy of the feet. The chiefs have had full ltifure to pry 
ij\tq the moft fecret rpeflfles of his heart, and the Scru- 
tators have no further difcoyerie? to make. The can- 
didate may tyke back his oaths and his fecrets, but re- 
polleAions (perhaps copies) ftill remain, and the Initi- 
ator may well cpntinue : " In future, you. wiBowe usno- 
< c thing but that which- ypur heart ; flia.H . di&ate. We 
tl do not tyrannize over men, we only enlighten tbem. 
a Have you found contentment, reft,; fatisfttjion* hap- 
"pinefs,; among ys ? Yoyi will not then abandon us. 
f? Can we have miftaken you, or can you. have mifta- 
"~,ken us? It would-be a misfortune for ypu ; but you 
" are free. Remember only that men free and inde- 
"..pendent do not offend each other; -on the contrary, 
f? tliey affitt and mutually proteft each other. Remem- 
"her, that to offend another man, is to give him the* 
< c right of defending' himfelf. Do you wifh to make 
" a noble ufc *>f the power we give to you ? rely on 
" our word : you (hall find zeal and protc&ion among 
^ uz. Could a diiinterefted zeal for your brethren 
f* glow in your heart, then labour at the grand objeft* 
" labour for unfortunate human nature, and thy laft 
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* hour (hall be bleft. We aik nothing elfc from 
" you, wc afk nothing for ourfelves. Queftion vour 
u own heart, and let it fay whether our conduct to 
f you has not been noble and difinterefted. After fo 
u many favours, could you be ungrateful, your heart 
u fhould avenge us, and chaftife you. But no ; many 
" trials have proved you to be a man of conftancy and 
" refolution. Be fuch your charafter, and in future 
" govern with us oppreffed man, and labour at ren- 
u dering him virtuous and free." 

" Oh, Brother! what a light, what hopes! when 
u one day happinefs, affe&ion, and peace fhall be the 
€t inhabitants of the earth ! when mifery, error, and 
u opprefEon, fhall difappear with fuperfluous wants I 
u when, each one at his ftation labouring only for the 
lf general good, every father of a family fliall be fo- 
t€ vereign in his tranquil cot ! when be that wijhes to 
4t itrvade thefe facred rights fnall not find an afylum on 
" the face of the earth I when idlenefs fhall be no longer 
u fuftcred ! when the clod of ufclefs fciewccs fiyail be cnjt 
" afide, and none fhall be taught but thofe which con- 
i€ tribute to make man better, and to reinftate him in 
u his primitive freedom, his future deftiny ! when we 
u may flatter ourfelves with having forwarded that 
u happy period, and complacently view the fruits of 
" our labours! when in fine, each man viewing his 
u brother in his fellow-creature, fliall extend a fuc- 
" couring hand— with us and ours you fhall find hap- 
" pinefs and peace, fhould you continue faithful and 
u attached to us. You will alfo remark, that the fign of 
u this degree confifts in extending your arms to a bro- 
" ther with your lipids open, to mow that they are not 
41 fullied by injuftice or oppreflion, and the gripe is to 
u fcize the brother by the two elbows, as it were to 
u hinder him from falling. The word is redemption." 

The foregoing paflages fo clearly demonftrate the 
meaning of this word redemption, that the reader mult 
be furprifed at learning that there ftill remain further 
myfteries to be revealed.— The candidate is not yet 
admitted into the higheft clafs. He is only the Prince 
Illuminee, and has to gain admiflion to the two de* 
grees of Pbilofopber, and of the Man King. He is 
inverted in his new principality by receiving a buckler* 

Vol. III. . U a 
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' boots, a cloak, aud a hat. The words pronounced af 
the inveftiture, are worthy of the reader^ attention. 

On prefinting the luckier, the Initiator fays, " Arm 
€t thvfelf with fidelity, truth, and conftancy ; be a true 
« Cmiji'um, and the {hafts of calumny and misfortune 
t€ (hall not pierce thee." Be a Chriftian / (und fey ein 
_ Cbrift) ! ! What a ftrangc Chriftian ; what a wicked 
wretch then mull be the Initiator who dares carry hit 
diflimulation to fuch lengths, and profane that facred 
name in myfteries fo evidently combined for the eradi- 
cation of every trace of Chriftianity i But the adept 
{miles, or his ltupidity mull be beyond expreffipn if he 
does not fee through fo miferable a cant. 

On prefenting the boots : " Be a&ive in the fervico 
" of the good, and fear no road which may lead to 
€t the propagation or difcovery of happinefs." Tbi* 
will recall to our mind? the principtej whatever may be 
the meansy fear not to employ them when they lead t$ 
what the fed calls happinets. 

On giving the cloak: " Be a prince over thy people } 
" that is to fay, be finccre and wife, the bencfador of 
u thy brethren, and teach them fcience/* The reader 
will not be at a lofs to underftand what fcience. 

The formula of the hat is, " Beware of ever ex* 
" changing this hat of liberty (diefcn frey beitjbutj foe 
" a crown." 

Thus decorated, the Prince Illuminee receives tho 
fraternal embrace,— He then hears read the Inftru&ionr 
fbr his new degree ; but as they entirely relate (like 
thofe of the preceding degree) to the government of 
^he brethren, they will be treated of in the laft pare 
pf the code. It is now time to proceed to the Grand 

Mjfteries. . • nr ^ 
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CHAP. XIL 

tfvnth Part of the Code of the Illuminees.—Clafe of the 
Grand MyjUries; the Mage or the Pbilofopher, and 
the Man King. 

BY the great importance which the feft places in The tat 
the laft myfterics of IHuminifro, and the many JJjJuScA 6 
precautions it has taken to conceal them from the pub- ° 
lie view, I am compelled to begin this chapter with 
candidly declaring, that every attempt to difcover the 
original text of this part of the Code has been fruitlefs. 
Such an avowal, however, fhould not difconcert the 
reader. Though the real text may be wanting, We 
have abundant matter to fupply its place. We have 
Weifliaupt's familiar correfpondence ; we are in po£ 
feffion of the letters of many of the adepts who en- 
thufiaftically admired them ; and the avowals are (till 
extant of other adepts, who indignantly beheld fuch 
abominations. Our judgment will be guided by laws 
laid down by "Weifliaupt himfelf ; and the famous apo* 
logy of this monftrous legislator will teach us bow to 
appreciate them. Such materials are more than fuffi* 
cient to fupply the deficiency of the literal text. It is 
true, that the crafty cant and affefted cnthufiafra of 
the Hierophant will be wanting ; but the fubftance of 
his declamation, the extent and mouftroiity of his 
ultimate plots wiU lofe nothing of their evidence. Let 
us begin then by attending to their augior, and from 
Jiim receive oitf firft impreffions. 

WeiQjaupt, when writing to Zviack liis incomparatle wdf- 
man, and fpeaVing of the degree of Epopte, whereto J*3^ 
impiety and reunion feem to have {trained every oJTthefc 
nerve to difleminate their venemous principles againlt myfterie* 
church and ftate, he fays, « One might be tempted 
" to think that this degree was the laft and the molt fub- 
f'lime: I have, jieverthelefs, three more of infinitely 
" greater importance, which I rejerve for our Grand 
" Myjieries. But thefe I keep at home, and only fliow 
" them to the Areopagites, or to a few other brethren 
V the mod diftinguifhed for their merit and their ftr- 
fl viccs—^Wcre yoy here, \ would admit you to my 
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u degree, for you are worthy of it— But I never fuffcr 
u it to go out of my hands. It is of too fer'tous an 
u import ; it is the key of the ancient and modern, the 
u religious and political hiftory of the univerfc." 

u That I may keep our provinces in due fubordina- 
u tion, I will take care to have only three copies of 
u this degree in all Germany ; that Is to fay, one in 
« each Infpeftion." He foon after writes again to the 
fame adept : u I have compofed four more degrees 
u above that of Regent ; and with refpeft to thefe 
* four, even the loweft of them, our degree of Pried 
u will be but child's play"— Wo gegen den fcblcchejien 
der priefler grad kinder fpiel ftyn foil.* 

Before we draw any conclufion toward forming our 
judgment, let me recall to the mind of the reader 
thofe letters wherein Weiihaupt declares, that every 
degree fliall be an apprcnticefbip for the next, a fort 
of Novitiate for the higher degrees. That thefc degrees 
were always to be in crefcendo ; in fine, that in the laft 
clafs of the myfteries a perfect ftatement of the max- 
ims and polity of Illuminifm was to be given. Und 
am ende folgt die totde einficht in die politic und max- 
imen des ordens.f After fuch letters, the text of thefe 
myfteries is fcarcely neceffary. I know that thefe 
degrees were reduced to two for the laft clafs of the 
myfteries ; I know, from the agreement made by the 
founder and his intimate adepts, that the firft was the 
Move, or Philofipher / the other, the Man King.% \ 
willftart from thefe data, and (hall not hefitate to 
lay, that this monftcr of impiety and of wickednefa 
impofes on himfelf when he fpeaks of degrees infinitely 
more important for the higher mvfteries, or when he 
pretends that thofe of Epopt and Aegent are but puerile 
in comparifon with thofe which he rcferves for hii 
intimate adepts. His execrable pride may flatter him 
with furpaffing even the devils themfelves, in his wic- 
ked inventions for fending forth the peftiferous Waft ; 
but their combined efforts could not fuggeft more 
hideous plots than thofe in which Wcifhaupt glories 
when calling them his lejfer myfteries What! the 



• Orig. Writ. VoL II. Let. 15, x5, 24» to Cato-Zwack. 
f Void. VoL I. Let. 4, to C*to. 

\ Ibid. VoL II. Let. I, to Philo, and Second Part of Agreement «£ 
the Areopagitcs. 
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row of annihilating every idea of religion, even to the 
Very name of a God ; the plan for overthrowing every 
government, even to the obliteration of every veftige 
of laws, authority, or civil fociety ; the wi(n of de- 
ftroying our arts and fciences, our towns, and even 
villages, that they may realize their fyftems of Liberty 
and Equality ; the denre of exterminating the greater 
part of human nature, to work the triumph of their 
vagabond clans, over the remaining part of mankind- 
Thefe vows and wifhes, thefe plots and plans, have 
already appeared in the lefier myfteries, and his adepts 
niuft have been as ftupid as he wiflies them to be 
impious and wicked, if they have not feen through the 
web that veils from their fight the baleful abyfs. And, 
after all, it is not the objefl or the fubftance of their 
plots which is thus flightly veiled ; the terms alone arc 
concealed. There only remains to fay, that all religion 
(hall be deftrbyed for the adoption of Atheifra ; emy 
conftitution, whether monarchical or republican, (hall 
be overthrown in favour of abfolute independence % 

Koperty (hall be annihilated ; icience and arts (hall 
fiipprcffcd 5 towns, houfes, and fixed habitations, 
reduced to afhes, for the re-eftablifhmcnt of the roam- 
ing and favage life, which the hypocrite, in his cant, 
calls the patriarchal Hfe. Such arc the terms ; and the 
fcroil of this hideous pantomime needed only to be un- 
rolled, to tell the names of thofe who were to appear 
on the gloomy ftage of the laft myfteries. The adept 
had long fince inhaled the deleterious air with which 
Weifhaupt had (pared no pains to furround him ; and 
could he naufeate this, or turn away from thefe dif- 
aftrous machinations, the gates of the n.yfterious pit 
were (hut againft him. At fuch a fight nature (b ud- 
ders — The reader will cry out, None but monfters 
could have conceived or abetted fuch plots. Be it fo - 
I will not contradict him ; I only wifh to name thefe 
monfters.— Behold Weiftiaupt and his profound adepts! 
The reader will find the, proofs of this exclamation in 
Cheir own writings. 

Weifhaupt, who divided his myfteries into two 
clafles, alfo diftributed his laft fecrets under two heads. 
Firft, Religion ; which was the object of the Magts / 
The other comprehended what he called his Polity ; 
-and he referved it for the Man King. Let us ftrpa- 
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rately inveftigate each of thefe degrees, commencing 
with that principle which he himfelf lays down, and 
from which be never deviates, that each degree (ball 
be a preparatory concatenation of principles and doc- 
trines, the ultimate tendency of which was to form 
the object of the laft myfteries. Such a principle it 
more than fufficient to demonftrate that the fecrct to 
be imparted to his Mages can be no other than the 
mod abfolutc Atheifm, and the total fubverfioh of 
every Religion. The adept, however, has already 
imbibed fuch horrid principles ; and the fecret confifts 
in telling him, in plain terms, that it was towards that 
point the Seel had bng fince been leading him, and 
that in future all his thoughts, words, and a&itas, muft 
tend to lecond the views of the Sect in their monftrou* % 
undertaking ; that in the preceding degrees the name % 
bf Religion had only been prelerved the better to 
deftroy the thing ; but that in future the very name 
would only be tlie expreflion of chimeras, or fupcr- 
(lition, of fanaticifm, lupported by defpotifm and am- 
bition, as a tool for enflaving mankind. 

This explication is no vain fancy of mihe. See 
Wcifhaupt confidentially writing to his intimate and 
incomparable Cato-Zwack: 

" I firmly believe, that the fecret doctrine of Chrift 
" had no other object in view than die rc-eftablifhmen* 
" of Jewifli Liberty, which is the explanation I give of it. 
u I even believe, that Frcemafbnry is nothing tat a 
« Chriftianity of this fort ; at leaft, my explanation bf 
" their Hieroglyphics perfectly coincides with fuch an 
" explanation. In this fenfe, nobody could blufli at 
" being a Chriftian ; for I preferve the name, andful* 
u Jiitute rcafotif-denn ich laffe den tinmen, und fubfti- 
" ttdere ihm die vernunJi"~*Hc continues : " It is no 
t€ trivial matter to have difcovcred a new Religion 
« and a new Polity in thefe tenebrous Hieroglyphics ;* 
and he goes on to lay, u One might be induced to 
u think that this was my higheft degree ; I have, never- 
" thelefs, three of infinitely more importance, for our 
u grand myfteries."* Here then is Weilhaupt's deci- 
fion on the degree of Epopt or IUuminized Priejl — It 
is Chriftianity preferving the name of Religion, whh 

* Original Writing*, VoL II. Let. IJ, to Cato. / 
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the Gofpel converted into a code by means of which 
Chrift taught the Jacobinical Equality and Liberty. f 
Here WeiChaupt is tranfeendant in his wickedntfs and 
his impiety ; it is under the facrcd name of Religion 
that he teaches his diforganizing principles pf Kquplity 
and Liberty. After having led his Epopts to the pin- 
nacle of Impiety, to what farther lengths can he pofli- 
bly lead his Mage >~ He may erafc the names of Reli- 
gion and God ? And this he will do in his higher myf- 
terics ; for who can expect to find them when he fays, 
" You know that the Unity of God was one of the fe- 
€ f crets revealed in the myfteries of Eleufis ; as for that, 
" there is no fear of any fucb thing being found in 
" mine"* 

After this, can the name of God be expected ever 
to be found in the myfteries of the Illuminized Mage 
for any other purpofe than to be blafphemed ? We fee 
this fame Weifhaupt referving all the Atheiftical pro- 
ductions for this degree ; he writes again to his incom- 
parable man : " With our beginners let us aft prudently 
€t with refpeft to books on Religion and Polity. In 
" my plan I referve them for the grand myfteries. At 
" firft we muft put only books of hiftory or of meta- 
* phyfics into their hands. Let Morality be our pur- 
u iuit. Robinet, Mirabeau (that is to fay the fyftem of 
" nature written by Diderot, though attributed to Mi- 
" rabcau J the Social Syftem, Natural Polity, the Pbilo- 
u fopby of Nature, atid fuch works, are referved for 
41 my higher degrees.— At prefent they muft not even 
" be mentioned to our adepts, and particularly HeU 
" vetius on Man"$ The reader here fees a lift of 
the mod Anti-religious and the moft Atheiftical 
works,|| and tliat they are referved for thefe laft 
myfteries. As a preparation for them (horribile die* 
tu !) the very idea of a God muft be eradicated from 
the mind of the adept. Can we doubt of this, when 
we fee Weiftiaupt thus write: " Do put Brother Nu* 
€ ! tnenius in correfpondence with me, I muft try to 
41 cure him of his Theofophical ideas, and properly 

f Sec the Difcouife on tke Degree of F.popt. 
• Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 4, to Cato. 
| ibid. Let. 3, to Cato. 
{ See the Helviennc Letters on thefe Works. 

Vol. III. X 
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et prepare him for our views.--/;/; will ihn fucben voH 
u der Theofophie zu curieten, und zu unferen abftchten 
" zu befHmmenS'f The Theofopher, or the man ftill 
believing in a God, is not fit for tbefe myfteries ; Re- 
ligion then muft of courfe be irreconcileable with 
them. Were the confequenccs lefe evident} and fiiould 
we rejeft thefe fecret correfpondences, or condemn the 
laft oracles of the Hierophant to remain witlnn the 
hundred halts which keeps them hidden from the 
adepts ; I fay, even then, to afcertain what the tenets 
of the Seft are as to any worfiiip or religion, we 
fliould not be neceffitated to enter that den of myfte- 
ries. Though Weifliaupt had not mentioned Religion 
in his intimate correfpondence, the Atheiftical Confpi- 
racy of his myfteries would be evident, and why feck 
private documents when he has given us irrefragable' 
proofs of guilt in that which he publifties as his 
apology ? 

b his apo- *^ wo y ears a ^ ter ^ Mfafa Weifliaupt mod daringly 
io^y. aflerts, that the Syftems of his Illuminiim (as publiftied 

by the civil powers) are but a mere fketch, a plan as 
yet too ill-digcfted for the public to form any judg-' 
meht either on him or his adepts, from the Original 
Writings or his Confidential Correfpondence. He 
publifhes a new code, and calls it The corrected Syjiem 
of IUuminifm, with its degrees end conftitutions, tjf 
Adam Weiflhiupt, Counfellor to the Duke of S axe Got ha.' 
Here at leaft we have a right to judge him and his 
myfteries, both in his apology and his corrected de- 

Sees. But the reader will now view him in a new 
o ht. He is not only the confpiring infidel, but the 
inlblent Sophifter, infulting the public with all the 
haughtinefs of the mod daring Atheift, flirugging his 
ihoulders in difdain at the reft of mankind ; and with 
impertinent pity faying to us all, as he did of the 
adepts whom he had duped, poor creatures/ what could 
one not make you believe ! 

I deign to caft my eyes on this apology, or the Illu- 
minifm corrected. He begins by telling us, that to 
have fuppofed him capable of compofing fo extenfive 
a work in two years was doing him the honour of fup* 
pojing him gifted with mojl extraordinary talents ; and 

f Ibid. VoL II. Let. Ij, to Caw. 
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ir is in fuch terms that the Sophifter informs the public 
that he takes them for great fools. Let the contempt 
with which lie treats his readers be retorted upon him- 
felf ; let neither him nor his accomplices cxpe<ft to 
defcend to pofterity with any other diftinftion than as 
the phenomena of vice and infamy. Are we to crouch 
in token of homage before the men who infolently feoff 
at their God and at the public weal ? I know not whe- 
ther Weifhaupt needed extraordinary talents or not, 
' though I grant him all the art and cunning of the 
Sophifter ; but moft certainly he rauft have prefumed 
much on the force of impudence when he flattered 
himfelf that the public would inevitably And that his 
corrected code contained no principles but fuch as 
would elevate the mind and tend to form great men.* 
What I find is, that it is nothing more than a medley 
of all the arts of his original code for the education or 
rather depravation of his adepts. Did I with to form 
a ftupid atheill, this would be the work I fhould chufe 
to put into his hands. As early as the third degree, 
in place of a God reigning as freely as he does pow- 
erfully over this univerfe, I find the univerfe trans- 
formed into a vaft machine, in which every thing is 
held together or put in motion by I know not what 
fatality, decorated fometimes by the appellation of 
God, at others, of nature. Again : did I wifli to de- 
corate with the name of providence a deftiny which 
cannot annihilate a Jingle atom without depriving the 
flars of their fupport and involving the whole unruerfc 
in ruin, this would be the work I ihould recommend : 
I would give it to the narrow-minded adept, who, in 
a world where every thing is faid to be neccilary, 
fhould ftill pretend to talk of virtue or vices, or who 
could comfort himfelf for all the harm which the 
wicked could do him, by learning that the wicked like 
the virtuous man only followed the courfe which na- 
ture had traced for him ; and that they would both 
arrive at the lame point as himfelf; In fine, I would 
put it into the hands of the imbecile, who would call 
t/jj art of making merry the art of being always happy 

• So hoffc ich doch follcn alle darin ubereinkommen, dafs die in 
die fen graden aufgcftclltcn gruodrtSae f ahig fey en, groac nod erhabeoe 
Wenfcncn zu bi \ dz & — I n troJu ft hn to b'u correft:d Mem. 

VoL III. X » 
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(ars Jemper gaudendi ;) the art of perfuading one's felf 
that one's misfortunes are incurable, or that they are 
all neceffary.* But what reader will brook the irapu-r 
dence of that confpiring infidel, who, dedicating his 
myfteries as an apology to the whole world and all 
mankind— der welt utid dem mcnfcblkben gefchlecht— 
and pretending to prove that his original myfteries are 
not a confpiracy againft Religion, puts a difcourfe in 
the mouth of his new Hierophants, whofe very title 
characterizes the moft determined one both againft 
God and Religion ; he calls it, An htjirudion for the 
adepts vjbo are inclined to the fancy of believing in or of 
adoring a God ! I know it may be alfo tranflated, An 
hjtrutiion for the Bretljren inclining towards TbeoJb~ 
pbical or Religious entbufiafm.\ But if both thefe 
tranflations be not fynonimous in the language of the 
Sophifters, let the reader judge, from the exordium of 
the difcourfe, which is the moft accurate. 

" He who wifhes to labour for the happinefs of 
« mankind, to add to the content and reft of the hu- 
a man fpecies, to decreafe their diffatisfa&ion (thefe 
"are literally the words of our Antitheofophical So- 
" phifter,) muft fcrutinize and weaken tbofi principles 
il which trouble their reft, contentment, and happinefs. 
" Of this fpecies are all thofe fyftems which are hoftile 
" to the ennobling and perfefting of human nature ; 
u which unneceflarily multiply evil in the world, or 
ct reprefent it as greater than it really is: all thofe 
" fyftems which depreciate the merit and the dignity 
" of man, which diminifh his confidence in his own 
u natural powers, and thereby render him lazy, pufil. 
" lanimous, mean, and cringing : all thofe alfo which 
«' beget enthufiafm, which oring human rcafon into 
" di(o-edit, aud thus open a free courfe for impofture : 
<f All the Theojbphical and My filed Syftems ; all thofe 
u which have a dir?tl or indireft tendency to fetch Syf 
a terns ; in fbort y all the principles derived from Tbeofb* 
11 pby 9 which, concealed in our hearts, often finifl) by 
<' leading men back to it? belong to this clafsS* 

In the courfe of his inftru&ions, the reader is not to 
expeft that Weifhaupt will make any exception in fa- 

* Sec in the correfled Syftcm the Difcourfe on the third clafs. 
f Unterriet fur sdle initglcidcr, welche zu Theofophifchca fchwajw 
jnercyen geneight find 
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Vour of the revealed Religion, not even a hint at fuch 
an exception is to be feen — The Religion of Chrift is 
t eprefented as a medley of the reveries of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of Judaifm. It is in vain for tbe It 
raelites to believe in the Unity of God, in the coming 
of a Meffiah ; it is in vain to aflert that fuch was the 
faith of their forefathers, of Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja- 
cob, long before they entered Egypt or Babylon ; it is 
in vain to prove, that the adoration of the golden Calf, 
or of the god Apis, was punifhed by the Almighty as 
a prevarication of their Religion : Nothing will ferve 
the Sophifter ; he will declare in his corrctted code, that 
the Religion of the Jews was but a modification of 
the reveries of the Egyptians, of Zoroafter, or of the 
Babylonians. To correal his adepts, he teaches them 
to caft aiide the Creation as a chimera unknown to 
antiquity, and to reduce all Religion to two Syftems— 
The one, that of matter co-eternal with God, a part of 
God, proceeding from God, caft forth and feparated 
from God, in order to become the world— The other, 
matter co-eternal with God, without being God, but 
worked by God, for the formation of the univerfe. 
On thefe foundations he builds a general hiftory of all 
Religions and makes all appear equally abfurd. The 
reader might be tempted to think that thefe leffons 
had been compofed before the hegira or rather pro* 
fcription of the author of Illuminifm. They may have 
been compiled for one of thofe difcourfes which he 
declares to be of more importance than that of the 
Hierophant in the degree or Epopt.— He precifely foU 
lows the courfe which Knigge reprefents as the grand 
objeft of the lall myfteries. He makes, after his fo- 
ihion, a general compilation of all the fchools of Phi- 
lofophifin and of its Syftems ; and hence he deduces 
Chriftanity and all Religions. The refult of the whole 
is, that all Religions are founded on impofture and 
chimera, all end in rendering man cowardly, lazy, 
cringing and fuperftitious / all degrade him, and trouble 
his repoie.* And it is thus that this Sophifter, under 
pretence of his juftification, daringly afts that part in 
public which before he* had only ventured to aft under 
{he cover of his myfteries. He fallies forth from his 

* Sec the laft difcourfe of Illuminifm corrc&e& 
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balefd abyfe but to proclaim to the world what here- 
tofore he had only hinted to his adepts in private,— 
that the time was at length come for the overthrow of 
every Altar, and the annihilation of every Religion. 
By Km^ Are any further proofs neceflkry to demonftrate the 
ge't teftf- hjeft of the grand myfteries I The teftimony of 
****' Knigge cannot be objected to, nor can Knigge pre- 
tend or wifh to miflead Zwack when confidentially 
correfponding with him. Both had figned the agree-* 
ment of the Areopagites refpeftmg the compilation of 
the degrees of llluminifm.* Let us then attend to 
thefe two adepts— Philo-Knigge lias been exhibiting all 
that he has done, according to Wciihaupt's inftruftions, 
in the degree of Epopt, to demonftrate that Chrift had 
no other view than the eftabfifhnicnt of natural Reli- 
gion, or, in die language of IUurainifm, the rights of 
Liberty and. Equality. Knigge then continues : " Af- 
u ter having thus mown to our people that we are 
u the real Chriftians, we have only a word to add 
" againft Priefts and Princes. I have made ufe of 

* fuch precaution in the degrees of Epopt and of Re- 
" gent, that I fhould not be afraid of conferring them 
*on Kings or Popes, provided they had undergone 
« the proper previous trials. In our laft myfteries we 
11 have to acknowledge this pious fraud ; to prove, 

* upon the teftimony of authors, the origin of all the 
44 religious impoftures, and to expofe the whole with 
u their connections and dependencies."! 

Such, reader, is that word to add, which was to be 
fpoken only in tlie laft myfteries of llluminifm 1 That 
word againft priefts and the minifters of every wor- 
fhip ! That word on the pious fraud, or rather laby~ 
rinth of impiety, in which tlie feet had involved the 
candidate on his firft entrance into the Order, only to 
extricate him when he was judged worthy of their laft 

• Sec this agreement in the Original Writings, VoL II. Part IL figned 
the ao Adarmetb 1 55 1, or Anno Domini, 10 December 1781. 

f Da nun die leute fchen dafs wir die einzigen achten wahren Chrifc 
ten find, fo dSrfen, wir da gegen cin word mehr gegen pfaffen and 
f urften re den ; doch habe ich dieis fo gethan, dais ich papfte und kftnigc 
nach vorhergegangener priming, in dick grade auijjchmcn. wolltc. In- 
dem hoheren myfterien lollte man dann A dicfc piam fraud* m entdecken, 
und B aus alien fchrifftcn den nrfprnng aller religiftzen lflgen, und 
dcicn fufammenhang entwickcln— Original Writings fW, //. Lei. I, 
ft urn Philo to C*da% 
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Trtyfteries ! The adept muft certainly be of weak intct 
lefts, and his credulity muft border on ftupidity, if he 
has not, in the degree of Epopt, and long before, ofc 
fcrvcd whither they were leaditog him. But fhotlld 
he really be (till in the dark, or could be view "with 
indignation the artifices which have been ufcd with 
him ; if all reflection have not abandoned him ; what 
Will not the very terfti of pious fraud dMcover to him f 
Will it not recall to his mind, " that on the firft invita* 
€t tions of the fe<ft, to entice him into their Order, they 
** began by telling him, that nothing contrary to reh* 
u gion would ever enter the projects of the Orderf 
4t Does he not remember, that this declaration was re* 
u peated on his admiffion into the noviciate, and reite- 
u rated when he was received into the minerval aca* 
" demy > Has he forgotten, how ftrongly the fe<fl 
u enforced the ftudy of morality and of virtue in the 
a firft degrees, and how carefully it ifolated both 
" froiii reBgion ? When pouring forth its encomium on 
u religion, did not the fed infmuate, that true religion 
u widely differed from thofe myfteries and worfhip 
" which had degenerated in the hands of the pricfN 
" hood ? Does he remember with what art and ane&ed 
a refpeft it fpoke of Chrift and his Gofpel in the de* 
" grees of Major IUumime, of Scotch Knight, and of 
4t Epopt; how the Gofpel was infenfibly metamorphoA 
" ed into illuminized reafon, its morality into that of 
f< Nature ; and from a moral, reafonable, and natural 
" religion, how a religion and a morality of the rights 
" of man, of Liberty and Equality, were deduced i 
" Does he reflcft how all the different parts of thil 
" fyftem and opinions of the feft were mfinuated td 
M him, how naturally they occurred and appeared td 
u have been foftered in his own breaft ? Could not 
" the Seft fay to him, 'tis true, we put you on th£ 
a way, but you were much more earneft in foiving 
" our queftions than we in anfwering yours. When, 
" for example, we afked whether the religions which 
a nations had adopted fulfilled the obje&s for which 
" they were intended ; whether the pure and fimple 
M religion of Chrift was really that which different 
u Setts profefled at this prefent day, we knew what to 
" believe, but we wifhed to know how far you had 
" inhalecT our principles. We had a multitude of 
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¥ prejudices to conquer in you, before we could fuc- 

* ceed in perfuading you that the pretended religion 
u of Chrift was but an invention of prieft-craft, im- 

* pofture, and tyranny. If fuch be the cafe with the 
u much-admired and loudly proclaimed Gofpel, what 
u are we to think of all other religions? Learn, then, 
" that they are all founded on fiction, all originate in 
« impofition, error, impofture, and chimera. Such is 
" our fecret. All the windings we made ; the hypo- 
u thefes we aflumed ; the promifes fet forth ; the pa- 
u negjrric pronounced on Chriil and his fecret fchools ; 
u the fable, of Mafonry being for a long time in pot 
f feffion of his true doctrines, and our Order being 
€t at prefent fole depofitary of his myfteries, can no 

* longer be fubjecb of furprife. If, to overturn Chrifc 
" tianity and every religion, we pretended folely to 
u pofiefs true Chriftianity, the true religion, remember 
" that the end fanSifies the means, that the fage mu/t 
« make ufc 6f all thofe means for good purpofes, which 
" the wicked do for evil. The means we have cm- 

* ployed to rid you, and which we continue in order to 

* rid mankind of all religion, are but a pious fraud, 
€€ which we always meant to reveal to you when 
u admitted to the degree of Mage, or of illuminized 
« Philofopher / / /» 

9f the To thefe reflections on the word to he added in the 

mvowal of laft myfteries (fufficiently demonftrated by the afcenfion 
•ScptT^ °f ^ c degrees, by Weimaupt's apology, by his intimate 
correfpondence, and that of his molt perfect adepts} 
let us fubjoin the avowal of a man little calculated 
indeed for a ipember of fuch an abominable tribe, but 
who has better than any perfon known how to tear 
the mafk from their hideous countenances, and expofe 
their wickednefs. I am acquainted with his real 
name ; I am aware that it would greatly add to the 
confidence of the public ; but I alfo Know that could 
Illuminifm difcover his afylum, it would follow him to 
drink his blood, though it were to the fouthern pole. 
He is then entitled to fecrecy ; till now it has been ob- 
ferved, nor will I be the firft to infringe his right. 
The Germans have paid him homage, and, ignorant 
of his name, they have furnamed him Biedermmi, or 
Man of Honour ; at leaft, it is under that denomina- 
tion tfoat his works are generally cited. All that I 
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can fay in addition to what the public is already in 
pofleflion of refpe&ing this gentleman is, that nothing 
could have induced him to continue fo difgufting a 
courfe, but a &eal for the public welfare, and a juft 
opinion, that the only means of preventing the efft&s 
of the cpnfpiracy of the fed was to make their machi- 
nations public. — Having palled through all the degrees, 
he was at length admitted to the lad myfteries. He 
publifhcd thole of Epopt or Pneft, and of Regent^ 
under the title of Lafi Works of Plnlo and Spartacus. 
He fubjo'wed the inltruftions belonging to thofe de- 
grees, with a Critical MJtory of all the degrees of IUumu 
Hi fin. Had I no other guarantee of the veracity of his 
affertions, than their glaring coincidence with the ori- 
ginal writings, which is beyond all doubt with the at- 
tentive inveftigator, I fhoulij not hefitate in declaring 
Jrim tp be the man that has given the trueft account, 
and was belt acquainted with the feft. The certifi- 
cate at the head of the degree of Epopt and Regent, 
for a more perfed knowlcage of which the public is 
indebted tp him, I look upon as undoubtedly genuine. 
{ know a per(pn who has fecn and read this certificate 
in the original, in PfoYo-Knigge's own handwritings 
and who Has feen the fea) of the Order attached to 
this certificate. I thus particularize becaufc the pub- 
He is entitled, in difcuflions of this importance, to 
know how far I have extended my refearches, and 
how far the grounds I work upon deferve to be cre- 
dited.— The paflage I am about to quote is looked 
upon as fundamental by all German authors ; it is 
from Biedcrman, and occurs near the end of his Cri- 
tical Hijlory. 

u With refpeft to the two degrees of* Mage and of 
u Man King, there is no reception, that is to fay, there 
? are no ceremonies of initiation. Even the Eleft are 
u not permitted to tranferibe thefe degrees, they only 
v hear them read ; and that is the reaion why I do not 
* publi(h them with this work." 

" The firft is that of Mage, alfo called Philofopher, 
** It contains the fundamental principles of Spinofifm. 
u Here every thing is material; God and the world 
"are but one and the fame thing ; all religions arc 

Vol. III. Y 
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u inconfiftent, chimerical, and die invention of ambi- 
" tious men."* 

* Der erfte, welcher. Magus auch Philofophus heift, en- 
thalt fpinofiftiche grundsatze, nach welchen alles materiel], 
Gott und die welt einerley, alle religion unftatthaft, und eine 
erfindung herf iichtiger menfehen id. 

I might have quoted the teftimony of another adept, who 
writes as follows to the authors of the Eudemonia : (Vol. III. 
No. 2, Art. 4.) " I alfo can declare that I have been prefent 
*' at the grand myfteries ; particularly, that in 1 785 I was 
?* entruftcd with the inftruclions of the degree of Mage or 
u Pbilofopber ; and that the fhort defcription given in the 
5* Endliches Schicksal (or the laft object of Free-. 
" mafonry) is perfectly exacl and well-grounded." Tho 
author of the EndUches Shickfal has only, like myfelf, copied 
the text from Biederman. 1 have no knowledge of this new 
adept, 1 fee he has figned bis letter* defiring the authors of 
the Eudemonia' not to make ufe of his name without an ab- 
folute neceffity. " BeGdes," he adds, " I am a Roman Ca- 
" tholic \ and in the country in which 1 live might find dif- 
" agreeable confequences from not having aiked to be ab- 
*' folved from my oath, before I pubUfbed what I bad promifed 
" to keep feeret.*' Sir, 1 am a Catholic as well as yourfelf, 
and mould with to know where you have learned, that the 
oath you had taken to the Illuminees was fupcrior to that you 
had taken to the (late. How then could you reconcile with 
your confcicnce the keeping back from the magiftrate or the 
prince fuch proofs as you had acquired of a conipiracy again ft 
the (late ? Yes, do penance, and afk abfolution for having 
taken fuch an oath, and for not having been true to the oath 
pf allegiance which you had fworn to the (late, and from 
which you could not be abfolved by any power on earth. 
What Angular ideas are foraetimes formed of probity ! To 
perfuade one's felf that one is bound by an oath to a band of 
confpirators, while the oath of allegiance is overlooked !•— 
Sir, had you faid, that it was ne cellar y to take proper pre- 
cautions for your fecurity, that wretches pretending to the power 
of life and death might not aflaflinate you, nothing could be 
more natural ; take your precautions while informing the pub- 
lic magiftrate, but do not come and give us as an excufe your 
fidelity to an oat It, which in itfclf is nothing lefs than a per- 
jury to the (late. 

Notwithftanding, however, the reproach juftly merited by 
this adept, his tettimony is not to be neglected, fince he has 
fent his name to the editors of the Eudemonia, a journal 
printed at Franckfort on the Mein^ and highly deferring of 
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* Divers principles," continues the author, a thrown 
u out in the preceding degrees might in fome meafure 
u point out the objeft the ftft had in view." Certainly 
nothing could be better grounded than fuch a funniic 
—Nature, fo often united with God, rcprefented aftive 
like God, following, with the fame immcnfity of pow- 
er, the fame wifdom as God, the courfe which it had 
traced ; a hundred fuch expreflions in the mouth of 
the Hierophant evidently indicated, that the God of 
"Weilhaupt was that of Spinofa ot Lucretius, no other 
than matter and the univerfe ; in fine, the God of Athe- 
ifm. Let the Sieur D'Alembert aflert, that nothing 
can be more oppofite to Atheifm than Spinofifm \* ot 
let Spinofa lay, that, fo far from being an Aiheift, he 
converts every thing into God ; will fuch an excufe 
raife pity or indignation in the reader ? To deny that 
there is any other God than the world, is evidently 
denying the only being that can juftly be called God. 
It is laughing at men, to wi{h to make them believe, 
that the perion is preserved becaufe they do not dare 
deftroy tne name, at the very time that the name of 
God is only ufed as an agent for the annihilation of 
every idea of a Deity. 

I think I have fufficiently demonftratcd, that the 
firft object of thefe grand myfteries of Illuminifm., 
prepared with fo much art and cunning, is no other 
than to plunge the adepts into a monftrous Atheifm, 
to perfuade all nations that religion is but an invention 
of ambitious impoftors, and that to deliver nadoi^s 
from this defpotilm of impofture, and recover the fa- 
mous rights of man, Liberty and Equality, they muft 
begin by annihilating every religion, every worfhip, 
every altar, and ceafe to believe in a God. 

Let us continue the declaration of Biederman, and We Man 
the object of the laft part of the myfteries (or the de- ^^J* 
gree of the Man King) will be equally clear. iSegu * 

encouragement for the vigour with which the editors combat 
the Illuminees. Their writings have frequently corroborated 
materials that 1 had received from Auftria and Bavaria, which 
gives me great confidence in the refearches 1 have made. 

• Panegyric of Mobtefquieu. 

Vol. III. Y a 
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"The fecond degree of the grand myfteries," he 
fays, " called the Man King, teaches that every in- 
u habitant of the country or town, every father of a 
44 family, is fovereign, as men formerly were in the 
u times of the patriarchal life, to which mankind is 
" once more to be carried backj that, in confequence, 
" all authority and all magiftracy mull be deftroyed. 
44 — I have read thefe two degrees, and have palled 
" through all thofe of the Order."t 

How well authenticated foever this teftimony ma/ 
be, ftill one is loth to think that there could hav* ex- 
ifted men at once fo abfurd and fo wicked as to take 
fuch exquifite pains to educate their adepts merely to 
addrefs them in the end to the following purpofe : 
41 All that we have done for you hitherto was only to 
" prepare you to co-operate with us in the annihilation 
44 of all Magiftracy, all Governments, all Laws, and 
4€ all Civil Society ; of every Republic and even De- 
'" mocracy, as well as of every Ariftocracy or Monar- 
44 chy— It all tended to infufe into you and make you 
« infenlibly imbibe that which we plainly tell you at 
44 prefent~-AH men are equal and free, this is their 
" imprefcriptible right ; but it is not only under the 
44 dominion of Kings that you are deprived of the ex* 
'** ercife of thefe rights. They are annulled wherever 
44 man recognizes any other law th&n his own will. 
ft We have frequently fpoken of Defpotifm and of 
44 Tyranny ; but they are not confined to an Arifto- 
* cracy or a Monarchy : Defpotifm and Tyranny as 
u eflentially refidc ih the Democratic fovereignty of 
44 the people, or in the legiflative people, as in the 
" legiflative King. What right has that people to 
44 fubjeft me and the minority to the decrees of its 
44 majority ? Are fuch the rights of nature ? Did the 
41 fovereign or legiflative people exift any more than 
44 Kings or Ariftocratic Legiflators at that period when 
44 man enjoyed his natural Liberty and Equality ?— 
" Here then are our myfteries— All that we have faid 

f Dcr zwcyte, Rex gennant, khrt dafs jedcr Haiier, Burger rihd 
hauMter cin fwerain fey, wie in dem ^atriarchalifchcn leben, auf itfel- 
ches die Icute wcidcr ziiruck-gebracht werden miiften, gewefen fey ; 
und daf» folglich allc obrigkeit wegfeQcn maflt— Dicfe beyden graden 
habc auch ich, der ieh in dem orden allcs dunchgegangen bin, felibft 
gclefcn. liid. 
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* to you of Tyrants and Defpots, was only dcfigncd in* 
u fcnfibly to lead you to what wc had to impart con- 
" ceming the defpotifm and Tyranny of the people 
u th&nfelves. Democratic governments are not more 
u confonant with nature than any others. If you afk, 
« How it will be poflible for men aflenlbled in towns 
xt to \iv6 in future without laws, magiftrates, or con* 
X€ ftituted authorities,— the anfwer is clear, Defert your 
u towns and villages, and fire your houfes. Did men 
u build hoOfes, villages, or towns in the days of the 
%t Patriarchs ? TTiey were all equal and free ; the earth 
" belonged to them all, each had an equal right, and 
x( lived where he cbfcfe. Their country was the world, 
€i and they were not confined to England or Spain, t6 
t€ France or Germany ; their country was the whole 
€t earth, and not a Monarchy or petty Republic in 
€< fome corner of it. Be equal and tree, and you will 
u be cofmopolites or citizens of the world. Could you 

* but appreciate Equality and Liberty as you ought, 
" you would view with indifference Rome, Vienna, Pa- 
T < ris, London, or Conftantinople in flames, or any of 
u thofe towns, boroughs, or villages which you call your 
u country ^-Friend and Brother, fuch is the grand Te- 
" cret which we reserved for our Myfteries ! ! !" 

It is painful indeed to believe, that ftupidity, pride, 
and wickednefs, fhould have thus combined to prepare 
adepts, who, attending Weifhaupt's Myfteries, could 
tfiiftake them for the Oracles of true Wifdom and 
tranfeendant Philofophy. How may Jacobins and thofe 

f>retetided patriots of Democracy blufh, when they 
earn the real objeft of the Seft which dircfts their 
actions ; when they learn that they have only been die 
tools of a Seft whofe ultimate object is to overturn 
even their Democratic Constitutions !— But in attribut- 
ing fuch language to the Hierophant of the laft Myfte- 
ries, what more have I faid than the Illuminizing Le- 
yriflator has already declared ! What other can be the 
meaning of his Patriarchal or of his Nomade or roam- 
ing life j of thofe vagabond clans, or of man ftill in Bythefere- 
the favage ftate >* What Democracy even could con- 1^ 

Cft with the Patriarchal life or the vagabond clans? 

Where is the aeceflity for attending the laft Myfteries, 

• Original Writiflg«, VoL II, Let. xo, to Cato. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



j 5 8 THfi ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

to learn from the Se& itfelf the extent of their con* 
^piracies ? We have feen Weiftiaupt curfing that day 
as one of the moft difaftrous for mankind, when, unit* 
ing themfelves in civil fociety, they inftituted Laws 
and Governments, and firft formed nations and people. 
We have feen him depreciate nations and the national 
fpirit as the grand fource of- Egotifm ; call down ven- 
geance on the laws, on the rights of nations as incom- 
patible with the laws and rights of nature. What 
elfe can the Seft mean by faying, that nations /hail 
difappear from the face of the earth, than the annihila- 
tion of all civil or national fociety ? Why thofe blaf- 
{>hemics againft the love of one's country, if not to per* 
iiade the adepts to acknowledge none ?— Have we not 
heard the Hierophant teaching that true morality con- 
fifted in the art of cafting Princes and Governors afulc 
and of governing one > s Jelfi that the red original fin 
in mankind was their uniting under the laws of civil 
fociety ; that their redemption could be accompliftied 
only by the abolition of this civil (late > And when his 
frantic hatred againft all government exalts his imagi- 
nation, does he not cnthufiaftically exclaim, Let the 
laughers laugh, the f offers feoff; /till the day v)iUcome % 
when Princes and Nations flmll difappear from the face 
of the earth ; a time when each man /hall recognize no 
other law but that of his reafon ? Nor does he hefitate 
to fay, that this foall be the grand work of Secret 
Societies, They are to reinftate man in his rights of 
Equality and Liberty, in an independence of every law 
but that of his reafon. Such he formally declares to 
be one of the grand myfteries of his llluminifm ;* and 
can the reader quietly fit down and think that all thefe 
declarations of the author of llluminifm, who mud 
be fupcrior to his Myfteries, have not the abfolute ruin 
of every law, government, and civil fociety in view I 
Has he not feen the Seft anticipating thofe objeftions 
which evidence might have fuggefted againft fyftems 
ftill more wicked than ftupid ; forewarning the adepts, 
that independence once more reftored among men, it 
was not to meet the fame fate it formerly had, and 
was never to be loft again ;— teaching that mankind, 
having acquired wifdom by its difafters, will refcmblc 

* See the Degree of Epopt. 
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a man corrected of his errors by long experience, and 
who carefully avoids thofe faults which were the caufe 
of his paft misfortunes? Has not the reader heard 
him proclaim to his eleft, that this independence once 
recovered, the empire of the laws and all civil fociety 
would ceafe ; and will he (till continue to difbelieve 
the exiftence of the moll deliberate and mod danger- 
ous Confpiracy that ever was formed againft fociety ! 

Should any of my readers be weak enough to be 
feduced by the imaginary fweets of a patriarchal life, 
fo artfully promifed by Wcifhaupt, let them receive 
the explanation of that life from thefc pretended 
Apoftles of Nature. 

At my outfet I did not only declare, that the de- 
ftrucYion of civil fociety was the objedt of their views; 
I did not confine myfelf to faying, that ftiould Jaco- 
binifm triumph every Religion and every Government 
would be overthrown ; but I added, that to whatever 
rank in fociety you may belong, yoitr itches and your 
fields, your houfes and your cottages, even your very 
ivhws and children would be torn from you. % I alfo re- 
jected fanaticifm and enthufiafm in my own and my 
reader's name. I have faid it, and, adopting the fim- 
pleft conftruftion, do not proofs of the moft extenfive 
plots croud upon us from the very leflbns of the Seel ? 
Can common fenfe, nay can the ftrongeft prejudice, 
refufe to admit fuch powerful evidence ? 

Let him who mav wiih to preferve his field, his Wottofthc 
houfc, or the fmalleft part of his property, under this Sea againft 

f>atriarchal Jife, go back to the lejjer Myjieries ; there ** 0P " TT * 
et him hear the Hierophant teaching the adept, that 
it would have been happy for man, " Had he known 
" how to preferve himfelf in the primitive ftate in 
" which nature had placed him !— But foon the un- 
" happy germ developed itfelf in his heart, and reft 
il and happinefs difappeared. As families multiplied, 
u the neceffary means of fubfiftence began to fail. The 
41 Nomade or roaming life ctafed ; Property began; Men 
" chofc fixed haMtations ; Agriculture brought them to- 
u gcther." What were in the eyes of the Scft the 
dreadful confequences of this deviation from the No* 
Wade or Patriarchal life ?— Why the Hierophant haft- 
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ens to tell us, Liberty was ruined in its foundations, and 
Equality difippeared. This Patriarchal or Nomade life 
is then no other than that which preceded property f 
the building of fixed habitations, of houfes, cottages, 
or th: cultivation of your fieUs. It was this beginning 
of property therefore, the building of ftabitations, the 
cultivation of lands,^vhich ftruck the firft mortal blow 
at Equality and Liberty. Should any one wifti to 
return to the Patriarchal or Nomade life with fuch 
wretches as thefe apofties of Liberty and Equality, let 
him begin by renouncing his property ; let him aban- 
don his houie and his field ; let him, in unifon with the 
Sec% declare, that the firft Wafphemy which was utter- 
ed againft Equality and Liberty was by the man who 
firft laid my field, my houfe, my property. 

It muft be voluntary blindnefs, indeed, in the man 
who will not fee the hatred conceived and the Confpi- 
racies entered into by the Sed againft titles or pre- 
tenfions to, nay againft the very cxiftence of property. 
It will acknowleoge none, nor can it in any lhape be 
compatible with their explanations of Equality and Li- 
berty, or with that primitive ftate of nature which no 
more entitles you or me to the poffeflion of this gold 
or filver, or that field, than it does a third perfon. 

Here it is not (imply the queftion of eftablifhing 
the Agrarian Laws, where lands, riches, and other 
properties are to be equally diftributed among all ; it 
is not fimply to abolifli the diftincYion of rich and 
poor ; no, every property is to be deftroyed, that of 
the poor like that of the rich. The firft man who 
was weary of the Nomade, roaming, vagabond, and 
favage life, built a cot and not a palace. The firft 
who furrowed the earth was in qucft of bread and not 
of gold ; but he neverthelefs, according to the princi- 
ples of the Seft, was the man who ftruck the firft 
deadly blow at Equality and Liberty. Poor or rich 
man then, according to the do&rine of the Seel, the 
field you have recovered from the wafte, and that 
you have cultivated, belongs to me equally as to you, 
or elfe to nobody; I, though idle and inactive, am 
entitled to the fruit of your labours ; I have a right to 
(hare thofe fruits which you have raifed on the land 
which I left uncultured. Does not Equality difappear, 
whether it be a poor or rich man who (hall pretend 
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. to be entitled to or fay this field is mine, I have that 
property ? If the poor man has a title to his proper- 
ty, has not the rich man alfo one ? Treafurcs and 
palaces are no more property than the cot or cottage. 
Here an Illumince fpies want, there abundance ; Equa- 
lity and Liberty are every where jbaniftud ; Dcfpotifm 
or Slavery is univerfal. Neverthelefs, Liberty and 
Equality in his eyes are the rights of nature, and he 
beholds them mortally wounded on the firft appear- 
ance of property, when man became ftationary. Poor 
or rich, you all imbrued your hands in this foul aflafli- 
nation of Equality and Liberty when you pretended to 
p roperty ; from that inftant you are both involved 
in the curfe pronounced in the myfteries ; you arc both 
objects of the Confpiracies of the Sect from the firft 
inftant that you dared aflert your right to your habi- 
tations whether cots or palaces, to your properties, 
whether fields or domains. But thefc cannot be the 
whole of the fecrets ; they are only thofe of the lefler 
myfteries. Weifliaupt has revealed them to his Epopts ; 
he referves the grander fecrets for his Mage and Man* 
King ; then let any man rich or poor harbour, if he 
can, a hope of feeing the Seft refpect his» property. 
Or rather let him behold the Se<ft at prcfent pillaging 
the rich in favour of the poor. The laft myfteries or 
■ultimate confpiracy will take place ; and then the poor 
-man will learn, that if Illuininifm begins by pillaging 
the rich, it is only to teach him that he is no better 
entitled to his property than the rich man was, and 
that the time is near when he wiH alfo be pillaged and 
fall a victim to the curfe which has been pronounced 
againft every proprietor. 

The progrefs of this Sophifm is worthy of remark. 
If we judge by itt prefent growth, what a gigantic 
form will it afllime for pofterity ! The Geneveie So- 
phiftcr of Liberty and Equality, anticipating the mo* 
dern Spartacus, had already dogmatically afferted, 
" That the man who, having enclofed a piece of 
" ground, firft took upon himtelf to fay this is mine, 
" and found beings fimple enough to believe him y was 
41 the true founder of civil fociety." He then conti- 
" nues :— " What crimes, what wars, what murders, 
" what miferies, wliat horrors would that man have 
Vol. III. Z 
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w foared mankind, who, tearing down the fences of 
u filling up the ditches of this new enclofure, had cal- 
u led out to his equals, beware of hearkening to this 
*' impoftor, you are ruined if ever you forget that the 
" fruits belong to all, though the land belongs to none**" 
How many crimes and fpoliations would Roufleau 
have fpared the French Revolution, if, contemning fo 
difaflrous a paradox, he had faid with more judgment 
. and veracity, " The firft man who enclofed a piece of 
land and took upon himfelf to fay, this belongs to no- 
body, I will cultivate it, and from fterile it fhall be- 
come fertile ; I will follow the courfe which nature 
fhall point out to me, to raife fuftenance for me, my 
wife and children, and this land will become my pro- 
petty* The God of nature, who as yet has given it 
to nobody, offers and will give it to him who fhall 
firft cultivate it in reward for his labour.— The firft 
man who held fuch language, feconding the views of 
nature, and meeting with beings wife enough to imi- 
tate him, was the true benefaclor of mankind. He 
taught his children and his equals, that they were not 
made to difpute the wild fruits of the earth one with 
another* nor with the favage beafts of the foreft : no, 
he taught them, that there exifted focial and domeftic 
virtues far preferable to the roaming and often fero- 
cious life of the Notnades. His pofterity was blefled, 
liis generations were multiplied. If it was not in hit 

Sower to avert all the evils, he at leaft deftroyed the 
rft of them, that fterility which (tinted the very 
growth of life and drove the fcanty population of the 
earth into the forefts like wild beafts, and too often 
ailimilated them to the lion or the tiger, to whom 
they frequently fell a prey. 

Had the Sophiftcr of Geneva held this language, he 
would not have expofed himfelf to the ignominy of 
being the precurfor of Weifliaupt.— But human imbe- 
cility has lavilhed its praifes on this paradox, and have 
decorated it with the name of Philofpphy ! The Ba* 
varian Sophifter adopts the dodlrine of Roufleau, and 
the delirium of pride has only refined on the phrenzy 
of wickedhefs. That which in the mouth of the mat 
tcr had been but a paradox in fupport of the wildeft 

* Eifcourfc on the inequality of iUtionc, Vol II. 
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independence, becomes in the fcholar (without divert- 
ing itfelf of its folly) the blacked of confpiracies. 

It is now too late to fay, that thofe were the wild 
chimeras of the Sophifters ; at prefcnt we are com- 
pelled to fay, fuch are the plots contriving againft all 
and each one's property, plots which have been aw- 
fully illuftrated by the fpoliadon of the Church, of the 
Nobility, of the Merchants, and of all rich proprietors 
-~-Let them be called chimeras if you. are fo determin- 
ed ; but remember, that they are the chimeras of 
Weifhaupt, of the genius of confpiring brigands, of a 
genius the mod fertile in fophifms and artiface for the 
execution of thofe plans luppofed to be chirticricaL 
What Jean Jaques teaches his Sophifters, the modern 
Spartacus ii\nifes into his Illuminized legions, Tte fruits 
belong to all, the land to none. He farther ftates in his 
dark receffes, When property began, Equality and LU 
berty disappeared ; and it is in the name of this Equa- 
lity and of this liberty that he confpires, that be in- 
vites his confpirators to rcftore mankind to the patri- 
archal or wandering life. 

Let not the reader be impofed upon by- the term Againft 
patriarchal life. The illuminizing Hieropham fpcaks J**?™? 1 
of Abraham and of the patriarchs, of the father priejl « rtbont T* 
and kmgy fble fovereign over his family. He is not to 
expeft to fee the father furrounded by his children, 
txerdfing the fweeteft of all dominions, and each child, 
docile to the dictates of nature, revering the orders 
and anticipating the will of a beloved father. No ^ . 
this 6mpire is as imaginary as his prieftbood. We 
have feen in the degree of Mage, that the illuminized 
patriarch can no more pretend to the acknowledgment 
of a God than can an Atheift. We mud then begin 
by withdrawing from the patriarchal life that intercft- 
ing fight of the father offering up to heaven the pray- 
ers of his children, facrificlng in their name, and extar- 
cifing in the midft of them the fbndions of the pried 
of the living God. fy the next degree of the myfc. 
teries all his dominion over his children is to difappear, 
as his priedhood has already done. Nor was I afraid 
to aflert in the beginning of this work, If Jacobinifm 
triumps—your very children fhdl be torn from you. I 
Bow repeat it ; all this pretended fovercignty of the 

Vol. in. z z 
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father is but a confpiracy againft the paternal auth ori- 
ty. The proofs are extant in the codes of the feft. 

Here again is Weifhaupt deprived of the glory of 
the invention. Rouffcau and the Encyclopetnfts had 
long (ince told us, that the authority of the father ceafid 
•with the wants of the foit; this was one of their princi- 
ples of rebellion. The man who invented his Illumi- 
nifm only to covert it into the common fewer of every 
antUchrittian and antifocial error, could not leave your 
children in the dark as to tbefe leffons of indepen- 
dence, though under the fanctuary of the paternal 
roof; nor with refpect to the pretended right of go- 
verning themfelves, and of acknowledging no other 
law than that of their reafon, as foon as they were 
ftrong enough to difobcy, or no longer needed your 
ailiftance. Tell the ilhimmizing Hierophaut, that your 
'children belong to you ; it wiU be ufelefs, for he has 
already anfwercd, " The paternal authority ceafes with 
u the wants of the children ; the father would wrong his 
il children, fhould he pretend to any authority over them 
« after that petiod." This is but a principle laid down 
in the lclfcr myfteries. Follow up the confequences, 
or rather leave it to the revolution to develop fuch a 
principle. The reader will foon fee to what this au- 
thority of the father is reduced. Scarcely can the 
child lifp the words Liberty and Equality, or that of 
Reafon, when the commands of his parents become 
the mod horrid defpotifm, oppreflion, and tyranny. — 
Nor is the patriarchal fovereign to expect any more 
* affection than obedience from his fubje&s or his chil- 
dren. In imparting the doctrines of Liberty and 
Equality, the Hierophaut had taught them to blaf- 
pheme the love of one's family even ftill more than 
the national love, or the love of one's country % as being 
the more direct and immediate principle of the moft 
difoftrous Egotifin. Let the father then enquire by 
what bonds his children ftill remain united to him, or 
how they arc fubjected to him, when, without fear, 
they may openly reiift his patriarchal power as foon as 
their feeble arms have acquired fufficient ftrength to 
rather the fruits wiiich were to fcrve them as food. 
No, this heliilh feet acknowledges no ties. AH thofc 
of nature, as well as thofe of government or religion^ 
were to be diilulved in Wtilhaupt's laft myfteries^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. x 6$ 

The child, like the favage tyger of the foreft, was to 
abandon his parents when ftrong enough to go alone 
in quell of his prey. And this is what the \c& calls 
reftoring man to his primitive ftate of nature, to the 
patriarchal life, to thofe days when filial piety com- 
pensated for all the neceflary laws of civil fociety. 
its, it is by the mod abandoned depravation of all 
morals, by the extin&ion of the pureft and jufteft fen- 
timents ot nature, that thefe confpirators confummate 
their laft myfteries. In the name of Liberty and 
Equality they abjure the love and authority of their 
country ; in that name they curfe the authority and 
love of their own family. 

As I proceed in revealing thefe plots, I know not 
whether the reader does not frequently afk himfclf, 
What then can thefe men want? Have they not fortunes 
to preferve in our ftate of fociety? Have they not chil- 
dren in their families ? Can they be confpiring againft 
themfelves ? or, are they ignorant that their conlpira- 
cies will fall back upon themfelves ?— Thofc who can 
propofe fuch qucftions are little acquainted with the 
cnthufiafm of error when inflated by the fpirit of inde- 
pendence and pride, of impiety and jealoufy. They 
have not, like us, heard the cant of the heroes, demi- 
heroes, and fans-culottes of the revolution— They will 
be equal and free ; they will it above all things.— It 
mud cod them many facrifices, but they are ready to 
make them— They will lofe their fortunes in the pur- 
fuit, but you will not preferve yours— He that ferved 
will become the equal, nor will he recognize either 
God or man above him.— Have we not feen the prince 
of the fallen angels exclaiming in his pride, 

—Here at lead 
We ihall be free \— 

Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice, 
To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell : 
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heaven. 

It is not to one of Weifliaupt's adepts that the ties 
of iwture are to be obje&s. He muft be hecdlcfs of 
the duty he owes to his parents as of the affc&ion due 
to his children, or the baleful confequences of the myf. 
teries cannot affect him. Can the reader have forgot- 
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ten the precept laid down for the Infmuators or Re* 
cruiters?—The principles; look always to the principles, 
never to the confequences. Or, in other words, ftrenu- 
oufly fupport and infift upon thefe great principles of 
Liberty and Equality; never be frightened or flopped by 
the confequences, however difaftrous they may appear. 
Thefe wretches, blinded by their pride, do not know, 
then, that one fingle coniequence proved to be falfe, 
contrary to nature, or hurtrul to mankind, is a fuffi- 
cient demonftration that both nature and truth hold 
the principle in deteftation as the prime mover of 
thefe difafters. Thefe madmen, with all the confi- 
dence of an atheiflical Condorcet, when once become 
the adepts of Weifhaupt, will exclaim even in the very 
tribune of the National Ailembly, Perifh the unherfe, 
but may the principle remain / They will not fee, that 
s this principle of Liberty and Equality, devaftating hu- 

man nature, cannot be a Liberty and Equality conge- 
nial to mankind. Thefe unhappy men fall vi&ims, 
perifhing under the axe of thefe diforganizing prin- 
ciples, and fpend their laft breath in crying, Liberty 
mid Equality for ever. No ; they are all ignorant of 
the power of error ftimulated by pride, who could 
think of counteracting the plots of the feft by the cries 
of nature, or even by the felf-intereft of the illuminized 
adept.*-They have not fufficiently comprehended thp 
artifice with which the Hierophant infinuates, vivifies, 
and Inflames the enthufiaftic zeal of his adepts. 

The reader may reft afTured, that vilkny never 
(lumbers; it watches inceffantly the opportunity for 
the completion of its views. It will perluade the im- 
becile adept, that all his wants are to difappear on the 
cftablifhrnent of the reign of Liberty and Equality ; 
that he will be as free from wants as the favage ; that 
Nature (hall nro vide for them ; and this heedlefs adept 
thirds after luch an Equality. If the adept ruffian be 
taught that the fruits belong to all, though the land to 
none, he will eafily find means of obtaining his 
fhare. 

But am I really thinking of reconciling the adepts 
with their plots ? What is it to them whether you fee 
any agreement between them or not ? Villany, we all 
know, is replete with contradictions ; but is it the lefi 
wicked pn that account, or are its crimes ltfs real? 
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In vain would the reader objeft and fay, What cari 
thefe men want with their monftrous Equality, with 
their plots againft our civil laws, our title to even the 
very name of property? Muft we then, to pleafe 
them, abandon our habitations ; muft we renounce all 
arts and fciences, and end with burning our cities, 
towns and villages, to follow them in herds like the 
lavage and nomade clans I Are half the inhabitants of 
the globe to be Qaughteredj the better to fcatter thefe 
roaming herds i What can be the objeft of thofc arts 
and fciences, and particularly of thofe Minerval acade- 
mies of Illuminifm ? ; Can it be for the propagation of 
fcience, or the involving mankind again in the difat 
ters of barbarifm, that all this parade of fcience is 
made? Can thefe Illuminees refemble the Goths, Huns, 
or Vandals ? And is Europe once more threatened with 
an inundation of barbarians like thofe which formerly 
(allied from the North ?— In anfwering fuch queftions 
the reader may expeft that I would put certain reftrrc- 
tions on the views of the fed 1 Nothing like a reftric- 
tion or qualification. No ; you muft renounce all the 
arts, all the fciences ; you muft begin by firing your ha- 
bitations, not only your palaces, but your cities, towns, 
and villages, Jn fliort all your fixed habitations, unlefs 
you (top the diforganizing career of the feft. Yes, 
wherever its legions {hall be at liberty to aft and ac- 
complifli the grand objeft of the feft, there you may 
expeft to fee thofe fcenes of plunder, rapine, and devat 
ration, which heretofore traced the awful progrefs of 
the Huns, Goths, or Vandals; aud this inference is fairly 
drawn from the very code of the left. 

Has not the reader heard the Hierophant infinuating 
the defigns of the feft upon the arts and fciences? 
Has he not taught the adept to anfwer, when alked 
what misfortunes reduced human nature to flavfcry, 
that it was civil focietv, the Jlate, governments, and 
fciences ? Has he not neard him exclaim, When fhall 
the day come when, the clod of tifclefs fciences bonified 
from the earth, man (hall recognize no other but the 
favage or nomade ftatc, and which die feft ftyles pa- 
triarchal, primitive, natural ? Has he not declared, that 
the happinefs and glory of the feft would be at its 
zenith, when, beholding thofe happy days, it could fay, 
This is our work ? (H'cnn die befchleunigung diefer pc- 
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riode, unfir iverk ift?*) Are we to be duped by the 
name of Minerva! Academies, with which the fed de- 
corates its fchools ? Can we obferve there any other 
ftudy than that of applying the fcienccs to the fubverfion 
of fcience, as well as to the total annihilation of all 
religion or fociety, when we remark the anxiety with 
which the fed puts the following queftions to the adept 
on his coming out of thefe academies, wHhing to know 
what jjrogrels he has made in its principles before he 
is admitted to the illuminis&ed priefthood : 

" Do the general and common fciences to which 
a men apply mfufe real light ? Do they lead to true 
" happinefs ? Are they not rather the offspring of va- 
u negated wants, or of the anti-natural ltate in which 
a men cxift ? Are they not the invention of crazy 
" brains laborioufly fubtile l"\ The reader has heard 
thefe queftions, he has heard die feft blafpheme fci* 
ence, and will he (till believe that Illuminifm recog- 
nizes any other fciences but thofe of the man-favage 
equal and free, roaming in the forefts? Have not the 
revolutionary devaftations, the multitude of monument* 
fallen beneath the hatchet of the Jacobin brigand> aU 
ready demonftrated the frantic hatred of the modent 
Vandals ? But the myfteries elucidate this enigma m 
a clearer manner. 

Reader, give vent to your indignation. Afk again, 
What can this Weifhaupt be ? What arc thefe adepts 
*>f Illuminifm ? Treat them as barbarians, as Huns, or 
Oftrogoths; but fee him fmiling at your contempt, 
and teaching his adepts to honour themfefves by imi- 
tating, and glory in the hope of hereafter furpaffing, 
the difaftrous devaftations of thofe barbarians.- * ■ ■■ 
Do you know in what light the illuminizing legiflator 
views thefe northern clans fallying from their forefts 
and defolating the moft flourifliing countries of Eu- 
rope, firing its towns, beating down its empires, and 
ftrewing the earth with ruins? He complacently be- 
holds die precious remains of the patriarchal race, the 
true offspring of Nature ; it is with their hatchets that 

* See above, the Prince ffluminee. 

f Befordern die eemetne wiflenfehaften wsrhaite aufklarung, wahre 
menfchliche glucldeligkeit ; odcr find fie viclmehr kinder der noth, def 
*erfielfaltigten bediirmifle, des wicdernaturlichen zuftandes erfindungefl 
fpkzfiodiger eitltr kopfe I 
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be means to rtgeherate mankind, and fliape them out 
to the views of the fed. I did not note the leflbns 
of the Hierophant on this fubjeft, when lefturing the 
future Epopt.— -Here the account which Weiftaupt 
gives of thefe clans, when he pretends to hiftorMy hu- 
man nature, at tliat epoch marked in the annals of Eu- 
rope as a fcourge, and called the inundation of the 
barbarians. Here is bis defcription : 

At that period, when all Europe had fallen a prey to 
corruption, a Nature, which had prcferved the true 
u race of men in its original vigour and purity, came 
u to the affiftance of mankind. From diftant, but 
u poor and fterile countries, (he calls tliofe favage na* 
a tions and fends them into the regions of luxury and 
u voluptuoufncfs to infufe new life into the enervated 
H {pecies of the fouth 5 and with new laws and morafe 
" to reftore that vigour to human nature which flou- 
u rifhed until an ill-cxtinguiflied germ of corruption 
" infected even that portion of mankind which origi- 
u nally arrived in fo pure a date,'* or thofe barbarians 
the pretended regenerators of Europe fent by Nature. 

Such are the encomiums laviftiea by the feft on the 
Goths and Vandals. You thought it would be offends 
ing this illuminized tribe to compare them to barba- v 
rians; whereas they glory in the companion. Hiftory 
has defcribed thefe northern clans as carrying every 
where fire and fword, as ravaging countries, firing 
towns, deftroying the monuments of the arts, depopu* 
lating empires ; their courfe is to be traced by ruins 
and waftes, and in their train appear ignorance and 
the iron age. But in the eyes of the adept this is not 
the exceptionable part of their conduct ; on the con- 
trary, it was by fuch means that thev were to regene- 
rate mankind, and fecond the grand ob)e& of nature. 
Thefe barbarians leave the regeneration in an imperfect 
ftate ; in time they adopt our ufages and manners ; 
they are civilized ; the plains rife once more in fertile 
trops ; fociety is re*eftablifhed ; fcience returns ; the 
arts flooriQi under the protection of the laws ; towns 
are re-peopled; the fivage and primitive race, con- 
founded among the citizens, as fubjecled to the fame 
laws, and governments acquire their priftine luftre. 
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Here, in the eyes of the adept, is the grand crime of 
thefe barbarians ; the Hierophant, deploring their fail, 
exclaims, " Oh had there remained any {ages among 
" them happy enough to have prefcrved themfelves 
" from the contagion, how would they figh after, and 
u ardently wifli to return to the former abodes of their 
u anceftors, there again to enjoy their former plea» 
u fures on the banks of a rivulet, under the (hade of a 
H tree laden with fruit, by the fide of the objcft of 
11 their affe&ions ! It was then that they conceived the 
u high value of Liberty, and the greatnefs of die fault 
" they had committed in placing too much power in 
" the hands of one man— It was then that the want of 
" Liberty made them fcnfible of their fall, and feek 
€€ means of foftcning the rigour of Slavery ;— but even 
" then their efforts were only aimed againft the tyrant, 
€i and not againft tyranny." 

It is thus that the iniidious and declaiming Sophifter, 
but able Confpirator, leads the adept through the la* 
byrinth of his lefler myfteries, not barely to imitate 
thefe barbarians, but to furpafs their devouring rage, 
by conftancy, perfeverance, and the perpetuation of 
their devaftations. Thus are to be explained all thole 
queilions on the danger of reconquering Equality and 
Ltierty only to lofe them again. Hence thofe exhor- 
tations " to unite and fupport each other ; to increafe 
" their numbers ; and to begin by becoming powerful 
" and terrible— You have already done it, for the muU 
" titude fides with you— The wicked, who fear you, 
u feek prote&ion beneath your banners— Henceforward 
" your ftrength will be fufficient to bind the remainder 
" of mankind, fubjugate them, and ftifle vice in its 
" origin."* 

Such will be the explanation of the revolutionary 
rage and madnefs which has levelled beneath its blows 
fuch a multitude of majcftic and invaluable monuments 
of the arts and ftiences— The cry of indignation riling 
from every clafs fufpends for a moment the fanguinary 
crimes of the Jacobin Vandal, and he even pretends to 
weep.— Waif, and the laft myfteries (hall be accom- 
pliihed : wait, and you fliall lee the awful bodings of 

* Nun feyd ihr ftark genug den noch ubrigen reft die hande zu 
b ; nden, fie zu unterwerfen, uad die bo&eit chcr in ihrcm keime ztt 
orfticken. 
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the Hierophant fulfilled, and with fire and fword fhall 
he annihilate your laws, your fciences and arts, and 
erafe your towns and habitations. 

Here in particular is to be found the origin of that 
revolutionary ferocity, that third of blood, thofe infa- 
tiable profcriptions, thofe inceffant -executions, and fi- 
nally thofe banifhments more artfully cruel than the 
relentlefs guillotine. Yes, the time draws near when 
they (hall bind the hands, fubjugntc, arid crufh in their 
origin, what the Seft calls the wicked, or, in other 
words, all who are proof againft their vile efforts ; the 
time for fubju%atin£ and dejiroyin* every citizen zeal- 
ous in the cade of Religion, or wifhing to fupport the 
laws, civil fociety, or property. Like Huns and Van- 
dals* the Seft has begun its career; but it will carefully 
avoid terminating it like them ; the devaluations of its 
followers (hall be perpetuated, and they will be^Van- 
dals to the laft, until Religion, property, and thelaws 
ihall be irrecoverably loft. Such atrocious plots are 
only the confequences of the leffer myfteries ; but truft 
the author of the Seft, the modern Spartacus, for the 
farther development of them. Has he not told you, 
that his lad myfteries were but the confequences, a 
clearer and more abfolute exposition of the foregoing 
fecrets of the Order ? He informed you, that nations, 
together with their laws and focial inftitutions, fhall 
vani(h, and that they ihall difappear before the all- 
powerful arm of his adepts, or his modern Vandals. 
What new fecret then remains to be difcovcred, unlefs 
it be that no time (hall blunt the fword or flack the 
unrelenting fury of his prolelytcs ; that they fhall per- 
fevere until the end of time in their Vandalifm, left 
Religion, fociety, fcience, arts, the love of their coun- 
try, and refpeft for property, fhould ftioot forth again, 
and overftiadow the venemous growth of his Illumi- 
nized Liberty and Equality ? 

But Spartacus is not to be contented with thefe laft 
ecrets of the Confpiracy j his pride cannot endure that 
others fhould ufurp the glory of the invention. Hi-* 
therto we have feen him play upon the credulity of 
his adepts, inflame their zeal, and acquire their refpeft 
by the pretended antiquity of his Order ; and fuccef-. 
fively attribute the honour of inftituting his myfteries, 

Yok III. Aa; 
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t6 the children of the Patriarchs, the Sages, even to 
the God of Chriftianity, and to the founders of the 
Mafonic Lodges* But now the time is come when the 
adept, initiated in the higher myfteries, is fuppofed to 
be fufficiently enthufiaftic in his admiration of die Or- 
der for the chiefs no longer to fear to difihje the real 
bijtory §f IUuminifm.* ' Here they inform him, that 
this fccret fociety, which fo artfully led him from 
myftery to myftery, which has with fuch perfevering 
induftry rooted from his heart every principle of Re- 
ligion, all falfe ideas of love of the country or affec- 
tion for his family, all pretenfions to property, to the 
excluiive right to riches, or to the fruits of the earth ; 
this fociety, which took fuch pains to demonftrate the 
tyranny ami defpotifm of all that he calls the laws of 
empires ; this fociety, which has declared him free, 
and teaches him that he has no fovereign but himfelfi 
no rights to refpeft in others, but thofe of perfeft 
Equality, of abfolute Liberty, and of the moil entire 
independence ; this fociety is not the offspring of an 
ignorant and iuperftitious antiquity, it is that of mo- 
dern philofophy, in a word, it is of our own inven- 
tion. The true father of t IUumitiiJm is no other than 
Spartacus Weishavpt. 

We may alio perceive by many of Weiflmupt's letr 
ters, that this latter part of the lecret, which attribut- 
ed to him the whole honour of the invention, always 
remained a myftery to the greater part of his Mages 
and Men-Kings. Thofe alone who, under the title of 
Areopagites, formed the grand council of the Order, 
were to be made acquainted with the real chief and 
founder, except in certain cafes where an adept was 
judged worthy of fo diftinguiftied a mark of confi- 
deiice.f Whatever merit the adept might boaft, Weif- 
haupt knew no higher recompence than to tell them 
in the end, " This general overthrow of the Altar, of 
the Throne, and of all Society, is a conception of 
my own \ to me and to me alone is due the whole 
glory." 

I have revealed the difaftrous fecrets of IUuminifm ; 
I have laid open the gradation and progreffive degrees, 
the long chain of artifice, by which the Setf prepares 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter from Knigge to Zwack. 
* t Original Writings, Vol. 1. L«t. 3j, to Cato. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THB AKTMOOAL CONSHRACY. 

its adepts for the laft myfteries, to behold them ftript 
of their veil without (huddering, and to embrace them 
with enthufiaftk ardour.— Wc mud either commit the 
Code of the Seel to the flames, and deny the truth of 
its annals ; even refufe the evidence of the familiar 
correspondence of Spartactu Weiihaupf the founder, 
and ok Ptt/o-Knigge the principal compiler ; we mud 
difpute all the agreements of Us raoft arduous co- 
operators, or elfe muft we wait, as the only poffiWe 
demonftration, the entire and fatal execution of thefe 
difaftrous plots, before we pofitively pronounce, that 
the fole object of their internal plans and of their 
frantic wifhes is no other than the total overthrow of 
every Altar, of every Throne or Magiftracy ; the an- 
nihilation of all authority and of all civil or religious 
fociety ; the deftru&ion of property whether in the 
hands of the rich or of the poor ; and the very arts 
and fciences which can only be cultivated in civil fo- 
ciety are to be baniflied from the face of the earth. 
Liberty ami Equality, together with the mod abfolute 
independence, are to be the fubftitutcs for all rights 
and all property : Our morals and focial intercourfe 
are to make place for the favage, vagabond, roaming 
life, which the Sect alternately decorates with the 
name of Nomade or of Patriarchal. The means to 
be employed in operating this change will be found in 
the artifice, deceit, illuuon and wickednefs which the 
£ophifters are maftereof, until the force of numbers 
(hall have declared for the Sect ; but when at length, 
powerful in numbers, the Seft (hall have acquired 
ftrength, it (hall not only bind hands, fuljugate, mur- 
der, ravage, and renew all the horrors and atrocities 
of the barbarians of the North, but alfo furpafs thofe 
Vandals in the arts of deftruftion, and without pity or 
diftinction butcher all that part of mankind that Lhall 
dare to oppofe the progrefs of the Seel, prefume to 
heave a figh dver the rums of religion, fociety, or pro- 
perty, or attempt to raifc them from their afnes.— If I 
have not proved that fuch are the wifhes, the fecret 
machinations of the Sect and of its flagitious princi- 
ples, let me be informed what is to be underftood by 
proof, or what is to be the operation of evidence on 
the human mind — Were it poflible that any of my 
readers (till confoled themfelves with the idea that tijp 
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frantic extravagance of thefe plots furpafled their wic- 
kednefs, let them remember that I have {till fomething 
more to fay.— I have ftill to inveftigate the laws and 
interior government of the Sect, laws adopted for the 
definition of every other law or government, and 
that it might hereafter prove, that however monftrous 
the object of the plots of the Sect may be, it was far 
from being chimerical. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Tenth and lafi Part of the Code of the Nunimees*-* 
Government of the Order. —General Idea of that Go* 
vemmenty and of the Share vsbicb the Inferior Clajfes 
of Illuminifm tear in it. 

IT is not enough for the founder of a Sect of Con* of the fc^ 
. fpirators to have fixed the precife object of his J^Jj^*^ 1 
plots, the trials and degrees through' which his adepts Govern- 6 
are to rife infenfibly to the acquifuion of his profound- mem of the 
eft myfteries. His accomplices mud form but one Lod « ck 
body animated by one fpirit ; its members muft be 
moved by the fame laws, under the infpection and 
government of the fame chiefs, and all muft tend to* 
wards the fame object. Such a genius as Weiftiaupt's 
could not be fufpefted of having overlooked in his 
Code fo important a mean of fuccefs. From what I 
have already faid, the reader will have obferved what 
connection and fubordination fublifted in the gradation 
of his myfteries ; how all the adepts of a given town 
formed, notwithftanding the inequality of their de- . 
grees, but one and the lame academy of confpirator9, 
while each one laboured feparately at the overthrow 
of religion and the laws in the ftate in which he lived. 
In this academy the Candidate and the Novice are un- 
der the direction of the Infinuator, who introduces 
them into the Minerval Lodges; thefe Lodges are 
governed by the Minor Illumbiees, who in their turn 
are infpected by the Major IUuminees. Next to thefc 
preparatory degrees follow the intermediary or Mafon- 
ic degree, called the Scotch Knight ; and his power 
extends on the one fide over the Major IUuminees, 
and on the other over the Illuminized Mafons ; or, in. 
general, over all that part of the Order ftiled in the 
Code the lower part of the edifice. After thefe we 
meet the Epopts and Regents or Princes of the leflcr 
myfteries, and laftly, in the higher myfteries, the Mage 
and Mmi-King. 

The aggregate of all thefe degrees forms a com- 
plete academy of Confpirators, and impendent^ ruin 
threatens, the country where fuch a one exifts. * The 
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Magiftrate and the Citizen may expert to fee their 
property and their religion annihilated. The Seel re- 
cognizes no country but the iffliverfe, or rather ac- 
knowledges none; the very term country is a bl&t 
phemy againft the rights of man, againft Equality and 
Liberty. What each member in his particular acade- 
my performs by hiuafelf is performed throughout all 
of them by the Seft in general, and the combined 
efforts of the whole are regularly directed towards 
the concerted plan of devaftation. The Miners have 
received their inftruftions, that each may bore his fub- 
terrancous galleries, and lodge the chamber of his 
mines in fuch a manner that partial explofions may 
forward the views of the Seel, without endamaging 
the grand chamber, which fhall involve the whole 
world in the premeditated explofion of univerfal 6V- 
ftruftion. To produce this effecl, general laws and 
hiutual communications, common chiefs and directors 
are requifite. Each Confpirator, wherever his field 
of aclion may lie, muft be certain that he afts in coin 
cert with his Brethren, that he wiH not be croffed in 
bis plans, but on the contrary meet every where with 
fupport and correfponding agents. 

Weifhaupt was aware, that the farther the fphere of 

diforganization was to extend the more perfcel fhouM 

be the organization of his power. The more eager 

he was to call down univerfal anarchy, and make it 

take place of all laws, the more did he wi(h to efta- 

blifli fubordination, and concentrate the forces of the 

Order, the better to direel its motions. To accompDfh 

this^ the oath of implicit obedience to Superiors was 

not enough. It was not fufficient for the adept to 

have blindly fubmitted his life and fortune to the def- 

potic power of unknown chiefs, (hould they evcrfuf- 

peel him of treachery or rebellion. The Superiors 

themfelves were to be bound by laws and principles 

common to all, that they might proceed in all points 

by a regular and uniform impulfe. 

Weifluupt *' co ^ Weifhaupt much meditation before hr could 

meditates perfecl his plan of government as he wifhed. Five 

on the lawf y cars a fter the eftabiifliment of the Seel, he writes 

vei^T " This ™ ncbi ™ °f ours m »ft l* fi perfeSly fimple that 

« a child could dirctt it ;" and later he writes, " allow 
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* me time to digeft my fpeculatipns, that I may pro 
u perly marflial our forces."* 

So pre-occupied was Wcifliaupt with his fpeculations 
on the government of the Sect, that all his letters 
written to his principal adepts are replete with his 
maxims and political councils. One muft have heard 
x>r read them one > s felf to credit the deep-laid villany 
of his means and his infernal policy. Here is an 
example : 

In the fame letter which I have juft quoted of the 
15 Afphandar 1151 he gives two rules to be inferted 
among the instructions of the Areopajrites— The one, 
to be on the referve with Candidates from among the 
clafs of the rich, becaufe that fort of men, proud, ig- 
norant, aver/e to labour , and impatient of fubordination, 
only fcek admiflion to our nxyfteries in order to make 
them an objeft of ridicule and mockery ; the other, 
not to take the fmalleft pains to prove, that Illuminifm 
is in the fole poffeffion of the true Mafonry, becaufe 
the beji poffibte demonftration is to give none. Let 
Weiftiaupt hbufelf explain a third law, which is to 
make i part of his political collection. 

" That we may be uncontrolled in our dtfcourfe, let 
" our pupils remark, that the Superiors enjoy a great 
" latitude in tlxU refpeft ; that ive fomelimes fpeak in 
" one way, fometimes in another ; that we often quef- 
" tion with great Sflurance only to found the opinions 
" of our pupils, and to give them an opportunity of 
" (howing it by their anfwers. This (ubterfugc re- 
u pairs many errors. Let us always fay, that the end 
u will difcover which of our obfervations conveys our 
u true fentimcnts.-*-Thus we may fpeak fometimes in 
" one way, at others in a quite different one, that we 
€i may never be embarrafled> and that our real fenti- 
" ments may always be impenetrable to our inferiors. 
" Let this be alfo inferted in the inftruftions, etiam hoe 
u inferatur wftru&ionu It would (till have a better 
" effeft, if you gave in charge to our Major IllumU 
" nees to vary their cemverfation with their inferiors, 
" for the above reafons, ex rationibus fupra diftis" 

* Letters to Cato, 15th March 1781, and iCth February 178a. 
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Thefe infertions of Latin are from WeHhaupt, whb* 
frequently makes ufe'of that fctagiiagfc in his fetters. 
It k imtoediatety after having given thefe principle of 
government to the Arebpagttes, the chifeF fupenors 6t 
his flluminifm, that Wcifhaupt adds, * I entreat that 
u the maxims Which are fo often tb be found in nij 

* letters may hdt be loft. Colled them for the ufe ot 

* ottr Areopagfces, as thfey are not always prefeht td 
u my mind. With time they might form an exed- 
r< fcrit political degree, rhilo has long fince been era* 

* ployed abbut it. Communicate alfo your privatfc 
4t inftru&ions to each other, which may in time grow 

* into an uniform code. Read them attentively, that 

* they may become famiHar tb you. Though 1 know 

* them well and pra&ife them (und ouch dattiacb ban* 
u die) thev would take me too much time tb digeft 
" them fyftetaaticafly. Thefc maxims once engraved 
u in your mind, you will enter better into my plans, 
« and you will proceed more conformably tb nrymbdc 

* of operation/ 1 * 

Let the reader atfo profit of thtfe inftruftibns. TheV 

muft bear evidence in mV behalf While revealing aft 

the monftrous artifices or the remaining part bt the 

illuminized code. From thefe long meditated combi* 

nations, fprang forth that chain of laws which was to 

direft each Illumince in all his proceedings 

Gttunl We firft remark in this government, as a means oF 

fubordina- fubordination, a general divifion of command, is well 

tion and ^ f locality* Each department bds a particular 

fTthc 1011 lodge for its adepts ; each Minerval lodge has a fiipe- 

fupcriore. rior from among the preparatory clafs, under the iri- 

ipeftion of the intermediary clafs. In the fecond 

iJace, we find the divifion into diftrifts which cortain 
evcral lodges, all which as well as the Prefeft are 
Under the dire&ion of the fuperior of the diftfitt whoni 
the Order calls Dean. He is alfo fubjefted to the Pro- 
vinc'ud, who has the infpection and command ovqr aft 
the lodges and deanries of the province. Next in rank 
tomes the National Superior, who has full powers 
over all Within his nation, Provincials, Deans, lodges, 
&c &c. Then comes the fupreme council of the 

* Letter to Cato, i^th March, 1781. 
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Order, or the 4rtof>agites f prefided by the real General 
of Iiluminifm. 

The feme hierarchy is preferved. in their communi- corrdpon- 
eations. The limple Uluminec corrpfponds with his denceof 
immediate fiiperior, the latter with his Dean, and ^^J^l 
thus gradually afcending to the National Superic»rs. hkot% "^ 
Thcfe latter arc in direift cqrrefpondenee with the 
Arcopagkes ; and they alone are acquainted with their 
refidenctu In this council there is always a member 
whofc particular office is to receive and anfwer their 
letters, and to tranfinix orders, which gradually defceud 
ro the perfon or perfons who are the clefts of tbem. 
The Areopagites alone are entrufted with the name 
and refidence of the General, excepting in cafes which 
I have already noticed, where particular confidence or 
Eemarkahic fervices have gained for an adept the fig* 
(al honour of knowing and appro^cbing the modrr* 
Spartacus. 

It is cafy to perceive, fron\ the very regulation* of its obj*<fc. 
the firft degrees, how voluminous this oorrefpondence 
sniift be. Each brother, in the firft place, as the na- 
tural fa-Motor of his co-adepts and of the profane, i$ 
bound to tranfrait at lead one letter each month, with 
a ftatemeqt of att the obfervadons he has made, whe- 
thor favourably or detrimental to ihe Order. He is 
*Ub to give an account of the progrefs which hirafelf 
and his brethren have made ; of the orders he has re- 
ceived, and of their execution ; and he i* each ipontb 
to inform Us higher fuperiors whether be is pkafed 
with the conduct of his immediate fupcrior. Each 
brother Infinaator is to report the progrefs pf his can* 
didates, and the profoeft he has of adding to their 
number. Nexf, to {well the volume, corae aH the 
portraits of die adepts, the extracts of tablets or daily 
observations made on the friends or enemies pf the 
Order; aHb the minutes of initiations, the characters 
and lives of the initiated, the returns made by the 
lodges, thofe by the fuperiors, and an infinity of other 
articles which the Uluminee is bound to make known, 
to his chiefs.— AH this occurs without noticing the 
nnmherkris orders and inflxucHous which are gcrpstiK 
ally tranfmitting to die inferiors. 

Xol. IIL 3 b i % 
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Its md*. Befidcs the fecret language already explained, an<t 
tion. of which the grand object was to render this corret 

pondence unintelligible to the profane, the feci had 
iecret means of tranftnitting their letters, left they 
might be intercepted. The Order ftyles thefe letter* 
relative to their Illuminifm ^uibus Licet's (or to thofe 
' who have a right.) The origin of this appellation is 
the direction of thefe letters which confifts of the two 
words Quibus Licet or limply the initials Q^ L. When, 
therefore, wc find in the Original Writings, that fuch 
an adept has been fined in fuch a mopth for having 
negle&ed his Q^ L. it muft be underftocd that he let 
fiich a month pafs without writing to his fuperiors.* 

When the letter contains fecrets or complaints which 
the adept choofes to keep from the knowledge 'of his 
immediate fuperior, he adds to the direction Soli or 
Primo (to him alone, to the fir jit) this letter will then 
be opened by the Provincial, the National Superior, 
or will reach the Areopagites, or General, according to 
the rank of the perfon from whom it comes. 

Next to thefe general means of graduated corref- 
Howcre of pondence, come the meetings proper to each degree, 
t ^f i ^ tt an( * ^* c ' lT r **P cc ^ ,ve P owers - We have already Teen, 
SuTcorref- ^at thofe of the Minerval academy are regularly held 
pondence twice a month. The Minor Iiluminees, who are the 
magiftrates of this degree, and the Major Illuminee, 
or the Scotch Knight, who presides in them, have no 
direct fhare in the government, farther than to infpeel 
the ftqdics and watch over the conduft of the young 
Minervals, and report to the lodges of the Major Iilu- 
minees. It is in that degree that the authority begins 
to extend beyond the limits of the afiembly. It is to 
the Major Iiluminees that all the tablettes or inftruc- 
tipns relative to the brethren of Minerva are fent. 
Here thefe ftatements are digefted, and receive addi- 
tions and notes, before they are forwarded- to the at 
fcmbly of the next fuperior degree. Here are judged 
and determined the promotions of the Novices, Mi- 
nervals, and Minor Iiluminees ; and alfo all differences 
and contefts which may arife in the inferior degrees, 
unlets the importance of the debate be fuch as to re* 

* VpL II. Let. t, from Spartacus to Cato. 
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fuirc the interference of a higher tribunal. They ar© 
die guardians of the firft tablets and rcverfal letters of 
the brethren. As to what knowledge a Major Illuminee 
may have acquired either relative to other fecret focie- 
ties, or to employments or dignities which might be 
obtained for adepts, he is bound to report it to his 
lodge, which will note it, and inform the affembly of 
the Direfting IUuminees or Scotch Knights.* 

When treating of the intermediary degree of Scotch 
Knight, I gave an account of their particular functions, 
and cfpecially their charge of fuperintending the Ma- 
fouic lodges. The part they aft in the general govern- 
ment of the Order, chiefly confifts in hearing all the 
£>uibus Licets of the preparatory claims read in their 
chapters, even thofe of the Novices which had already 
been opened by the officers of the Minerval fchool ; 
the latter having only the power of deciding provi- 
fionally on thefe letters. 

The authority which the Scotch Knights exercife 
over this correipondence feems to give ftill more pro- 
piety to their denomination of intermediary degree. 
Their £>uibus Licets are direftly fent to the provincial 
lodge, which is compofed entirely of adepts initiated in 
the myfteries of the Order, But the Knights read all 
letters coming from the preparatory clafs which have 
not the diftinction of Primo or Soli. They claffify and 
make extracts from all the g>uihus Licets of lefler 
importance coming from the inferior degrees, and 
fend the general extract to the Provincial. To thefe 
extracts they fubjoin a circumftantial account of every 
thing that is going forward in the lodges of the pre- 
paratory clafs, to which they tranfmit all the orders 
coming from the adepts initiated in the myfteries, even 
from thofe of the higheft degrees with the very names 
of which they are unacquainted, and thus conftitute a 
link between the two extremities, f 

Both the totermediary and preparatory clafles, how- 
ever, form but the lower part of the edifice. The 
Prefects of the Chapters of the Scotch Knights are ra- 
fher tools than fuperiors ; they receive their Unpulfe 

* Degree of Major Illuminee, luftru&ion 4th. 
f See thit degree, InftrucVioo the ad, No. 3. 
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from the higher myfterks. It is there that the granH 
polity of tine Order fe to be fought for in the iaftrtje- 
tious bid down for the Epopt Sad the Regent, and 
thefe are the inftru&ions which beginning with d>ofe 
of Che EpojH, demand our utraoft attention. 
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CliAP. XIV. 

Of t*tf GvtoenMcnl tml PoSHcal Ifijlrufiioris fat tbt 
Epopts. 

ENLIGHTjEN nations ; that h to fay, efface from obje4 of 
the minds of the people what ive call religious j£^^ 
and political prejudices ; make yourfelf matter of the 
public opinion ; and, this empire once eftablifhfcd, all 
the conftittrtions whith govern the world will difap- 
£ear.-*— Such are the grand means, fuch die hopes, 
on which Weifhauot has been obferved in his myfteriei 
to have groundea his hopes of fuccefs. We have 
feeti even the fclences involved in the vortex of his 
conlpiracies. They were to be fwept into the com* 
mon ttiafe of rum with religion, laws, Princes, nations, 
our towns and ftationary habitations. Vandalism and 
the era of barbarifin were to be revived, and fcience 
was to be reduced to that of the nomade and Javagt 
clans equal mid free. TTiis gigantic mafs of deftruc* 
tion could be the operation but of a general corrup* 
tion and pcrverfion of the public opinion, which ]A 
kfclf dependent on fcience, or at leaft upon the repu- 
tation ot wifdom and knowledge which he pofleflei 
who pretends to tftftruft us. To prepare die attack* 
therefore, it was neceffary to tnake the fciences firve 
tinder the banners of the Seft in the caufe of tlwif 
own annihilation, and through their means captivate 
the public opinion in favour of the Sefl. Its errors 
onde triumphant, and every thing deaf and facred to 
man vandalized and overthrown ; fciences would oT 
themfelves ftirink back and vanifh from before the 
man fitvage and free. Such were the fruits of Weif* 
haupt's meditations, fuch the fpirit which di&ated the 
laws given to his Epopts. TTiis degree was to extend 
the conqntfts of the Sctft over public opinion by fcience, 
or, in other words, to difpenfe its anti-religious and 
antisocial do&rities under the bewitching name of 
fcience. He entirely devoted his degree of Epopts to 
fte fciences, and may be faid to have foreftalled them 
alt that he might ufurp and dictate to the public 
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opinion ; or, rather, tainted them all, to make theni 
fubfervient to his views ; well affured that they would 
not furvive the contagion. In his Minerval degree, it 
was the minds of the young adepts that he wiined to 
pervert ; but in his degree of Epopt, his means and 
views expand, and, under the fame maik, he aims at 
nothing lefs than the perverfion of the whole univerfe. 
He formed it into a fecret academy, whofe hidden 
ramifications, widely fpreading throughout the globe; 
were, by meatis of the difaftrous laws he had combi- 
ned, at one blow to annihilate all fociety and the em- 
pire of fcience. 

The plan may appear inconceivable, and above the 
reach of the mod diforganizing genius ; but let the 
reader remember how clearly it has been proved in 
the myfteries, that Weifhaupt and his followers were 
firmly refolved to bring back the human race to the 
days of the Huns and Vandals, and, by means of this 
Vandalifm, to all the ignorance of the nomade and 
firvave clans ; and to reduce the ftandard of fcience 
to that of the Liberty and Equality of Sans-culotijm* 
Let the reader now condefcend to follow me in the cx- 
pofition of the leflbns which the Se<ft has appropriated 
to the inftru&ion of its Epopts, and the organization 
of their academy* 
The acadc- " The illuminized Priefts, or fipopts, afe prefided 
my of the over by a Dean chofen by themfelves. They are to 
Ep !* 1 - fc known to the inferior degrees only under the ap- 
pellation of Epopt-*-their meetings are called Synods. 
All the Epopts within the circle of the fame diftrift 
compofe a Synod ; but each diftrift {hall contain no 
more than nine Epopts, eXclufive of the Dean and 
PrefeA of the Chapter. The higher fuperiors may 
attend thefc Synods/* 

" Of the nine Epopts, feven prefide over the fci- 
ences diflributed under as many heads in the following 
order : 

a I. Pkyfics.-" Under this head are comprehended 
" Dioptrics, Catoptrics, Hydraulics and Hydroftatics ; 
* Eleftricity, Magnetifm, Attraftion, &c." 

" II. Mtdicine— comprifing Anatomy, Chirurgcry # 
« Chymiftry, &c." 
" 111. Matb:matics.~- Algebra ; Architefture, civil 
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* and military) Navigation, Mechanics, Aftronomy, 
« &c» ' < :■ 

" IV. Natural Hiftory. ~-hgfic\i]turt, Gardening, 
a Economics, the Knowledge of Infcdb and Animals 

* including Man, Mineralogy, Metallurgy, Geology, 
" and the fcience of the earthly phenomena." 

u V. Politics*-- which embrace the ftudy of Man, 
" a' branch in which the Major Uluminees furnifh the 
<« materials; Geography, Hiftory, Biography, And- 
" quity, Diplomatics ; the political hiftory of Orders, 
u their deugn, their progrefs, and their mutual difc 
" tendons." This laft article feems to have the divers 
Orders of Mafonry in view. A nota bene is added in 
the original, with a particular injunction to attend to 
this article, which the difltntions of the Illuminecs and 
Freemafons had probably rendered of great import- 
ance to the Scd. 

" VI* The Arts.— Mechanics, Painting, Sculpture, 
u Engraving, Mufic, Dancing, Eloquence, Poetry, 

* Rhetoric, all the branches of literature ; the 
« Trades." 

« VII. The Occult Sciences. '-The ftudy of the Ori- 
u ental tongues, and others little known, the fecrct 
" methods of Writing, the art of decyphering ; the 
<c art of raifing the teals of the letters of others, and 
€i that of preferving their own from fimilar pra&ices ; 
u Petcft) often zu erbrechen, und fur das erbrtchen zu 
" beviahrcn. The ftudy of ancient and modern hic- 
il r oglyphics ; and, once more, of fecret focieties, 
" Mafonic fyftems, &c. &c." 

Should the reader feel his indignation roufed by the 
art of raifing the feals and violating the fecrecy of 
letters, and at feeing an adept named in each diftrift 
to prefide over this ftrange fcience, let him not forget 
that I am but the tranflator and tranferiber of the 
code of the feft.* 

The two remaining Epoj>ts, who in the fynod are 
named to prefide over any particular fcience, arc made 
fecretaries to the Dean, and fcrvc him as coadjutors. 
Thcfe funftions once diftributed, the Epopts are to 

Vol. in. C c 

• Iaftru&ient for this degree, Not. x, 2, 3, 4* «• 
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renounce all other bufinefi' political or domeftil, and 
every care but that of perfecting themfelves in the 
branch of fcience which they are to fuperintend # and 
of fecretly forwarding the brethren of the inferior 
degrees in the fcieaces. to which ttiey had devoted 
themfelves. 

. The grand objed of this inftitution is to infpire the 
jnipils with the greateft confidence in the Otfder,, from 
***' an idea that it will furnifti them with aU the means 
and lights necefiary lor the prefecution of the ftudy 
they have adopted. The Infipuators have held out 
the promife to them, and the Order has engaged to 
fulfil it. This idea of a fcientific fociety, and ot which 
they have the honour of being members* ifc to encou- 
rage in them a docility and veneration for their chiefs 
naturally due to men whofe precepts appear to be 
emanations of light and of the mod tranfeendent wit 
dom. The artifice in fome fort anfwers to the pro- 
mife. * .-••«■' 

Evqry Novice, on being admitted into the Minerva! 
fchools, was to begin by declaring to what art or fci- 
ence he meant to devote himfel?, unlefs indeed his 
pocket was to be afleffed for the tax which his genius 
could not pay. This declaration is tranfmitted from 
the inferior lodges to the Provincial, who forwards it 
to the Dean ; by whom notice of it is given to the 
Epopt who preiides over that particular branch of 
fcience ; and lie inscribes his name on the lift of thofe 
pupils whofe labours fall under his infpe&ion. In fu- 
ture, and by the fame conveyance, all the eflays, di£ 
coynfes, treatifes, &c. which the Seft requires of the 
young Minerval are tranfmitted to the fame Epopt. 
The firft advantage accruing to the Order from thil 
law is the pointing put to the infpc&ing Epopt thufe 
whom the code calls the bejl beads of the Order. 

Should any doubts arife in the minds of the pupils, 
any difficulties to vanquifh, or any queftions to pro- 
pofe; they have been taught that the Order is the 
fountain of fcience, that they have but to apply to their 
fuperiors, and light will inftantaneoufly mine upon 
them. They arc ignorant as to who thefc fuperiors 
may be ; but that will not hinder their doubts and 
queftions from reaching die prefiding Epopt : and he 
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has divers means of folving them, and of never being 
taken unawares. 

^ In the firft place the Epoft muft have prepared 
himfelf for certain queftions, which he either has oi: 
ought to hiave forefecn. Many of them will have 
been already folved by his predeceltbrs, by Ms brother 
Epoprs of other cfiftri As or even nations. The Ordef 
is exceedingly careftil in colle^ing all thefc anfwers, 
and potting them into fuch hands as may employ them 
according to the views of the ftft. Each Epopt is 
particularly enjoined to ftudy thofe which relate to hfc 
branch ; he is even to make an alphabetical entry of 
them on his tablets, that he may always have them at 
hand whenever he wifhes to tui*n to them. If, not- 
wkbftanding all thefc pretautions, the Epopt fliould 
find himfelf unprepared or unable to folve the diffi- 
culty propofed, he will apply to the Dean, who will 
fcna the required folution or have recourfe to the 
Provincial. But, left the Superiors fliould find their 
occupations too often interrupted by fuch application^ 
it is exprefsly enjoined to the Epopt not to have re- 
tourfe to them but in cafes of abfolute neceffity, and 
not to make the acquifitions of their Superiors an en- 
couragement to their own negligence.— It may fo hap- 
pen, that the Provincial is not able to give the required 
folution ; he will then propofe k to all the Epopts of 
his province. If that does not fucceed, application is 
made to the National Infpeftor, and from him it is 
referred to the Areopagites and General. On fuch 
fcccafions all the learned men of the Order are con- 
futed. Before this laft appeal, it is ordained in the 
ftatutes, that the Epopt may propofe the qucftions to 
the profane ; but in fo doing he is on no account to 
difcover that the fitt has recourfe to, or flood in need 
of their information, nor what ufe it makes of it. 
This is particularly enjoined to the prefiding Epopt in 
the following terms :— " As often as your own know* 
*' ledge and that of your pupils matt not fuffice, 
" you may afk the advice of learned ftrangers, and 
u twit their knowledge to the advantage of our Order, 
? but without letting them perceive it :" (olme dafs fie 
es bemerken.) This precaution is the more to be in- 
filled on, as one of the grand objefts of the Epopt 
Vol. III. C c 2 
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*nuft be, "to attain fuch perfcft^m in , fcicnc^i that 
" IUuminifm fhall never be beholden, to the profane:; 
u but that the latter, on the contrary, (hall perpetuallj 
" ftand in need of the lights of the Order. ,?# 

That she Epopt may not recur too frequently to the 
fuperiors, or to the profane, an artifice has been in- 
vented by which he may profit of all the acquilitions 
of, the pupils of his diftrift, while he makes them be- 
lieve that the whole flows from the unknown fuperiors. 
This artifice confifts in propofing fuch queftions as he 
is not perfectly mafter ot, to the different lodges, and 
fhen ftudying and combining the various anfwers that 
he receives. Alt the Epopts of the province do as 
iiiuch in their feveral diftri&s. Each one felefts thofe 
parts which he has judged worthy of police in the pro- 
ductions of the lodges ; thefe he infpelts, and lays tbein 
before the provincial and annual affembly* There 
other Epopts are employed in compiling fron> thefe 
fele&ions, and in preparing the required folutions ojf 
the propofed queftions, or in commenting on fuch paf- 
fages as may elucidate others that may hereafter rife. 
The lame plan is followed in all the provinces, and 
jb$ reports of the provinces will form a new colleftion 
Jo be digefted under the iufpeftion of the National 
Chief, or even of the Areopagites. This will be a 
new treafure for the fecret library of the Epopts, and 
furnifh them with new means of maintaining in the 
minds of their pupils the high idea they have conceived 
of the knowledge pf their Superiors.^ It will alfo fur- 
pifli materials Jfor the formation of a fyftematic Code 
or CQmplete courfc of.ftudy for the ufe of the Seft4 

Here we cannot but remark how much arts and 
fcienccs would be benefited and promoted by the la- 
bours of a focicty which, a&uated by quite other views, 
and defpifing that affectation of lecrecy, (hould em* 
ploy the fame means and be animated with a fimilar 
zeal in the difcuflion of ufeful truths. But the united 
efforts of the Epopts are concentrated in their purfuit 
of fcience, only to debafe it, by dire&ing all its pow-v 
crs towards the overthrow of Religion and Govern- 
ments, the triumph of their diforganizing fyftems, an_4 

* Inftm&ions for this degree, No. a, j, 6> 9, 
\ Nos. 5 and iz. \ N^ ij« 
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always under the dale pretext of fubjefting mankind 
to Nature alone.* 

Should the reader be curious to know to what ufes 
the Epopt turns all the fcience which he is fuppofed 
Co acquire daily, let him obferve the queftions which 
this prefiding Illuminec either folves himlelf, or pro- 
pofes for the folution of the adepts. Let his judgment 
on the queftions and on their tendency, be guided by 
the expreflions of the Code : 

" The Epopt," fays the Code, « mud keep a lift 
u of a very great number of important queftions pro- 
u per for inveftigatlon, and which he may eventually 
u propofe to the young adepts.— -In the branch of 
u practical Philofophy, for example, he will propofe 
u for inveftigation the queftion, how far the principle 
* is true, that all means are allowable, when employed 
"for, a laudable end? How i far this maxim is to be 
u limited to keep the proper medium between Jefuiti- 
u cal abufc, and the fcriipulofity of prejudice?— Que£ 
a dons of this nature (hall be lent to the Dean, who 
" fhall' tranfmit them to the Miner val fchools for the 
" inveftigation of the young adepts, and their diffcrta- 
u tions will fwarm with a multitude of ideas, ne^v> 
" bold, and ujejul, which will greatly enrich our Mi*. 
«gazine."f 

We defpife this infamous afperfion on the Jefuits. 
Let thofe pafs fentence on them who have learned to 
judge them by their conduft ajid by their real doc- 
trines, and not by calumnious affertions, or fatires 
which, in fpite of all the powers of genius and irony, 
have been juftly condemned by various tribunals as 
replete with falfehood and milreprefentatiou.J Let 
thofe who have been educated by the Jefuits pronounce 
on thefe atrocious imputations of the Illuminees. I do 
not think myielf bound to follow the example of the 
celebrated Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univerfity of 
Vienna, one of the mod formidable adverfaries of the 

* Das der Order die bifherigen fyfteme embehrcn, und cigene, auf 
die natur allein gegrundetc fyfteme ieiAen anhanger vurlcgen kounc. 

t Ibid. No. 7. * 

f See Art. Pascal in the Hiflorical Dictionary of Flexicr Durcval, 
laft Edition. 
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IHunrinizing Seft, by inferring a long juftification of 
that perfecuted Order.* But it is hnpoffible not to 
ofaferve, that the legiflator of Jlhiminifm has not the 
moft diftant idea of modifying or limiting this famoul 
principle, the end fanStifies we means ; his object it 
evidently to give rife to ideas, new, bold, and ttfeful to 
the Sect; or, ill other words, to difpofe the young 
tdept* hereafter to decide as he his already done, that 
nothing is criminal, not even robbery or theft, provi* 
lied it be ufifid to the views and forward the grand 
object of IHuminifm. He wifbes bv means of thefc 
queftions to acquire an early infight into the minds of 
the adepts and to diftinguifh thofe who will hereafter 
be the moft worthy ot his higher myfteries, by th£ 
greater or fmaller difpoiition they (how to ftifle the 
cries of confeience and remorfe in the perpetration of 
the crimes neceflary. for the future fuccefc of his plots; 
This is the fum total of the fcience to be carefully 
inculcated by the Epopts in the branch of pratticdt «v 
Fhilofophy. 

With refpeft to Religion, it is not even admitted 
•mong the fciences to be ftudied by the Epopts $ the 
Code has, however, furniihed them with a means of 
traducing and bl^heming it.~That the Epopt may 
never be at a lofs for queftions of this nature to folve 
or propofe, he will have them noted on a regifter in 
alphabetical order. " For example, fays the Code, 

* at the letter C in the regifter of fecret fciences and 

* hieroglyphics the word Crofs is to be found, and 
f under it is the following note— For the antiquity of 

* this hieroglyphic, confult fuch a work, printed fuch 
u a year, fuch a page, or elfe (iich a manufcript, fig- 

* nature M."f I s lt neceflary to be endowed with 
any extraordinary fhare of perlpicacity to fee that the 
whole object of thele pretended fccret fciences, or hie- 
roglyphics, is merely to teach the young pupils to 
view the Crofs in no other light than as an ancient 
hieroglyphic erected by ignorance and fuperftition in- 
to a lyinbol of the redemption of mankind > The 
illuminized explanation of this glorious fymbol will, 
doubtlefs, long remain buried in the Occult Sciences 

* Vide Hoch wichtigc erinncmngeo— Von Leopold-aloifr— Hoftman. 
*c&. V. Page 179 to 307, 
t Ibid. No. is. 
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of the Order. Meanwhile we may defy them to point 
out in the hiftory of mankind any nation whatever 
revering the crofi as the fymbol of ialvation anterior to 
the grand ep6ch when the Son of Man died on the 
crofe to consummate the triumph of Chriftianky. 
- The Epopts have alfo their hiftorians and annalifts* 
and their duties are laid down in the Code.— The fo£ 
lowing rules may be remarked.— Each province of Ik 
Jaminifm rauft have its hiftorian, in imitation of the 
ancient annalifts and chronologies. He is to keep a 
journal, in which, befides fads of public notoriety, lie 
will particularly collect, and even give the preference lo* 
anecdotes of fecret biftory.— He wdl endeavour to re* 
deem from oblivion all men of merit, however deep 
they may have funk into ohfeurity— He will make them 
known to the Provincial, who will inform the Bret 
thren bf their ficuation— Each Provincial will have a ca* 
lendar of his own, in which (inftead of faints) for cadi 
day of the year {hall be inferibed the name of fome 
man as an objeft of veneration or execration, accord* 
ing as he has merited or demented of the Seel. 

*Ay name may, perhaps, be inferibed under the 
Hack letter ; but I anticipate the glory and confolaaon 
of feeing it by the fide of that of Zimmerman and 
of Hoffman, who, like myfelf, are entitled to die la* 
ble wreath twined by Illuminifm for its mod ftrenuou? 

Sponents. But how different is that to which the 
ide declares that all the Brethren may afpiret—* 
-Probably, to be (bated befide a Brother Mirabeau or 
a Marat. 

The fame laws ordain, that the Chronologift {hall 
inform the Minerval Lodges of all memorable facls.— 
He wiU not fail to infert all mean and odious actions, 
nor to paint them in their proper colours. He will 
not pais unnoticed thofc of men occupying the firft 
dignities, or enjoying the Ingheft consideration.* 

Next to the laws of the hiftorian follow thofc for 
the Epopt who fuperintends that branch of fcience re-. 
lating to politics, and particularly to the knowledge 
of mankind. The reader has already feen what 
ftrefs the Order lays upon this fcience, and how 
mud) they make it depend on the fpirit of obfervatioa 

f Ibid. No, I& 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



191 



f 



*9* 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

—Let no Brother pretend to the dignity of Et 
nor to the honour of prefiding over any branch of lei* 
ence, until he has anlwered the three following que£ 
tions— What is the fptrit of obfervation ?— How is this 
Ipirit to be acquired, and what conftitutes a good 
obferver ?— What method is to be followed, in order 
to make juft and exact obfervations ?— When an Epopt 
has fufficiently diftinguiftied himfelf by his anfwers on 
thefe heads, to be judged worthy of being chofen the 
chief of the obfervers or fcrutators, he is entrufted 
with all thofe notes which the reader has feen the Seel 
fo carefully collecting on the character, the paffions, 
the talents, and hiftory of the Brethren. When thefe 
notes contain the portrait or life of any adept more 
than commonly interefting, he will make him (with- 
out naming him) the object of various queftions to be 
propofed to the Minerval Schools. He will a(k, for 
example, What are the ideas which a man, with fuch 
and fuch paffions or difpofirions, will adopt or reject I 
—How on fuch data can fuch and fuch inclinations be 
encouraged or weakened ?~ What adept could be em* 
ployed with moft advantage in fuch a bufinefs? — 
What muft fuch a man's ideas be on Religion and 
Governments ?— Can he be looked upon as being fupe- 
rior to all prejudices, and ready to facrifice his own 
perfonal intereft to chat of Truth ?— Should he be 
deficient in confidence and attachment, what means 
fhould be employed to invigorate them, and what fort 
of man would be the fitteft for fuch an undertaking? 
—Finally, what employment in the Jtate, or in the Qr~ 
der, 'would he fill to the greateji advantage, or in which 
would he be the mojl ufeful?" 
The Scrutator in chief digefts thefe anfwers into a 

? roper ftatement, which he lends to the Dean. The 
rovincial receives it from the Dean, and is thus ena- 
bled to form his judgment, whether that particu Iir 
adept be a moral, difinterejled, beneficent man, and free 
jrom all prejudice ; whether he can be ufeful to the Or- 
der, and in what way he can be beji employed.— From 
the refult of fuch obfervations, the fcrutinizing Epopt 
will carefully felect rules and general maxims on the 
knowledge of mankind. He will make a compilation 
of them, and tranfmit them to the Superiors.* 
* ibid. No. 18. 
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7 * By means," fays the Code, " of thefe and fiich like 
bbfcrvarions, the Order will be enabled to make di£ 
cgveries of every kind, to form new fyftems, and to 
give on all fubjefts irrefragable proofs of its labour* 
and its immcnfe fund of fcience ; and the public will 

Eve it credit for being in pofieffion of ^all human 
lowledge.** 

Left any of the profane fhould partake of this ho- 
nour, or that any one of the members fhould not di- 
rect thefe fciences towards the object of Uluminifm, 
precautions are taken in the Code to aflhre the exclu- 
five advantage of thefe labours to the Se6h " Parti- 
" cular parts of thefe fciences and difcoveries may be 
u printed by permiffion of the Superiors ; but the law 

* adds, not bnly thefe books /hall not be communi- 
u cated to any of the profane* but as they will hever 
" be printed elfewhere than at the prefles of the Seel, 
" they will only be entrufted to the Brethren according 

* to the rank they hold in the Order."f 

u That our worthy co-operators may not be diverted 
u of the glory of tneir labours, every new principle 
"laid down, machine invented, or difcovery made, 
u (hall For ever bear the name of its inventor, that his 
u memory may be revered by future ages.^ 

" On the lame grounds it is ftrictly enjoined, that no 

* member fhall ever communicate to the profane any 

* difcovery that he may have made in the Order-* 
A No booK treating of thed dffcoveries (hall be printed 
" without the permiffion of the Superiors ; and hence 
u arifes the general regulation, that no Brother (hall 
u publi(h any of his produftions without leave of the 

* Provincial. He alfo is to decide whether the work 
11 is of a nature to be printed by the fecret prefles of 
" the Order, and what particular Brethren may be al» 
•' lowed the perufal of it— Should it be neceflary to dit 
w mils any of the Brethren from the Order, the local Su- 
" perior is to receive notice that he may have the ne- 
u ceflary time to withdraw from him not only the 
w madufcrrpts, but even the printed works of the 
«Order.»$ 

* IbKL**o.'ad.' f n>M ' No. 17. 

t Ibid. No. »3. . § Ibid. No. ft* 
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*Phe Hlbmiraraig Legffiator, m juftificatftm df all 
tbefe precautions, Sieges, in the firff place, the undc* 
iliaHc right vetted in the Order to all the labours of itt 
Brethren ; then the lure of fecrecjrj which ftimufete* 
curiofity and the thirft of fcience ; finally, the advafr 
tagte accruing to the feiences tbemfelves, by being pre* 
ferved among men who onjy impart theni to others fo 
prepared as to render them of the greateft poffibfe util- 
ity. Befides, fays he, every man has it in his power to 
make himfclf an Bluminee if he pleafes, and to par- 
take of their fcience ; and who better able to render 
them ufeful to mankind, or to prefervc them, than we 
are? After this juftification, which the reader may 
appreciate, he returns to hi* Epopt, and telk them, 
that it is incumbent on them to direct and turn all the 
feiences towarcfc the views of Dluminifm. u The wants 
44 of every country are to be maturely confiderexl, aa 
f wdl as fchofe of your diftricl ; let them be the objects 
44 of deliberation in your Synods ; and aflc inftructions 
44 of your Sojjeriors.* Then the Legiflator makes a 
fudden tranfition, and expands his views far beyoild 
bfe Lodges. The reader wiH fcarcely fiifpefl whither 
they tend. Let him read, and learn the grand objtnfl 
of the Epopts, what conquefts they are to make for 
the Order, and whither they are to extend the fyftems of 
IDumrniftti. " You wilh" abruptly exclaims the legjfla* 
tor, " inceflfontly form new plans, and try every means, 
44 in your refpe&ive provinces, to fefee upon the ptxbfic 
44 education, the ecclefiaftical government, the chairs 
44 of literature, and the pulpit."*— This is owe of the 
grand object of the occt, ami we fhafl fee the Code 
treating of it again in another part. 

Tb enhance the merits of his plans, and to infirtiate 
his adepts into the ecclefiaftical feminarits, and even 
into the pulpit, under the fhadow of his pretended fci- 
ence, u the Epopt muft find means of acquvrittg the re- 
*' puliation of a man of tranfcendent learning; wbere- 
" ever he appears, whether walking or Ibopp'mgi ft- 
44 ting or maiding, let rays of light encircle his head, 
44 which {hall enlighten all who approach Mm. Let 
44 every one think nimfelf happy in hearing the pure 

• Muflen frets neue plane emworfen und eingef flhrt werden : WI* 
than die hande in erzichungfwefcir, geiftliche regierung, lehr, und pnf- 
digt-fluhlc in dcr proving bckoounc Ibid, if 9, %%, 
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* truth from his Ik*. Let him on all oqcafions, com* 
c 'bfU prejudice; fitf <kb*A precaution, and according 

* to the rulfss laid down, wtf& dexterity and with w 
"the refpeS due to the peifons be is addreffing."* 
Who could believe that theie were leflbas given to a 
modern Vandal by his disorganizing legjflatpr, whofe 
heart thirds after the &ap/»y period when that *»#>• 
fi'«g- %Ar of his Epopts (hall have Vandalized the 
phole univerfe, and nations ihall have disappeared 
from off the face of the earth ? 

But the Epopt has yet to cum at another coBqueft, 
that of the empire over the litprary world. w In th$ 
u literary world certain writings generally take the 
" lead for a time, according to the fafbion, and infpirc 

* feeble minds with admiration. At one time the en- 
u thufiaftie productions of religiqn, at another the fen* 

* timeatgl novels of wit, or perhaps philofophical re- 
« 7to, paftoralf, romances on chivatuy, epic poems, 
"or odes wiU inwdate the republic or letters. Th* 
a Epopt will tyn> a)l his (kill towards bringing inXQ 

* faihion the principles of our Order, the fotc tender 
€i cy of which is the happinefc of mankind. 1 * Or, in 
other words, tbafe baleful principles wbieb, under the 
prefence of repderipg human nature more happy and 
united in on* fawjy, aim at nothing Ws than d*ftrqyT 
i|ig every Reiigipn, every title x& property* every town^ 
^very few re<wwe # and every wtioflf . f 

« Our principle waft be made fa(W<w#ble, that dm 
"yenng writers ro#y dUFufe $ben* aw>ng the people* 
<f ai?d ftrye<be Order without intending a "+ . , 

" In crder t<> jaife the puMic fpirft, h? muft witfc 
/ fte gr^ateft jtfdwr prwh W the fewralMetyJt <rf 
hnmanUy^ #nd wukate the itfroo/fc ydffirmctJwM 
affbciatioHS or faret . wpons ^Wk. Q& 9#fy famA 
among tbcjul*je(lf of one particular n#*M-t i ### thfc 
impious toiflator ^fe^rfif f^fly ;cites f^r an m^ftflfptei 
Chrift, and his pretended in4i#bj*nc9 jpr tiis feniijy* 
Becaufe Chrift died for the jredpfflptiofl flf ^mankind,; 
becaufip his afFtdion for the mift My of naothera 

t t>amit junee fchriftftelkj' dcrgfcichcn {inter das Yolk auihrtften^ 
«M ons, dine dafs fie *s iri&ja, dicneii. --•"■• 
* IWd. No. 3, 
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never made hifii lofe fight of that great work, is that 
a ground on which the illurainizing Epopt (hall per- 
fuade his fimple auditory that to love all mankind i* 
to diflblve the bonds of nations? 

As a farther rule for acquiring this literary empire, 
" He will take care that the writings of the members 
u of the Order Ihall be cried up, and that the trumpet 
u of fame (hall be founded in their honour. He will 
u alfo find means of hindering the reviewers from 
u cafting any fufpicions on the writers of the fecV'f 

With refpeft to the Literati^ and writers wbo f with- 
out belonging to the Order, /bow principles coinciding 
ivitb ours j Ihbuld they be what we call good, " daff 
u them among thofe who are to be enrolled. Let the 
"Dean have a lift of thofc men, and from time to time 
il he will hand it about among the brethren." $ 

Let us now take a curfofy view of thefe laws, and 
of their gradiial tendency to infcft the whole literary 
world. In its ^Minerval academies -the fed begins by- 
forming its pupils; and the dure -wW' which its difor- 
ganizihg priniilples are inftilled into the young adept 
Ka» alfeadybeen difolayed. Left £ny of thefe princi- 
ples ftibuld fweirve from the grand bbjeft, die Epopt* 
overfee all the fchbols of the feme diftricl ; thefe latter* 
have their provincial aflemblies, where every thing is 
prepared, lombiiied, and forefeert..'' At this ofjfcnMf 
the Epopt attends, bringing with him his notes and* 
Gbfcrvatiohs' orchis particular diftri&, arid on thbfc 
ifiegfts, which/ 1 Wjty there corftribtftfc' to the advance; 
ment or tlifpfaftl^etwertt bf the illwnlnizihg principles 
aWd fclence; ' THe [minutes of thefe aflemblies 'are font 
tfc the National tnfpeftwr, who ovetf&dks the whole*, 
Xftdfees tharJhe prigirtal fpirk is every where pre- 
ferve** iixA tW> Arecfagires hold the fame line of 
<#iictoft : ivith ftfpec\ to all nations, that he does within 
hibpatticiflar tfhe,' Jftric* then ttfe 'Minerval acade^ 
Htfcs, the ^pbfe the iPirovlncials, Ae National Infpecw 
tirs, in * word; the fliforgahizing whole, form but one 
and the 1 ftm&'tariri&le' academy, fpreading its fubter* 
raneous ramifications, every where infufing the fame 
principles, -actuated by the iame fpirit, and lubjedted to 
(Tie fame laws : and thefe laws, thisiuence, are but th* 

f ibid. No. 4. } ibid, No, 5. 
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friSchinations and the forebodings of univerfal impiety 
and diforganization. 

But the union and univerfality of this confpiring 
peademy is not fufficient for the Seft ; it extends its 
Views to the public fchools and to the pulpit. The 
toian of letters, the tranfeendent genius, all are to bend 
beneath its laws, and fafhion is to lecond its plots. 
From the child that fpells, to the DoAor enveloped in 
mazy fcience, all are to be fubjefted to Illuminifm j 
find fcience itfelf, fo inftrumental to the progrefs of 
the Se&, lhall fink beneath the effort of bringing forth 
Chat Vandalifm which is to annihilate the altar and 
the throne, all laws, individual property, and national 
Jbciety. 

Let the reader compare the myfteries of the ScA 
with the code of its Epopts, and pronounce if fuch be 
not the real tendency of this Empire of Science. 
Horror impreffes the mind, and indignation fifes at 
fo<;li a fight — But the monftrous legiflator who has 
compiled them preteuds that they are entitled to the 
admiration of the young adepts ; and it is his Epopw 
who are to Infpite tftem with this admiration, * Yotr 
u mutt," fays he, " infufe fo great a refpeft for the 

* fublftnlty and fen&ity of our Order, that a promifc 
a made by the adepts on (he honour of Illuminifril 
" (hall b6 more binding than the moft facred oath.** 
At length the Atheift has found an equivalent for the? 
name of God. He feeks bonds to bind his follow- 
ers, and he has broken thofe of confidence ; he ap- 
peals to honour, and perverts it irita a bond of villany. 

* He (fays Weilhaupt) who (ball dare violate the oath 
** be pall have fworn on the hmour of my Society, fhatt 
« be declared infamous. I care not what his rank may 

* be, his wfamv/halt be proclaimed throughout the whole 

* Order, and it flhiU be fo without remifflon or hope of 
" pardon. My intention is, that the Members fhould 
u be informed of this, that they {hould deliberately 
u refleft on the facrednefs of this oath in my Order, I 
u mean that the confequences of it (hould be clearly 
" and warmly reprefented to them.f" 

The Epopts charged with this miflion are of a de- 
gree too much revered in the Order to coinpromife 

♦ Ibid. tfo. if. f Original Writings, Vol, II. Let. 8, to Cat©. 
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their dignity. They attend, at pleafurc, the meeting! 
of the inferior degrees, but they are never to occupy 
any office in them, excepting mat of Prefeft of the 
Scotch Knights. Their prefence might overawe and 
intimidate the young adepts, and thus be detrimental 
to the observations they are ordered to make ; for (fi> 
far from conftraint,) the Epopt is to endeavour to 
ftudy them in their moft unguarded moments. H$ ip 
therefore never to intermix witli them but as their 
equal. There is a particular law forbidding him to 
difebfe the degree, or the dais to which he belongs, 
or even his coltuuie.f Thus, biding his fuperiorky, 
find feated on the fame benches befkle the young 
adepts, he exercifes his functions of Scrutator mora 
freely among them in their mutual intercourfe, and 
he judges better of the talents of each- His kttoiis, 
coming from an equal, will fink deeper into their 
minds ; and, without betraying his authority, he w&l 
the better obferve their progrefe and their sailings-* 
Should any of thefc pupils have fliown a zeal and fide- 
lity beyond all doubt, he may take them into his confix 
4cncc ; he will point diem out to the Dean, who may 
fad) them about his perfon, and make them his Aco* 
Utes. The Dean may $ven throw a great part of the 
weight of his correspondence on them, and carry them 
to the Synod of the Epopts, until tbey fliail have 
ibowu tbemfelves worthy of being initiated to all xhp 
myfterks rcferved for this cla&4 

Thus ends that part of the Code which is to be 
communicated to the Epopts. The following Chap- 
ters will delineate the laws and inftrulfyn? which are 
to guide their conduct when admitted to the degree* 
of Regent or Prince of Uluninxjnu 

f Ibid. Nd jx. \ Ibid No. 32. 
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CHAP. XV. 

fitftmdhns for the tifgent or Prince IUuimnee, on tit 
Government of the Order. 

THE prominent feature of all the inftruflioiw giv- rrf - 
en by the IllaminiiAng Legiflator to his Epopts ^ thdfeia* 
h the confceration of their degree to the petvetfion of ftrudwofc 
Ae public opinion, and to the attainment of the em* 
wire of fciences, that he may direft them all to the 
ftpport bf bis cfifbrganizing Liberty and Equality and 
to univerial anarchy. This rtiffioii of perverfbn re*, 
ijuites an affidoity to which not many men are equal ; 
but acfcpts may be found, who, unawe to difHnguifli 
themfelves in fuch millions, may yet be endowed with 
a.fufficient zeal and with the neceflary talents for the 
fljperinttndence and direction of the Brethren. There 
are Others again wbofe difaftrous fuccefles are to be 
recompetlfed by the higher employments in the Order j 
and it is from thefe two daftes of Epopts that the 
Order felefts its Regents. It is aHb for their bftruftion 
that the Legiflator defends into aU the gubernatorj 
minutiae or his niuminifm.— His inftru&ions are com' 
prifed undfer four different heads. I. General Syftem 
of Government for the Order.-4I. Inftruftiohs for 
the degree of Regent.— IH. InftrucYions for the Prt- 
fbfts or Local Superiors.— IV. Inftruftrons for the ' 
Provincial.* 

I have, Jt is true, been obliged to a n ti cipate many 
parts of this Code when unfolding the artifices of the 
lower degrees; but as a confirmation of what has al- 
ready been expofed, in order to bring the different 
objects within one point of view, and to (how the 
dangers of his difaftrous combinations, let us attend to 
the Legiflator when treating of the whole collectively. 
What particularly endeared this degree of Regent to 
WeMhaupt was, that part of his inftrucYron which 
takes a general view, and which lays open the pro- 

Seffive pran to be obferved in the government ot the 
ethren. The reader pemfing the inftru&ions in the 

• JLaft Works of Phil© and Spartacu*, degree of Regent. 
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fame order in which Weifhaupt has written them will 
more cafily conceive the caufe of his predileftion. 



Inftrut&on A. Plan of the General Government qf the? 
Order. 

" I. The mod high and excellent Superiors of th« 
illuftrious Order of true freemafonry do not immedi- 
ately attend to the minutiae of the edifice.— They muft 
not, however, on that account be considered as contri- 
buting left to our happincfe, by their counfels, their 
eflbns, their plans, and the many and powerful re- 
fources with which they furnifh us. 

" II. Thefe excellent and molt gracious Superiors 
have eftabliflied a clafs of Mafons to whom they have 
entrufted the whole plan of our Order. This clafs is 
that of the Regents 

" III. In this plan our Regents hold the firft digni- 
ties. Until admitted to this degree, no perfon can 
hold the office of Prefed or of Local Superior. 

" IV. Every country has its national Superior, who 
holds an immediate correfpondence with our Fathers^ 
at the head of whom is a general who holds the helm 
of the Order. 

" V. Under the National and his Affiftants are the 
Provincials, who each govern their Circle or their 
Province. 

" VI. Every Provincial is furrounded by his Coun- 
cilors. 

" VII. Each Provincial alfo commands a certain 
number of Prefers, who may in like manner have 
their coadjutors in their diftri&s. All thefe, as well at 
the Dean, belong to the clafs of Regents. 

t€ VIII. All thefe offices are for life, excepting in 
cafes of depolition or ejeftment. 

" IX. The Provincial is to be chofen by the Re- 
gents of his province and the National Supetiors, and 
approved by the National.-»\l do not underftand how 
tne Code diftinguifhes between the feveral National 
Superiors and the National in chief; unlefs it be, 
that it denotes in this place as Superiors thofe which 
are called a little higher up Ajfijlants (Gebulfen) of 
this chief.] 
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'* X. *fhe whole* fuccefs of IHuminifin depending 
bn the Regents^ it is but juft that their domeftic wants 
fliould be provided For. They (hall therefore be* the 
firft fdppDed from out of the funds of the Order. 

u XL The Regents of each Province form a par- 
ticular body immediately under the Provincial, 'whom 
they arc to obey 

41 XIT. Thcf offices of Illuminifm not being confi* 
dered in the light of dignities, nor of places ofhomur, 
but as mere employments freely accepted, the Regents 
muft be always ready to labour for the good o? the 
Order, each according to his fituation and to his tal* 
ents. Age is never to be fet forth as a title. It may 
often happen, that the Voungeft is chofen Provincialf 
and the eldeft only a Local Superior or Counfellor, 
fliould the one live in the center, while the other only 
inhabits the extremity of the Province ; or, flioujd 
the former, on account of his natural activity or his 
ftation in life, be more fitted for the place of Superior 
than the latter, though far more eloqfcent — In many, 
cafes, for example* a Regent is not to think it beneath 
his dignity to offer 4 himfelf to difcharge any of the let 
far offices in the Minervd churches (lodges) in which 
he may be ufeful.* 

a XIII. That the Provincial may not be oVer-bur* 
dened with too extenfive a correspondence, all the 
^mbus Licet s and all the letters of the Regents, (hall 
pafs through the hands of the Prefecl, unleis the Pro- 
vincial gives Orders to the contrary. 

u XIV. But the Prefe'ft fliall not open the letters of 
the Hereto ts* Thofe he muft tranfmit to the Provincial* 
who will forward them to their proper deftination." 

" XV. The Provincial has the power of convoking 
the whole of his Regents, or merely thofe whom he 
may think proper, confidering the exigencies of the 
province* He who cannot attend according to his 
fummons muft give the proper notice at l<#ft four 
weeks prior to the' meeting. Bcfides, he is always to 
be ready to give in dn account of what he has done 
for the Order until that period, and (how his willing- 
fiefi to fulfil the intentions of his Provincial and of his 

Vol. in. Ee 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



aoa THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

Iiigh fuperiors. The convocation of Regents muft takfc 
place at lead once a year." 

" XVI. The following inftruftion (B) will ooint 
out more particularly to the Regents thofc objects to 
which they muft chiefly attend." 

* XVII. It has been already obferved, that great 
attention is to be paid to the gradually procuring of 
funds for the Ordet. This may be accomplished by 
attending to the following rules: 

" Each province is to be etitruftcd with the expen* 
tBtufc of its own monies, and only remit fmall contri- 
butions to the fuperiors for the expences of poftage. 
Each lodge atfo is to enjoy the full propriety of itf 
funds fiigtnthutfilich)-- when for my great enterprize 
the aflembly of the Regents levy contributions on the 
funds of die different lodges, they ftall be cbafidered 
but as loan^ and (hall be toade good to the lodges 
with full intetefb* 

Has the 1 illuminiiing legislator then forgotten, that 
it was Property which gave the firft deadly blow to 
Equality and Liberty ? Certainly not ; but more than 
o*b great enterprise will be neceflary to prepare the 
bast, Which is to annihilate all property whatfoever ; 
meanwhile the (Order i& glad to enjoy its own, and to 
make the inferior lodges believe that they are Dot to 
be pillaged of any thiftg that belongs to them. 

« The Provincial has no fund allotted to him, but he 
has an exaft return of all thofe or his province." 

* The general receipts win confift- i\ In the contri- 
butions paid on the receptions of Mafons (freymaurer- 
receptlons-gelder)-*!*. In the wet-phis of tne monthly 
contributions-— 3 d . In voluntary lubfcnptions— 4 . In 
lines— 5 . In legacies and donations— 6°. la our com- 
merce and traffic (handel and gewerbe./ 9 

« The expences are— 1°. The expences of the meet- 
ings, poftage, decorations, and fome few journics — 
a # . Penfions to the poor brethren who have no other 
means of fubfiftence— a°. Sums paid for the promotion 
of the grand oljett of the Order— tf. Sums paid for the 
encouraging of talents— 5 . The expences of experi- 
ments and trials— 6\ For widows and children- 7 . 
For foundations. 

Thus terminates the firft part of the inftrudlions for 
the Regent. After the reading of this, which takes 
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place on the day of his inauguration* bis attention is 
colled to the following : 

InfiruQion B far the whole degree 
of Regent. 

The reader has feen (utfupra, art. xvi.) the Regent td Pan of 
forewarned to pay a particular attention to this (econd the inftruo 
part of the inftruftions. Let the reader alfo profit of t *°* 
the hint. He wiU fee that many of the arcana of the 
fedt (till remain to be revealed. 

u L The object of the Order being to render mail 
more happy, virtue more attraltf ve A and vice kfs pow- 
erful, it is neceflary that our brethren, (be teachers and 
governors of mankind, fhouJd publicly aflume an unim- 
peachable character. A Resent of IHuminifra therf - 
lore wiU be the moll: perfect of men. He will be 
prudent, provident, ingenious, irreproachable, and of 
manners io urbaae that bis company (hall be courted 
with avidity. He is to acquire the reputation of being 
enlightened, benevolent, honcft, difinterefted, and fufl 
of ardouj for great and extraordinary enterprifes, all 
contributing to the general gopcL^ 

It would be ufeleis to recall to the mind of my read- 
er what is to be underftood, in the language of Ulumi- 
nifin, by virtue, vice, or public good. He will there- 
fore on, reflection be the kfs furprifed at perufing the 
following inftruftions framed for thefc virtuous teach* 
\ ers and grocrnors of mankind v 

* n. Thp Regents are to ftudy the means of ruling 
and governing without betraying a$y fuch intention." 
Under the mafk of humility, tot of a real and candid 
humility, grounded on the yerfuafon of their own 
weaknefs, an<J on the conviction that their whole 
fhength reftj on our union, they muft cxercife w abfo- 
lute and boundlefs dominion^ and muft #re& every 
thing towards the attainment of the views of the 
Order." 

" Let them avoid a pedantic refcrvc, at once di& 
gufting and ridiculous in the eyes of the Cage. Let 
them give the example of a refpeftful fubmuHon to 

* Die Rcgenten folleo die kunft ftudiren zu herfchcQ, ohne da# anfct 
hen davon zu haben. 

j- Soften fie unumfchrankt regieren. 

Vol. HI. E e » 
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the Superiors, Should they, be ppffeffed of t the advan- 
tages of birth, it wifi be an additional realon for Glow- 
ing their obedience^to a Superior born in a lower fta- 
tion of life^-Let; their conduft,vary according to the 
perfons with whom they have to deal. Let the Re- 
gent be the confidant of one, the father of another, 
the fcholar of a third ; very feldom a fevere and inex- 
orable Superior, and even on fuch occasions let him 
fhow with how much unwillingnefs he cfercifes fucji 
feverity. He will fay, for example, that he fincerely 
fifties the Order had given fo ditaWeeable a commif- 
fion to fome other perfon; and that he is weary of 
afting the part of fchoolmafter with a man who fhould 
long fince haye known how to conduft himfclf. 

" III. The grand objeft of our /acred legion Jprcad 
throughout' the uuiverfe being the triumph of virtue 
and of wifdom, every Regent miift endeavour to efta- 
blifli a certain (quality among men.— Let him take the 
part of thofe who are too much debstfed, and humble 
the proud. Let him never fuffer the fool to lord it 
too much over the man of wit, the wicked over the 
good, the igtiorant over the learned, nor the lyeak 
over the ftrpng, though the latter fliould in reality be 
in the wrong.* 

* IY- The means of acquiring an afcendancy over 
men are incalculable. Who could enumerate them 
all ? . . . They muft vary with the difpofition of the 
times. At one period it is a tafte for the marvellous 
and extraordinary that is to be wrought upon. At 
another the lure of fecret focieties is to be held out. 
*• For this reafon it is very proper to mcke your wjcriors 
believe, without telling them the real ftate of the cafo f 
that all othet fecret focieties, particularly that of Free- 
mafonry, are jeer etly dire fled by us. Or elfe, and it is 

REALLY THE FACT TM SOME STATES, THAT POTENT Mo- 
JiARCHS ARE GOVERNED BY OVR OREER. iVhen Ofty 

thing remarkable or important comes to pafs, lnnt that it 
originated with our Order.— Should any perfon hy his 
merit acquire a great reputation, let it be generally tm- 
der flood that he is one of us." 
How fmoothly flows this combination of artifice 

* Er foil nicht lciden dais der dummerc fiber den klflgcrn— 4et 
Scbwachcrc fiber den (tarkera, auch wens dicfer unrccht habax £>lltc» 
i u fehr dtn mcifter fyiele. 
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from the pen pf the JUuminipig J^egjifiator ! But I 
hope {hat my reader wilhnot expeft to find a method 
in my tranflation, where the Lqgiflator has difdainejd 
.method. It is eafy to perceive, that to heap artiifce 
upon artifice is much more his object, than to give a 
ftudied conneftjon to principles with which he fuppofes 
his adepts to be fuiEciently imgreflcd. Or may it not 
be faid, that this diforder is the effect of ftudicd art? 
.But let us proceed and trace the fteps of Weifhaupt. 

" With no other object than to give your orders the 
appearance of coining from a myfrerious hand, you 
may, for example, put a letter under th? plate of an 
adept when dining at an imv though ■ it might have 
been a much Iefs trouble to , forward it -to hihi at his 
own lodgings— You may attend Iai;ge and commercial 
owns during the time of fairs in different charac- 
ters, as a Merchant^ an Officer ', <an Abbe. t £very where 
you will perfonate an extraordinary man haying im- 
portant bufinefc on your bands.— But all this muft be 
done with a great deal of art and caution, left you 
fhould have the appearance of an adventurer. It is to 
be well underftood, that thefe characters are not to be 
affumed in towns where you are likely to be difcovered 
either by the Police or the ftandersJ>y. — At othe,r 
times, you may write your orders with -a cheruical 
preparation of ink wbigh di&ppears after a certain 
time., '•-.,,., 

%i V. A Regent is as much as poffible to hide From 
his inferiors all his weakneffes, even his ill-health, or 
difgufts ; at any rate Jie is never to complain. 

" VI. Here he repeats the instruction on the art of 
flattering and gaining over women to their caufe, al- 
ready traofcribedf page 25. 

" VII. You mult alfo gain over to the Order the 
common people. The great plan for fucceeding in . 
this is to influence the Schools. You may alfo attempt 
it by liberalities, or by great (how apd fplendour ; at 
other tfrncfe by making yourfclf popular, and even to- 
lerating, with ap air of patietue^prcjuilices which may 
hereafter be ^•^lually eradicated. 

" VIII. When you have fucceeded any where ifi 
making yourfelf mafter of the public authority anjl 
government, you will pretend not to have the leaft 
power, for fear of awakening the attention of thofo 
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' wbo may oppofe as. But, on the contrary, when yoti 
find it impoflible to fucceed, you will aflbme the cha- 
rafter of a pcrfon who has every thing at his com- 
mand. That will make us both feared and fought 
after, and of courfc will ftrengthen our party. 

u IX, All the ill fuccefs or Sfgulb which may befell 
the Order are to be concealed with the utmoft caution 
from the inferiors* 

** X. It is the duty of the Regents to fupply the 
wants of the Brethren, and to procure the beft employ- 
ments for tbem, after having given the proper intima- 
tion tq the Superior. 

"XI. The Regents fliall be particularly cautious and 
difcreet In jtheir difcourfe ;— but fliall carefully avoid 
any thing denoting the Ijcaft perplexity of mind — 
There are even fome occafions whereon an extenfive 
genius is to be affected ; on others, they may pretend 
that their friendfhip has made them fay a word too 
much )[ by thefe xrieans the fccrecy of the inferior k 
put to the teft. They may alfo fpread certain reports 
among our people, which may prepare them to re- 
ceive ujteas which the Order wilhes to infufe into their 
minds. ' On all doubtful occafiobs, the Regent wilt 
.confute his Superiors by means of a guibus Licet." 

"XII. Whatever rank or ftation a Regent may 
hold in the Order, he will feklom anfwer the queftions 
of the inferiors verbally, but generally in writing, that 
he may have time to reflect or even confult on due 
enfwers he (hould give.** 

u XIII. Tlie Regents will unceafingly attend ta 
every thing relating to the grand interffts of the Or- 
der, to the operations of commerce, or fuch things as 
may in any way contribute to augment the power of 
the Order. They will tranfmit all plans of that na- 
ture to the Provincial Should it be a cafe requiring 
Expedition, he wiHrive him advice of it by fome other 
channel than the ^utbits Licets, which the Provincial 
his not thepower o£ opening." 

« XIV. They will follow the feme line of conduft 
with refpeft to every thing that tends to influence the 
Order in general ; and find means of putting its united 
forces in motion at one and the fame time." 

** XV. When an author fets/orth principles true in 
thettifelve^ but wfneb do not as yetfuxt our general pLm 
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of education for the world ; or principles the publication 
of which is premature ; every effort muji of made to 
gain over the author ; but Jhould all our attempts fail, 
and we Jhould be unable to entice him into the Order, let ■ 
him be difcredxted by every poffible means? 

u XVI. If a Regent jhould conceive hopes of fucceed- 
ing in fupprejfmg any religious houJes f and or applying 
their revenues to our objeft, for example, to the ejta- 
blifhment of proper coumtiy schools ; he may depend 
on it, that fuch a project would be particularly grateful 
to the Superiors.* 

" XVII. The Regents will alfo turn their attention 
towards a folid plan for eftabltfhing a fund to fuppott 
the widows of the brethren.* 

" XVIII. One of our moji important objeds muft be f 
to binder the fervtle veneration of the people for Princes 
from being carried too far. AH foch abjecT flattery 
tends only to make thofe men worfe who are already 
for the moft part of very common and weak under* 
(landings. You will (how an example of the proper, 
conduft to be held in this refped. ^ Shun all familiarity 
with them ; behave to them politely, but without cofr 
Jtraint, that thy may honour and fear you. Write and 
(peak of them as you would of other men, that they 
may be made to recollect that they are but men like 
other people, and that their authority is a thing purely 
conventional."* 

" XIX. When there happens to be a man of merit 
among our adepts but little known by or entirely un- 
known to the public, no pains are to pe fpared to ac- 
quire celebrity for him. Let our difguifed brethren eve- 
ry where (bund the trumpet of his praifes, and force 
envy and party (pirit to be filcnt." 

" XX. The eflay of our principles and of our fchools 
is mod eafily and moft fucceisfully made in fmall 
dates. The inhabitants of capitals and commercial 
towns are too corrupt, too much a prey to their pat 
(ions, and think themfclves too much enlightened, to 
fubmit to our leflbns." 

" XXI. It is tfeful to fend yifitors from time to time, 
or to give a Regent that is travelling the commiffion 
to vilit the meetings, to aflt for the minutes, and to call 

• Erne unferer Yornehmften forgen muft auch fern, utter das *6Bu 
fclavifchc f urdco vcrebrung nick zu bock ftcigen su Ufa, 4w. Jc* 
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oft the brethren in ordfcr to examine thrir papers of 
journals, and receive their complaints.— Thefe Henipo* 
tentiaries, prefenting \ themfelves in the name of the 
high Superiors, may correft many faults, and boldly 
fupprcfs abufes which the Prefefts had not the courage 
to reform; thdugh ready to enforce the commands of 
the vifitor. 

« XXII. If our Order cannot eftablifli itfelf in any 
particular place with all the forms- and regular pro- 
gfefs of our degrees* fime other form tnuft be affumedJ 
Always have the ohjeft in view; that is the effentiat 1 
point* No nukter what the clock may be, provided you- 
fucceed ; a cloak is hovjever always neceffhty, for inje- 
wecy our ftrengtb principally liesr 

" XXIII. Fbr this reafon we fhould always conceal 
ourfelves under the name of fome other aflbciation. 
TTie* ififerior lodges of Freemasonry are the mo/t cott- 
venient cloaks for our grand objeft, rdiis fcbichUche kkid 
fur unfere bohere zwecke) becaufe tne world is already * 
familiarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or f 
w orthy, of their attention can fpring from Mafonry.*-* 
Ik name of a literary focict^ is alfb a ^proper malk ' 
for our firft clafles. Under iuch a malk, (hould our 
affembfie9 bt difoavcred, we majr confidently aifert, 
that the reaftm <Sf our holding Secret aflcmbHes was 
partly to give -a greater intereft and charm to our ' 
purfuits ; partly to keep off the crowd, and not to ex- 
pofe ourfelves to the banter inff and jealoiify of others % 
in fliort to hide ithi weaknew 6f an , aflbciation as yet 
but in its infancy." ' : 

" XXIV. It is of the trtmoft impbrtanee for us to 
ftudy the coHftitutkms of other fecrct focieties and to 
govern them. The Regent is even bound, after hav- 
ing obtained leave of hfe fuperiors, to gain admit- 
tance into thoie' focieties, but he muft not undertake 
too many engagements. This is ah additional reafotl 
why our Ordfcr fh6uld remain fecrefc" 

" XXV. The higher degrees muft always be hidden ' 
from the lower. A perfon more willingly receives or* 
ders from a ({ranger than from men in vlhom be gradu* 
ally dif overs a multitude ofdefefls. By this precaution 
one may keep the inferiors in a more proper awe ; for 
they naturally pay greater attention to their behaviour 
when they think themfelves furrounded by perfoju 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Who arc obferving them ; at firft, thjeir virtue may be 
the effect of conftraint> but cuftom will foon make it 
habitat." 

"XXVI. Never We fight of the military fchools* 
of the academies, printing pre&s, libraries* cathedral 
thapters, or any public eftablifhments that can influ- 
ence education or government. Let our Regents per- 
Stually attend to the various means, and form plant 
• making u£ matters of all thefc eftablifhments."* 

* XXVII. In general, and independent of their part 
tiariar employment, the grand objeft of our Regfcnts 
mutt be an habitual attd conftant application to every 
firing which c*n id any way add to the perfe&ion and 
to the power o£ our Order, that it may become for 
future ages the raoft perfeft model of government 
that can enter the mind of man ;" or in other wdrds, 
that it may be hereafter Caad, filch wa$ the famous a£* 
focktion which, bv perpetually perfecting its laws an J 
governments, at length taught mankind to call off 
every law and every government* t% would be ufeleis 
for me tothink of adducing farther proofs to demon-* 
ftrafe fbat fuch is the real bbjeft of the pretended per- 
fection 6t illuminifm. The myfteries ot the Seft have 
been too clearly laid open for us to harbour the final- 
left doubt of their intention. Uut to acquire this per* 
feftion and power for the Seft> Wcifliaiipt has model* 
led AMI farther laws for his Regent^ according M 
the different offices they hold in the Hierarchy of tW 
Order.f 

• SCUtairfchukn, acaderaien, feudidhidkdwycn 4 Bmchladen, Donv 
4apttcl, «nd alles wa* fio einflufs auf bildung und regierua* but, mills 
ok an den augen gelauen werden ; und die Regcntcn follen unauf- 
teffkh plane entwerfen, wic man es anfangen -kbnne, fiber dicfclbcn 
gewak su bekonmen. 

f For the whole of the Second Part of this Chapter fee the Infirua'nn 
Mjfar the Dfgret tf HegeM, of which it if nearly a literal tranflationi 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Continuation of tlx InfWuSbons on tlje Government of 
the IUuminees-~Laws for the Local Superiors. 

GREAT as the authority of the Major IUuminees 
over the Minerval Academies may appear at firft 
fight, no perfon of the preparatory clafs is in faft cn- 
trufted with any real authority. Even the Scotch 
Knight in his intermediary clafe does not enjoy any. 
The Order recognizes as real Superiors none but tbofe 
who have been initiated into the clafs of the Myfte- 
Yies. Even in that clafs the adept mult have attained 
the degree of Regent before he can be named Prefeft 
for the Scotch Knights, or Dean of his diftrift. Thofc 
are the firft two offices which the Order coniiders as 
having any real authority over the Brethren. 

Though the Code exprefsly declares, that each 
Superior Avail find in his inftru&ions the refpedive 
laws concerning his particular duty, it certainly con- 
tains none for the office of Dean. A fingle Chapter 
is indeed to be found in the Code on bis eleftion and 
confecration. On the firft eftablifhment of a new dif 
trift he is ele&ed by the Provincial ; but on his depo- 
fition or death the Epopts aflemble and choofe a 
fucceflbr by the plurality of votes, the Provincial only 
having the right of confirming fuch an eledion. Wkh 
regard to what the Code terms his confecration (Wei- 
hung des decanij it is generally performed by what 
is called a Plenipotentiary, and in a fort of barbarous 
Latin, extremely inelegant. Were not the impiety of 
it as abominable as the ceremonial is low, it might 
form an excellent fcene for the theatres of Bartholo- 
mew fair. The llluminizing Legiilator, a very inferior 
copyift of Moliert's Malade Itnaginaire, ridicules St. 
Paul, Mofes, and all religious ceremonies, as Molierc 
did the quack diiciples of Hippocrates. Little wit is 
required to fcofF at religious rites, and yet our Legis- 
lator has only iucceedecf in being difguftingly impious. 
Such turpitude is not worthy our notice, for uom but 
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Epqpts can admire it 5 this neverthelefs is all the infor- 
mation the Code can give us refpefting the Dean.* 

* Should any adept wi/h for a fpeciroen of this miferable 
farce, let him figure to himfelf an a/Tembly of Epopts in their 
iacerdotal habits. The delegate opens the piece by Domine 
aperi os menm : The two Affiftants repeat the fame — Tbt 
Plenipotentiary Fill mi quid poftulas ? The Delegate Ut Deus 
et Superior*! noftri concedant nobis Decanum hunc quern ad 
te duco. — Plenip. Habetis decretum ? — Habemus— Legatur-~ 
Communi TOto atque confenfu fuperiorum elegimus nobb in 
Decanum Fratrem N. N. Prefbiterum Noltras Provincial, 
Majoris Ordinis verum atque prudentem hofpitalera, mori- 
bus ornatum, fapientero, illuminaturo et manfuetum, Deo et 
fuperiortbus noftris per omnia placentemque ad Celfitudinis 
vettrae dignitatem adducere, quatenus autore Domino nobis 
velut idoneus Decanus' prae-efTe valeat ut prodefTe, nolque fub 
ejus (apienti regimrae in fecuritate ac quiete magnis fcientiia 
aiufque operibus curare poffimus — Plenty. Difpofuifti domni 
tux \ — The Ele3 Difpoibi — Nofti quanta fit Decani cura et 
qui pceni infligantur wfideles et Delatores I — Duce me Do- 
mine— Ego au&oritate fuperiorum indu&us firmker fub inter- 
jninatione anathemaris, inhibeo tibi, ne quid de fcientiis oc- 
culta, vel fecreta tibi revelanda abducas, furripias, vel alicui 
profano communices. Si tu autem aliquid attentare praefum- 
(eris, maledictus eris in domo et extra domura, malediclus in 
civitate et in agro, maledi&us vigilando et dormicndo, ma- 
ledi&us manducando et bibendo, malediclu* arabulando et * 

fedcndo, raaledicla erunt caro et offa, et fanitatcm non babebis 
a plant! pedis ufque ad verticem. Veniat tunc fuper te 
maledi&io.qnam per Moyfen in lege filio iniquitatis Dominus 
proroifit. Deleatur nomen tuum in libro viventium, et cum 
juftis non amphus fcribatur, fiat pars et heredftas tua cum Cain 
fratficida, cum Dathan et Abiron, cum Anania et Saphirsl, 
cum Simone Mago et Juda proditore. Vide ergo ne quid 
feceris, quo anathema mercris, — Here follow the impojithn of 
hands ) the exhortation*, and the benedktions, all m Latin. The 
OficuiSorf extending hie bands again on the head of the EleS* 
terminates the ceremony with the following words : Sicut ros 
Henuon qui defcendit in montem Sion, fie defcendat fuper te 
Dei fumm* fapientiae benediftio (fee the laft works of Spar* 
taeus — Nachricht von JVeibung eines Decani. J What execrable 
impiety mud the Seel have infufed into its Epopts to expect 
jhat fuch an impious derifion of the Scriptures and of the 
njoft f^cred rights could give them pleafure i JUct not tfo 
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The fame cannot be (aid of the inftruftions for *tye 
Prefefls. Thefe Local Superiors may have as many as 
eight Lodges at a time under their command, parti* 
Miner val, and partly Mafomc. The Prefcft is the firlt 
Regent within his prefe&ure, and has the dire&ion of 
all that part of the Order (tiled in the Code the lower 
part of the edifice. All' the £S>uibm Licets of his diftri$ 

Safe through bis hands. He opens thofe of th? Scotch 
flights^ and the Solis of the Notices and Mincrvals ; 
but every tying elfe he tranfmits to the higher Su- 
periors. When he founds new Lodges, or receives 
new Brethren, he gives the new Geographical names 
"and Chara(leriftks % which he (clefts from tjie lift that 
he has received from the Provincial. He makes a ge^ 
neral report tp the Provincial of every thing that has 
happened within his prefe&ure once a month ; and 
every three months tranfmits the reverb letters, the 
tablets lent bv the Scrutators ykh notes on their politic 
<al and moral conduct, and an oad return of the ilatc 
of the funds belonging to each Lodge. He decides 
on the promotion of the Brethren as far as Scotch 
Knight, but can confer the latter degree only wkh the 
content o£ the Provincial-v-He has the right once a 
year of commanding aty the adepts under his direftio* 
f o return whatever writings the Order may have en* 
trufted them with— He returns them to thofe on whole 
fidelity he has rcafon to rely, but not to thofe whom 
\?e may have any reafon to fitfpc&y or iyb$ are intend- 
ed to be di/hiijfed.* 

The foundation of the Edifice refts folely pn the 
vigilance, experience, and zeal of the PrefcA.— And 
it was to the dire&ion of their conduA in every part 
of the Government that Weifliaupt dedicated bis kit 
fons under the following heads :— I. Preparation, — II. 
Tuition of tlx Pupils.-rUL Spirit or love of the Order. 
r-IV. Subordination.-- V.. Secrecy. --£&& of thefc arti- 
cles contains a cloud of thofe artifices which the re*, 
der has teen hjterfperfed in divers parts of the Code,, 
hut which now become the peculiar ftudy of the Pre- 
loader think that I have exaggerated this barbarous cant. 
The whole ceremony is a buffoonery of the lowed clafs. \ipz 
pitty depraves every thing, even the tafte for literature. 

* Inftmdions C for Uw Regent*, and No. I-»X. 
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&t I (hall only cxtraA the mod ftriking, or thofe 
on which the Legiflator particularly infifts ; foch, for 
example, as the following, to be found in the firft 
pages of the head Preparation. 

44 Our ftrcngth chiefly confifts in numbers ; but 
much will alio depend on the means employed to form 
the pupil— Young people are pliant and eaiily take the 
♦mpreiBon.^ " The Prefect will therefore fpare no 
41 pains to gam poffeffion of the Schools which lie 
< c within his diftricl, and alfo of the'w teachers. He 
44 will find means of placing them under the tuition 
41 of members of our Order ; for this is the true me- 
44 thod of infufing our principles and of training our 
" young men : k is thus that the mod ingenious men 
44 are prepared to labour for us acx} are brought into 
l< discipline j and thus the affection conceived by our 
41 young pupils for the Order, will gain as deep root 
" as do all other early impreffions." 

Under the fame head are to be found inftruclions 
for the Prefect equally curious, on the propagation 
of the Order. 

44 When a new colony is to be founded, begin by 
«* choofing a bold and enterprifing adept entirely de- 
44 voted to the Order. $end him fome time before- 
44 hand to live on the (pot where you intend making 

* the new eftabliflmient." 

44 Before you proceed to people the extremities, be> 

* gin by making your ground good at the centre.'!, 
44 Your next object mud be, to gain over fuch 

* perfons as are conftant refidents, as Merchants and 

* Canons." 

44 Such millions fhonld only be entrufted to brethren 

* of independent fortune ', and who would occafion no 
44 expence to the Order ; for though all the brethren 
44 are entitled to fuccour when in real want, yet thoic 
41 of one province are as feldom as pofliblc to be an 
" expence to the neighbouring ones. Nor are the 
44 other diftri&s by any means to be made acquainted 
14 with the weaknefs of the Order in yours. Befidc% 
44 the funds mud find a fufficiency to fuccour thofe of 
44 the Minerval febool who may ftand in need of it» 
14 that our promifes in their cafe may be performed." 

« You will not feck tp extend yourfctf till you have 
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u confolidated your eftabli Aimer r in the capital of 
"«* your diftrich" 

" You will ferioufly examine and cautioufly fele& 
from the brethren thofe who are the molt able to un- 
dertake fuch a mlfliod.— You will next confider whe- 
ther it will be proper ro begin your eftablifliment by 
a Mintrval church or a Matontc lodged 
« " Pay mod particular attention to the man whom 
you place at the head of the new colony ; obferve 
whether he is courageous, zealous, prudent, exaft, and 
piindual ; whether fitted for the forming new adepts ; 
whether he enjoys a good reputation or is much con- 
sidered 5 whether he is a man of bufinefs and capable 
of a ferious and conftant application :' in (hort, whe- 
ther he has all tbe neceffary qualifications for an un- 
dertaking of fuch high importance* 
j « Confider aUb the locality. Is the place propofed 
near to or diftant from the capital of your diftrift ? — 
Is it a dangerous or fafe fituation for fuch an under- 
taking r"--I| it great or fmatt, matt or lefs populous? 
—By what means can you beft fucceed, and which can 
be eaficft employed ?~ What time would be requlfite 
for {he perfc&ing of fuch an eftablifhmcnt ?— To what 
•ptrfons can you apply on firft fetting off?— If your 
firft applications be ill made, all future attempts will 
be fruitlefs.— What pretence or what name is tp be 
fltfumed ?— How is the new colony to be fubordinated 
or co-ordinated ? that is to fay, what fuperiors (hall It 
be under, and with what lodges (hall it correfpond ?" 

" When you (hall have acquired fufficient ftrength 
in your new colony, and particularly if our brethren 
enjoy the fir ft dignities of the ftate, if they may freelv 
*uid openly (how themfelvcs formidable to their oppo- 
nents, and make theni feel tbe painful confequences of 
counteracting the views of tbe Order ; if you have 
wherewith to (aristy the wants of the brethren ; if, fo 
far from having to fear from the government, the 
Order direfts thofc who hold the reins— Then be at 
fured that we fliaU not be wanting in numbers or in 
the choice of adepts; we (hallfoon have more than 
»we have occalion for. / cannot too jhougly recommend 
this method of proceeding? 

« If it be neceflary for us to be matters of the or- 
<c dipary fchools, of how much more importance will 
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THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY* 

a it he to gain ovti*the ecclefiaftical feminaries and their 

* fuperiors ! With tlxm we gain over the chief part 
u of the country ; we acquire the fupport of the greateji 
u enemies to innovation ; and the grand point of all is, 
u that through the clergy we become majlers of the mid* 
u die and lower clajfes of the people J 9 

" But remember, that great caution is neceflary 
€t with the Ecclefiaftics. Thefe gentlemen are gene- 
" rally either too free or too fcrupulous ; atid thofe 
u who arc too free have feldom any morals." The 
legislator then proceeds to the excluiion of the reli- 
gious, and tells the Iniinu^tor to avoid the Jcfuits a3 
he would the plague. 

While perufing thefe laws, I fuppofe the reader 
makes nearly the fame refle&ions which I am tempted 
every iuftant to commit to paper.— Should the follow* 
ing article ever meet the eye c* a Prince, it will give 
him ample room for reflection. 

" When the Prefect (hall have gradually fucceeded 
u in placing the mod zealous membep or the Order 

* in the council* and offices under the Prince, he will 
" have arrived at the full extent of his coromiffion. 
*' He will have done •much more than if he had initio* 
« ted the Prince himfelf .»* 

" In general, Princes are not to be admitted into 
a the Order, and even thofe who are received are fel- 
" dom to be permitted to rife above the degree of 
" Scotch Knight: 9 

After what lias been fcen of this degree and thofe 
that precede, it is rather extraordinary that Weifliaupt 
fhould deign to grant admiflion to Princes ; for he did 
not wait for this degree before he clearly inlinuated 
his plans. Princes, at leaft, who had not furmifed 
them before their admiflion to that degree muft have 
been void of penetration indeed. What hopes then 
could the lcgiflator entertain of their not perceiving 
his plots againft all legitimate authority? His conh* 
denttal letters will explain the enigma :~- " Brethren," 
he writes to his Areopagites, " you will take care to 

have the following corrections made before you 
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• Kann der Prafe& die f iirftllchen Dicafterien und Rathe nach und 
aach rait cifrigen ordens-mit-gliedern befetzen, fo hat er alles gethait, 
was cr thun konte. £• tit mchr, als weon cr den f ftrfttn felbft auf« 
genommen batte. 
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u rtiow the conftimtions of our degrees to die Efe&or. 
44 —In the degree of Minor Itbmimee in place of thte 
u words im!>eale Monks fay imbecile men*±-ln the de* 
u gree of Major Iilundnee blot otit the words Priefts 

* and Princes art in our way. With refpeft to the 
« degree of Ptieji (how no part of k exceptmg the 
44 dijeourfi onfcicnceS) and read that over carefully left 

* any aUufitm or reference to any other part of the dc± 
44 gree flmdd remain? 9 * Thefe corrections begin to 
clear the enigma fc a more infidious expedient will veil 
his plots in complete darknefi. " I mean? fats Weit 
haupt when fpeaking to the Areopagites of the info 
rior degrees* " to revi/e the whole fyftem? Thenj 
attributing to the Jefiiits his' own immorality, he fays, 

* I mean that it fhould be a complete Jefuitical piece j 

* not a tingle word (hall be found in it that can in any 
u way be cavilled at by religious or political govern* 
" ments. Let us ad with caution ; do nothing with* 
44 out a reafdn \ things rauft be prepared arid brought 
u on ftep by dcj>"\ The adept who has given us the 
tnoft complete and candid account of the degrees dt 
lUuininifm aftures lis, that he had feen a difcourfe for 
the degree of Epopt ia which every thing refpeding 
religion and government was otnkted4 

Here dien we find Wcifhaupt Hot only correcting 
but even forming fiftkious degrees to dupe the prince* 
]y adept, and to perfiiade him that the dark and myft 
terious receiles of the hireling crew have been laid 
opch to him, while the real adept fmiles at his ere* 
dulity. Such artifice certainly aggravates Weifhaupt'i 
criminality. But will that excute the princely adept I 
Notwithftanding the veil artfully thrown over the W 
J>ious and feditious principles of the fed, did he not 
begin by fwearing obedience and prote&on to the Or* 
der? His court foon fwarms with Uluminecs ; he thinks 
he reigns over them, but is no more than their (lately 
captive. And fhould be fall their viftim, will it Hot 
be faid that he met with his juft fate ? What ftrange 
madnefs can induce Princes to inferibe their names on 
the regifters of ferret focieties ! Have they not duties 
to fulfil towards the public ? On what right can their 

• Orig. Writ. Vol. II, id Jan. 1785. 

j IMd<-~Weifltaupt'» Let. 15th March, 17 81. 

I Ucfchichte dcr iUarain. Grad. Page 66. 
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' f&rmjfliny and protection |ic gf ouiutecl, fworfi 
in _'the receflcs of fecrct lodgfcs> to m*i*'w|io Hide tbeim 
&&$'&matj>^c u'ww ; when their labours> xarcs, And 
^t^ffioi>p<>\rciv.aue ta jemftepf) ovar the nibble ftata 
jirfito^iattkcirizoDSi Onohe thfdne, or witty paten* 
lions .to k K /ia tbcf not dcgr^dfegly >ftrdar obediexuxft 
^lJ*, pborcAk» ^ Mailets tt ifcfcdgcsi By tvhat right 
fcMth^'|*ta)fari^ frbm Iddgesf • 

When' tb«r:lbl^^:^wTO .aUtj^bce. «^ fideBrij^JW) 
fhem> did t&ofc l fab^(^ cxpiAifl ^!gowri\ed;l7^t 
flavc, or be ;fubjc5clck ta Ipwr^Moddlmed indeed by 
A^ir Priace, hot dilated bjr (baae M^a-Imt^nee or 
faficrudtm? A^d^ye, magiftratrijof the ^ppfey sqho 
ire to fit fr* judgment over; the. mutual and difpiitrtl 
criaims rf tfee citizens i general; vftat-ionfidencc-ican 
be placet* in ytjuvtutef ^obrhawe ftrowi oi«&i5W^ krf 
prottftioo to thda ifluminrzin^ fe&, evert in adtons juft 
or uxju/t£~S*U]h reflections will .rife liefolgciit ftorti 
^he page othatoryl -apd would to God that- 'the (Revo- 
lution had not already indelibly enjrtfavfrd them t > 
y& 4*cCJtifkirfe (hould have diredfced the afttans of 
&big? tifyrfmAfod Hie place' of nobler motives, ithe 
'^jh&illfir Wfl ^»ve 'found*. ar$pfe< matter ;iii jthc 
Nfflctamifip'tp ftimulote his* when tie t«ut>cafti 
his we ori'thrftfowlng article corftained iu tire in* 
ftniffions for<|h(* : Prefers;. oil loca£ flupcriors^untter 
ttie head fitmathn of .pupils*'- << KVtaJt fvSll iqinfberis 
^^L^ji^N^ ^ nmitinsj of fedtimenk dcr map 
^dM^I(i«^^^#; ip ft ate of Ufa «oi difanfe tfch& 
S%*#fcottr owr labours or **rf trials* 'J To acciiftota 
them to^drfpife all dHtiwfttonv and to view thejworld 
*&& huntfta tiatdrfe In the grand fcale* the Prefe&vflwdi 
tarjefbHy tolfoA alK the anecdotes ;hc can> ren^arjeahte 
Cither for tbfcir generofity or meonnefe* not regarding 
to Whom ttoty relate whether Princes 6r Otizens, ridh 
tor poor* ^wlH trattfiwit th«nt tcrthe Mafter&trf the 
Minerals; "arid fhefe will expoTe -them ift a proper 
foamier to their pupils. They *8l not forget to give 
tfce natae of < the fVinoe or jjreat jperfonage, *hougk 
the trait (boufcj dijfoonour blm y* for/' fays the Goafy 

* every member qauft be inade fcrtfible, that we diftnS- 
" bote impartial Juftice, and th^tt aimong as the widte4 

* man upon the throng is called a ttttain (e&t fibkrit 
•Yol. III.L: -: < G g 
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^AwjPjjuft as freely, if not more fo, than tht ttimSnit 

# wfeo is being led the gallows." : * 
i Under the Tame head we -may obferve another arti* 
de remarkable enough, on the means of rendering the 
language of the adepts more uniform, when fpeolong 
before any of the Qrder, or of frftf relattog, to it. 

; . On. thefe-6fccifi«»ife the Prefeft wiHtfakrcarefccretlf 
• tcimftruft th* Iprwer. Superiors in wbatftytetbeyiareto 
bold forth, what ideas to propagate, andiin wbatr mart 
iier ' they (hoqldrniakcv tfeeir pupils fpeaJb : %t Hende 
«* the pupib will conftantly accord theimfekes in evctf 
^ thing, Whether in: language or adkffl, with the S& 
^ -periors, thoiigft thrir motives maybe unfcnown tb 

# them. By liiefe. means we fball fcil fcsid towards 
Ptht femt object the » young adepts will accuftom 
P themfetves ta fearchj.aiid dive into, the ihfcntifcns of 

# the Order ; to refrain frotx*;a£ting» or to be filent ocp 
j^nall doubtful occafions, till; they have received the 
^adWce or orders of tlicir Superior as to what they 
u ought to do or fi|y;? - . r .•♦.-/ ; : ■:. {, ., V 

} Under the hfcadZoto or Spirit of the Order, the Prc- 
idSt j& itoftru&ed, that fnch Love- or Spirik fe to be in* 
fdfed by defcanting on' the beauty &ud hrjpbrtanee erf 
the abjeft of the S6ft> die ihtegrity : of Hs member^ 
the greatne& and cer&taty of its ifteai»> the utiSty of 
ttar inftru&ion fea£arte<V and fecitrity proroifed to all 
its pupils by the Order.— This Lo^f wW always be 
proportionate to the certainty of bthtg. imppy white at? 
4ached4o the Order % and of finding real bapptnefi, in m 
other ;place% r : To-ftimuktte k$ he mujt afotayr feed them 
^mtbxhc hopes of new dijevueries rtoote,and mbre impor* 
Jfrwfi; and, left thefr zWA ihouM dimimil^ ic fry to 1 keep 
•o^r pupils co?ijia*aty occupied with objttls, relating to 
pie Order ; make jit, their favorite putjiiU.+~Se£ what 
the RomaivCathoiic.Cbufch does to; make; its religion 
familiar to its followers, boW; it keeps their attention 
inceflantJy towards it; mddel yourfetf /by that.— 4t 
would, be impofliblfc to forefee,, all c^fes 4nd lay down 
rules for them ;-~JL*t ifr'then be the ctfnftant ftudy of 
ihe Prefeds and other Superiors to prepare tbemfelvts 
&f tinforefeen eve*tfs-.-Let them propofe and diftribute 
Jmfctfrfqr the bed CQirjpofitions on inch <»ie^ . Perpe- 
t<*4 vigilance will refcdfirit impoffibtafor the sdiface 
not fooner or later to {uccced, and to take a proper 
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ctitfftenev according to the local drcutaftances. £xv 
hort the Brethren to complacency, beneficence,! and go- 
not 6fity towards each' other and towards the Order P 

The next article treats of Obedience. Here the I¥e~ 
fe# is informed; " That fliould he have been .diligent 
and fiiccefiful In impreifing the young pupils with the 
grandeur of the views of the Sec\. they will doubtlefi 
obey the Superiors with pkafurc. Haw can they do 
otherwtfe than fubmit themfelves to be conduced by 
Superiors who have fo carefully guided them hitherto, 
who contributed fo much to their prcfent happinciv 
and wh6 promife tq perpetuate it in future ? May the 
man who is not to be enticed into obedience by fud\ 
advantages be rejected from araongus ; let him be caji> 
out from the ficiety of the ekS / The fpirit of obedk 
ence is to be more particularly ihfufed by example and 
inftnufHon— by the conviction, that to obey our Superi- 
ors is in fad only fulfilling our own inclination^- by the 
gradual progrefs, of ihe aegrecs-^by the hopes of dit 
covering more important truths—by fear properly ma-: 
naged-^-by hdhaari, rewards, and diftiirftions granted 
to the docile— by contempt call on the ftubborn—by 
avoiding familiarity with the inferiors— by the exem- 
plary punifhment of the rebeliious^-by the felc&ion of- 
tfoofc whom we know .to be devoted to us and ready 
to execute all our cammands^by a particular atten- 
tion to the JShdlnts Licets whereby we may fee how far 
the Orders oi the Superiors. have been executed ;— and 
by the punctuality of the intermediary Superiors in 
fending the tablets or reports rdpe(JUng their inferiors. 
The more particular the/e tablets are, the better tlxy will 
be ; for it is on them that all the operations of the Order 
are grounded* Jt is by their meahs. that the pepgreft. 
and number of the brethren is to be known ; that the 
ftrcngth or weaknefs of the'machipe, and the propor- 
tion and adhefion of all its 'parts is. to be calculated, 
and that the promotion ' of the brethren, the merits 
and demerits of the aflemblies, of the. Lodges, and of 
their Superiors, is to be judged*, . ■ \ 

When treating of Secrecy ', « the Prefect is. informed, 
that this is the moft ejfcntial article ; and it: is on that 
account Jthat even in countries where! thcSed may. 

Y<v UU G gX JO 'r: ' 
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b*3 aoqnioed) rfufidtcAt pfrwAr Co tjMrihttaff *© 
it j? to remain veiled in da!rknc& , ; 

« The Prefca is always to &d4:JwkH4tewer>tjf \ibec 
reafobjtctef his views according- 1 a local ctrcuraftfti- 
cfcs. Lbt hioti agret utirb the ProVfaciat oa wfia* fta$el 
te fhall aflbrne to conceal the; Ordcr^A* ift XbcJ hen 
lijious Hkftitatians o£ \bd Roman GHureh* whtare rtlt- 
gibn, alaslisimt a pretext ; cjol&j fo, dnfy, in h 
rtoibr tmhner, riutji vit etwrdf our 4mler fa tSe finks 
of tt theremtik foaety, & feme i/tlxr txtirior €f a fu 
Qiilar nature?*, » 

In vaft \fauld the reader aflq me, whence the IBir 
ffifcuLed Code had taken Hie icka<bf Rdigicm being 
only a prepsXi for the religious iriftittitkins in the QU 
tholic Chtutik It has not crime to my knowledge* 
that the mod barefatdd Sophifters ba*re ever* advanced 
a caiuulny of this fort. 1 have feet* die religious ftnJh-K 
dm, fuch afrSt* Francis* St. Benedict, dr St. Bafil, nn^ 
other founders of orders, defcribeki \?y die Spphifters 
as fuprrftitiocs enthufiafts. i Btt.evcn among the atnrfV 
<tke* who rmift have been afcquatnted with the Orders 
they had lived in, we havrnetfer heirrd dne pretftnet* 
that Religion was only a pivtextenher for the inftitu*. 
tioii they abaridqned* or for their ancient brethren I* 
Did any of them ever atftrt, that ambition* avarice, 
or any pretext betides Refigicmpted giyrfh ride to the 
foundation i>f the Order of the Ca^ircbms, Friars, Be* 
nedielines, or Carmelites, and ;x# fo iriaiiy other ton* 
ytnts deftined for men or wdnient Thw, however* 
is not a calamity originating witfe "WeUhaopt \ it is not 
tfrbe found In lis iuitruclioh* fent to Knlgge, and oil 
which tt& latter formed ihe Code tf Law* for the 
Regents and Locb\ Superiors* thpbgb he fubjoined iiku 
ny of hi* own ideas. Kuiggne was w&lfy ignorant of 
evtry rhin$ fcektingto religu>ds> Orders VfeiQiaupt 
w&s bqrn a Rdmati Catho8c> hrifl rrifebt Indeed, in hi* 
inlpitfty, iiiv* treated thfe ideas of many apbftit© 
Sbphifcess, xir Uaye left rtik ftrartge companion of his 
illuininifm with the religWns inflirotes, fincc k *as in 
thte Cbdc-: btit I Ihotiid be cmly forpri^ed w*r* I 
t4 ftid r; thaprit tvas a cfcluiiwy bf his invention* Hei 
kftew &o weft bow much he itodd in need $f dark* 
nefs to envelope his defigns; and he alfo knew, that 
in the Roman Catholic Chiirch no religious in(titqt# 
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wmid*fhet> tftrt it had been rtrnd* public mid exotth 
toed ty the coiftituced ftuthorkfea. 
* Aftdr this at&rd daluatny fcriltfws a recapitulation 
of every thing we have already expofcd to our reader* 
to the hrft Chapter* of tWs Vohinfte, ofl tbe tcdeMity 
o£ hiding the proceedings and cVen tbe Very exift*tK$ 
of the Lodgefe- But I find the following additions ai 
this plate. 

" Left die number of the Brethren (hould expofe 
thera to d'rfoovery, by tfceir aflcinblies bekig too tut- 
merous, the Prefect will take eure that no taore than 
ten me f n bers {hoik afibntbk in the fame Mmcrvnl 
Church" 

a Shodld ariy ' plate fqntain a greater numbct ot 

* pupils, thu Lodges raiift be multiplied^ or different 
" days of aflemfaiy muft be aligned, that all may hdt 
" meet at once $ and Lhould there be fevered MHwrval 

* Churches in the fame town, tlic Ptefeft will Uk* 
« care that thofe of one Lodge (hall know nothing 

* of the athm.* f of the better dlrefllon df the low- 
tt p&t bF the edifice, he wil! obfetve the follow- 
ing ruleSr-^He is to nominate the Magiftrates of the 
Minervals ; but the chief of thefe Magillrates can only 
be named with the confent of the Provincial. He will 
(>e refponfible for thofe he names.— He will overlook 
the Mafbnic and Minerval Lodges, to fee that everv 
thing is regularly and pumftuafly executed. He will 
not permit any dilcourfes to be delivered there which 
may give any ftrong fufpicions of what is contriving 
againft Religion, the ftate, or morals.— He will fuffer 
no Brother to be advanced tp the higher degrees be- 
fore he has acquired the requifite qualities and princi- 
ples ; on this point, fays the Code, he cannot carry his 
precautions, anxiety , and ftrupidofity too far. 

" It lias already been ftatcd in the rules, that per- 
fons not belonging to the Order may be received into 
the Mafonic Lodges of Uluininifm.— The Prefeft will 
carefully watch left any of thefe ftrangers {hould take 
the lead in the Lodges.— They (hould as far as poffiblc 
be honeft men, fedate, and quiet ; but by fome means 
or other they (hould be made ufeful to the Order.— 
Without leave of the Provincial, the Prcfeft (hall hold 
no correfpondence on matters relating to the Order 
Wijh any perfpn out of \m province— as his peculiar 
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object will be, to watch over and to tnftruft the Stipe-- 
riors of the Mincrval and Mafonic Lodges, he vMk 
have recourfe to the Provincial in all doubtful cafes 
tif any importance. 

" Let the Prefect make himfelf perfeff matter of 
thefe rules ; let him follow tbem with precifion ; let 
him always attend to the whole of the objeft ; let liim 
take care that each one mav attend to his duty, doing 
neither tnore nor left than toe law requires ; and he wil 
find in this inftruftion all that is neceflary for the regu- 
lation of his conduct." 

Such is the promife which terminates the laws for 
the Prefect or Illuminifm. The five articles treated 
of in thefe regulations are prefaced by a far more 
pompous promife: " If, it is faid we have exactly' 
rt forefeen every thing relating to thefe five articles^ 
* nothing will be impofliUe for us in any country un- 
« der the Sun."* 

• Ift erin in diefen f unf ftucken tiles geh&rjg beforp, ib ift in iedtro 
fande unter der fonne nichts unmfrglic h T he whole of this Ctwpta 
is cxtra&ed from the Inftru&idns C for the Prcfcd, £rop\ Page 145 
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CHAP- XVII. "' 
tnjlni&ont for the PfQ$mciql. 

. -^ '.:\ ~ . "Yi » r 

BY far the greater part of the xode of laws which 
has jull been laid before the reader, as relating 
to the Buegenii and Prefe&f of the Ilkwlinces, was 
originally Written by Wtttfhpupt for the inftru&ion of 
his Provincials/ ;Tlm is evident front, the firft digeft 
ofthefe laws; as they appear in the feoond part of the 
fecond volume of the? Original Writings, of the Se#* 
from page -17 to 43. It is even. brie of thoie parts 
which Kniggc looked upori as a mafter-piece of pbli* 
6a* So replete with artifice did he think it, that he 
deemed St a pity, to efceumfcribe tfoc knowledge of it 
to thc-PrdvinciWi alone. The reader ha? feeri what 
vfethe lias made of them, thoroughly perfeaded that 
the Regents m gchefal, and particiitarly the Local So- 
periors, could #t$dy benefit the Order by attending 
to Xbem. The Areopagites and General confented to 
Chefc new difpbfitions; but the following part of thi* 
chapter remained appropriated to the Provincials. 
• -Yif'i. The. Provincial flail make himfelf perfect mat 
tefiof the whol$ xonftitution of the Qrdor.^-The iy£ 
tern of it fibould be as familiar to him as if he had 
invented it." 

" TL. As a guide c for! all Ids a&ons, he (hall adoot 
die wbok government and the InftrucYions already 
laid down for the Regents and Local Superiors, not 
ncgkffing a Tingle rule." 

" ( III. The Provincial &aU be chofen by the Regent* 
of hit Province, and be confirmed by the National Su- 
perior * .-...+ The high Superiors (the 1 Areopage 
and General) have the power x>t depofihg him." 

" IV. He Ihall be a native of, or at leaft be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the province under his in- 
fpecrion." 

" V. He fhall be engaged as little as poffible in 

• Sec his kft Ob&nrations. 

f There is an omiiBon in the copy from which tnefc roki have been 
printed, which makes part of this article unintelligible 
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public concerns, or in any other enterprize, that tc 
may devote all his time to the Order." 

" VI. He Jhall ajfltme the cbaraller of a man retired, 
frotn tlie world, and who onlyjeeks reft?* 

" VII. He. flial| fix his relidepce 4s pearly is pofli- 
ble in the centre of his province, the better to watch 
over the different diftri&s." 

< "VIII; Oto> his beito nanrxjd iVoipnciid, be rtjJl 
;eave bis former characteriftic, and affiuiic that wfiidn 
the high Superiors (hall give him^-Thc fame Supc* 
Mors will fend him. the jmprrifion 6f the (calthc ie to 
bear, and he &ill weterit cngravad an bjsriatg?' 
* '* IX. Tfcd archives of the farovjnee, which the Ka 
gents will hay^ taken care tt> fedl tip and carry awag 
on die demife of' his jreckctffoo ire to ibe enfruftcd 
tiy him on bos nodikiatioiL^ - [■■'. ~ V 

" Xi The Provdcial will ,tBam% tratifinit the go 
fcenal report jrf hi* province to the^N*tk»nfcl Iirfpe&I« , 
immediately over bim. As be htmfeff only' receive* 
the reports uf the Local Superior* a fortnight after 
the nooth is up, he will ncccflatily be always a month 
behindhand, raakihg, for example, the report pf Ma* 
about the end of Jiine, and fo on. This report win 
be fubdivided into as many parts as he has Prcfcfts 
under his ftifpefticn. He witt carefirfly note cray 
thing of copfeqttestce thai has. happened in any of the 
fcbook or lodges : alfo the names, ages* country, fta> 
Goo in life, and the date of tkcteverlal letter^ <rf each 
new adept ; the high fuperiors wiihing to have no for* 
ther information concerning tbemew adepts until the* 
fiomc to the dafe of Hegem, xsdxfoxxi fome pattfcuw 
Occafion." 

" XI. Befides this monthly report, 'he is to apply to 
the National Superior in aB *wxaondinary cafes which 
are not left to his deciiion. He is aifo to fend in his 
perfooal tablets cxerj three months ; and he will un- 
dertake no political enterprise without having firft 
eonfuked." 

" XII. He has ttothing to do with the other Provin- 
cials. Let things go on well or ill in a neighbouring 
province, it is no buftneft of bis* If he wimes to afk 
any thing of the other Provincials, let him apply to the 
National Infpe&or*'' 
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* XIII. If be has any complaint to make againft the 
Ihfpe&or, he will direct his letter SoU or Primo." 

" XIV. All the Regents of the province are his 
counsellors • they are to fecond and help hhn in all his 
enterprizes. If it be convenient to him, be fllould 
have two of them near his perfon, to ferve him as 
fecretarics." 

" XV. He confirms the nominations of all the Su-. 
Deriors of the inferior degrees, He alfo names the 
Prefe&s, but they muft be approved by the Director, 
who can refufe his fanftion.* 

u XVI. He has a right to fend the brethren 'who are 
penfioned by the Order, and to employ them in ihofe 
parts of the province where he may think them moll 
ufcfcl* 

" XVII. and XVIII. He tranfrnits the charaderifticJ 
of the brethren and geographical names of the lodges 
to the Prefects, as he receives them from the high Su- 
periors." 

" XIX. He is alfo to fend the names of the excluded 
brethren, that an exact lift may be prcferved in all the 
afiemblies." 

* " XX. When he has any reprimand to make to a 
Brother, whom it may be dangerous to offend, he will 
afllime an unknown hand, and the fignature of Bajyle. 
Thi#name, which no Member of the Order bears, is 
peculiarly preferved for that object. 

a XXI. He will fometimes write to the Inferior de- 
grees ; and on the propofition of the Epopts he wilt 
decide what books are to be put into the hands of the 
young adepts according to the degrees they are in.— 
fie is as much as pbffibfe to promote libraries, cabinets 
of natural philofdphy, Mufccums, collections of manu* 
Icripts, &c. in the molt convenient parts of his Pro- 
vince ; thefe, it may eafily be conceived, are only in- 
tended for the adepts. 

"XXII. The Provincial opens the letters of the 
Minor and Major llluminees which are directed .Soli. 
He alfo reads the guilnis Licets of the Epopts and 
Primos of the Novices ; but can neither open the Pri- 
mo of the Mineral, the Soli of the Knight, nor the 

Vol. III. II h 
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£>uihu Licet of the Regent.** iThis gradual power 
of opening the fetters ol the ftrethren according to the 
degree they belong to, jtfainly indicates that forae 
mark peculiar to each degree is made life of; but I 
have not been able to difcover that matte. The read- 
er will have obfetved, that dll thfc letter^, even thi 
£>uibus Licets, are opened by Brethren of a higher 
degree thin that of tlie adept who Writes ; and confe- 
4uently he never can know who it is that anfvVers him, 
£s the rules of this Hierarchy ate only made known to 
the Brethren in proportion as they rife in dignity, 
llie Provincial himfelf can only form A conjeftore as 
to the pcrfons who bpeit his letters and thofe of the 
Other Brethren which he is ftot permitted tti open 
himfelf. 

* XXIII. He fhall raife rto Brother to the degree of 
Regent, without having firft obtained the coment of 
the National Irifpeftor. 

, " XXIV. He is to inform the Dean of the branch of 
fcierice which each new adept has made choke of on 
liis admiffion into the Minerval Academy. 

" XXV. Left any of the Archives (hould be niiilaid, 
he Vill take car6 to form but one bundle of all the 
tablets, reverfal letters, and other documents relating 
to the fame adept. 

" XXVL life Will appjjy himfelf to procure as Many 
co-operators as poflible for the Oradr, in the fcientific 
branches. 

" XXVlt. He \ViJl tfanfmit to the Deans all remark- 
able treatifes or difcburfes, and every thing relative to 
the degTefe of fepopt ; for example, tlte lives hiftorkal 
or 'charafteriftic, differtations, &c. 

" XXVIII. If anlong the Epojfcs any meri be found 
endowed with great talents, but little fitted for the 
"political government of the Order, the Provincial mud 
devife means of removing them from fdeh funftions. 

" XXIX. When the Chapters of the Scotch Knights 
are compofed of more than twelve Knights, he will 
raife the ablcft among them to the degree of Epopt. 

" XXX. In each Chapter he will have a confiden- 
tial Epopt, who will be his fecret tenfor or fpy. 

* This article is extracted from the inftru&ions for the Prefed ; but, 
being directly addrelTcd to the Provincial, I have placed it here* 
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. * XX2£I. The Provincial yrfll receive his letters 
patent from the National Superior— When he iflues 
thofe for the Chapters qf the Scotch Knights, he will 
jr^ke ufe of the fpltovjring formula : " We of the 
* Orand LfPdge of the dermank Ojrient, conftituted 
*' Provincial and Mafter of the diftrifl of N N ? make 
" known that by thefe prefents we give to the venf ra- 
" ble Brother (here is the chara&eriftjc and true name 
« of the new Venerable or Mafter) full powers to 
« preft a fecref Chapter of the f^oy/ £o/j Scotch Ms*- 
f* fonry, and to propagate this Royal At conformably 
i€ to his inftru&ions by the e ftablifqment of new Ma- 
f fpnic Lodges of the three fymbolic degrees-— Given 
if. at the pireflory of the DiXlric^— 

{L. §.) Secret Provincial 

pF tju Directory. 
f TVtihoyX any further figiaturc. 

" XXXHI. To fay every thing in a few word*, 
the Provincial has the fpecial charge of puttipg his 
prpvipce in a proper fituation for attempting every 
thing for the general good, and for preventing all evil, 
-~Ilappy the Jtate where our Order wall have acquired 
fucb power/ ftbr will it prove a difficult tafk for tlie 
Provincial who (hall implicitly follow the inftruftions 
of his high Superiors.— .Seconded by fo many able men 
deeply verfed in moral fciences, fubmiflivc and .fecretly 
labouring like himfelf, there can be no noble enter- 
prize which he may not undertake, nor evil defign 
which he cannot avert-^-Therefore let there be no 
connivance at faults ; no Nepotifm, no private piques j 
no views but for the general good ; no objeft, no mo* 
tives but thofe of the Order. « And let the Brethren 
" rely upon us, that we fhall never create any Pro- 
a vinciafs but fuch as are capable of fulfilling thefe du- 
" ties ; but let it be aljb remembered > that we refcrve 
" in our hands all the means neceffary for chajHfwg the 
" man who Jboutd pre fume to abufe the power be has 
a received from us."* 

" XXXIV. This power muft never be employed 
but for the good of the Brethren* We fhould indeed 

• Sec the Inilru&ion D for the degree of Rcgenju 

Vol IU, Hh; 
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help all whom we can help ; but when the circumftan- 
ces are fimilar, the members of our fociety are always 
to have the preference — Particularly as to thofe whofc 
fidelity is proof againft all the powers of fedu&ion. 
In their fupport let us be prodigal of our toils, our 
money, our honour, our goods, even our blood ; and 
let the leajl affront offerca* to any lUuminee be the gene- 
ral caufe of the Order." 

Thus terminate the inftru&ions for the Provincial. 
They forewarn us of the exiftence of a moft tremen- 
dous power above him whence all the authority of the 
Order emanates ; a power which referves to itfelf the 
means of chaftiiing whoever (hall abufe that portion 
which it has entrusted to any of its adepts ; that is to 
fay, who fliall not have made it fubfervient to the 
grand objeft and to all the plots of the Seft— There 
are, in faft, three offices in the Hicrarchal Order of 
Superiors above the Provincial., Firft, the National 
DireHorSy then the Supreme Council called the Areopa* 
gitcs Iw the Seft, the authority of which extends over 
the llluminees of all nations ; and that is prefided 
over by the General of the Order. The following 
Chapter will give every light on thefe fupreme Magil- 
trates of Illuminifm which the known Archives of the 
Scft can refleft. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the National Direflors, of the Areopagites, and of 
the General of IUuminifin. 

IN the general plan of the Government of the Illu- 
minees it is laid, that every Brother (hall receive 
particular inftruftions according to the rank he holds 
in the Hierarchy of the Order : Yet I have never been 
able to difcover thofe intended for the ule of the Na- 
tional Directors. This part of the Code is not to be 
found either in the two volumes fo often quoted of 
the Original Writings, or in that of Pbilo and Sparta- 
cus which has thrown fo much light on the myfteries. 
It does not appear, that any of the German writers 
who have been the beft informed on, and the molt 
ftrenuous opponents of, Uluminifm have ever been 
able to difcover them. For fome time I even enter- 
tained doubts whether the Superiors called National 
Dire&ors, and thofe ftyled Infpeflors, were not of the 
fame degree in the Hierarchy of the Scft.— They were 
certainly diftinA employments in the year 1782; for 
WeifliauptY letters at that period mention Germany as 
divided into three infpeftions, each Infpeftor having fe- 
veral Provincials fubordinate to him.* But, on the other 
fide, the general account which the Order puts into 
the hands of its Regents, and the lad works of Philo 
printed in 1788, mention no intermediate office be- 
tween the Provincials and the Nationals, which latter 
are fometimes defcribed as National Superiors, at others 
as National Infpe&ors. Their correfpondence and fub- 
ordination is direft from the Supreme Council.f It is 
therefore evident, that in the laft digeft of the Code 
the two offices of National InfpeRor and Direttor were 
united. But in vain would the Se& conceal the in- 
ftruftions which it has appropriated to the funftions of 
tbefe National Superiors. The denomination alone 
teftifies the importance which attaches to their office ; 
and if the precifc nature of their duties be wanting, 

f Original Writings, Vol II. Let 15, to Cato. 

t Directions, Syftcm No. J, and Philo'i Endliche crklinuig, page Zu 
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it is eafy to fupply the deficiency, by what has already 
efcaped the vigilance of the Sea in die foregoing parts 
of the Code. 

Let the reader recal to his mind what has been (aid 
in the Chapter on the Epopts, of the fyfteros which 
they were to form in order to fei?£ on the empire of 
the Sciences and direA them all towards the accom- 
plilhment of the plots of the Se#. In the fame de- 
gree ve have feen them annually afiemtying in facfc 
province, and compiling from their partial attacks 
rvery means that their inventions cppld furnilh, infcnr 
fibly to enftave the public opinion, and to eradicate 
from the minds of the people what the Se& jspkafcd 
to call religious prejudices. We have feen the daft 
of the Regents more particularly occupied in lapping 
the foundations of the throne, and in dcftrpyuig that 
veneration in .which nations held the pcrfpns and 
ftmftions of their Sovereigns— Nay, there e*ift$ a par- 
ticular law framed for the Epopts which lias not yet 
been cited, and which mud here be introduced. It is 
to be found in the Second Volume of the Original Wru 
tings, ficond Seflion, wtitled—Articlcs apreed upon by 
*/a? Areopagites in Adarmetb 1151 (A. D. December 
1781)— There, under the article Hiqp MvrrsaiE« f I 
read, " If among our Epopts tmy fpecylative geniufes 
u are to be found, they iball be admitted to jhe de* 

* gree of Mage.-~ Thefe adepts (hall be employed in 

* collecting and digefting all the grand philofophical 
v" fyftems, and will invent or compile for the people a 

* fyftem of religion which our Order means as foon 
" as poffijble to give to the univerfe."* 

I do not forget that I am to treat of the National 
Dirctiors ; but am ibmewh?t afraid that my reader^ 
may adduce this plan for giving a oew religion to the 
whole univerfe, as invalidating their plot for the de- 
ftruftion of every religion. Let ftich readers, hpwe-* 
vcr, reflect on the religion which Weifhaupt has him- 
ielf laid down for his Mages. It is the ranked Spinon 
fifm, admitting of no God but the world itfelf ; that is 

• So werden die felben Magi— Diefe frrnmeln und bringen die ha- 
bere philofophifchc fyfteme in ordnung, und bearbcitcn cin iffflt-re!rg:o/t % 
welche dcr Orden dcmnjchflen der welt geben wilL— In the original, 
which is in Cato Zvvack** hand-writing, the words w&trt&igb* are in 
cjpher thus ao, 44, a, 3, *8— *; x 8, a, 4* 6, 4, H> l 3* 
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to fey, aWbliitfe Attidfitt. Let them alfo remeihten that 
one of thfe latt fecrets of the Grand Myftcries, is to 
reveal to the adeptt that all religions are grounded ort 
and ire the inv^ntldn of impdfture. Nor Is it by any 
means difficult to accounffor theft two fchetaes t>f the 
Sect, the One for th6 creation 6f d iiew religion, thfc 
dthet for tHfe deftruftion df all. Thefe plans are to 
Be fticcefftve in their operations. Sentimerits of Reli- 
gion are too dfeeply engraven in the minds of the pec* 
pie for Wrifhaupt to flatter himfeff with fiiddenly 
eradicating it, or at leaft without fubftituting fume 
capricious and fdphifticated faith, which in reality 
\frould no morfc conftitute a religion than the Worjhip 
of Reafon, of tfhich the French Revolution has givii* 
tfs ah impurfe eflay. Hie religion, therefore, to be 
itivented by the Mages of Illuminifm is no more thaii 
a preparatory ftep that lliould defttoy the religion t>f 
Chrift throughbtit the univerfe. This advantage gaiiv 
ed, it will remain no very difficult talk to open the 
eyes of the wh61e ^rorM cm the inanity and impofture 
6f their bwrt ; atid thus it Will have {erved as a fca£ 
folding which naturally difappears with the edifice that 
is to Be pullfcd down, lliis religbh to be invented 
may be cohfidered as on a parcel with tbofe ne^ 
governments, thofe democracies, which are to amufe 
mfe people until the period (hall come when their illu- 
miniiing Equality and Liberty fliall have taught tiiei^j 
that cacti one is eflfentially his own fovfertigit, that thB 
foveteighty is an imprescriptible right inherent in e&ch 
ih^i, in direct oppoution to democracy, and cvfen to all 
property or focial compaft. 

Strch is the general tenour of die fyftems to bfe in- 
vented and profecute'd by the Seel, for attaining the 
gratfd d&Ject 6f thfefe corifpfrators. All the adepts 
Wiich thte Seft comprifes tinder the denomination of 
fpecuktive geniufes are perpetually labouring at thefe 
fyftems under the direction of the Provincials, But 
they are not the perfons who complete the plaris; 
they are only to pfefent the firft flcetcb> which each 
Provincial is ofafiged to tranfmit to the Nationd DU 
refiory, there to undergo a further inveftigation and 
receive its final polifh.* One of the firft duties, there- 

• In&ru&iont for the degree of Epopt, No*. 1% and i* 
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fore, of the National DireSor will be, to collect all 
thefe anti-religious and anti-facial (yftems, to pafs judg- 
ment on them, and to declare how far they can contri- 
bute towards the universal diforganization. But even 
thefe could not alone fuffice for fo great a work; 
they are fiirrounded by the Eleft of the nation as the 
Provincial is by the Chofen of the provinces. This 
council of the Elect, after mature deliberation, declare 
which are the fyftems that are worthy of being adopt- 
ed by the Order ; and they will make all the additions 
and corrections that they may conceive conducive to the 
fuccefs of the general plan. Thus correded and di- 
gefted, thefe fyftems of impiety and diforganization 
are depofited in the archives of the Direftor, which 
now become national* It is to thefe that the Provin- 
cials have recourfe in all their doubts, and hence flow 
all thofe lights which are to expand themfelves 
throughout the nation : it is hence alfo that the Na- 
tional Director f will take all the new regulations 
which he may jndge neceflary for the better combina- 
tion and concordance of the efforts of the National 
Brethren.— But the Sect does not confine its views to 
one nation. It has formed within itfelf a fupreme 
tribunal, which has fubjefted all nations to its inquifi- 
tion. Compofed of twelve Peers of the Order,* it is 
prefided over by the General ; and, under the name of 
Areopajrites, it becomes the common centre of com- 
munication from the adepts of all nations, as the Na- 
tional is the centre of one particular nation, the Pro~ 
vincial of one province, the Local Superior of the 
lodges of his diftrift, the Minerval Mafter of his aca- 
demy, the Venerable of his Mafonic lodge ; and, finally, 
as the Infmuator or Recruiter is of his novices or can- 
didates. Thus, from the firft ftep to the pinnacle of 
the Order, every thing is connected and gradually 
afcends by means of the £>uibus Licets, SoUs and Pt /- 

JDefwegen kommen jarlich cin mal alle Prefbyter einer proving 
der groflen Synode zufammen, machen cin grofies verzeichnifg der 
in dicfem jahr geiammlten beylagen am die National Direction wo felbft 
es in die naupt katalog eingetragen, und damit cin fchatz von kennt- 
niflen formirt wird, woraus jeder befridigt werden kann : denn daraui 
werden die rcgel abflrahirt, und was nocn fehlt, weitere bcobachtungs 
aufgaben, wie fchon ervahnt worden, aufgefchrieben um fdlc iiitze zm 
bekommen. Ibid, No. 15. 

* Philo's Endlicbe eiklarung, Page 119. 
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•wot.— Every thing that happens in each nation gradu* 
ally afcends to the National, and from thefe Directors 
{ill is tranfinitted to the centre of all nations, to the 
fupreme council of the Areopagites, stndtfhe General in 
chief, the univerfal Director pfthe Confpiracy. 
* The grand point, therefore, to be obferved in the 
code concerning the National Director is, his direct cor- 
refpondence with the Areopagites. It is evident from 
the terms cxprefled in the general plan of the govern- 
ment which the Seft reveals to its Regents : " In every 
*' nation there fhall be a National Director aflbciatcd 
" and in direct communication with our Fathers, the 
" firft of whom holds the helm of the Order."* This 
accounts for the injunction given to the Provincial, to 
make frequent and efcact returns to the National Di- 
rector of every thing that may take place in his pro- 
vince ; to have recourfe to him on all doubtful occa* 
fions, or in cafes of efpecial importance ; and never to 
take any ftep In politics without having firft confulted 
him.f This explains why die choice of thofe adepts 
which are to be advanced to the political degree of 
jLegent, or to the PrefeAfhips of aiftrifts,t is left to 
the optioh of the National^ or even the nomination ot 
the Provincials.} This informs us why all the £>uibus 
Licets of the Regents are referved to the Director, 
that is to fay, that all the fecrets of their political di£ 
coveries may more certainly reach the hands of him 
who is to leave no fecret hidden from the Fathers of 
the Order.)) 

Such then are the rights of, fuch the laws for the 
National Infpe&or of Illuminifm ; and fo great is the 
importance which the Seft attaches to this office. To 
him are forwarded all the fecrets of the brethren 
fpread throughout the provinces, the Courts, or towns; 
to him are Tent all the projects, all the reports on the 
fucceffes gained by, or dangers impending over the 
Order ; on the progrefs of its plots j on employments, 
dignities, and power to be acquired for the adepts j 
on ,the candidates to-be rejected, the enemies to be 
cru/hed, the councils and (late offices of princes to be 
feized. To him, in (hort, are reported all the means 

• DircBioni Syfiem, No. 4. f Ibid. No. 10 and xi. 

f Ibid? No. 15 andi* § Ibid. No. 9. H Ibid. No. a*. 
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which cktt retard 6t accderate the fall of thfc Altai* 
and of empires, the diibrganixation of every church 
and date within his infpeftion.-*It is by means of his 
direft correfpondence, and that of hb Co-natiobah* 
that the difcovertes of the iScrutators, the polkital 
plan* of the brethren the fpeculations of the plodding 
geniujes of tile Order, the plans propofed aiid debated 
"in the councils of Princes, and every thing, in fhort, 
which can weaken or ftrengthen the opinion of the 
people ; which is to be forefeen or hindered* to be an- 
ticipated or haftened in each town> court, or family, 
are ctrticentrated, and fubje&ed to the views of the 
fapremc council of the Sett. Hence no foverdgn, no 
tmnifter of ftatt> no father of a family, no man in the 
bortds of the moft intimate friendfhip, can fay, My fe- 
cret is my own, it has hot, it will not come to the 
knowledge of the Areopagites. iJy means of thefe fame 
National Directors too, we behold all the orders of the 
Hltuninizing Peers gradually defcending to the adepts 
t>f all nations, of an provinces, academies, and lodges> 
whether Minerval or Mafonicj and immediately re- 
fcfcending through tliefe fame Nationals an e*aft flate* 
ment to the Areopagites in what planner each com- 
mand has been executed. It is by the Nationals too, 
that the fupreme council is informed of the negligent 
brethren who need to be ftimulated, of the tranfgref* 
fors and ftubborn adepts who deferve punilhment, and 
ftand in nfeed of being reminded that they have fworn 
to fiibmit both their lives and fortunes to the commands 
of the high Superiors (the unknown Fathers) of the 
Areopagites. In vain would the Seft ftrive to conceal 
ttife laws which the code lays down for thefe Infpe&ors. 
After what the reader has already fcen of the laws of 
the Order, he muft naturally conclude that fuch are 
evidently the myftcries comprehended in thofe words, 
There pall be in each empire a National Direftor ajfc* 
Haled or in direfl coircfpondence with the Fathers of the 
Order. 

With refpeft to die laws and interidf ecohomy tjf 
die councils, it is eafy to be conceived, that the Stfl 
has fueceeded in encompafling diem with impenetrable 
darknefs. Some few rays of light, however, have been 
call on it, and that by file Fathers themfelves. 

la the firft place, we fee /tti/c-Knigge, in Ws Apo- 
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Jegy, fpeaking as follows of tbefe fuprerac maeiftrats* 
Qt JUuminifm: u Their labours, with regard to the 
u parts purely fpcculativc,, were to have in view the 
« knowledge and the tradition of all the important. x 
u holy, and fubUme difcoveries to be made in the rff 6 ^ 

* ligiouj my&eries and in die higher philofophy. 
a Twelve Areopagites only are to compete this trk 
" bunal ; and one of them is to be the chief. When 
a any one of the members dies, or retires, his fuceeflbr 
u is cbofco from among the Regents."* This general 
idea given by Knigge, of the Supreme Council is in- 
deed myfteriops ;-rbut he could fcarcely be expe&ed 
to pubUjb more, knowing as he did the fate which 
awaits thofe who betray the fcerets of the Se6t. Jfc 
has, however, at leaft laid enough to give us clearly 
to underftand, that all f he religious add pbilofophicgi 
or rather impious and fopbifticated fpeculations of the 
Epopts, perpetually perverting the fciences and ope- 
rating the extinction of aU religious Ideas, &e concen- 
trated within the council of the Areopagjites ; we have 
fee© them combining, digefting, approving, or reject- 
ipg tbofi plans of a nev) religion .which the Mages are 
dircAed to invent, and which the Seft means incontk 
nentfy to give to the writ. 

In his familiar correfpondence, Spartacus freaks 
more openly and with greater latitude to bis beloved 
Cato» Therein k appears, that anti-religious fyftemsu 
do not alone employ the meditations of the Fathers > 
for, foon after having mentioned the objeft of thofe 
Quints Licets in which the young adepts were to give 
pn account of the prejudices they might have dSfcover- 
©i in themfclves, which of them predominated* and 
now for they had Succeeded in deftroying them,, he 
proceeds to fay, " It is by thefe meais that I difcover 
u fijeh of our Order as have the proper difpofitions 

* for adopting certain jpedal doctrines, and more de- 

* vatcd, o» governments and religious opinions."f 
He then continues ; " The maxims and politics of the 

* Order are completely explained in the end. Here* 

* laft Observations of Philo, P*gc X15* 

f Aus dicfen kann ich crfchen wclche geneigt find gewiffe fooderbsjQ 
feats Ichrcn, waters hiiuuf religions meyoungen imzunchjuco, 

•Xol. HI.. IU 
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" ill the Supreme Council, they projeft and examine 
u the plans to be adopted for gradually enabling us 

# to attack the enemy of reafon and human nature 

# perfondly (auf den leib.) Here alfo the mode of 
« introducing Inch plans into the Order is difcufied, 
« and it is decided to which brethren they are to be 
" entrufted, and how far each one can be employed 

t u in their execution, in proportion to the infight given 
'" to him. w | 

The reader is already too well acquainted with the 
maxims and policy of Illuminifm, not to join with me 
in faying, Here then is the grand object of this Su- 
preme Council of the Seft ! It is in that dark recefe 
that all thofe artifices are coifed for rendering the 
• diforganizing fyftems of Liberty and Equality familiar 
to the illumihidng adepts : There is exaftly afcertain- 
cd the proportion which each clafs of the brethren 
can bear in this univerfal deftruftion of religion, em- 
pire, fociety, and property j there again is the day 
anxioufly fought and the means prepared, for here- 
after throwing off the malk, and attacking perjbndk 
the defenders of religion laws, and property, as <p 
many enemies to reafon and humanity ; there concen- 
trate all the declarations, the reports, the plans of all 
the brethren difperfed throughout the univerfe, that 
the Sect may judge of its own ftrength, and compare 
it with that of the friends to the Altar and the Laws. 
;To fum up all, it is there that the artifices and means 
are determined on, and the merits and powers of the 
higher adepts are inveftigated prior to their being en- 
trufted with that part of the grand confpiracy to which 
their abilities are beft adapted. Let the reader re- 
member, that it is not a ftranger to the Seft who has 
thus defcribed the Areopage ; it is the grand legifla- 
tor of Illumipii'm himfelf. Can we any longer Itand 
in need of the regulations for this council i No ; we 
well know what they muft be ; we know that impi- 
ety, and the mod confummate arts in feduclion and 

I TTnd am end folgt die totalc einficht in die Politic and maximen 
dea Ordcns. In diefen obcrfl.cn Con/e'U^ werden die project cntworfen, 
wie den feinden der vcrnunft und Menfchlichkeit nact und nacfi auf 
4en leib zu gehen feye: Wie die faclic untcr den Ordens mitglicdern 
oinzuleiten, wen cs anzuvertauen ? Wie ein jeder a proportion feiner 
einficht kanne dazu gebraucht wcrdcn^Or/^/W Wriiitgt, Letter f< 
Cato-Zttovi, lotb March) 1778. 
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fcdition, arc to be their leading features ; we further 
know, that its members muff refemble Weifliaupt 
himfelf, before they can be permitted to fit with him 
in council. What other bond of union do they need, 
befides the machination of the moft hideous plots, the 
juft or unjuft means of forwarding the intercfts of the 
Sect as much as circumftances will permit, and the 
enfuring of fuccefs by the blacked and moft profound 
artifices that depravity can invent ? The fertile genius 
of the legiflator, however, would not commit the fuc* 
cefs of the lead of his crimes to chance. He attempt- 
ed to (ketch a code of laws for his Areopagites, and 
for any future Spartacus that might fucceed to him. 
The code contains but a Jketch of what he calls laws 
nd interim. It is to be found in the ninth feftion of 
the firft volume of the Original Writings, and is ad- 
drefled to the Areopagites. Many other paffages of 
Jiis letters relate to the Tame object.— I have transcribed 
the following articles:— 

" The Areopagites fliall form the Supreme. Council 
{literally, the Supreme College.)— Their occupations 
fliall relate to affairs of the greateft importance, and 
they (hall pay little or no attention to fuch as are lefs 
eflential.— They may recruit, it is true (konncnfic zwar 
recroutiren ;) that is to fay, they" may entice Candi- 
dates into the Order ; but they muft leave the care of 
their inftrucYion to fome intelligent adept. From time 
to time they will vifit thefe Candidates, to infpife them 
with frefh ardour, to ftimulate their zeal— Thev will 
be particularly careful in feeing that the progrefs and 
method of our Illuminees is every where uniform— 
They will more particularly watch over Athens (Mu- 
nich, the principal Lodge after that of Ingolftadt, 
where Weifliaupt refided at the time he wrote thefe 
inftruftions.) They will make no reports concerning 
that Lodge to any body but Spartacus. They will 
fend monthly a ftatement of all the principal events, a 
fort of Gazette (Ein art von ZeitungJ to the Brethren 
(Cotifcii ;J that is to fay, to thofe only who are initia- 
ted in the laft fecrets. But (continues Weifliaupt) nota 
henc f this Gazette as yet has been no more than our 
common journal ; the Cotifcii muft coirtpofe one for 
the ufe of the Areopagites.— Thefe fatter will labour 
qt project^ amslioratiqus, and other objefts of a iim\lav 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



1Z7 



r 



2 3 8 THE AKTMOCUL CONSPIRACY. 

nature, M4rieb arc to be made known to the Coufiil 
by circular letters* They are the people who are to 
bear a part of the weight of the general correfpondi- 
.ence— They are not allowed to open the letters of 
complaint (die litteras gravdtorialcs ;) that is to fay, 
thofe containing any complaints agaiuft them. Thele 
are to be tranfinitted to the general, to Spartacus, aa 
a furc means of informing Wm that they fulfil their 
<Iury. This inftruflion being only provifional, and re«w 
latins folely to the Areopage, (ball not be circulated j 
birt the council will take a copy and fend hack the 
Original to Spartacus.* 

" The aflembling of the eouncil is to be regulated 
according to the feafts marked in the calendar of the 
Order. (Nacb dem cakndario IUuminatorum an Or- 
dens feftcn.) But this was foon found to be inefficient 
and Wciihaupt exhorts his Areopagkes to meet in their 
ienate every pofWay, and at the hour of the delivery 
of the letters. 

Shott as this (ketch of a Code for the Areopagites 
may fcem» it clearly denotes the effirnce of their tunc* 
tions, and (hows how they are to aA as a central point, 
for the wliole Seft. A grand queftion was ftiil unde- 
cided when Spartacus gave thefe laws to the council ; 
which was nothing lefe than. Whether Spartacus wa* 
ro preferve a legiflative and Sovereign power over the 
Members of this Council, fimilar to that authority 
wWch they were to exercife over the reft of the Or* 
der ?— Great Coofpiratora will fcldom brook controul 
even by their fellows^ They will be equal among 
ihemfefves and in their dens of confpiracy. Spartacus- 
Weifhaupt was naturally of a defpotic difpofition. His, 
Areopagites for a long time complained of it.f But 
he contended, that as founder; he had the indefcafiWe 
right of giving to the aflbciation thofe laws and regu- 
lations which be judged neceflary for its perpetuation. 
He foon, indeed, repented of the deciljpn he had 
given agahrft himfelf in favour of his Senate, " That 
* the plurality of votes fhould dictate die eternal laws 
« of the SeA" (Lex femper valitura4) Notwith* 

* Ex tra^s fiora die Inftrudion to Cato,^Mariu«, an4 Scipio, 0*t 
giual Writings, VoJ. I. Se&. iac 

f Letters of Philo to Cato tndlaft Observations of Phiio. 
J Letter of the 8th November, 177?. . 
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ftandihg tliefe eomplaints of the Arcopagitcs, however* 
lie tyeediry found means of renoftaring himfelf in that 
authority, the privation of which only thwarted hi* 
artful conceptions, by fubje&ing them to the opinions 
of perfons tefs eonfummate in the confpiring arts than 
their matter. He fornetimes fubmks to the juftififca- 
tion of his condudl ; but that is the very moment in 
which the reader diouM obferve. him artfully rcdaim- 
itiff all the rights and pretending to the exercife of 
unlimited defpotifm, though his cant appears to reject 
the very idea of it. Addreffing his opponents in die 
fliape of his pupils, he recalls to their minds the mon- 
ftrous fervices he has rendered them in their youtty 
as fo many benefaftions of the moft tender fricndlhip, 
and afks them " of what they can in their confeiences 
complain } n " When (fays he) did you ever obferv6 
barfnnefs or haughtinefs in my conduct, with refpect 
to you ? When did I ever aflume the tone of Matter? 
Is it not rather with an excefs of confidence, of good- 
nefs, of opennefs with my friends, that I may be re- 
proached ?*— When in this manlier Weifhaupt has cap* 
tivated bis Areopagites, he comes to the point :---* 
" Read then (he fays) my letters over and over again* 

* You will therein perceive that the grand object of 

* our Society is not a thing of final! confequence for 
a me ; that I know how to view it, and treat it alfo, 

* in the moft ferious manner; that I have always 
u aimed at the eftablifliment of order, fubmiffion, 
u difcipline, and activity, as the fole means that can 

* lead you to the grand objeft. In undertaking a 
u work of fuch vaft importance, was I not obUgedby 

* prayers, exhortations and advice, to maintain and 
" ftimulate the ardour of my firft, my deareft com* 

* panions, on whom every thing depended? — If I 
" wi(h to keep the fupreme direftion in my own hands, 
" hear my reafons, which are moft certainly of great 
" weight : 

a In the firft place, I muft neceflarily know with 

* whom I have to deal, and muft be ascertained of 
" the fidelity of our people ; and, to efFt filiate this, 
" I am not to receive reports from a fixth hand, or 
" perhaps one ftHl more remote, on the execution of 
H my plans, which have been approved of by the Elecl 
14 ot our Myfteries . . . In the next flace, am I not 
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a the Conjimttor of this grand Edifice ? Is* there ito 
* refpeft due to me ? ... . When my fyftem (hall be 
" completed, will it not be neccflary for me to infpeft 
" the whole and keep every man at his ftation ? It is 
" a great and radical defeft in a fociety, where a Su- 
" penor is dependent on the Inferiors, as it has been 
" attempted to render mei 

" But, to (how you how much I value the friend- 
" (hip of my former friends, above all the authority 
" I may exercife over others, I renounce all my rights, 
<* all my authority. Accept my warmeft acknow- 
" ledgments for all your pad labours and patience. I 
" flatter myfelf they have been hurtful to nobody, and 
u that many have acquired from me lights on fecret 
" focieties which they Would not eafily have found 
" elfewhere. The purity of my intentions is my con- 
u foiation and my recompenfe. From this initant I 
u betake myfelf to obfeuntv and repofe, where I (hall 
" not meet with zealous ana envious opponents. There 
" I fhall be my own mailer, and my own fubjeflt."* 

The Illuminizing Defpot thus artfully pleaded hi* 
caufe. The Areopagites were impatient of his au« 
thority, but at tlie fame time felt the want of fo difor* 
ganizing a genius; and that they might not be de- 
prived of its co-operation they reproached the Legifla- 
tor with the extinction of his zeal— The fire, however, 
Was only hidden beneath the embers ; they once more 
fubmit to the yoke of their former chief, who, in- 
flamed with zeal, dictates the conditions on which 
alone he will deign to place himfelf once more at 
their head. Every thing is worthy of being remarked 
in them. The haughty fpirit in which they arc con* 
ceived, the nature, object, and extent of the power ht 
afllimes over the Supreme Council and Eleft of the 
Order, are all worthy of our attentive notice. 

" I begin (fays he) by telling you beforehand, that 
it may not any more be a fubjeft of furprize, that I 
will be more levere than ever. I will not overlook a 
fingle fault, and fhall in that refoeft be much more 
ftrift towards perfons whom I know than towards 
thofc with Whom I am not fo familiar. My objeft 
and views require it. And to whom would you have 

• Original Writing* VoL I Sc& 49« 
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rn9 addrefs rayfclf, if not to the ch^fs of the Order, 
Jlnce they alone are in diredl cojrefpondence with me? 
That things may fucceed, it is neceflary that we (liquid 
be a&uated but by. one opinion, ; one fentiment, and be 
acquainted but with one language ! And how can that 
}>€ accompliflied, if 1 cannot freely Tpe^k my mind to 
our people? I will then re-affume my poft of, General 
ion the following conditions : 

" I. That you will execute neither more nor iefe 
xt than what I (hall, command* I (hail expeft it in fy- 
" tore ; at Ieaft, mould any change be thought riecef- 
u £iry, I am to receive previous notice of it. 

" II. I expect that every Saturday a proper report 
" (hall be feht to me of every thing that has taken piaop 
u during the week, and that it (hall be in the form of 
" %&uutes figned by all the Eleft prefent. 

" HI.. That 1 (hall be informed of all the Members 
" that have beeH recruited, or perlbns that are to te 
" recruited, with an outline of their characters ; and 
46 let foine particulars concerning them be added when 
" they are admitted. . 

"IY« That the Itatutes of the clafi in which you 
" labour be punctually bbfcrved, and that no difpenfa- 
." tipos; be granted without previous inveftigation. For 
V fhpuld each one take upon. himfeif. to make fuch 
;" changes as he pleated, where would be the unity of 
".lihe Order.— What I exact from you, you (hall exaft 
* from tbofe that are fubject to you* If there be no 
"order and Subordination in, the higher ranks, there 
l \ will be none in the lower."* 

It was on the 25th of May 1779, that Weifhaupt 
dictated thefe laws to bis Areopage. A fifth condition 
feemsto have made them merely provifional, and to 
have entrufted the. defpotic power in Weiftiaupt's 
hands only uptil the Order had acquired* a proper con- 
Crtency ; but he took care not again to lofe the newly- 
acquired fupremacy ; though the Areopagites (till re- 
gretted the lofs of their Anftocracv, and the being re- 
duced to be the mere agents or prime minifters or the 
Spartacus of the Order. But let us attend to that 
Spartacus, who has always reprefcnted the moft legiti- 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Letters 40 and 50. 
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mate authodty as an outrage on huraaA nature. Let 
us hear him invoking MacKiavel ito fupport of that 
"which he wifheis to exercife dVer the Order. He 
pleads his own caufe with Zwack, who is aMb jealous 
of liis Rafter, by fliowing all the diforder it occa* 
fioned, by 'every body wiming to introduce his own 
Ideafc ihtb the 'Order, and then quotes the following 
paflages from Machiavel : " It muft Ix laid ddwn as a 
'** genera! Thite, that it feldoYrt 6r never happens that 
" any Government is either "well-founded at firff, of 
** thoroughly reformed afterwards, except the flan be 
"laid and cdridutted by one man only, who has rile 
u fole power of giving all orders and makftuj; all laws 
* that are neeeflary for its eftabfiflimenr. A prudent 
M and vhtQoqs rounder of a State, therefore, who& 
« chief aim is to promote tbe welfare of many rather 
"than to gratify his own ambition, to make proviiion 
u fof the good of his country, in preference to that of 
'" his heirs or Tucctflbrs, ought to endcavbur by all 
a means to get the fopreme authority nvl)cHy into his 
** hands : nor will a reafbnable mart £ver condemn him 
In fot* taking any meafures (eventhe raoft extraordinary, 
" if they are neceflfory) for that purpofe \ The means 
44 indeed may fcem ctdpabk, but the end will jtiftify 
" him if it be tx good one ;— for he orily is blaniktble 
a who ufes violence'to throw things into confufiou ancl 
" diitra&ion ; and not he who does it to eftatififli 
'«' peace, and good order." After this long quotation 
which Weifhaupt has made from a French ttanflation 
of Machkvel, Chap. IX. pifcourfci upon the fir ft De- 
cad of Lfay+ he fontinues hj a foirowful tone : "but I 
u have not been able to obtain fo favourable a derifion. 
u The Brethren h&Ve viewed ^that which is but a necef- 
u fary law in the 1 art of governing^ in the light* of am- 
" bition and a third ot dominion .** In the midft df 
this contention for power, he felt himfelf fo fuperior in 
the art of governing confpiring aflbciations at lealt, 
that he did not hefitate at writing to his Areopagites, 
As to politics and morality f Gentlemen, you mujt confefs 
that you are as yet at a great diftance behind me.\ Hfc 
at length fuccc/eded in pcrfuading them, that it was 
neceflliry that the General of the Order (hould alfo, as 

* Original Writings, VoL IL.Let. 2, to Cat©. 
t Ibid. Let. xo. 
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Drofident of the Areopagites holding the helm of tb$ 

Order, be the abfolute drre&or.t 

. Wcilbaupt, who left nothing relating to the difor- 
ganizAng arts in an imjperfeft ft^te, muft, nq doubt, 
Eavc compofed inftru&ons to guide his fucccflbrs in 
the c^errile of their fupremacy, and to teach them 
how to make the lame ufe of it which he intended* 
But the reader will eality conceive, that tbefe never 
fcould have efcaped tbs vigilance of the Seft, nor 
pierced the dark doud with which it h?d enveloped it- 
iielf. It may even be poflible thatWeifhaupt bad not fuf- 
ficient confidence in his Areopagites to_ entruft them 
vriththc entire plan* Throughout the whqte. hierar- 
chy of 111 uminifui the lower cjegrce is entirety ignorant 
of the particular inftruclions of the fuperior decrees ; 
and why (hould not Weifhaupt, who wifhed to per- 
petuate hi9 diforganizing genius In all the fticceeding 
Generals, have fallowed die fame plan? He undoubt- 
edly debited laws and rules for tneir conduct, gave 
tbqm rights which were to maintain both themfelvej 
and their Areopagites in their hicrarchal fuperiorky, 
and feeond them in the purfuit of their grand objeft ; 
and the t$ were entitled Inftruftions for the General gf 
fix Illumined. No hiftorian can flatter himfeff witp 
the difcovery ojf fuch a code of qrtifice and cunning ; 
the raoft unrelenting wickednefs and bypocrify had in- 
vented it ; and. genius alone cannot pretend to div$ 
into fuch Ifecrets. The hiftorian can only pretend to 
colkcl: thofe articles which are to be found in Wei(- 
haupt** familiar correfpondence, or in other parts of 
the code or writings ot the Seel, Wer? we to throw 
this; compilation into the form of inftruftions* the fot 
lowing might be nearly the refuk of our refearch. ' , 

I. The General fhall be chofen by the twelve Peers 
of the Areopage, on the plurality of votes.* 

II. The Areopagites can only elect one of the mem* 
bers of their fenate for General ; fcin aus ibrber miite 

?pv!abttej' okerbaupt;)\ that is to fay, a man who has 
ufficiently diftinguifhed himfelf among the Regents 
to be admitted among the twelve fuprecne adepts of 
Ittuminifm, and who has afterwards made himlelf (t> 

t General Plan of the Order, No. 5. 
• Laft Obfcrvations of Philo, Pige 119. f Ibid, 

Vol. III. K k a 
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eminent in their council, that he is judged to be the 
firft Iiluminee in the world. ~ ' 

III. The adept is fuppofed to poffefs qualities, re- 
quifite for a General in confequence of thofc he may 
have evinced before he was called to the Supreme 
Council. As he fa to prefide over the whole Orders 
he mud (tnorfe than any body elfe) be imprefled with 
the principles oiF the founder, and be divefted of all 
religiou5, political, or national prejudices. The grand 
objeft of the Order tnuft be more particularly mcul- 
cated into him, namely, that of teaching the whole 
univerfe to fet afide all government, laws, and altars ; 
and he muft perpetually attend to the grand Jnterefts 
of human nature, {lis zeal is to be Simulated at the 
fight of every man who is fubje&ed t6 any authority; 
It is to reinftate the inhabitants of the earth in their 
original Liberty and Equality that be is conftituted 
(General of all the Illuminees that are or will be fpread 
over the world during his reign, all labouring at 
the accomplifhment of the grand revolution of the 
Man-King.t 

IV. l^e General (hall have immediately under him 
the twelve Peers of the Supreme Council, and the va- 
rious agents and fecretaries which he (ball judge pecej-, 
fary to fecond him in the exercife of his funcliohs.} 

V. The better to fecure himfelf from the notice of 
the civil and ccclefiaftical powers^ he may aflnme> af- 
ter the example of the founder, fome public office 
tinder the very Powers the annihilation of which is to 
be his fole objeft. But he will be only known to tbfc 
Areopagites and to his agents and fecretaries in his 
quality of General.* The better to conceal the fefi- 
dencc of the General, the town where he has fixed f 
will have three name?. The common name known - 
to all ; the geographical one peculiar to the Order ; 
£nd a third known only to the Areopagites and the 
Confcii or Eleft.f 

VI. Our fuccefs greatly depending on the moral 
conduct of the Areopagites, the General will pay par^ 
ticular attention to prevent all public fcandals which 
might huri> the reputation of the Order. He wiH re. 
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pfeTent to them in the ftrongeft colours, how much bad 
example will contribute to alienate from the Order the 
minds of per fons who might otherwife prove its raoft 
ufeful members.} 

VII. The better to pfeferve that refpeft which vir- 
tue commands from inferiors, the General will affume 
the character of auftere morals. That he may always 
have the grand object prefent to his mind, and be 
wholly occupied with the duties he has to fulfil ; let 
him never lofe fight of that great maxim fo frequently 
inculcated in his letters by the founder, as the leading 
feature to which be owed all his fuccefles. Muitum 
fudavit et alfit, alftinuit venere et vino. He neither fear- 
id beat nor cold ; he-ahjiained from wine and women, 
that he might always be mafter of his fecret, always 
be- mafter of himfelf, and prepared for all exigencies 
where the interefts of the Order might require it.* 

VIII. The General (hall be the central point for the 
Areopagites, as the latter are for the whole body c»f Hla- 
minees. That i$ to fay, each Arcopagite holding cor- 
refpondence with the National Infpeflors is to make a 
report of all the guibus Licets fent, and of all the fe- 
rrets difcovered by the corresponding Infpe&or ; the 
fecrets thus flowing from all parts willultimately fettle 
under the eye of the General.f 

IX. The functions of the General, and the fuccefs of 
**his difpofitions, greatly depending on the information 

he receives by means of this correfpondence, tffe will 
diftribute it among his Areopagites, afligning to each 
that of a particu^r nation whofe Infpector is to trant 
mit all his report* to bim.| 

X. Hie principal heads of this correfpondence fliall 
be— 1 ft, The number of the brethren in general, that 
the force of the Sect may be afcertained in each nation. 
—2dly, Thofe brethren who diltinguifh themfelves th^ 
moft by their zeal and intelligence.— 3dly, Thofe adepts 
who hold important offices about the Court, in the 
Church, Armies, or Magiftracy : alfo what kinds of 
fervices might be expected from or prefcribed to them 
in the grand revolution which our Order was pre- 
paring tor human nature.— 4thly, The general pro- 

5 lb. Vol. II. Let. 9 and 10. * Ibid. Vol L Let. 16. &c 

f Vide fupra. | Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 6, 13, *c- 
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greft' which our maxims and Our do&rine wtre mak- 
ing in the public opinion ; bow far nations were pre- 
pared for the grand revolution • what ftrengtb and 
means of defence (till remained in the hands of the 
civil &ld ecclefiaftical powers? what perfons Thereto 
be placed or difplaced ; what engines were to be play* 
ed off, to baften and feenre the foccefs of our revolu- 
tion; and the means neceflary to bind the hands of 
thofe who might refill.* 

XI. If from this correfpondence he fhould judge it 
neceflary to difmifs apy of the brethren from the Or- 
der, (and all the rights recognized by the adepts as Hk 
herent in the Order, particularly that of Life and Death 
being in the hands of the General) he will have to de- 
cide what further puni/hment is to follow the ejecl* 
ment : whether the culprit is to be declared infamous 
throughout all the lodges of the Order, or whether thf 
pain of death is to be pronounced againft him.f 
. XII. The General, after having thaftifed the impru- 
dent, cowardly, and treacherous adepts, will turn his 
attention towards the difepvery of thofe brethren whQ 
may be bed fitted for feconding his views in each em- 
pire. Without making hirafelf known to thqm, b$ 
will eftablilb a line of communication between tbem. 
He will himfelf prepare the links of this immenff 
chain after the manner laid down by our founder as 
the grand means of governing, from hi& myftcriou* 
centre', all the diverging ramifications of the Se& i& 
the extremities of the earth ; as a means of vivifying 
invjfible armies in an inftant, of putting them in mo- 
tion, of dircding their courfe, and of irretrievably 
executing the mod aftotoiftmig revolutions, even be- 
fore fhe very Potentates whole thrones are overturned 
have had time to furmife their danger. 
# X1IL The nfe of the chain is obvious and eafy. To 
touch the firft link is all that is required. A iingle 
ftroke of a pen is the grand fpring that imparts mo- 
tion to the whole. But the fucceft depends on the 
choice of the time. In his hidden abode the General 
fhall meditate the means, and catch the propitious 
moment. The tignal of univerfal revolution (ball not 

# Sec the discreet degrees and the views with which the QuiUs 
Liaft and tablets, &c. &c. arc writteo. 
t Orig. Writ. VoJ. II. Let. 8, et fupra, Oath of the Novice. 
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be given tHl a time when the combined force and in- 
ftarttaneous efforts of the brethren (hall be irrefiftible. 

The illuniinizing General who (hall have managed 
this chain with the gfeateft art, who (hall have fpread 
it both far and near, who (hall have imparted to it a 
fufficient power of affibn to bear away and overturn 
fit a, fingle effort every throne and every altar, all po- 
litical and religious inftitutions, and mall ftrew the 
earth with the ruins of empires—He will be the creator 
of rtie Man-Kino;, fote king, Jble fovereign of his aftions 
as of his thoughts. To that General is rcferved the 
glory of confommating the grand revolution which has 
lo Jong been die ultimate bbjeft of our myfteries, . 

Whatever proofs I may have adduced, that muft na* 
tnrally lead my readers to fuch a conclufion, it may 
neverthelefs be an objetft' of furprife to them to fee 
*bat Wdlhaupt had reklly planned this* long chain of 
ftibterraneous comm\jn5c^tionSy by which himfelf and 
Ws fyeeeflbrs were empowered inviiibly to a&uatc 
thoufands of legions, whidi inftantaneoufly, on a day 
prefcribed, might btlrft irfto exiftence armed with 
jrikes and torches, 1 and all the horrid implements of 
yniverfal revolution. Let my readers then caft their 
eyes on this fcries of progreflion, which Weiihaupt has 
wth his own hand traced in his letters lirft to Cato- 
Zwack and afterwards to C^w.r-Badcr. The expla- 
nations arc his own, and let them be particularly at- 
tended to. 

•' *For the prcfent, direft nobody to me but CorteZj 
"^that 1 may have fome leifure to digeft my fpecula- 
u tibns* and determine each one's place; for- every 
"thing depends on that. My operations with' you 
" ihall.be directed by th? following table : 

o 



— > 
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'< Immediately under me I have two adepts into 
" whom I infule my whole fpirit j each of thefe cor* 
" rcfponds with two others, and fo on. By this rac- 
" thod and in the fimpleft way poflible, I can inflame 
" and put in motion thoufands of men at once. It is 
" by fuch means that orders are to be tranfmitted and 
" political operations carried on.* 

A few days after he writes to C^j-Bader, and tell* 
him, " I have fent to Cato a table (fihema) showing 
" how one may methodically and without much trouble 
a arrange a great multitude of men in the finefl vrder 
41 P°]fibk* He will probably have fhown it to you ;. if 
" he has not, a(k for it. Here is the figure (then foU 
lows the figure.) 

« The /pwrit of the firft. of the mod ardent, of the 
mod profound adept daily and inceflkntly communi- 
cates itfelf to the two A, A; by the one to B, Bj by 
" the other to C, C : B B and C C communicate it to 
" the eight following ; thefe to the next fixteen, from 
• u thence to the thirty-two and Co downwards. I have 
" written a long explanation of it all to Cato. In a 
•".word, eve? j man has hit Aide-Major, by ivbofe means- 
€i he immediately ads on all the others. The whole force 
" firjt iffues from the centre and then flows back again 
€i to it. Each one fubjects, as it were, to his own , pcr>- 
" fon, two men whom he fearclxs to the bottom, whom 

* I here feel it incumbent on me to infert the original 
text, to (how that I do not exaggerate Weiftuupt's meaning. 
The following are the terms in which he writes to Cato :— 
." An raich felbft aber verveifen fie dermalen noch keinen nn- 
•' mittelbar als den Cortex, bis ich fchreibe, damit ich in* 
'•' deffen fpcculiren, und die Ieute gefchickt rangieren kann ; 
€i den davon hangt alles ab. Ich werde in diefer figur rait 
" ihnen operiren." (Here Jlands the figure already inferted 
above : The Letters ABC allude to the explanation given in the 
Letter to Celfut.) " Ich habe zwey unmittelbar anter mir wel- 
•* chen ich meinen ganzen geift einhaache, und von diefen 
*' zweyen hat wieder jeder zwey andere, und fo fort. Auf 
" diefe art kann ich auf die einfachfte art taufend menfeben 
«« in bewegung und flammen fetzen. Auf eben diefe art ' 
" mufs man die ordres ertheilen, und im politifchen opieren." 
Original Writings, Vol II. Let. 8. to Cato, of the \6th Feb- 
ruary 1782. It may be remarked that Wcifampt's flile is 
none of the pureft. 
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* be objerves, difpofes, inflames and drills, as it were, 
"like recruits, that they may hereafter exercife and 
44 fire with the whole regiment. The fame plan may 
" be followed throughout all the degrees.^ 
. This is not a document which, like many others, 
flowed unintentionally fron\ WeHhaupt's pen, and 
which he left his difciples to colled, in order to form 
the political Code— Give me kifure to digtjt my [pecu- 
lations > and to determine each ont?s place—It is by fucb 
means that orders are to be tranfmitted, and political 
operations carried on. Thefe words evidently demon- 
(irate, that it is not a provifional law which he is about 
to pronounce, but a premeditated one, that is to lad 
till that fatal period when whole kgions, fired with his 
fpirit, are to be led to that terrible exercife for which 
be had fo long been drilling them ; that time fo ex* 
prefcly foretold by Weifllaupt and his Hierophants, 

+ The original text of this letter is to be found in the 
Original Letters, Vol. 11. Let. 13, to Ctlfiu without any 
date* It is as follows : " Ich habe an Cato ein fchema gef- 
*' chickt, wie man planmaffig eioe groffe menge menfehen in 
(< der fchonften oidnung . . . abricbten kann. . . Es ill diefe 
" forme." 

•' Der gei$ des erften, warmften, und einfichtfvolleften 
44 comma nicirt fich unaufhbrlich und taglich an A A— A an 
" B B : und das andere an C C — B B, und C C communi- 
" ciren fich auf die namliche an an die uhteren 8. Diefe an 
" die weitere 16, und 16 an 32, und fo weiter. An Cato hab 
44 ich es weklaufiger gefchrkbea : Kurz ! Jeder hat zwey 
" fliigcl adjutanten, wodurch er mittelbar in all iibrige wirkt. 
44 Ira ceotro geht alle kraft aus, und vereinigt fich auch 
" wieder darinn. Jeder fucht fich in gew'uTer fubordination 
44 zwey manner aus, die er ganz ftudiert, beobachtet, abrich- 
44 tet, anfeuert, und fo zu fagen, wie recroutea abrichtet, 
" damit fie dereinft mit dera ganzen regiment abfeuern und 
44 exerciren konnen. Das kann man durcfe alle grade fo * 
u einrichten." 

I do not find the long explanation mentioned as fent to 
Cato by Weifhaupt, nor do I remember to have feen it. It 
would moil certainly be curious, and we (hould fee in a clear* 
er light how he was to infufe his fpirit into and fire the minds 
of thoufands of men ; but (till thefe two letters are proofs 
more than fnfficient for our purpofc. 

. Vol. III. LI 
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when tiiey were to ut hmds^ to fubjngate, fire on, and 
vandalize the whole univerfe. 

When this fetal law feall be folffllcd, then will the kft* 
Spartacus folly forth from his baleful den, and triumph- 
antly claim the fanguinary palm of murdef and de- 
ftmdion from die Old Man of the Mountain, who 
would fcarcely have been worthy of being his pre- 
curfor. The earth loaded with the ruins of laws and 
empires ; mortals blaspheming their God ; nations la- 
menting over their conflagrating towns, their palaces, 
public monuments and aits, and even their cottages, 
all overthrown ; focicty weeping over ks laws;~-iuch 
ihall be tbe fight which the laft Spartacus will con- 
template with joy* when he fhaH exukingly exclaim, 
* At length, my Brethren, the long-wi(hed for day is 
come ; let us celebrate the name, and dedicate this day 
as (acred to* the memory of WeHhaupt, our founder. 
We have confummated his grand myfteries; no laws 
fhall cxift, but thofe of his Order. Should nations be 
ever tempted to return to their wickednefs, (to laws 
and fociety) this code, which has once destroyed their 
bonds, may do it again*" 

Wilt not hell vomit forth its legions to applaud this 
laft Spartacus, to contemplate in amazement this work 
of the Illuminizing Cocfe?— Will not Saftui exclaim, 
" Here then are men aa. I wifhed them* I drove 
them from Eden ; Wei&aupt has driven them to the 
forefts. I taught thegi to offend their God ; he ba» 
made them reject tlieir God entirely, t had left the 
earth to repay them for the fweat of their brow ; he 
has ftrkken it with fterility ; for it will be in vain for 
them to pretend to till and fow that which thry (hall 
not reap. I left them in their inequality of riches ; 
but he has fwept all away ; he has deftroyed the very 
idea of property ; he has transformed mankind into 
brigands. Their virtues, happinefs, and greatnefs un- 
der the protecting laws of loeiety or of their country, 
was an object orjealoufy to me ; but he has curfed 
their haws and their country, and has reduced them to 
the ftupid pride and ignorance of the roaming, fa- 
vage, and vagabond clans. In tempting them to fin, 
I could not deprive them of repeutance and the hope 
of pardon ; but Weifhaupt has taught them to feoff at 
crime and defpiie repentance, Villanjr without re- 
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roorfc, *nd hopdds riwsfortune, is all that lie lias left 
to the nriftraWe inhabitants <jf the «&rthi 

Meanwhile, before Satan fhall e*tikingjy enjoy thfe 
triumphant fpeftade, urtitch the ffluminizing Code is 
preparing, Kt us examirte how fat- fucceft has Hthertrt 
attended on its footfteps ? What (hare has it home in 
that revolution which has already defolated fo many 
countries, and menaces fo many others. How it en- 
gendered that dtfaftrous tn^nfter railed Jacobin* raging 
uncontrolled, and almoft unoppofed, in theie days ©F 
horror and ^evaHatioru— In lhoit, what cffe&s this 
Code of the Uleminccs has produced, and what effe&s 
k may produce,— This -will be the obje&of the hijh* 
rual part of the Seft, add of the iVth and laft Volume 
of thefc Memoirs. 

End op tRe +*urd Part. 
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Jfvtes relating to Jome Pajfages contained in tht 
two Jirjl Volumes. 

L 

THE public has felt convinced bow nearly k is coacera- 
ed in the coaipiracics which form the fnbje& of theie 
Memoirs ^ sod to this circumftance it is, that I am indebted 
ibr the great fbecefs they have met with, and the fale of an 
entire Edition of rooo Copies before the Third Volume was 
feat to the prds.* By fiich an extraordinary mark of public 
approbatitm, I am naturally excited to vindicate thefe Me- 
moirs from any a iper fi o m that might in the ffighteft manner 
impogn their authenticity. Not indeed that any f«ch danget 
is to be apprehended from a letter feat to the Editors of the 
Britifli Critic, and which its author only choofes to fign with 
the initials D. J. I am not, however, the lefs obliged to the 
anonymous writer ; for, by treating what I have {aid concernh 
ing Voltaire's death as calumny and vulgar report (though 1 
bad afferted nothing hot what was grounded o& juridical mi- 

• The fingtifh Edition has found nearly a fimilar demand* though 
the trtfnflation was only undertaken after the French Original had been ' 
{bo* time publifhcd. 

voi. m. l 1 1 
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BQtes depofited at Paris hi the hands of Monf. Momet, No* 
tary Public, and on the teftimony of the celebrated Mr. Troo- 
chin,) he affords me the opportunity of laying before the 
public the following letter from M. De. Luc, a, name that 
needs no obfervation from mc to enhance the value of its 
teftimony.. 

»v Letter from M. De Luc on the Death of Voltaire.. 

" SIR, 

" Your Memoirs Migrating the Hijfary of Jacobimfm hating 
been the other day the (abject of converfation, it was object- 
ed,' that the defcription of Voltaire (fo prominent a feature in 
your Work) was fo very diffimilar to that given by the otbex 
biftorians of his life, that perfons at a diftance from the fource* 
of information were at a loft what judgment to form. The 
difference between your account of his death, and that which 
appeared in a Lift of Voltaire translated from the French by 
Mr. Monke, and.publiihed in London 1787, was. particularly 
noticed, and incited me to confuk that work* The Tranfla- 
tor defcribes himfelf as a young naval officer, who, while at 
Paris, nv]fhed to employ his rf&ftfrm profeffional duty, both to 
his improvement and advantage. Nothing but the youth of Mr. 
Monke, and his want of experience* can excufe his under- 
taking ; for, to let his countrymen benefit by the proficiency 
he was making at; Paris* he difrufed among them, through the 
medium of this tranflatiou, all thai poHbn which was then Co 
kduftrioufry emitted, to produce an efltcl now but too well 
known, and which I hope he does not at this day contemplate 
without horror. 

- " I^will make no observation* on this Life of Voltairo ; fpm 
know from what fource it came,* and how little capable it was 
of feducing any but heedkfs youths who, without any know- 
ledge of the age they lived in, were (till fufceptible of a fort 
of admiration for every thing that was great, though in vice 
and vitlany. As one of the artifices of impiety is to repre- 
sent its champions calmly breathing their lafi Ji\ the bed of 
-honour, I feel it incumbent on me to confirm what yon have 
{aid on one of thole cirenmfiances of the death of Voltaire 
which is fo clofely connected with all the reft. >■ 

> " Being at Paris in 1781, I was often in company, with 
one of thole perfons whofe teftimeny youJnwke on publicTe- 
ports, 1 mean Mr. Tronchin. He was an old acquaintance of 
Vdkaire's at Geneva, .whence he came t* Paris in quality of 
firft phyficiao to the father of the late Duke of Orleans. He 

• I have fem (bU life of Volrairc. Mr. de Vilkitr wa* the author of 
»♦; *nd Mr. Monkc might juA «rs well have excrciftd h:i takiiu in 
tranflatmg Condorcrt, 
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was called in during Voltaire's laft ficknefs 5 and 1 hate heard 
him repeat ail thole circumftances on which Paris and the 
whole world were at that time foil of converfatton, refpecfing 
the horrid (late of this impious man's foul at the approach of 
death. M. Troocbin (even as phyfician) did every thing in 
Bis power to calm him ; for the agitation he was in was fo 
violent, that no remedies -could take effect. But he could 
not fucceed ; and, unable to endure the horror he felt at tht 
peculiar nature of his frantic rage, he abandoned him. 

" So violent a ftate in an exhaufted frame could not be of 
long duration. Stupor, the forerunner of difTolution, mud na- 
turally fucceed, as it generally does after any violent agitations 
generated by pain ; and it is this latter ftate which in Voltaire 
lias been decorated by the appellation of cairn. Mr. Tronchia 
wifhed to difcrodit this error ; and with that laudable view, as 
an eye witnefs, he immediately published in all companies the 
real facts, andprecifely as you have dated them. This he did 
to fqrni(h .a dreadful lefion to thole who calculate on being 
able in a death-bed to inveftigate the difpofitions raoft proper 
to appear in before the judgment-feat of the Almighty* At 
that period, not only the ftate of the body, but the condition 
of the foul, may fruftrate their hopes of making fo awful an 
investigation ; for jufi'ue and fanctrty as well as goodnefs are 
attributes of God ; and he -fometimes, as a wholcforoe admo- 
nition to mankind, permits the phniihmehts denounced againft 
the impious man to begin even in this life by the tortures of 
reraorie. 

" But this inaccuracy refpecling the death of Voltaire is 
not the only one with which the aforenamed author might be 
upbraided. He has fupprefted many well-known circumftances 
relating to his firft difpofition to return to the church, and his 
confequent declarations, which you have given on well-au- 
thenticated records, all anterior to that anguifh of mind which 
his coroperators have wifjied to fupprefs, and of which they 
tbemfelves were too probably the caufe. They furrouoded 
him, and thus cut him off from that which alone could reftore 
Wanquillity to his foul, by employing the few moments he dill 
Bad to live in making what reparation he could for rife evil he 
had done. But this artifice could not deceive thofe who were 
better acquainted with Voltaire's character; for, not to notice 
the -acts of hypocrify which earthly confederations frequently 
made him commit; thofe of which the fudden fear of a future 
ftate bare made him guilty are aJfo known. I will give you an 
example of one, which was related to me at Gottinguen in De- 
cember 1776 by Mr. Dieze, fecond librarian of that Univerfi- 
ty ; and you may, Sir, make what ufe of it you pleafe. 

*.* Dunne Voltaire's refidence in Saxcny, where Mr. Dkze 
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ierved him as fecretary, he Wl darigcro i flyiH. As fobtras he 
was apprized of his fitoation he fait for a ptseA, cunfcned to 
him, and begged to receive the (acrament, which he actually 
did receive, mowing all the exterior figns of repentance, wracn 
bfted aa long as bis danger ; bat as toon as that was o?cr, be 
affected to laugh at what he called his Jktkmfi, and, turning 
to Mr. Dieze, " My friend (faid lie) yon have feen^tbe 
-WMahntfi of the mm" 

44 It is alio to kmman tveaine/s that the fectarics-of bp im- 
piety have attributed the paroxyfms of fear in him ana feme 
others of his accomplices. Sicknefs, lay tbey, weakens the 
mind as well as the body, and often produces pufHla«rirjmy.--»» 
Theie fymptoms of converfion in the wicked at the approach 
nf death, are, undoubtedly, figus of a great mnahmfs; but tn 
what is it to he attributed ? is it to their usxterfianding I cer- 
tainly not ; for it is in that awful moment that every thing 
tranifhet which had clouded k during their Kfe. That *>ruk+ 
weft, therefore, is to be wholly attributed to their internal *os> 
wiOkm that they have finned. 

" Led away by tanky, or fome other vicious, paffion, thoie 
men afptre at creating a Sett : ignorance and die paffiona of 
other men fecond their undertaking. Inebriated with their 
triumph, they permade themselves that tbey are capable of 
giving laws to the whole wodd : they boldly make the at* 
tempt, and the hood-winked crowd become their followers. 
Having attained the zenith of happinefs for the proud and 
vain glorious foul, they abandon themfelres to all the wanton- 
weft of imagination and defire. The world then, in their eyes, 
becomes a vaft field of new enjoyments, the legitimacy of 
which has no other ftandard but their own inclinations ; and 
the fumes of an incenfe iavifhed on them by those umom they 
have taught to feoff like themfelres at every law, perpetuates 
their delirium. Bat when ficknefs has difperfed the flattering 
cohort, has blafted their pleafures, and all hopes of new tri- 
umphs ; when they feel themfelves advancing, abandoned and 
naked, towards that awful eternity on which tbey have taken 
upon themfelves to decide, not only for themfelves but for all 
thofe who have been led away in the whirlwind of their fic- 
tions. — If in this terrible moment, when pride has loft its 
fupport, they come to reflect on the arguments on which they 
grounded their attack againft the uuiverfal belief of a Reve- 
lation which was to ferve man as a pofitive and untverfal rule 
in matters of faith — * the voeaknefs then of their arguments 

i which they dare no longer attire in the garb of fophiftry) 
ares them in the face ; and nothing but the total extinction 
of their feelings can quell the terrors of a confidence which , 
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tells them that they are about to appear before the tribunal of 
the Author of that fame Revelatiti. ' 

" It h to goint out this real weatnefi of the anth-chriftian 
chiefs that we mod labour throughout their whole hiftoryi for 
the benefit of thofe who, without any further examination (and 
perfuaded that tfeefe opinions are grounded on deep refearcH) 
become their dopes and difctptes : It is, I fay, incumbent on us 
to mow that thole men had not, any more than their fe&aries, 
any real c<mv$8hm 9 and that their obftinacy in their opinions 
folely proceeded from the narcotic fumes of the incenle of 
their admirers. For this purpofe it is my intention fhortly 
to give to the public, in confirmation of .what you have faii 
of Voltaire, all that my former acquaintance with him has 
brought to my knowledge. The times in which we live make 
it the duty of every man who has had a nearer view of the 
plots hid by the Seel again ft Revelation to unfold aft the 
crrcumftances of them, which are as mameful from their vo- 
luntary ignorance, as from their atrocity ; and it is this fen- 
timent, Sir, which makes me partake in common with alt 
true friends to humanity, of that admiration and gratitude 
which are due to you for your generpus exertions in this 
charitable career. 

u I remain* Sir, Youths, &c. 8cc 

" Dg Luc.'* 

fTmJfor, tie t$i 08. 1797. 

After fuch a teftimony, let people talk of Voltaire dying 
with the calmnefs of a Hero. 

II. 

In the Second Volume there is a paflage of a different 
nature, (page 438,) but which has given rife to objections. 
ftr better grounded. It relates to Mr. Sinetty's arrival at 
Lifle as deputy from the Grand Orient of Paris. I know not 
by what ratftake he was (aid to be an officer of cavalry, when 
in reality he was an officer of infantry. As to the fad, related, 
it is of little importance in- which he ferved 5 but the miftake* 
might inculpate two other officers of the fame name who 
ferved in the cavalry, and whofe loyalty and attachment to 
their King could never be affected by the Jacobin Miffion- 
ary beating the fame name. This miftake, however, has 

fiven rife to. much refearch. Mr* Le Comte de Martange, 
whom I mentioned as being in the regiment of La Sarre in, 
1776a, an4 who has long fince been a general officer,) was 
applied to, and in the firft anfwer he returned appeared to 
have miftaken the fenfe of my Memoirs (indeed he only 
knew them by public report at that time,) thinking that I 
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had charged the Military Lodge of Lille with having con* 
trived and fet on foot the Jacobin Confpiracy. The reader 
will eafily conceive how he muft have treated fuch an after- 
tion ; but lb far was 1 from hinting at any fuch thing, that 
1 faid the officers of the regiment of La Sarre had taken this 
emiflary ^or an cntbufiqft and a madman, who on his fide foon 
found that the officers were not Mafont of b'u fiamp* The 
Count alfo fays, that he never was acquainted with any other 
Sinetty than the officer of cavalry whole character is univer- 
(ally and defervedly efteemed by every body. Though it may 
be very poffible for the Count to have loft all memory of a 
perfbn whom he had only feen twenty years ago for a few 
hours, nevcrthelefs this is the only exprefEon that feeras to 
denote that he was not prefent at the fccnc I have mentioned. 
I am intitled however to fay, that the Count has fince written 
a fecond letter, in which he fays that he has read my Memoirs* 
and that he has there found fuch a concatenation of demou- 
(trations as tempts him to think that the perfon who gave me 
the information might have been mtftaken only as to fomc 
names or particular circumftances. That thefe particulars do 
not invalidate the fad is evident, as the Chev. de Myon (an 
officer in the fame regiment) has conftantly refufed to con- 
tradict it, notwithftanding many preffing folicitations to that 
effect. In corroboration of the whole, many officers who 
were then in garrifon at Lifle have, fince the publication of 
the Second Volume, declared that they remembered the fact, 
though in the lapfe of twenty years they had forgotten the 
particular circumftances. ' In fhort, as an ultimate proof I 
will adduce the candour with which the perfon who thought 
himfelf mod interefted in getting the denial of the fact afcer- 
tained declared that he was perfectly convinced of the truth 
of it. Thus, fhould I lofe the teftimony of a witnefs whom 1 
had cited, 1 fhall have replaced it by the verdict of an im- 
partial judge. The fact is, however, that I had taken too 
many precautions to have been mifinformed on a fact with 
which I had long fince been acquainted, but which I would 
print only on the teftimony of an eye witnefs. 

III. 
1 muft farther inform my readers that frequent errors have 
been committed in the prefs among the figures in the quota- 
tions ; and in Voltaire's Letters fbme Readers may be mifled 
by the variety of Editions. But I again repeat, that not a 
finglc quotation has been made which is not to be found in the 
works quoted ; and a general Errata fljuJl be given at the end 
of the Fourth Volume, in which the Dates fhall be added 
to the Letter^ 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Ox feme Articles publijhed in the Monthly Review, 
relative to the 4< Memoirs on Jacobinism." 



THERE arc Reviewers of whofe approbation I (hall e?er be 
proud, becaufe 1 know the propagation of good princi- 
ples to be the object of their labors. There are others, how- 
ever, whofe applaufe would always be hateful to me, becaufe, 
coder the mafk of feience, they difleminate the principles of 
Impiety and Rebellion. To which of thefe clafles the Monthly 
Review may belong, I (hall not pretend to determine, as I am 
not in the habit of reading it ; but mould be forry to ground 
my judgment on the account which Or. Griffiths, or his aflb- 
ciates, have given of the Memoirs of Jacobinifm. In the Ap- 
pendix to his twenty-fifth Volume, he has loaded me with im- 
putations which 1 (hou'd leave to the good fenfe of my Head- 
er, were I engaged in a mere literary difpute; but I have de- 
nounced the raoft formidable confpiiacy that ever was con- 
trived againft Religion and Society. I owe it, therefore, to my 
caufe, and to rayfelf, to prove which of us is molt open to the 
charge of unfairnefs* oi dexterity, or of treacherous ingenuity. 
Fortunately the talk is not difficult. 

Dr. Griffiths is frleafed to pafs a favorable fentence on my firfl: 
Volume, treating of the Conspiracy of the Sopbijlers againft the 
Altar; but he fays, that the Confpiracy " of the Sophifters 
** of Rebellion againft the Throne is ioimoerfeclly fupported 
*' in thefecond Volume, that he muft flill aicribe the extinction 
** of Royalty in France much mote to the couifeof local e- 
** vents in Paris, than to the previous concert and deliberate 
•* wifh of the leaders of the Revolution." — Certainly the Ja- 
eobins would not be forrow to fee fuch an opinion become pre- 
valent, for they alfo claim the right of faying to Kings, if we 
attack your thrones you may thank yourfclves ; it was your 
perfidy and defpotifm, much more than the efTotts of a BriiTot 
•r a Syeyes, that dethroned Lewis XVI ; it was more owing 
to you than to Petion or Robelpiene that he was led to the 
scaffold ; and, above all, it was the tyranny of Lewis XVI. that 
engraved in our hearts that wifh to exterminate every King 
on earth. Dr* Griffiths alfo finds it more convenient peremp- 
torily to pronounce on the validity of the proofs which I ad- 
duce, than to fubmit any of them to his readers, left they mould 
draw a very different conclufion. Not a word does he men- 
tion of the Letters, of the Syftems, of Holbach's Ciub, o<* the 
Central Committee, of the Emiffaries of the Grand Orient, of 
the Declamations and formal Avowals of the adepts Le Roi, 
Condorcet, Dudin, and his fcllow-icviewers of the Mcrcure. 
All this muft lead us to believe, that Dr. GriiTuhs is difficult 
of conviction when hepleaics to be io ', and that he can wuh- 
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hold proofs when he is not in a humour to refute therfc. Sd 
many perfons will take the word of their teachers for grant- 
ed, that it is unneceflary for him to condefcend to give his rea- 
fons. We (hall fee whether he will deign to notice Sir Horace* 
Walpole, who fo long finee denounced the Confpiracy of the 
Sophifters of Rebellion. If Dr. Griffiths be determined to be* 
blind, I cannot pretend to make him fee. 

idly, Dr. Griffiths alfo declares, that my pofitton "is whol- 
ly erroneous," when I fay, that Equality and Liberty form the 
effential and perpetual Creed of the Freemafons. Here I was 
tempted to recognize a brother dupe, but he had his reafons* 
for appearing to be better informed than I was. He then fpeaks 
of a communication opened between the Grand Lodges of 
London and Berlin 1776; and Berlin, he (ays, was at that*r« 
the very focus of convergence for every ray of modern PhiloJb± 
phy; and then he afks, were thefe embajjies mere child? s play t 
0r were there Timoleons concealed in the Latomies ( Lodges ) ? 
I candidly confefs, that had I known of theie communications 
with the very center of Sophiftry, £o far mould I have been 
from retracing my proofs of the Confpiracy of the Freetoa- 
Ions, that I fhould have given them a ftrongerturn. I can alfb 
afTure himj that I would not have generalized to fuch an ex- 
tent my exception in favor of the Mafonry of the Grand Lodge 
of London, had I been informed that it could poffibly have 
contained members fo inimical to Kings as that Timoleon who 
fcflalhnated his brother Timophane, for that fame caufc of hat- 
red to Royalty in which the Elder Brutus became the execttt 
iioner of his Children, and the Younger Brutus the murderer 
« of Cacfar his benefadtor; Let Englifh Maibns defend them- 
felves againft the imputations of Dr- Griffiths ; but every read* 
cr will perceive, that the method he has adopted to prove that 
fny pofition was erroneous is rather extraordinary ; for, accord* 
ing to his afTertions, if I am culpable, it is of having general* 
ized my exception too much in favor of thofe to whom. 1 tho't 
no guilt could attach. 

When we proceed to the third Volume treating of the Mo* 
rninees, and I fpeak of their Confpiracy againft all ibciety, 
property, and fciences, then is he far more difficult of perfua-* 
fion. It is here that I am guilty of treacherous ingenuity, o£ 
partiality, and of unfaimefs. Let the reader judge to which 
of us fuch imputations are the moft applicable. 

idly, The Reviewer deduceshisgrandproofsagainftine front 
the manner in which I have tranflated two of Weifhaupt's texts* 
I muft own, that one of them gave me a confiderable deal of 
trouble, not on account of the language, for the words arc clear 
enough ; but on account of the arrant nonfenfe, and, to me* 
irreconcileable contradiction of this text in the place where it 
{rands. To have tranflated Weifhaupt literally, we muft have 
made him. fay, "few wants; this is thefirjl fiep towards Li* 
*' herty . // is for this reafon that Savages and the learned for 
€l men enlightened in the fupr erne degree J are perhaps the only 
"free men* the only independent men*' I here faw a great er- 
ror in ftating our men of learning as thofe who have ihc ftwejt 
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wants, or as the freed:, or as the raoft independent of Socie* 
ty. To enable them to attend folely to their ft adies, they ftand 
in need of a fufficieot foitune to relieve them from attention to 
temporal concerns. They (land in need of the labor of others 
to cloath, lodge, and nourifh them. They are above all others 
dependent on (ociety for that ftate of peace and tranquillity fo 
heceflary to the progrefs of fcience. They moft, therefore, be 
monfters of ingratitude if they do not recognize that public au- 
thority, without which fciences muftbanifh. Putthe moft learned 
member of the Royal Society into a defert or a fore ft, and in 
another part put a country clown, and fee which of the two> 
will fare belt, or (land moft in need of the help of others. 

But this is not all; Weilhaupt pofhively afterts.that flavery 
is the offspring of the fciences ; and can it follow from fucli 
a pofition, that the moft fcientific are the freeft and moft in- 
dependent of men ? As from a variety of other paffages I knew 
that, according to the modern Spartactts, no men were really 
enlightened, unlefs it were the favages, or thofe who wifhed 
to carry us back to the favage ftate; I translated it thus :— — 
u Hence few wants is the firjl ftep towards Liberty, — // /'/ 
"for this reafon, that the favages ate the moft enlightened of 
#< men, and perhaps they alone are free*" but I took the pre- 
caution to add the German text, (" Darum lind wilde, und 
" in hbcftketi grad aufgekl'drte, vielletcht die einzigc freye 
*' menichen") that each reader might give the fenfehe chofe 
to the original. Or. Griffiths has done more, he has quoted 
that other text, in which Weifhaupt literally declares flavery 
to be the offspring of the fciences ; he neverthelefs makes 
Weifhaupt fay, that favages and the fully enlightened are per* 
haps the only free men, 1 his certainly approaches nearer to a 
literal tranffation, and the fentence taken in the abftracl may 
he more correct ; my tranflation, however, is conformable to 
the fenfe of the difcourfe ; but I have no objection to fubftitute 
that given by Dr. Griffiths, provided a N.B. be added, to warn 
the reader of the nonfenfe of it>and the gtofs contradiction it 
contains. 

4thly, Dr. Griffiths, or the writer he employs, next pro* 
ceeds to the French. — —" The text of Weifhaupt exprefly 
"lays, out of our prefent imperfect for 7ns of civil union we 
u JhtUI pafs into new and better chqfcn; but the Abbe, in 
tl order to attribute to him the perverfe project of perpetu* 
f< ating anarchy, unfairly renders the pafTagc as if we were to 
*' pafs back into the favage ftate." Theft,as if he had it in his 
power to quote numberlefs examplesof my unfair tranflations* 
he adds, ** On the topic of Property, fimilar freedoms have 
" been ufed, with a not left treacherous ingenuity!* 

Upon my word Dr. Griffiths here fathers, with great facili-* 
*y» his own failing upon others. Sir, notwithftanding the bafe 
and calumnious accufations which you chofe to vent againft: 
toe, 1 wrote to you a3 to a Reviewer upright in his intentions, 
Vet liable to miftake, but who, after fuch violent imputations, 
would condefcend at ieaft*to infert in a future number of his 
Review the explanation which I LauKeot him. You denied me 
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this means of defence ; I then told you, that I fhould not leivc 
the public in that error into which your Review might lead 
them, as in the pre tent circumftances the confequences might 
be too dangerous. I requeued a meeting in order to lay before 
you the Original Writings, and therein to point out evident 
proofs that your imputations were unjuft. You refufed thefe 
means of rectifying your miflake. What, then, entitles you to 
better treatment than you have given to a man who was moil: 
certainly actuated by no other fentiment than that of the pub- 
lic good, and whom you choofe to calumniate in defiance of 
conviction ? 

It pleafes Dr. Griffiths alfo to reprefent my letter (in which 
I informed him, that I would not leave the public in an error) 
as a rilible threat of denouncing him as an llluminee ( June 
1 798 ). He adds, that I am " at full liberty to accufs or com- 
*• pliment him by fuch a defcription." You may, Sir, take what 
I am going to fay as a reproach or as a compliment; but, with- 
out pretending to fay whether you are initiated in the iecrets 
of Jlluminifm or not, this much I can aiTert, that no llluminee 
con Id have fhown Ids candor than has the author of the article 
to which I am about to reply. 

So far was I from attributing any other intention to Wei- 
fhaupt, than that which he really had, when he wrote thefe 
words, Aus den Jlaaten tretten wir in neue kluger gewh'hlte 9 
which I have tranflated, de cesfocietes nous pajfons a des vctux 
a un choix flusfage (from thefe focieties we proceed to further 
wi flies, and to a wifer choice); and as this fentence, taken ah- 
ftraclly, has no fignification either in German or French, I, 
in a note, called the attention of the reader to the fentence 
that immediately followed, as explaining the nature of the 

wifer choice (Fr. Vol. III.) The Englifh tranflator has o- 

miited this note, which, in reality was only added through 
an excefs of precaution. But had he inferted it what would it 
have proved ? Nothing but an efpecial care on my fide not to 
attribute to Weifhaupt any meaning that did not entirely co- 
incide with the text. Am I to blame, if what precedes and 
what follows that fentence evidently demon ft rate that this So- 
phifter was endeavoring to lead us back to the favage ftate ^ 
I fhould fparc the Reviewer too much, or fhould rather hold 
him out as an Ignoramus, were I to fay that he could have been 
miftaken as to the meaning of that fentence. Here it is, with 
what precedes and follows it : " Nature drew men from the 
•' favage ftate, and rfc-united them in civil focieties ; from 
" thefe focieties we proceed to further tvijbcs, and to a wifer 
M choice* New afTociations prefect themielves to thefe wifhes; 

* The note in qneflion would anfwer to the word choice, 
Polnvte III and if literally at follows: " To a ivifer choice; 
** thii is the literal tran/lation of the text y aus den ftaaren tret* 
" ten wir in neue kluger gewahlte. The fentence that follows 
* l clearly enough exprrjfes what this choice is." I placed the 
German text between a parenthejis immediately after the word 
choice ; and as the fentence alluded to immediately followed^ /. 
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** and by their means we return to the ftate whence tve came, 
•* not again to run the former courfe, but the better to enjoy 
•* oar deftiny." Since the Reviewer did not condefcend to fa- 
vor me with the interview I requefted, that I might mow him 
the German text, I here print it, that he may get it t ran flat ed 
by whom, and where he pleafes ; and I defy him to (how that 
I have either altered or itwr^// the fenfe of tnatpafTage: "Die 
•* natur hat das menfehen gefchiecht ausden wildhtitgeriiTen* 
•' und in ftaaten vereinight; aus denjlaatentretteniuirinneu* 
•• Klugcr gcwdhlte. Zu unferen wunfehen nahen iich ncue 
** verbindungen, und durch diefe langen wir wieder dort an, 
•* wo wir auftegangen find ; aber nicht urn dereinft den altera 
* € zirkul wieder zuriick zu machen, fondern um unfere weitere 
*' beftinmung naher zu erfahren." Now I boldly afk, whether 
natural ftupidity can be carried fo far, or whether any man can 
be fo totally deftitute of every idea of logic, as not plainly to 
fee, that the ftate from which Weifhaupt fays that Nature has 
drawn us, and to which it is leading us back by means of his 
(fecret ) aflbciations, is not the favage ftate. Befide, he adds, 
Let us explain this myfiery; and how does he do this? why, by 
dedicating more than forty pages to prove, that the objeclof 
Nature in Secret Societies is to eradicate even the very name of 
People, Prince, Nation, or Country ; and this he pofitively tells 
ns is one of his grand myjleries. This monftrous Sophifter alio 
fays, that Original Sin, the Fall of Man, was no other than 
their reunion into civil fociety; and that Redemption is our re* 
inftatement in that ftate which was anterior to fociety. It is 
even thus that he pretends to explain the gofpel: it is thus that 
he explains the rough Jlones, the flonefptit or broken, and thepo- 
lijbed flone of Mafotiry. — And after this Dr. Griffiths and his 
co-operators will come and accufe us of unfairnefs, dexterity, 
and treacherous ingenuity, becaufe we unfold the abfiirdity of 
his favorite Illuminifm ! Let our readers afEgn thofe epithets 
to whom in their opinion they belong. 

5thly. What can the Reviewer mean by that great zeal which 
he (hows (or the characters of Weifhaupt and Knigge, tkofe 
two prototypes of Illuminifm ? In order to juftify them, he 
comes and talks to us of the Theifin and of the opinions which 
they affecled in their public writings, and a<$s*the orother 
dupe, grounding his opinion on Weilhaupt's giving the wri- 
tings of the Socinian BaJTedow to his novices. What does all 
this prove to a man who is fpeaking of the fecret opinions of 
Knigge and Weifhaupt, and who has demonftrated the whole 
dodlrine of their confpiring mvfteries; to a man who proves to 
you, by the very letters of Weifhaupt and Kniffge, that after 
the perufal of the writings of the Socinian Baftedow, thefe two 
atheifts recommend and give to their adepts the writings of 

looked upon the remainder of the note as p erf telly u/elefst and #- 
mitted it; for *who could have drea?nt that any per/on could have 
cavilled atfo clear a fentence ? I only tranjeribe the note in this 
place ^t hat every reader may judge of Dr. Griffiths 7 candour**^* 

Translator. 
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the atheift Boulanger, of the atheift Robinet, of the atheift 

Helvetia*, of the atheift Diderot; and that Kniggc even com- 
plains, that fuch a fupcrabun dance of *theifm would betray 
the tendency of the Seel too foon? (Original Writings, Vol. 
I. Let. $*from Spartacus to Cato. — Vol. II Let. %/rom Phi- 
fo to Cato. J— To what purpofe, let me aflc, is all the fluff 
Which the Reviewer has copied from the German llluminees 
about the .tefuits; all thofe panic terrors which he afFe&sabopt 
the return of Catholicifm in a proteftant country; as if protes- 
tantt and perfons of every religion were not bound in one in- 
terefl to counteract the plans of llluminifm? If Dr. Griffiths 
wifhes to miflead the Engltfh nation, as fome of the adepts did 
for a time in Germany, let him learn that the trick is flale; 
that it will be in vain foi him to copy Mirabeau or Bonneville, 
and, like them, cry up the alledged proofs of Jeluits Mafbnry 
difcovered by the llluminee Lucian-NicoLJii. We are oa^ the 
fpot, and can vei ify thefe grand proofs. We beg Dr. Griffith* 
to favor us with a fight of that famous Pel/can difcovered at 
Oiford; and that he will pot forget to tell us how it conies to 
pafs, that this Pelican /'/ replaced by a Sparrow-hawk, wbofe 
feathers grow again, and how a Sparrow-hawk, who thus re- 
fledges itfelf evidently demonftrates that Jefuits have longjince 
been hidden in the Englijh Lodges ; and that if great care be 
not taken, they are on the eve of fallying forth to make a mod 
terrible havock. He will alfo tell us how this demonftration; 
becomes evident, when we obferye, that Sir Chriftopher Wren; 
(the architect who built St. Paul's) was profeflbr in one college 
5tt Oxford, and that the Pelican and Sparrow-hawk were found 
in another college. But I am lorry to confider, that, when Dr. 
Griffiths (hall have ably developed all the grand proofs given 
by Nicolai, the Englifh reader will be much tempted to rani; 
the inventor and his paoegyrift in the fame clafs.* 

Let not Dr. Griffiths thinly that while we (hrug our moulders 
St this miferable fable of Catholicifm and Jefuiiifm latent in 
Freemafonry, we cannot produce fubftanttal proofs that this 
fable was only invented to avert the attention of the inhabitants 
of proteftant countries from the progrefs made by the lilumi- 
nees. We can (how thofe leaders of llluminifm Brunner, the 
apoftate catfcolic curate of Tiefenbach ; the apoflate Nimis, the 
Chabot of Germany; the adepts Dorfch, Blau 9 and Wreden 9 
the famous llluminees of Spire, Menu, and Bonne, meditaring 
and combining among themfelves the means of propagating 
this fable in Germany juft as Dr. Griffiths had done in Eng- 
land. We can produce the letter of the adept Brunncr to Ni- 
nth % difcovered among the papers of Blau and fent by the of- 
ficers who had feized them to the Bijhop of Spire. Dr. Grif- 
fiths knows many things concerning Mafonry and llluminifm; 
but he may probably be unacquainted with this letter ; it would 
pot be right that he mould continue fo, as he will, by the in* 

* See Monthly Review, Augufli 1798, pages 460 and 461-r 
See alfo the miferable dif cover ies of Nikolai appreciated in a Ger- 
inan work called the yci.1 torn from Mafonryi page 31? 9 &c. i 
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formation be better able to judge of the part that he is acting, 
and of the fervices that he is rendering Illuminifm. 

This difpatch is dated Tune 9, 1791, that is, juft about the 
time when the coalition of the crowned heads Uemed to me* 
nace Jacobinifm with immediate deftruction. The adepts are 
much occupied with inventing a plan for remodelling Illumin- 
ifm, that it might acquire new vigor. In this plan a cloak is 
fought, which, hiding the grand machine, leaves its inftrumems 
at liberty to acl without being feen, and to attain the object of 
the Sell without being fufpecled of meddling with Illuminifm. 

The cloak that was thus to favor the views of the brethren, 
was an Academy of Sciences formed of two clafTes of men, the 
one of men remarkable for their zeal in the caufe of religion, 
the other of profound Illuminees. Honorary members were to 
be elected as protestors; and //"(fays the author of the plan) 
Dalbert once gets to his government (that is, if the Suffragan 
becomes Elector of Mentz) he of all other princes would be the 
mofi proper for our objecl. We may perhaps unfold the <who:c 
of our plan to him, and make Mentz the central point of our 
academy. — To do away every idea of the hidden viyjleries of this 
academy, it nvou/d be right that each member Jbould ivear or. his 
breafl a medal bearing the infer iption Religion 1 etSokntiis 
(to religion and fcieoces ). — The better to conceal our fecret ob- 
jeclf nve muft be careful to engage alt the learned jf(fuitsyfuth 
as Sattler, Sailer, Mutschellf, and other learned re- 
ligious, that are perfeSlly orthodox y fuch as Geruert, and 
Schwartzuebkr. — ft would even be right if it could be bro't 
about \ that the efiabli/hment of this academy Jhould be announced 
to the public by ajefuit, and not by one ofur. 

Pray, Dr. Griffiths, has this plan come to your knowledge? 
Now liften to what the adept author of the plan fays : " But if 
" people cry out aqainft hidden Jefuitifm and aeaioft the pro- 
* l grefs ofdatholicifm, it will be lb much the better. ^ 1 hat 
** would the better do away all fufpicion o* a fecret ailbciation ; 
" one might (and this is worthy of Dr. GriiFuhs's obfervation ) 
•' one's Jeff help to fpr fad t hit fa ffe alarm.' I here add the 
text, for the benefit of a tranflation from Dr. Griffiths, which 
if he gives, I hope he will alfo add the text, that the public 
may pronounce on the treacherous ingenuity : " Wurde Liber 
" heimlichen Jefuitifm, oder iibcr grofeie aufbre»tung <1es 
" Katholicifm gefchrien, defto befT«r; dadurch wiirde ailer 
•« verdacht einer geheimen veibin^ung nur um fo mehr St- 
•' feitiget. Man konte fogar diefen blinden farm felbft fchla^en 
• c belfen." When, Sir, you /hall have duly meditated on this 
planofthe adepts, I mould like to know what you could have 
done more to favor their views than you die! in giving an ac- 
count of Mr. Robifon's work, of my work, and of the mifera- 
ble produ5Hon calling itfelf A frfi Letter of a Free wafon t'j 
the Abbe BarrueL You will, douUleis, remark, that the date 
of this plan i3 June, 1791; fo you cannot refer your readers 
to the Llum'uie e Boetiger to make them believe, that iince the 
year 1790 there has been no farther quellion of illuminiihi in 
Germany. 

B 
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I flatter rayfclf that you now coincide in opinion with m£tf 
and that you think it might have been better — ift, To have ei- 
ther fpoken of the above works with more candor and polite- 
nefs, or not to have mentioned them at all. — adly,To have ac- 
cepted the invitation that I fent you, that I might lay the ori- 
ginal texts before you.— 3dly, To have published the letter 
that I requeued you would infert in your Review. — And 4thly» 
Not to have pretended that 1 had threatened to denounce yoii 
as an Illuminee. For really, Sir, I never felt the flighted in- 
ducement to pronounce whether the Illuminees had ever ini- 
tiated yourfelf or your co-operators in their laft myfteries.—- 
You begin with granting that the confpiracy of the Soph i fieri 
a gain ft the altar really ex ids ; and when you come to the 
Illuminees you tell us, " that however extravagant maybe t hi 
i i opinions offome leading men among the Illuminees , the ave± 
" rage ivitl of the party, the collected purfuit of the confederated 
"Lodges, appears rather to have had socinianism and RE- 
41 publicanism than Atheifm and Anarchy for its objecls. * *— - 
(June, 1798, p. 440.) — This is avowing at lead that there ex- 
ifts in thefe Lodges a confpiracy again ft the God of the Gos- 
pel, and againft the thrones of all fovereigns. This is alfa 
abandoning the chiefs or founders of the confederacy of the 
Illuminees. When you go fo far yourfelf, Sir, as to grant ail 
this, am 1 not entitled to a(k what could induce you to accufe 
me of i'o much treacherous ingenuity^ when you confefs your- 
felf that I might be in the right ; for you mufthavefeen that I 
diftinguifhed the degrees ; I have (hewn by the very code of the 
Illuminees how in their fir ft fchools they only ittfufed hatred 
for kings, and that fpecies of Socinianifra which borders fo 
clofely on rank Deifm. This, I think* was fuiiicientiy proving 
a confpiracy whofe tendency well deferved the attention of the 
public. When I accufe the Seel of aiming at the wildeft an- 
archy, I mow that this myftery was referved to the profound 
adepts and chiefs, though their fecret at prefent frequently es* 
capes them before a public audience. Generally, Sir, they make 
the fame avowals as you do. They are plea fed to hear it faid 
that Voltaire, and thofe men whom ihey denominate great phi- 
fofophers, confpired againft Chriftianity ; and that other felf- 
created philofophers of the Lodges confpired againft kings.— 
This might contribute to make nations believe that it is not fo 
very criminal a thing to engage in fuch confpiracies. But it 
is a more difficult thing to invent a plaufible pretext for con- 
fpiring againft all properfy and civil fociety ; and for that rea- 
fon more care is taken to conceal the ultimate views of their 
plots. Meanwhile, however, they cry down every author that 
dares to unmaik thele hideous confpirators. Was it under an 
illufion, or wittingly, that you followed fo nearly the fame 
method in reviewing the works of Mr. Robifcn and myfelf! 
l)o not expvft a decifion from me. Myohjecl is, that the pub- 
lic mould not be miflead to believe that I have exaggerated the! 
myfteries of the Illuminees. I leave to that fame public to judg* 
whether aoy of the Reviewers are dupes or accomplices. 
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OBSERVATIONS, See. Xl 

K. B. Ill fopport of the account given by the Monthly Re* 
view, I am threatened with an anfwer from Spartacus 
WEISHAUPT. My rejoinder is ready for this perfonage alfo. 
Let him meet me at the archives of Munich, where his letters 
are preferved. But as that might expofe him to the peril of 
the gallows, I confent that he mould acl by attorney. Let him 
prove then that thefe letters are fpurious ; and that the Court 
and Magiftrates of Bavaria impofed upon the world* when they 
poblifhed thofe letters, and invited perfons of every country to 
come and verify the originals ; for all other apology on his fide 
rauft be ufelefs, and any anfwer on mine fuperfluous. A com- 
plete anfwer to all his publications, as well as to his firft apolo- 
gy, is already publifhed in the code and hiftory of his Illumin? 
ifm , and all that I can poflibly fay with reference to his wri* 
£ngs may be reduced to three words, read and verify. 
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Preliminary discourse. 



ObjecJ and Plan of this Volume. 

/CONCEIVED but a Ihort time before the French 
>< Rev ,° lut| on> by a man whofe ambition feemed con- 
hned within the narrow compafs of the town oflnool- 
ftadt and to the dufty folios of his fchools, by what ftrange 
means did I lum.nifm in lefs than fifteen years, become 
that ibrm.dable Seel which, under the name of Jacobin, 
rides triumphant over ruined altars, fhivered fceptres.and 
Scattered crowns; over the wrecks of nations and their • 
conftuutions ; over the bodies of potentates fallen beneath 
their poifons or their poignards, while they drag others in 
their train, craving a fervitude termed peace, o, -branding 
themfelves w.th the infamy of what they call an alliance? 
# Under this name of Jacobin abforbing all the mvfte- 
nes, plots, and combinations of every feftary againft'eve- 
ry «ligton, government, and fociety, by what artifice 
could llluminifm acquire that dominion of terror which 
forbids any fovere.gn within the aftoni/hed univerfe to 
fay, 1 o-morrow I ihall continue feated on my throne; 
which forbids nat.ons and citizens to fay, that their laws 
and religion, their houfes and property, will not be torn 
from them; which forbids the peaceful inhabitant to lie 
down t» reft w.th any aflurance that he will not rife in the 
inorn.ng beneath the fljade of that fymbol of blood called 
the lree of Liberty, and threatened by the axe of the de- . 
Vour.ng guillotine? How is it poflible, that the fecret 
adepts of the modern Spartacus fliould be theinvifiblc and 
<xclufive movers of that long chain of crimes and calam- 
ities, that difaftrous torrent of ferocity and rapine, which 
is called the revolution .' How do they continue to direft 
thofe machinations which are to confummatc the difiolu- 
tion and mifery of human fociety ? 

In dedicating this Fourth Volume to the inveftigation Objea of 
ot thefc queftions, I do not flatter myfelf with the hopes this vo- 
pt Uluftrating them with all that prccifion, and of point- ,ame ' 
"'g out thofe particularities, which other men might have 
«>>ne who have had it in their power to follow the Sect 
ot fllummees into their dark abodes, without ever lofing 
°gnt of the adepts or their teachers. The monfter has 
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1$ MELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

taken its courfc through wildernefles, and darknefe has 
more than once obfeured its progrefs. Weifhaupt had 
adopted the bird of night for his emblem, becaufe he 
courted darknefs; but the fcreechings of this ominous 
bird, rending the air in fpite of him, difcover his fecret re- 
treat. The venemous reptile is often difcovered by the 
ftench of its poifon; the beaten and blood-ftained track 
leads to the difcovery of the cavern inhabited by brigands j 
and, notwithftanding all the efforts of the wicked, an alU 
powerful God will fometimes in his mercy permit a ray 
of light to mine on their tenebrous receffes, which may 
fuffice to develope their plots. Many horrid particulars, 
no doubt, have been loft under the veil of darknefs; but 
in clafling thofe which have come to my knowledge, I 
find abundance of proofs to trace the Sect wherever crime 
has pointed out its fatal influence. In vain does the black 
cloud hover round thefummit of the volcano, the bitumin- 
ous and fulphurous vapors which it exhales, bear tefti ma- 
ny of the interior combuftions, till at length the eruption 
denotes the abyfs where fo great a convulfion was gene- 
rated. 

Hence, without flattering myfelf with the hopes of fei-, 
zing every link of that horrid chain of iniquity which muft 
blacken the page of hiftory when treating of the Se#, or 
of decyphering the afTumed names of all its adepts, I 
fhall proceed to lay before my readers what has already 
come to light. AfTerting nothing but will bear the ftri&efc 
fcrutiny,I fhall ft ill find matter fufficient to trace the pro- 
grefs of the Sect from its origin to that congrefs to which, 
at the prefent moment, it calls the vanquiftied fovereigns, 
not fo much to quell the horrors of the field of battle, as 
to enjoy that dominion of terror which it defpotically 
fways without, and to prepare within new refources to 
extend its triumphs; not fo much to reftore to nations the 
tottering remnants of their laws and religion, as to invent 
means of obliterating the very traces of either that may 
yet remain. I (hall here attempt to lead the hiftorian 
through thefe mazy windings left he mould lofe himfelf 
when in purfuit of the Sect. The reader has already feen 
(in our remarks on the Code) its oaths and threats againft 
every religion, all fociety, and property. Now, when 
reading of what the Sect has done, of the plots and ma- 
chinations it has fuccefs fully undertaken and executed, 
may nations and their rulers acquire new ardor, and be 
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Simulated to oppofc their future projects with all the 

courage and all the means they are matters of. It is to tri-* 

umph over Jacobinum, cod what it may, that nations arc 

to ftudy the records of this Sed, and not to fink meanly 

into defpair. I know I am but mortal, and that ere long 

I (hall defcend into the grave; and I calmly wait my dis- 

iblution ; but fhould that confideration prevent my weep* 

ing over the general diflblution which threatens ibciet)^ 

after I have awakened my readers to the dangers which 

threaten them> only to fee them finking once more into 

that apathy which portends ruin, under pretence that it it 

too late, that it is ufelefs to refift the fate which the Se& 

has decreed for all nations ? God forbid that I fhould hold 

fuch language! Cannot the good be fired with that zeal 

which confmnes the breaft of the mifcreant heaving for 

wickednefs. Let the rulers of nations will it, let nations 

will to fave their religion, their laws, their property, as 

this infernal Se& wills the deftrudrJon of them alf, and 

fuccefs muft infallibly crown their endeavors. It is only 

in hopes of contributing to their fuccefs, that I once more 

confent to fully my pen with the names of Weijhaupt^ of 

llluminee^ and of Jacobin^ and to wade through their dis~ 

gufting annals. 

The order to be obferved in treating of the hiftorjr of Plan of 
the SecT: (hall be regulated according to its moft remarka- f hl * f °* 
ble epochs. lumc - 

The firit (hall {hew Weifhaupt laying the foundations 
of his IUuminifm, preparing and initiating his firft adepts, 
founding his firft Lodges, trying his firft apoftles, and pre- 
paring every thing for great conquefts. 

The fecond (hall treat of that fatal intrufion which em- 
bodied thoufands and thoufands of adepts under Wei- 
flbaupt's banners; and this epoch will be called the ///«- 
minization of Free-mafonry. 

Very few years fuftice to extend thefe tenebrous and 
myftenous conquefts ; but the thunderbolts of heaven 
warn mankind of their danger. The Se&and its confpi- 
racies are difcovcrcd in Bavaria, and it fpeaks of this dis- 
covery under the appellation of its perj'ccuthns\ nations 
and their rulers have been led to believe that it was the 
death-blow and extinction of the Sect. 

Shrinking back, however, into its dark recedes, with 
unabating ardor, it crawls from den to den until it attains 
thofe of Philip of Orleans, who, joining the Sect, with all 
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the adepts of his occult Lodges, gives it fovereign (Way 
over the whole of French Mafonry. From this monftrous 
aflbciation fprungthe Jacobins, with all the crimes and 
horrors of the Revolution. This conftitutes the fourth 
epoch of Muminifm; for as the lion, feeling his ftrength 
fufficient, fallies from his den, roars loudly, and vi&irns 
mult be facrificed to him ; fo the Jacobins, or Illumini- 
ssed Mafona, quit their lurking places, and with horrid 
yell announce to nations and their rulers that they may 
tremble, for the day of revolution is come. This is the 
epoch at which the Sedl begins the execution of its plots. 
He only knows how low the earth is condemned to bend 
beneath their yoke, who in his vengeance permits the 
plague and other fcourges to devaftate empires until he 
has been avenged of an impious generation. I neither 
pretend to be a prophet nor defcendant of a prophet ; but 
in treating of the numerous crimes already committed by 
the Sect, it will be but too eafy to point out thofe that it 
has frill to commit, and that it will commit, if princes and 
their people difregard the leffons of that fame God,teach~ 
ing them the conduct they fhould hold, in order to aveit 
the impending fcourge. 
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ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY j 

HISTORICAL PART. 



.1 1 ■■■ r ' 

CHAP. I. 
Fir/I Epoch of Illuminifnu 

FOR many years paft, and particularly fince Free* 
mafonry had acquired fuch repute throughout Eu- 
rope, a multitude of petty fecret focieties had been form- 
ed in the Protectant univerfities of Germany, each hav- 
ing its lodge, its mafter, its myfteries, all modelled oa 
thofe founded by mafons coming from England and Scot- 
land. Hence fprung thofe various Orders of Hope, of 
Harmony, the Conjlantijis, the Black Brethren, and the 
Jike. The difputes and quarrels, nay, the disorderly be* 
havior of thefe young brethren attracted, more than once^ 
ihe attention of the magiftrates; fome few attempts were 
made to crufh thefe meetings, but being made without c- 
nergy they were of courfe ufelefs. Governments had not 
Sufficiently confidered, that the moil dangerous abufe of 
fhefe ibcieties was not fo much the quarrels and the boy- 
jfh battles which enfued, as the tafte which they inculcat- 
ed for focieties impervious to the eye of the magistrate, 
and under the cover of which their iecrets were fo eafily 
transformed into the myfteries of impiety and the pjots of 
rebellion.* 



* The fophjfticated mafons of France were not itraDgers tQ 
.tfiefe boyifli Lodges. A few years before the deftruclion of the 
Jefuits, ooe of thefe lodges was fet on foot in their college of 
Tulle, ftiling its members the Chevaliers de la Pure Veriti, 
(Knights of the Pure Truth.) The Jefuits foon perceived 
whither this do&rine of pure truth and its fecret meetings 
would lead. Before any other method for putting a flop to this 
new eftablifhment was propofed, they refolved to try the pow* 
er of ridicule which was almoft infallible in France. Accord* 
ingly one of the matters undertook to compofe a mo ft {areas? 
pt fcng on our young Knights, and copies were fecrctly dis> 
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It would, however, be difficult I believe to prove, that 
any fyftems or opinions militating againft religion or go- 
vernments had as yet been introduced into thefe puerile 
aflbciations. Many were even known to profefs princi- 
ples conducive to good manners and morality. The re- 
medy may be found in the very fource whence fprung the 
evil, that is to fay, from the cqpftitution of thofe univer- 
sities, which, on the one fide, leaves the choice of the dif- 
ferent profeflbrs in each branch to their fcholars, and on 
the other does not fufficiently provide for an honeft teach- 
er to place him beyond the powers of want or the temp- 
tations of avarice and vanity. Hence it followed, that 
mafters, little delicate as to the means of obtaining a no- 
mination, and nearly deftitute of talents, had only tofhow 
great zeal for one of thefe little foe ie ties, or invent fbme 
new myftery more enticing than the reft, and his Lodges 
immediately filled ; the fcholars formed parties for him ; 
in a fhort time his fchools were as much flocked to 
as his Lodges, and contributions in his favor kept pace 
with his growing reputation. The fear of paffing for a 
feducer of youth was a bar againft his making ufc of thefe 
focieties for inftilling bad principles into his young fol- 
lowers, however much he might have wifhed it; and on 
the other fide, the authority which he had acquired in the 
fchools gave him a fuffiicent power in the Lodges to 
thwart any perverfe intentions in the young adepts 5 and 
thefe oppofite reafons proved in general a fufficient guard 
againft the introduction of great abufes.* 

The time was not yet come, however, when proofs 
were to be acquired of the ufe to which the great con- 
fpirators were to turn thefe myfterious nurferies. 

When public report fprcad the news in Germany of sl 
new order of Illuminees having been founded in the uni- 
verfity of Ingolftadt by Weifhaupt, many people fuppos- 
ed it to be one of thofe little college Lodges, which could 
no longer intereft the adepts, when once they had finish- 
ed their ftudies. Many even thought that Weifhaupt, 

tributed to all the young men who did not belong to the lodge. 
Scarcely could one of the juvenile Knights make his appear- 
ance without hearing fome ridiculous line of this fong hum- 
med in his ears; and in a fhort time fquares, compares, Lodge 
and all disappeared. 
* See the Memoirs of a Protcftant Minifter on the Illumi- 
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jvho was 2t that time a fworn enemy to the Jefuits, had 
only founded this Lodge with a view to form a party for 
himfelf againft thofe fathers who, after the deftrudtion of 
their order, had been continued in their offices of public 
teachers at the univei fity of Ingolftadt.* The Illuminees 
fuccefsfully availed themfelves of this opinion on an oc«* 
cafion which we (hall hereafter fee to have been decifive 
as to their future exiftence in Germany. Had not the na- 
ture of their code and of their myfteries demonftrated 
views of far other importance both for nations and their 

Sovernments, to have been the grand object of the foun- 
er, the Archives of the Seft would fliow beyond all 
doubt that from its firft inftitution Weifhaupt had con* 
ceived the hopes, and determined on means for extend- 
ing the plots of the Sec) to the utmoft boundaries of Em- 
pires. 

It was on the ift of May, 1776, that Weifliaupt laid 
the firft foundations of his Illuminifm. The lift of adepts 
fcized among their Archives (hows his name infer ibed 
on that day at the head of the Regifter; on the fame day 
^'tf*-MaUenhaufen and Tilerius-Mcrz were declared 
Areopagites.f It is true that he fele&ed thefe two firft 
adepts from among his pupils who were ftudying the law 
under him at the univerfity of Ingolftadt; thefe were ge- 
nerally young men from eighteen to twenty, a moft dan- 
gerous age, when the paflions eafily lay open the un- 
guarded mind to the feduction of Soph if try. Weifliaupt 
could not overlook fo fair an opportunity of forming a- 
poftles, who, returning home when they had finiihed their 
ftudies, might, under his direction, continue the fame ca- 
reer of feducYion which he himfelf carried on at Ingol- 
ftadt. Atrocioufly impious, we fee him in the firft year 
of his Illuminifm aping die God of Chrirtianity, and or- 
dering y^tftf-Maflenhauien in the following terms to pro- 
pagate the doctrines of his new gofpel: " Did not Chrift 
44 fend his Apoftles to preach his Gofpel to the univerfe? 
" You that are my Peter, why fhould you remain idle at 
" home, go then and preach.'^ 

* See the Memoirs of a Proteftant Minifter on the Illami' 
nees. 

f Original Writings, Se<3. TV. 

% Hat doch Chriftus auch fcine apoftel in die welt pefchickt, 
und warum follte ich meinen Petrus zu haufe lafFen? lie et pre- 
dicate. — Original Writings, Letter 1 to 4;ax, i^th Sept, 1776. 
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The modern Cephas had not waited for the orders df 
fiis matter to give him proofs of his zeal. In the enthu-t 
fiafmof his firft fervor, and during the very month of hii 
inftallation, he had a&ed the part of Infinuator to Xave- 
rius Zwack.* We £bafl foon fee him outwitted by his 
pupil ; but fo great a conqueft covered a multitude of fins 
of which he was afterwards guiftv. By the name of Cati 
we fe* Zwack pafs under the direction of Weifliaupt him- 
self, and he foon became his favorite difciple. He may be 
laid to have robbed his Infinuator of the honor of hav- 
ing founded the Lodges at Munich; and it was througft 
the means of this new apoftle that the Se& made that ra- 
pid progrefs which Weifliaupt boafts of in his letter to 
:Tiberius-Mcrz> 13th May, 1778: 

" It is with great pleafure that I can inform you of the 
cc happy progrefs my Order is making: knowing hovfr 
* c anxious you are for its welfare^ and that you have pro- 
^ mifed to contribute to its fuccefs by all the means in 
" your power, I muft inform you, that in a few days I {hail 
* c be able to found two Lodges at Munich, The firft will 
€i be compofed of Cato y of Hertel, to whom I have given 
** the name of Marius, and of Maflenhaufen, whom we 
u call Jjax. Thcfc three will receive their inftru&ions 
** in direct line from mc. You alfo fhall have a feat in 
Cl their council when at Munich. I have been obliged to 
cc fix Ajax there, though he might have oeen of great ufc 
" to me; for he was the firft to whom I opened myfelf 
c< on the fubjeclj and he alfo recruited Cato forme. Had 
cc I to begin again, I certainly would not make choice of 
Ct him; but I have fa clipped his wings that he can no 
cc longer play off any of his intrigues. I don't leave him 
Ci in poiTeffion of a fingle halfpenny of our funds; they 
cc are entrufted to Marius* Cato is the main fpring 
cc at Munich, and the man who conduces every thing. It 

* Jh the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs, page 9, in the 
Kote, it is faidi " it is clear that Zwack was only initiated 
" ten months after the two adepts /ijax and Tiberius." In 
place of ten we mould read twenty-two months, as J meant to 
fpeak of bis inftallaticn among the Areopagites, which only 
took plat'* on the 116 of Feb. 1-78. (Original Writings^ Vol, 
L Heel, IV.) \ but he had been received into the Order on thfe 
a<)th May, 1776, us may be feen by the tablets of jfjax. Be- 
tide, thefe tablets, and the lift juil mentioned, do not perftc*t- 
Jy coincide. The reafon of this difference will be explained 
\vhen treating of the fuft adepts. 
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** is for that rcafon that you muft in future correfpoflcl 
* l with him. It is in this Lodge that al! is regulated with 
4< regard to the general direction of the order; but theri 
u every thing is to be fubmitted td me for approbation. 

<c The fecorid college (or Lodge) {hall confift of the 
u above-named brethren* of Bergcr, under the name of* 
** Cornelius Scipia y and ot a certain Troponero, whom we 
" have furnamed Coriolanus, i raoft excellent man for us, 
" about forty years of age, and who has been for a long 
n time concerned in the Hamburgh trade: He is an able 
* financier, and at this very time reads public le&ures on 
ft finance at Munich* 

To thefe will foon be added Baader and Werftenrie- 
u der, both profeflbrs in the fame town. This Lodge is 
cc to attend to all local concerns, that is, to all that may 
f% be of fervice or differvice to us at Munich. Claudius^ 
u one of Cato*s coUfinS, and the yoUngSauer, an appren- 
u tice to a merchant, are in the Noviciate. Bcieramcr, 
u furnamed Zoroajlef, who was initiated a few days ago, 
f< is going to try his luck at Landfhut, whither we fena 
tc him to fee how it will be received there. Michel, un- 
<c der the name of Timon^ and Hohenaichcr fet off to the 
a attack of Freifinguen., 

u You are but little acquainted with the people of Aich-* 
cc ftadt. It is enough to fay, that (counfellor) Lang, fur- 
" named Tamerlane, is Director there. His zeal has al* 
l< ready gained over to us Odin, Tojfo, Ofiris, Lucullus y 
" Sefojiris, and Mcfes* This is going on pretty well, I 
u think. I forgot to fay, that We have our printer at Mu- 
u nich. We are now making a new edition, and at our 
44 own expenfe, of Aiphonfus dc Far gas on the jlrata- 
il gems and fopbifms of the Jefuits.* You (hall foon rc- 

* This fuppofed Aiphonfus de Vargas* whofe calumnies a- 
gatnft the Jefuifts Weiihaupt renews with fo much eagemefs* 
is no other than Go/par Sciopius, far better known for the grofs- 
nefs and virulence of hi»tedious difcourfes againft thofe who 
dared differ from him in opinion, than by his erudition. He 
was particularly abulive againft Scalier and James I King of 
England ; the latter had him anfwered in Spain by a fevere 
baftinado. This was alio the man who revenged himfeif in lo 
virulent a manner on Cafaubon and Du Phjl* M&ruai, his 
beil friends, but who had conuadicled him on a point of lite- 
rature; in (hort, the man who has been alternately called the 
Attila^ the Cerberus* and even the public rxecutbver of litera- 
ture. Sec Merer i '% and Feller's Dkliwie,. 
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* It does not appear that he fucceeded with his two ca< 

pons > but we fee him on the other hand making nume* 
rous conqueils. He begins by a certain SchJeichj with 
whom he is much delighted, and who on his firft admis- 
lion prefented the Order with whatever books Weilhaupt 
chofe to fclecl from his library* Then comes a man fur- 
named Lucullusy who, while only in his noviciate, begins 
by Wcifbaupt's exprefs command to act the part of Infi- 
jiuator to the Baron Eekert, who was fuppofed to be a 
great prize. In fliort there was a number of young men 
whom Weifhaupt perfqaded to come and finifli their edu- 
cations at his uni verity, that he might be able ti com* 
plete their initiation. Such was the fuccefs he met with 
during the few months he remained at Aichfladt; and he 
was fo overjoyed with it, that he writes to y^7A--MafTen- 
hau fen, " I have moil certainly done more during thi$ 
** vacation than all of you have done together*." Though 
pbliged to return to his public functions of teacher at the 
univerfity of Ingolftadt, he left this new Lodge in pos- 
feiiion of fuch a fund of illuminizcd inftruction, that Aich- 
ftadt was foon looked up to as the model of Lodges; and 
the predelicYion which Weilhaupt ever after retained for 
it is obfervable. He often propofes it as an example to 
thofe adepts who became lukewarm iri the fervice of the 
$ect. It was alfo the Lodge which he had the moil grofs^ 
ly irnpofed upon as to the origin of the Sect, and which 
hemoft ridicules in his confidential letters to Gz/a-iZwack, 
when he fays, " The greateft of our myfterics muft be the 
* c novelty of the Order, The fewer perfons there are in 
" the fecret, the better we (hall thrive; at prefent you, and 
^ Merz are the only two that know the fecret, nor do I 
<c mean to tell it to any one elfe for a long time to come T 
<c As to our fellows at Aickjladt, there is not one of them 
C{ that knows it, nor is there one who would nctfwear on 
* c bis life and death that the Order is elder than Methn- 
+ «fale?n\." 

On his return to Ingolftadt, Weifhaupt applied himfelf 
to the means of combining his functions of Doctor of 
Laws with thofe of Founder of a Secret Society, whofq 
future purpofe was the total fubverfion of every law. He 
fulfilled the former part of his duty with fuch afliduity, 

* To jfjaxt Let. 4. 

f Orig. Writ. Let. a, to Phittp-Strozzi or Catc-Zynck, 
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end with fucb an appearance of candor, that he was cho* 
(en Superior of the univerfity. This new dignity only 
added to his hypocrify. The feme year, fo far was he 
from lofing fight of his tenebrous plots, that he formed a 
fecret fchool, wherein he amply counter-balanced the les- 
fons he was obliged to give in public; and by means of 
this new jpecies of fcholars he ftored up abundant mean^ 
for the propagation of his Illuminifm. At once Superior 
and Profeffbr of the univerfity, he made ufe of this dou- 
ble tide to infpire the parents of his fcholars with new 
confidence, He converted his houfe into one of thofe 
boarding-houfes where young men, perpetually under the 
eyes of their mailers, are fuppofed to be better preferved 
from the dangers which threaten them ajt that age. Se- 
veral letters demonftrate the intention of this monftrous 
pedagogue to offer his houfe and table to the young flu- 
dents of the univerfity as a means of attaining his baleful 
ends. He folicited fathers and mothers to entruft their 
children to his care; and overjoyed at having obtained to 
precious a depofit, he exukingly writes to his adepts^ 
" that the young Baron of Schrocckenberg, and the young 
li Hoheijeicher, are to be boarded with' him." He then 
adds, u And thefe gentlemen alio mujl (wallow the bait * 
*fhat is thrown to them," \Vnen he had obferved the? 

freat facility that this fecret fchool gave him of (educing 
is difcipies, he writes, " Next year alfo I will take boardy 
* c ers at my houfe, always with a view to forward the 
u grand objefl"* Should it come to pafs that he couLJ 
not perfuade the parents to intruft any of his young audi- 
tors to his care, especially when he had caft his views oxj 
fthemj he then had houfes near him and in his intereft, tp 
Which he would entice the young pupils, Jell he fhould loi^ 
light of them. It is on a fimilar occafion that he writes 
to Ajax, " I fee no other lodging for you in our neigh- 

* borhood but at my mother's. I fhould be excefli'/ely 

u happy ifrthat would do for you ; and more particularly • 
a fo, as fhe would make no difficulty in allowing you the 
* c key of the houfe-door. I do not with to force you to 

* go there if you can find a better; but the great advan- 
a tare of this would be.^ that J fiiould always have apre? 

* ten ce for going to your chamber ' 9 and there wt coulfi 

* Orig. Writ, Vol. i. Let. i; to 4/ax, Let. ap, *o Qqtt* 
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u more eafily than at my houfe difcourfe together without 
u any one's knowing a word of the matter. Our union 
a would be more fecret "* 

Let not the reader be furprized at feeing me defcend to 
all thefe particulars. I am defcribing the infant ftatc of a 
SeQ, and the founder forming his firft difciples. Such 
means might be defpifed by fome; but this was not the 
cafe with our prototype of rebellion; he fcarcely ap~ 

fears to venture beyond the porch of his own habitation. 
^t the wolf alone; in the thickets of the foreft (he fuc- 
kles her young ; they grow in ftrength, and we foon be* 
hold them carrying the palpitating remnants *of flocks to 
gorge the ravenous maw of her who taught them to de- 
vour. Scarcely had Weifhaupt dedicated his fecret fchool 
for thefpace of two years to his Illuminifm, when his 
adepts, worthy of fuch difaftrous plans, (allied forth to 
fpread the baneful poifons. Let the reader judge of the 
importance of his means by the fucceffes attending on 
them ; let him reflect on them while Weifhaupt (hall be 
his own hiftorian in the following letter : 

" In future," fays he to his two famous Areopagite* 
• Cato and Marius, * you will aflumc a different tone with 
w Timon and Hoheneicher, as I have let them into the 
" whole fecret; I have even difclofed rriyfclf to them as 
<* founder of our Order; and 1 have done it for many rea* 
«fons. 

44 Firft, Becaufe they are to be tbemfelves founders of 
tc a new colony at Freyftnguen, thje'tr native country, and 
€C on that account ftand fn need of more particular inftruc- 
fC tions as to the whole tendency of the Order, which 
4< were much too long to have been given by letter,* I 
44 profit of every inftant while they remain with me to 
11 prepare them for every thing, ■ 

u Secondly, Becaufe they muft in the mean time infi- 
u nuate the Baron D'E • • • and fome other Jtudents. 

« Thirdly, Becaufe H " (this H is evident- 
ly the above-mentioned Hoheneicher, the Yery perfon of 
whom Weifhaupt fays, when enticing him to board with 
him, He jh all jw allow the bait) " is* too well acquaint* 
44 ed with my ftyle of writing and of thinking,not to have 
44 foon found out that the whole was of my own inveu- 
44 tion. 

• 

* Orig. Writ^ct.jjto^V*. 
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m Fourthly, Becaufe of all my boarders of loft year he 

• was the only ONE who had not been made acquainted 
u with the whole hufinefs* 

" Fifthly, Becaufe he has offered to contribute to our 
u fecret library at Munich, and willfurnijh 9s with/eve- 

* ral important articles belonging to the chapter ofFrey- 
*jingutn+ 

u And, Laftly, Becaufe after three months more in- 
<c ftru&km, which I have to give them, they will both be 
u enabled to render us the moft important fervices. ,t * 

From this letter we may evidently infer, firft, that of 
all the young men who boarded with Weifhaupt during 
the firft year of his confpiracy not a fingle one efcaped 
his dark defigns: Secondly, that they were not only ini- 
tiated in the myfteries, but even in the moft profound 
myfteries, that, for inftance, in which he reveals himfelf 
to be the founder of his Illuminifm, which is pointed out, 
in the Code as the laft fecret, and only to be imparted to 
the moft confummatc adepts. f Thirdfy, that before he 
had initiated his boarders into all his fecrets, he ufed them 
as tools for the feduclion of other ftudents of the univerii- 
ty, whom he had hot been able to entice to his table.—- 
Fourthly, that at the very period when Weifhaupt reftores 
his pupils to their parents, their fedu&ion is complete; 
and that when thefe young men quit the univerfity, as 
having accomplifhed the ftudy of the laws of their coun- 
try, they depart for their natal foil imbued with the prin- 
ciples and initiated in all the means by which they are to 
overturn thofe very laws which they are fuppofed to have 
been ftudying, and annihilate all religion, fociety, and pro- 
perty. — Fifthly, the reader is not to forget the important 
articles which the young Hoheneicher promifes to fteal 
from the library of the Chapter of Freyfinguen, and with 
which he is to enrich the fecret library of the Seel. Such 
an a&ion could only be a confequence of Weifhaupt's 
grand principle of morality, that a ufeful theft could not be 
criminal^ or that thofe fame means which the wicked em- 
ploy for an evil end are juftifiable when employed for the 
attainment of a good end. It is the fame principle which 
begins by plundering the libraries of the ciergy, as the firft 

* Original Writings, Vol. t. Let. 1*, to CaU and Manvr. 
t See the Code, Vol. 3. Chap i*. oa the Grand -MyiUrie*, 
Page a8S. 
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ttep towards the plundering of their eftates ; which foodi 
tinder the pretence of general utftity and neceffity for the * 
fupport of the premeditated revolution, will invade the 
property of the Nobles and of the Rich, of the Merchant, 
the Hufbanaman, and the Mechanic, pillaging all, and 
blafting the molt diftant hope they may have conceived of" 
• preferving the fmalleft remnant of their (battered fortune 
from the general wreck. When the hHlorian fliall come 
to treat of thefe great revolutionary fpoliations, reverting 
to the prime fource, he will find himfelf in the midftof a 
Se& calling itfelf Uluminees, a fchool of methodized rob- 
bers thieving by principle, whente Wcifhaupt fends his 
apoftles of depredation, and brigand adepts; Soon we fhall 
behold them boafting of other Spoliations. The leflbns of 
the fecret cavern (hall fpread around, and the adept, anni- 
hilating all property as well as blafphcming all eovcrn- 
• tnent and all religion, (hall do homage to their matter pre- 
siding over his fecret fchool. 

The two new adepts, formed with fq much 6are to thfc 
arts of fedu&ion, at length received their mifiion, and the 
town of Freyfinguen, under the appellation of Thebes^ be- 
comes the fourth colony. About the lame time the adepts 
of the two Lodges at Munich (howed fo much zeal for 
the propagation of the myfteries, that Wcifliaupt after 
having calculated on their and his own fuccefs, did not he- 
fitate at writing to them, <c If you do but continue with 
cc the fame zeal, we (hall in a little time be matters of ouT 
a whole country* ;" that is to fay, of all Bavaria* 

The reader mull not, however, think that his views 
were circumit^bed to this Electorates he foon writes to 
his Areopagites, defiring them to make choice, from 
among the foreigners who were then at Munich^ of per* 
fons who might be inftrucled, initiated, andfent to found 
new colonies at Augjbourg^ RatiJbon> Sa/tzbvurg, Land± 
fi)itt, and in different parts of Frantonia.\ At the time 
he wrote thefe mltru&ions he had already fent his million* 
aries to the Tyrol and into ltaly.\ The part, or rather 
• the multiplicity of parts, which he acted at Ingolttadt tb 
enlure the fuccefs of his undertaking are as inconceivable 

* Or;£. Writ. Vol. r. Let. 16, Uth of November, 1778. 
Wennjiefo fortfahrm, ivicfeit ch/iger zeit/o grbb'rt in kurzet 
, *ttt unfer vat cr land uns. 

+ l&id. La. 39, % Ibid. Let. *6. 
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fts tney were real. He gives us a (mail /ketch of his afii-* 
Vity when he writes to Cato,propofing himfelfaS a model i 
** Do as I do, avoid large companies* But do not think 
u of remaining idle if yod with to acquire any influence 
K in this world. Wait a while ; the hour is coming, and 
u it will come foon, when you will have a great deal to do* 
Cl Remember Sejanus, who fo well a/Turned the £hara£tcf 
u of an idle man, and who tran(a£ted fo much bufineft 
* c without appearing to tranfact any; erat aulem Sejanut 
u ot i of o fimiliimus^nihil agendo mult a agens-"* never had 
a confpicator better laid down the precept or given the ex- 
ample than Weifhaupt. 

Apparently tranquil at Ingblftadt, WeifliaUpt had a 
far better cloak for his confpiracies than Sejanus's idle— 
nefs. A Teeming afliduity in his duty, a great fhow of 
fceal and erudition in his expounding of the laws, eafily 
mi fled people to believe that his whole time and talents ► 
were engrofled with the ftudy of them; arid) if We are to 
'credit his 0W11 account, Ingolftadt had never WitnefTcd a 
profeflbr fo well calculated to add new luftre to its yni- 
verfity. The public funclions of profeflbr of the laws, 
and the fecret arts of feducer in private, had not made him 
forget that he was alfothe founder of "Illuminifn, and that 
in this latter qdatity he had to fofma code of laws, which 
were at once to annihilate every other law, all religion, 
'and all property. At the time when he initiated his firft 
adepts, he was far from having perfected that code of ini- 
'quity; and perhaps in the ftriet (enk of the word Wei- 
ihiupt had deviated from the common rules of prudence, 
in giving way to fuch ardor for the propagation of the Or- 
tler, fenaing his apoftles and initiating his difciples before 
he had completed the code of laws which was to regulate 
their conduct.* But fuch an impetuofity cannot be conli- 
dered in this prototype of rebellion as a want offorefight, 
t>r as an excefs of confidence. He knew that years and 
Experience were neceiTary to perfect that gradual fyftem 
of initiations and of trials which his Novices were to un- 
dergo ; and artfully to prepare thofe impious and fophiftU 
seated difcourfes to be pronounced by his Hierophants; ia 
a word, to complete that concatenation of artifice which 
' Was to regulate the conduct of his Regents, Directors, and 
Areop agites. He could not endure the idea of facrificing 

* Let. t, to Cato, 
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fo many years to mere theoretic proje&s. He would, til 
his firft eflkys, make conquefts that werfe to enfure him 
ftill greater ones on a future day, which he had already 
calculated* He knew his own talents too well to enter- 
tain the leaft doubt of fuccefs ; he forefaw how far he could 
perfe& thofe fyftems which he had as yet only conceived, 
and he wifhed to have ready at hand a numerous clan of 
difciples difoofed to receive his new gofpel, and apoftles 
who fhould need onlv to be initiated in his laft myfteries^ 
tvhen his code, completed, was to be fent to the tenebrous 
recedes of his different colonies. 

Such were his views, and fuch the confidence he had in 
the tranfeendency of his own genius for wickednefs,wheti 
he wrote at different times to his firft adepts, cc Do not 
<c trouble yourfelf about future degrees. The day will 
€t come when you (hall view with aftoni/hment what I 
u have done on that fcore. In the mean time, be it your 
u care to enlifi men for me y prepare Anights for w, injlrucj 
c< them y difpofe them^ amufe them y and leave the reji to mt. 
<c The whole of your bufinefs confifts in adding to the 
<c lumbers. Allow yourfelves to be direfited, and obey 
c< for a year or two longer, and give me time to lay mi 
u foundations^for that is the eJJ'cntial point ; and nobody 
ct under/lands that part better than I do. If thefe foun- 
C( dations are once laid, you may then do what you pleafe; 
c< and though you Wire to fry, I would defy you to over- 
u throw my edifice"* 

This defperate method of proceeding muft have given 
rife to many difficulties; but Weifhaupt overcame them 
all. By provifional regulations and private inftructions 
he fupplicd the deficiency of this incomplete code, and he 
was equal to the tafk. The greatcft obftacles he met with 
came from thefe very Areopagitcs from whom he had ex* 
pe&ed the greateft fupport. v illains wilt difagree even 
in tbeir villainy; and, impatient of the laws of the ftate, 
they become impatient of the laws of their own leaders* 
Weifhaupt wifhed to take advantage of their views, but 
had no intention of imparting his to them ; he knew his 
own fuperiority in the black arts too well, he wilhed for 
agents and not uouniellors and co-legiflators. JealouficS 
and inteftine broils rofe to fuch a height, that any other 

* Extratfs from Let. 8, to Ajax % frora Letters to Cato % and 
to the Areopagitcs particularly from Let. 59, Vol. 1. 
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But Weifhaupt would have thought that his infant a/To* 
ciation mull have been crulhed in its very cradle ; but he 
found means of weathering the ftorm; now negotiating, 
then defpotically commanding; fuppliant like, he enters 
into agreements, and ends by dictating conditions; pray- 
ers, excufes, all are means with him to command fubmis- 
lion ; he even fhowed himfelf difpofed to facrifice all the 
fruits of his paft labors ; he threatened to abandon his re- 
bellious brethren to themfelves, and to undertake the di- 
rection of anew focietv more powerful and ftronger ftill, 
ill as much as he would render it more fubmiflive.* In 
the midft of all thefe broils, he alone continued and per- 
fected that code which would have required the talents of 
twenty Machiavels. Storms indeed appeared only to fti- 
mulate his ardor and activity; and he fays himfelf, when 
writing to his dear Cato^ tt I am once more at open war 
" with all our people ; that does no harm, it enlivens the 
u machine ; but if I undcrftand the part I have to aCt, I 
c< can neither praife nor wink at faults committed. Mean 
u while our affairs go on very well; and provided they 
* follow my direftions the general fyftem will have loft 
u nothing."f Night and day^ in the midft of thefe broils, 
as he fays, meditating, writings and combining^ all that 
could perfeCt, ftrerigthen, or propagate his Illuminifm ei- 
ther in the whole or part, he neverthelefs held his profefs- 
orfhip with applaud, he overlooked his fecret (chool, he 
formed new adepts, and from his fanCtuary watched and 
overlooked his miffionaries in their provinces and new co- 
lonies. By means of the §>uibus Licet* s he would defcend 
into the minuteft particulars of their conduCt, direCt them 
in their undertakings, point out to them what might be 
done, and reprimand them for what they had not done to 
promote his views. Voltaire's correfpondence under this 
head is immenfe; but it is not to be compared to Wei- 
Ihaupt's; not a letter of all thofe feized by the arm of the 
law but bears the ftainp of the comfummate confpirator; 
not a letter that does not allude to the myfteries or to fome 
new artifice; that does not point out the candidates to be 
enticed, the adepts to be advanced, animated, repreffed, or 
reprimanded ; in fhort, the enemies who are to be guard- 
ed againft and the proteCtors to be courted. His apoftles 

• Vol. i, Let. %; 9 %i, fe; Vol. a, Let. u, if, ait fccicc. 
t Vol. », Let. 19. 
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are on the fpot in their different miflions, while he, front 
his head-quarters, appears to be better acquainted witli 
thofe who iur rounded them than they are themfelves. Hq 
goes (o far as to inform them of the rank, political .or cl r 
vil ftation, and even of the private character 9 of thofe 
whom they are to recruit ; he gives them the means, men-t 
tions the peiibns who are to fecond them, and what com-, 
panics they ought to frequent, in order to fucceed in their 
undertakings i*in fine, he animates, threatens, and repri-.' 
mands his adepts, juft as if they wereftill boarding wid\ 
him, though perhaps at many hundred miles diftance.— 
' Scarcely have they made anv new conqueft when he dU 
reels them in the fame manner, and at once governs ths 
main fpring and every fubfervient power throughout thq 
whole Order. His correfpondence will mow him on the 
fame day writing of the laws neceflary for the further 
^ cftablifftmcnt of his Order, of treaties to be made, of plari$ 
of corrjmerce, and of the moft impious commerce, to en-» 
rich his jiluminifm t At length, with all the hypocrify of 
a man who affumes the character of an idler, or at leaft of 
pne only fulfilling that which his public duty exacts frpnj 
him, he aims at the fupremacy over every confplrihg Sc£t f 
'He gets hfmfelf received at ree-mafon, he dives into thq 
fecrets of the occult lodges of the Roficruqiaijs, and blend? 
their confpiring arts with his own.* He next forms aji 
alliance, and from the bottom of Bavaria correfponds with 
thofe federations which' the free-mafons of Poland werp 
preparing; and left any of thefe revolutionary arts mould 
be loft, he makes large collections, which might be called 
the grand arfenal for the feduction of nations 5 and thefe 
are to become the foundations of fecret libraries for thp 
ufe of the adepts. He never lofrs light of tho(c profits 
which accrue from the fecret prcfles, which were perpe- 
tually difgorging poifon into the minds of the people.— »■ 
For the fui thcr rcplenifhment of his coffers, he fets all 
the talents of his adepts to work; fume ate to contribute 
pamphlets, profe or vcrfe, or journal*, while others are to 
collect all the impious doctrines and calumnies of anti-» 
quity, or to compofe libels on fubjects which he gives 
them i and, for his own part, he undertakes to burlefque 
jhe Prophets and the Lamentations, and to convert thq 
hiftory of the church into a romance replete with cahim* 

# Let. 6, to sfjaxt and Let. 36, to Catf • 
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ny.* The facred writings mention a Devil that was na? 
pied Legion^ from the innumerable evils he brought upon 
mankind; were we to confider the fatal aftivity of Wei- 
(haupt in every impious and rebellious art, vpe fhould be 
tempted to believe that he had been poflefled by this evil 
fpirit, and that it was to that devil he owed all his fucctfs. 
As yet the very exiftence of (he Order had not been 
fufpe&ed at Ingolftadt, though there were already in Ba- 
varia alone, five Lodges at Munich ; other Lodges and 
Colonies at Freyfinguen, at Lanfberg, at Burghaufen, and 
at Straubing. Wejfliaupt was on the eve of founding 
others at Ratifbon and Vienna; many had been eftablifti- 
ed in Suabia, Franconia, and Tyrol. His apoftles were 
working at the fame time in Holland and at Milan. His 
illuminifm had not been founded three years, when he 
writes to CaU that h6 has more than a thoufand adept s.f 
He was much indebted to his own zeal and a&ivity for 
fuch a rapid progrefs. I cannot flatter the hiftorian with 
the hopes of an accurate account of the whole Legion; 
but I can fatisfy his curiofity, I think, with refpeft to thofe 
who the raoft actively feconded Weilhaupt, and who af- 
ter their founder appear the moft conspicuous on the re* 
cords of the §e&, 



* Vol. I, Let. 6, to djaxtto Cato, 3<,&c. Tp Pbilip-Stroz* 
«/, Let. a, & paflim, Vol. a, Let. aa, et paffim. 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. i, fee Let. 15, to Cato, 13th Abenrach, 
Jut,tbatU to lay, 13th Nov. 1778. " 
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CHAP. II. 



Of the principal Adepts during tht firft Epoch of Ufa- 
minifm. 

Cito-Xi- Y^\^ *^ ls k§' on °f Confpirators, which, as early as the 
vcrtus V^/ th' 1 ^ y ear °f Muminifm, Wtilhaupt computes at 
Zwack. more than a tboufand,* Xaverius Zwack is certain- 
ly the moft confpicuous among the adepts. He is Ailed 
the itvcomf arable ; and the greater part of the letters print- 
ed in the Original JVrrthigs are written to him, particu- 
larly thofe which comprehend the cleared account of the 
myfteries; in ffiort, his favor was fuch, that the founder 
of the Scdl apoftrophifes him faying, u Now you are in a 
%i poft where nobody can be above you but yourfelf ; you 
u are exalted above all the Brethren; an immenfe held 
" opens itfdf for you to exert your power and your influ- 
4< ence, fhould we.fuceeed ki propagating our fyftem$."f 
Such a diftindiion and fuch favor naturally fiippofe great 
merit. Happily, an incontrovertible monument exifts 
which will diredt the Hiftorian in his judgment, and ren- 
der unneceflary any further refearch. It is to be found at 
the end of thefirft Voftimeofthe Original Writings, under 
the title of Tablets reletting to Dana us, written by Ajax, 
3 iy? December, 1 7 76. Danaus is the firft charaderiftic 
name that was given to Zwack when only a candidate, 
The fadfc is evident, as in the firft column of the Tablets 
we find the brother Danaus defcribed by his own name : 
yfjaxy that is, Maflenhaufen, a£ls the part of Scrutator, 
— Should this ftatement not be very flattering, we may 
at lea ft conclude that the failings and vices of the adept 
are not exaggerated, fince the Scrutator declares that it 
is by the extreme intimacy and friendship in which he !iv- 
ed with the Candidate that he has been enabled to make 
this conqueft, and terminates the tablet by ftatiug the 
Candidate to be one of thofe Sages who has all the ne- 
celfary qualifications to be admitted into the Order.— 

# Original Writings, Let. 35, tp Cat*. 
f Ibid. Vol. i, Let. 37. 
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Thefe tablets are alfo a lafting monument of the rapid 

{rogrefs Weifhaupt had made, even in thofe early days of 
lluminifm, in the fcrutinizing artsj nor will they prove 
an unfaithful ftandard by which the Hiftorian may judge 
of the merits of thofe confpirators, whom the founder fe- 
lecls as worthy of his moft intimate correfpondence. Let 
us begin by fuppreffing that difguft which naturally drives 
the honeft heart from dwelling on fuch defpicable en- 
gines of rebellion, remarkable only for their vices, and 
proceed from thefe tablets to depidi the features which 
are in future to ft and as the model for all thofe who are 
to recruit Candidates for the Sett. Let nations and the 
people at large learn what a miferablc banditti of thieves 
and libertines pretend to regenerate them, and how bafe- 
ly they arc duped by them who ftirred up the Revolu- 
tion. 

The Tablets, whence Weifhaupt is to learn the me- D e f cr jf, e <| 
rits and demerits of the future Cato of his Order, are di- ln { ^ t u ^ 
vided into feventeen columns, each relating to a different lets of his 
head. The name, the age, the civil dignity, the defcrip- Infiauator. 
tion of his perfon, the civil and moral clwa&er of the 
candidate, are all treated of Separately. Th^n follow the 
ftudies he is addicted to, the ferviccs the Order may ex- 
pect from him, the progrefs he has piade, the degrees con^ 
ferred on him, the fecret manuicripts or books left to him, 
the contributions he has paid j his friends, his protectors, 
his enemies, and the perfons with whom he correiponds, 
are each feparately treated of. 

Under thefe columns is to be found a fecond table alfo 
fubdivided, and containing obfervations on the family, and 
particularly of the father and mother of the candidate, 
made by the fame Scrutator. Combining thefe two ta- .*• 
bles we find, u That Francis Xaverius Zwack was fon ° unin ' 
" of Philip Zwack, commiflary of the Chamber des Cowp- 
41 Us, and was born at Ratifbon: That at the time of ins 
" initiation (29th May, 1776) he was twenty years of 
w age, and had finifhed his college education." 

" The defcription of his peifon. He was then about IT. 
u five feet high. His perfon emaciated by debauchery ; his Column. 
" constitution bordering on melancholy;* his eyes of a 
u dirty grey, zueai and tang uijhing> — his complexion pule 

# Dsr ganze baa feines durch debauche mager gewordenea 
Lbrper incliniert duo zum mclancoltfchen temperament. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



3* 



Antisocial conspiracy; 



IV. 

Cblamn. 



** and fallow \— his health weak, and much hurt by fre- 
** queat diforders; — his nofe long, crooked, and hooked. 
a — Hair light brown; — gait precipitate;— -his eyes al- 
f * ways caft towards the gr6undi~under the nofe and on 

* each fide of the mouth a mole. 

Ijj ** 7£* moral zharaiter, religion, conftienct. His heart 

Column. a tender, and moft extraordinarily philanthropic, but ftoic 

tt when in a melancholy mood; otherwife a true friend, 

* circumfped,referved,^frrwi^^y>icr^,— often fpeaking 
^ advantageoufly of himfelf,— envious of other people's 
** perfections— voluptuous, endeavoring to improve him- 

* felf-^ — little calculated for numerous afl'emblies— -choleric 
k and violent, but eafily appeafed— willingly giving his 
" private opinions, when one has the precaution to praife 
cc him, though contradicting him — a lover of novelties— 
<c on religion and conscience widely differing from the re* 
a ceived ideas ; and thinking pre rifely as he ought, to be- 
u come a good member of the Order. 

" His favorite fluaies, and the fer vices he can render 
<c to the Order : Moft particularly addi&cd to philofophy 
tt — having fome knowledge of the laws— fpeaking French 
« and Italian very correfily — at prefertt attempting to get 
cc hirafelf placed in the roreign department—* perfeft 
" majler in the arts of dijfmulation; a proper perfon t* 
gi be received into the Order, as applying himfelf particu- 
<c larly to the ftudy of the human heart.'* 

Friends, correspondence, company. — Here die Infinua- 
tor names five or fix perfons, friends to the candidate.-* 
Among them we find a certain Sauer and a Berger, both 
of whom foon after appear on the regifters of the Seel. 

Thefe three columns contain the name of Ajax as In- 
finuator — The day when the candidate was inlinuated— 
and when received. 

u Of the means of gaining and leading the Candidate^ 
" and whether he is acquainted with any other fee ret fo- 
u cieties. — Here it appears that Zwaclc was already cort- 
" nested with other fecret focieties, which made the con- 
€< queft rather more difficult. — 7 he intimacy of our friend- 
u Jhip, (lays the Iniinuator) and particularly thecare which 
4 * I took to aflume a myfterious tone and appearance, lev- 
" elled many difficulties. — At prefent he expreffes a great 
4i ardor and zeal for the Order. 
X. a Predominant pajfions — Pride, love of glory, probity, 

Column. "ey'iJyprci/ofod — an extraordinary propeniity for mys- 



Column, 
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u teries— -* perpetual cuftom of [peaking ofhimfelf mni 
44 of his own perfections." 

In the eleventh column we are informed, that the can- XL 
didate had received zpenfum to fill up* or a difcourfe to C ol umn, 
make, and that it was to be finifhed on the 29th April* 

The twelfth mentions the fortune and revenue of the XII. 
candidate; but the Editor has left the figures in blank. Column* 

The two next (how, that the day on which Z wack en- XIIL 
gaged to pay his contribution for 1777 was the 29th of XIV. 
May, but for 1778 was the xft of April. That on the Co 1 "-** 
19th July 1776, he fent a Dutch Ducat, and fome time 
after two boots on Chymiftry. 

The column in which the Infinuator notes the progrefe ^V. 
of his t candidate (hows, that the fecret books which had Column* 
been given hitn to read were thole numbered i, 2, 4, and 
t) — the orders which he had received are only numbered, 
as alfo the leave given to recruit other Brethren. As this 
column is made ufe of to note the fucceffive progrefs of 
the candidate, the Brother Infinuator at length arrives at 
that period when Zwack has received all the information 
neceflary to his admiffion into the Order. He then de- 
clares, that it is time to impart more eiTential fecrets to 
him and to promote him to higher degrees. 

The ftxteenth column enumerates his enemies, and the XVT. 
reafon of their enmities. In the laft we find the names of XVII. 
his friends and protectors* Columo* 

I fhould not have infixed fo much on thefe Tablets, 
had I not thought it neceflary to give one fpecimen at 
leaft of thefe inquifitorial inttruments, in which lilumi-- 
nifm grounds the choice of its adepts, and the future fuc- 
ctfs of its. conspiracies.* 

* Many readers may be cuiioas to know what is contained 
ifi the fecond table, iubjoined to that which defcribes rhe can- 
didate. It is in ten columns, comprehending the names and 
rank of Zwack's relations, an account of their children, their 
fortune, their alliances, friends, and enemies; the company 
they keep, particularly the education thevhave received, and 
their moral character, which Is called their jfrwg or their nveaA 
fide. The Editor has thought proper to omit tome aruc.es in 
this table — The two which appear to be the mofl perfect are 
on the fircng and nueak fide of Zwack's parents, who, accord- 
ing to the Infinuator, have received an antiquatcJ education not 
noortbrnuch. The father is defcribed as " jealous ot his honor, 
u honeil, zealous in tbe discharge of his duty— -apparently 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



$8 antisocial conspiracy; 

When we reflect on the leading features of thefe ta- 
blets, what idea are we to form of Zwack's chara&er? 
Inordinate debauchery, extreme fatuity, jealoufy, diffimu- 
Jation, and a fullen melancholy. — Such features are more 
than fufficient to banifh him from all good company.— 
He alfo thinks on matters relating to religion andconfci^ 
tnce as the adepts do; or, in other words, is a downright 
Atheift. With an mfatiable third after novelties^ he has 
all that admiration for fecrecy which the revolutionift can 
defirc. He, moreover, profeiies univerfal philanthropy for 
all mankind, that he may the better fucceed in his plots 
againft every focial law; and this could fuffice to oblite- 
rate all other failings in Xaverius Zwack, and conftitute 
him the favorite adept. 

Meanwhile the leflbns of the Infmuator, togethej with 
that black melancholy which reigned in his heart, had 
nearly deprived Illuminifm of the important affiftance of 
this beloved adept. To defpife death was one of the im- 
portant leflbns that we have (cew given to the novices; 
and to die by their own hands rather than difclofe the fe- 
crets of their teachers, was particularly inftilled into them. 
Weilhaupt had conceived this maxim in two words, Pa- 
tet Exitus (the exit is free) or dejiroy himfelf zvbo wtil y 
particularly if he finds himfelf unhappy in this life. It is 
a part of that convenient maxim afterwards decreed by 
the Jacobins, That death was only an eternal fleep. Full 
of this principle, and weary of his exiftence, our new 
candidate had perfuaded himfelf, that (hould he die by his 
own hand he would die the death of a fagc. He compos- 
ed his work, entitled, Thoughts on Suicide. They are the 

u harfh to his inferiors ■ but really loving them td excefs — 
" fpeakmg to every body with a tone of authority and in a pe- 
"* dantic ftyle — Jo his habits and fpeech impoliticly frank— ie- 
** crct, and 1 paring even to the want of neceflaries when he can 
•* ferve his Prince, zealoufly ferving him without diftmcUon of 
" pcrfons, to the rifk even of lofing all his employments — 
44 feeling, humane, myrterious, officious, and proud of his ex- 
" perienct— carefully attentive to the whole of his affairs." 
Astothemother, " Jhe is a good koufi keeper — abf orbed in her 

" dear child Xaverius Ziuack, and lo foitli." Many other 

things ^ave been lupprdlcd in this latter table- But there flill 
remains more than fu/Hcient to give all relations of Illuminees 
an idea of the methods ufed by the fcrutinizing Brethren to 
pry into their molt fecret conduct, and to defcribc their ruoft 
private mtercfts to the Order. 
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fcntiments of an Atheift worn out with debauchery, and 
almoft mad with impiaty.* He made his will, and wrote 
the following letter to Brother Ajax. 

a Munich, the 30th Oft. 1777. — Friend, I am on my 
a departure. It is the beft ftep 1 can take, Fare thee well; 
<c doubt not of my probity, and let it not be doubted of by 
a others. Confirm the Sages in the judgment they are 
** going to form on my death, andlook oh thofe who blame 
4C it with pity. Be thou an honeft man* think fometimes 
** on me, and do not let me be forgotten by the fmall num- 
a ber of our friends. Beware of pitying me. 

Z\VACK." 

In a poftfeript he bequeaths a ring as a keepfake tm 
Brother Ajax, and begs him to forward a fecond letter to 
the whole brotherhood of llluminifm; it is as follows: 

" And you alfo, Brethren, I falute you for the lait time j 
a I thank you for your good intentions towards me. I dc- 
** clare to you, that I was worthy of them — I declare it 
c< upon my honor, which is my only worth, and which 
" alone I held j acred. Let my afhes be honored by your 
u remembrance; bltfs them y while fuperjlition Jhall curft 
**< me. Enlighten yourfelves mutually, labor to render 
c< mankind happy, eileem virtue and reward it; punifli 
u crime, and behold with pity the failings of human na- 
u ture. On the brink of his grave, descending into- it de* 
w liberately, and making choice of death through convic- 
u tion, through demonfi x ration^ choo/ing it/or his bappi- 
" nefs\ it is thus that he makes his adieu, who ever re- 
" mains your friend and Brother, f 

ZWACK." 

llluminifm muft have loft its favorite adept, had he 
proved as conftant in hjs resolution us he was fcrious 
when he took it. No reafon is given why he condc(cend~ 
ed to live; but in like manner as Weilbaupt has found 
a proteftor in the perfon of tbe JDu.ke.of Saxe-Gotha, fo 
has he been created a Privy Counfellor to the Prince pf 
Salm-Kirbourg, and is his ordinary agent at the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzlar. At this prelcnt moment he is de- 
puty for the Houfe of Salm-Kirbourg at Raftadt, at the 
General Congrefs of the Germanic Empire, treating of 
peace with the triumphant Uluminees of the French Re* 
public. He is accompanied by a Sieur Ambmann, a citizen 



* See Original Wiicings, VoL 1. Ss<3. %o. f Ibid. 
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of Darmftadr,andanlllumineelikerumfelf. Hiftory,I ftrp- 
jjofc, will at fome future time explain how he contrived to 
combine the interests of the Sec\ with thole of the Pow- 
ers which he had fworn to annihilate. But let us return 
to Zwack at a time when lie little expected to be carried 
by the Brethren to that exalted ftation where he was to 
decide on the fate of Sovereigns. 

His Thoughts on Suicide^ however, were not loft on 
his fifter-in-lawj for {he really fought death, and, throw- 
ing herfelf from the top of a tower, dallied her brains 
out.* But he, who had chofen to live, took umbrage at 
the great length of his noviciate, and at the many trials 
zfjax made him undergo. He writes dire£Hy to Wei- 
lhaupt, who, taking him under his direction, begins by 
telling him that Jjax had impofed upon him bv not for- 
warding the letter he had written to the brethren; but 
fince he hat impofed upon yott> fays the inftru&or, trick 
him in your turn; and the following was the method a- 
dopted on Weiihaupt's propofal. Zwack is eftabli(hed 
Infpe&or over hi$ own Infmuatorjf and he then gave 
the moft evident proofs that his character had been well 
drawn) when it was faid that he was a perfeel majier of 
the arts of dijfimu lotion ; for although he now became the 
confident and bofom friend of Spartacus y and. was con- 
fequently initiated in all the myfteries of the Seft, he ne- 
verthelefs continued to adl the part of a Novice with his 
Infinuator. He was not only it that time a member of 
the College of Areopagites, but alfo the fuperior of it, 
and in a perpetual and direct correfpondence with Wei- 
ftaupt. He a#ed his part fo well, that Ajax^ ftilj confid- 
ering him as his fcholar, thought to do him a great fa- 
vor in fho wing him a few of Weilhaupts's letters; but 
they had already pafled through the fcholars' hands, as did 
every writing coming from Spartacus to Jjax. 

This part which Zwack acled, of infpeciing him who 
thought himfelf his infpeclor, explains that apparent con- 
tradiction between the tablets written by Jjax and the 
lift of the firft adepts, which is to be fecn in die Original 
Writings. J In the former Jjax looks upon Xaverius 
JZwack as a mere candidate till the 29th May, 1778, and 
in the latter he is ftyled an Areopagite on the 22d Feb, 

♦ Ibid 10 the Note. 
f Let. 1, to Philip. SuozzL % Vol I. Seel. IV; 
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7778, under the chara&eriftic otCato; and a few months 
alter he appears to be the next in command after the Spar* 
tacus of the Order.* Never was an Infinuator better un T 
dermined by his novice. 

The different names under which this adept appears 
jn the Original Writings has been a matter of fome dif- 
ficulty to many readers; but on paying attention to that 
_ predilection, always increaiing, which Weifliaupthad con- 
ceived for this adept, the difficulty vanifhes. At firft 
Zwack had received the infignificant name of Danausy 
but no fooner was Spar tacus made acquainted with his 
hatred for kings, than he furnames him Philip Stroz%i % 
after that famous Florentine Confpirator* who, having 
mijrthcred Alexander de Mcdicis, was afterwards taken 
jn open rebellion againft his fovercign, and plunged a 
.dagger into his own breaft, reciting that verfe dictated by 
all the fury of vengeance: 

E&oriare aliquis noftrii ex offibus ultor. 

The fuicide, though it did not take place, was equally 
meritorious in Weifhaupt's eyes; and hence Zwack is 
created the Cato of Uluminifm. It is under that name 
that he become^ the principal agent and beloved diiciple 
of the foijnder at Munich; and their mutual fympathy in 
wickedn jfc has perpetuated their intimacy. 

Though he had not all the genius of Weifliaupt him- 
felf, he was as much prone to the commiflion of crime- 
Scarcely had he entered the Order when, for his firft es- 
fay, he declares himfelf a downright Atheiftjf he, at the 
fame time, makes known his hatred for kings, and his ad- 
miration of the people in rebellion againft their pretended 
tyrants. J We may obferve fome of the firft adepts afto- 
nifhei at the immenfity of the crimes and difafters which 
Weifhaupt was preparing for the uni verfe; and it re- 
quires fome management to prepare them for fuch horrid 
plots. But his Cato is always ready for everv thing. The 
incomparable Cato was arrived at the height of bis my$~ 

F 

* Letter 47, to Philip Stwzi. 

t See his Difcourfe on Societies, Original Writing!, Vol. I, 
5ecl. XXri. 

£ See his Thoughts on Suicide. 
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tines, and Weifhaupt had but to enroll his code ofinl* 
quity, for his fcholar could only be furpafled by the crimi- 
nality of invention* 

This fympathy for impfcty and wickednefe, however, 
could not fuffice for Weifhaupt's policy. His views re- 
quired a fenate of Confpirators; but a fenate of agents, 
and not of equals. The better to be obeyed by the Areo- 
pagites, he commands them to meet at a diftance from 
him; for he well underftood the nature of fecret focieties, 
.and knew that his orders would be the better obeyed the 
more he enveloped himfelf in myftery, and hid hjmfelf from 
public view. I^in fpke of his inviiibility y jealoufy fhould 
arife on the part of the Areopagites, he will have an a- 
gent at their head,, that Cato, who holds the exalted fta- 
tion of president from him, and is therefore moil intereft- 
cd to fupport the authority of the founder, his protector. 
And it is to preferve this prefident in his inrcrefts that we 
fee Weifhaupt ufing every artifice, and even fupplica- 
tion; " /upper t me then" he fays; " do difpofe things lb,- 
tc and prepare their minds, that my difpoiitions may be 
" received."* 

Weifhaupt had no reafon to regret his choice ; for dur- 
ing all thofe inteftine broils which arofebetween him and 
his Areopagites on account of his defpotifm, Zwack ar- 
ways took the part of his benefactor, was the oacificator, 
and, ftimulating their zeal for his plots and conspiracies, 
brought them back to that refpect due to the Spartacus 
of the Order. It is to him alfo that Illuminifm is indebt- 
. ed for the progrefs it made in Munich. Cato was fo zea- 
' Jous a Recruiter, that Weifhaupt was obliged feveral 
times to reprefs his ardor. He wanted his atfiftance frr 
the digefting of his code, and for the government of the 
Order. In fhort, the refult of their correfpondence proves, 
that no Areopagite either entered fo completely into his 
views,or fojuftly defer ved his confidence as Ctf/0- Zwack. f 
And it may be faid with truth, that no confpirator ever 
acled the part of a zealous fervant of his prince with fo 
much fuccefs as this man. In the midft of his plots of Il- 
luminifm, Xaverius Zwack found means of getting him- 
felf named Counfellor to the Courts and Counfeller to the 
Regency ^ with a j alary of twenty thoufand florins. Weu 

# Original Writings, Vol. I. particulatly Letter 55. 
t See the Original Writings, Letters to Cato* 
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ftaupt, overjoyed at his promotion, compliments him, 
faying» tt Accept my felicitations on. the new appoint- 
cc ment. I could wifh that all my Areopagites were privy 
a counfe/lors with falariesof twenty thoufand florins ; but 
u I could alfo more ardently wife, that their employments 
<* required but little time and labor, as they could then 
u apply more clofely to the grand object."* The very 
letter in which Weifhaupt compliments his president is 
one of thofe to his Areopagites in which he enters into 
the particulars, and boafts of the progrefs of his confpi- 
racy. * 

The fecond of thefe Areopagites was a prieft of the IT. 
name of Hertel, furnamed Mfirius by the Illuminees. Mar tut 
It is of this perfon that Weifhaupt writes to Cato-Z waclc, £ r . !, ?f 
" Our Marias is fuperlatively referved. On moft occa- 5cimI- 
u fions he advances with the greateft circumfpe^fion; and 
u with refpeft to religious matters let us flatter his weak- 
€i fiefs. Hisftomach is notjlrong enough as yet to digeji 
u the tougher morfe/s. On all other fubje&s you may re- 
€i \y on him. Do not give him too much work until he 
u has acquired the habit of bufinefs, and taken a liking 
K to the affair. If he be once brought in properly, he can 
€i render the greateft fervice$."f 

Notwithftanding all his circumfpeclion, Hertel foon fuf- 
fered himfelf to be carried away into all the dangers of fe- 
cret focieties, and fell a prey to their machinations. Since 
he had fome confcience left, Weifhaupt thought that he 
could not turn it to a better account than by making him 
treafurer to the Order, that he might by his economy and 
honefty repair the numerous breaches that had been made 
in its funds by the thefts of jijax. The illuminized Ma- 
rius acquitted himfelf of his office much to the fatisfac- 
tion of the founder. In recompence for his fervices, the 
brethren get him nominated canonicate at Munich; and 
he was fo much amufed with this intrigue, that he wifh- 
es to divert Cato with a recital of it, but does not dare 
commit it to paper.J At the period when he came to 
take poffeflion of his canonicate, all thofe circumfpec? ideas 
of religion had vanifhed. He deicribes himfelf as going 
from the altar to the dens of llluminifm, as publicly in- 

* Ibid. Vol. HI. Letter*. 

t Ibid. Vol. I. Letter 7, to CaU % 17th March 1778. 

X Ibid. Letter from Marius to Cato, 3d Nov. 17*3. 
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vefting himfelf with an ecclefiaftical benefice, while fit 
fecret he extols the great fcrvices he has rendered to the 
brood confpiring againft thejehurch ; but thefe alfo are 
ftrvicesy he fays, too important to be committed to paper.* 
They are fcrvices, however, which, 1 am fure, no reader 
can miftake, when he fees him partaking with Zwack of 
Weifhaupt's intimacy. In the correfpondence of the lat- 
ter there arc a multitude of letters to be found directed 
in common to Zwack and Hertel; there are alfo many 
inftruftions, bothabfolute and provifional, directed to the 
Areopagites; and in thefc, it is no longer the confeienti^ 
ous but the apoftate Hertel, who, after Zwack is to co 
cupy the next place, and act the principal part.f It is 
this unfortunate prieft who appears to have been more 
particularly charged with the care or ftealing or buying 
for the ufc of the fecret libraries all thofe miferable pro- 
ductions which might form an arfenal of impiety and re- 
bellion for the corruption of all morals. J In fhort, it is 
he whom Spariacns fele&s from among the brethren as 
the mofr proper confidant when premeditating that horrid 
infanticide mentioned at the beginning of the Third Vo- 
lume of thefe Memoirs; and he behaves himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to deferve the thanks of the inceftuous pa- 
rent. § 
JJT. w e fi n j a ft;]! ftronger proof of what horrid monftcrs 

B de'r were ^ eate( ^ m tn ' s f enate °f rebellion in the perfon ofCeU 
y«j-BAADER. Even before he is admitted into this affo^ 
ciation, we fee him offering the depraved fecrets of his 
art to murder the innocent offspring of inceftuous pa- 
rents ; for he is that Celfus who had promifed Weifhaupt 
two years before to ufe all the powers of his art to pre- 
ferve his honor for him at the expenfe of the moft horrid 
of crimes. Without doubt it is in return for thefe offers 
of his fer vices, that Weifhaupt is fo eager to number him 
among ihc adepts, and to grant him thofe difpenfations of 
which he fpeaks when writing to Zwack : " If I could 
u but fuccecd in enrolling the Phyfician Baader, tell me 
€l beforehand what dispensations and privileges we could 

* Letter from Mariut to Cato 9 3d Nov. 1783. 

+ Ibid. Vol. t. Sect. IX. fee the Inflruclions for Cato, Ma- 
rt us, and Scifio. 

1 Ibid. Vcl.l. Letter 46, and Vol. II. Letter 3, &c. 

§ Ibid. Vol. II. Letter 3 and 4. 
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to grant him among the Areopagites; for unlefs fomcdis- 
* penfations were granted to him, we could not employ 
* c him Co a&ivcly as I could wi(h."* This letter was foon 
followed by a (ccond, in which he expreffes in (till clear- 
er terms the high value he places on this conqueft, and 
describes the intrigues played off to enfure iuccefs. — * 
" In order (he writes to his Athenians) to carry my plan 
u into execution in Athens (Munich) I (land in need of 
K two men — The one a Nobleman, the other a Phyjiciam 
" Cato y i unremitting zeal will foon acquire the means, and 
<c he will foon make a conqueft of what is wanting to us* 
41 The Count S . . . . (Saviolt, whom Cato had juft in- 
" finuated) (hall affume the charaiteriftic of Brutus 9 znd 
<c he is one of the nioft important conquefts we could have 
" made in Athens. The following (hall be your method 
" of proceeding with him. Let Cato continue to zSt 
u with him as ufual, and particularly attend to his fecre- 
u cy. After that, let him read our reformed ftatutes to 
tt the new candidate, and queftion him whether he thinks 
u them ufeful and proper. Should Brutus anfwer in the 
u affirmative, Cato will afic the Count whether he is ready 
u to fecond us in our labors ; he will then tell him, that in 
u couflderation of the important fervices he has it in his 
" power to render to the Order, by permitting us to make 
" ufe of his name, we (hall be much lefs fevere with re - 
c< gard to him, in the ufual trials, and that he (hall be 
" immediately initiated into the higher myfteries. But 
a as a preliminary ftep he will be required either to de- 
u liver Baader over to us, or fomc other perfon. That 
c< we are very well apprized that he is not to be overloaded^ 
a with work, and that it is on that account he is difpenfed 
c< from- the ufual taflcs prefcribed by our ftatutes; that he 
** will comply with them only as far as he pleafes ; and 
u that we have made a particular choice of him to help us 
tt in the Government of the Order. Should he deliver 
*' Baader over tous,he(hould alfo be entitled to the fame 
" difpenfation6, which are to be granted to no other per- 
<c fon in Athens* You will read the Degree of Alt nerval 
u to the Count with every thing that precedes ; if he (hows 
" a liking and zeal for the cauie, you will alfo read the 
u Degree of Illumine e\ and when you (ball have acquired 
tt eviuent proofs of his zeA^ and that he ihall have made 

• Ibid. Vol. I. Let- 29, of the 3*th Dec. 177*- 
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cc common caufc with us by recruiting for us, you may 
" let him into the whole fecret.— Hold a fimilar conduct 
" with Baader."* 

Whether the Brethren at Munich had already adopted 
this mode of a&ing, or whether they had followed fomc 
other of a fimilar nature, is not known j but in a very 
(hort time after we find Weifliaupt's views on Baader ac- 
complished; for on the 13th of December 1778, only 
three days after the foregoing letter, we find him infcribed 
on the lift of Areopagites. Ever after we find his name 
mentioned in the correfpondence as one of the moft active 
adepts, and as one of thofe who had the moft deeply imbi- 
bed the horrid myfteries.f 

Another reafon which made Weifhaupt more eager 
for this conqueft, was, that Baader read public lectures 
on medicine at Munich, and therefore had an opportuni- 
ty of feducing his young pupils, after the example of his 
mailer, who had {o efficacioufly and fatally made ufe of 
his influence to feduce the young ftudents of the law at 
the Univerlity of Ingolftadt. 
IV. A fimilar reafon had made him ardently wifh to initi- 

Scipio- ate Berger who alfo read public lectures at Munich, 
Berger. though I do not find on what fcience. His charadterilric 
is ScipiOy and he was infcribed on the lift of Areopagites 
on the 28th July 1778. A Freemafon before he became 
an Illuminee, he wasfome time before he could overcome 
his predilection for his former lodges, in fo much even 
that he afked for his difmifTal. Spartacus was furious at 
fuch a preference. Without fhowing his defire of retain- 
ing the difcontented Brother, and not having him fuifi- 
cieutly in his power to make ufe of threats, he commands 
Zwack to declare to the Candidate in the name of the 
Order, that he was at full liberty to follow his predilec- 
tion; but the fame letter contains all that is to be hinted 
underhand to the difcontented adept, all that was to be 
thrown out on the pre-eminence and advantages of Illu- 
minifm over Mafonry. The Profeflbr Berger was fo per- 
fectly convinced of this pre-eminence, that Weifhaupt, f 
give him the preference over all the other Areopagites % 
only required of him a little more activity +% 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Let 53, nth Dec. 1778. 
f Vol. II. Let. 1 j, from Spartacus to Ce'fus. 
X Vol. I. Let. 46 and 58. t 
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The want of a&ivity was not a fault with which IHu- V. 
minifm could ever upbraid its adept Coriolanus. He was ^frioianuf 
a merchant of the name of Troponero retired from r0 '° P ° D " 
Hamburgh to Munich. At the time of his initiation he 
did not employ his talents in that line which Weifhaupt 
judged to be fo ufeful for the propagation of his hireling 
doctrines. Zwaclc bethought himfelf of letting up this 
Xroponero for a public lecturer on finance, and made 
the propofition to Spartacus, who immediately anfwered, 
" It is a very good plan both for him and for us, to makt 
u Coriolanus read leftures on finance \ only, do you fpare 
u no pains to get him fcholars. // is a fine occajionfor re- 
li cruiting young men\ nor would it be a bad plan if you 
H became one of his pupils yourfcif, in order to entice 
w others."* It does not appear whether Zwack relifhed 
defcending from the bench of the Areopagites to attend 
the fchools of the new lecturer; but certain it is that the 
Archives of Illuminifm bear tettimony of the great fervi- 
ces rendered by this Coriolanus \ and Weifhaupt frequent- 
ly extols his merits. He was particularly ufeful at all the 
receptions, afluming that air of ceremonious gravity fo be- 
coming in the Grand Mailer of a Lodge; and fo well 
did he impofe on the young adepts, that they had not the 
leaft fufpicion of the Occult Myfteries of the Roficrucians, 
much lefs of thofe of Illuminifm, 

About the fame time we meet with the names of the „ 1'/ 
two firft Illuminized Noblemen whom Wei/haupt had the^Baron 
initiated into his taft myfteries — the one Hanibal^ the Ba- BafTus. 
ron Bassus ; the other Diomedcs, the Marquis of Con- VIII. 
itanza. Illuminized Barons and MarquifTes, certainly, Q'°'!!^ es * 
are a fort of phenomena not eafity to be conceived. That • \:? r " 
men who are never called by their names without being conftaoza* 
reminded of the great ftake they have to lofe, fhould pro- 
perty and the fecial order be overthrown, that fuch men 
fhould plunge themfelves into the mod horrid confpiracy 
ever framed againft both, can only be believed by thofe 
who have attended to the amazing cunning of Weifhaupt's 
Code and the artifice with which it is put in execution— 
In fhort the Archives of Illuminifm, the letters, nay the 
apologies of thefe titled Illuminees, bear too ftronj proofs 
of the faft, and muft quafh all objections. The Baron 
Baffus, in his pretended j uftification, owns that he was the 

• Ibid. ttt. |, to Cat*. 
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perfon known under the charafleriftic of Hanibal;* and 
the letters of this Hanibal not only (how that he was an) 
Illuminee himfelf, but alio an apoftle of Uiuminization, 
giving an account to the Brethren of his fuccefl'es at Hot-» 
Zen in Tyrol, and boaftingof the important conquefU he 
had made in that town, having enlifted and imbued the 
Prefidcnt, the Vicc-Prefident^ the principal Counfellors 
cf the Government, aivd the Grand Alajhr of ibe Pojls^ 
with the moft enthuftaftic admiration for Illuminifm.i — » 
A little farther, the letters of this fame Hanibal hear tes- 
timony of his having gone into Italy, and of his having 
initiated at Milan bis Excellency the Count JP\ . Impe- 
rial Minifhr. Then, meditating new conqutfts, he pro- 
ceeds to Pavu, in hopes of enlifting fcveral of the Pro- 
feffors of that Univeiiity, and finishes by requeuing that 
the geography of the Order may be enlarged, that he may 
have a greater fcope for his illuminizing t.dents.J; 

With refpect to Dhmedes^ or our illumined Mar- 
quis, his letters alfobear uitimony of his enthuii^itic zeal 
in the fervice of Wei&aupt. He held this Aich-ConfpiT 
rator in tuch great veneration, that, ivitb the exception of 
fj me few infignifcant weaknejfs, he looked upon Wei- 
fhaupt as the mojl per feci, the mofl profound, and the moft 
extraordinary mortal on earth. The hours he had the 
happinefs of fpending in his company were too fhort in 
his opinion, but unhappily long enough to fire him with ' 
all that zeal which fends him frantic to peux Ponts, then 
to jVauplis or Straubingen, and at latt to Munich, replete 
with all that hireling cunning with which the young can- 
didates are to be fo completely duped, that they are not 
even to fur mi fe that their credulity is to be impofed upon. 
So deeply are the true principles of the Seel rooted in his 
breaft, that to revenge the Order on fome Brother who, 
probably difgufted with the abominable tendency of theie 
niylleries, had made fome difcovery of them to the Ma- 
gistrates, he writes to one of the brethren, u Oh the ra$r 
u cal ! might not a perfon, or to be more correct, ivduty 
Ci // be a crime to fend fuck a Devil as this into thi othsr 
%uorld?"% 

* Page 6. f Original Writings, Vol. I. Sett. XLV, 

t Ibid. Vo». U. Sed. IV. Let. t and a. 

§ Oder Schurkl! Konnte man nicht, ockr um beffer zu fa- 
gen, ware es nicht eiUubt, £o «in$ii leuiel in die andcre well 
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Neither dd the* Original Writings nor my private cor- IX. 
refpondence inform me of the real titles of the Areopagite &&»- 
Soion-MiCHT. He does not appear to have a&ed any ^^^ 
very cdnfpicuous part in the hiftory of the Order. He is 
only ftated to have worn the ecdeiiaftical habit at Freyfin* 
guen ; happy for him if it is to this dref* that he is indebt- 
ed for his apparent nullity in Weifhaupt's pjots. 

Next appears Hoheniecher under the title of Alci» X. 
blades^ who, though feated in the confpiring fenate of the Alcibiadef 
llluminees, does not blulh to hold a feat in the fenate of Hohenei- 
Freyfinguen as counfellor* c €r * 

The Eleventh of the Areopagites is Mabtmet the Ba- M XI» 
ron Sgrockitnsteik. Wefhail foon behold him prefi- ^™%* 
ding over whole provinces that are fubjecr, to Illuminifm. Scrocken- 
A few days after his initiation we meet with another Are- ftein. 
opagite characterized Germanicus. Not having been able ^rr 
to difcover his real name, I will not give way to conjee- German}* 
turc.* At this fame period we find 4 numerous lift of ciu. 
perfous of confequence initiated in the lower degrees.-^ 
§uch, for example, were the magiltrate of Aichiladt, 
Tamerlane-LAN G^ and the private fecretary Geiser.—~ 
The charadleriftic of this adept does not appear ; but 
Weifhaupt's letter on the great acquifition he had made 
in this adept fufficiently demonftrates the importance he 
attached to conquefts of this nature, and how far he could 
turn them to the advantage of his Order. 

This letter is of the 10th Chardad y 1 148 ( XOth June, 
1778) ; and it is worthy of remark, that it is the firft let-r 
ter which we find in the Original Writings dated accord- 
ing to the Per fian iEra. It is to his dear Cato that Wei- 
fhaupt writes; — ** The acquifition we have made of the 

Q 

ZU fchicken— Or/#;/w/ Writings, Vol I. $cfi. XLIV- Letters I 
and %. 

* In order to difcover the real name of an adept, it will often] 
(office to combine their letters, and particularly thole in which 
Weifhaupt declares the characleriftics to be given to candi- 
dates, with what is afterwards faid of them under their new 
names. The German Journals, and divers other writings ia 
that language, my own private correfpondence with, and me- 
morials that 1 have received from men who, living on the fpot, 
have been enabled to procure more accurate documents with 
refpeel to thefe different perfonages, have furnifhed mc with 
the means of difcovering mauy others on whom no Ihadow ef 
doubt can be entertained* 
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il private fecretary (fecretaire intirne) Geifer is an evenf 
a of fuch confequence to us, that our affairs will foon as- 
tt fume quite a different afpech It obliterates that ap- 
* pearancc (much too confpicuous) of novelty. It is for 
" this reafon that we ought to mutually congratulate each 
•* other and the whole Order. We may now expect to da 
,c fomething great. By enticing men among us of" his ftamp 
w and of h;s confequence, we add great weight to our ob- 
u y&> and they are ufeful in keeping our yotmgfters with- 
<c in bounds. Do not forget to thank and make my moft 
" (i nee re compliments to the private fecretary. Men of 
« his importance mufl have a right tochoofe their own 
*< chafa&.riftics, their employments, and the fpecies of la- 
" bor that they would prefer. You will remember to in- 
" form me of it, that 1 may take the proper fteps in con- 
" rcquence."* 

In this clafs of Brethren of confequence, we muft not 
forget Brutus Count Saviola, Sylia the Baron Mag- 
genhoff, and Alexander Count Pappenheim. Mean- 
while, till we com* to treat of minifters and pri (ices drawn 
into this vortex of fedition, let us hear Weilbaupt deve- 
lop his views, and obferve him marflialling his troops ; 
particularly when he takes meafures to enfnare thofe no- 
blemen whom he wifhes to make the prime agents and 
the propagators of the very confpiracies to which they are 
to fall the nr(t victims. Oil the }oth Pbaravardin, 1 149 
(31ft March, 1779), he writes to his Athenians of Mu- 
nich, u Have you not in all your town of Athens any 
tc Grangers who may be immediately admitted Into the 
tc Order, advanced as foon as poflible to the degree of 
" AH nerval and then (imply inftruited in the myiteries of 
cc that degree ? Such perfons may, without any further 
tc initiation, be fent to found the fyftem in other countries 
" and make recruits; for example, at Augfoourg, atRa- 
<l ti (bonne, at Saltzbourg, at Land (hut, and other towns. 
u To meet with fuch perfons it would be proper for you 
cc to go into company, and to frequent aflcmblies and pJa^ 
" ces of public refort. Since you have done (o many other 
" things you may very well do this. At Erzerum ( Aich- 
<c ftadt) and throughout all Franconia I could make a ra- 
" pid pregrefs if I could but initiate two gentlemen of that 
*' country whom I am well acquainted witk y and who art 

* Grig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 13, to Cat§. 
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* men of great wit andmuchefteemedby the nob titty there* 
** This acquiiition would foon procure us adepts from 

* among the nobility, men of wit who would recruit for 
cc us in their own clafe throughout all Franconia. — When 
u we initiated any one at Athens to a new degree, thcfe 
€i two gentlemen might be called to aflift at the cercmo* 
u ny, and would then become candidates for the higher 
u degree. The rartk they hold, and their nobility, would 
lc alfo be of ufc to curb the petulance of your young Bru- 
u tut and other gentry.*— In (hort, Tamerlane (or the coun- 

* fellor Lang}, who thinks that there are no other adepts 
u at Erxcrum but thofe with whom he is acquainted^ 
" would be thunderstruck at finding perfons in a higher 
H degree than himfelf, though he had not the leaft idea 
u they belonged Co the Order, and men alfo of whom he 

* has the higheft opinion. Do reflect and deliberate on 
« this."* 

In the following letters it appears that Brutus no long- 
er needed any curb; for he becomes an apoftle of the Sedl, 
and fets off on an expedition from which Weifhaupt au- 
gurs great fuccefs. He is even fo zealous, that Sparta- 
£us y on the eve of difmiffing feveral other adepts^ mentions 
him as. an ufeful member who is to be preferved,f and 
defires that he may as foon as pofTible be advanced to the 
degree of Major Illuminee^ To enable the reader to 
judge how far he was difpofed to ferve the Order, it will 
fumce to record the terms in which he expreiles his gra- 
titude for favors received, and the promifes he makes in 
hopes of obtaining new ones. His letter to the Mo ft Ex- 
cellent Superiors of Ilium in ifm is couched in the following 
terms : 

u Most Excellent Superiors! 
u Receive my moir grateful acknowledgments for the 
" third degree with which you have juit honored me. — 
u Every part of it is noble, grand, and beautiful t it has 
u perfectly anfwercd the expectations I had formed of it 
u from the fetond. I {hall moft undoubtedly do every 
" thing that lies in my power to deferve your confidence. 
" In future rely on mine, and believe mc to be perfectly 
u devoted to your fervice. Nothing in the world {hall 

• Ibid. Vol. I. Let- *% 
t Orig. Writ. Vol.1. Let. 5 g. £ Ibid. Vol. Jl. Let. 1.7. 
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" ever withdraw me from my allegiance to your laws, <St 
K make me ceafe to be guided by you, 

" You wrote to me ibme time fince, defiring me to feek 

* for no further advancement at Court, as I could not 
'* expefl: any, I obeyed that order j but as the minifteis 
c< of the regency have lately paid me fome marks of atten- 
** tion, my affairs have affumed a different afpe£L The 
* c ferious lllnefs of the Emperor having given nfe to the 
iC idea of a vicarage of the Empire, Brother Pericles and 
c< myfelf have been mentioned as counfellors in that court j 
** and I have great hopes of being made a privy counfel- 
a lor (confeiller intime). S . • . , has taken my caufc in 
** hand, and I am indebted to the Brothers Celfus and Al- 

* fred for it, If ever 1 get into power \ the mojl excellent 
P Order willfoon fee bow much I am devoted to it> and 
** bow entirely I belong to it. In the mean time I can but 
w exprefs my fmcereft wifhes."* 

Though the advancement which had infpired the Count 
JBrutus with fo much eeal for the Order left him flill at a 
great diftance from the higher myfteries, he ncverthelels 
had a brother who could not flatter himfelf that he Should 
arrive at even this third degree. The Infmuator had made 
a diftinction between them. The letter in which he an-* 
nounces their initiation to Spartacus will (how the reader 
what other fer vices the Order had to expect from fuch 
kinds of adepts, 

Cato writes to Spartacus : *< Here are my new hopes 
* c for the Order. After a long pcrleverance I have at 

* length engaged the young S — — — (Savioli). He will 
" deliver his brother over to us, who may fet our affairs 
" agoing at Augfbourg. They are both rich. The firft 
" I recruited as a Sta bene y that is to fay, one who is ne- 
cc ver to pafs the lower ranks. \ alfo engage him becaufe 
u on certain occallons he will lend us his houfe which is 
u very convenient for our meetings j and more particular-* 
" ly becaufe, being rich, he can help us with his purfe.f 

The fame letter mentions a fimilar jla bent : " The 
u Brother Livius (Rudgrger) is in luture to be looked 
" on as belonging to the fame clafs. He frankly owned 
" to me, thai he had neither the time nor inclination to 
u give himfclf up to our labors. But that he was billing 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Quibus Licet from Brutus, 
v f Darait er an geld beyuaget. 
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* td contribute towards the progress of the Order with 
** his purfe, and that he would even furnifh us with books 
** for our libraries, and iniiruments for expeiiments. — J 
u gave him to understand, that certainly he might remain 
cc a member of the Order; but that he could only be clafs- 
u ed in future with thofe who feconded its views with 
<c their money/'* Thus did Weifhaupt turn the ftupidity 
and ignorance, the impiety and money of his Ivjarquifles, 
Barons, Knights, and Magittrates, to the advantage and 
propagation of his difaftrous plots.— He had already made 
converts of this nrtture in the imperial chamber of Wetz- 
lar ; for, as early as the 29th of Auguft, 1778, we find 
that Minos* the Afleflbr Dittfurth, inicribed on the 
lift of I nominees, the fame perfon whom we have already 
feen fo 2eaIojs for the foundation of an illuminized lis— 
terhood.f At flrft we find him under a Jufpen/ion y as not 
to be trufted by the Brethren ;J but very (oon his zeal 
makes him at once the admiration and laughing-ftock of 
Spartacus. The reader mul}: have already obferved the 
art with which Weifl>aupt obliges every candidate to give 
the hiftory of his life, with an ex*£t defcription of his pas- 
Cons and prejudices. The Affeffor Minos complied with 
this regulation in fo fcrupulous a manner, that Weifhaupt 
could not refrain from writing to the Areopagite* in the 
following perms : 4t Minos, that man who bears fo high % 
<c character, is at prefent writing the hiftory of his life.-* 
<c He is as yet only arrived at his feventeenth year, and 
u has written ninety-three fheets of paper. He is now for* 
cc ty-five years of age. This will be fomething more than 
tl a general confeilion. You fee what may be done with 
" men if one does hut inow how to gain their confidence^ 
** and to convince them of the excellency of the oije£!"§ 
So completely did the imperial AlFeffor imbibe this prin- 
ciple and learn to convince others of ir f that we fhall here- 
after fee himraifed to the dignity of Provincial. 

However much Weifhaupt may have wilhsd to make 
profelytes among the great, we neverthelefs fee him re- 
commending to his inlinuators tp recruit more particu- 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I.Se<3. xxxii. Letter from Catp to Sp*r* 

lacj! . 

t Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Page 41. 
i Orig. Writ. Setf . iv. See the Lift. 
i Prig. Writ. Vol. II. J*et. 7 and iq. 
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hrly amonj the prof effort and fchtolmaflcrt) as a fur£ 
means of gaining over to his views the youth of all clafles. 
Hence it is that Hermes Trifmegifies^ whofe real name 
was So cher, and who was fuperior of the college at 
Landfberg, receives the fpecial commiflion to watch and 
guard againft the Jefuits, as fworn enemies to the educa- 
tion he is to give to his pupils.* For the fame reafon 
does Weifliaupt ftrain every nerve to fill his univerfityof 
Ingolftadt with profefibrs and prefers belonging to his 
Sect* He entreats the adepts at Munich to befet the mi- 
nifters, and obtain the expulfion of all Jefuits, becaufc 
thefe fathers had retrieved the four profeiiors Scholli- 

NER, S TEINGENBERGFR, WURIER, and SKLECtL, 

from Uluminifm; and becaufc he had but three profes- 
Jors left in the univerfity to refifr Jefuitifm.f The Lift 
of Profellors foon fvvelis to an alarming height in all towns 
where Uluminifm makes any progrefs. On this black liit 
we find Jrmenius-KRtUKLRi GV/<?z-Lemmer ; Py* 
r^j'/r^i-WEssENREiDER*, this latter foon abandoned 
the Order when his chara&eriftic was given to the Pneft 
and Librarian Drexl; but as profeflbr we find three to 
replace htm,KuNDLER,LoLLlN T G,and above all Baier* 
ammer, at firft called ZoroaJhr> but aftewards Confu- 
cius. It is this adept that Weifliaupt brings at length to 
Ingolftadt, that he might have for his colleague in the fe- 
duclion of youth, a man that he himfelf had Initiated in 
the black arts of his I!luminifm.| This ferves to account 
for that zeal with which he fends his adepts into all hou- 
fes of education, and that folicitude with which he entreats 
Cato and Marius to feck out fome brethren well drilled 
to the arts of Infuiuators, who might be fent to the uni- 
v £ R s I t I E s of Saltzbourg) of Infpruck^ of Fribourg^ and 
of other place s.§ 

To ft lect the following will fuffice to fhow to what ex- 
tent thsfe miffionary profcflbrs fucceeded, according to 
the views of the Order \ Saladin-EKEL ; Tbales-Kw- 
mnger; VV/jmb-Michl; Euclid -Riedl; ail from 
eighteen to twenty years of age: Saukr, furnamed At* 
tila\ and the Emperor Claudius, or Simon Zwack, 
couiin to the incomparable Catc, were of the fame age j 
an age fought alter by V/eitluupt, as he could the more 

* Vol. I. Let. 28. f Vol. I. Let. 36, 30th Jan. 1778. 
1 See pArticuIaily Let. 14, Yd. I. § Ibid. Let. 40. 
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eafily twine the young adept to vice. This docility was 
far from being the leading feature of his other adepts; they 
were not all enthufiaftically wedded to his plots at this 
dawn of Illuminifm; nor could he make them the pafHve 
inftruments of his con fp; racy. He defcribes the profelytes 
he had made among the ariftocracy " as rich, therefore 
"given to all the vices of their ft ate \ as ignorant, proud, 
M cowardly, and lazy in the fuperlative degree ; as only 
w feeking their advancement in the mylteries, in order to 
lc gratify their curiofity, or even tofcoffat the ceremonial 
c< of the different degrees ;"* and we wiihed to find men 
who would be ilruck with awe, and be fired with enthu- 
fiafm at the fight of thefe ceremonies. The fryle of re- 
proach in which he writes to many orher of the adepts 
clearly depicts a fet of men deftitutc of all moral c ,and hav- 
ing no other views in the Order than to gratify their pas- 
fio:is and their avarice; feeking none but their own inte- 
refk, and often, through their ciiflolute and immoral con- 
duct, expofing the founder of the Order to be looked up- 
on as a corrupter of youth. \ He was willing ro have none 
but followers that could, like himfelf, gratify the moft in- 
famous paflions in private, and who, under the mafk of 
virtue, moderation, and wiidom, impofing on the public, 
would accredit his IHuminifm. With refpeel to the foun- 
der, we have feen him already defcribing the turpitude of 
his morals, and the atrocious means to which he had tc- 
forted to preferve the mafk of his pretended virtue; let us 
now hear him upbraiding his firft adepts with the public 
depravity of their morals as being prejudicial to his IHu- 
minifm: " I have received/' fays he, " the moft fatal in- 
telligence from Thebes (Freyfmguen). They have giv- 
tt en a public fcandal to the whole town, by admitting 
tt into the Lodges that vile Propertius, a libertine loaded 
" with debts, and a mcjl detejfable being. In that fame 

a town is to be found the Brother D , who is nothing 1 

u more than a wicked fellow; our Socrates, who could be 
€c of the greateft ufc to us is always drunk ; our Jugnftus 
u has acquired the worfr. of reputations ; the Brother Al~ 
K cibiades is perpetually fighing and pining away at the 
w feet of his landlady; Tiberius attempted to lay violent 
u hands on Diomcdes's fifter, and fuffet ed himfelf to be 
ft caught by the hufband ; heavens ! what men have / 

• Vol. II. Let. 1. f ttid. U*. 1 1. 
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« there for Areopagites 1 What! we facri fire our health, 
« our fortune, our reputation, to the good of the Order; 
" and thefe gentry give themfelves up entirely to their 
w pleafures and cafe, proftituie themfelves, give public 
** fcandals, and ftill wifn to be acquainted with all our fe- 
44 crcts : From this inftant I fhall look upon Tiberius 
u (Merz) as erafed from our lilt. O Areopagites, Are- 
u opagites \ I would much rather have none at all, than 
il not have men more aflive and more fubmt 'Jive ."* 

This is not the only letter in which Weiihaupt plainly 
{hows what opinion he had himfelf of his horde of adepts* 
The following gives a clearer infight into the caufe of the 
alarm he had taken from their public fcandals, and their 
evil tendency for the general good of the Scci. After hav- 
ing told them, With regard to. politics and morals, you 
are as yet far behind indeed, he fays, " Judge yourfel ves 
" what would be the conference, if a man fuch as our 
« Marcus durelius (he was a profeffor of Gottinguen, 
« and his real name was Feder) were once to knot* 
< l what a Jet of men dejiitute of morals, ivbat a fet of dc~ 
« bauchees, liars, fpendthrifts, braggadocbios, and fools 
€< replete with vanity and pride y you have among you; 
« if fuch a man, I fay, were to fee this, what opinion muit 
« he form of us ! Would he not be aihamed to belong to 
* c a fociety whofe chiefs promife fuch great things, andex^ 
« ecute fo ill the mojl beautiful plan \ and all from obftin 
< c nacy, and becaufe they will not fufter one tittle of their 
<* pleafures; now frankly declare, am 1 not in the right? 
« Do you not think that, in order to preferve a man, fuclj 
« as Marcus Aurelius^Yedcv, whofe name alone is worth 
«, the belt part of Germany, I ought to facrifiqe and re-, 
« fcind all your whole province or Greece (Bavaria) the 
" innocent as well as the guilty ? And (hould I take fuch 
« c a ftep, who would be to blame? Is it not better to cut 
« off the gangrened members, than to lol'e the whole bo- 
« dy? Can you be fo void of all feeling, as to fee a feledfc 
< c fociety of men diffrlvc, at\d abandon the reformation of 
" the world, and that on account of the vices you have 
« c plunged yourfelves into, and the fcandal you give? — 
< c That would be ftiJl worfe than an Heroftratus, worfe 
cc than all the wicked men of all times and of all ages.—. 
* Thole of you, gentlemen, therefore, who do not ap- 

* Ibid. Vol. II. Let, 9. 
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• prove of this plan, who will not (acrifice your cafe anct 
a miferable paflions; thofe, in fhort, who are indifferent 
c< to the praifes of the beft of men, and who will not la* 

* bor with us at making all mankind but one and the f am* 
^ family \ thofe, I not only pray, but conjure, at leaft not 
w to impede our labors, and not to entail on the Order 
u die infamy and fhame of their public fcandals. Such 
«* conduft would be worfe than that of real affaffms^worft 
44 than the plague."* 

However well-founded Weifhaupt may have been in 
fnakin^ ufe of fuch reproaches, the rapid progrefs made 
by hisllluminifm fhould have convinced him, that his a- 
depts, in the midft of their debaucheries, never loft fight 
of the grand obje£t of his myfteries. The reader may 
judge of their progrefs by the following note; which, at 
the fame time that it denotes their fucceffes, will (how in 
what manner they reported them to each other. This do- 
cument may alfo begin to explain various myfteries of 
the revolution* 

Note, on the progrefs of Illuminifm, found among tht 
papers of Cato-Zwack^ written in his own handy and 
contained in thefirjl volume of the Original JVriU 
ings. 

" We havef at Athens ( Munich), ift, a regular Lodge 
<* of Major llluminees\ 2dly, a leffer meeting of Illumi- 
u neesy very well adapted to our purpofes; 3dly, a very 
a large and remarkable Mafonic Lodge; 4thly, two con- 
** fiderable Churches^ or Minerval Academies. 

u At Thebes (Freyfinguen) alfo there is a Minerval 
11 Lodge, as well as at me gar a (Landfberg), at Brug- 
a haufen, at Straubing, at Ephefus (Ingolftadt), and in z 
a (hort time we (hall have one at Corinth (Ratifbonne), 

u We have bought a houfe (at Munich) for ourfelves ; 
" and we have taken our precautions fo well, that the in*. 
" habitants not only do not cry out againft ua> but fpeak 

H* 

• Original Letters; Vol.'*, Let. 10. 

t This note begins with thefc words: The number in Greed 
conjijls tf/^Whether Cato did mark the number or not, I know 7 
not; bat the editor has left it in blank, and the fentence is in- 
complete. Mr. Robifon has inferted the number 600; but at 
he does not give his authority, 1 (hall content n^yfelf with ttaas* 
bring, and (hail continue with Zwack. 
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* of us with efteem, when they fee us going publicly ft* 
? that houfe, or to the Lodge* Certainly that is a gnat 
« deal for this town. 

a We have in this houfe a Cabinet of natural hiftory, 
" inftruments for Experimental philofophy > and a library j 
" and all this is daily augmented by the gifts of the Breth-* 
a ren. The garden is toi>e turned into a botanical one. 

c< All the fcientific journals are procured for the breth- 
tc ren at the expenfe of the Order. ' 

Ci By means of different pamphlets we have awakened 
c< the attention of the princes and citizens to certain re- 
" markable abufes; we oppofe religious Orders with all 
u our might; and we have good reafon to be pleafed with 
<c the fuccefs of our endeavors. 

u We have entirely new modelled the Lodge on our 
a plan, and have broke off all communication with Berlin, 

a We have not only rcpreffed all the enrollments of the 
cc R C. (Roficrucians), but we have fucceeded incafling 
w fufpicions on them. 

« We are in treaty for a ftrift and effective alliance 
"with the Lodge of — , and with the national 
a Lodge of Poland." 

Another Note, written by the fame handy on the politic 
cal progrefs of the Order. 

u Through the intrigues of the Brethren the Jefuits 
cc have been difmifled from all the ProfeflbrfhipS j we have 
u entirely cleared the univerfity of Ingolftadt of them.* 

<c The Dowager Dutchefs has modelled her InJiituU 
a for the Cadets entirely on the plan prepared by the Or- 
u dcr. That houfe is under our infpe£tion\ all its Profes-* 
"fors belong to our Order, Jive of its members have been 
** well provided for^ and all the pupils will be ours. 

u On the recommendation of the Brethren Pylades is 
u made the ecclefiajlical ffcal counfellor. By procuring 
" this place for him, we have put the church monies at 
tt the difpofal of the Order: and by means of thefe monies 
<c we have already repaired the mal-adminiftration of our 

<c • and of , and have delivered them from 

»" the bauds of the ufurers* 

# Durch d?e verwcndnng der Br. Dr. (Briidern ) wurden die 
Jeftmen von alien proftflbr ftellen emferm, die Unircrfitat In* 
golftadt gaaz ton ihnen gercinigt. 
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* With thefc monies alfo we (upport new Brethren. 
a The Brethren who are in orders have all been pro- 
m vided with livings and curacies^ or with preceptor's 
V* places. 

u Through our means too, the Brothers Jrmenius apd 
<c Cortex have been made Profejfors in the Univerfity of 
<c Ingolfladt. We have alfo got purfes for all our young 
44 candidates in the fame univerfity: 

44 On the recommendation alfo of our Order, two young 
** men are travelling at the expenfe of the Court. They 
* 4 are at prefent at Rome. 

44 The Germanic Jiboo/s are aH under the infpe&ion 
* 4 of the Order, and have no other prefects than our 
■* Brethren. 

w The Benevolent Society is alfo under our direction. , 

44 The Order has obtained an augmentation of pay and 
44 fidaries for a great number of Brethren who are em- 
44 ployed in the Dicajieres (that is to fay, at the boards of 
* A dminift ration), 

44 We have obtained Jour ecclefiajlical chairs for as 
44 many of our Brethren. 

44 We (hall fhortly be majlers oj the Bartholomew In- 
^flttution for the education of young ecclefiaflics. All 
44 our meafures are ready for that purpofe. The bufinefs 
44 has taken a very favorable turn; by this means we may 
"flock all Bavaria with priefls both clever and proper" 
{for our object). 

44 We have iimilar hopes and views on another houfe 
44 ofpriefts. 

44 Through inceffant application, indefatigable efforts, 

44 and the intrigues of different by — , we have at 

44 length fucceedcd in not only maintaining the Ecclefi- 
44 aftical Council, which the Jefuits wifhed todeftroy; 
44 but alfo in affigning over to this council, to the colleges 
44 and univerfities, all thofe goods which had ftili remain- 
4C ed urlder the adminiftration of the Jefuits in Bavaria; 
44 fuch as the inftitution for the miffion, the golden alms, 
44 the houfe of retreat, and the funds for the newly con- 
44 verted. Our Major Illuminees, to effectuate th\s y heldfix 
44 meetings; feveral of them remained there zvhole nights > 

« and ." 

This latter article is alfo mutilated by the editor of the 
Original Writings. The Court of Bavaria did not thinlc 
•proper u> publifh the names of thofc different pcrfins (mi- 
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fritters and others) who fo well fecondcd Weifhaupt arkf 
|iis adepts on this occafion. The Jefuits at leaft ftrongljr 
fufpected the Count of Senseim to be one of the differ* 

in t , and thofe of the Englifh college of Lieges 

in particular, had reafon to believe that he was one of 
thofe to whom they were indebted for the lots of a pen- 
fion of ten thoufand florins, which had always been paid 
to them by the Court of Bavaria* How far thefe fufpi- 
cions are grounded I do not pretend to fay; but certain 
it is, that this Count Senfeim appears on the lift of adepts 
under the characteriftic of King Alfred. But without our 
entering into any difcuffion, the two notes I have juft 
tranflated clearly evince,, that the adepts did not defervc 
to be fo frequently reprimanded for inactivity as Wei- 
fliaupt feems to have thought. 

What a ftrong light is thrown on the fecret hiftory of 
the Revolution by thefe two notes, even in their mutilat- 
ed ftate ! A large portion of the clergy, it is true, have 
been faithful to their duty; but Europe has been afto* 
ni(hed at feeing fo many of them plunged into the moft 
horrid fcencs of impiety. We here learn from Cat*- 
Zwack: who thofe falfe paftors were. Thefe atrocious 
hypocrites are fele&ed by the Sect, imbued with all the 
venom of its principles, and then ufliered into the bofom 
of the church under its baneful protection. It had faid to 
them, afTume the appearance of piety and zeal, and pre* 
tend to believe in the fymbol of the priefthood, and we 
ihall find means of inltalling you in the livings of the 
church, and of making you the rectors and paftors of the 
flock. You (hall publicly preach the doctrine of the Gos- 
pel, and your exterior (hall coincide with the duties of 
thofe ftations; but in fecret you fhaH fecond our views, 
and prepare the way for us. It would be a futile objec- 
tion to aik how it was poffible to find monfters whole de- 
pravity could make them confent to act fuch fcenes of 
hypocrify even in the Holy of Holies ! We have the au- 
thority of Ctff*-Zwack, who tells us that they affumed the 
characters and functions of rectors and curates, of canons, 
profeflbrs, and teachers in the Catholic Church. Wefhall 
ibon fee the fame game played with refpedt to the Pro- 
tcjlant Church; and thus were both churches miniftered 
to by wretches who had fworn their destruction. 

A fimilar mode of proceeding was adopted for thede- 
ftrudhon of the it ate, and that at the firit dawn of Illu- 
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flitoifra. It is Cato again who informs us of the intrigues, 
views, and fucceffes of the Sect, infinuating its adepts in- 
to the Dicajieres, the councils, and boards of adminiftra- 
tion, which are paid by the prince and ftate; he points 
them out as having gained accefs into the councils of the 
prince and the ftate, carrying with them all the treache- 
rous plots of the moft difaftrous confpiracy againft both 
prince and ftate. 

Many readers have been aftonifhed at feeing whole ge- 
nerations rife imbued with the principles of the rnoft rank 
jacobinifm, and that from fchools founded by princes for 
the inftru&ion of youth; but Cato again folves the diffi- 
culty, when he fpeaks of the Inftitution founded by the 
Dowager Dutchefs. 

In fhort, it will be incumbent on future hiftorians to 
tell their readers whence were obtained thofe treafures 
fpent in the propagation of the principles of the Se&, in 
the peregrinations of its apoftles, and in the fupport of its 
pennylefs adepts* they will find the tafk already complet- 
ed by the Sedr. itfclf, which tells us, that its novices are 
fupported at the expenfe of the public foundations \ that 
its miffionaries are paid and fent to foreign parts by the 
prince, who has been mi fled to believe that he was fend- 
ing men in the purfuit of arts and fciences. Moreover, 
does not the Sec\ betray itfelf, when introducing its adepts 
into the a dminifi ration of the ecclejiajiical property , and 
with that property paying the debts of its Lodges, fup- 
porting the apoftles of its confpiracies, re-eftablifliing its 
former clubs, and erecting new ones. Let the hiftorian 
reflect on the conditions under which fuch a multitude of 
adepts have been ufhered into livings and other employ- 
ments, and he will foon perceive the funds of the Seel: 
fwelled to an immenfe bulk by thofe (hares which it pre- 
ferves for its own ufe out of all the emoluments which it 
has procured for its adepts either in church or ftate. 

But in this fame note an enigma occurs of a quite dif- 
ferent nature. The reader may have obferved Cato- 

Zwack at once exulting in having founded a mafonic 
Lodge at Munich for the Uluminees, and in the victories 
gained by the Uluminees over the Roficrucian Majons* 
-—What can have given rife to this contradiction, at the 
iame time to imitate the Free-mafvms,and to declare war 
againft the moft famous adepts or A I afonry. Thefe ques- 
tions naturally lead us to the investigation of the moil 
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profound device that Weifhaupt ever invented for the 
propagation of his plots. They relate to his firft attempt, 
to the diverfity of the means ufed, his fuccefs, and finally 
to his triumphant intrufion into the mafonic Lodges. In 
order to folve them, I fliall, in the following Chapters, hy 
before my reader the mod remarkable paflages of the Ar* 
chives of the Se&, or of the letters and avowals of the 
moft celebrated adepts relating to that famous plan, the 
execution of which belongs to the fecond epoch of the 
Bed; and unfortunately it may be too truly called the 
epoch of the Illuminization of Free Mafonry, 
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CHAP, III. 



Epoch of the Illuminization of Fr ee~ Mafonry. —Wei* 
Jhaupfs attempts on the Mafonic Lodges, — dcquifition 
of Knigge, an J his firjt Services* 

LET us, for a moment, fuppofe every thing that has 
been faid in thefe Memoirs relating to the nature, 
object, origin, and fecret of Mafonry, to be no more than 
a conjectural fyftem; let it (till further be fuppofed, that 
the cloud which encompafles the origin and hiftory of 
Mafonry is for ever impenetrable; let even the Brethren 
and their Matters exalt ftill higher the merits and glory 
of their anceftry; yet, for the misfbrtune of our cotem- 
poraries, the day is come when all this glory is fullied— -• 
when the Orators of their own Lodges with grief ex- 
claim, — " Brethren and Companions, give free vent to 
u your forrow ; the days of innocent Equality are gone by, 
u However holy our myfteries may have been, the Lodges 
a are now profaned and fullied. — Brethren and Compan- 
ions, let your tears flow; — attired in your mourning 
u robes attend, and let us feal up the gates of our temples, 
a for the profane have found means of penetrating into 
u them. They have converted them into retreats for their 
w impiety, into dens of confpirators. Within the (acred 
* walls they have planned their "horrid deeds, and the ruin 
u of nations. Let us weep over our legions which they 
u have feduced. Lodges that may ferve as hiding places 
" for thefe confpirators muft remain for ever {hut both to 
w us and to every good citizen."* Thefe complaints and 
awful lamentations are not mine; they proceed from the 
mouth of the venerable Matter of a Lodge ; they are con- 
tained in the funeral oration pronounced on Mafonry in 
prcfence of the Brethren aflembled for the laft time in a 
Lodge in Germany, and fighing over the forrowful des- 
tiny of their Confraternity. Unfortunately for the honor 
of the Brotherhood, their forrow was but too well-ground- 

# See the difcourfe of the Orator on the (hatting up of a 
Lodge. 
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ed; and It is our duty to adduce proofs of it. Whatever 
may have been its myfteries heretofore, Free-masonry 
is now become criminal* If it be not fo in itfelf, it is be- 
come fo through Weifhaupt's means; it has brought a- 
bout, or he has brought about through its means, the 
moft difaftrous of all revolutions. This awful truth can 
no longer remain hidden. Hiftory muft found its trum- 
pet, and let it adduce its proofs; for never has it yet giv- 
en fo awful a leffon to nations on the fatal effects of fe- 
cret focieties. 

From the commencement of his Iiluminifm Weifliaupt 
had fbrefeen the great fupport he could draw from the 
multitude of Free Mafons difperfed throughout Europe, 
fhould he ever be fortunate enough to form an alliance 
with them. " Let me tell you a piece of news," he writes 
to Ajax as early as the year 1777; " Before the next car- 
« nival I fliall go to Munich, and (hall get myfelf admit- 
w ted a Free-mafon. Do not let this alarm you; our buji- 
H nefs will not fuffer in theleajl\ but by thisjlep we become 
u acquainted with a tie or newfecrety and by that means 
"Jhall bejlronger than the others"* Weifhaupt accord- 
ingly received the firft degrees of Mafonry at Munich, in 
St. Theodore's Lodge. At firft he could only obferve 
the bagatelle of an innocent fraternity, yet even then he 
perceived that Equality and Liberty were the ground- 
work of all the amufements of the Brotherhood. He fur- 
mifed further myfteries. In vain they aflured him, that 
all political or religious ducuflions were baniftied from 
the Lodges, and that every true Mafon was eflentially a 
ftaunch friend to his prince and to Chriftianity. He had 
faid the fame thing to his Novices and to bis Minervals 5 
and he knew too well what became of all thefe protefta- 
tions in his Iiluminifm. He eafily conceived that a fimi- 
lar fate awaited thefe declarations in the higher degrees of 
Mafonry. Soon his faithful Zwack furnifhed him with 
the means of penetrating into the higher myfteries of 
Mafonry without fubje&ing himfelf to all the neceflary 
trials. This latter adept had made acquaintance at Aug(- 
bourg with an Abbe of the name of Marotti. Atone 
of thefe interviews Marotti had initiated him into the 
higher degrees, and even into thofc of the Scotch Lodges. 
—He had explained to him all the myfteries of Mafonrj % 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Letter 6, to Jjax. 
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ifefoluUly founded) as he faid, on religion and the bjflorj 
ef the church. Cato-Xwack (hews us, by the eagernefs 
with which he announces his difcovery to Spartacus* 
Weilhaupt, how much this explication coincided with 
die plots of his impiety.* No fooner has Weifliaupt 
(who on his fide wa$ making all poffible enquiries) ret 
ceived the news cf this interview, though no particular* 
were mentioned, than he immediately anfwers, " I doubt 
w much whether you are acquainted with the real objedfc 
" of Mafonry; but I have acquired fome information on 
a that fubjett, which I mean to make ufe of in my plan, 
<l and which I referve for our higher degrees.f Cato 
foon fent a circumftantial account to his matter of the Mr- 
flanation th# had been communicated to him, and re- 
ceived for anfwer, tt the important difcovery you have 
" made at Nicodemia (Augfbourg), in your interview 
" with the AW ,- >e Marotti, gives me extreme pleafure.—* 
a Pro/it of this occafion,and get all you can from bim"% 

In reading fuch paffages of their moft inornate corres- 
pondence, one is n^turajly le$l tp afk what can occafion 
this extreme joy in the twq moft'monftrous confpirator* . 
that have ever appeared on earth, at the mere difcovery 
of the myfteries of the occult Lodges of Mafonry, and of 
thofe eyen of the Scotch Lodges !— If as Weifhaupt then 
been anticipated by the Mafons in the explanation he had 
given of their fymbols, and which he has adtually infert- 
ed in his myfteries ? & Could there have pre*cxifted in theft 
occult Lodges of Mafqnry an impiety and plots ftrangely 
preparatory for that infidelity and thofe plots of Cato and 
Spartacui? — The confequence is frightful, but is that a 
leafbn why nations fbould be blind and deny the tcfti* 
mony of truth \ are we, for the honor of Mafonry, to bt 
filent on the hidden fnares )aid for them, and which will 
continue to be laid not only for them but for all nation* 
in general.) 

Well fatisfied with the difcovery he had made, Wei? 

• See Cato'* Journal, Diarium d*$ C*U % Original Write 
togs, Vol. I. 

+ Ibid. Letter 31, %d Dec. 1778. 

X Original Writings, Letter of the 6th Jan. 1779. 

i See Vol. Ill, of theft Memoirs, Degree ofSpopfr 

Jj Ibid .Letter 31. 
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fhaupt begins to prefs the eftablifhment of a Mzfbni* 
Lodge for his pupils of Munich. He immediately order- 
ed aJ) his Areopagites to get themfelves made Mafons; 
he laid his plans for fimilar initiations at Aichftadt; and in 
all the other colonics of the Order.* Notwithftanding 
all his efforts, fuccefs declared but (lowly in his favor.— 
He was in pofleffion of the fecrets of the Mafons, but 
they were not initiated in his.— The Roficrucians (aw 
with regret another fecret Society rifing, which drew its 
members from their Lodges, which already began to 
bring their meetings into difrepute by bragging that it a- 
tone was in pofleffion of the real fecrets of Mafonry.— 
Notwithftanding the impiety of the fecrets of the Roil~ 
crucians, and though their fyftems all had a fi mylar ten- 
dency with refpefr. to the annihilation of Chriftianity>ftill 
the path they had chofen was quite different from that 
which Weifhaupt had adopted* He defpifed ail the non- 
fen fe of their Alchymy ; above all he detefted their The- 
ofophy. He laughed at the double principle, at the good 
and evil genii, and at all thofe daemons on which the Ro- 
ficrucian founds his Migic, Cabal, and Myftciies of A-> 
BRAC;f in fliort, notwithftanding all the benefit Wei- 
fliaupt expedled to reap from thefe myfteries, fymbok and 
explanations of Mafonry, he treated with the moft fovc- 

# Let it be always remembered, that we continue to exeept 
tVe Mafons who only acknowledge the frrft three degrees f 
but iven these ought never to forget \ that it was precijeff 
their firft three degrees which ferved as a cloak to the grand 
intrufton of lllumivjfm. 

* f The word Abrac is derived from Ahraxas, which is only 
a fet of Greek letters put together by Basilidbs, a famous 
Sophifter of Alexandria, and an hereuarch of the fecond cen- 
tury, expreffing the number of 365 Intelligences or fpirits, 
which corrftitmed his God. St. Jerome fa?s, that Abraxas was 
the ficlitions God of BaJMdcs> exprefTed in Greek numerals, 

1.1. 1 00.1.60.I.S00. Bafi,idef grow»ded all his magic on the 
number of his genii; and hence the term Science of Abrac is 
ufed for the fcience of Magic (Fide Hiermimns adtterfus Lu~ 
ciferum—Auguftinus liber de hmrcfiis—Tcrtultian de Baft tide. J 
— Manes adopted many of his errors from this Baiilides, and 
paiticularly his Eons and his magic. Thefe wvfleries of Abrac 
are mentioned in the Mafonic manufcript or Oxford, which 
bears tcfljraony that fome Brethren were as mncb addiAed to 
thefe mxfleries of Abrac three hundred years ago, as many of 
our modern Roficrucians. 
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^rein contempt every thing that is purely cabaliftic fol- 
ly and reverie in the Roficrufians. He adopted all their 
means of impiety and laughed at their fooleries. It was 
the contention of impiety, fallen on the one fide into the 
matt abfurd Atheifra, and on the other into the moft mi* 
feraWe fiiperftition. Hence arofe thofe diffentions and jea- 
loufies mentioned by Cato-Zwack when tracing the pro- 
grefs of Illuminifm; and it was for a long time doubtful 
which of the two competitors was to be crowned with 
fuccefs. During Ac conflid we fee Wcifliaupt daily in- 
venting new means of triumph; but be was undecided as 
to the ufe he fhould make of his vi£tory.~" In the firft 
w place, he writes to Zwack, tt I fhould have wifhed to 

* fend to London for aconftitution for our Brethren; and 
41 1 fhoujd iJtill be of that opinion if we could make our- 
a felves matters of the Chapter (the Mafonic) of Munich. 

* You will do well to try, I can come to no determination 
M on that fubjeft until I havefeen what turn our affairs 
u take. Perhaps I (hall only adopt a reform; or it may be 
u better to create a new fyftem of Mafonry for ourfelves; 
a or, may k not be tho't convenient to incorporate Ma- 
u fonry into our Order, and thus to make but one body 

* of them both. Time alone can decide this."* 

To relieve the founder from this ftate of indecifion, it 
was neceffanr that he fhould become acquainted with a 
tnan who laidlefs ftrefe on difficulties, and who knew how £ . *" 
to cut them fhort The demon who wields the fiery fword vni & ge ' 
of revolutions throws a Hanoverian Baron in his wav, of 
the name of Knigge, At this name every honeft Ger- 
man Mafeo will ftart back, as at the man who corrupted 
even the fraternal bagatelles ofrhc/ir/i degrees of Mafonry, 
and consummated the depravity of their impious Rolici u- 
cians. The honeft Brethren, in their indignation, would 
aJraoft forget Weifhaupt to overpower Knigge with the 
whole weight of their hatred^ and to heap on him alone 
all the opprobriumof the Lodges now become the great 
feminaries of Illuminifm* The truth obliges us to lay, 
that Pbihi-Knigge was no other than the worthy tod! of 
Spa rtaeus-W cxfhzupt in this grand intrufion. That which 
was executed by the one had long fince been conceived 
by the other; and, in all probability, had it not been for 
the profound combinations of the one, the wicked a^tiyi- 

* Original Writings, Letter $7 to Cato % March i >So. 
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<jf of the other would have proved fruidefs in its attetrlptt> 
—Unfortunately in the re -union of their baneful talents, 
were to be found all the requifitcs for the mod confum^ 
mate confpirators; in the one, for the dire&ing of the 
moft difaftrous of all Se£ts; in the other, for the propaga- 
tion of its myfteries and the recruiting of its confpiring 
bands* 

Weiihauptj like Satan, profoundly meditated the de- 
finition pf mankind, while Knigge may be compared to 
thofe Genii winged like die plague, ever hovering and im- 
patient to receive the Orders of the King of Hell to bend 
their courfe wherever he will point out evil to be done- 
Weifliaupt proceeds flowly in his combinations, weighs 
his refources, compares the different efTays, and, left he 
fhould miftake, defers and fufpends his choice. Knigge, 
in his levity, has fooner a&ed than deliberated; he fees 
where evil can be done; he does it, and is ready to found 
« retreat, fljQuld his firft attempts fail of fuccefs. The 
one forcfees the obftacles he may have to encounter, and 
fecks to evade them; the other proceeds boldly tn fpite 
of all) and looks on the time fpent in refle&ion as fo much 
loft from the execution* The former is aware of every 
fault that can impede his progrefs; the latter proceeds 
heedlefs of the faife fteps he may have taken* 

Encompaffed with darknefsj how great would have 
been the happinefs of Weifliaupt could he but have been 
gratified with a fight of the world in ruins, and that with- 
out being himfelf feen ! The confeioufnefs of his crimes 
would have been to him that grateful fenfation which vir- 
tue raifes in the honeft heart. The power of doing harm 
is more dear to him, than a celebrity which might have 
proved fatal to the execution of his plots* Knigge, on the 
contrary, {hows himfelf every where, meddles with every 
thing; his utmoft ambition was to appear to have been 
the agent in whatever was done. Both are impious, and 
both have fworn the overthrow of the laws; but Wei- 
fhaupt from the very beginning had laid down his prin- 
ciples > he had followed them through all their confe- 
quenccs ; his revolution is to be the accompliftiment of 
them all; and he will think his attempt frujtlefs, ihould 
a fingle law, focial or religious, eicape the raieral wreck* 
With Knigge, both his impiety and his plans of rebel- 
lion have had their gradual progreffion: he fucceffively 
auended ail the public and ocean fchools of the Infideli* 
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fy of the lge» He can vary his means and ada£t himfelf 
to the different chara&ers he has to deal with. He alfo 
wiflies for a revolution, but he will not lofe the occafion 
of one that offers, in hopes of that particular one which 
he wi(hes to operate* Where he cannot form an Atheift, 
he will form a Deift or a Sceptics as circumftances may 
require, he will aft the part of any fpecies of Sophiftcr,or 
engage in anv degree of rebellion. Weifhaupt wiflies to 
involve in univerfal ruin, religion, magistrates, fociety^ 
and property, that he may inftal his nomadt clans, his 
Men Kingiy and his Equality and Liberty. Knigge is 
content to deftroy left, provided he defpotically fways o- 
ver all that has efcaped deftru&ion. In the filent (hades 
of his retreat, the one has more accurately ftudied the 
nature of man, and has laid his plans for new-modelling 
human nature according to his views. The other is bet- 
ter acquainted with them from his habit of intrigue, and 
is eafier pleafed with the afcendancy he can require over 
them. In (hort, the former may be (aid to prepare his 
poifons with more art, while the latter retails them bet* 
tcr ; and between them they wield the mighty power ©f 
definition. 

When the common enemy of human nature brought 
thefc two fiends of rebellion in coutad with each other, 
they had already acquired all thofe habits and means which 
mud render their union fatal to mankind. The Hanove- 
rian Baron had been caft upon the earth nearly at the 
fame time that the Bavarian monfter had been engender- 
ed. His whole life appears to have been but one continu- 
ed preparation for the part he was to a& in feconding 
Weifhaupt, and particularly to open the gates of the 
Lodges from the North to the South, and from the Eaft 
to the weft, to receive the founder of Uluminifm, and de- 
liver over to him all thofe adepts who, trained by the 
higher royfteries of Mafonry, had long fince been pre- 
pared to receive thofe of the modern Sparta c us. 

Knigge informs us, that from his youth he had always 
had an invincible propeniity towards fecret focieties ; and 
that while a boy he had founded one of thofe little focie- 
ties fo common in the Proteftant Univcrfitics, and of 
which we have before fpoken. He had acquired this turn 
from his father, whom he had obfervedfpending his time 
in the itudy of tiie Mafonic Myfterics, and hi* money in 
Jthe vain pujrfuit of the Philofopucr 's Stone. The father's 
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gold had vaniihed in the crucible, and the fon reipad 

nothing but the drofs. No fooner had he attained the 
neceflary age, than he got himfelf made a Freemafon in 
one of thofe Lodges called of the St rift Obfervance. He 
rofe to the degree of Templar, that i6 to fay, of thofe Ma- 
Cons who, ft ill flattering themfelves with die hopes of re- 
covering the poffeflions of that once celebrated Order, 
diftribute in the mean time the different titles formerly 
borne by thofe Knights. Knigge became one of thew 
Brother Commanders under the title of Eques a Cygno 
% {Knight of tin Swan). Contrary to his expectations, 
he found this to be but an empty title without any emo- 
lument. Wi filing to make up for this deficiency, and 
ftill more aduated with the defire of acquiring that im- 
portance in the Lodges at leaft, which he could not ac- 
quire elfewbere, he made himfelf the difcipleofthe fa- 
mous Mountebank Schroeder at Marbourg. When 
in company with this Schroeder, or the Caglioftro of Ger- 
many, what man, as he (ays himfelf would not have 
been fired with zeal for Theofophy, Magic, and Alchyrny f 
Thefe were the myfterios of the Mafons of the Strift Ob- 
fervance. Violent, jamajtuai^ ana rejtiefs, as he describes 
himfelf, he at the age of five and twenty was a firm be- 
liever in all thefe myfteries ; he even pra&ifed all the 
evocations of fpirits, aud other follies of ancient and 
modern Cabal. Soon he began to doubt whether he reel* 
iy believed or vught to believe in all this ftuff* He flat* 
tered himfelf with the hopes that, in the midft of thefe 
enchantments and macic (bells, the chaos of his ideas would 
fubfide. To gain know! edge, and put his mind at cafe, 
he would wu.-^.y have gained admiffion into every Ma- 
ionic Lodge. He found means of getting admitted into 
" the higher degrees, procured the rareft and mofl myfteri- 
cusmanufcripis, and even ftudied all their different Seels.* 
Then, as if he wifhed to convert himfelf into a vaft em- 
porium of every error, he applied to the doctrines of the 
modern Sophifters, and thus plied his unfortunate brain 
on the one fide with all the delirious conceits of Cabal iftic 
Mafonry, and on the other with the impious dodrines of 
the felf-crcated Philofophers. His attempts at fortuue 
were fimilar to thofe he had made for the acquilition of 
fcience, nor was he more fucce&fuL— ~ A courtier without 

* See his Lad Obfervationi f P. «4. 
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fcvor, he deferts bis Prince to take the direction of a Play- 
boufe ; thence he accepts a commtffion in the fervicu of 
the Prince of Heffe Caffel ; but is foon difrtnfled, in con* 
fequence of the violence and reftleffuefs of his temper.-— 
He then turns author, and writes violent declamations 
againft the Roman Catholics; then, in confequence of 
feme hope of preferment (I know not what), he makes 
a public profeffion of their faith J but, not fucceeding as 
he hoped, he deferts them, abufes them more fcurriloufly 
than ever, takes part with the Proteftants, but writes in 
favor of Deifin.* Such had been the reftlefs education 
of the man who was to prove the moft worthy fupporter 
and the moft a&ive co-operator that Weifhaupt yet had 
found* 

By a ftrange coincidence, juft at the very time that 
thefe Confpirators met, Knigge had been projecting a 
conqueft of Mafonry, and had formed fuch plans for an 
univerfal confpiracy, that he fcarcely leaves the honor of 
invention to Weimaupt. The account given by Knigge 
will beft explain this coincidence. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1780 ; and a genera) 
afieinbly of Mafons had been convoked at Willemfbaden 
for the next year, under the protection of the Duke of 
Brunfwick and of the Landgrave of Heffe Cartel. « On 
44 the news of this," fays i>A//*-Knigge, u I caft an eye 
u on the immenfe multitude of brethren : I obferved it to 
w be compofed of men of all ftations in life, of noblemen, 
u of men of great riches, of great power, and alfoof Bre- 
u thren pouefltng great knowledge and a&ivity. I few 
tt thefe men all actuated by one common fer.timent, tho* 
« I could not very well conceive the obje& of their union. 
w I faw them all bound by an oath of the moft profound 
u fecrecy, without being able to form any better idea as 
« to the obje& of it 1 beheld them divided in their opi- 
u nions, nor could I comprehend on which fide the error 
" lay ; ftill left couM I furmife what had been the grand 
" obftacle that had impeded the advantages which man- 
* kind had reafbn to expe& from Freemafonry.-»Never- 
u thelcfs how great would thefe advantages have been, if 
u diftinguifhing adions from fpeculations, opinions had 
44 been left t« each individual, while a regular fyftem of 
" conduct was followed, perpetually tending towards tho 

* Set bb Laft Obfemtioni r P« »5« 
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c * advantage of humanity in general, and eft h$ Brtthrtm 

* in particular I Had they agreed on a fyftein of laws 
u for the mutual and general fupport of each other \ to 
u raife depreffed or obfcure merit; to fecond with all the 
" power and influence of Mafonry all plans for general 
gi utility; to favor the advancement of the Brethren ; fo 
'* meafure out the different employments in the State to 
** the B? etbren^ according to their capacities, and in pro- 
** portion as they fhould have profited of the advantages 
€ * to ke reaped from secret societies in the arts of 
" knowing men and of governing them yuitlxut con* 
*Jlraint."* 

« Meditating and mufing on thefc ideas," continue! 
« Knigge, a 1 had refolved on all my plans of reform, 
« and had fent them to Willemfbaden. I received polite 
« anfwers \ they pramifed to take my work in^o confide- 
« ration at the general meeting, that was about to be held. 
« But I foon had reafon to believe, that the benevolent 
« and difmterefted views of the illuftrious chiefs and pro- 
« tedors of Mafonry would be but very ill feconded ; that 
« partial views and difcordant interests would play off 
« every artifice to make the fyftems of particular Se£b 
« predominate i and I forefaw how difficult it would bt 
« to make one cap fit fo many heads* Meanwhile I com* 
« municated my plans to different Mafons, and repeated- 
« lye^preffed my fears; when, in July 1780,! made ac- 
" quaintance with Diamedes (the Marquis of Conftan- 
« zu) in a Lodge at Fiankfort on the Mcin, who had 
<* been fent from Bavaria by the II lu minces to eftablifh 
« new Colonies in the Proteftant States, I informed him 
«* of my views with refpedt to a general reform of Free- 
«* mafonry; and that, perfectly convinced of the inutility 
« of the meeting at Willemfbaden I had refolved to work 
tt at the eftablifbment of my fyftem feconded by a few 
" Mafons my particular friends, and who were fpread 
« throughout Germany. After having heard me explain 
u rav intentions, why," faid he, ** fhould you give your- 
c< felf the trouble to found a new fociety, when there al- 
" ready exifts one which has undertaken all that fou wifh 
a to do, which can in every way gratify your thirft for 

* knowledge, and open a wide field for your activity and 
9 defire of being ufeful; a fociety, in fhort, which i% i$ 

• gee his Laft Obfcry^tiom, f. a?. 
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*f pofTeflion of all the fciences and all the authority ncces* 
41 iary for the accompWhmeat of your obje&."* 

The Marquis was$orre&; for there exifted a mod 
ftriking coincidence between die plots of his matter and 
thofe propofed by Knigge to raife depreffed or obfeure 
merit, and fuccor fuffering virtue ; to teach the adepts 
the art of knowing men; to conduct mankind to happi- 
nefs, and to govern them without their perceiving it— 
Like Knigge, Weifhaupt alfo had invented that invi- 
fible concatenation which, proceeding from the tene- 
brous meeting of his lurking fenate, was to extend its 
ramifications over every clais of citizens, and, dictating 
laws frorn thefe dark receffes, the Brotherhood was to 
leave no art untried to caufe diem to be promulgated by 
the councils of the Prince, f Thus far the two Arch* 
cbnfpirators follow the fame plan ; but the truth is, that 
Weifhaupt only feeks power to deftroy, and gives laws 
but to annihilate every law ; while !Vji7*-»Knigge wili 
look upon nations as diffidently free, provided he can but 
fubject their magiftrates and rulers to the decrees of the 
Mafonic Lodges ; though the Liberty, therefore, fough| 
by the one be the death of focicty, that of the other will 
be its eternal fhame. Two fuch men could not long re* 
main fepacate; pride may give rife to temporary difagree- 
ments ; but they will co-operate fufficiently for tlje mifor 
ry of mankind, 

Knigge could fcarcely e*prefs the joy and aftontfh* 
jjient with which he learned that the plans he had con* 
ceived were already executing. He threw himfelf into 
the arms of the Illuminizing Apoftle, and immediately 
received the degrees of Candidate, of Novice, and was 
even admitted into the Mineryal Academy. Wei* 
fhaupt foon fejt the importance of fuch an acquifitionj 
though in Revolutionary Impiety he found Knigge even 
more advanced than he wifted. This latter immediately 
£bt to work for the Iilurhjnees with as much zeal as if he 
had been profecuting his own plan, and took upon him* 
felf the mi (Eon on which Diomedes had been fent. Ne* 
ver had Illuminifm beheld fo active and fo insinuating 4 

K 

* See his taft Obfervatioos, P. 3*. 
+ Original Writings, fir ft Statutes of the lUuroiaee, *|)4 
Jnftruftigns for the Regpm. 
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Recroiter. The lift of Novices and Brethren was fwoU 
len with amazing rapidity, nor did he, like Weifhaupt, 
merely enlifl: youths coming from the College, but men 
who had attained'the age of maturity, and whofe impiety 
was already known to him. — He more particularly fe- 
hQcd thofe whom in tire Lodges he hadobferved to have 
a greater propenfity for the Occalt Myfteries. 

Weifhaupt in his firft furprize could not help admir- 
ing his new Apoftk ; and thus extols him to his Areopa- 
gttes: " Pbi/o-Km%ge alone does more than all of you 
u PHt together could even hope to do. . . . Philo is the 
" matter from whom you all fhoidd take leflbns. . . . 
tc Give me only fix fuch men, and I will engage to change 
" the whole face of the univerfe."* The grand point 
which gave Weifhaupt fo much pkafure was the difcove- 
fv of that generation of men who were already prepared 
for his plots, and which in part difpenfed with the labo- 
rious education he had found neceflary for the preparation 
of youth ; and indeed we foon after fee him inftruding 
his recruiters to follow Knigge*s method of proceeding. f 
Nor was he lefs plcafed to fee the Se£t daily gaining 
ground, and that without any violence, in thofe very 
Lodges which he wifhed fo much to reduce under his 
fubjedtion. "This rapid fuccefs, however, gave rife to 
dffficulttes which muft have difgufted any other man j. but- 
Knigge was exactly the perfon to remedy them. 

Tricked by the Apoftolic Marquis, as the latter had 
been before by Weifhaupt, with regard to the antiquity, 
omnifcience, and power of Illuminifm, Knigge had only 
been admitted as yet to the preparatory degrees \ nor had 
he the lead fufpicion that the remaining degrees had n*> 
exiftence but in the brain or portfolio of the modern 
ftpartacus. He expected grand myfteries; he afked for 
them, both in his own name and in the name of the Old 
Mafons who were not to be treated like boys from the 

college in their Jtfinerval Academy Weifhaupt had 

fecourfe to all thofe fubterfugos by which he had hereto- 
fore fuccecded in keeping his pupils in hifpenfe with rea- 
ped to the higher myfteries ; and the more he extolled 
them by afking for new trials the more prefling Knigge 

* Original Writings, Vol. I.Let. 5 6, and Lafl ObGenauojif , 

T. 49- 

, f Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 7*. 
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became, -who told him that fuch trials might-he nereffary 
in the Catholic countries, but were by no means Jb-in tb'e 
P rat eft ant ones, where the fpirit of Philofophy had made 
a much greater progrefs.*— -Weifhaupt continued to fhift 
hit ground, and Knigge became more preffi ng in his de- 
mands. — The old Mafans, famous for deCyphering the 
hieroglyphics, aflced for fome which might anfwer to the 
enthufiafm with which he had infpired theni. They 
threw out hints of abandoning him as an impoftor who 
bad deluded them with idle promifes, unlefs he kept his 
word with themj and Uluminifin muft have been irrepa- 
"bly undone had fo many Brethren abandoned him under 
that perfuafion, Tbefe perpetual felicitations at length 
forced Weifhaupt's fecret from him: " His letters (fays 
a Knigge) at length informed me, that this Order, pro r 
tt feffedly fo ancient, had no other cxiftence than rn his 
a own head, and in the preparatory clajfes he had efta- 
" bltfhed in the Catholic countries; but that he had a 
tt large quantity of excellent materials for the higher de- 

* grees. In making this avowal he begged me to pardon 
« his little finefle ; for (faid he) I have fought in vain af- 

* ter worthy co-operators ; no perfon has ever entered fo 
u deeply into my views as you have ; nor has any perfon 
tt feconded me with fo much a&ivity. tie told me, that 
a I was a man fent from Heaven ty tecond him in his 
11 undertaking ; that he threw himfelf upon my honor, 
u and was wiUing to give me up all his papers; and that 
K in future, not looking upon himfelf as my fuperior, he 
** would be content to work under my direction; that the 

* Brethren were expecting me in Bavaria, where all the 
u aeceflary fteps could be agreed upon, and that they were 
a ready to pav my expenfes there, "f 

Had Weifnaupt thought Knigge to be a man lefs tb 
he depended upon, this would have been the only error 
we fbould have feen this confpiring genius fall into. He 
mail have been the only man on earth who could have 
looked upon his higher degrees and means of (eduction as 
incomplete. The myfteries and the difcourfe for the ile- 
£re*of Epopt were finifhed; all that has been laid before 
thereader on this degree was already compofed ; % Knigge 

* Laft Obfervations of Phih* from P. 35 to <$. 
t Laft Obfervatioijs of PAifo, frcr.i P. ;>; to 55. 
X See the original of ibis difcourfe in the Oiiginai Writiag*, 
Vol. II, Part M. 
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fhaV have ornamented the impiety and diforgan! ting prin * 
Ciples; but neither Knigge nor all the powers of hell 
could have added to them. The fame may be faid of the 
means of fedu&ion. All the cunning of the Inftnuators 
and directing Illumine es is to be found either in his firft 
degrees, or in the inftruflion for the Provincials; his ir* 
tefolution can only be attributed to the immenfity of his 
powers for feduftion whicih no Other perfon but himfelf 
could conceive. Hence he Was led to fuppofe that what 
he had done was incomplete, becaufe he thought he could 
do it ftill better. In a word, had he fent his code as it was, 
fcnigge would "have profited of what had been completed, 
&nd would never eV£n have furmifed that he could have 
perfected it. Elated to a great degree at the idea of ex* 
tricating from a difficulty a man whofe plofc> and lyftems 
fo perfectly coincided with his own, he haftened to his 
fuccor. He had foon run over all the papers that Wei- 
fliaupt entrufted him with; made his appearance at the 
Council of the Areopagites ; and in a few days got thd 
better of all their irrefolutiort With refpeft to the divifioh 
of clafles and degrees, and of the higher and lower mys* 
teries. The chief point, and which in thefe circumftan* 
ces required an immediate decifion, was to know what 
rank fhould be given to the Freemaibns in the Order, as 
a mode of facilitating the general intrufion into the Lodg- 
es- Knigge had already proved that they might entirely 
rely on him as to tbe number of Mafonic brethren to be 
gained over to Illuminifm ; his vote carried the pointy 
a*id the Intermediary C/afs of Mafonry was irrevocab^ 
determined. 

About this time the Deputies of the Lodges flocked 
from all parts to Willemfbaden. It was an object of great 
importance for Weifhaupt and his Council, that no fteps 
inimical to their views on Mafonry fhould be taken at 
that aflembly.— - To obtain an account of all their pro- 
ceedings, Pbih had taken care to have Minos named a 
. deputy. As to himfelf, he preferred being in the neigh- 
borhood of the congrefs, there to watch its motions, and 
only to act by his agents. He had received full powers 
from Weifhaupt and the Council of Areopagites to take 
fuch ftcps as circumftances might require. 

The article which required the grcateft expedition was> 
to complete the higher parts of the code, and to decide ort 
\vhat degrees were to be given to the Mafons* who WOW 
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too far advanced in the myfteries to be fubjefted to the tri* 
als of the Mi nerval School; andKnigge had fpeedily exe- 
cuted this firft part of his miffion. His adive pen had foun 
made choice of its materials from Weifhaupt's portfolio. 
According to his agreement with the Areopagites, he left 
all die preparatory degrees, fuch as Novice^ Minerval^ 
and Minor Illumtnee^ which had already been conferred 
6fi feveral of the adepts, in their primitive ftate. It had 
alfo been agreed, that the firft three degrees of Mafonry 
(now become the intermediary degrees of Illuminifm) 
mould not be touched. He united the Major 111 u mi nee 
to the Scotch degrees. In the degree of Epopt and Re- 
gent, he condenfed every feditious and impious principle, 
as well as every article that he could, find in Weifhaupt's 
works; and hence arofe that aftoniihing code already 
inveftigated in the foregoing volume. 

It was not long before Weifliaupt again gave way to 
his irrefolution ; for he was always inventing foime new 
art of fedu&ion; but while he was deliberating Knigge 
Was a&ing. The fuccefs of the fecond part of his miffion, 
or his views on the Mafons of Willemlbaden, entirely 
depending on the final determination of the myfteries for 
the degrees of Epopt and Regent , Weifliaupt was prefs- 
ed once more, and, approving the whole, hefigned ant 
fea led them with the grand feal of the Order. 

Knigge now had only to attend to his miffion at Wil~ 
kmlbaden. We fhall foon follow him to that Congrefs of 
Mafonry ; but we muft firft explain to our readers of 
what fpecies of men this grand aflembly was compofed ; 
and what the great agents were, that had already prepa- 
red the fuccefs and enfured the triumph of the new mys- 
teries over thofe of Freemafonry.* 

* For the whole of this chapter, fee the Lad Obfervationt 
bf Philo* from P. 55 to 113 ; alfo his firft Letter to Cat*, Ori- 
ginal Writings, Vol. II. and his convention with the Areopa- 
gites, Ibid* 
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CHAP. IV. 



Congrefs of the Freemafons at Willemfbaden — Of their 
divers Seels, and particularly of that of the Tbeofophi* 
phical Illumine a. 

IT was by no means the deputies of an infignificant 
fociety that were flocking from all parts of the uni- 
verfe to Willemfbaden. Ac that period, many mafonfc 
conceived their numbers to amount to three millions of 
brethren ; and the Lodge de la Candeur at Paris, in its 
Circular Letter of the 31// May y 1782, fuppofes that 
France alone contained one million. Doctor Stark (one 
of the moil learned writers of the Order) in his work on 
the ancient and modern myfteries, pofitively fays, that at 
the lowcft computation the number of mafons at that time 
rnufi hav£ amounted to one million.* Let the hlftorian 
abide by this eft i mate, let him be ever fo partial, yet at 
the fight of thefe deputies fent by a Secret Society com- 
posed of at leaft a million of adepts, all flocking to their 
myfterious congrefs, what ferious reflections muft arife, 
and how important the confideration both to nations and 
their rulers ! • 

What inconceivable motive is it then that draws forth 
thefe agents and deputies from all parts of the globe, from 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, agents of men aB 
bound by the oath of fecrecy, both as to the nature of their 
aflbciation and the object of their myfteries ? What in- 
tentions can actuate, what plans are brought by thefe de- 
puties of fo formidable an aflbciation fecretly fpreading 
its ramifications around us, throughout town and coun- 
try, creeping into our habitations, and encompaiflng em- 
pires? What do they meditate, what are they going 
10 combine either for or againft nations ? If they thus 
'convene for the general good of humanity, and the wel- 
fare of nations, whence do they derive their right of deli- 
berating on our religion, morals, or governments ? Who 
has entruited them with our inteiefls-f Who has fubjeci- 

# Chap. 15. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORICAL PART. 79 

ed the worW to their decrees, and their pretended wifitom > 
Who has told them that we wifli to ad, to think, or to be 
governed according to their decifions and fcbterraneous 
machinations ; or in their language according to their 
induftr'ious and fecret influence. 

Should their plans be confpiracies, arifing in a wifli to 
change the nature of our worfhip and of our laws, inft- 
dious Brethren, perfidious citizens, by what right do you 
pretend to live among us as children of the fame fociety, 
or fubje& to the fame magiftrates ? 

But (hould it neither be for nor agairtft nations, (hould 
their only object be to draw more clofe the bonds of their 
fraternity, to propagate their benevolence, and their gene- 
ral love of mankind, then will I anfwer, Amufe the popu- 
lace with fuch bubbles, ad Populum Pbaleras ! What! 
you that live on the banks of the Thames or of the Ta- 
gus, in the plains watered by the Tiber or Viftula, are yott 
to emigrate to the Rhine or to the Elbe, there in the dark 
abodes of Mafbnry to coalefce and deliberate with men 
whom you have never before feen nor will ever meef 
again ? There is great occafion for you to go there to 
learn how to love and fuccor thofe with whom you daily 
cohabit ! The Englifhman, the Ruffian, or the Ameri- 
can, is to go and bury himfelf in a German Lodge to 
learn how to be charitable at home !— The voice of na- 
ture and of the Gofpel then is only to be heard within 
the fecret receffes of Mafonry? Or are we to be told, 
that men have braved the dangers of the Ocean and croft- 
ed whole empires to affift at a fraternal banquet, thereto 
drink a toaft given in a %ig-zag or afquare', or perhaps 
to chant fome hymns facred to innocent Equality; and 
that for thefe harmlefs amufements they (hould have cho- 
fen a den only worthy of the deepeft confpirators ! Let 
them find other pretences, or not wonder of being fufpect- 
ed of confpiring. Such language every citizen, every 
magiftrate, every foverelgn, was entitled to hold to theie 
deputies flocking to Willemfbaden. Happy would it 
have been for Mafonry had fuch language been held; for 
it might have faved the' Brethren the eternal fhame of hav- 
ing become the vile inftruments and accomplices of Wei- 
(haupt. 

Had any religious body, had even die Bifhops of the 
church, held a general meeting, the civil power, without 
doubt, would have ufcd its rijjht of fending its commiili^ 
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ries to fuch a meeting,and they would hare been infthiA* 
ed to watch, left under pretence of debating on eccleiias- 
ticaJ affairs, the right of the ftate (hould be infringed,—. 
But all governments permitted the mafons peaceably to 
proceed to the congrefs of Willemlbaden. The brethren 
even had paflpdrts from the civil powers. For more than 
fix months did thefe deputies deliberate in their imtnenio 
Lodge, without any fovereign harboring the leaft fufpi- 
cion as to his own fafety, or that of his people. They 
all relied on thofe princes who were themfelvjs initiated 
in the myfteries of Mafonry ; they were in air probability 
ignorant that Brethren of that rank are but partially ad* 
mitted to the fecrets of the Sett ; nor were they aware, 
that great names are only cloaks under which fecret Soci- 
eties often confpire againft their very prote&ors. They 
had not conceived, that the only means of efcaping the 
vengeance of fuch focieties was to tolerate noni, 
not even thofe that are known to be innocent; for the 
confpirattT) ever watchful, can have no more favorable 
opportunity of affuming the garb of innocence, than in 
thefe fecret receffes, where (boner or later he will find 
means of involving the undefigning members in his crimi- 
nal plots. 

Sovereigns were equally ignorant of the ftate in which 
Mafonry was at the time of the too famous meeting of 
Willemlbaden; had they but known it, theutmoft feve- 
rity might have become a duty on them. To judge by 
the writings of the $e&, it never had been left difpofed 
to a reform, which fome it would feem wifhed to promote, 
and which Sir Andrew Michael Ramfcy, a Scotch Baro- 
net, had attempted to bring about forty years before; nor 
is it clear that the reform he had attempted was fa- 
vorable to religion. In order to unite the efforts of the 
Brethren towards fome ufeful obje&, he had conceived 
the plan of an Encyclopaedia, which was to have been 
executed by all the learned Mafons of the world.* If the 
pofthumous works attributed to Ramfay are really his 
(fuch as The Philofophical Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion and of Revelation, printed under his name in 1749, 
fix years after his death) I could not venture to (ay, that 
he had not forgotten the greater part of thofe leffons which 
he {iad received from Fenelon, or that the Mafonic En- 

9 See Dor auf gczogeue vorhang der Prey Maurery, P. aoi« 
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cyclopaedia would have been a belter work than that ex- 
ecuted by the Sophifters D'Alembert and Diderot; nei- 
ther would I rouch that any reform was intended at that 
time in the ancient my fteriet of the Lodges, other than 
the tntrodu&ion of many antichriftian errors, together 
with thofe of the Metempfichofis. But, whatever may 
kave been the reform proje&ed by Ramfay, every thing 
denoted that that which the Brethren were about to accom- 
pli(h at Wilhemfbadcn would be no other than the con* 
iummation of the myfteries or plots of the Roficrucians. 
(See Note at the end of the Chapter). In reality, thefe 
myfteries as well as thofe' of the Scotch Knights had on* 
U been new modelled, the better to meet the withes of the 
dophifters, and of the Impoftors of the age. In France 
alone, under the fucceffivc prote&ion of the Princes of 
Clermont, 06 Conti, and of the Duke of Orleans, all 
Grand Matters of the Order, the Clermont $is Brethren, 
the African Brethren, the Knights if the Eagle, the A* 
deft, the Sublime Philofopher, were fo many national in- 
ventions added to Mafonry; and all thefe degrees were 
fteps towards our Revolution, In Germany we fee Ra- 
ft combining all thefe French inventions with the ancient 
Scotch myfteries; the Baron Hund and Shubard fubdi- 
viding Mafonry into the Strifi Observance and the Lax 
Obfervance. Under the name of Templar Mafons,\t dai- 
ly beheld new degrees invented, more and more threaten* 
ing to Kings and Pontiffs, who had fuppreffed the Tem- 
plars, There alfo appeared the Phyfician Zinnendorf % 
and with him were introduced the modern Roficrucians 
from Sweden, and their new myfteries of the Cabal \ 
while the impoftor Jaeger was propagating his at Ratis- 
boru 

There was not one of thefe new mafonic Se&s that 
did not revive fome ancient fyftem of impiety or rebellion. 
But the worft of the whole clan wafr a fort of Illumineef 
calling themfelves Theofophs, whom I find continually 
confounded by fome people with thofe of Weifhaupt.— • 
They are certainly no better; but they are a different 
Se&. The neceffity under which I lie to diftinguifh them, 
left the hiftorian fhould be milled, obliges me to trace 
diem to their origin, and to give a fhort account of their 
myfteries. 

All the Tbeofophical Illuminees of this age in England, The 
France, Sweden, or Germany, have drawn their princi* Tbeofo* 

L 
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r>h'ctl II- pies frdm the Baron Emmanuel Swedenborg. This namcy 

r^we-*' t0 be fure> docs not feena to <,CfK>tc the fodder of a Se&. 
dcnborgi- SweJcnboFg^ became one, perhaps, without dreaming of 
anMalbof. my ^ uc ^ thing, and through one of thofe extraordinary 
incidents which Providence in an age of impiety permits, 
to humble the pride of our Sophifters. He was fcn of the 
Lutheran Bifhop of Skara, and was born at Upfal i» 
l6S8. After having paffed the greater part of his life it* 
the moft incongruous purfuits, as a Poet, a Philosopher, 
a Metaphyfician, a Mineralogift, a Sailor, a Divine, and 
an Aftronomer, he. was attacked by one of thofe violent 
fevers which leave the organs of the human frame in a. 
very deranged ftate.* His meditations or rather reve-* 
rics, took the form of thole fpeculations to which he had 
foroierly been adiii&ed, on the Infinite, the Creation,, the 
Spirit, Matter, God, and Nature. All on a fudden he 
thvHJght himielf infptred, and fent by God to reveal new 
'truths. The following is the account he gives of bis 
apoftleihip. 

"> I was one day dining very late at my hotel in Lon- 
*< don, and I ate with great appetite, when at the end of 
" my repait [ perceived a fort of fog which obftru£ted my 
f c view, and my floor was covered with hideous reptiles. 
tt They difappeared, the darknefs was difperfed* and I 
« plainly faw, in the midft of a bright light, a.man fitting 
.« in the corner of my room, who faid in a terrible voice, 
«* Do not eat Jo much. At thefe wards my fight was be- 
^'dimmed; but I regained it little by little, and, then 
* tt found that I was alone. The next night, the fame man, 
«< refplendent with light, ftood before me, and laid: / am 
" the Lord) Creator, and Redeemer; I have ebofen you 
" tq explain to men the interior and fpiritual fenfe of 
" the Jacred Scriptures. I will diclate what you Jhall 
u write. This time I was not affrighted; and the light, 
" though very vivid, did not affedfc my fight. The Lord 
u was clothed in purple, and the vifion continued for a 
« quarter of an hour. This very night the eyes of my 
" interior were opened and enabled to fee into heaven, 
u into the world of fpirits, into hell, in which places I 

# T do not fee that any of his adepts have mentioned thi» 
illnefs ; but indeed F am not furprized at it. I quote it on the 
authority of a Phyfician, who learned it from fcrcrai other 
PuyficiaQS of London. 
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* found many of my acquaintances, feme who had been 
u Jong fince dead, others only a fliort time."* 

This vifion would appear more worthy of a man to 
whom one might fay in a left terrible voice, Do not eatfo 
much) but rather,* indeed, Do not drink Jo much. Swe- 
denborg declares it to have been in the year 1745. He 
lived till 1772* perpetually writing new volumes of his 
revelations, travelling every year from England to Swe- 
den, and daily from earth to heaven or to hell. It requires 
exceeding great patience to wade through all thefe works ; 
and when one has ftudied them, it is difficult to form an 
idea of their author. In this Theofophical ilkimineefome 
will behold a man in a conftant delirium ; others will trace 
the Sophifter and Infidel j while others again will take 
him for an impofter and hypocrite. Is it the madman, 
the vUionary madman in the regions of Folly, that is 
fought ? Let the reader follow him in his frequent jour- 
nies to the world of fpirits, or let him have the patience 
to hear him tell what he has fcen. On one fide he (hews 
us aparadife perfe&ly corresponding with the earth, and 
the angels doing every thing in the other world that men 
do in this. On the other, he describes heaven and its 
plains, its forefts, its rivers, its towns, and its provinces ; 
he then proceeds to the fchools for infant angels ; to the 
universities for the learned angels ; to fairs tor the com-' 
mercial angels, and particularly for the English and Dutch 
angels. The Spirits are male and female; they marry,' 
and Swedenhorg was prefent at a marriage. This mar- 
riage is celeilial ; a but," fays he, a we are not to infer 
u that the celeftial couples are unacquainted with volup- 
" tuoufnefs. . . • The propenfity to unite, imprinted 
u by the Creator, exifts in the fpiritual bodies y as it docs 
** in the material bodies. The angels of both fexes are 
** always in the moft .peifedl ftate of beauty, youth, and 
** vigor. They enjoy therefore the utmoft voluptuoufnefs 
u of conjugal love, and that to a much greater degree than 

* it is poifible -for mortals."-)- 

From this delirium let us proceed to the importer 

The whole life and writings of Swedenhorg depofeagai nit 
him. To begin with his writings, it is always God or 

*• See the Preface to the Abridgement of Swedenborg's Works. 

+ Swedenborg on the celeftial Jerufalem — of the fpiritual 
voifld — of -the EngliAi— of the Dutch, 6cc— Arc. Heaven. 
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an angel that fpeaks. Every thing that he tells us he bar 
feen m heaven himfelf, and he is at liberty to go there as 
often as he pleafes. He has fpirits at his command; and 
they reveal to him die moft fecret tranfadtons. The 
Princefs Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, fends to confidt him 
why her brother the Prince of Pruffia had died without 
anfwering a certain letter which (he had written to hira. 
Swedenborg promifes to confult the deceafed. The fol- 
lowing day he returns, and addreffes himfelf as follows te 
the Queen : " Your brother appea/ed to me laft nighty 
<( and ordered me to inform you, that he had notanfwer- 
u ed your letter becaufe he difapproved your conduct, be- 
" caufe your imprudent politics and your ambition were 
" the caufes of the effufton of blood. I command you 
" therefore in his name to meddle no more in ftate af- 
Ci fairs, and particularly not any more to excite troubles 
* to which you would fooner or later fall the victim."—- 
The Queen was aftoniflied ; Swedenborg told her things 
that (he alone and the deceafed could know; and the re- 
putation of the prophet was much increafed. For my 
readers to form their judgment, it will be fufficient ftwr 
them to know that the letter the Queen had written had 
been intercepted by two Senators, who profited of this 
occafion to give her the above leflbn through the medium 
of Swedenborg.* 

Take another trait of the Impoftor : — The Countefs 
of Mansfield is afraid of having to pay a fum of money a 
fecond time, the receipt being miflaid at her hulband's 
death. She confults Swedenborg, and in the name of the 
deceafed he comes to acquaint her where the receipt was 
to be found; He could very cafily give the information 

* See Mr. Rollig's letter in the MonatShrtfft of Berlin, Ja- 
nuary, 1788. When the difcipJes of Swedenborg faw Mr. 
Rollig's ietter appear, they gave a new turn to the ftory. It 
was no longer the Queen questioning Swedenborg about the 
letter ; (he hmply afked, Whether he had feen her brother ? Swe- 
denborg is laid at the end of a week to return to the Queen, 
and tell her things that fhl believed herfelf to be alone conver- 
sant with, after the deceafe of the Prince. This contrivance 
gives a whole week in place of a day to prepare the tiick. I 
now learn a third ; according to De Mainauduc, the letter was 
icarcely written when Swedenborg, without even feeing it» 
divines the objeel and dictates the anfwer before hand. When 
this fche.me is exploded, it i* to be hoped that the brethren 
will invent another. 
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to before, for he had found the receipt in a book which 

bad been returned him by the Count. It was the Queen 

Ulrica who gave this natural explanation of the fadt ; yet 

file is neverthelefs quoted by the difciples as an authority 

to prove the miracle.* Certainly we have fliown enough 

of the impoftor; but the important perfon for our canfi* 

deration is the Illuminizing law-giver, the Sophifter of 

Impiety; and Swedenborg's character partakes much 

more of this than is generally fuppofed. His manner 

would lead us to think that his hypocrify was not inferior 

to his impiety. Never did any man ipeak more of the 

love of God and of the love of his neighbor; never did 

any perfon more frequently quote the Prophets and the 

Scriptures; or affedt more refpeft for Chrift and more 

zeal for Chriftianity ; never aid any one better affume 

the character and tone of afincere, religious, and upright 

man : Neverthelefs, I muft fay, never did any man (how 

more duplicity and impiety; never did any one conceal 

the moft refolute defign of annihilating Chriftianity and 

every Religion, under the mafk of zeal, more completely 

than he did. Let all his followers proteft againft this as- 

fertion ; to expofe the two fyflems of their mailer will am* 

ply fuffice to juftify the imputation. I fay two fyjlems % 

becaufe as Swedenborg always had twofenfes, the one in~ ♦ 

Urnal and allegorical, the other external or literal, to 

explain and overthrow the Scriptures; fo he has alio tw§ 

fyflems, the one apparent for fools and dupes; the other 

fecret and hidden, and referved for the adepts ; the one 

tending only in appearance to reform Chriftianity on the 

reveries of Dcifm ; the other leading to all the Impiety of 

Athtifm, Spinofifm,Fanaticifm, and Mater ialifm. 

I lament with my readers, that fuch is the nature of 
our revolutions, that to know and unfold their caufes it is 
neceiTary to ftudy manifold Sedts, and wade through dis. 
gulling fyftems. Few people are aware of the multitude 
of Antichriftian, impious, and tenebrous factions that had 
overrun the earth to prepare the advent of our difafters« 
I myfelf for a long time defpifed thefe Tbeofopbical Illu- 
minees. But I found them at Wilhemfbaden; and the 
part they a&ed at firft in concurrence with Weiihaupt, 



* Preface to the Abridgment of Swedenborg's Works — the 
Edition of them by Pernctti— Effay on the Illurninecs written 
by Mirabeau, Note 8. 
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and afterward in union with him, obliged me to inVefti~ 
gate their Sect; and my reader muft have a (hort and pre- 
Sweden* cife idea ef each of their two fyftems. The firft, which 
horg's J ca jj apparent^ is compiled for men who ftill wifli to 
fyftem. n P re ferve the words God, Religion, Spirit, Heaven, and 
Hell 5 but who, fwerving from Chriftianity, are aban- 
doned by the Almighty to all the abfurdities and follies 
of Anthropomorphism* For fuch perfons S wedenborg has 
on worlds, invented two worlds, the one invifihle and fpiritual, the 
other vifible and natural. Each of thefe worlds has the 
firm of a man ; together they compound the univerfe, 
which has alfo the firm of a man. 

The fpiritual world comprehends Heaven ; the World 
of Spirit $1 and Hell This Heaven, World of Spirits, 
and Hell, are formed to the Image of Man, that is to lay 
of God himfelf. 
OB God. F° r God is alfo man\ indeed it is only the Lord or God, 
that can be properly called man.- — This God man is «*- 
created, infinite, prefent every where by his humanity— 
Though God and Man at the fame time, he is but of one 
nature, one effence, and particularly but one in perfon. — 
It is true, there is a God the Father, a God the Son, and 
a God the Holy Ghoft^ but Jefus Chrift alone is the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, according as he man- 
ifcfts himfelf by the creation, redempti on,or fan&ifica- 
tion 5 and the Trinity of perfons in God, according to 
S wedenborg, is an impiety which has produced many 
ethers. 

This do&rine againft the Trinity is one of thofe arti- 
cles to which the Sophifter and his difciples mod fre- 
quently advert, and particularly inAft upon, even in their 
Catechifms for children. 
*q Man. Though we are to believe the exiftence of but one na- 
ture and of one perfon in this God-Man, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghojl, yet in each man we are to conceive two 
diftindt men ; the one fpiritual and interior, the other 
exterior and natural. The Man-fpirit or interior, has 
a heart, lungs, feet and hands, and all the different parts 
©f the human frame, which belong to the vifible arid ex- 
terior man.* 

* Every thing that is (aid here of this fyftem is extracted 
either from ihe Works of Swedenhorg» which 1 have in my 
pofTtflion t fuch as his DoUrine of ike K&w JerufaUm, Us Sps^ 
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There are alfo three diftinct things in every man, the 
b$dy> the foul, and the fpirit. We are all acquainted with 
the body, and S*edenborg makes no change in it; but 
his fpirit is that interior man y who has a hearty lungs ^ 
and afpiritual body entirely modelled on the natural bo- 
dy. But the fiuLi that is the man himfelf, children receive 
from their father $ thtbodj is the envelope and is of the 
mother. 

Notwithftanding this body, this fpirit, and this foul,* ve- 
ry thing that man thinks or that he wills is infufed into 
him through the influence of Heaven or of HelL " He im- 
u agines that his thoughts are actually his own, and his 
tt volition in himfelf and from himfelf, while neverthelefs 
44 the whole is infufed into him. Jf he believed the real 
a raft, he would not then appropriate evil actions to him- 
u felf, for he would reject- them from himfelf to 'Hell, 
tt whence they come. Neither would he appropriate to 
u himfelf good actions, and for that reafon would pretend 
" to no merit from them. He would be happy; he would 
11 fee according to the Lord, the Good and the Evil ;"* 
or, in other words, he will find that he is mafter neither 
of his thoughts nor actions; that he is deprived of free- 
agency, and that he can neither merit nor demerit. 

This poor being who fo grofsly miftakes himfelf whea 
be believes himfelf to be thinking or acting of himfelf, 
has alio, fallen into a multitude of other religious errors, 
becaufe he does not rightly under ft and the facred fcrip~ 
tures. In the Books of Revelation every thing is allego- 
rical^ every thing has two fenfes, the one cele/lialjfpirit- 
ualy interior; the other, natural^ exterior, literal. It is 
from not having underftood the fpiritual and celeftial 
fenfe that Chriftians have believed in the Son of God 
made Man, and in his death on the Crofs for the Re- 
demption of mankind. Swedenborg, one day prefent in 
Heaven at a great council, heard and repeats thefe words 
of an angel, who was a great divine: " How is it poffible 
" that the Chriftian world can abjure found reafon, and 
" rave to fuch a degree as to eftablifh the fundamental 

ritual World* his Apocalypfe Revealed; or from divers abridg- 
ments of his Works in Fceoch and Engli(h, made by his difci- 

ples. 

* Eztract.from the New Jerufalem and from the A 1 cans, 
-<fr7. iNFLUENCfi, No. 377. 
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" principles of their belief on paradoxes of fuch a nature, 
<* which evidently militate againft the divine eiTence, the 
<c divine love, the divine wiiilom, the omnipotence, and 
* the univeral prefence of God ? What he is fuppofed 
u to haVe done, a good matter would not have done againft 
a his fcrvnnts, nor even a wild beaft againft its young !"* 
The fame angel told him many other things, which over- 
turn all the remaining articles of the Chriftian belief.—* 
One point in particular he afferts, which mud give plea- 
(lire to the wicked, when he teaches them to feoff at Hell, 
particularly when he fays, that it is contrary to the di+ 
vine effenct to deprive a ftngle man of his mercy ; that the 
whole of thofe dottrines are contrary to the divine na~ 
ture^ which the Chriftian world does notfeem to be aware 

iff 

Another part of the doctrine which muft be alfo very 
acceptable to the wicked, is the (late with which Swe- 
denborgflatters them in the other world, and the time he 
gives them after death to gain Heaven. According to 
his new Gofpel, the inftant that man believes to be that 
of his death, is the moment of his refurre&ion ; and no 
other refurrection is allowed of. At that very inftant be 
appears in thejpiritual world under tf>e human form, ex* 
actly as if he was in this world; under this form he be- 
comes an angel, and no other angels exift but thofe who 
become fo at their departure from this world. All thefe 
angels inhabit the world of fpirits, and are received there 
by other angels, who inftrudi them in xhtfpiritualfenfe 
of the Scriptures. They are allowed till the age of thirty 
to learn this fenfe, and to repent in the world of fpirits.— 
But left we fhould revert to the delirious Illuminee, let 
us haften to thaf. part of his doctrines which conftituteft 
the grand hopes of his difciples on earth. After having 
expounded all the myfteries of Chriftitnity according to 
his fpi ritual and allegorical fenfe, that is to fay, after nav» 
ing fubftituted his doctrines to thofe of the Gofpel, Swe- 
den borg informs them, that the day willcome when the 
whole of his doctrine fhall be received in this world.— 
His New '^' s na PPy day will be that on which the New Jernfa- 
Jcrufalem. l" n ft* a U be re-eft abl idled on earth. This New Jeni* 
felcm will be the reign of the new church, of Jeius Chrift 

* See Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art. REDBMprifir. 
+ Ibid. 
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feigning alone over die earth, as he formerly did over our 
forefathers before the deluge. It will be the golden age 
of true Chriftianity; and then the revolution foretold by 
Swedenborg will be accomplished with his prophecies, 

Such is that which I have denominated the apparent 
fffiem of the Baron de Swedenborg. My readers may 
eafily obferve, that fuch tools in the hands of the adepts 
mult fuffice to eradicate true Chriftianity from the minds 
of their dupes, and to make their New Jerufalem a plea* 
for thofe revolutions which, in order to recall ancient 
times, are, in the name of God and of his prophet, to 
overthrow all the altars and thrones exifting under the 
orefent Jerufalem, that is to fay, under the prefent church- 
es and governments. 

From the midft of this chaos of delirium, and thefe 
prophecies of rebellion, let us bring forth that other fys- His hid- 
tern, which appears to have been referved to the profound-den far 
adepts, It is that of Materialifm and of the pureft Athe- tena * 
ifm. This fyftem is occult in Swedenborg's works, but 
it is wholly contained in them. Here we fhould no long-' 
pr have to deal with the prophet in delirium, but with the 
moir artful Sophifter, were I not aware that fuch hypo? 
crify is not entirely incompatible with a difordered mind, 
I will explain : it fometimes happens, that the minds of 
men will rave on certain queftions, though perfectly fen- 
ftble and reafonable on others. There are alfo madmen 
who will conftantly purfue their objeS; their principles 
may be extravagant, but they never lofe fight of their con- 
sequences. They will even reafon on them, and com- 
bine them with all the art of the moft fubtle Sophifter.—? 
1 think it is in this clafs that Swedenborg is to be rank- 
ed; I believe it, becaufe not only his writings, but many 
circumftance6 in his life, ferve to confirm the conje£ture ? 
for example: at Stockholm, after having made a general 
officer (who came to pay him a vifit from Mr. Euler, the 
Prince of Orange's librarian) wait in his antichamber for 
a confiderable time, he at length came to him and made his 
excufes, by faying, Indeed, General, juft at that moment. 
St. Peter and St. Paul were with me ; and you eafily ap- 
prehend, that when one receives fuch vifitors one is in no 
hurry todifrnifs them. — My readers muft as eafily con- 
ceive the opinion the General formed of the Baron, ar^d 
the account he gave of him to Euler, 

M 
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At another time, on a journey from Stockholm to Ber* 
fan, one of his companions, awakened by a noife which 
Swedendorg was making, and thinking he was ill, went 
into his room. He there found him in bed, faft afleep f 
very much agitated, and in agreat heat, repeating in a loud 
voice the queftions and anfwers of a converfation which 
he dreamt he w;is holding with the Virgin Mary. The 
next day his fellow traveller alked the Baron how he had 
flept the night before; he anfwered, u I had yefterday. 
" afked a favor of the Virgin Mary in the meft prefling 
u manner; (he paid me a viiit this night,. and I had along 
a converfation with her." 

1'he fii ft of thefe fa&s will be vouched for by Mr* 
Euler ; and with refpedt to the fecond 1 think it is as well 
founded. 

We will now (how how thefe anecdotes are blended 
with the hiftory of a Scdl that has powerfully contributed 
towards our Revolution- 

* '.vedenborg, anterior to the derangement of his mind, 
had tocmed a ivftem leading. to Materialifm ; and this con- 
tinued deeply rooted in his mind after his illnefs. He 
then added his male and female Ipirits, and fome extra- 
vagances of the fame nature* Wrth refptct to the re-. 
mainder of his fyftem, he follows up his principles in a 
confequent manner, and unfortunately the whole tends 
to Materialifm* Sophiftecs and infidels, no doubt^ foon 
perceived that they could make a tool of this unfortunate 
man ; they fet him up as a Prophet, and his reveries were 
oppoted to the truths of Chriftiaoity. Let us for a mo- 
ment attend to his mod zealous and artf*d apoftles. It 
is thus that they fpeakof his firft works,' uv order to cap^ 
tivate the reader's mind, in favor ot his fubftquent wri- 
tings. u According to the diicoverie&made by the Baron 
cc de Swedenborg, every buman body confifts of feveral 
" orders, of forms diftindt among themfelves, according to 
" the apparent degree of purity rcfpe&ively belonging to* 
<c each ; that is to lay, in the inferior degree is to be found 
" the bafis or receptacle of the fecond degree, which is 
cc more pure and more interior than the firft* In the 
" fame manner, the fecond ferves as the bafis or recepta- 
IC cle for the third, which is more elevated, and i$ the 
' u purtft and moft interior of the three.. It is in the latter 
" that relides the buman /pints, which is an organised 
w farm Anima, corresponding with the corporal Jpiri\ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Historical part. ji 

* ANIMUS, *id vivifying it, while it derives its own life 
«* dircftly from the fpiritual world."* 

After having feen this famous difcovery of {he matter, 
and on which the difciples lay fo much ftrefs, let us in- 
quire what are the true fignincations of, or real exprefs- 
ions appropriate to this human fpirit or organized form^ 
which S wedenborg -calls the/itt/; or to this corporal fai- 
th denominated animus. This foul and this fpirit will 
be found to be no other than organized matter, one of 
thofe -bodies which is called the germ, and which are as 
much matter, both in the animal or vegetable reign, as the 
bo<ty, ti*e branch, or the fruits they produce. It is eafy 
then to conceive what Swedenborg means by form or/*///, 
of by that Jpirit which has hings, feet, and all the differ- 
ent parts -ot'the htimaft body. The foul is organized mat- 
ted, and the fpirit is living matter. Terms may be chang- 
ed, but in fact nothing is to be found but matter, and a 
monfter of hypocrifv, who, after the example of the foul, 
will reduce his God to matter alfo. To prove this affer- 
rion, let the following propofition be noticed — God is lifc y 
becaufe God is love-*- Love is his effence, wifdom his ex - 
i/fence — The heat of the fpiritual Sun is love, it} light if 
wifdom'f What a Jeal of twifting and turning to fay, 
that God is no more than the heat and light of a Sun fup- 
pofed to be fpirit u ah for if Gdd is love and wifdom, and 
that this love and wifdom are only the heat and light of 
this Sun, is it not evident that God is nothing more than 
the heat and light of that Sun. When, therefore, the 
reader fhall, in Swedenborg's works, meet with express- 
ions fuch as thefe, Qod is life, becaufe God is love, and be 
alone is life, he wtfl naturally fu'bititute God is life be- 
caufe he is heat; he alone is life becaufe life is only J up - 
ported by heat; and he will have Swedenborg's real mean- 
ing. This might ftill leave fome idea of a (pirituility, if 
this Sun, whofe light and heat are God, was really Spi- 
ritual; but for the folution of this queftion 1st us again 
appeal to Swedenborg, and wefhall find that the fpiritual 
Jun is nothing more than atmofpheres, receptacles of fire 
and of lights the extremity of which produces the natural 

* Dialogue* on the nature, the ohj.*c% and evidence of Swe- 
denborg's theological writings, London 1-90, page 14 and 15- 

Uib the Animal Reign, and the Economy of the Animal 

i<eign, by Swedenborg. 

* Set the Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art. Go*. 
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fun. This alfo has its ctmofphere s^ which jynu product &> 
by three degrees material fubftances.— Thefe fame atmos* 
pheres of the natural fun, decreaftng in activity and in $x± 
fan/iojiy ultimately form maffes whofe parts are brought 
together by the preffion of weighty fubflances that arefix- 
td and at refl y and which we call matter.* In clearer 
and more intelligible language, here will be the Deity 
and its generations according to Swedenborg. In the 
firft place, a Sun, fuppofed fpiritual, forms itfelf in the 
higher regions of the moft ardent and luminous fire : the 
heat and light of this fire is God. This God, in this (late, 
as well as this Sun, is nothing more than matter in a ft ate 
of expanfion, agitation, fire, and incandefcence. As long 
as matter remains in thefe burning regions, Swedenborg 
does not chufe to call it matter, but t\\z fpiritual fun.— * 
Particles lcfs fubtle, or not (o much heated, are carried 
to the extremity of thefe regions* There they clufter to- 
gether, and the natural fun is formed. They are not 
matter as yet ; but the grofler particles of this fecond Am 
unite together at the extremity of its atmofpheres j there 
they dump together, cool, thicken, and form heavy maffes, 
and at length acquire the appellation of matter* Thefe 
particles are no longer God, or the {piritual fun, becaufe 
they are no longer in a ftate of fire. What then is this 
God of Swedenborg, if it is not fire, or all matter in a ftate 
of fire, ccaiing only to be God, when it ceafes to be burn- 
ing and luminous f And what abominable hypocrify j* 
this, where, under the cloak of thus changing the terms, 
the moft downright materialifm is preached ? 

Let my reader form what opinion he pleafes as to the 
man who has broached fuch impious abfurdities ; he muft 
never forget that there exift men always ready to adopt 
the moft extravagant errors. Some becaufe they are un- 
able to diftinguifh a fophifm, others again becaufe their 
impiety leads them to rejoice at every new blafphemy.— * 
Swedenborg has met With difciples of both thefe defcrip- 
tions j and hence arofe two diftindr, Se£h, the one public, 
the other occult. The firft comprehends thofe men fo 
eafily impofed upon by hypocrify, and by their own cre- 
dulity; they had called themfelves Chriftians and ado* 
red Jefus Chrift ; but when Swedenborg had called his 
God Inat and light $ or his fpi ritual fun by the name of 

* Ibid. Art- Creation* 
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Jefos Chrift, they ftill continued to think themfeltfes the 
followers of Chrift, though they were only the Speda* 
tors of Swedenborg's reveries. He evidently is the de* 
dared enemy of the principal myfteries of revelation, par- 
ticularly of the Trinity, and of the Redemption of man- 
kind by the Son of God dying on a crofs for the falvation 
of tinners ; he neverthdefs talks a great deal about reve- 
lation , he aflumes a devout tone, and with his allegorical 
andfpiritualfenfe frould appear rather to reform than to 
deftroy all $ and his followers do not perceive that with 
his allegorical fenfe he is only repeating the arguments of 
the Sophifters againft revealed religion, in order to re- . 
new all the follies and impieties of the Perfians, Magi, 
and Materialifts.* They tell thefe poor people of his 
miraculous vifions, of his prophecies, and of his difcour- 
fine with the angels and fpiritsj they are ignorant of the 
firft principles of criticifm, and believe in all thefe mar- 
vellous ftories of Swedenborg, juft as children do in the 
hiftory of Raw-head-and-bloody- bones told them by an 
old nurfe. 

The new Jerafalem in particular has gained over ma- 
ny profelytes to Sv/edenborg. I obferve in one of the 
moft famous abridgments of his works, that fo early as 
the year 1788, the Jingle town of Manchejier contained 
SEVEN thousand of thefe illuminized JerufalemiteSj 
end that there were about twenty thousand in Eng- 
iand.\ Many of thefe beatified beings may be very wellin- 
tentioned ; but with this new Jerusalem they daily expeit 
that great revolution which is to fweep from the earth 
every prince and every king, that the God of Sweden- 
borg may reign uncontroled over the whole globe.J And 
that revolution, which they faw burfting forth in France, 
was nothing more in their eyes than the fire that was to 
purify the earth to prepare the way for their Jerufalem. 

* Some "readers, I know, will be farprifed to fee me charge 
wh raateriaJifm a man who talks fo much of the fpirit, foul, 
Trod, and religion. But I mud requeft them to weigh the proofs 
adduced before they decide againft me. Had I been writing a* 
toother fort of work f might have prolonged the difcu (lion; hut 
I think I have faidfufficicnt to prove, that Swedenborg never 
-acknowledged any other fpirit but mattery or the elementary 
lire. 

f Ibid. Preface to a note, Page Irviii. 

% See bis Apocalypfe Revealed. 
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Should they ftill remain in the dark as to the menacing 
tendency of fuch do&rines for every ftate, let them learn 
k from the revolutionary Sophifters, They have public- 
ly declared the hopes they have conceived of thofe Seels 
that art fpringing up on all fides* particularly in the 
north of Europe (Sweden) and in America. 1 hey even 
in plain terms exprefs their expectations grounded on 
the great number of Swedcnborg'sfeclators and commen~ 
tutors.* 

And indeed if we do bat caft our eyes on thefe that are 
fnoft admired by the Se&, we (hall find 2II the grand 
principles of the revolutionary Equality and Liberty, and 
thofe Jacobinical declamations againft the Great, the No- 
ble, and the Rich, and againft all governments. We (hall 
find, for example, that their Religion y ov their new Jcru- 
falem, cannot be welcomed by the Great , becaufe the Great 
are born tranfgreffors of its frfi precept. Neither can it 
be approved by the Nobles, becaufe when mortals afpi~ 
r*d at nobility , they became proud and wicked. Still lefs 
can it be admired by thofe who do not delight in the 
confufion of ranks, becaufe the pride of ranks produced 
inhumanity and *v en ferocity \ and even long before the 
revolution we (hall fee the adepts inculcating that grand 
principle of anarchy and revolution, that the law is the 
exprejfion of the general will, and thus preparing the peo- 
ple to difregard every law that had been made heretofore, 
either by their fovereigns, their parliaments, or their fe* 
nates j encouraging them to found the alarm, to over- 
throw them all, and to fwbftitute the decrees and capri- 
cious conceits of the populace in their ftead. 

But all this revolutionary concatenation as yet only 
chara&erifes the dupes of the Se& of Iliuminizing Jeru- 
Iklemites* The profound adepts had taken refuge in the 
dens of the Roficrucian mafonry. Thofe were their na- 
tural afylums, the greater part of the tenets perfe&ly co- 
inciding with thofe of the ancient Roficrucians. After 
the example of their Do&ors, Swedenborg tells us, that 
his doctrines are aH of the higheft antiquity, and iimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptians, the Magi, and the Greeks; he 
even aflerts them to be anterior to the deluge. His nc?«r 
Jeruklem. has alio its Jehovah, its lojl ujrd> that has 

* Preface to the Pbsftcal Qbfervathnr, anno 1790, by La 
Metheiie. 
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been at length revealed to Swedenborg. Should any per-* 
fon be tempted to feek it elfewhere, he muft go in queft 
of it among thofe clans where Chriftianity and political 
laws are not known.* Swedenborg tells us, that it might 
be found in the north of China, and in Great Tartary, 
that is to fay among that fpecies of men who have prefer- 
red the moft of that Equality, Liberty* and Independence, 
which the learned Jacobins pretend to have been ante- 
rior to civil fociety, and which moft certainly is incom- 
patible with it. Here then it appears, that Swedeoborg's 
views coincide with thofe of the occult lodges, aiming at 
the overthrow of every religious and civil law, and at the 
downfall of every throne. His God heat and ligbt y his 
God fire and fpi ritual fun, his twofold world and two- 
fold man, are only modifications of the God light and the 
twofold principle of Manes. The Roficrucians muft 
then have found in Swedenborg's fyftems what they fo 
much admired in the Manichaeans. Their Magic, Evo- 
cations, Eons, Cabal, &c, were to be traced in the male 
and female fpirits. In {hort, what numberlefs adepts 
muft not this new Jerufalem\ or revolution, carrying man 
back to primitive Equality and Liberty, have found in 
the occult Lodges ? It was there indeed that Sweden- 
borg's myfteries become connected with* thofe of the an-< 
cient Brethren. Thefe new or compound adepts ftyled 
themfelves lllumineeu Notwithftanding the Atheifm 
and Materialifm of their mafter, they, after his example, 
perpetually talked of God and of fpirits ; they even af-? 
fedted to fpeak much of God, and people were perfuaded 
that they believed in a Deity \ hence they received the 
denomination of Theofopbical Illuminees. Like the wri- 
tings of their founder, their hiftory is a mere labyrinth of 
impiety and importune, It will fuifice for our readers, at 

* Swedenborg's exprefEons are, De hoc vfrfovetuftoquod 
ante verbum Ifraeliticum in Afia fuerat, referre meretur hoo 
novum ; quod ibi adhuc refervatum fit, a pud populos qui ia 
Magna Tartaria habitant. Locutus fum cum fpiritibus et an- 
gelis qui in mundo fpirituali inde erant, qui dixerunt quod 
poffideant verbum, et quod id ab antiquis temporibus potted e- 
ript — Qoaerite de eo in China et forte invenietis iOud apud 
Tartaro*. ( Apocatipfis Revelata, Chap. 1. No. 11.) Is not this 
a continuation of that fame plan, always holding out nations 
plunged in the moft lavage ignorance, and a perpetual prey to 
anarchy, Equality and Liberty, aa the models to which we 
ought to look up? 
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this period, to know that their head-quarters was at A^ 
vignon;* that they had a famous lodge at Lyons; that 
they were fpreading chiefly in Sweden, and were making 
progrefs in Germany. Their myfteries at that time had 
mingled with thofe of the Martinifts ; or it might be more 
corredl to fay, that the Martinifts were only a reform of 
the Swedcnborgians; and in France the appellations of 
III ami nee and Martinift were fynonymous. In Germany 
they began to diftinguifli themfelves under the names of 
Peilaletes and Benevolent Knights* But whatever may 
» have been their affirmed names, they moft certainly of 
all the modern Mafons were the neareft of kin to Wei- 
fliaupt. Syftems and means may have differed fufEciently 
to excite jealoufiesj but on both fides we find the fame 
determined wifh for a revolution as antifocial as it was 
anti-religious. They were equally ardent in their defire 
of multiplying their adepts, by a general intra (ion into 
the Mafonic Lodges. Both Se£ts had their deputies at 
Willemfbaden, and 1 will defcribe their mutual conteft& 
and fuccefl'es in the following Chapter. 

* In a work under the title of The Red Lodge difcoveredt* 
Sovereigns, 1 read, that "the Rite of the Theoiophical Uiumt- 
• * nees appears to have taken its origin at Edinburgh, where 
•* the Red Ledgers formed by a fciffion from the Blue Lodge; 
#l that this Red Lodge (of the Theofophical Illuminees had 
u immediately eftabhfhed a fubordinate Lodge at Avignon. M 
(Page o and ioJ — 1 mould have been very glad to have found 
proof or this origin, as at prefent it reds on the bare a(Tertion 
of the author. Be that as it may, however, the Illuminees of 
Avignon are fufficientiy well known in France. Ever fince the 
year 1783, that Lodge has been looked upon as the parent 
flock of all thofe that have fince fpread over France with their 
abominable myfteries. 

And here I think it right to fay, that this fled Lodge df/cox* 
c red to Sovereigns is by no means the work that I mentioned in 
my fecond volume under the title of Depofitiont made by Kleir 
tier. The extracts made from this latter work, and which are 
in my poiTeffion, give me reafon to think, that it contains de- 
tails of a very different nature. The author there fpeaks as an 
eye-witnefs ; and, among other things, gives the tradition cur* 
rent in his Lodge, and with refpecl to the leffons that Wet? 
fliaupt is iu pooled to have received from a certain Kbhner.— • 
Thefe depictions would be a valuable document; and it is, 
perhaps, on that very account that the Illuminees have deftroy- 
ed it. At lead I am obliged to (ay, that, notwithstanding the 
numerous inquiries which I have made, I have not been aH# 
to procure it. 
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Note to Chap. IV. vide Page 8r. 

T think it incumbent on me in this place to mention the oh* 
fervations which I have heard, and the ftriclurcs tbat I have re- 
ceived from divers Mafons, on what has been faid of their de- 
grees in the fecond volume of thefe Memoirs. According to 
lome of the Brethren, Lhavefajd a great, deal too much; ac- 
cording to others, / have not faid enough. The reader will eafi- 
ly conceive, that the former confiftsot thofe Brethren iawhofe 
ftvor an exception has been made, as too honed and upright to 
be admitted to the higher rayfteries; and that the latter are 
men who, after having been admitted into the occult Lodges, 
blufh to think that they could ever have deferved fuch an ad- 
mi/lion. Both are entitled to my thanks; 1 alfoowe them aa 
anfwer; more particularly thofe German obfervers, who have 
been kind enough to fend me forae very important difcuffions 
00 Mafonry, and whpfc learning can only be equalled by their 
politenefs. They are perfons of too accurate underftandings 
got to perceive that their negative teftimony muft naturally 
vanifh before the pofitive. evidence of thofe who confefs the 
whole. A very ancient Mafon, fpeaking of a particular Lodge 
of whicji he had been a member, told me, " He was perfectly 
M aware, that feveral Mafons, refpectable for the purity both 
a of their religious and political principles, and of theit gene- 
" ral conduct, had often attended a certain Lodge; but that.£* 
*' alfo knew what precautions were taken when they were pre* 
" fenti and further he could aflert, that the generality of the 
•* Brethren belonging to that Lodge had been the moft ardent 
%i promoters of the Revolution. Some of them had held high 
%t ftations in it, and one of them had become minifter." Thefe 
trecqutiom taken are more than a fuflkient anfwer to thofe who 
have not feen any thing improper, tho' admitted to the Lodges. 

In the fecond place, my German obfervers, though they wifh 
fo juftify the inftitution and views of Free-mafonry, candidly 
confefs, that Mafonry has been corrupted for more than thefe 
^hree hundred years pajl; and this is more than ibffciept to 
prove the intrigues to which it has been fubfervient. 

The principal objection made by thefe gentlemen is, that I 
have confounded Free- mafonry, which has but three degrees, 
with the new and ancient Roficrucians, ^ and other degrees of 
modern creation. My anfwer is, that if all Mafons are not 
Roficrucians > all Roficrucians are Mafons; that I have made 
fhe proper exceptions for the firft three degrees; but that wiU 
not hinder thefe firft 'degrees from being, as they really have 
been for this long time, a noviciate for the Roficrucian de- 
grees. I will pot drfpute upon terms; let any perfon give me 
S name bv which I may call this body of Apprentices % JFelbw* 
eraffs, Mafierst and Roficrucians f and I will with pleafure ad- 
mit it; but till that be done 1 muft fpeak fuch a language as 
my readers can underftand. In fhort, I know that Maionry 
formerly edited without Roficrucians i but I ftjould \x$}*4 19 

N 
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fee it proved, that thofe occult myfteries now removed to the 
Rojficrucian degrees did not belong to the firft three degrees. 
1 think I could prove that they did; and the inference would 
be, that Mafonry at no lime could hate been free from thofe 
dangerous myfteries or real plots. At prefent it fuffkesfor my 
o"hJe<5f, to have proved what the Mafonry of the prefent day is ; 
and that is moft certainly demonstrated by the very nature and 
the authentic documents of its higher degrees. To the proofs 
already adduced I am now enabled to add (if I chofe it) memo- 
rials, fetters, and formal declarations of repenting Mafons, 
Certainly not men whofe teftimony couldtbe questioned. One 
of thefe is a worthy magHtrate, whoi admitted a Free-mafon 
about the year n6r, mid pafred a- great part of his Hfe in the 
daik recc fl'es of Mafonry. The other is a military man, at pre- 
fent as zealous for his religion as he formerly was for the mys- 
teries of Mafonry. ThafTrft declares, that what I have faid of 
Mafonry is true, but that 1 have not faid aft. The latter Writes 
me word, that I have rixhtxfifoened than exaggerated the oc- 
cult degrees. In fac>, the fprmer ghr es me a clearer in fight into 
the three Roficrucian degrees; the nrft is entirely Chrifiian; 
the fecond is denominated the Plunders, or rhe Cabal; the 
third is that of the Natural religion* The particular objecl of 
this third degree was, tft, to avenge the Templars ; *dly, to 
feize on th* iliand of Malta, and to make \tthe fir ft feat •fna~ 
t ura I religion. He told me indeed things fcarcely to be credit- 
ed. For example, and thefe are his words, " That about the 
** end of the year 17731 or in ine coune or 1774* cne Lodge of 
Cl which he was Mafter received a letter from the Grand Orient* 
'* purporting to 'be a copy of a fetter which it had received 
41 from the King of Pruma. It was ohry to be communicated 
** to the Knights of Pa/efine, the Knights Kadejh* and the 
•' Scotch Direclory. This letter was tranfmitted to us by the 
u cor ref ponding Lod^e; and though it had already been read 
•* in- ie vera! Lodges, it only contained three fignatures. It cx- 
•' horted us, in order to fulfil the oath nvehad taken, to ftgn an 
" obligation to march at the firft reqoifition, and to contribute 
*• both by Our per/on 1 ami our moral and phzficalj>o*werj< t toxk£ 
4i conqiteit of the ifland of Malta, and of all the former poflcS- 
fc4 fions, frtuated in the two hemtfpheres, which had formerly 
4 * belonged to the anceflort of the Mafcnic 0*der. The object 
*' of our eftablijhntent at Malta was the ptjjibilily of converting 
%i that ijfand into the feat tf natural religion.'" 1 objecl ed to the 
author of this memorial, that if 1 wrote this account nobodf 
would believe me. Let people believe or not, as they pleafe, he 
anfwered, I hothfanv and received the letter; my Lodge, how* 
ever, refufed to fign it: — I alfo faVj Jet it be believed or not, I 
have the memorial and can atteft, that the author is a man much 
and defervedly efteemed by atl whftknow him. 

The fecond Obferver, who is jflfc a repenting Mafon, in* 
forms me. ilt, That in the hypothwt I had advanced on the 
origin of Mafonry, I had only copied one of the Mafon ic Tra- 
ditions, which taught that Manes was the real founder of Ma* 
fonry. adly, That " in the Lodges of the Knights Kadt/b, af« 
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" ter all the oaths , ceremonies, and trials, more or Ids terri- 
** blc, wicked and impious, three Manikins are ihown to the 
u Candidate* repre&oting Clement V. Philippe Le Bel, and 
** the Grand Afajer if Malta, each attired in the attributes of 
*' their dignities* The uqhappy fanatic is here to fwear eternal 
4 * hatred and death to theieihree profcribed perfons, entailing 
mi that hatred and death on tbeirikccejjbrs in their default. He 
*' there (hikes off the three heads, which, as in the decree of 
" EleQ, are real when they can be procured, or filled with 
" blood if fictitious. He does this, crying out vengeance, ven- 
4i giance! Ac." It is evident that I had foftened the barbarity 
ofthis decree, for I had fpoken but of one head to be ftruck off, 
when in reality there are three. I am sot at liberty to name 
tbefe two Memorialiftt ; but two other witoefies I may name. 
— T>e firft is the Count de Gil lie rs, who, living on intimate 
terms with great and profound Mafoos,had fo well laughed 
them out ofrheir (ecrets, that he gained admifton into the • 

Lodges without undergoing any trials; and he makes no dif- 
ficulty in faying, that he has been an eye-witnefs to three- 
fourths of what I have faid. The other, the Count D'Orfeuille, 
girea roe leave to fay, that though he was for a long time the 
Matter of a Lodge, he can obfcrve but very (light differences 
between the Roucrucian degrees which he has given and fcen 
given, and thole which I have deicrtbed. 

1 am at prefent in pofleffion of twenty original Mafonic de- 
grees ; and of four accounts of the Rqficrucian degrees, two in 
manufcript and two printed. The firit was fent me from Ger- 
many, the fecond from America, the third was printed in 
France, and the fourth in England. They differ confiderably 
from each other: but all of them coincide in about fifteen lines, 
precisely the moil impious, thofe which contain the Mafonic 
explanation of INK!. The account which I followed in my 
Second volume was that publiftied by the Abbe Le Franc in his 
Voile Lene, and bis Conjuration decouverte. Several Maibps 
had informed me, that he had accurately delineated the pto- 
ceediogs of the Lodges; but I am now able to fay whence he 
had procured thofe Mafonic decrees whole ceremonies he had 
/o well defcribed; and I learned it in the following manner: — 
One of thefe refpe&able Ecclefiaftics who have found a retreat 
in the generofity of the Englifh nation from the periecutions 
of his countrymen, and who to the grew eft fimplicitv of man- 
ners joins the knowledge and pratfice or his duties, Mr. De La 
Haye, Curate of Fie in the diocefe or Mans, hearing ::>.u ( was 
writing on Free-mafonry, was kind enough, before he had feert 
my work, to fend me fome Memoirs that he had written on tl«e 
fame fubjedh When he came to afk me my opinion on them, i 
told him, " that, allowing for difference of A\Ie. his work I ti 
«' long fince been printed, and the Jacobins in re'urn nad ir»:i*- 
«' facred the Author at the Carmes on the famous iccond ct 
4i September." I then (bowed him the Abbe Le Franc's work, 
who had added but little to his, and both had fallen into the 
fame error in attributing the origin of Mnfonry to Soon us — 
Xiiis worthy ccclcfia&ic aofwcreU me, '* 7 Jut he had beet 
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u perfectly unacquainted with the exiftence of the Abbe* L< 
f< Franc's work, but that he could eafily account for its coin* 
" cidence with-his. I had, laid he, feverar Free-mafons in m^ 
u pari lb. In my neighborhood in particular was that unfortu- 
" nate Fefficr, a famous Brother of the Lodge at Alencon,fince? 
*• become fuch a terrible Jacobin, and the intruded Bilhop of 
" Seez. Several of thefe Mafons renounced their errors; and. 
" as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges, they 
" gave me up all their papers and Mafonic degrees. I had made 
ic a digeft of thtfe degrees. Mr. Le Franc, who was at that pe- 
" riod in our diocefe, pre fled me to publi/h them ; but I did 
" not dare do that, for fear of the Mafons , and I rather chofe 
u to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Le Franc, requeuing him 
" to ufe it as he thought fit. Mr. Le Franc went to Paris; the 
" Revolution took place; and he doubtlefs thought it would 
" be ufeful to publifh the work I had given him, having firft 
" improved it by the polifh of his ftyle; and he certainly has 
" done it better than I could. If his work has done any good, 
•' I am happy that he poblifhed it; but I am very forry to re- 
" fleet that it caufed his death. 1 ' — This latter fentiment, and 
the fear left I fhould fufpect the Abbe* Le Franc of a breach of 
confidence, feemed folely to occupy this worthy man's mind. 
I could not help praifing Mr. Le Franc for having had more 
courage in publifhing the work than he had had; and he had 
befides given it the ftyle of a Man of Letters. The point, how* 
ever, moil interefting for our object is, to find in this anecdote 
a new proof of the authenticity of the degrees publilhed by the 
Abbe Le Franc, which I had quoted with fo much confidence. 
The teftimony of repenting Mafons is far more to be relied on 
than the aflertions of thofe who continue to be dupes orperfift 
in their errors. — I addrefs this note to thofe readers who may 
Aill entertain any doubt of the authenticity of the degrees as I 
have pubhflied them. I alio declare to the adepts, that nothing 
would give me greater fatisfaction than to fee an anfwer found- 
ed, not on nonfence and fcorrilous abufe, but on good reafon- 
ing. I am perfectly aware, that a very excellent work on Ma* 
fonry might be made. Their Letters and my Anfwers, with o- 
ther materials that I have by me, may, perhaps, at fome future 
time, furnifh the fuhject for fuch a work. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



HISTORICAL PART. XBl 



CHAP. V. 



Knigge's Intrigues and Succejfes at the Congrefs.— Offi- 
cial Reports of the Superiors of the Order. — Multi- 
tude of Mafons illuminized at this Period, 

OF all the general aflemblies that had been held by pirft 
the Mafons for thefe laft twenty years, whether at means em- 
Brunfwick, Wifbaden, or in any other towns inGerma- PJoyed by 
ny, none could be compared with that of Wilhemlbaden, ^jjfffJ 
either for the number of the deputies or the variety of t h e Coa- 
Seds of which it was compofed. One might fay, that all gref*. 
the incoherent elements of Mafonry had been thruft into 
one den. Knigge informs us, that he had had the honor 
of being deputed by his ancient brethren; that he might 
have taken his feat and been prefent at the deliberations ; 
but, forcfecing the iifue of it, he thought he could more 
tifefully ferve the caufe of his new Illuminifm by direct- 
ing the part that Minos -Dittfurt was to act in the inte- 
rior of the Meeting, while he himfelf would hover around 
and obferve the exterior. His firft plan of attack was to 
gain the Templar Mafons of the Stritl Obfervance, with 
whofe fecrets he was well acquainted, and he had fre- 
quently attended their Lodges, that he might thro' their 
means enfure a majority of votes* Had he fucceeded in 
this plan, Weifhaupt's code would have been decreed at 
this general congrefs, and would have become at once the 
ftandard law for millions of Mafons fcattered throughout 
the globe, who would thus have been illuminized and 
ready to fally forth from their lurking places at the com- 
mand of their Antifocial Chief* 

When defcribing this plan of attack, Knigge takes care 

to inform his readers why he abandoned it: a I own 

44 (fays he) that I always retained a certain predile&ion 
44 for my former brethren of the Strift Obfervance\ I 

" w had already illuminized fo great a number, that I was 
a in hopes of uniting their fyftem with ours. My inten- 
44 tion molt certainly could never be to deliver up to the 

•*** Congrefs all our papers, and thus to put ourielves at 
* the mercy of the'deputies. I had not received luch pow- 
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<c ers from thofe who fent me. And befide y we y who did 
<c notfcek after that power that gives greatnefs y rank y or 
<c riches ; w e y who did notfeek to reign in fplendor and 
" in the eyes of the public y we y in Jhort y whofe conjlitl0 

* tion was 4o ad in file nee and with fecrecy \ how could 
u we go and make ourfelves dependent on an Order (o 
u deft it ute of unity in its fyftems. 

14 1 made, however, an offer of my fervices; I made it 
a both in writing and by word of mouth; and all the an- 
a fwer I received was, that I might fend or prefent my 
u papers to the Congrefs, and that they would judge of 
cc thofe parts that were to be approved or rejedted."* 

Stung to the quick at fu#b contempt, Knigge conceiv- 
ed himfelf abfolvcd from all his oaths, and from every du- 
ty toward his ancient brethren. Abandoning all hopes of 
conquering the whole body, he refolved to attack them 
cne by one y and then to gain over the whole body y Lodge 
by Lodge, He agreed with the afleflbr Afinos to dire& 
their whole attention in future toward two points; the 
firft, to hinder the affembiy from pafling any refolutions 
detrimental to the interefts of their IUuminifm; the other, 
to facilitate its intrusion into the Lodges, and that with 
fo much art that no degree, nor any Grand Mailer, could 
be an obitacle to the domination of the Bavarian Breth- 
ren; and that means fhould bo found fooner or later to 
unite the code of the Illuminces with that of the Mafons. 
— Such was the objeft of the million entrufted by Knigge 
to his co-adept minos y whom he charged to get the fol- 
lowing refolutions parted: ". ift, A fort of union of all 
" the Mafonic £vftems in the firft three degrees, fo that a 
" Mafon admitted to thefe three degrees fhould be a$*» 
w knowledged as a true brother by every Lodge of what- 
" ever clafs or fyftem it might be. — adly, That in corn- 
« moil Mafonry no mention (hould ever be made of the 

iC higher degrees or of the unknown Superiors. 3dly, 

« That all tranfiuitting of money to the Mafonic Supe- 

* riors fhould be forbidden. 4thly, That a new code 

" fhonJd be prepared for the brethren. — Sthly, That eve- 
" ry Lodge fhould choofe its own Superiors and Direc- 
" tons that is to' fay, ftiould declare to which Qraud 
" Lodge they chofe theirs fhould be fubjecV't 

* Lad Obfcrvations of Pbilo, Pac»e 8 \. 
t Original Writings, Vol. 11. Knigge's Report of Dirnsh 
113*9 or January 1783. 
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While AfftfW was thus following his inftruflions within, 
Knigge was without, a&ing the part of Infinuator and 
Scrutator. u I fought to know, (fays he in the fame re- 
tt port to the Areopagites) and I knew what turn things 
" were taking in the aflembly. I knew all the different 
a fyftems that different parties wifhed to make predomi- 
a nate; I then entered into a correfpondence, which I (till 
u continue, with the Chiefs of Zinnendorf *s party.* I 
« alio founded the Chiefs of other parties bv various means. 
« Several came of themfelves and dtfclofed themfelves to 
<l me, entrufting me with ail their fecrets becaufe they 
<c knew that I was folely actuated by a wi(h for the gen- 
tt eral good, and not by perfonal confiderations. In (Sort, 
a fome of the deputies learned (I know not how) that our 
a llluminifm was in exiftence. They almoji all came to 
a me to entreat me to admjt them; — I thought jt proper 
a toexafl the reversal Utters (of our candidates) from 
tt them, commanding them to keep abfolute filence on the 
" fubjed; but I took care not to entruft them with the 

* lealt part of our fecrets. I only fpoke to them of our 

* myfteries in general terms, during the whole time that 
M the Congrefs continued."f 

This method of proceeding, and the art with which 
he infinuated that Mafonry, undoubtedly, was in pofles- 
fion of myfteries of the higbeft importance ; but that the 
profound Mafons, who were in poiTefEon of fuch myfte- 
ries, were not to be met with at the congrefs, greatly aug- 
mented the curiofity and ftimulated the ardor of tnc de- 
puties for his llluminifm. The care with which he took 
the reverfal letters^ the character of candidate, the pro- 
mifc he exa&ed at the fame time of all thefe deputies not 
to fecond any propofition detrimental to the new brother- 
hood, were fufficient to enfure him againft any refolutions 
that might be entered into by the meeting. Befide, the 
difpofitions he obferved in thefe deputies were fufficient f 
to ftrengthen his hopes. u I owe them the juftice to fay, " 
he continues in his report, " that I found the greatejt 
«* part of them in the bejl difpofitions ; that if their con- 

# This fyftem of Zinnendorf was an incoherent -medley of 
the Scotch and Swcdifh degrees, of the Knights lempIars,of 
the Confidants of St. John; and at that time was the predomi- 
nant fyltem in Germany. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Knigge 's Report oi Dimeh 
ii2»j or January 178a. 
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"duit was not effective it was for want of having beea 

<* nurtured in a better fchool.* It was with plea-* 

a fure I obferved, that if the excellent intentions that had 
iC brought thefe men togetheryr$/» allcomers of Mafon- 
<c r y> were not more efficacious > it was becaufe they could 
* c not agree on principles. Mofi of them appeared to be 
€C ready to follow any fyftem that they judged conducive 
€t to give to their Order that utility and activity that was 
a the object of all their wifhes."f 

Whatever may be the partiality of the hiftorian for the 
Mafonic Brotherhood, it will be impofiible for him to 
invalidate this terrible evidence of Knigge againft their 
chofen and privileged members \ againft thofe whom the 
Order judged molt worthy of reprefenting it in folemn 
congrels. No man can mifconceive the ftgniftcation of 
befi dif positions or of excellent intentions in the mouth of 
yPA/Vfl-Iuiigge. They evidently demonftrate men who 
jieeded only to be made acquainted with . the means of 
forking a revolution of impiety and anarchy, to under- 
take it. This vaft Brotherhood of Mafons muft, at this 
period at leaft, have been forely affe&ed in its higher mys* 
teries. It was prepared for confpirators even of WeU 
ihaupfs ftamp. ' 

Certain of fuccefs, Knigge feerns to have left the as* 
fembly to its diforderly deliberations ; and notwithftand-r 
ing the imprudence with which he taxes Minos^ the lat- 
ter fucceeded in obtaining the decree of the principal par- 
ticulars agreed between them. It was forbidden that any 
brethren ibould call each other Heretics (VerketTurn), 
It was decided that the firft three degrees alone fhould 
be looked upon as efleotial to Mafonry. CommifTaries 
were named to digeft certain regulations, the plan of which 
had been given by the affembly, as well as of a general 
code. The choice of the higher degrees and of fyftems 
^as left to the decifions of each Lodge. The reft of the 
deliberations were as boifterous as might be expected from - 
the variety of Seels. I have before me a manufcript ac- 
count of this aflembly written by a very learned Mafon, 
and it contains nearly as much lamentation as it does in^ 
ftruclion. Among other things I find, that the Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was proclaimed Grand Mafter 
of ail Mafonry, and that few members recognized him as 

* Ibid. . f Laft Obfervationij Page J j. 
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fuch. Again I fee, that it was wifhed to abrogate the 
Jyftem of the Templar Mafons, whofe abominations and 
fecrets had been expofed by fome falfe brother in a work 
called The Stone of Scandal, but that few Lodges would 
obey the abrogation. Moreover an attempt was made tq 
quafh all Sects and Schiftns; but they neither could be 
overpowered, and confufion continued to prevail with re* 
doubled force. 

Let us however obferve, that if any fyftem can be faid 
to have gained a preponderance it was that of the Pbila~ 
fetes y a fort of fpurious offspring of Swedenborg. The 
moft famous Illuminees of thatfet, Wilhermoz, St. Mar** 
tin, and La Chappe de la Henriere, had made an attempt 
to connect themfelves with the Hero of Crevelt andMin- 
<Jen ; it is even afferted, that he was mifled by their ap- 
pellation of Philaletes and of Benevolent Knights. Strong^ 
jiowever, in his protection, neither they nor their agents 
fpared any pains to carry the day at Willemfbaden ; they 
were well lupported, and victory muft have infallibly de- 
clared in their favor, had not Knigge already gained ovef 
fo many of the deputies. Hence the refult of this too fa T 
pious con^refs was to have been the delivery over of all 
the Mafonic Lodges, and, with them, of all the govern- 
ments of Europe, to two Sects of Illuminees, the moft 
impious and the moft difaftrous in their views, and moft 
unrelenting in their zeal for the overthrow of every reli» 
eion and of every government whatever. 

I know not into which of thefe two fects the Count 
de Virieux had been initiated \ but either might have 
fuggefted the manner in which he defcribed the refult ef 
this Mafonic Congrefs. On his return to Paris, being 
complimented by the Count de Gilliers on the fublime 
fecrets he had been in queft of at Willemfbaden, and prefs r 
ed a little by the farcaftic ftyle with which the Count was 
wont to jeer the Brotherhood, he at length anfwered, u I 
" will not tell you the fecrets I bring; but what I think I 
u may tell you is, that it is all much more ferious than 
** you think. The fail is, that a conspiracy is now con~ 
K triving, and that with fo much art and offo profound 
* c a nature, that it will be very difficult for Religion and 
* Nations not to fink under it.' r Happily for Mr. de 
Virieux, faid Mr. de Gilliers when he told me thisanec* 
dote, the Count had a great fund of probity and upright? 
flefs, What he bad learned on his million fo difguftetf 
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fcim with the myfteries, that he abahdoned them and be* 
came a very religions man* It was to this event that hid 
great zeal agaiiut tjie Jacobins may be attributed. 

Unfortunately for all nations, thefe plots did not in* 
fpire the other Mafonic Deputies with a fimikr horror* 
The Congrefs being terminated, Pbilo-Ktiigge haftened 
to reap the benefit of his intrigues ; and his harreft was 
much more plentiful than he expe&ed* On the break- 
ing up of the ailembly, the deputies flocked to him to $eg 
admiflion to the myfteries* Such candidates needed no 
long noviciate, or tedious trials in the minerval fchooIs> 
ihey were to be conducted quickly to the myfteries > and 
Knigge admitted them to the degrees of Epopt and Re- 
gen£ which they all received (he teHs us) with enihitji- 
efm.* " All of them were enraptured with our degrees 
" of Epopt * of Regent j all were enchanted with theft 
" majhr-p Jy for fo they ftyled thefe degrees. Twi 
f< only mad fome flight obfervations on certain expres- 
* fions, that may be eafily changed according to local cir-* 
H cumftances,and particularly in Catholic countries."+ 

Were it not that all honeft Mafons would fink undter 
grief and aftonifbment* I fhould conjure them to weigh? 
ibr a moment thefe words, all were snrapturedj all re* 
teived them with enthufwfm > all Ele&, Roficrucians,* 
Templars, Brethren of Zinnendorf, Brethren of St. John* 
Knights of the Sun, Knights Kadoflb, Perfeft Philofo- 
|>hersj all hearken, and receive with enthufiafm thofeor* 
acles of the Hierophant which caft fuch light on their an- 
tique myfteries, and, expounding the meaning of then; 
Hiranu> their Mac Benac^vA their Pdijhed Stone^ (how 
that they contain nothing more than that primitive Equa- 
lity and Liberty, as well as that Morality, which entirely 
confift in the art of annihilating princes, governments,, 
religion, and property \ When thefe Deputies ftaH re- 
turn to their Orients^ and {pread themfelves throughout 
the Mafonic Directories and Provinces, wSl not thefe 
original plots be intruded on your Lodges under the pre* 
4ence of myfteries ? Fly then fiich dens of fcdition j and 



men. 



IWe hoberen gntden warden mit enthofiafin w an fgenom- 



«J" £ V ma . l i n war zufrieden— Meine Leatewarenenttuckt 
i >? die * me,t ? er fiticke. Lafi Okfervtthtft, Page, iaj ami 
*l%-«nd Original Writing, , Let. i, */Philo t$ Caio. 
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learn onee for all, that thofe men in whom you place fuch 
confidence are profound confpirators abufing your confi- 
dence, juft as they will that of princes at a future day.— 
View then this pretended Brotherhood as a hoard of con- 
fpirators, who have long waited only for the baleful ge- 
nius of a Weifhaupt to launch out into all the crimes of 
revolution. 

FVom the period when thefe Mafonic Deputies were 
illuminized ? the Bavarian Sedt affumed a menacing as- 
pect; aqd its progrefs is fo rapid, that the univerfe will 
loon be overrun with Confpirators. The center of ac- 
tion may be {aid to have been at Frankfort, where Knigge 
reflded ; and he computes the number of perfons he had 
illuminized, and nearly all of whom were Mafons, at five 
hundred* There is fcarcely a town in his neighborhood, 
but has its Epopts and Minerva! Schools; Franconia, 
Swabia, the Circles of the Higher and Lower Rhine, 
Weftphalia, &c. fwarm with them. 

The towns of Vienna and Berlin almoft immediately 
fliowed that Auftria and Pruffia were falling a prey to 
Iliuminidh). Tyrol had been already infected, and the 
fame apoftle had proceeded to carry it into Italy. In the 
north adepts were making their attacks on the Lodges of 
Bruxellcs and of Holland, while others were preparing 
to introduce Weijhaupt's myjleries into England. In Li* 
vonia they had gained footing; and treaties were making 
in Poland, to throw the whole power of the Confedera- 
tions into the hands of the Illuminees. If the day of France 
was not yet come, it was becaufe they entertained deeper 
views on her; but the day was to come, and all Europe 
fljall now know why it has been deferred. 

It would be of little avail for me to have produced 
Weifliaupt's code, were I not alfo to produce demonstra- 
tive evidence of its progrefs and continuation. Hiftory 
Will demand that I prove the exiftence of this Seel, its 
myfteries, and confpiracies, ranging from die north to the 
fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, enlifting under it? 
banners that multitude of hands which it needed to work 
revolutions. To cffe&uate this, I {hall again appeal to 
their own annals ; they are mutilated, it is true; but not- 
withftanding that, they are menacing, md they are de- 
tnonftrative. 

# Original Writings, Vol. II. LeL from PtiL to Gate 
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In the very year after the eongrefs of Willem/ba d&k 
We find five provinces completely organized according 
"to the Laws of the modern Spartatus y under the general 
"dire&ion of PAi'/a.Knigge, and in full c6rrefpondence 
with the illuminizing Areopagites.f Even daring the 
time of the congrefs we find in the Original i Vritings 
not only fimple letters on the progrefs made by a few 
' candidates, but official reports, and ftatements made by 
the Provincials of their provinces, relating to the progrefs 
of their novices, of their initiated, and of their emiflaries. 
Official Let us caft our eyes on thefe documents, for n6ne cain be 
Reports. * better authenticated. Perhaps I might have done well 
to have tranflated 4 the whole of them ; but tho* I abridge 
them, they will ftill retain the whole force of evidence. 
I # The firft of thefe reports is from Mahomet, f This 

Of the Provincial of a new (pedes was the Baron SchAoeck- 
fcrovince enstein, the fame whom Wei&aupt fo earfy as the firft 
of Pano- « ear f hia Iiluminifm, enlifted at Aichftadt, and whom 
ne clalFed among thofe foolifh Ariftocrats who were to 
/wallow the bait. s The Baron fo completely fwallowed 
the bait, that in fix years we find him one of the Chiefs 
of the Confpiracy. The Province he prefided over in the 
Illuminized Geography was denominated Pannonia^ 
comprehending the diitri&s of Morea and Latittm^ which 
comprife the Lodges of Olympia> Damietta, Tibur^ His- 
palh, DamafcuS) Sichem y Nicomcdia, and Surcntum. I 
Jind that his refideiice is at Aichftadt j and he informs the 
Areopagites, that he has given the name of Su rent urn to 
the new colony of Mompelgard, which he looks upon as 
belonging to the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and 'therefore 
Ihould be enmprifed within the diftrift of Latium. I al* 
to find that Nicomedia is Augfbourg; hence I conclude, 
that the Lodges under the infpe&ion of this adept were 
fo many conquefts made by Iiluminifm, partly in Bava- 
ria, and partly in Swabia. ; 



t Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 3> from PUh to Wei- 
fhaupt. 

• f This report is of the month tfChardad 1151, that if td 
lay June 178*, coniequ en tly anterior to the breaking up of the 
Maionic Congrefs. Mahomet is nevertheless in .dirccl corres- 
pondence with /^//,-Knigge; for we may obferve the latter 

^^/S^?i^r no?icesl ° ** >idaicd - 0rilin 
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*f he report contains ftrong proofs of this Provincial** 
real for the propagation of the Order. We may obferve 
him threatening two adepts with their immediate difmis- 
fion unlefs they (how moYe a&ivity, and promoting two 
others becaufe they excelled in the arts of infinuation.-*- 
As a proof of the care with which he defcribes his infe- 
riors, and of the precautions he takes according to their 
characters, let the reader perufe the account he gives of 
the Brotherhood at Olympia, which he has juft been in- 
fpecting : ct lhave learned, (he writes), to know the Bro- 
M ther Zeno. I did not find him to be a thinker, and much 
** lefs zfcrutator. . * . He does not like to meddle with 
a things that are above the human underftanding; and he 
<c contents himfelf with the degree of Minerval, but^r*- • 
w mifes to enlift us fome good novices. . . . Crantor has more / 
w ardor; I initiated him myfelf into the Minerval degree. 
c< You may eafily conceive how much he is difpleafed 
u with all his fcienCe, and how much his wit difconcerts 
44 him, when I tell how that he is furious at his father for 
u having had him taught to write. . . . Speufippus was 

u ill ; the others though young are full or ardor 

u The colony is weak as yet Be guarded in your 

u letters to Zeno. He told me, that he would not lodge in 
a the fame houfe with a man who doubted of the immor^ 
™ mortality of the Soul. .... All thefe Brethren hold 
tt their regular meetings, but don't dare enlift their novi- 
tt ces under the name of Mafonry. They prefer doing it 
u under the pretence of a Literary Society, and I made 
.' c no difficulty in permitting them to continue their prao- 
" tice." 

In that town of Latium, or of the Dutchy of Wur- 
temberg, which Mahomet calls Damietta, there is an 
academy and a college ; and one of the profeffors is the 
adept Phirro, whofe honejly and aclivity could not be 
fufficiently praifed by the Provincial. The following 
inftitution may ferve as a fpecimen of this man's hones- 
ty : a By means of this Brother, fays Mahomet, the whole 
u academy of this town has become a real nurfery for us 
tl (tine pfanx fchule fur uns). Pythagoras-DREXL is 
" the unknown fuperior of this ajfembly, which is entirely 
u compofed of young pupils of noble birth. He has under 
u him an apparent (uperior to conduct and form them, cho- 
" fen from among the young men. No rev erf al letters are 
^required of them \ they are only flattered with the hopes 
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* fhould they prove faithful to the leflbns inftilled into 
" them) of being hereafter admitted into an Order com- 
« fofed of the be/i of men," 

Left luch lerfons Ihould be loft to thofe who were edu- 
cated at Court, the adept Epimwides-Y At K, aulic coun- 
fellor and burgo-mafter of Hanover, has taken careto iU 
Juminize the fub-preceptor of a young Prince defigned 
by the initials T. H. . . . After having told all this news 
r to the Areopagites, Mahomet at length informs them that 

Maihiavel^ one of his emiffaries, has fent in a lift of the 
boneft men with whom he has made an acquaintance in 
Switzerland; and that things would take a good tur* 
there, provided PAi/a- Knigge would Simulate a little the 
. zeal of the Helvetian apoftle. 
II. The next official report is from Minos~DiTT?VR? 

Of Dacia the AflTeflbr, This man was alfo a Baron, As a reconv. 
»nd Ly- penfe for the pains he had taken at Willemfbaden, Knigge 
"**• had made him the Provincial or fuperior of Veteravia, 

probably of part of Weftphalia. His command compr'u 
fed two diftriits, Dacia and Lydia* Qverburthened with 
bufinefs, and more attentive to that of Illuminifm than 
to the affairs of the Empire, he gives but a brief account 
for the prcfent. He names about a dozen Brethren a* 
piong whom are four novices. He diftinguifhes the Bro* 
ther Bentharith in particular, whom he means to entruft 
with the eftablifliment of a Mincrval School at Benfab} % 
Meanwhile, till he can report further progrefs, he propo* 
(es his plan for an illuminized fificrhoad, which he pro* 
mifes to place under the direction of another Baron, who* 
like himlelf is an Afleffor at the Imperial Chamber. A* 
bout the fame time (Merdemeh 1152, Auguft 1782}, 
Knjgge's report ftates, that Minos was in correfpondencc 
with Doctor Stark, in hopes of making a con cju eft of the 
Landgrave of HeiTe Darmftadt by means of his grand 
Almoner. The illuminizing AiTeflbr does not report 
the progrefs ofthis negociation -> but Knigge appears tOi 
have forcfecn the fuccefs it would have, when he writes 
to the Areopagites, " I am much pleafed to fee that £ro* 
u thei* Minos has entered into a correfpondence with 
<c Doclor Stark j it will teach him* that to be kble to 
iC treat with a man of wit one muft havefome one's ielf.'* 
Though it feems that Knigge did not allow any great 
(hare to this Provincial, yet he founded great hopes on 
his fcrviccs, efpecially if his too great %eal coul4 it re* 
prtjfed* 
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The third report is from the adept Epicletus-WlizGi fll- 
Provincial of Albania, the fame Brother whom we (hall p^ Alba- 
find mentioned by Knigge as founding the Lodge at Man- nu * 
heim furnamed Surinam, and at Frarilcenthai that called 
Pdrmariboy within the prefecture of Paphlagonia, or of 
the Palatinate* It would feem 5 that at that per jod Albania 
had patted under the infpection of fome other Provin- 
cial : This Epicletus-Mieg was a counfellor and Protes-* 
taut Minifter of Heidelberg, his habitual refidence, and 
bad been inftrudked in the arts of Infinuator by Wei- 
ihaupt himfelf. 

The reader may judge of this man's merit* from thd 
following eulogium that Weiftiaupt makes on him when 
writing to Celfus : u Do not forget, when at Munich, to 
a do every thing in your power for our Epicletus. He 
* is nearly the beft of the adepts. He has a little tod 
** much ardor, but in all other points he is incomparable. 
" He has already made a conqueft for the Order of nearly 
€t the whole Palatinate. Not a country town Dut con- 
u tains one or two adepts at leaft."* This letter being* 
of the fame year as the report, it would be ufelefs to 
particularize* Some, however, of the Brethren, mention- 
ed by Epicletus deferve our attention : fuch, for example* 
as a certain Brother defcribed by the initials B. E. under* 
the direction of Diodorus, who in a Catholic Univerfittf 
and of the Catholic Religion himfelf until that perioa, 
thought he could not give a better proof of his zeal for 
Illuminifm, than by attempting to defend a Proteftant the- 
fis, and thai under a pretence that denotes neither a Ca- 
tholic nor a Proteftant, but a man who views Religion 
only as a political invention. He gives for reafon, that 
the College of the Counts of IVeflphalia mufl be a Pro* 
teftant College. Next the Brother Erajlus y of the fame 
degree, who afks advice as to the beft means to fucceed 
in Illuminizing the Preceptor of the Prince of Duponft 
fon, and by that means to educate the young Prince ac- 
cording to the views of the Order. And laftly the Bro- 
ther Pic de la Al/>tf «*&//, or B RUNNER, a Prieft at Tief- 
enback, in the bilhopric of Spire. u This man, (fays the 
Provincial,) is as yet a novice, but full of zeal for the 

# Hat fchter die ganze pfaltz unterdas commando des O'f 
(ordem) ggbracht. Jn jedcra Iandft3dtchen find cio odcr z wic 
—Original Writings % Vol. II. Let* 13, anno 1782. 
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u Order. The tenth of September he defended his The. 
" fis in fpite of the Jefuits. In his £>uibu! Licet he begs 
u the Order to take precautions lejl the fortrefs of Phi* 
u lipjbourg, which the Auftrians had abandoned, ^0z/£/ 
a fall into the hands of a bigoted officer^ who was petition- 
a tn lf Qr tk* government of it\ and to have it given to 
u another officer (more worthy of it, I fuppofe) who as- 
u pired to it. "—This Illuminized Novice, who already 
pays fo much attention to fartrefles, will appear on the 
ltage again with the Brethren of Mentz, confpiring and 
delivering up that town to the French Jacobins, 
TV. The fourth official report is made by the adept Agis* 

Keport Krober. He does not take the title of Provincial; he 
\w"\. Qn '/ a( ^ s * 0T -'^^"'-Bi.eubetrue, originally a Jew, 
and who afterward made himfelf a Chriftian to become 
Aulic Counfellor to the Prince of Neuwied, and a Pro* 
vincial of the Illuminees. Agis was governor to the 
Count Stol berg's children, and the memoirs I have before 
ine declare him to have been afterwards charged with 
the education of the young Prince of Neuwied, to have 
gained the good graces of the Princefs, fowing difcord in 
that court, and deftroying the internal happinefs of that 
family; in fhort, he was known to all Germany by a. 
name that could not reflect honor on his protechrix. As 
news, he informs the Areopagites that the Baron de Witte, 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, is much more zealous than was ex- 

?e&ed; that he has undertaken to illuminize his Mafonic 
,odge there ; and that from his letters they may hope to 
fee that of Bruxellcs (hare a fimilar fate, . , . The Bro- 
ther Agis enquires whether they think it proper that he 
mould enter into a correfpondence with thofe fools of the 
fiermetic CabeL Before he initiates them in the fecrets 
of the Order, he wiihes to prefent himfelf at their Lodges 
as one acquainted with their's. He owns that he is not 
fufficiently matter of all their fyftems. He afks for fome 
jjittru&ion, that he may perfect himfelf in them, left he 
(hould be difcovered by thofe Mafons for whom he has a 
# fovereign contempt, but wirh whofe jargon it is neceflary 

that he fhould be acquainted, to make a conqueft of "them 
for the Order. Thefe inftr unions are the more necefla-r 
ry, as a Brother of the diftrict has juft applied to him for 
leave to fhow fome of his letters to the Venerable of the 
Mafonic Lodge at Iris, to enable him to make but one 
draught of the whole Lodge, Venerable and all. 
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In the feme report the Brother Agis recommends to 
the Arcopagites the adept Arcbelaus-B ar res, hereto- 
fore a major in the French fervice, at prefent throwing 
himfelf on the protection of the Order to obtain a place 
in fome court of Germany, and the Crofs of Meri$ from 
that of France, with a brevet of Major a lafuite : * I had ' 
<c taken it into my head (fays he) that the Ambaflador 
«* Ch. . . - was one of ours ; that he had great influence 
u with . ... (the court or minifters), therefore I did not 
* c refufeour protection. If we fucceed in this bufinefs, the 
"fame of our power will be greatly extended. Scarcely 
" a week paffes without fomebody coming to folicit our 
u protection at the courts of Versailles, of Vienna, or of 
€< IJerlip. It is enough to make one die of laughing, We 
c< take great care, however, not to difmifs thofe people 
** without hopes; we only fay, that we do not like to im- 
<l portune thofe courts every day." 

A marginal note is found oppofite to this article in 
Knigge's own hand- writing, faying, Who the devil has 
put into their heads this fable of our omnipotence? The 
man who wrote the queftion might alfo have written the 
anfwer; for we may obferve him long before this period 
draining every nerve to give the Brethren a high opinion 
of the power of the Order, and even flattering himfdf, 
that through the exertions of his agents he had obtained 
for the adepts honorable ftuations, livings, and dignities, 
which be di/iributed in the names of the unknown fupe- 
riorsy who were not even in exigence at that time ; and 
when thefe fuperiors do exift, we fee him acting precifely 
as the Brother Agis had done, procuring from an adept 
Count the place of Chancellor Director^ with a falary of 
twelve hundred florins, fending the nomination to his can- 
didate JVundt, ecclefiajlical counfcllor at Heidelberg; and, 
to fhow the candidate the great power of the Brethren, 
informing him, that the Order had got him named to this 
dignity.* 

The very article on which £nigge had made this note 
Js followed by another, which will fufficiently demonftrate 
the credit they had acquired in certain courts, and the ufe 
fney could turn it to for the propagation of their myfte- 

* See laft Obfervatiom of Philo, Page 45.— Original Wr}- ■ 

tipgs, Vol. II. Page ao*. 
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tits. a This week (continues Agis ) vfe fcall *rccei re a 
K Lutheran minifter, who by flight of hand has erife&eH 
u about nine thduf and florins for the community (thfc 
« Lodge) of this place. As foon as peace is made*, he is 
€C to str off for London, with a multitude of letters 

* of recommendation. The P r ■ ■ F O* B. uncle to 

u the reigning Duke, has prom i fed to fecond him with all 
" his might.* It. is our intention alfoto employ him in 
u that country for the Order. He must slily iilu- 
" minize the English. .^A large Dutch wig, a 
Cl fallow and meagre complexion, laige eyes widely open- 
" ed, a fertile imagination, a perfeft knowledge of men, 
c< acquired by roving about the world for the (pace of two 
u years under the difguife of a beggar. . . . Do*not you 
u think that with fuch qualifications this man wiU do won- 
u ders ? — During this winter we will drill him, as the 
€< Hernuti ufed to do their apoftles." 

The adept fo well defcrifeed by y/^ix-Krober, ind on 
whom he grounds his hopes of the Illuminization ofEng- 
lana\ is not mentioned even by his chara&eriftic ; but a 
manufcript marginal note informs me, that his real name 
was Rontgen, a Dutch protectant of Petkaro^in Eaft 
Friefland. 
Y # The fifth report is mutilated, and is wkhout the name 

CfPici- of any Provincial. Such as it is, however, it forcibly 
aura, evinces the progrefs of the Seft during the laft three 
months of 1782 in the Ele&orates of Cologn and of 
Treves, called Picinum. At this epoch the Provincial 
is much elated at the high repute Mafonry has acqui- 
red in thofe parts fince it has been illuminixed. ." Here 
" (fays he) a Mafon was formerly a laugh ing-ftock, 
" whereas now a man who does not belong to a Lodge is 
iC pitied. Every body flocks to usj and the prophane 
* c thirft after our myfteries.— Every body comes to crave 
" the protection of an Order that is io powerful. 

A very unexpected proof of their power is to be found 
in their Archives -> it is the difgrace and exile of the Ab- 
be Beck, whom the Prince Clement of Saxony and Ele&- 



* In my copy of the Original Writings I find a manufcript 
note in the margin, by a man who is very converfant on thefe 
matters; it ftates, that thefe initials ftand for the Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunswick. Pa — F— — — V. fl ■ ■ ■■ ■ hut ibm 
mile unterjtutxung verfprocben. 
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or af Treves had till then favored with his confidence 
I had not the honor of being acquainted with this vene^ 
table ecdefiaftic ; but 1 remembered to have feen fomo 
of his friends at Paris., who augured ill from this difgrace. 
I little expeded at that time to find his apology in fo com- 
plete a ftyle in the report made by the Provincial to his 
fiiperiors: tf The famous executioner of the Ele&ors con- 
u fcience, the Abbe B. has at length received his dis- 
44 miffion, and an order to leave the country* Ever fince 
** the Eledor has had this Jefuit* in his fervice he has 
" been a declared enemy to Free-mafonry, and generally 
* (peaking, to every thing that tends to enlighten man- 
*• kind. Now that this Jefuit is out of the way, we have 
" the gnaiefi hopes of making a glorious harveft in Treves 
f and the Elc&orate." How indignant muft his Elc&o- 
*al Highnefs have been when he difcovered in his official 
report the true origin of all thofe infinuations to which 
one of his moft faithful fervants had fallen a victim; and 
particularly when he obferved the advantages that his 
real enemies and enemies of all governments, promifed 
themfeives in confequence of an illufion originating, in 
all probability, entirely with themfdves* 

We (hall here give another proof of the omnipotence 
that the Order was acquiring in the different courts of 
Germany. The Provincial, under the head of the Lodge 
of Pinna H that is to fay Hachenburg, gives an account of 
the inauguration of I)o£tor Vogler, phyfician to the 
Count of Kirchenberg, and then continues, a Here the 
x< affairs of the Order profper amazingly well ; the Count 
** is entirely fur rounded by Illumine es \ His private fe- 
<* cretary^ bis phyfician y his paflor y bis connfelhrs^ ate 
*' all ours*— like Prince 9 s favorites are our mojl zealous 
* c adepts ; and we have taken our precautions for the Jw 
« ture. Let the Order eftablijh iifelfas well elfdwh:re % 
" and the world is our's" 

This wifh of the illuminb&ing Provincial would foon 
have been accomplifhed, had the adepts been every where 
as zealous as thofe whom he mentions of the provinces ol 
Planum and Dacia. One adept in particular had made 

* The appellation Jefuit is here ufed by the Tllumfr.ees z< 
a term of fcurrilous reproach, as it frequently is a^ainft anf 
perfon inimical to their principles, for (he Abbe Bcck.oever 
was a Jefuit. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Tl6 



ANTISOCIAt conspiracy; 



HepOTtS 

by. 

Koigge. 



th'rte&l novices in thrfce months ; and it is not unworthy 
of remark, that eleven were already Free-mafons and two 
Lutheran minifters, who were characterized in the Or* 
der by the names of Averro'es and Tbeognis. The firft 
fliowed fo much zeal, activity, and intelligence* and the 
principles of the Order appeared to have taken fuch deep 
root in his heart, that the fuperiors haftened his initiation 
into the higher degrees* that they might admit him to the 
council/and eafe themfelves of fome part of their labors on 
him. The other Tbeognis -Fischer, became curate of 
WoKbriicft in Auftria, near Lintz, by means of the in- 
trigues of the adept Paufanias. In knigge's report to 
the Areopagites, 1 find the following note on this adept : 

a Tbeognis, at the time of his promotion to his curacy, 

" received a letter from the bifhop of K , the princi- 

" pies of which appear to Tiave been copied from our 
" code. The prelate mentions a fecret project of reform* 
* c and begs Tbeognis not to (how his letter to any body. 
"The Brethren of this colony are firmly perfuaded that 
" the Biihop is one of our adepts; and to that circum- 
" ftance they attribute his having given a benifice to The- 
<c ognii'y and in confequence of it they labor with redou* 
« bled zeal." 

What can have induced the editor of the Original 
Writings to give only the initial letter of this Bi (hop's 
name ? Have not the Evangelifts named Judas Ifcariot 
at full length? Why not then name the prelate Ha s- 
LEiN, vice-prefident of the fpiritual council at Munich, 
afterwards Lord Bi(hop of Kherson for the church, 
and Brother Ph'do of Byblos for Weilhaupt ? With a 
little It fs refpect for perfons, miitruft would fall on thofe 
who deferve it, and who fo little refpeft their own digni- 
ty j and the world would know the man who was torc^ 
rnoft in the confpiracy againft God* though he might 
wear a mitre. 

Before 1 undertake to prefent a lift to my readers, I 
will mention the laft official reports recorded in the an- 
nals of the Se&. They are made by Knigge himfelf, and 
are dated Thirmeh, Mcrdedmeb, Dimeb, 1152, that is to 
fay July and Auguft 1782, and the January following. 
Wc there find, that his million at \Viliem(baden did not 
Tiinder him from overlooking the provincial fuperiors, 
whoie reports I have juft dated. It was to him that their 
reports were full (em; he tranlinitted them to the Areo- 
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pagitfcs,after making fuch remarks as his zeal for the pro- 
pagation of the Sect might fuggeft- What he particu- 
larly blames in his inferiors was, a want of method. That 
want of regularity in their proceedings appeared to him 
to impede their fuccefs, and to render it lefs certain than 
he could wifll. And he writ.s to his fenate, « I cannot 
« 4 fufficiently repeat it > when we fliall have organized 
« 4 the whole body, when every province fliall have its 
««• Provincial, and every Infpedor (hall have three Pi ovin- 
ia cials under his infpeefcion; when our National Direcl- 
4* ory fhall be eftablifhed at Rome (that is to fay V ienna) ; 
« when our Areopagites fhall be freed from all the tire- 
" forae detail, (and by that means certain of remaining 
" unknown) and fhall only have to infpect the whole, to 
« perfect the fyftem> and to direct the propagation of it in 
« other countries ; when the Order can give proper help 
« to the directing Brethren, then, and not before, fhall we 
" be able to do fomething." 

Soon after thefe leflbns, and under the head of France, 
we read, " With refpec* to that country, I would not 
« advife you to undertake any thing until I fhall have 
« difpofed of the multiplicity of bufinefs that overpowers 
« mc at prefent. I have even laid afide for the prefent my 
« projefis on Alface and Lorraine." Meanwhile, till 
that day comes, Knigge takes a view of the reports re- 
turned to him by the Provincials, and fubjoins to the 
number of their Novices thofe whom he tad made him- 
felf. But the £rand obje& that abforbs all his attention 
is the means of confummating the intrufion into the Ma- 
fonic Lodges, which is at once to enlitt millions of men 
under the flandard of his Areopage, and to effect his lllu- 
rainizing revolution* 

At the period of this laft report, that is, January 1783, 
this intrufion had made great progrefs; and it was to that 
circumttance that Weifliaupt was indebted tor the mul- 
titude of adepts who already had fpread his confpiracy 
throughout Germany. Let the reader caft an eye on the 
map of Germany, and on the Lodges already llluminized. 
It is true, that many towns are at prefent unintelligible, 
in confluence of the geographical nomenclature adopt- 
ed by the Scd ; but every one of thefe names denotes an 
llluminized Lodge, a town where the confpirators had 
gained a hold ; and hence we may obferve, that fcarcely 
a canton is to be found where this baleful Se& has not 
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penetrated. Let us attend only to thofe towns that, in 
fpite of all their precautions, have been difcovered either 
by the writings or habitual refidence of the great adepts; 
•f—what a formidable alliance have they already formed ! 
The firft of the Provincials immediately under the direc- 
tion of Weifhaupt has under him alone the Lodges of 
Munich, of Ratifbon, of Landfberg, of Burghaufen, of 
£traubingen,and of Freyfingen.— In the Circles ofFran- 
tonia and Swabia, the Baron Mahomet prefides, at leaft 
over thofe at Aichitadt, his habitual refidence, at Bamberg, 
at Nuremberg, at Augfbourg, at Mompclgard, and over 
thofe of the Dutchy of Wuitembcrg.— In the Circles of 
the Upper Rhine and of the Palatinate of the Lower 
Rhine the Se& has eftablifhed itfelf, at Deuxponts, Man- 
heim, Frankenthal, Heidelberg, Spire, Worms, Wetz- 
|ar, and Franc Icrbrt on the Mcin. — The Electorates of 
Ivlayencc, of Treves and Cologne, have, with their capi- 
tals, fhared a fimilar fate. — In Wcftphalia, this diftemper 
rages at Aix-La-Chapelle, at Neuwied, and at Hachen- 
burg.-— In Higher and Lower Saxony, at Kiel, at Bre- 
men, at Brunlwiclc, at Hanover, at Gottinguen, at Go- 
tha, at Jena.— The great adepts Nicolai and Lechfering, 
eftablifh llluminifm at Berlin, and the adept Brutus re- 
ports that the Mi nerval Schools are in as full aftivity at 
Vienna, in Auftria, as they were at Lintz. Hannibal y oT 
Weifliaupt's grand commiffioner the' Baron Baffus, bad 
eftablifhed it at Infpruck and Botzen, and at many other 
lowns in the Tyrol. From the bottom of his den, at In* 
go) d ft ad t, Weifhaupt prefides over his confpiring crew; 
and through their means he commands, as it were, Ger- 
many and its confines, and might be called its Emperor 
of Darknefs. He has more towns in his confpiracy than 
the Chief of the Empire has in his dominions. 

At this period a great revolution took place in the cod6 
of the Illuminees, which only contributed to augment the 
ftrength of the Sect, and which I hope the hiftorian will 
not overl*. 0<, as it will funyfti him with an anfwer 
.to thofe who may repeat an objection that has often been 
made to me. a Wcifhaupt's llluminifm only began in 
Bavaria about the middle of the year 1776; the Se6t chief- 
ly attached itfelf to youth. It required along noviciate* 
and many years for its Miner val fchools to fbrm the 
adepts and prepare them for the degrees where the con* 
(piracy is entered upon, ip muft have required therefore 
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generation after generation toformthatmultitudeofcfon* 
fpirators whofe mar (hailed cohorts rife triumphant at a 
time when Illuminifm is ftill in its cradle." 

This objection may have appeared forciblej but at the 
period where we now ftand ic folves itfelf. Knigge has 
anfwered it when he enumerates that multitude of Mafons 
who have already attained the -years of discretion, and did 
not Hand in need of thole long trials, and who, in the pro- 
teftant countries particularly difdained the Miner val fchools 
tnly the more to Jhow their ardor to be admitted to the 
higher degrees of the confpiracy.* Weifhaupt foon un* 
der flood the reafon of this rapid progrefs; and it was on 
that account that he difpenfcd with the feverity of the 
code and the trials of the Mincrval fchool, and that he 
exhorted his Infinuators to enroll, after Knigge's exam- 
ple, men who could be quickly advanced to the higher 
myfterics: Such was the new method of recruiting that 
was adopted at this period. When the Provincials men- 
tion the ages of their Novices, we find few that have not 
attained the age of manhood, generally of twenty-five, 
thirty, forty, and even fifty years of age, and whofe occu- 
pations in life denote years of difcretion. Thus then docs 
the Seel enJift multitudes of hands that do not wait for 



* Knigge fays, that in the Catholic countries the Philolb- 
phical writings, the light of the age, (the impiety of the day) 
Lad not made near fo much progrefs as in Proteftant coun- 
tries. This was true with refpccl to Bavaria ; would to God 
that the fame thing could have been faid of France ! Be that as 
it may, " The Minerval fchools, fays Knigge, did not take at 
•' all in the Proteftant countries; and in fait, fays be, fuch in- 
" ftitutions could only be of ufe in Catholic countries buried 
" in darknefs, and for indifferent old-fafhioned beings. But 
41 the greater the averfion (hewn by the Brethren for thefe as- 
** femblies of Novices, the more earneftly they folicited to be 
*• admitted to the higher degrees.— Mit der Minerval dajjb 
" nvollte es in proteflantifchen lander durcbaus n'tcht jorty una 
•* <w'urklick nuar ouch diefe anflalt vorzugHch nur inferfinftcrten 
11 catbolifcben provinzen % undauf mttdmajjige altagi menfeken 
* • anavendbar — jfe iveniger aber die mietglieder geneigt ytorett 
■* ver/ammlungen der Pfianz-fchuk anzukgen % um dejlo eifriger 
%i drangtnjiein M/cb, ihnen endlich die habere grade mitzuthei~ 
•' len." Pbilo endliche erktdrungt />. s%> 53, et paj/im. I he 
reader will not forget that Knigge fpeaks particularly of thofe 
fophifticated Mafons among whom he was making recruits, and 
who were better prepared for the myfteries than the others, 
kecaufe they were more accuftomed to the fecreu of the Lodge, 
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age to enable them to prepare fewyoreven to ad when tb^ 
day of revolution fhall be come. 

Another confideration that fhould not efcape the his-, 
torian is, the avowal (frequently repeated by the Adepts 
in the Original Writings) " that the great progrefs they 
mace was in confequence of the facility with which they 
introduced themfclves into the Mafonic Lodges, and of 
the preponderance that the myfteries of Illuminifm daily 
acquired in the Lodges." One of the Illuminees,,Z,tt//aj, 
tells us, that fi nee kveral Mafons and fome even of the 
tnofl zealous Rohcrucians,have been initiated in our mys-, 
teries, one would thin-i that the Order bad acquired new 
life, and a much incnafed force of expanfwn or of propa* 
gation.* The Areopagite Hannibal attributes the fuc- 
cefs of his million to the fame caufe. In the report he 
makes of his proceedings, he begins by congratulating 
himfelf on having found Mafonic Lodges already efta- 
bli/bed in the Tyrol. It was in them that he madr his 
great conquefiS, that he recruited Councilors of the Re- 
gency, ProfefTors of Colleges, Counts, Excellencies, Mi- 
nifters of the Emperor, Prefidents, V ice- Prcfidents, Mas- 
ters of the Port-Office, Counfellors of the Government, 
all enthuftafts for the new myfteries of Illuminifm.. At 
the fight of fucb unexpected fuccefs, he openly confefles 
that they are all due to the new method introduced by 
Pbilo-Kniggc. He then informs the'Areopagrtes <c that 
c< the experienced Mafons are turning tbemfelves on all 
"fides in queft oj light, that fcarcely had he given the 
c4 flighteft indication of it, before their hearts were infla-» 
tc med, and their entreaties to be initiated were molt 
cc prefling. That it was juft the moment for making 
cc great conquefts at Vienna, where there mu/f be more 
c< than four hundred Majons." If at Milan he has not 
fo good a profpecr, it is becaufe no Mafonic Lodges have 
been eftablifhed there; but he will find fome at Cremo- 
na, Pavia, and other parts of Italy; and he ends by re- 
queuing that the other towns he means to vifit may be 
comprehended in the new Geography of the Seft.f 

In fhort, how does Knigge himfelf account for that 
prodigious multitude or adepts recruited in fo fhort a pe- 
riod for Illuminifm? « When I entered the Order (he 

* R Lullus\ Journal, Orig. Writ. Vol. II Se&. VL 
• f Orig. Writ. Vol. I.andU.i/tfwwWs four Lcttcrt* 
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* writes to Cato-Xwzck) you were all in the dark with 

* refpe<a to the Mafons ofthefirift Obfervance. I told 
*< you fo, and was pofitive that among them there were 
a excellent men (f >r us). Spartacus believed me; and 
" the event has proved it. Our bed adepts at Neuwied, 
u at Gottinguen,at Mayence,at Hanover, at Brunfwick, 
a and in the Palatinate, were all formerly Free-mafons of 
« the Strifl Obfervance"* 

Neverthelefs, thefe conauefts on Mafonry made by IU 
luminifm do not fatisfy either PA/Vi-Knigge or Sparta* 
t us- Weifliaupt. They will not even let the name of Ma- 
fonry exift, but as a cloak for their Uluminifm. Let us 
then confider of their new means and further fuccefles in 
the following Chapter f 

o. 

• Uofere beften leute in Neuwied, GcJttinguen, Mainz, 
Hannover, Braunfchweig l Pfaltz ) fjndehemalige mitglieder der 
Striken Obfrrvantz. 

+ For the whole of this chapter let the Reader apply to tho 
Original Writings. Vol. IT. Part 1. and the Reports of the Pro* 
viucials ( Prov'mtial-Beriche) from P. 159 to %%u 
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CHAP. VI. 



New means praelifedj and new conquejls made by Knigge 
and IVeifhaupt en Mafonry. — Difputes between theje 
two Chiefs of Illuminifm. — Their deftgns on the Ger* 
man Mafons confummated before Knigge' s Retreat. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the iramenfe number of 
Mafons that had flocked to the ftandard of Illumi- 
nifm, Weifhaupt and Knigge labored under fome appre- 
henfions with refpeit to a new congrefs that had been ap- 
pointed for the following year at Willemfbaden. Knigge 
particularly dreaded that new Code and new form that 
was in agitation for the Lodges. He knew that (bme of 
the Brethren had been named to make a digeft of laws; 
nor could he forget, that others had received inftruelions 
from the Congrefs to gain admiflicm into, and get them* 
/elves received members of all the fecretfocieties> in order 
that they might be initiated into their my/leries y and make 
their report at the following congrefs. Left all the fruits 
of his laft mifllon at Wiliemibaden (hould be blafted In 
the bud at this new meeting, Knigge fought to make him- 
fclf acquainted with the difpolitions, with regard to his 
Illuminifm, of the commiffaiies nominated to make the 
new digeft of laws. 
» ' j! The chief of thefe commiflarics was a man of the name 

of Bode, already famous in the annals of Mafonry, and 
who was foon to become more fo in thofe of Illuminifm. 
•—The fon of a common foldier of Brunfwick, he was 
brought up as fifer of a regiment, but he foon thought 
himfclf deftined to aft a higher part in the world than to 
accompany a drum with die (hrill founds of his fife. He 
had learned to read, and was fufficiendy acquainted with 
the French and the Englifli languages to undertake fome 
tranflations. Thofe of Triftram Shandy and Yorick's 
Sentimental Journey gained him more credit than money; 
he then fet up as a bookfeller at Hamburg; but foon be- 
coming the widower of a rich heirefs, he abandoned trade, 
and was decorated by the Duke of Weimar with the title 
of Counfellor of Embaffy. At length he was declared 
Privy Counfellor to the Landgrave of Hefle CaffeJ. 



Bode. 
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Created a Commander among the Templar Mafons un- 
der the title of Knight of the Lillies of the Valley, Eques < 
* Lilio conv allium, Bode had brought with him all that 

fenius neceflary to give importance to the games of their 
Equality and Liberty, and,*bove all, that concern which 
impiety and independence manifeft, to difcover their mys- . 
teries in the fymbols of that fame Equality and Liberty* 
The fervices he had rendered to the Brethren may be ap- 
preciated by that which Knigge believed to be fo much 
to his honor, when he fays, that nearly all the little good 
that is to be found in the fyftem of the Strift Obfervana 
is t$ be attributed to Bode; or, in other words, every thing 
that atfimilated their fyftem to that of Weifhaupt. After 
having clofely fcrutinized his man, Knigge declares him 
to be advanced in years, but (till in queft of truth which 
he had not yet been able to find, though he had been for- 
ty years a Illafon; he depi&s him as indifferent to all fys- 
tems, though petulent, fiery, and jealous of dominion, and 
as loving to be flattered by Princes. To this defcription 
I may add from my German Memorials, that his exterior 
was unpolifhed and almoft deformed, which, however, 
did not hinder this old Mafon from acting the part of a 
wit and of a man of fentiment with the Ladies. They al- 
fo defcribe him as a pedant, with an appearance of frank- 
nefs that Princes miftook for opennefs of character; but 
with which they might not have been fo eafily duped had 
they known, that though he fought their favor, he as cor- 
dially hated them as he did what he called the Mumme- 
ries of Religion^ of fefuits, and of Priefis. Such fenti- 
jnents muft neceflanly have endeared him to the Illumi- 
nees. Knigge more particularly courted him on account 
of the great influence he enjoyed over the German Ala- 
fonry. Thefe two men fcrutinized each other, and Knigge 
at length declares, that a after many mutual explanations 
" he had admitted him to the degree of Scotch Knight." 
Here Bode found all thofe promifes to forward the views 
of the Order, to reveal all his diicoveries on Mafonry to 
his new Superiors, to inftall the IHuminees in all the prin- 
cipal pofts of the Lodges, and to embezzle their funds. 
None of thefe obligations appear to have, given him any 
uneafinefs-y but he feared, that in the end thole unknown 
Superiois would turn out to be Jefuits and Pricfts. It 
was neceiTary, therefore, to remove fuch fears, and to gua- 
rantee to him that thofe Superiors detelted Pritfts and 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



i*4 antisocial conspiracy; 

Jefiiiis as much as he did himfelf. a On this condiriort 

u (fays Knigge) he promifed, i/?, To labor for us, and* 

u by means of the new Syftem or Code to be formed for 

" Mafonry, to throw the empire over the Lodges into our 

<c hands, O.dly^ To put the Directories and provincial in - 

u fpe&ions, in as much as depended on him, into the hands 

a of the Uluminees. 3/j/Zy, To prevail on die Brethren of 

u the Stricl Obfervance to fraternize with us. 4* A/y, In 

■ <c the forming of the new Mafonic Code, never to lofe 

u fight of the Illuminized plan for the choice of Matters 

• <c or Venerables of Lodges. Sthly y To lay before the Su* 

< c periors all the knowledge he has acquired concerning 

\ a the origin of Mafonry and of the Roiicrucians; and to 

\ c< caufe trie DeduRitns promifed for the Stricl Obfervance 

[ <c to be printed at our preffes, and to diftribute them to 

cc our Brethren according to agreement."* 

Such promifes from Bode were of too much confe- 
quence to be rejected by the Uluminees j he was receiv- 
ed with open arms, and, under the chara&eriftic of Ame- 
liusy was uftiered into the higher degrees. We (hall foon 
fee how faithfully he acquitted himfelf of bis promifes. 

While Knigge was making fuch important acquifitions 

from Mafonry, Weifhaupt was meditating another plan, 

that was to intfcall him mailer of all the Lodges of Poland* 

The Areopagite Cato- Zwack received nearly at the fame 

time both Knigge's official note relative to Bode, and the 

tv'ci- following letter from Weifhaupt: u I have a mind to un* 

(haupt's « dertake the Polonefe Confederation, not precifely to II* 

v } ew * y 1 }, <c luminize them, but merely as Free-mafonry to efta- 

Mafons. " blifh ibe S tf* m § J Con f edfrate lodges-, to feleft the a~ 
" bleft perfons j to get the ftart of the Stricl Obfervance^ 
" and to deftroy it. Write immediately to Warfaw, that 
Ci you are acquainted with feveral Lodges at Munich and 
" other towns, that are willing to confederate with them 
" on the following conditions: 1/?, That they fhould 

* Original Writings, Vol.11. Pbi/o's berlcht uber jonien t 
J)imeh. January, » 7 8 ., — If by DcdiUUcns the account cf the 
contributions to be dedutted for the Grand Obftrvance y and af- 
terward to be delivered over tothe Uluminees, be not meant, I 
do not underftand the meaning of them. But Bode reierves to 
himfelf the difcretionary power of letting other perfons parti- 
cipate of them ; that is to fay. he wifhes to ferve the llluminee* 
without appearing to have abandoned his former Brethren. 1 ** 
{See Vol. III. 0/ tkefe Memoirs.) 
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tt acknowledge but the firft three degrees— 2dly> That 
** each Lodge fhould be at liberty to have what Superiors 
u and as many of them as they pleafed — 3^, That , 11 
K Lodges fhould be independent of each omer, at leaft as 
a much fo as the Lodges of Germany are of thofe of Po- 
* land — 4-tbly, That all their union fhould be carried on 
a by the correfpondence and viiits of the Brethren.— If 
" we can but gain that point, we (hall have fucceeded in 
c< all we wants leave the reft to me" 

<c PBilo has already received inftru&ions to prepare our 
<c Lodges of the Rhine and of Lower Saxony for this 
w plan. Don't lofe a day; for both time and danger prefs. 
c< jfohn is coming, and the confederation will take place 
tt at Vienna before that time. The Lodge $. * appears as 
w if it would accede. . . Send to Warfaw the manifefto 
tf that is to be immediately circulated in the Lodges on 
a the occafion. Without doubt the federation will be 
11 numerous. See how Pcanfeize every occafton and turn 
u every circumftance to ufe. As foon as you (hall get an 
" anfwer fend it to me j don't lofe a minute. The moffc 
« important bufincfs for us is, to eftablifh an Eclectic 
cc Mafonry 5 if we fucceed in that, 'tis all we want. Do 
" not mention our order at Warfaw; it is always defir- 
M able to gain fo effential a point. Send all your docu- 
" ments on Poland to Philth A multitude of Lodges 
u would have joined us had they not dreaded to be taken 
tt for blind Lodges* This arrangement will raife the diffi- 
44 culty. The Englifh Lodge of Edeffa (Frankfort) has 
w already promifed to accede to thele conditions. Send 
u your difpatches off immediately for Warfaw, without 
u tranfmitting them to me, that they may get there the 
B fooner; and defire an immediate anfwer*"* 

Though perfons who cannot gain admiflion to Wei- 
fhaupt's iecret councils may not forefee why he fo earn- 
eftly intereih himfelf in this plan for the propagation of 
his conlpiracy, we may, however, remark, that Knigge 
had conceived the full importance of the meafure, when a 
week after he writes to Zwack, c * '1 hat plan on Poland 
u is a moft majlerly blow. I have already fent my draft of 
" the circular letter for the Lodges to Spartacus." Ac- 
cording to Weiftiaupt's plan, this circular letter was not 
intended for the Pohfh Mafons alone, but was to be fent 

# nth January, 1783. 
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to all the Lodges of the Order. It is to be found in die 
fecond volume of the Original Writings, and is exactly 
that medley of artifice for the fedu&ion of Mafons which 
might be expe&ed from its author. Knigge begins with 
a fulfome eulogy on their inftitution. He tells them, that 
their fociety was intended by God and nature to reclaim 
the rights of humanity oppreffed^ of virtue perfecutedy and 
offciente degenerated. In a ftory artfully intermixed with 
truth and falfehood,he endeavors todemonftratehow much 
the Order had fwerved from its grand obje& for about 
twenty years paft. To reftore it, therefore, to its ancient 
fplendor, he invites all Brethren fired with a true zeal to 
unite with thofc Mafons who alone have remained in pos- 
feffion of the real myfteries, with a fociety formed for 
their prefervation about the year 1762, and whofe fpecial 
object was to oppofe the tyranny of the Brethren of the 
Stricl Obfervance\ in fhort, to join a fociety which he 
declares to be compofed of the beft heads of the Order, 
and of men whofc fcience and experience would command 
the efteem and veneration of all that approached them.— 
At length, giving the plan for his new aflbciation, " In 
cc the new regimen admitted by thefe real Mafons (fays 
iC he) we invariably hold to the firft three degrees. — Se- 
<c vera! Lodges unite together in the choice of one for 
" their Scotch Direclory^ or chief place of their diftri&, 
44 to which each fends a Deputy. This Directory decides 
u on money matters, overlooks objects of ceconomy and 
u the railing of contributions, and grants powers for the 
" creeling of new Lodges. Above this tribunal we have 
iC no Superiors who have a right to raite contributions; 
4C they are only entitled to an exa& account every three 
tt months vf the moral and political ftate of every Lodge. 
" A certain number of Scotch Directories join to chufe a 
" Provincial Direclory^ three of the latter elect an In- 
" fpeclor, and three Infpe£tors chufe die National Di- 
" rector. 

a This is not the place for expatiating on what we have 
<c already done in the filent abodes of fecrecy, or on what 
" we mean to do. It will fuffice to fay, that we have 
ct fchools to form the young men whom we afterward ad~ 
" mit into our Order, and who arc deftmed to labor to 
" procure happier and more tranquil days for the rifmg 
" generation. The ocewe bellow on thefe pup Is is in 
" our eyes the mult honoHfebtf art of our labors. Should 
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u the Lodges wilh for any further particulars, they fhall 
cc receive them from the very perfons who have thought 
<c proper to propofe this plan."* 

The memorials before us are not fuflRciently explicit to 
enable us to decide what effect Zwack's and Knigge's 
letters produced on the Polifh Mafons. In Zwack's note, 
however, on the progrefs of the Brethren we may obferve, 
that the Areipage was in treaty for ajlritt alliance with 
the National Lodge of Poland. With refpect to Germa- 
ny, we arc not left in the dark as to the fuccefs of thefe 
artifices; but then it is to Bode particularly that fuch fuc- 
cdles are attributed. Through his means it was, that 
Kniggc acquired powerful protectors with the Mafons of 
high rank, and particularly with the committee that was to 
frame the new code. By the help of fuch protection he 
fo amazingly extended the number of the adepts, that 
Weifhaupt pretended to be alarmed, or was fo in real- 
ity. The defpotic founJer viewed with a jealous eye 
the afcendant that Knigge was daily acquiring, and the 
great encomiums bellowed on him by the adepts in their 
Qjiibus Licet s. 13 s fide, his profound policy led him to 
conceive that his power would be too much divided by 
that of Knigge's, to enfure him fovereign fway over his 
tenebrous meetings, and to preferve that unity of object 
and of action which his projects required. This multi- 
tude of adepts ftiddenly initiated into the higher myfteries 
kept him in a ftate of continual alarm. Among thefe new 
difciples fome might be found who, not having undergone 
the neceffary trials, might expofe both himfelf and all the 
co/ifpiracies of his Sect to be difcovered. Though Knigge Quarrel* 
had faithfully copied (as the reader has feen) all the pro- between 
fligate myiteries that Weifhaupt had invented in the de- Wei- . 
grce of Lpopt, yet this illuminizing chief did not fcruple ^\J££ 
to accufe the Baron of having weakened them; the fadt * 

was,thathe could not forgive him for having participated in 
the glory of founding the Order. He even pretended that 
Knigge was privately laying the foundations of another 
fecret fociety.f Thefe reflections weighed fo heavily on 
the mind of the defpotic chief, that all on a fudden Knigge 
found bimfelf depofed at the very inftant when he was 

* Extract from the Circular Letter, Original Writings, Vo 
n. Part II. Sect. VI. 

* Original Writings, Tdl.'II. Let. ao. 
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moft elated with his fuccefles in the fervice of the Or« 
der. 

Weifliaupt took from him the direction of his pro- 
vinces, and made him fubjedt to fome of his awn pupils. 
^*-The manner in which Knigge received this humbling 
news cannot be better defcribed than m his own letters to 
Weifliaupt and to Zwack. The latter had attempted to 
reconcile thefe two terrible competitors, particularly by 
affecting to throw the whole blame of their difagrecments 
on Mahomet and another brother. " It is neither Mabo- 
u met nor that other brother (fays Knigge to Cato) y but 
" it is that Jefuitifm of Weifhaupt, that occafions all our 
w broils^and uifputes. It is that defpotifm which he exer- 
c< cifes over men perhaps lefs powerful in imagination, 
<c art, and cunning than himfelf, but equal to him at leaft 
" in good-will, prudence, uprightnefs, and probity ; over 
u men who have rendered the moft important (ervices, 
<c without which his Order would ftill have been a piti- 
« c ful medley of boys- Long fince have I obferved his in- 
<c tention of deceiving me; but I am firmly refolved 
<c to make him feel, notwithftanding my exceflive pati- 
u ence and obedience, that there are men who are not to 
Ci be played upon with impunity. I therefore declare, 
<c that nothing can ever put me again on the fame foot- 
<c ing with Spartacus on which I was before; but as long 
c< as I live I will do every thing in my power for the 
c< good of the Order-, and ye (the Areopagites), my bejl 
cc °f friends , ye (hall always find me ready to obey ye in 
u every thing conducive to the fame objedt" 

After this exordium Knigge proceeds to enumerate e- 
very thing that he had done for Weifliaupt, in the per- 
fecting of the Code, the founding of Lodges, and the re- 
cruiting of Brethren. u I had actually recruited jive hun- 
u dred (he continues) when he chofe to view me in the 
" light of an indifferent being, who was ruining his af- 
c< fairs by my want of reflection. Without giving me any 
iC intimation, he began to correfpond with my inferiors. 
<c I have feen fome of his letters to my pupils, in which 
c< he treats me as a novice.-4-At prefent I am under the 
c < direction of Minos % and *m to (end him my Quibus 
" Licet every month. Without being an ambitious man, 
u I fee no reafon why I (hould put up with fuch affronts, 
<c and allow myfelf to be led like a fcholar by a profeflbr 
« of Ingollladt. And certainly with refpeft to him I look 
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H upon myfelf as difpenfed from all obedience. With re-r 
ff gard to vou, ready to obey the flighteft intimation of 
«f your wiuies, I confenf to continue to direct the pro- 
*? vinces of Heffe and Upper Saxony \ until every thing is 
** properjy organized in thofe countries. I (hall then re- 
«f tire, prompt, notwithftanding, to ferve you with all my 

* might, either by night or by day." 

This letter is dated the 20th of January, 1783, and is 
immediately followed by another to the fame adept. The 
latter (hows how painful it was to Knigge to abandon the 
Brethren; but at length he writes to Zwack, ** Were I 
H to give way to an imprudent vengeance i reflect on this 

* at leaft. 

« It was by order of Spartacus (auf Spartacus geheifs) 
<* that I wrote againft the ci-devant JefuiJIs and againft 

* the Rzftcruciansy neither of whom had ever doneme 
** any harm. It was by his orders that I fpread diffenfrans 
u among the Mafons of the Strift Obfervance, and fe- 
* c duced their ableft brethren. I infilled .into them ftrong 
f* ideas of the antiquity, the excellence and power of our 
f 1 Order, of the perfection of our Superiors, of the irre- 
tt proachable manners of the Brethren, of the importance 

* of our myfteries, and of the fincerity and purity of our 
? intentions, Many of thofe who at prefent labor moil 
•* efficactoufjy for our Order, were under conftant appre- 
** henfions that we were leading them to Deifin. Little 
u by little, however, I do what I pleafe. Now were 1 1$ 
4€ inform the Jefuits and the Roficrucians of their real 
f* perlecutor; were I fimply to let fome certain pcrfon* 

* into the fecret of the infignificant novelty of the Order j 

* were I to inform them that I compofed parts of the de- 

* grees; were J to tell them how I am treated after the 
a many fervices I have rendered ; were I to make them 
** acquainted with the Jefuitifm ofahat man who leads us 

* all by the nofe> and facrifices us to his ambition whenever 

* he pleafes ; were I to inform the fecret-hunters that 
u they will not find that which they are in queft of; were 
«* I to let thofe who love religion into the fecret of the 
** founder's religious principles; were I to found the a- 
f* larm to Free -mafons concerning an aifociation fet on 
** foot by the Illuminees; were 1 myfelf to eftablifh an 
« Order on a more folid, clear, difinterefted plan, whofe 
«< objeft mould be honefty and liberty; were I to attra<^ 
U the many able men whom I am acquainted with intq 

ft 
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<c this Order; were I to place certain perfons in your r a 

44 who would inform me in future of every thing that was 

a tranfa£ring in it; were I to give a hint only in Greece 

44 (Eavaria j that fhould at onee difclofe the founder and 

44 his Order; were I to (oum) the alarm to Princes by 

44 means of Numtnius and the Roficrucians at Rome ( Vi-' 

"enna): — I fhudder at the idea! No, I will not carry 

/ 44 vengeance to fuch lengths; but if I do not obtain fatis- 

44 f tdbon, I will take fuch fteps as my honor requires.— 

44 Let me once more enjoy that unlimited confidence that 

<l I formerly enjoyed, and then I (hall be ready to under- 

44 take great things for the Order again* I am perfectly 

46 acquainted with our people; I know what attaches each 

44 one to the Order, arid what engines fhould be fet in 

44 motion either to excite their cnthufiafm or fuddenly to 

44 cnilh it. Once more I repeat it;, if I am left at liberty 

44 »acl, I will anfwer upon my head to put the Order 

44 immediately in pofleflion, I ft,.*/ mofi important fecrets y 

44 2dly, of a firing preponderance over the Mafons of the 

44 Strict Observance, or, rather, of means abfolutely to de- 

"Jlroy them; 3^1 v, of a great influence over the Mafons 

44 of Zinnendorf 's fyftem ; 4-thly, I promife to put the Or- 

44 der in poffeffion of great riches, and of great power, and 

44 that without making any alteration* in our conjHiu- 

44 tions." 

So far from allowing himfelf to be foothed by thefe 
promifes, or affrighted by thefe menaces* which Zwack 
was to tran fmit to Ingolftadt* Weifhaupt appeared to be- 
come more inflexible. He knew his agents too well; he 
was certain that Knigge could never bring himfelf to be- 
tray him; and indeed he muft have betrayed himfelf in 
denouncing his chief. That adept, without doubt, might 
have deferted him ahd carried many of the brethren with 
him ; and Weiihaupt would have preferred fuch extre- 
mities rather than have haJ rebel adepts, particularly com- 
petitors under him. 44 What care I (he writes) for aB 
44 that multitude of unmanageable adepts who wifh to be 

44 guided by no other rule than their fancy?" At 

other times he would write, 44 It is by means of thofe who 
44 will obey me, that I muji perform moft afhnijhing things* 
." I anfwer for nothing when I meet with reliftance from 
44 my adepts; I have forefeen every thing, and 1 have pre- 
." pared every thing. Let my whore Order go to rack and 
44 min; in three ^ears I will anfwer to reftort it,and that 
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* to a more powerful ftate than it is in at prefent— Ob- 

* ftades only ftimulate my a&ivity. I know how to turn 
** them to my advantage; and when people {hall think 
c( that I am undone, even then (hall I rife ftronger thaii 

* ever* Let that perfon leave me who thinks he can bet- 
•<*terhimfdfe!fewhere; and time will (hew whoismis- 
« taken. I know how to find men more docile. I can fa- 
* 4 crtfice whole provinces* the defertion of a few mdivid- 
" uals, therefore, will not alarm me."* 

Thus firm and conftant in his determination to enforce 
-obedience, Weifhaupt left Knigge under an interdict; he 
continued to tranfmk ail orders,to him through the me- 
dium of his inferiors; he even fo far fet him at defiance, 
as to refuie to give mm the watchword and the quarter- 
ly fign; fo mat he might almoft look upon himfelf as ex- 
pelled the Order, if he deigned to write to him, it was 
in a tone only calculated to add to his humiliation; and 
Knigge himfef actually thought all his intercourfe with 
this overbearing Deipot had been broken off when he re- 
ceived a letter ftill more imperious and injurious than 
4?vcr. P kilo's anfwer is remarkable* and I will lay it be- 
fore my readers; not that I think it important to aefcribe 
an the jealoufies and inteftine broils that may very weH 
be called the rogues quvrel, but becaufe it mows how 
well in the midft of all their difputes thefe fellows knew 
each other and how they drew together when the mis- 
fortunes of nations were in queftion; it mows alfo how 
they vied with each other, and placed all their merit in 
the deftru£Hon of the altar and the throne, and in having 
abofed the; confidence of Princes; fuch were the mighty 
deeds on which they grounded their rights of pre-emi- 
nence in their dark dens of rebellion. 

This letter from Knigge to Weiihaupt was written at 
ftcceffive periods during his excurfion from Frankfort to 
Caffel, toBnmfwkk, and Neuterhaufen. He begins it, 
dated at Caffel, 25th February, 1783. 

" An unforefeen circumftance occafions my writing to 
** you. Read my letter without paflion, with impartiality, 
" and as coolly as you are able. I own that, as late even 
41 as yefterday, until I had received your Excellency's let- 
** ter 1 little thought we were ever to corr.-fpond togeth- 
** er again. I am perfectly refolvcd to wait but for one 

r Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. S, to Cat*. 
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a ihore anfwer; and if it is in die fame tone thatydti 
a have lately taken with me, nothing (hall hinder mfc 
" from abfolutely breaking off all connexion with yotf. 
(( Do not pretend to think that this is an idle threat. I 
u am aware that you can do without me; but I alfoknotf, 
cc or am at leaft willing to think, that your confeience wiH 
<c rife in judgment againft you, if you continue without 
a reafon to. reject a man who has been your moft a&iffc 
cc co-operator. What am I to underftand when you fay 
" that you can begin the whole over again* and that with 
u new agents? To be fure you may try* but were you 
u really to undertake it, you would ceafe in my eyes to 
cc be that man whom I was willing to believe endowed 
u with prudence. The points to which I wifib to call 
<c your attention require a general view of our refpe&ive 
* 4 fituations. Let us addrefs each other freely. 

u Jou have injured me; you know it; but you will 
" not own it> becaufe you are afraid of lofing your con- 
u fequence were you to fay, I have really behaved fhame- 
k< fully ill to that man. You wifh to perfuade both your- 
<c felf and others that you are indifferent to my raying 
<c with you or not, for that I am not fit for fo great an 
cc undertaking ; though you well know, that we both have 
" our failings; that men muft be taken as they are; that 
1 €i no one would proceed far, if he were to change co-ope- 
* c rators every fix months. To make fhort of the matter* 
u you would be forry to fee me abandon you, and found 
cc another fociety; but you are unwilling to appear to 
<c ftand in need of me. 

" Now for Me: I have not the vanity to pretend, that 
u a man of a fuperior underftanding to my own fliould 
" fo debafe himfclf as to aft me pardon. But I could wifll 
cf you to reflect on the following circumftances : — I am 
cc certain that I have a£ted according to my confciencc> 
" and on a folid plan. I defy any perfon to point out to 
44 me thofe indifcretions by which I am fuppofed to have 
" done the Order irreparable evil. So far from it, I have 
* c engaged men of the moft tranfeendant merit in its fef- 
w vice. If in many hundred recruits any are to be found 
44 who are not exactly what they ought to be, your own 
tt condudt will plead my excufe, fince you have entrufted 
u me with the government of five provinces, a perfon that 
* you at prefent upbraid as a heedlefs giddy young fellow. 
u In fhort, I have a£led as I ought to have done. That 
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fcjoD fliould acknowledge this, I do not defire; but t 

K really wilh to fee you convinced of it. Our union fhould 

u be grounded on a reciprocal and boundlefs confidence. 

w — If you are unwilling to grant me yours, remember at 

u leaft that I am not to be led like a machine. I there- 

w fore retire, not through an ill-judged delicacy^ but be*. 

u caufe I can be of no ufe to you, and that I know perfons 

u to whom I can be of great ufe, and who place unbound* 

a ed confidence in me. * 

" Now to the point: / can inform you y that iaft night 

u I brought my grand plan to ajlate of maturity. Mark me, 

u therefore: fince I have quitted the government of my 

u provinces, great things have been the objecls of my la~ 

w borsy letters^ and conferences* For this week pafi I 

u have had here (at Gaffel) feveral private interviews 

li with the P— C— of H— C— ," (Prince Charles of 

H Hefle Caflel, brother in law to the King of Denmark). 

a All this taken together has enabled me to fulfil the fol- 

a lowing promifes, provided I am treated as I think I 

<l am entitled to be." 

Thefe promifes of Knigge are nearly the fame as thofe 
already mentioned in his letter to Cato-Zwack. He adds, 
however, fome few points that are effential ; for example^ 
he does not only promife to difcover to the Iilumineefe 
the real objed of Mafonry and of the Roficrucians, but to 
make it a part of the higher degrees of Hfeijhaupt's mys- 
teries* This addition is not an indifferent indication on 
the occult myfteries of Mafonry. Without having been 
a Roficracian, Philo-Knigge had long applied to theft- 
myfteries before his admiffion into Illuminifm. He had 
ftudied- them as Commander and Knight Templar, but had 
not been able to dive into their laft myfteries. It was re- 
ferved to Bode, to that man known by all Germany t6 
have been one of their moft zealous and learned iMafons, 
to initiate Knigge in thefe myfteries $ and we muft hence 
conclude, that few of the brethren were acquainted with 
them; but no fooner are they difcovered to Philo, than 
he conceives them to be worthy of being blended with 
thofe of Weifhaupt. Thefe occult myfteries, therefore, 
of the Roficrucians can fall little fhor^ of the baneful ma- 
chinations of Illuminifm; and all that jealoufy that ftill 
rages between the Roficrucians and Uluminees may be 
laid to be only a rivalfhip for hireling primacy. No long- 
er do I pretend to difpute with Brother Dupe on the ex- 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Ifr ANTISOCIAL CONmiACY; 

iftence of thefe hideous myfteries; on the contrary, I will 
compliment htm on his fbil having fuficient virtue left 
to be refuted admiffion; but I will infift on the abfolut* 
neceflity and duty of abandoning any aflbciation that can 
have nurtured the abominable and impious plots, the dis- 
covery of which is die caufe of (o much exultation in 
tbefe arch-confpirators. 

On the fame conditions Itnigge promifcs Weiraaupt 
to difcover to the Order certain fecrets of Nature, fecrets 
{fays he) at erne aftoni/bing, marvellous, v\& prouuclive, 
and all this without being miracles.* He alfo fpecifies 
the means by which the llluminees aire to acquire power 
and weakh ; it is the liberty and a licence U trade in Den- 
mark, Holfiein, and other Jlates, with the neceffary fundi 
for the enterfrixe. la fliort, his promifcs againft the Ro- 
iicrucians is accompanied with the promife of a power- 
ful party againft the Jefuits.f- 

This letter remained in his port-folio until his return 
" from Caffel to Brunfwick ; he there continues it on the 
10th of March: " The D— • F— - of B— , (Duke Fer- 
" dinand of Brunfwick) has call/d mcto this town to 
** confer with me on different fubje&s, I will fay more 
" of this on a future occauon, let us revert to the mod 
Xi preffing bufinefs. I have already (aid it, and I repeat it 
4< again without any difguifc, here are my conditions: If 
*' ,you reftore me to your confidence* all will be termi- 
4C natcd, and this whole b«fine& remains afecret between 
4< us. From this inftant I not only engage to attach my- 
4C (elf ftronger than ever to the order, but I alfo promife 
44 and guarantee to it a power of which it can have no 
44 conception. 

44 Should you refufe to rely on me, from that inftant 
u our uuion is diffblved; I ereel another fociety on much 
" ftrongcr bonds. But no threats. Think of it, and weigh 
41 it coolly." 

Knigge alfo takes time to reflect; and on the 26th of 
March he continues from Neuterhaufen: u I am here a* 
M gain. . . Once more I &y, if you know your own inter- 
<l ejl the world is ours; if not, may the confequences of 
41 your fcainlalous proceedings fall upon you. But no* 
"" 1 ilill rely on your prudence, fate leads us admirably, i 

* Krftaunlich und eintra'ujjch, obgleich kcioe wuoder. 
t ftoe machine parthey gtgen jefuiteft. 
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* have great things before me; I have prodigious ones 
** in view.— It is in your power to partake of them, I 
M have not as yet taken a Angle ftep againft you. i hope 
w your conduit will give mc reafon to write to Jthens y 
tt that I had formed a wrong opinion of you." 

On the 27th of the fame month another poftfeript in 
the following terms: u I was juft going to fend my let- 
« ter, when I received this Order, which you fend me by 

* F. . . Oh ! you ought not to have taken fuch a ftep, 
a You wi(h then to drive me to all extremities? Upon 
tt my word you will gain nothing by it. Reflect on the 
«* importance, I may venture to fay, that 1 have given to 
«» your affociation. Were I now to difcover to certain 
a perfons your whole hiftory, and your principles fo dan- 

* gerous for the %uorld y and declare that I was obliged 
« to moderate them by every means in my power, who 
" would not fliun you I What is your degree of Epopt in 
« comparifon with your means of attaining a good object 

* (that is to fay in comparifon to the principle, all means 
w are good when the end is good?)— What is it, 1 fay, 
fi when compared with your fcandalous injuftice towards 
" Woher and Levelling ? — O ! what are men ? — Good 
** God ! were you a Jeluit yourfelf ? I tremble to think 
« of it) but fhould that be the cafe all Hell (hould not 
" fave you from my claws." 

Loft Poftfeript of the 31ft: " Do not hurry yourfelf 

* to anfwer me. Cato may tranfmit certain things to you 
u that may make you change your mind. Take care of 
* 4 yourfelf cave ne cadas. Vengeance is a thing that I 
« (hall with great difficulty refift."* 

All thefe letters depict Knigge as an adept determin- 
ed to withdraw himfelf at length from the defpotifm of 
the modern Spartacus » not indeed to abandon his plots, 
but in order to lay the bafis of new allocations of Con*- 
Ipirators: In the midft of all thefe broils, it is worthy of 
remark, that the injured competitor in his letters to Wei- 
ihaupt and to Zwack intermixes anfwers and advice on 
every thing that can tend to propagate the Order, In his 
' poftfeript of the a6th of March, forgetting on a fudden 
all his anger againft Weifhaupt, he informs him, that 
Brother Accatius folicits letters of recommendation and 
directions to the Brethren of Italy for another adept who 

• Orig. Writ. Y°l* H. Let. 1, it and 3. from ftih. 
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}S going to fecond Brother Hannibal in his million to* 

thofe countries. " This affair (fays Knigge) is of the 
" higheft importance to the Order; fur our man is ar> 
" excellent Scrutator; andldoaffure you that fpecial good 
<c news is come relating to the Monks of Italy/' Molt 
certainly, difcontented Monks of the (lamp of Dom Ger- 
les might be found there; but before they could be en- 
rolled an article of the Code which excludes them from 
the Order was to be difpenfed with. As I have already 
obferved, however, Knigge was always lefs fcrupulous 
than Weifhaupt on the article of exceptions. In thefe 
fame letters he warns the A reo P a g Ites to pay particular 
attention to the affairs of the Qrder at Vienna; and in- 
forms them, that he has important news from that coun- 
try; and with refpecl to Poland, though he may be ac- 
quainted with no perfon who could forward the federa- 
tion, he had people at Icajl in Livonia. And in his offi- 
cial reports we find that he had a mifHonary in that part 
of Ruflia, who from fo great a diftance perhaps might not 
fend his Quibus Licet s exaflly and monthly^ but who 
would labor for the Order perhaps with more fuccefs than 
any of its Apoftles.* 

Such tcndernefs for the welfare of the Order, and seal 
for the propagation of its plots, evidently demonftrates 
that Knigge, fo far from abandoning it, expeited to re- 
aiTume his former rank. It appears ft ill clearer in the let- 
ter he wrote to Cato by the very fame poft, by which he 
had fent all his menaces to Weifhaupt; " I have great 
<c views indeed for our Order, and that makes me forget 
41 all the injuries I have received from Spartacus. I do 
<c not wifh him to own that he is in the wrong, but only 
4C that he fbould know that the fault lies with him/' The 
letter ends by conflicting Cato judge of the conteft.f— r 
Weifbaupt needed no more to convince him that this 
warfare would terminate to his advantage. He did not 
wifh to lofe Phi/oj but dill lefs could he bear him as a 
rival. " W Phjlo ( Weifbaupt fays to Zwack) will return 
'** to me, and confefs that he is in the wrong, he will find 
* .me fuch as I formerly was in his regard. But for your 
" part do not {how the leafl eagernefs to reclaim him. | 
44 with to prove to him that I can do without him; hi$ 

* A'ber'er witd wiirken wie noch keiner gewiirkt hat* 
t Woriibcr fie, befster Cato! tyichjer feyn mpgen. 
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4r vanity muft not be flattered; he wants to be entreated; 
*' and it is exactly for that reafon that he ihould not be 
"«* entreated.— If he has the good of the caufe at heart, he 
f will return of his own accord, and I iyiU receive him 
** with open arms/'* 

The g<#d tfjke caufty as Weilhatipt calls it /that is* the 
propagation and triumph of (Uuminifm with all its impiV 
*>us plots), was evidently as dear to Knigge as to him- 
fclf. This mutual bias to crime reconciled (hem together 
again, at leaft> for a fpace of time Sufficient to acquire for 
Uluminifm the greater part of that authority which Knigge 
had promised to the Areopagites, It is true, that he tells 
us he had obtained his djfmiffion, and an ftbnorabje tefti- 
aony of his Services, It may be a fad that he receive^ 
fris difmi/Jion, as he fays, on the exprefs conditions, that 
he would never undertake any thing detrimental to the 
jttterefts or plans of the liluminecs ; that he would keep 
a profound iileijce with refped to the fecrets of the Breth-r 
fen; that he would Deyer do any thing that could com* 
piit the Superiors, and not even fo much as name them jf 
but certain it is, that the date coincides with the time of 
the difcoverics made at Municb^which muft have indue* 
•dhim to take fuch precautions as he judged neceffary 
fo avoid being implicated with the other chiefs of the IU 
(uminees. He declares that he received his ctmgi on the 
Irft of June, 1784, and the firft decrees iffiucd by the £-. 
)e&or qF -Bavaria againft Secret Societies bear date of the 
twenty-Second of the fame month. Four months after we 
(be Phijo-Kriiggc mentioned by Weiihaupt as an adept, 
Without the leaft all u Si on to his retreat, and this may ere-* 
ate fome doubt at leaft as to the date. Whatever may 
have been the cafe, fourteen months elapfed from the timo 
gf their grand dilutes, till .that when Knigge declares he 
broke off all connexion with the Illuminecs. Hereafter 
we ihail fee what is to be underftood by this pretended 
dereli&ion of his former Brethren. It is however certain, 
that during thofe fourteen months, he but too well enti- 
tled himfelf to the gratitude of the Sed by the new fer? 
Vices be rendered, and more particularly by his intrigue* 
With Bode, by means of which he consummated Wei- 

s •■..''". 

. • Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 14* 

- ^ ftine ob^ro wedcr ?u oeooen noch au compromittifpn f 
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fhaupt's plan of confederation or of intrufion in all the 
Lodges of Germany. 
The fede- The grand obftacle to thefc plans was the jealoufy of 
ration of the Roficrucians, of the Brethren of the Stria Obfertf- 
f h n M ^ anc€y anc * °^ ^ e PhilaleteS) calling themfel ves the Theofo- 
Iiluminees P n ^ Ca ^ Iiluminees. But the acquilkionof Bode; Knigge's 
•ontioued. frequent vifits to their Higbnefles the Duke Ferdinand 
of Brunfwick and the* Prince Charles of Heffe-Caffel; 
the manner in which he impofed 00 thefc two chiefs of 
German Maibnry; the influence acquired by Phslo thro' 
the means of Bode over the Commiflaries who were nam- 
ed at Willemibaden to frame the laws, are circumftances 
more than fufficient to account for his fuccefs in fpite of 
fuch numerous opponents. When Bode was thoroughly 
convinced that Illuminifm, fo far from being an invention 
of Jefuits and Priefts, was no other than a mod determin- 
ed confpi racy againft Princes and the Pricfthood, which 
fee equally hated; when he beheld the means of its deve- 
loping themfelves in the degrees of Epopt and of Regent, 
he then had no other view than to perform the promiie 
he had made to Knigge, to dedicate bis life entirely to the 
fcrvice of the Order, and particularly to have its inter ejit 
at heart in the framing of the new Code, Never wat 
promife more religioufly kept, nor attended with greater 
luccefs. With refpedt to thofe Brethren whofe antique 
myfteries perpetually recalled to their minds Equality and 
Liberty, nothing could be more feducing than Knigge'* 
circular letter on Eclcttive or EleQive Mafonry. Many 
Lodges had of their own accord acceded to his federation* 
s Bode introduced its laws into the new Mafonic Ritual. 
It was on feeing thefc laws that the Mafon who beft fore- 
saw their confequences exclaims, in the bitternefs of his 
heart: tt Oh, my Brethren ! At what point fhaJl I be- 
ct gin, or where (hall I end, when I fpeak to you of that 
*? Bode known among the Iiluminees by the name of yf- 
<c melius ?. Judge, my Brethren, of the important, I would 
" fay diiaftnous Services he went to render them; he, who 
w has been in habits of intimacy with fo many of our 
c * Brethren; he who had taken fo great a lead in moftof 
c * our general meetings; he, who, under an affectation of 
* c good nature and of German uprightnefs, concealed % 
" heart replete with the moft heinous impiety, and afran* 
<c tic enthufiafm forNaturalifm; hc,again, who hadtai- 
. « en offence nt the Brethren of the Strict Ohfervanct bp~ 
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" caufe they had not fatiated his ambition. What an ac- 
u quifition in all refpedts was this man for the Illumi- 

* nees ! — His firft efforts were directed againft us. He 

* a£ted where Knigge could not gain admittance. It was 
u through his means that the illumine* $ gained their as- 
a cendency in the newfyjiem that was to have been ejla* 
u hHJhed at Willemjbaden; that they gained admittance 
tt into our Directories \ and that they fucceeded in f rater ~ 
a nizing with the greater part of our Brethren of the 
14 Strtit Obfervance. His Infinuator Knigge had left him 
w no alternative but to bring over Free-mafonry to this 
" unfortunate alliance, or to crufb the Brotherhood. To 
a the aftonifhment and grief of every true Mafon, it was 
a by the combined efforts of Bode and Knigge, that the 
** greater part of the Lodges throughout Germany were 
" tainted andinfe&ed with this baneful Illuminifm."* 

I often meet with iimilar avowals and lamentations m 
the different letters and memorials that I have received 
from German Mafons, heretofore zealous for the honor 
of their Brotherhood, but now lamenting the intrufion of 
the Bavarian peft among them. Some few Lodges, how- 
ever, held out againft it. That of Berlin, called of the 
Three Globes, in 1783, publifhed a circular letter, ana- 
thematizing all Brethren who (hould pretend to degrade 
Free-mafonry fo as to transform it into a fociety of men 
confpiring againft their God and their country. Whe- 
ther this Lodge had not been initiated into the laft myfte- 
ries of the RDficrucians and other conipiring degrees, or 
whether this anathema was but a (ham, the circular let- 
ter had but little effect The intrufion continued, and 
became fo general, that the illuminizing Sett in its in- 
ftru&ions to the Directing Illuminres makes ufe of the 
following formidable expreflions: " Of ail the legitimate 

* Lodges in Germany, there is only one that has not 
w coalefc.-d with our Superiors, and this Lodge has been 
w obliged to fufpend its labors."f 

This alteration does not, imply that the greater num- 
ber of the Brethren were already illuminized, but on) y de- 
notes that the Superiors, whether Majlcrs, Wardens^ or 
Treasurers, of almoft every Lodge had entered into the 
federation with Weifhaupt. — But what an awful afpe<ft 

* Dlfcoutfe of a Mailer on the ultimate fate of Free-mafonry. 
t Degree of Dire&ing Illuminee, Seel. .;> No. 5, 
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does this fubterraneous power prefent !— A' multitude of 
cmiflarics and agents difperfed throughout -the tenebrous 
receflcs of Mafonry. The Superiors once gained over, thd 
Lodges would make but a feeble and fhort refinance. 

The greater part of thefe fuccefles were to be attribute 
td to Philo-Kriiggei neither did he hide thofc pretentions 
that could indicate the rival. Weifhaupt could not ^> took 
the moft diftant appearance of rivalityj new cootefts a- 
rofe between the two chiefs. Knigge at length abandoned} 
or pretended to abandon, the Order. It does not appear 
that Weifhaupt fhowed the leaft regret His power feem- 
ed to be built on foundations that could not be (haken by 
any ftorm :— -it was no longer confined to a corner of GeN 
many.* The Danube and the Rhine could no longer 
bound it In the North and die Eaft he had his emifla- 
ries, in Holland^ Poland, and Livonia, f His apoftles iit 
the South had already advanced from Milan to Venice.^ 
On the Weft he was beginning his attacks on France by 
the way of Stra(bourg.§ But juft at this period was pre- 
paring that ftorm which in the annals of the Se& fhail bt 
called the Third Epoch* 

• That the reader miV form a clear and precife idea of the 
manner in which thefe different Lodges and llluminees on their 
fevcral miifions correfponded with their chief, I think it right 
to fubjoin the Geographical and Political Chart of the Seel, 
fuch as it was drawn out by Knigge in the Original Writings. 
] know this phtte only comprehends Germany, and that with- 
out the Auftrian Provinces, " becaufe (fays Knigge ) theBretfc 
ten ofthofe Provinces have petitioned to have afepmrate Nation* 
al Dircftor" But every reader can apply a fiimilar one to 
any other flate. To complete it, I have added Weifhaup* in 
direel communication with the Areopagites,and the latter witn 
the National Directors. — A very flight infpection will fuffice to 
Jhow, how inftruclions, communications, &c pafs to and from 
the General, down to the Scotch Dire&orie*, and from the lat- 
ter to the lowed individual of llluminifm. 

t Philo's Bericht. 

J See Juridical Depofitions made at Munich. 

J Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter %y % to C*t* $ »tth Jin* 
fcary, 1783. 
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CHAP. VII. 



Third Epoch of llluminifrti. 
Dif cover y of the Se&. 



IT* was not without reafon that Weifhaupt had exprefs* 
ed his apprehenfions as to the precipitate manner in 
which Knigge had admitted fo many candidates to the 
fnyfteries of the Se&: on the other hand, Knigge might 
with equal reafon upbraid Weifhaupt with want of pru- 
dence in recommending to the adepts fuch books as thofe 
!>ubliflied under the name of Boulangerj and thus difclo-, 
ing his atheifm previous to the laft mvfteries.* But fuc- 
tefs had fo emboldened Weifhaupt, tnat he kept no far- ?£* c *" f 
ther referve on the fcore of religion, even with his Mi- Mumin^ 
nerval fcholars; and fo early as the year 178 1, the court ifm furrai- 
of Bavaria entertained fome fufpicions of this new Se£L fed. 
It had even ordered certain inquiries to be made; but the 
Illuminees had art enough to bafflle thefe inquefts.f— 
Left, however* any enquiries fhould at any future time Wei- 
take place, Weifhaupt bethought himfeif of making the fhaupt's 
Elc&or the tutelarly adept of his confpiracies. " I am of m ^j£* 
Xi opinion (would he write to his Areopagites) that in [J,* an «" 
" order to ltrengthen ourfelves, you fhould fend a depu- proceu* 
M tation to the Elector, to offer him the Protectorate of 
u the EcleSic Lodges. The Brethren Ufyjes, Apolh^ 
(( and fome others of the moft diftinguifhed members, 
tt even Celfus for inftance, might be deputed for this pur- 
u pofe. Should the Prince accept it, we (hall be effe&u- 
u ally fkreened from any future persecution, and nobody 
" will then be afraid of joining you> or of frequenting 
tt your Lodges.''^ 

The reader may eaftiy judge how fuch a deputation 
would l»ve been received by the Elector, when he is in- 
formed of the manner in which he had formerly received 
* fimilar proportion while refiding at Manheim. One of 
his minifters at that time, under a far more plaufible pre- 

# Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. a, from Pbilo to Cato 

+ Ibid. Let. 1, from Epiftttus. 

t Orig. Writ. Let. 1, to Epicletus % 7th Feb. 17SJ. 
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tence, propofed to him to call to his court the moft famous 
Philofophers of the day, and to grant penfions to thefe 
pretended great men, after the example of Lewis XIV, 
who had been the prote&or of the learned men of his age. 
The glory of fuch an undertaking feemed at firft to flat- 
ter the Prince; but on consulting men of real learning he 
foon perceived that fuch a meafure would only end in 
i multiplying a Seel equally inimical to their God and 

their country; and Charles Theodore would no longer 
; hear of the frote&orfhip of Philofophifm. This ancc- 

[ dote was fent to me by a perfon who heard it from the 

j rery minifter that had made the propofition to the Ele&or. 

It is not underftood how the court of Munich acquired 
its firft knowledge refpe&ing Uluminifm ; the informa- 
tion it received was not fufficiently explicit indeed to de- 
scribe the fpirit of the Se&, but it gave a general idea of 
the danger of fecret focieties. On the 22d of June 1784, 
His Electoral Highnefs publifhed an Edidt abf >lutely for- 
bidding all fecret comrnunitic$>fGcieties y and confraterni- 
ties, other than thofe by law eftablifhed. The unconta- 
'initiated Mafons fhut up their Lodges; the Ilium inized 
Mafons, who had many of their adepts about the court, 
thought themfelves itrong enough to bid defiance to the 
Edict, and continued their meetings. A work publiflied 
by Mr. Babo, a Profeflbr at Munich, entitled 1 he firfl 
Warning on Free-maf9nry y began to difclofe more clearly 
the plans of the new adepts. Soon after the Count Jo- 
f^ph Torring made a more vigorous attack on there. The 
llluminecs not only wrote apologies in anfwer to thefe 
attacks, but fet many other engines to work, the artifice 
of which cannot be better described than by Weifhaupt's 
own letters td hrs adepts, 

44 Liften for a moment to my advice, (he writes on the 

* 1 8th December, 1784). If any inquiry be fet on foot, 

* I am of opinion that none of the Chiefs fhould fuffer 
<l themfclvcs to be led into the detail and particulars of 

* the Older; and they muft pofitively declare, that no 
u power on earth foould force them to make any difcove- 
44 ries excepting to the Elector perfonally: the two de- 
a grees of the higher myfteries fhould then be (ubroitted 
" to him. At leaft fuch (hall be the line of conduct which 
44 I will hold, if ever I am called upon. You will then 
" fre what a happy turn our affairs will take. You have 
44 read what Brother D . . . thought of the firlt degree. 
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€< I am certain the Elector will view it in the fame light. 
u I place all my hopes in the goodnefs of my caufe. Bold- 
44 ly and without the leaft appcebenfion, I can declare be- 
€4 forehand, that if I am to fall it fliall be in an honorable 
44 manner, though it were to coft me my head. Deport 
44 yourfelves in tbe lame manner, and inftil courage into 
<c the others. This is an admirable opportunity of (hew- 
44 ing your magnanimity; do not let it pafs by without 
44 avail. I have mentioned my plan for the Elector to Bro- 
44 ther Cromwell, and he augurs fortunately from it: — but 
<c he very well knows that iuch a meaiure will only be 
44 reforted to in the laft extremity." 

What an extraordinary, mode of defence muft this ap- 
pear to thofe who do not know that tbefe two degrees 
which he intended to {how to the Elector were the cor- 
rected ones, iuch as he had prepared for Princes and cer- 
tain other candidates who would have been difgufted with 
them in their real ftate. Sometimes the whole of that 
part relating to the myfteries, and the difcou.rfes of the 
Hierophants, were retrenched, and nothing but the idle 
ceremonial prefefved. A fecond letter of Weifbaupt's to. 
his Areopagites dated the 2d February 1785, will more, 
clearly explain the whole of this artifice. u My Brethren 
44 (he fays), the ftep you are going to take is proper, an4 
44 fuch as the circumftances require. . The Memorial of 
44 our Ale nc la us (Werner, Counfellor at Munich) is, 
44 very fine and very judicious. I only wiih you to add, 
44 that you will fhow your degrees to nobody but to thq 
44 Elector; and thofe that may be fubmitted to his infpec* 
44 tion are— ift, Tbe Novuei 2dly, The Minerval\ 
u 3%> The Minor Jlluminee. [A r ota bene^that the words 
44 dummjler mdnch (itupid monk) are to be changed into 
44 dummjler menfeb (ftupid men]. 4thly, The Major II- 
c4 luminee entire, except thefe words, which you will ef- 
«* race : the Priejls and bad Princes are in our way. 
44 5 tn ly» The Diretling Jlluminee; but in this degree 
« 4 you will only (how the ceremonial of the reception, and 
** my difcourfe ; not a word of the re/l. 6thly, The de- 
44 gree of Prieji or Epopt, here you will onlyjhow our 
« 4 injiruclions that relate tofciences ; and you will care- 
cc juliy read thofe over y iefl any allufion or reference to the 
« reft fhouldfubfijl. 

44 As all the packets for Ephefus (Ingolftadt) are open* 
* ed, I plainly fee that I am tbe perioa at whom they aim. 
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He is dis 
covered 
and dis- 
rouTcd, 



Juridical 
depofi- 
tions of 
two Illu- 
nwocc*. 



** To-morrow I will write to Alfred (the minifter Sehti 
* l fheim) j and that letter will inform the court before* 
* c hand how I mean to behave on this occafion, Openly 
♦< declare to the Elector, that the Order is a produce of 
c< his ownjlates, and that / am the author of it* Then 
" the whole affair will turn upon me j but 1 am much 
tt miftaken if they will proceed to a perfona! inqueft unnl 
u they have further proofs, which can only be acquired 
u by opening the letteis. Show yourfelves, great, firm, 
* 4 and undaunted, My con duel will prove to you what I 
u can be. In the inftruclion for the degree of Epopt take 
u great care of that part that relates to Hiftory \ leave 
u nothing that can kad to the difcovery of the theft com- 
u mitted on the Archives." 

All this artifice, however, proved ufelefs. The court 
had acquired fufficient proofs to take fuch fteps againft 
the hero of the Sect as prudence might require. A few 
days after he had written thefe inftru&ions to his Areoi 
pagites, he was difaliffed from his chair, of Profeflbr of 
Laws in the Univerfity of Ingolftadt ; only, however, 
as a famous Mafter of Lodges, and as chfobedient to the 
EdicT: fuppreffing all fecret foe ie ties. The myfteries of 
his Lodge had net yet tranfpired j it was only known, 
that feveral members of his Uluminifm, difgufted with 
his doctrines or his plans, had abandoned his Lodges as 
early as 1783. Among others were to be found Co- 
sandey a Prieft, and the Abbe" Renner, both of them 
Profeflbrs of the Litter* humaniores at Munich. But. 
great as might be the horror which they had conceived 
4>f what they had feen of the Se& without having attain- 
ed the grand myfteries, it does not appear that they had 
as yet taken any fteps againft it ; at leaft they had not 
given fuch details as might direct the arm of the law. On 
the 30th March 1785, however, they received a fummons 
from His Electoral Highnefs, ana from the Bifhop of 
Freyfinguen,to appear before the Tribunal of the Ordina- 
ry, and there to declare whatever they might have oWerv- 
ed in the Se& of Illuminees contrary to religion and good 
morals. Nobody, even then, had the leaft idea that the 
confpiracy was pointedly directed againft the government. 
Meflrs. Cofandey and Renner made their depofitions, 
the one on the 3d the other on the 7 th of April follow- 
ing. I muft give extracts from both, though perfectly 
agreeing with each other. That made by Mr, CQ&ndejr 
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|d more ample on the principles of the Illuminees, whila 
^lr. Renner defcends more particularly into their confti- 
tution and the education of their pupils. I (hall therefore 
begin by an extra&" from the latter s and then revert tQ 
that made by Mr. Cofandey. 

yaridifal Depofttion made by the Profcjfor Renner on 
the Illuminees. 

After having ftated the orders he had received to ap- 
pear before the Tribunal, and the fubje& on which he 
was to give evidence, Mr. Renner begins by declaring 
that 

cc The Order of the Illuminees mud be diftinguifhed 
* c from that of the Free-mafons. fi u t this diftin&ion is a 
f* fecret to mere Mafons, as well as to Illuminees of tha 
^ Minerval degree. I was myfelf in the dark refpecling 
? 4 it, until, after a long trial, they thought proper to ad^ 
** vance me to the degree of Minor Illuminee^ the firil 
u degree in which they take the name of Illumine*. I 
** was even conftituted Superior over a fmall rjumber of 
«* the Brethren." 

Here the deponept, who thought he was to become a 
Mafon on his firft entrance into the Se&, learns that he 
js not yet one; and tells us, that many °f me Brethren 
had complained heavily that they had not been admit-* 
fed as yet to the intermediary Degrees. He himfelf 
js admitted tp them, and dQes not find them fatisfa&o-r 
ry : but he adds, " The advantage I reaped from them 
* c was, that I discovered the benefits which the Order de* 
w rived from Free-mafonry. The Illuminees fear no* 
M thing fo much as to be known under that name. They 
& aliume the cloak of Mafonry, only bec^ufe they believe 
<c themfelves more fecure when maiked under the appear r 
H ance of an afibciation that is looked upon as infignifir 
* canr.— The Mafonic Lodges, according to their ex* 
* c preflion, only contain the cfrofs of the people (der trofj* 
** von leuten) or the bulk of the army, among whoiy a 
^ few perfons may be found, that may look upon tl*em~ 
* c felves as very happy, after long smd fevere tria}?, to be 
t* fecretly admitted into the fan&uary of the Order. All 
* c the other Free-mafqns, Apprentices, Fello\y-crafts, and 
f c Mafons, are to content themfelves with idle ceremox 
•tf lyes, apd remain ijpder *he yoke, either becaufe $ejf 

T 
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* eyes are not ftrong enough to bear the tight, or beam ft 
44 their love for the Order, and their fecrecy, t wo effential 
44 requisites in every adept, cannot be Sufficiently depend* 
44 ed on. When once they are condemned to knger in 
a obfcurity, they can never have hopes of rifirvg to the 
a myfteries ; and this is exprefled by the Superiors in the 
44 following Sentence, Ex inferno null* tjl Redemptio. 

44 Meantime thefe Mafoos, without knowing it, art 

* under the direction of the Illuminees, who reap great 
lc advantages from their reputation and their riches— 
u Thcfe men (fay the Superiors) are fufficiently recom- 
44 penied by being admitted to convert with the adepts of 
u light, and to Team enough from fuch conversations to 
44 appear enlighted to the prophane. 

M The IH-uminees, who at iirft only (how themSelref 
44 und^r the appearance of a literary Society, gave them- 

* fclves the following constitution; Their Order is fob- 
M divided into different cfeSTes, called degrees, becaufe the 
44 light expands itfclf according to thefe claffes.— Thefirft 
44 degree is a fort of Noviciate, though every perfon re- 
44 ported as infinuaud, and recommended by fome mem* 
41 ber of the Order as worthy ot being admitted, muft 
44 have been prepared and tnflru&ed to a certain point by 
44 his Inlinuator or Recruiter* It is a conftant rule in the 
44 Order T that every Candidate Should undergo a year's 
44 trial, that his Inlinuator may obferve him accurately, 
44 according to the regulations of the Order, and in a j£jr#- 
44 bus Licet draw an exaft pi dure of his perfon, his cha- 
44 rafter, his talents, and his conduft. If the Candidate 
41 is judged to be worthy, he is admitted into the daft of 
44 Preparations.— In my time there were two of this na- 
14 ture, called Churches. Each was directed by four men* 
44 forming what was called the Magiftraej. They were 

\ 4< the Superior •, the Cenfer> the Treafuter, and the Secre- 
44 tary\ and all thefe were adepts of higher degrees.— 
44 We held at leaft one meeting every month, at which 
< 4 all the members of the feme Church were to attend, to 
* 4 £ive their Superiors a fcaled letter directed £>uib*s Li- 
44 cet^ Soli, or Prima, containing an exa& Statement of the 
44 conduct, difcourfe, &c. of thofc whom they had ohfervtd 
K during the month, 

44 No member is difpemed from thefe S^uibus Lrcefs $ 
c< which afcend from Degree to Degree, and are only open- 
44 cd by thofc whp have a right to read them* The othef 
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" occupations of the meeting were/after (bme ceremonies, 
u to read the ftatutes, a few pafiages from the ancient Phi- 
tt loibphers, and a difcourfe on various fubje&s, compofed 
** by the different members in rotation. As the Brethren 
u in general do not like religion, the greater liberty the 
" writer ufes on that fubjcA, he is the more applauded, 
(( and acquires a higher reputation of being enlightened* 
u Sometimes, however, the pre&nce of certain brethren, 
<c either feeble as yet, or not to be entirely depended upon, 
u cauk the Superiors at fuch le#ures to give iigns of ap- 
ic parent dii&tisfa&ion* It would be a violent breach of 
c< their policy to give way to intemperate language, and 
41 to expreft the principles of the Order too openly, as , 
u each member might look upon fuch talk as a part of 
a their fyftenv 

" To avoid fufpicion, and to attain their ends morecer- 
M tainly, they hold weekly meetings, whence all ceremony 
"and couftraint is discarded. Here tKe pupils hold dis- 
u putatioos among themfelves on all forts of fubje£ts. It 
4< is on thefe occafions that the fuperiors, and thofe wlxi 
.* hare imbibed the true principles of the Order, fneer at 
€i what they call Refigiius Pr*judUes\ for in their 1aa>- 
il guage every thing that can obiiruct their views are f>re* 
* l j*dic€S. It is then that by means of the moft feducing 

* fobterfuges they reprefent their principles in fuch poign- 
u ant language^ that the moft timid, encouraged by their 
u example, and purified from all drofs and religious pre- 
u jud ice, become perfeSJy like the reft. He that can 
44 withftand fuch artifice is a man loft in the eyes of the 

* Order. 

cc That which made the greateft impreffion on me, a- 
u mong the IUuminees, was certainly their method of 
a binding down their adepts and fubduing their minds. — 

* They extoll the greatnefs and power of the Order; they 
u fpeak of its diguity wijth the utmoft refpe& ; they ftuit 
M you with the moft magnificent promifes, and afiure you 
44 of the prote&ion of great jperfonages ready to do every 
** thing for the advancement of its members at the re- 
u commendation of the Order; till at length each pupil 
u really confiders, or appears to confidcr, the intereft of 
* l IUuminifin as his own, and views all the proportions 
4< and orders he receives from his fuperiors as duties which 
** he has to fulfill. Should a pupil under this idea have 
u the misfortune to declare, in a Quibus Licct^ a Primo y 
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** bra So!i j fome mifconduft of *his own, or fome fecrel 
" that he has been entrufted with Or that he has extorted 
<€ from any bodyj the unhappy cbnlident is loft to him-i 

* felf, for he thenceforth belongs wholly to the Sett--* 
cl When once they have thus tied him do wn, they aflume 
w a very different tone with him. They care very little 
u about him ; c He may abandon us (they fay )* we ftand in 
<c no farther need of him.' — I do not think that any one hai 

* yet dared or will ever dare to fhow the leaft dncontentj 
u much lefs a defire to quit the Order; efpecrally if he 
u reflects on the dictatorial threat, Itjball be in vain for 
u any prince to pretend tofave him who /hall darfto be* 
u tray uu* 

u They feleA their pupih with great caution > and only 
<c entice into their Order thofe whom they think can be 
a ufeful to the attainment of their ends. Statefmen, per- 
u fons diftinguiflied by rank or fortune, archivifts, coun- 
44 fellors, fecretaries, cjerks, profeflbrs; abbes, preceptors, 
" phyficians, and apothecaries, are always welcome candi- 
" date* to the Order. 

" The degree of Major Illuminee is, if I may make ufe 
a of fuch an expreflion, a fchool in which the candidate is 
" trained like a true Bloodhound " \ 

Here the deponent relates their method of watching 
their adepts, and of defcribing both them and the pro- 
phane. He alfo mentions fome few of the thoufand or 
fifteen hundred, queftions that are ro be anfwered on the 
chara&er, the habits, &c. of any pcrfon whom an adept is 
ordered to fcrutinize. He then continues: 

u This method of enlightening the pupils always goes 
cc on increafing in every degree. A brother may know 
u thofe of his clafs and thofe of an inferior oriej but, un- 
u lefs his Superiors have conferred on him thecommiffion 
" of Director, Vifitor, or Spy, all other adepts are, in their 
" language, inviftble to him. This, without doubt, is the 
" point that constitutes the great ftrength of the Order. 
a The chiefs, by this method, watch an inferior without bc- 
<l ing known j they know how far he is devoted to the Or- 
" der and true to his fecrecy; and a point of ftill greater 
" importance is, that in cafe of any explofion, (of which 
" they have been longapprehenfive),andon all occaiionS, 

* Kein F'urft Kann den fchvitzen der uns verrath. 
f Wie die wahren fpvirhunde abgeiichtct werden. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



ttistoRicAL >ARi\ I49 

*" c they can (import the brethren without any one enter* 
* c taining the lead fufpicion of their being conne&ed with 
« c the fyitem, fince they are unknown even to the Bre- 
« thren, and of courfe to the prophane. 

« c There are men^ and they may be eafily difcerned, who 
€C defend the Order (of Illuminifm) with great warmth^ 
« c though they do not declare themj elves to belong to it.~— 
* tt Suqh conduct certainly deferves a little anirhadverfion. 
** Either thefe defenders belong to the Order, or they do 
" not j if they do not, can they pretend to defend that 
f c which they neither know nor have any poflibility of 
« c knowing. If they belong to the Order, that very cir- 
* c cumftance renders them unworthy of belief, though they 
V fliould adduce as proofs fome few works thrown out to 
** c baffle any attempt to inveftigate the plan of the Order, 
< c or /houlJ proteft on their words of honor when they 
* c fpeak lb highly in its praife. When a perfon comes fe- 
« rioufly to confider the impoffibility of knowing any 
« thing of Illuminifm but by being a member of it, and 
* <c when we compare the many advantages derived from 
u their invi/sbilityi if we fliould be tempted to draw 
""any concluiions on thefe defenders* we might (and that 
a without! eafoning ill) fuppofe they belonged themfelves 
u to the Order, and to that particular fpecies of adepts 
5 C which the Illuminees term invifeble"* 

After having thus given as much of the general plan 
of the Illuminees as he could know without having been 
admitted to the higher degrees, the Deponent comes to the 
principles which the Superiors wifh to inculcate in their 
pupils ; and in the firft place he mentions the following, 
of which they have made a fors of proverb : 

* Und zwar von iencr art dcr verfchwundenen, wie man fie 
in der ordens fprache nennt. — Were I to requefl cenain En- 
glim reviewers, and particularly Dr- Griffiths, or his afliflants 
in the Monthly Review, to read and weigh this obfervation of 
the German deponant, thole gentlemen might perhaps wiihto 
retort it on me; bat let them recoiled, that when men who 
have aflbciated with robbers are feen fc> depofe againft them, 
or when the writings of confpirators are produced in evidence, 
a perfon may eafily prove their criminality without being an 
accomplice. But you, Gentlemen, who were not with them, 
ret pretend to prove their innocence, will your afTertion inva- 
lidate the evidence of eye and ear witnefTes ?—li you are of 
their party, all that can be concluded from your denials is, 
that you are ftill very faithful and much devoted to them, fince 
in their defence you retift the demond ration of evidence. 
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Tout les RoU ct toot lei Pretret 
Soot dcs t ripout ct des traitres.* 

With regard to Suicide, the Superiors preach it tt> their 
brethren to prepare them for more tempejfuous tinus.— 
44 Ther have the art of reprefenting fuicide as fo cafr, and 
n fo advantageous in certain circumftances,that I mould 
44 not be furprized (fays Mr. Rennet) to fee fome adept 

^ u carried away by the lure of a certain voluptuoufnefe which 

44 they pretend to be peculiar to fuicide; and they even 

* u pretend to prove their aflertions by examples. 

u But of all their deteftable principles the moft danger- 
a ous in my judgment is this : The end juftifies the means* 
44 In confluence of this morality, and according rp 
** their constant practice, the mere fufpicion that 
44 a man will at any fu ture period be in a pofition to ob- 
44 ftruct the views of the Order will be a fufficient reafon 
44 to calumniate him, however virtuous he may be. They 
44 will cabal to drive one man out of his place ; they will 
44 poifon another j a third they will aflafftnate; in lhort> 
44 they will do any thing to attain their ends. Suppofe the 
44 crime of the Illurninee (hould be difcovered, he always 
44 has the Patet-exitus as a refource. It is only a ball 
44 through the head y and lie efcapes the rigor and ignomi- 
44 ny of the law.*' 

Mr. Renner next alludes to what the Seft Calls its Mo* 
ral Government or Commijjlon of Morals, or its FifcaL 
44 This commiflion is a college formed of the moft able 
44 and honeft men, that is in their language, of men chiefly 
44 belonging to the clafs of Invijibles y and who, enjoying 
u the confidence of the fovereign, would, according to the 
4t vices of their commiflion, inform him of the morals 
44 and honefty of each of his iubjedts; but as probity is 
44 neccfTary to fulfil the divers ftations of the ftate, eacb 
44 pcifon (hould be prepared beforehand for the office he 
4C is to occupy. An admirable plan ! But (hould they ever 
44 accomplifli it, (hould their rule ever be adopted, what 
44 would become of^ll thofe men who did not belong to 
" Ulutninifm ? Happily, the plan is difcovered in time ; 
" othcrwiie they might have verified what a Superior juft 
44 returned from vifiting a Superior of a higher degree 
44 iud foretold ; All tbe~ Pojls once properly filled in fmc- 

# All kings and all priefts are rafcals and traitors. 
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u ceffori to each other y Jkould the Order be eompofedofbut 
«* fix hundred members^ no power on earth could refi/l 
« them/' 

Mr. Renncr finiflics by declaring, that he is unacquaint- 
ed with the ultimate object of the Order \ that the Supe- 
riors were perpetually talking of that objeel, but never 
mentioned what it was. He believes it to be of the ut- 
moft confluence * but he leaves every one free to con- 
ceive, after what he has faid, how that object can accord 
with the civil and religious duties. He affirm* on oath 
the particulars contained in the above declaration, and 
which he leaves written and figned by his own hand. 

Juridical Depofttions of 'Mr.CosANDEY \$d Aprils 1785. 

My reafon for placing Mr. Renner's depofition firft, 
was, becaule he is more explicit on the government of 
Illuroinifm; while Mr, Co fandey chiefly dwells on the 
principles of the Seel. After having mown in a few 
words how Free-mafuury ferves as a cloak to the Seel, 
how the candidate is gradually fettered' in the bonds of the* 
Superiors, and how dangerous uiuft be afervitude to men 
who from principle wiih to appear idlers though in the 
mod active p.urfuits; he proceeds with the unfortunate 
Minerval to the degrees of Minor and Major lllumirue. 
" It is here ((ays he) that the pupil is a little further ini- 
«* dated into the fyftems of the Order. Light, however, 
" is imparted to him but flowly, and with all poffibie pre-* 
" cautions. He is here made acquainted with a greater 
a number of Adepts and Under-Superiors; but the Chiefs 
4< always remain invijible. 

" In order to be advanced to the higher degrees the 
« candidate mud, in the language of the Seel, have got rid 
" of all religious prejudices, or at leaft he muft ailume 
tt the appearance of one who has fo done in the prefence 
" of his Superiors j as no religionijl (fuch is their exprcs- 
M lion) can be admitted to the higher degrees.* 

" The raoft excellent Superiors are the perfons that 
<c give the ton in all thefe degrees. Their orders, therr 
<( maxims, their opinions, their doclrines,arc the foul, the 
« ftandard, the fpirit, the main fpring of this iaflituuon. 

* Dann kein Religioridr^t* ift ihraufd ruck) wird'radieho* 
here gtad auf gcflommtn. 
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tf The lowqr clafs of Superiors and Chiefs, arc cunning 
*< knaves, and black and fyftematic villains, or fometime* 
" milled enthufiafts, fpurred on and abominably deluded 
« c by the others. As a proof, I will relate fome of their 
w principles in the form of proverbs, which arc never giv- 
< c en in writing, but are perpetually inculcated in the adepts 
•* by thefe Superiors. 

44 I. When nature lays too heavy a burthen upon us, 
<* it is to filicide that we are to apply for relief. Pate F 
w Exrrus, An llluminee, they would tell us, (houid 
* 4 make away with himfelf rather thaiv betray his Order \ 
u and they alio reprefent a fecret vgiuptuoufnefs to be in-* 
44 herent to fuicide. 

44 II. Nothing through reafon y every thing through 
<c P a jf lon t IS t ^ le * r fecond maxim. The end, the propa- 
* 4 gatton, and the advantage of their Order, fupplies in the 
v * c minds of the adepts the place of Gocj, country, and con- 

14 fcience. Every thing that obftrudts the progrefs of the 
«* Order is the blackeft treafon. 

44 III. The end fanclifies the means. Thus calumny, 
& poifon, aflaffination, treafon, revolt, wickednefs, ajid any 
a thing that can lead to this end, is laudable. „. 

44 IV, No Prince canfave the man who dares to betray 
<4 ax. Things then are carried on in this Order that are 
< 4 adverfe to the interefts of Princes; things that fronj 
a their importance might be difcovered to Princes; fuch 
t 4 a difcovery (in the language of the Sect) would be the 
44 blackeft treafon ; and the traitor is beforehand threaten-' 
44 ed with vengeance, They muft alfo have means of de-r 
« ftroying their accufers with impunity; and fuch means 
44 are eafily furmifed. 

44 V. All Kings and all Priejls are rafcals and trai? 
4C tors ; and in another place, All Priejls are knaves.—; 
44 The total annihilation of religion, of the love of the 
* 4 country, and of princes, enters into the plans of the 11- 
44 luminees; becaufe (fay they) religion as well as love of 
44 the country, and of princes, reftrains the affe&ions of 
* men to particular ftates, and diverts them from the more 
44 extenfive views of Illuminifm, 

44 Among their plans I obferved one which they called 
* 4 their moral Empire or Government. This government, 
44 which would throw the whole force of every ftate into 
44 the hands of their college or council of liluininifm, woi^d, 
44 without any appeal to the prince } name to all promo? 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PART, |53 

•* tions, and grant or refufe all the favors of the ftate.-^ 

c< By thefe means they would be entrufted with the abfo- 

u lute right of definitively pronouncing on the honefty or ~ 

fC the capability of each individual. By thefe means too 

* ( all the prophane would be difcarded from the court and 

* other employments ; and, to ufe their expreflion, a holy 

a legion would furround the prince, mafter him, and dic- 

- u tate his edi£fcs according to their own will and pjeafure. 

u This Regimen or Moral College, alfo called the Com- 

u mifSon of Morals, or the Fifcal{ being a fortofexche- 

** quer chamber for the government of the people), would , 

«* inveft the Se£t with a moft formidable defpotic power 

■* over the four quarters of the globe, and would reduce 

f fovereigns tQ the defpicable ftate of mere phantoms, or 

•* of crowned Haves.'* 

This College, or Moral Regimen^ will occur again in 
another juridical depofition; and I will then explain how 7 
it ferved to veil the future projects of the Se& for the 
diforganixation and abfolute deft ru£t ion of all fociety what- 
ever. Mr. Cofandev concludes with faying that he is rea- 
dy to affirm on oath the truth of all that is contained in 
the above declaration. 

Thefe depofitions, notwithftanding their importance, 
feemed to make but little impreflion. Whether the tri- 
bunals were befet by, or in great part compofed of Iljur 
minees,or not, I cannot knowj but they affected to treat 
(hefe declarations as containing nothing either very feri- 
ous or mehacing; or whether the removal of Weilhaupt 
had made them view the Se£t as deftroyed, and the con- 
fpiracy as counteracted, I do not pretend to fay; but cer-* 
tain it is, that at length Heaven by its thunderbolts warns 
nations and their riders of the plots contriving againft 
them, of the extent of which plots they were ignorant; 
neither had they furmifed the baneful activity of the con- 
spirators. Difmifled from his public functions at Ingol- 
ftadt, Weilhaupt had taken refuge at Ratifbpn. This Wei? 
town becomes his new Eleujis, his center of myfteries; "Mupt 
all his plots had followed him thither j and fo far was he hU D p"ot^ 
from looking upon them as baffled, that he purfued them at R at i$f 
with redoubled ardor. Vengeance had rendered him more boa. 
terrible from the receffes of his new retreat j and now en- 
tirely liberated from all public duties, he gives up his 
whole time to the preparation and drilling of emifiaries, 
aj>d to teaching them the- means of Capping, when on #W 
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different miffions, the foundations of the altar and th« 
throne, of civil fociety, and of all governments whatever. 
An adept Among his adepts was one Lanz, an apoftate prieft. 
ftruck Weifhaupt defigned him as the perlon to carry his mys- 
jy ilh teries and conipiracies into Sileiia. His million was al- 

^r iten- rea( jy fixed, and Weifnaupc was giving him his laft in- 
ftrudlions, when a thunderbolt from heaven ftruck the 
apoftate dead, and that by the fide of Weijhaupt.* The 
Brethren, in their firft fright had not recourfe to their or- 
dinary means tor diverting the papers of the deceafed adept 
from the infpettion of the magiftrates. The perula! of 
fome of his papers furnifhed new proofs; and being trans- 
mitted to the court of Bavaria, induced it to take the de- 
termination of following up the difcoveries made in the 
depofitions of Meffrs. Cofandey and Renner. 

The enquiries made, chiefly related to thofe who were 
known to have had connections with Weifhaupt at Jngol- 
ftadt. The adept Fischer, firft judge and Burgovmas- 
ter of that town, and the Librarian Drexl, were banifli- 
ed. The Baron Frauenbrrg and fifteen other of Wei* 
lhaupt's pupils were expelled the univerfity. But nei- 
ther their punifhment, nor the circumftance of the adept 
freing ftruck by lightning, could raife any fymptoms of 
remorfe in the mind of their mafter. The following let- 
ter to Fifcher may ferve as a fpecimen of the manner in 
which he wifhed to fupport their courage, ftimulate their 
enthufiafm, and infufe all the rage and vengeance of his 
plots into their rniuds. 

" Ifalute you, my dear martyr*" it is thus he begins 
hk letter. He then reminds his pretended martyr of that 
paflage in Seneca where the juft man ftruggling with ad- 
verfity is reprefented as the light moft worthy of Heaven; 
He then continues : " Am 1 to congratulate you, or am 
u I to condole with you on your misfortunes? I know 
4< you too well to indulge in the latter fentiment — Receive 
w then my moft fincere congratulations on feeing you 
" among thofe to whom pofterity will render juft ice, and 
c< whofe conftancy in the defence of truth it cannot rail 
" to admire — You are triply and quadruply more dear to 
" me, now that you (hare my fate and that of fo many 
" other magnanimous perfons. I leave it to your pru» 
* aence to decide whether you will commence a profceu* 

* See the Apology of the Illuminees, P. tfs. 
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u ti6n againft thofe who have been guilty of fuch abomi- 
u ruble injuftice againft you; or whether Submitting to 
tt your exile without murmur or complaint, you will wait 
u for better times. You (kail not want; I and the Brc- 
** thren will provide for your expenfes. The public papers 
u alfo Jhali reprefent the whole of this bufinefs in its pm- 
u J>er light. Drexl ia the mean time will retire to Brunn. 
* c I*et the laughers laugh 9 and our enemies rejoice. Their 
**joy ere long jhall be converted into tears. Look upon 
u your/elf as happy to fuffer with the better part of the 
** nation. If I have the power of giving my benediction 
u to any. body, I give you mine with both my hands. — 
c< O be thou blej/ed, mojl worthy and mofi conjiant of my 
" Heroes. ... I am forry that all this has happened juft 
«' at the time when I am fetting out for the banks of the 
« Rhine. I depart next month and (hall not return till a 
" few months hence. In the mean time I Jhall not be idle\ 
a and it is not without a reafon that I go to that country. 
a Acquaint the Brethren of iu Be always firm andcon- 
w (taut. No di(honor can attach to you ; continue as you 
« c nave begun, and your very enemies will be obliged to 
€< admire you. Adieu, learn to appreciate and feel your 
*' own greatnefs. Your enemies rre little indeed in their 
iC triumph. — (Ratijlon this qth April 1785J. 

4i P. S. If you ' want money I will have proper mea- 
a fures taken at Munich to fupply you." 

This letter was either intercepted or fell into the Elec- 
tor's hands by fomc other means;* and he there faw how 
dangerous a man this muft be who could thus infufe his 
enthuliafm into the minds of his Confpirators. A fecret 
trommiffion was named to receive further depofitions.— . 
The aulic counfellor Utz$chneider and Mr. Grun 
J3ERCER of the Academy of Sciences, who were known to 
have abandoned the Order of the Uluminees about two 

¥ars before, were fummoned to make their depositions, 
he Prieft Cofandey was called upon once more. The 
declaration made in common by thefe three Gentlemen 
will recall to the minds of the readers many of the parti- ' 
culars already dated in the foregoing declarations, and in 
th& Code of the Iiluminees, with refpe& to the means em- 
ployed by the S^ct, for making thcm&lvcs mailers of the 
Mafonic Lodges; for appropriating to themiclves their 

* See Original Writings, Vol. II. laft.Lctter and Note. 
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funds, to provide for the cfcpenfe of their travellers; arid 
for multiplying the number of their adepts,— The lame 
method for the fcrutators is obfervable, the fame oaths, al- 
manacks, and cypher for the firft degrees* The depo- 
nents had abandoned the Order before they were admitted 
to the higher degrees. The principles that had been laid 
down to them are on that account the more remarkable* 
I {hall, therefore, tranflate that part of their evidence as 
being of the utmoft confequence* Some perfons may be 
of opinion, that to have Amply ftated the perfect coinci- 
dence of this new declaration with thofe already feen 
would have fufficed; but they (hould confider that rcpe* 
titions of objects of fuch importance may be tnfifted on 
by many readers, becaufe the proofs are ftrengthened bjr * 
the number, the character, and concordance of the wit* 
hefles* 

The Juridical bepofttion made in cimmdn by the Julie 
% Counjcllor Utzschnmder, the Prieft Cosandey, 

and the Academician GRuNBERGtR, fin the qth of 

Sapt. 1785. 

li The objeel of the iirft degrees of Ittuminifra is at 
li once to train their young men, and to be informed of 
" every thing that is going forward by a fyftem of efpitn- 
<c age.* The Superiors aim at procuring from their in- 
44 feriors diplomatic acts, documents, and original wri* 
<c , tings. With pleafure they fee them commit any trea* 
u fons or treacherous acts, becaufe they not only turn the 
€i fecrets betrayed to their own advantage, but thereby 
c< have it in their power to keep the traitors in a perpetual 
€i dread, left, if they ever fhowed any figns ,of ftubborn* 
<l nefs, their malefactions fhould be made known. — Ode- 
" rint dum metuant) let them hate, provided they fear, is 
l{ the principle of their government. 

c< tiie Iliuminees from thefe fir ft degrees are educated 
,c in the following principles: 

I. a The Illuminee who vvifhes to rife to the higheft 
f< degrees muft be free from ail religion jf for a rcligionip 

* TJnd zn gliech zur aufkundfehaftung aller ftchen. 
f Dcr Illuminat, der in die hohern grade kommen will, maft 
Von alter religion irey fcyn. 
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** (as they call every man who has any religion) will tie* 
u ver be admitted to the higheft degrees. 

II. The Patet Ex'ttus^ or the do&rine on Suicide, is 
expreffed in the fame terms as in the preceding depofition* 

III. a The end fandifies the means. The welfare of * 
tt the Order will be a juftification for calumnies, poifon* 

u ings, affaffi nations, perjuries, treafons, rebellions; in 
u fhort, for all that the prejudices of men lead them to 
4< call crimeSi 

IV. tt One muft be more fubmiflive to the Superiors 
" of Illuminifm, than to the fovereigns or magiftrates who 
" govern the people ; and he that gives the preference to 
u fovereigns or governors of the people is ufelefs to us.* 
" Honor, life, and fortune, all are to be facrificed to the 
tt Superiors* The governors of nations are defpots when 
u they are not directed by us* They can have no autho* 
u rity over us, who arc free men/'f 

The Marquis of Conftanza ufed to (ay, w that there 
u ought to be but two Princes in Germany — Thefc Prin- 
" ces (hould be llluminees, and fo furrounded and led by 
" our adepts, that none of the prophane could approach 
w their perfons. The greater and lefferfcffices of the ftatc 
« (hould be folely entrufted to members of our Order; 
(( and the advantages of the Order (hould be attended to, 
a tho* in direct oppofition to the interefts of the Princc.J 
c < Sovereigns (hould alfo pafs through the lower degrees 
a of the Order, and they (hould only be admitted to the 
<c higher degrees when they properly apprehend the holy 
11 deligns of the Order— which are no other than to deli- 
w ver the people from the bondage of their Princes, No- 
u bles, and Priefts; to eftabli(h an equality of ftations and 
* c of religion j and to render men both free and happy.— * 
u Should we ever have fix hundred llluminees in Bavaria, 
u nothing could refill us." 

I promifed to make a few reflexions on this article % 
and to thofe perfons I addrefs them, who would immedi- 
ately lay hold of it to prove that the llluminees, fo far from 
wifhing to annihilate every government and civil fociety 
. itfelf, had no other view than to re-unite Germany under 

m * Vollte jemand den Regenten mehr anhangen, fo taught cr 
■icht f iir uns. 

ISic habenkein Recht u'ber uns frcye Menfchen. 
Alles was das befte des Ordens betordert, mufs man them, 
wenn es gleich dem befteo der Regenten zu wider laufu 
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one and the fame government* Moft undoubtedly ftich 
views were held out to the deponents in their lower class- 
es v but let it be remembered, that none of them had been 
admitted to the higher myfteries. It is in the degree of 
# Epopt that the defigns of the Order for the total deftruc- 
tion of Civil Society are manifefted There the illutni- 
nizing Hierophant no longer Jays, that Germany ought 
to.be under the government of one Prince; but he fays 

THAT NATIONS AND PRINCES SHALL DISAPPEAR 

MOM THE FACE OF TfeE EARTH; that every father 
Jbali) like Abraham^ be at once the priejl and f over eign 
of his jamily\ and REASON /hall be thefole Code of Alan. 
The Hierophant there declares, that secret societies 
are the agents that are to produce this revolution, and 
that it is one of the grand fecrets of Illuminifm* There, 
in (hort, is clearly to be (©en the plan of bringing men 
back to the pretended Patriarchal nomade and javage 
life; and it is even expreilsly afferted, that the original 
caufe of the fall of man was their re-union in civil foci ety! 
The depofitions, therefore, of Meffrs. Utzfchneider, Co- 
fandey, and Griinberger, are perfectly correct fo far as 
they relate to their degrees ; for fuch was the do&rine 
taught in the degrees of Major and Minor Jlluminee.— » 
Another remark may alio be true, that as a preparatory 
ftep the Uluminces only feek to deftroy all the lefler pow- 
ers in order to form one or two great ftates in Germany; 
but that will not change the fate decreed in the higher 
myfteries for thefe greater Princes of the German nation, 
or for all Princes and nations in general. This Tingle Po- 
tentate will then fhare the fame fete as Religion. We 
have heard them talk of reducing the world to the unity 
of Religion^ as well as to the unity or equality ofjlationf. 
But has not the Sect already declared, that in order to be 
admitted to the laft fecrct one muft begin by getting rid 
of all Religion ? This plan, therefore, for reducing Gcr- 

* Tin's is precifely what has been lately attempted to divert 
the eyes of the public from their monftrous and Antifocial plots % 
anrl even in England this plea has been let up, in hopes of in- 
validating the pioofs adduced in fuch Memoirs. I know not 
who is the invijible writer of thefe paragraphs; but thought* 
ven the Sieur Doeftiger himfelf, famous among the German !!• 
lummees, were the author of them, I mould Jittle fear his ai* 

Suniems. Let my readers compare his proofs with mm* I 
k no mort. 
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many under the dominion of one Prince, is evideotly no- 
thing more than a preliminary ftep, in lite manner as 
iheir plan of fubje&ing Prkices to the government of 
their Order. When the proper time comes, all the(e 
plans are changed, in the leflbns of the adepts, to the to- 
tal annihilation of every ftatc, prince, and civil govern- 
ment on earth. 

The Reader may eafily perceive how the Se&, even fo 
early as the degrees in which the three deponents had 
teen admitted, prepares them for the laft fecrets ; efpe- 
cially when he fees immediately following the pretended 
union of Germany, that maxim which has already ap- 
peared in the firft depofition. 

V. u The love of one's prince and of one's country 
f< are incompatible with views of an immenfe extent, with 
tt the ultimate ends of the Order, and one muft glow with 
iC ardor for the attainment of that end. 99 * 
. In the Degrees alfo to which the deponents had been 
admitted we fee the Superiors inceflantly declaiming on 
that end\ but they never mention what it really was.— 
They even confefs that they are not in the fecret; they . 
fay that the knowledge of it is referved to the higher 
degrees; their own declaration, therefore, proves that it 
cannot be this unity of Religion or of government to 
be cftabliflied in Germany, as they are not ftrangers to 
that plan. Befides, how can it appear, that the love of 
one's country, or national love, is incompatible with the 
wifli of uniting a great nation under the dominion of one 
Prince. On the other hand, we fee thefe maxims in per- 
&& accord with the views of Uluminifm, when, advan- 
cing toward the higher degrees, we hear the Sc£t pouring 
forth its blafphemies againft Princes and Nations, and 
pofitively declaring, as one of their myfteries, that Secret 
Societies were only contrived to fweep Nations and 
Princes from the face of the earth. Such are the plots to 
be difcovered to nations ; fuch have been the tricks em- 
ployed by the Illuminees to lull nations to fleep on their 
dangers; and, Englifh Reviewers having hearkened co * 

fuch inlinuations, f am obliged to have recourfe to repe* 
titions in the midft of a nation whofc ruin is now become 



* Fiirften und vaterlands Hebe wiederfprechen den weitau*. 
Jehenden gefichts puntfea des Orders— Man mufg gluhea fur 
dec zweck. 
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one of the chief objefts of the Se£h— But let us return to 
the depofitions of our witneffes. 

" The Superiors of Illuminifm are to be looked upon 
u as the moft perfect and the moft enlightened of men ; 
w no doubts are to be entertained even of their infalli- 
a bility.* 

u It is in thefe moral and political principles that the 
li Uluminees are educated in the lower degrees; and it is 
a according to the manner in which they imbibe them 
c< and fhow their devotion to the Order, or are able to 
<c fecond its views, that they are earlier or later admitted 
<c to the higher degrees, 

<c They ufe every poffible artifice to get the different 
u poft-offices in all countries entrufted to the care of their 
<c adepts only. They alfo boaft that they are in poffes- 
u fion of the fecret of opening and reclofing letters with- 
u out the circumftance being perceived. 

t tt They made us give anfwers in writing to the follow* 
w ing queftions ; How would it be poffible to devife one 
<c (ingle jyftem of morals and one common government 
. ic for all feurope, and what means fhould be employed to 
<c effe&uate it ? Would the Chriftian Religion be a ne- 
<c ceffary requifite ? Should revolt be employed toaccom* 
« plifh it ? &c. &c. 

« We were alfo afked, in which Brethren we fhould 
cc place the moft confidence if there were any important 
<c plan to be undertaken ; and whether we were willing 
<c to recognize the right of life and death as vefted in the 
€c Order; and alfo the right of the fword, Jus Gladiu 

tt In confequence of our acquaintance with this doc-» 
ct trine of the Uluminees, with their condu&, their man- 
<l ners, and their incitements to treafon, and being fully 
" convinced of the dangers of the Sect, we the Aulic 
<c Counfcllor Utfchneider and the Prieft Otitis Jeft the 
w Order. The Profefflbr Griinberger, the Prieft Cofan* 
u dey, Renner, and Zaupfer, did the fame a week after, 
€i though the Uluminees fought to impofe upon us thame- 
u fully, by alluring us that his Electoral Highnefs was a 

* member of their Order. We clearly faw that a Prince 
a knowing his own interefts, and wholly attending to the 

* paternal care of his fubje&s, would never countenance 

* a Seft, fpreading through almoft every province undef 

# An dcren uotriiglichkeit raan nie zweifeln dijrfe. . . 
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« the cloak of Free-mafonry $ becaufe it fows divifion 
** and difcord between parents and their children, between 
w Princes and their fubje&s, and among the moft fincere 
« friends; becaufe on all important occafions it would 
u inftall partiality on the feats of juftice and in the coun- 
f cils, as it always prefers the welfare of {he Order to that 

* of t^ie ftate, and the interefts of its adepts to thofe of the 
u prophane, Experience had convinced us, that they woul4 
a ibon fucceed in perverting all the Bavarian youth. The 
ft leading feature in the generality of their adepts were irre- 
u ligjon, depravity qf morals, difobedience to their prince 
u and to their parents, and the neglect of all ufcful ftudies, 
f We faw that the ratal confequence of Iiluminifm would 
ic be, to create a genera} diftnift between the prince and his 
a fubjecls, the father and his children, the rairiifter and hi$ 
f fecretaries, and between the different tribunals and coun- 
w cils. We were not to be deterred by that threat fo often 
* c repeated, That no. Prince canfave him that betrays us, 
<€ We have abandoned, one after the other, this Seel, which, 
* c under different names, as we have been informed by fc- 
♦ c veral of our former Brethren, has already fpread itfelf 
** in Italy, and particularly at Venice, in Aujiria, in HoU 
* c land, in Saxony on the Rhine, particularly at Frank- 
^fort, and even as far as America. — The llluminee^ 
I* meddle as much as poffible in (late affairs, and excite 
** troubles wherever their Order car} be benefitted by 

ftthem '" 

Here followed a lift of a great many invijibles, of feve- 

ral fuperiors, and of fonje of the moft adti vc members. A 
fecond lift contained perfons who, though' as yet unac T 
quainted with the ultimate views of the Order, were zea T 
lous and adtive Recruiters, but the government thought 
fit to keep thefe two lifts fecret. The deponents then pro- 
ceed ; . 

u We are not unacquainted with the other 'inviftbU^ 

* who in all probability are chiefs of a higher degree. 

M After we had retired from the Order, the Illuminees 
** calumniated us on all fides in the moft infamous man- 
f 1 ner. Their cabal made us fail in every requeft we pre T 
u fentedj fucceeding in rendering us hateful and odious 
f* to our fuperiors, they even carried their calumnies fy 
* c far as to pretend that one of us had committed murder. 
M After a year's perfecution, an Illuminee came to repre-y 
H fent to the^ulic CounfellorUtzfchneider,tha£ frpmexj 
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* perience he muft have learned that he was erery where 
«* perfecuted by the Order} that unlefs he could contrive 
u t'» regain its protection, he would never fucceed in any 
" of Ins demands; and that he could ftiH regain adnou- 

* fion." 

Here ends the depofition figned by the three deponents. 
After their fignature follows the atteftation y that each of 
the deponents had been called in feparately in pretence of 
the Commiflary, and their refpe&ive declarations read to* 
them ; and that each had affirmed the truth of the content* 
on oath, as witneffes, the 10th of September, 1785. I 
leave the reader to make his reflections on the ttrength 
find nature of thefe firft proofs acquired againft Illuminifm; 
and proceed immediately to the circumlFances which dis- 
cloied the ulterior projects of the Sect 
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CHAP. VIII. 



Continuation of the Difcoveries made in Bavaria as to 
the Illuminees.— Proceedings of the Court with refpeft 
to the Chiefs of the St St. — A few Remarks on and * 
Left ofthi principal Adepts* 

NOTWITHSTANDING the important difcove- 
ries made by the court of Bavaria, proofs were ftill 
wanting of the plans and of the ultimate views of llln- 
minifm 9 which the Sed concealed with fo much care, and 
of which none of the witneffes could give any fatisfa&ory 
account. The court had neglected to feize Weifhaupt's 
papers at the time; and it was clear that the adepts had 
taken every precaution to put theirs beyond the power of 
the moft diligent fearch. The court even appeared to 
pay litde or no attention to the proper fteps that (hould 
be taken, and only watched the motions of thofe adepts 
who ftill kept up a correfpondence with their chiefs. If 
we are to credit the apology publifhed by the llluminees, P 001 " 1 " 
it was for no other reafon that Del ling, municipal of- fc me f 
ficer of Munich, and Krennrr, profeffor at Ingotftadf, theadeptt. 
were difmified from their employments. On the fame ac- 
count, they tell us, were the Count Savioli and the Mar- 
quis Co n ft an z a exiled from Bavaria, and the Baron Mag- 
genhoff condemned to a month's imprifomeat in a mo- 
naftery. 

This apologift alfo pretends, that the Canon Hertcl 
was deprived of his benefice, becaufe he would not give 
in an account of the funds belonging to the Illumine s. — 
But after the different parts that we have fcen thefe adepts 
perform, it appears that the court was pretty well inform- 
ed; and it certainly gave a great proof' of its clemency 
when it allowed Brutus-Szvioli and Diomedes-ConftiLn- 
za a penfion which they were at liberty to expend where- 
ver they chofe, excepting in Bavaria. Lighr, however, 
as thefe punifhments were for confpirators of their ftatnp, 
the Illuminees filled all Germany with their reclamations, 
crying out againft a perfecution which they reprefjntcJ 
as the height of defpotifm, oppreflion, and injuitice. The 
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the Seft 
difcover- 
W. 



depofitions that had been made were publifhed, and th* 
authors of them were immediately aflailed with a torrent 
of abufe, fophtftry, and calumny v nor was the court fpa- 
red. The whole bufinefs appeared to be changed into a 
literary war/in which the impudence of the apologiftshad 
very nigh fucceeded in calling doubts on the wifdom and 
juftice of his Electoral HighnefsJ* and it was high tiitie 
to have recourfe to fuch meafures as could inconteftibly 
prove the guilt of the Sect. 

At length, on the i ith of October, 1786, the magis* 
trates, by order of the Elector, made a vifit at Cato* 
Zwack's houfe, at a time When he leaft expected it. O- 
thers went on the fame commiffion to the cattle of San* 
tierdorf, belonging to Hannibal Baron Baffus. There* 
fult of thefe viiitations was, the difcovcry of a multitude 
of letters, difcourfes, rules, plans, and ftatutes, which may 
be looked upon as the archives of the confpirators, and 
have been publifhed under the title of Original Writings 
pf the Order and of the Seft of the Illuminees. The con- 
spiracy of which Weifiiaupt was the chief, now appeared 
in fuch horrid colors, that one could fcarcely believe hu* 
man wickednefs to have been able to devife it» But at 
the head of each of thefe two volumes is an advertifement, 
informing all readers, that orders have been given by the 
Elector to the keeper of hft archives to (how the origin* 
als to whoever might wifh to verify them* The onry re* 
fouice now left to the confpirators was to complain of 
the violation ofdomeftic fecrecy. Pretended j unifications 
fwarmed again from the adepts; and they had the impu-* 
dence to aflerr, that thefe letters, fo far from containing 
any thing militating againft fociety or religion, only con* 
tained views for the happinefs and amelioration of man* 
kind. They made every attempt poffible to give plauii- 
ble interpretations to their letters 5 but they never dared 
aflert that any of thefe writings had been forged. Their 
own avoWals are to be found in their apologies; and the 
Jjroofj of their antireligious and antifocial confpiracy reft 



* For the whole ofthis literary war, fee the jfpehghder Ik 
lutniriaten* and the addition Nachtracht zu der ApUogie y &c. 
alio the anfwer of the deponents Groffe abfechten des Orders der 
Illuminatcn; the addition to thefe aniwers JVirc4fr<tfA, &c« No* 
*# a> J. 
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^pon fech inconteftible grounds, that their fophifms can 
Rever invalidate them.* 

The court of Bavaria, when it gave fo great a publi- why this 
city to the proofs it had thus acquired, was not a&uated difcovery 
folely by a view of juftifying; its own conduct ; but it was j? a |f c * ** 
defirous alfo to warn every ftate of the dangers with which ffiQ™" 
it was threatened. The Ele&or, therefore, fent a copy £ n other"' 
*>f thefe Original Writings to all the powers of Europe*, courts* 
and the anrwers of the different minifters proved, that they # 
had all received cbefc documents of a moftjmonftrous con- 
spiracy agai nft every chu rch and ftate. The hiftorian will 
naturally afk, how it came to pafs that the knowledge of ' 
thefe proofs of a confpiracy, at once fo evident and fo 
threatening to every ibte in the world, {hould have been 
fo long confined to Germany. And how it happened, 
that thefe Original Writings did not become the daily 
leftures of every family. Should not every father have 
read it to his children, and explained to them the horrid 
machinations that were contriving againft their. God, 
their country, and their property i Univerfal indignation 
muft have fe&ed every mind, and crufhed thefe illumini* 
teing monfters in their cradle;. Such at leaft were the fears 
which theconfpirators themfelves had conceived orr feeing 
their plans and means difcoveredv Unable to deftroy the 
proofs, they did every thing in their power to hinder their 
circulation. On the other hand, few minifters were aware 
of the immenfe influence and power of fecret focieties j 
and the Bavarian affiliation appeared to them more des- 
picable than dangerous; the very excels of their confpi- 
racy gave it a more chimerical appearance; and the policy 
of fome ftatefmen might have made them believe that the 

{publication of the archives of thefe confpirators would on- 
y ferve to accredit their fophifms, and add to the danger 
by divulging their principles. 

Laftly, the language in which they were written was 
little known in the other parts of Europe; and it was 
thought beft to leave them in a profound oblivion. Such 

* For thefe avowals fee the Apology of Cato-Zwack ; the 
Preface of Weifhaupt's fUumimftn torrefied; the Baron Bass's 
Defence; and particularly the LmJI Obfervatlons by Knigge.-^ 
Pbilo, in this latter work, very frankly acknowledges ail the let- 
ters that are attributed to him in the Original Writings, and he 
frequently quotes WeUhaopt's letters as being equal J $ authen- 
tic with his own* 
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may be the explanation of this fpecies of phenomenon, or 
of this total ignorance in which the reft of the world were^ 
with refpeft to the nature and views of the Illuminees, 
when 1 announced to the public the ufe I intended to 
make of them in thefe Memoirs. 
Even in A myftery ftill more aftonifhing, and which could not 

Germany. j, ave \^ en believed, had not the progrefs of the Illuminees 
proved it, is that inactivity or fomnolency in which all 
the German courts appeared to be buried in the midft of 
the dangers that had been fo clearly pointed out to them 
by the court of Bavaria* Unfortunately for the Empire, 
* Frederic II. of Pruffia died a Httle before thefe laft proofs 
were acquired againft the Illuminees. No fooner did this 
Prince hear of the confpiracy, than he immediately traced 
all thole principles of fedition and anarchy which he had 
already been obliged to divulge as the tenets of the So* 
phifters; the Illuminees even pretend it to have been at 
his irrigation that the court of Munich profecuted their 
chief and the firft adepts who were difcovered.* What 
would he not have done himfelf againft this Seft, if he 
he had but fecn in the Original Writings the progrefc 
that it was making in his own ftat^es! Mmifters,undera 
Prince fo tenacious as he was of the authority neceflary 
to fupport his Government, and fo juftly offended as he 
was againft the Sophifters of Rebellion, would not have 
fneered or replied farcaftically to thofe letters which the 
court of Bavaria tranfmitted as introductory and expla- 
natory, together with the proofs acquired againft the Se£h 
But the archives of Uluminifm were not difcovered till 
the nth and 12th October, 1786, and Frederic had died 
on the 17th of Auguft of that year. His fucceffor was a 
prey to adepts of another fpecies, almoft as great knaves 
as thofe of Bavaria. The Emperor Jofeph had not yet 
been undeceived with refpeft to the Lodges that fur round- 
ed him. Many other Princes were either feduced, or fo 
fettered by the Illuminees that they could not a&. This 
may ferve to account for their apparent indifference; and 
it alfo explains the circumftancc of feverai of them hav~ 
ing viewed the proceedings of the court of Munich in the 
light of an abfolute pert'ecution of their own Brethren.-** 
The Prince Bi&op of Ratifbon was the only one who 

* See Memorial infert^d in No. ia of the IVcltkunde, the 
Tubingen Gazette. 
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feeraed to know his danger, and who publifhed ediAs in 
fupport of thofe iflued by the Elector* 

Neverthek-fs, the proofs published by the court of Ba- Other fe- 
varia are thofe whence the moft evident demonftration of ¥* t9 , 
the plots of IlJuminifin have been deduced in thefe Me- J^jJ ^ 
moirs. The very fcraps of paper found among the ar- Orieiaal 
chives indicate the moft confummate villany. Among Writings, 
thefe were, chiefly in v^Vtf-Maflenhaufen's hand, and in 
the cypher of the Order, receipts for making the aqua 
teffana, the moft acute of all poifons ; for procuring alwr- 
Uon in women; and for poifoning the air of an apart- 
ment: alio a colle&ion of one hundred and thirty feah of 
Princes, Noblemen, and Bankers, with the fecret of tak- 
ing off and imitating all thofe for which the Order might, 
according to circumftanccs, have occafion. The defcrip- 
tion of a lock, of which the adepts only Ihould have the 
fecret, was likewife contained in thefe papers; alio the 
model of a coffer wherein to preferve their papers, and 
which ihould take fire immediately if any of the prophane 
attempted to open it. On other detached papers were to 
$>e feen the plan for placing fome adepts in the fuite of an 
ambaftador, who {hould then carry on fome commerce as 
fraudulent as it was lucrative for the Seel. Alfo the fe- 
cret intimation, that all the Superiors of Illuminifm (hould 
know how to write with both hands. A man ufcript alfo 
was found entirely in Zwack's hand writing, and looked 
upon as very precious by the Order, becauie, under the 
title Bitter than Horus % it contained all the blafphemieS 
of Atheifm.* 

Notwithftanding the little impreffion the publication 
of thefe difcover ies had made on the other Princes of Ger- 
many, the court of Bavaria continued its profecutions a* 
gainft the Sea. About twenty of the adepts were cited dcplip ^„ 
to appear* fome were difmiffed from their employments, \ft^ % 
others condemned to a few years imprifonmentj and fome* 
particularly Zwack, faved themfelves by flight. The E- 
lector's Tribunal could not by any calumny be accufed 
of being fanguinary, as not one of the adepts was con- 
demned to death- This punifliment feemed to be referr- 
ed for Weilhaupt alone, and a price was kt upon his 
head. The Regency of Ratifbon, which, in the firft in- 
stance, had refufed tb drive him from their territories, nt 

t Original Writings, Vol. II, Se^ i«, 1 j> *x. 
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longer dared to fupport hini| at leaft not openly; and ha 
took refuge under His Highnefs the Duke of Saxe-Go- 
tha. The reafon why the Founder of IUuminiftn, and a 
Why they niim ber of his profcribed adepts, found prote&ion and ftill 
*rf toth*" contmue m fe vor at fo many courts, may be explained by 
touro, the numerous difciples who enjoyed places of high impor- 
tance in the different courts, and fome of whom, indeed, 
were the Princes themfel ves. The lift of thefe latter, were 
it accurately made out, would aftonifh pofterity; more 
particularly, fliould the art with which Weifhaupt feduc- 
ed them, by truncating the myftcries,^ have efcaped the 
notice of the hiftortanj or mould the means have remain- 
ed a fecret by which he blinded them and bound them to 
the Order, by furrounding them with adepts who know 
how to feize on the miniitry, on the Deaiji l eres> or coun- 
cils, and occupied all the places of confecjuence by them- 
fel ves or their creatures, 
Illominiz- I will not pretend to fay, that thefe artifices of Illumi- 
td princes nifm can excufe thofe Princes for becoming difciples of 
Weifhaupt. But moft eertajnly they were rendered the 
dupes of his impiety before they became the fport of his 
confpiracies; and undoubtedly the latter was but the juft 
punifhment of the former. However this may be, we lind 
",ewjs Ernest of Saxe Gotha at the head of thefe 
adepts under the chara&eriftic of Tunoleon, According 
to all the letters that I have received from Germany, this 
Prince is at length confetous of his error. He, at prefenr, 
pays much greater attention to the happinefs of his fub-* 
je&s than to the myfteries of the Sect. Weifhaupt is not 
fcven allowed to appear in his prefencc; but the goodnefs 
of his heart will not allow the Prince to withdraw his be- 
nefactions even from thofe who have incurred his difplea«, 
fure. It is thus, at leaft, that the penfion he allows to thq 
Founder of Uluminifm is explained,* But on the other 
hand, Weifhaupt is far from being excluded from the pre* 
fence of Maria Charlotte Meinungen, the wife of His 
Highnefs j and thus is explained the alylum which the 

* I am alfo informed, that this penfion is not taken from the 
public treafttry, (as I faid in my third volume, page t, ) but from 
the Duke's private purfe. Thofe indeed who look upon the fu- 
(pcifluities of this purfe as foreign to the duties that a Priocc 
owes to the public, to decencv, or to his own honor and repu- 
tation, may make the diftin$ion» J, for Que* at leajtj,|t)aUj>e? 
yer adopt it. 
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contriver of fuch horrid plots ftill finds at that court, not-* 
withft^nding the conversion of the Prince. 

I will not pretend to pronounce whether Augustus 
of Saxe Gotha has imbibed a fimilar difguft for Illu- 
minifm, as has his Brother the reigning Prince. At the 
time of Weiflbaupt's arrival, however, he was alfo an a- 
dept under the chara&eriftic of Prince IValter. 

Charges Augustus Du^EofSAXE Weimar was 
alfo initiated under the title of Efchylus\ but he renoun- 
ced the myfteries of the Seft, 

The late Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, at 
once the martial l^ero of Minden, and the Mafonic leader 
at Willqmibaden, fell a prey to all forts of Illuminifm.— t 
Wilhermpts had begun by initiating him in the Illumi- 
nifin of Swedenborg, and of the Martinifts. flis frequent 
conferences with Knigge feduced him into that of Wei- 
fljaupt, who created him his Brother or his High Prieft 
Aaron^ and His Highnefs died during his Priefthood. 

As to the late Prince of Neuwied, I know not 
what name was given him in recompenfe for his devotion 
to the Secfc; but at his court it might with truth be faid, 
the Illuminees had acquired fuch an afcendancy, that if 
they had gained a fimilar one in other parts, the world 
mull have been theirs. This unfortunate Prince little 
thought that his own fon would be deprived of al) power 
in his own ftates, and that he would be reduced humbjy 
to folicit the Comitia of the Empire for leave to affert his 
own rights, and to drive out from his ftates thole adepts that 
had been * protected by his Father, and his Uncle, the 
Count Stolberg; or at Jeaft for leave to difmifs them from 
the employments they occupied, even from that of the e- 
ducation of his children, which they had fcized upon in 
foiteofhim,* 

y 

* This law-fuit between the Prince and Illuminifm is of a 
mod extraordinary nature indeed. , The reader (hall hear him 
ftate his cafe himfelf to the Diet of Ratifbon in the year 1794; 

" Every one is acquainted with what this Seel has done in 
f< France. We have alfo feen extraordinary initances of its 
fi power at Neuwied: It has a Lodge here called the Thr^e 
*• Peacocks. My Father and my firft Wife greatly favored thefe 
'' adepts, and my prefent one in particular is the great pro? 
" teclrix of feveral of them; of that Paftur Wi N£ for example, 
*! who, notwithftanding the great fetvice I rendered him in 
" Hilling a profecution againft him for Sociuianifm, is now. one 
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Another fpecics of adept is My Lord the Baron of 
Dalberg, Coadjutor to the Sees of Mentz, Worms, 
and Conftanz, and Governor of the town and country of 
Erfort. We are led to flirink back in aftonifhment, and 
examine whether our eyes do not impofe upon us, at die 
fight of a Bifhop, intended to occupy the fir ft Ecclefiafti- 
cal and Electoral See in Germany, ranked among this 
IUuminized Brotherhood. Moreover, perfons who had 
often been in company with His Lordfliip infilled on my 
effacing his name from thefe Memoirs. Tliey affured me, 
that he held the principles of the modern Philofophers in 
the utmoft detcftation, and that to them he attributed the 
French Revolution. I then produced a pamphlet publi(h- 
ed by His Lordfliip, with all his titles and his name at 
the head of it, en tided, Of the Influence of Science and 
cf the Polite Arts on the Public Tranquillity — At Er- 
fort) 1793. They then faw that the object of this pam- 
phlet wus tojlifle in the germs what His Lordfhip calk 
noxious prejudices of jome Jhort-figkted good people y bj 
proving to them that neither the Philofophers nor the So- 
v phifters of the age had given rife to the French Revolu- 
tion, and that Condor cet himfelf had but little contributed 

€t of my greateft enemies. She was alfo very clofely connected 
44 with the Aulic Counfellor Krober (the adept AgisJ. One 
4i Schwartz, from Hrunfwick, and a titular major of Weimar , 
" to whom my Father entrufted the educatioo of one of my 
" children, and who, to my great gtief, has dill two of them 
•' under his care, is alfo a great favorite of the Princefs's; (he 
4< has placed her whole confidence in him, and fees him very 
•" often, although letters from Brunfwick depict him in the light 
41 of a molt deteftable intriguer. Several Couofellors and vari* 
••-©us officers and other inhabitants of Neuwied are, like hira, 
" members of the Sect, and arc in an agreement with thePrin- 
" cefs. It is notorious, that they are ail bound by oath mutual- 
•' ly to fupport each other. They have alfo gained over various 
€t other perfons who do not belong to their Order ; and thus ao 
,f aflbciation has been formed for my deftruction.*' 

In fad, the llluminees had fucceeded in getting this Prince 
placed under an interdict in his own ftates ; he accufed feveral 
of his firft judges as being adepts: It coft them little to de- 
clare on their oaths that they were not, and fome indeed no 
longer continued attacheo^to the Sect. This incident occafion- 
ed him much unpleafant trouble; but at length he was rein- 
ftated in his pofiefltons after a very long law-fmt, which muft 
have taught the German Princes how well Illuminifra can take 
advantage of its power whep once it has Succeeded in fur* 
rounding theni. 
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towards it. This pamphlet alfo abounded in thofe argu- 
ments of Illuminized Philofophifm which the Sect fet forth 
to dupe nations as to the tendency of their confpiracy ; I 
did not therefore efface the name of his Lordfhip; I, on 
die contrary, fubjoined that of Crefcens^ his charafteriftic 
among the Illuminees, How is it poffible that at fuch a 
name he could refrain from £h udder ing with horror ! and 
what fervices could the Order expeS from him under fuch 
a charafteriftic ? — The name of Crefcens has only been 
tranfmitted tApofterity by his addiction to the infamous 
debauchery ofthe Cynic Philofophers, and by his calum- 
nies againft the Chriftians, which obliged St. Juftin to 
write his Second apology for Christianity. A protectant 
who is eager to fee that of His Lordfhip tells us, that it 
will moil certainly appear in its proper time, and we im- 
patiently wait for it!* We (hall there find, I hope, that 
His Lordfhip had not been initiated into all the fecrets of 
the Se£t. They muft at leaft have concealed from him 
their defigns upon the Sees of Mentz, Worms, and Con- 

ftanz, to which His Lordfhip was Coadjutor. In all 

probability, thefe were not the fecrets of which his Se- 
cretary CryJippus-KoLnoRn informed him, who admit- 
ted to the degree of Epopt, was already become a half- 
naturalift without knowing //, and from whom Knig^e 
expected the greatefl fervices. f But can this charadter- 
iftic of Crefcens denote any other view than that of feduc- 
ing His Lordfhip into an apoftacy fimilar to that of his 
Secretary? We can only repeat, that it is with great an- 
xiety we wait for His Lordlhip's Apology. 

Bui what other Apology, than a clear and public pro- an< j ox \^f^ 
ieifion of faith, and an abjuration of llluminifm, can rc- 
inftate the honor ofthe Prelate Haslein, known in th^ 
Se& as the Brother Pbilo oj By bios! The Original 
Writings defcribe this adept prelate as overloaded vv::'i 
work. It is an unfortunate circumftance for him t:> have 
been able to find time to pen letters and plans that could 
have placed him in fuch great eftimation with the chiefs 
of thefe confpirators. % 

9 See the Euderoonia. Vol. IV. No 5, Letter of DoSor J. 
H. Jung. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 1, from Pbilo. 

t Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. from Diomedct % and Vol. 
II. Letter > f from Phil: 
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Among the higher clafs of adepts maybe ranked Ale** 
Ander, or the general Count of Pappenheim* Govern* 
or of Ingolftadt, and Alfred the Count of Seinshejm, 
Minifter and V ice-PreRdent of the Council at Munich* 
At getting poffeflion of this latter Minifter, Wefthaupt 
exults, and on giving him the chaTafteriftic of Alfred he 
thus writes to Cato: — •" What great men We daily gain 
a over to our party at Athens (Munich), and that With- 
" out its being perceived ! Men much confidered, ready 
4C formed, and perfeft models ! " Weifhaupt does not wifli 
to fee this adept in leading firings^ and therefore drfpenfes 
with his noviciate. He alfo hopes, with a fittle care on 
the part of the recruiters, to fee his Excellency become oru 
of his great ejl enthufiafis\ and he foon found that he had 
judged accurately of his pupil. The adept Minifter goes 
of his owji accord to Ingolftadt to be prefcnt at the inaugu* 
ration of an ilium inized church, where Weifhaupt does the 
honors inanewdifcourfe prepared for the occafion. Full 
of admiration at the leflfons of the Chief, the illuminized 
Minifter becomes the carrier of this difcourfe to the Breth* 
ren at Munich 5 and all the town of Ingolftadt were fur- 
prized at feeing the Minifter, with fo many other of the 
Brethren, come to vifit Weifiiaupr.* At length the day 
arrives when the object of this vifit ceafes to be a mys* 
tery, and the adept Minifter is condemned to a ftiort ex* 
ile: but it ftill remains to be known, whether it is a fin- 
cere repentance for his pad enthufiafm, or fome new in- 
trigue or fecrct influence of the Brethren, that has re- 
called him and reinstated him in his former dignities at 
the Court of Munich. All that I can gather from my 
correfpondence at Bavaria is, that Illuminifm is very far 
from having loft its influence in that country * 

Another adept, dear to the Sect, is the Count Kollo- 
\vrath, the Numenius of Knigge, and whom Wei- 
fhaupt wifhed to cure of his theofophical ideas. He was, 
however, entrufted to the care of Brutus Count Saviolt, 
who, obferving him pafs too fuddenly to doubts on the 
immortality of the foul % began to fufpeft that his fudden 
converfions to the fyftems of Illuminifm was only pre* 
tended, in order that he might gain admiflion to the fe- 
crets of the Order* If he ever attained the higher de* 
grees, it was not at leaft with the enthufiafm of Alfred.^ 

* Original Writings, VoJ. II. Letter 7, 9, iS. 
t Original WritiDgs, Vol. II. Letter from Brutus. 
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WeMhaupt alfoclafled Chabrias, the Baron Walden- 
tELSy at Cologne, among the adepts of high rank : He 
was the Minifter of the Ele&orj but no fooner had he 
<hfcovered the knavery of the higher myfteries than he 
abandoned die Ordei. Ptolemeus Lagus y or that fame 
Baron Riedsel, who, in JiSfjiM-Dittfuri's plan, was to 
•have had the dire&ion of the Illuminizcd Sifterhood, imi- 
tated this example* We cannot hope, however, to tear 
the mafk from all thoie confprrators whom Weifhaupt 
has encorapafied with darknefe, and who fliould rank a* 
tnong the higher clafs of adepts. The Lift that was pub- 
lished foon after the Original Writings, contains chiefly 
thofe whom my reader have already feen in the courfe of 
this work. I (hall, however, fubjoin it here with fuch ob- 
fervations as time has fince enabled me to make- There 
will appear adepts fcattered throughout the Councils, the 
Magistracy, the Army, and the houfes for public Educa- 
tion ; and this general view will better enable the reader 
to judge of the care with which the Gompirators fought 
to occupy the moft important polls of fociety while they 
planned its ruin. 

Lift of the principal Illuminees from, the Foundation of 
the Seel in 1776, till the Difovery of the Original 
Writings in 1786, 

Charaderiftics. Real Names of the. Adepts. 

Spartacus - We 1 s h au pt, Profeflbr of Laws at In- 
golftadt, and Founder of the Seel. 

Agrippa * Will, Profeflbr at Ingolftadt. 

Ajax ~ Massenhausin, Counfeilor at Mu* 

nich. 

Alcibiades - Hohencicher, Councilor at Mu- 
nich. 

Alexander - Count Pappenheim, General and Go- 
vernor of Ingolftadt. 

Alfred - Count Seinsheim, Vice»Prefident at 

Munich, firft exiled as an Uluminee, 
then fent from Deux-Ponts to Ra- 
tifbon, and at length returned to, and 
in place at Munich. 

Arrian - Count CoBEN2EL,Treafurer at Aich- 
ftadt. 

Attila - Sauer, Chancellor at Ratifbon. 
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Cbaraderiftics. 
Brutus 

Cato - 

(z\io Dan a us and 

Philip-Strozzij 

Celfus 

Claudius 

Confucius 

(at "firft Zoroafler 

Coriolanus 

Diomedes 

Epicletus 
EpSmenidcs - 

Euclid 
Hannibal 

Hermes Trifme- 

gijlus 
Ltvius 

Ludovicus 
Bavarus 
Mahomet 
Marius 

Menelaus 
Minos - . 

Mvcnius 

Alufa 



Numa 

Kuma Pontpilius 



ides 



Pbilu 



Real Names of the Adepts. 

Count Savioli, Counfcllor at Mu- 
nich. 

Xaverius-Zwack, Aulic Counfel- 
lor> and Counfellor of the Regency. 
Exiled as an adept. 

Baader, Phyfician to the EleQxefe- 
Dowager. 

SlMON-ZvVACK. 

Baierhammer, Judge at Diefen. 

; 

Troponero, Counfellor at Munich. , 
Marquis of Cost anza, Counfeiior at 

Munich. 
Mi eg, Counfellor at Heidelberg. 
F alk, Counfcllor and Burgom after at 

Hanover. 
Riedl, Counfellor at Munich. 
Baron Bassus, a Swifs from the Gri- 

fans. 

Sol cher, Curate at Haching. 
Rudorger, Secretary of the States at 
Munich. 

Lor i, difmified from the Order. 

Baron S£hroekenstein. 

Her tel, Canon of, and exiled from 
Munich. 

Werner, Counfellor at Munich. 

Baron Dittfurt, Affeffor to the Im- 
perial Chamber of Wetzlar. 

Dufresne, Comrniffary at Munich- 
Baron Monjellay, exiled from Mu- 
nich, received and placed at Deux- 
Ponts. 

Sonnensels, Counfellor at Vienna, 
and Cenfor. 

Count Lodron, Counfellor at Mu- 
nich. 

Baron Pf.cker, Judge at Amberg. 

Baron Knigge, in the favice of Bre- 
men. 
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Chara&eriftics* 

Pbilo $f Byblos 



Pythagoras - 

Raimond de Lullc 

Simon ides 

Solon 

Spinofa 

Sylla 

Tamerlane - 
Thales 

Tiberius 



Vefpafn 



lan 



Real Names of the Adepts. 

The Prelate Haslein, Vice-Prefident 
of the Spiritual Council at Munich, 
and Bifhop In Partibus. 

Drexl, Librarian at Munich. 

Fronhower, Counfellerat Munich. 

Ruling, Counfellor at Hanover. 

MiCHT,anEcclefiafticatFreyfingucn. 

MiiNTERj Attorney at Hanover. 

Baron Maggenhoff, Captain in the 
Bavarian fervice. 

Lang, Counfellor at Aichftadt. 

Kapfimger, Secretary to Count Tat- 
tenbach. 

Merz, exiled from Bavaria, fioce Se- 
cretary to the Ambaffador of the Em- 
pire at Copenhagen. 

Baron Hornstein, of Munich.*" 



This Lift appears to have been chiefly compiled for the 
Bavarian adepts in the firft volume of the Original Writ- 
ings. The fecond volume might furnifli us with the fol- 
lowing additions, befides a multitude of other adepts whoie 
true names have not been difcovered. Thofe whofe names 
are not followed by the page quoted from the Original 
Writings in this lilt, have been fent to me in Private Me- 
morials and Letters, or are extracted from Public Jour- 
nals. 

Chara&eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Aaron - This adept is only mentioned under the 

initials P. F. V. B. (Prince Ferdi- 
nand von Brunfwig)) both when he 
fends for Knigge, and when he pro- 
mifes his protection to the adept who 
is to Illuminizi England, (P. 12* 
and 184.) 

Accacius ~ Doctor Koppe, Superintendant firft at 
Gotha, afterwards at Hanover, (P. 
123.) % 

• This Lift is takeo from that publilhed in the Oermtn 

Journals. 
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Charatf eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Jgathocles - Schmerber, Merchant at Frankfort 

on the Mein, (P. 10.) 
jfgis - Krob£r, Governor of the Prince of 

Stolberg's children at Neuweid, (P. 

181.) 
Alberoni - Bleubetreu, formerly a Jew, after- 
wards a Counfellor of the Chamber 

at Neuweid, (P. 181.) 
Amelius - Bode, Privy Counfellor at Weimar^ 

(P. 213 and 221, &c.) 
Archelaus - DeBarres, formerly a Major in die 

French fervice, (P. 183.) 
Arijlodemes - Compe, High Bailiff at Weinburg in 

the Electorate of Hanover. 
Bayard - Baron B use he, a Hanoverian in the 

Dutch fervice, (P. 195. ) 
&clifarius - Peterson, at Worms. 
Campanella - Count Stolberg, the maternal uncle 

of the Prince of Neuweid ; and with 

him may be comprifed the whole 

court, the favorites, fecretaries, and 

council without exception, (P. 69 and 

189.) 
Cornelius Scipio Berger, a Le&urer at Munich, (P. 

220.) 
Crefcens - J$aronDALBERG,CoadjutorofMentz, 

(from Memorials^ Letter s^ and Ger- 
man Journals.) 
Chryftppu$ - Kol bor n, Secretary to the Baron Dal- 

berg, (P. 73 and 100.) 
Cyril - Schweickart, at Worms. 

Gotefcak - Moldenhauer, Proteftant Profeflbr 
of Divinity at Keil in Holftein, (P, 

198.) 
Hegejias - Baron Greifenclau, of Mentz, (P t 

196.) 
Leveller - LEUCHSENRiNG,anAl(acian,and Pre- 
ceptor to the Princes of Hefle Darm- 
ftadt; driven from Berlin, he took re* 
fuge at Paris. 
Lucia* - Nicolai, Bookfeller and Journaliftat 
Berlin (P. 28.) 
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Characleriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Jldanethon - Schmelzer, Ecclefiaftical Counfellor 

at Mentz, (P. 196.) 
JUarcus Aurelius Feder,* Profeffor at Gottinguen, (P T 

81.) 

■■ ■ , 1 ■ * Munter, Profeffor of Divinity at Co? 
penhagen, (P. 123.) 

ffumeniut - Count Kollo wrath, at Vienna, (P. 
199.) 

Peter potto* Volger, Phyfician at Neuweid, (P T 
188.) 

Pic de la Aft- Brunner, Prieft at Tiefcnback in the . 
randcfe Biflioprick of Spire, (P. 174.) 

Jheognis r Fischer, Lutheran JVlinifter in Aus- 
tria, (P. 204.) 

r . ■ w * Rontgen, Proteftant Minifter at Pet- 
kam, in Eaft Friefland,and the En- 
glish Apostle of flluminifm. 

Timoleon - Ernest Lewis, Duke of Saxe Go- 
tha, (Private Memorials.) 

Prince Walter Augustus of Saxe Gotha, (Ibid.) 

We do not add to this Lift Efchylus^ or Charles Au- 
guftus of Saxe Weimar* as he has declined the honor of 
continuing one of Weimaupt's difciple9. The late Prince 
of Neuwied might be fubjoined for many reafons, and he 
would make the fifth Prince well known to have been 
ponne&ed with the Seft ; but he is no more, and we have 
pot fufEcient proqfs to inferibe on the lift fcveral others 
of that clafs who jrj Germany are fuppofed to belong to 
thcSea T 

7, 

• It was ob feeing the ftrong ilfufion of his degree of K- 
potot (fo ftrangely impious) on the Doclors Feder and Koppc, 
tad fome others of the UoiverGty of Gottinguen, that Wei- 
flttttpt wrote to Cato, *' You cannot conceive how much my 
*' degree of Priejl or Epopt is admiied by our people ; but 
•• what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great Protes- 
*• tant and Reformed Divines, who are of our Order, really be- 
*• lieve that that part of the difcoarfr which alludes to religion 
€t contains the true fpirit and real fenfe of Chriftianity. Po$r 
1' mortals^ what could J not vwki you believe l*' Ong. Writ,, 
Vol. II. Let, 1?. 
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CHAP. IX. 



New Clriefs and new Means of the Illuminees— Device 
* of the jefuits Mafonry and Succefs of that Impojlure. 

State and • A MONG the fecret writings that the Se£k had in 
difpcfirons f -^ Vil j n f OU ght to conceal from the eyes of juftice, was 
after 6 thtfr one on wn * cn was foundin -G?/*-ZwackVjKtad-vttitii^ 
difcovcry. this remarkable marginal note: " In order to re-eftabliln 
" pur affairs, let fome of the ableft of thofe. brethren who 
" have avoided our misfortunes take the places or our 
" founders ; let them get rid of the difcontented, and, in 
u concert with the new elec"t, labor to reftore our fociety 
sc to its primitive vigor."* Weifhaupt had fcarcely left 
Ingolftadt when he threatened thofe who difmiffed him, 
that ere long their joy jhould he converted into forrow ;f 
and it was evident that the Iiluminees were far from hav- 
ing abandoned their confpiracy. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, the awful and menacing afpeel which it prefented, the 
different powers, it would feem, affected to leave the con- 
ipirators in poffemon of means to profecute their illumini- 
zing plans with greater activity. 

If we except Weifhaupt, no adept in Bavaria had been 
condemned to a feverer punifhment than exile or a fliort 
imprifonment. In other parts, from Livonia to Straibourg, 
and from Holftein to Venice, not a fingle inquiry had 
been made concerning their lodges. Many of thofe adepts 
who had been convicted of the deepeft guilt had met with 
protection inftead of indignation in the different courts. 
Notwithftading the cleareft proofs of his guilt had been 
adduced, we fee Zwack, a very few days after, producing 
certificates of his probity and fidelity to his prince, which 
had more the appearance of having been iflucd by his ac- 
complices than by the Aulic Council \% and the Prince 
of Salm Kyrbourg calls him to his court, in all probabi- 
lity to be ierved with a iimilar fort of fidelity ! ! The 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. laft pages. 

+ His Letter to Fifcher. 

X See his Appendix to the Original Writings, P. $$ and jf«, 
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conspirators Brutus-SzvioYi and Z>/*m*/*j-Conftanza 
might continue to recruit for the Sed, provided it was 
not in Bavaria, and that at the expenfe of the Prince who 
bad difcovered their plots. Tiberius-Merz y whofe infa- 
mous morals are recorded in the Original Writings, bare- 
facedly efcorted them in die retinue of the ambaflador of 
the empire to Copenhagen. -^r*rf-Seinfheim merely 
bartered the favor of his Prince for that of the Duke de 
Deux-Ponts, and an intrigue was immediately fet on foot 
to reinftatc him at Munich. Spaftacus himfelf tranquilly 
enjoyed his afylum and a penfion at court, though he had 
conipired to annihilate every Prince. Never had fo mon- 
ftrous a confpiracy been difcovered or fo publicly denoun- 
ced; yet never were confpirators fo amply fupplied with 
the means of continuing their plots by thofe even againft 
whom they were confpiring. Thus plainly did every thing 
denote that the flight of Weifhaupt would be to Illumin- 
ifm, what the Hegira of Mahomet had formerly been to 
Moflemifm, only the prelude to a greater and more fplcn- 
did fuccefs. Experience now taught Weifhaupt to com- 
bine npw means according to his favorite maxim of ap- 
pearing idle in the midji of the great ejl aflivity* Per- 
haps alfo, content with having laid the foundations of his 
confpiracy, and with having arrived at that day which he 
had long fince foretold, when he could defy the powers of 
the earth to deftroy his fabric ; or, perhaps, fatisned at 
feeing he had now formed men able to prefide over his 
Areopage; he fimply gave his advice on important occa- 
sions, leaving the common details, the functions of an or- 
dinary chief, to other adepts. However that may be, 
though it were proved that he had given up the dignity 
of chie£ though the archives of the Se& were more deep- 
ly concealed than they are, yet proofs of the plots which 
they are now profecuting would not be wanting. Their 
public aftions fhall in future depofe againft them in de- 
fault of their fecret archives. The adepts were known; 
it was therefore eafy to watch their labors and compare 
their devices. The German writers have had the ftart 
of us in that career i hiftory, therefore, will not be deiti- 
tute of demonftrative proofs. 

The grand object of the Illuminecs, after the difcovcry They **■ 
of their iecret papers, was to perfuade Germany that their tempt to 
Older wasextinci; that the adepts had not only renoun- c £" ct * 
ced all their Uluminiziiig myfterieSjbut even all intercourse jftg ncc . 
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among themfel ves as members of a fecret fociety. Theft 
are not the firft Brigands or the firft Sectaries on record 
that have wiflied to make the world believe the idea dF 
their exiftence to be chimerical, even at the very trmfc 
when they were moft a&ively promoting their plots and 
propagating their principles. But here error hasWied 
itfelf even in the mouths of its moft tealous advocates* 
On the firft appearance of thofe works that denounced 
to the Britifh nation at large the confpiracy of the Ulu- 
minees, and ihewed how they were profecuting their plots 
in the occult Lodges of Mafonry, the fcealous brethren 
inhabiting the banks of the Thames called on their Ger* 
man allies for fuccor, in order to deftroy thofe ill impress 
fions which the Life of Zimmerman^ Mr\ Robifin't 
Proof S) and thefe Memoirs, were making. The com* 
plaints of the English fraternity, and the anfwer of their 
auxiliary Brother Boetiger, are infertcd in the German 
Mercury, No. n, page 167. Nearly the feme anfwer 
has croiied the feas, in order to inform the Engiilh, thro* 
the channel of the Monthly Magazine of January 1798, 
page 3, that whoever fhould turn his refearches toward 
Illuminifm would be in purfuit of a chimera, a as front 
iC the beginning of the year 1790, EVERY CONCERN OF 
a the Illuminati has ceased, and no Lodge of 
44 Free- mafons in Germany has, lince that period, taken 
" the leaft notice of them. Evident proofs of this after- 
u tion are to be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, 
tc late Privy CounfeUor at Weimar, who was at the head 
" of the Order in this part of Germany, and who died in 
« 1 794." 
Strange The foregoing paflage, written by Mr. Boetiger, maf 

avowal re- j^ bfcrved to include a very Angular avowal, which has 
the Se<fl° a * rea< ty keen noticed in Germany to the great confufion 
of the adepts. Some zealous writers have told them :-* 
You now own then, that the myfteries of Illuminifm had 
become thofe of the Maibnic Lodges, and that they had 
continued to be fo till the year 1790; thofe journalifts and 
other authors, therefore, who inceflkntlv called the atten- 
tion of fovereigns to the Illuminees, were not miftaken; 
and Zimmerman, Hoffman, and Dr. Stark, withfo many 
other writers whofe works the Se£t wifhed to fupprefs, 
Were correct in publicly proclaiming that this difaftrous 
Se£t had not been annihilated when its plots were disco- 
vered in 1786* and much lefs fo in 1785, as the adept 
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Wnters of* the Brotherhood or their hireJirtgs had attempt* 
td to perfuade the world.* Now the confpirators think 
that it would fuffice for their purpofe to make the world 
believe that the idea of their cxiftaKc Jince the year 179O 
is chimerical. This artifice alfo ftiall be unmafked, and 
nations ihall be convinced that though this Se£r, may have 
changed its form, yefc that in fo doing it has only invigo- 
rated itfelf, and acquired new means of corruption. 

The Sieur BoiUger* the Quixotte of the Illuminees, Bode the 
and of the Brother Bode in particular^ alfo makes ano- new chief 
ther avowal, viz. That his hero Bode really became the oftht ^^ 
chief of the Illuminees in his part of Germany. f No 
Brother before him had ever made this avowal; but it 

* See Eudemonia, Vol. VI- No. *. 

f The Sieur Boetigert Director of the Oymnafium at Wei- 
foar, and the auxiliary adept fo famous for his Eulogy on Bode, 
Which was only laughed at in Germany, has many other claims 
to ridicule befide thofe recorded in his writings. The Englifh 
may overlook the numerous demands of this kind that he has 
upon us in about half a dozen Magazines and Reviews in which 
he' 'o- operates, for his duTertations on the Roman Ladies* on 
their toilets, and on their fans; on America , and on China; on 
the Etrufcan fa/tit on the Ailing of a Player* and, in fhort, 
on many other fubjects. But what it moft concerns the Englifh 
people to know is, that the man, whofe authority is fet up in 
Favor of the Brotherhood, is as well known in Germany for his 
talents as a leader of faction, as he is for his treatifes on toilets 
and fans. Nor did he on the news of the immortal victory of 
Admiral Duncan reft rain his Jacobin rage in his journals, or 
blufh at faying that it was doubtful whether the Englifh had 
gained this victory by the interference of hea?en or of hell* 
whether it came front above or below (von oben oder ?on un- 
ten); and that it was the opinion of many, that it would have 
been a greater happinefs for the Englifh to have loft the battle 
than to have gained it. Such* neyerthelefs, is the man whom 
we find placed in competition with, and even fet up as an au- 
thority againft the patnotifm of Mr. Robifon. 

This very fame man moreover writes to inform the Englifh 
that he is no llluminee. He may gain credit in England ; but 
in Germany he is afked what bufinefs he had with the Miner- 
val Lodges of Weimar?— \n what quality could he pretend tt> 
inherit the papers of a chief of Illuminifm, which, according 
to the laws of the Seel, could only be enrrufted to brethren? 
Or for what reafon, after having been fo intimately connected 
with Bode, does he ftill continue to be the laborious co-opera- 
tor of the adept Wi elan d in the New German Mercury? 

This auxiliary adept alio writes to the Englifh, that the Duke 
of Saze Gotha, on application to him for that purpofe, would* 
tfoubttefs, permit the infpeftion of thofe papers of Bode's But no 
iuch invitation is made to the German's j to them he talks of m 
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perfectly coincides with the information that I had re- 
ceived concerning this infamous Illuminee. It is under 
the direction of this adept, therefore, whofe talents for 
confpiracy were fo much admired by PA/fe-Knigge, that 
we are now to trace the labors and progrcfs of the Se6h 
To avert the public attention by means of fabulous 
Fable of plots, and to conceal their own that they might profecute 
the Jtfuits their conquefts in the mafonic Lodges ; to enfnare that 
Mafonry, ^nfc called men of letters, and at length taint the whole 
©bje£h mais or tne peopk w * tn tne ' r principles ; were the obje£to 
of AmcUus-BonKy and of the new Areopagites who pre- 
iided over llluminifm after Weifliaupt's flight and die 
difperfion of the Bavarian adepts. Among the various 
means devifed, one might appear Angularly ridiculous but 
for the a ftonifhing advantages drawn from it by the SeSt: 
I mean the fable of the Jefuits Mafonry. A prodigious 
number of volumes have been written in Germany, both 
by thofe who invented the fable, and by others who the't 
it incumbent on them to warn the public of this new arti- 
fice of llluminifm. I will not wander into ufelefs derail, 
but will limply lay before my reader the leading points by 
which he may trace the Se£t until it attains the period of 
its power in our revolutions. 

As an a& of homage to the defpot Weifhaupt, Pkih- 
Kniggc was the firft who, in the year 1781, and under 

Prince beingj in pofTeflion of all Bode's papers, but does not 
venture to name the prince. He knew too well that perfons 00 
the fpot might attempt to gain that admittance to infpedr the 
papers, if Boetiger's word could be a furlicient incitement to 
thofe, who think they have acquired a certainty that the prince 
pofTeflor has powerful reafons for not Jhoivmg xhetivo trunks 
full of papers that he bought at fuch an immenfe rate, and for 
71A giving an invitation to the public fimilar to that which the 
court of Bavaria ordered to be inierted at the head of the Ori- 
ginal Writings. 

I . in my turn , invite the Author of the Monthly Magazine tft 
infert thel'e reflections in his publication, as he did Boe tiger's 
-letter in oppolition to Mr. Robifon in that of January, 1798. 
Mv teafon for making this invitation is, becaufe I have been in- 
formed that fome perions have been duped by. that letter, and 
rtallv thought that the exigence of this Seel, and of its plots, 
tin- innit monthous and oiuil fubtlethat ever exifted, waschi- 
Xuq\\i:a\. 

I can slfo inform my readers, that all the Secret Writings of 
JWe are not at Gotha, Many of his letters are at this moment 
printing; ani my correspondents inform me» that they perfect- 
ly accord with the ftatements in my Memoirs. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



HISTORICAL PART. v 183 

the name of Aloys itrs Mayer, publifhed this idea of 
the Jefuits Mafonry. He took it up again in the circu- 
lar Utter written by order of Spartacus to the Mafonic 
Lodges; he again infifts on it in his Additions to the 
Hi/lory of Free- Mafonry.* The adepts OsTERTAOat 
Ratifbon, Nicol ai and Biester at Berlin, and a fwarm 
of other Illuminees, fought to give ian&ibn to this Fa- 
ble by their writings. As yet, however, it was difficult to 
form a prechc idea of this ftory of the Jefuits Mafon- 
ry, or whether it was true or falie. Bode at length made 
a colle&ion of every thing that could be faid on the fub- 
je&, and fent the whole of thefe materials to the Brother 
Bonneville at Paris, f He foon pubfifhed his work, 
entitled. 7 he Jefuits expelled from Free-mafonry\ and 
this production, feat to all the regular Lodges, was fup- 
pofed to be the death-blow to this terrible phantom. 

On inveftigating thefe different productions, we ob- 
ferve, that their drift was to make the Frce-mafons be- 
lieve that all their Lodges were fecretly under the direc- 
tion of the Jefuits ; that the whole of their myfteries, 
their fecrets and their laws, were but an invention of 
the Jefuits 5 that each Mafon, without fufpe&ing it, was 
but the flave and inftrument of that fociety which had 
long fince been looked upon as extinct, but whole mem- 
bers, though difperfed,.ftill preferved an afcendancy dis- 
graceful to Mafonry, and dangerous to nations and their 
rulers. The refult of all this tended to perfuade the bre- 
thren, that true Mafonry was not to be fought for either 
among the Roficrucians or the Scotch Knights, and ft ill - 
lefs among the Englifh Mafons, or thofe of the Strict 
Obfervance ; but folely among the Ecledic Lodges that 
were under the dire&ion of the Illuminees.J 

The name of Jefuit is certainly a formidable bug-bear 
to many people, cfpecially to thofe who could never par- 
don their zeal for the Roman Catholic faith; and it can- 
not be denied, that if conftancy in the caufe of that reli- 
gion was hateful, they were well entitled to the hatred 
of the enemies of the Catholic faith. It is obfervable, 
that it was in thofe very parts of Germany where the 

* See thefe works and the Original Writings, Vol. II. Let#^ 
%%, from Weifhaupt, and Let. 1. from Pbilo.— Alfa the Circu*^ 
far Letter, Part II. Setf VI. 

f Endliche Schickfal, Page 38. 

t See Pbik'% Circular Letter and his conclufioir 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



l8{ ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY* 

Lodges were chiefly composed of Proteftant brethr en ^ 
Ittfbcccfs, that this fable made the moll aftoniQitng impreffion, no- 
thing being talked of but Jefuits under the cloak of Ma-, 
fonry, and their great confpiracy. One might have tho/{ 
that the confpiracy of the Uluminees was entirely for- 
gotten; hut that was not their only obje&. The Mafonic 
Brethren of the ordinary Lodges heard fo much of their 
being the dupes of the Jefuits, that they abandoned the 
Strict Obfervance and the Roficrucians, and flocked to 
the Ecle&ic Mafons, then under the direction of the lllu . 
minces. The Mafonic Revolution was fo complete and 
(0 fatal to ancient Mafonry, that its zealous Matters and 
Venerables declared this fi&ion of Jefuits Mafonry to be 
a confpiracy truly worthy of a Damon or a Robefpierre.* 
In vain did the more clear lighted Mafons point out the 
fnarc, to vindicate their reputation and put a flop to the 
general defertion. Their demonstrations came too late ; 
befide, they were written by Proteftants, who were ftrong* 
}y prejudiced againft the Jefuits or knew but little about 
them.f But, unfortunately, when Germany really dis- 
covered the drift of the fable, the greater part of the Ma-» 
ions had united with the Uluminees for fear of falling a 
prey to the Jefuits, and many others had entirely aban-> 
doned the Lodges, chufing to be neither Uluminees nor 
Jefuits* Thus was that threat of Weifhaupt accomplifb- 
ed, that he would either conquer the Strift Obfervance 
and the Roficrucians, or deftroy them. 

Were it not that prejudice often deprives men of the 
- ufe of their reafon, one mould be aftonifhed to fee the Mat 
fons fall into fuch a paltry fnare, Suppofing that I were to 
go to the Mother Lodge of Edinburgh, the Grand Lodge 
of York or that of London, and fay to their Dire&ories and 
Grand Mailers, you thought that you prefided over the 
Mafonic World; you looked upon yourfelves as the guar* 
dians of the grand fecrets of Mafonry, and as the g rant- 
ers of the diplomas ; but all this time you were miftaken, 
and little fufpcdfced that you were, and ftill continue to be 
nothing more than puppets put in motion by the Jefuits, 

* Wahrlich tin projeft eines Dantons oder Robefpierrt 
Wur#g (Endlkhs SchkhfaU Page 3a.) 

+ See on this fubjeel the Endlicbe Scbidfa!, the works en- 
titled, Der Aujgezogene Vorbar.g d&r Frey Mauren, &c- — Aad 
particularly the laft hundred paces of the work lAfr dii AUf* 
Mf}d Neucn Mx/Uricn, Chap. £V1. See, 
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Could one, I aflc, invent any thing more degrading either 
to the human mind, or to that common fenfe which muft, 
I fuppofe, be granted to the heroes of Mafonry ! Such, 
however, was the whole fable of the Jefuits Mafonry.— 
When fpeaking of the Englifb Mafons^ the authors and a- 
bettors of this fable fay, " 7/ is true, there are form (of 
" thofe Englifh Mafons) whofufpeft that they are led by 
u the nofe, but thefe are few. ... It is more common a- 
" mong them than any where elfe y for certain members to 
c< renewfrom time to timethe idea of unknown Superiors*" 
and thofe unknown Superiors who lead the Englifh by the 
nofe are always the Jefuits.* 

Ere long the reproach becomes general ; all that mul- 
titude of degrees invented in France, in Sweden, and in 
Germany, becomes an invention of the Jefuits, as well 
a6 the Englifh and Scotch degrees ;f and a fort of epi- 
demical ftupidity alone hinders the Brotherhood from feel- 
ing their bondage ; at leaft fuch muft be the natural con- 
fequence of this fable. How could the German Mafons 
poffibly avoid perceiving the abfurdity of it ? Their pro-* 
found adepts and the Eleft of all nations flocked to Wil- 
lemfbaden, and in the fpace of thirty years they held five 
or fix general afiemblies ; how came it to pafs that all 
thefe brethren combining their fecrcts, their government, 
and their laws, revifing, meditating, and corre&ing, not 
only their myfteries but their whole code, were purblind 
enough not to furmife at leaft that of which they were af- 
terwards fo fully perfuaded when they returned to their 
Lodges, viz. " that they were but the vile inftruments 
and flaves of the Jefuits ?" There can be no medium j 
either the Mafons muft be the offspring of the grofTeii 
ftupidity and folly (and then what becomes of their great 
lights and their fcience of fciences fo much extolled), or, 
the invention of the Jefuits' Mafonry muft be a molt ab- 
furd fable (and in that cafe why do they flock to the 
Lodges of the Illuminees for fear of meeting a bugbear in 
their own) ? 

This fable too appears ftill more abfurd when we re- 
flect that fuch men as Philippe D'Orleans, Condorcet, Sy-r 
eyes, or Mirabeau, with fo many other Deifts, Atheifts, 
A a 

* See the Jefuits expelled Mafonry, Part I. P. 3 1 and j», 
t Pkilo'i Circular Letter. 
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and moft inveterate enemies and affaffins of the Jefuits, 
and of all thofe who preached the fiune do&rines, werg 
at the head of Mafonry ! 

It may alio be worthy of remark, at what period thefe 
Religious are transformed into the Grand Matters and 
Directors of that multitude of Lodges fpread from Eaft 
to Weft ? It is after they have been abolifhed ; it is when, 
forbidden to form a community, they are difperfed thro'- 
out the different diocefes a&ing the part of private mis- 
fionarics under the infpcdlion of their Bifhops : this is the 
period chofen for inftalling them governors and dire&ors 
of a vaft confraternity of Mafons ? It is when ft ripped of 
every thing, driven from their habitations, having fcarce- 
ly wherewith to procure the neceflaries of life, that they 
are fuppofed to command all the funds of the Mafonic 
Lodges ! It is when, under the yoke of perfecution, thejr 
continue to preach the doflrines of the Gofpel, that they 
are accufed of a fuppofed fecret impiety and of a profound 
policy ! If they are impious, at leaft we muft allow them 
to be as aukward in their impiety and as imbecile as thofe 
who could fuppofc them to have poffeffed fome ingenuity; 
for in the midft of their fuppofed impiety, of their Deifti- 
cal and Atheiftical, their rebellious and anarchical princi- 
ples, they have been aukward enough always to have for 
their grcateft enemies not only the Deifts and Atheifts of 
Mafonry but thofe of every other clafs ! On the other 
hand, they are fuppofed to be the authors of the new mys- 
teries of Mafonry, and they are artful enough to intro- 
duce them by means of proteftant leaders, fuch as a Baron 
Hund or a Zinnendorff; befide, thefe myfteries are 
only multiplied in the divers Lodges in order to create 
inteftine jealoufies, hatreds, &c. which all the genera] 
meetings of the Sect could not reprefs ! This alfo muft 
be the work of a body profoundly politic ! Did thefe ter- 
rible Jefuits then think to add to their power by thus de- 
irroying the Mafonic puppets which they had folong go- 
verned, in place of uniting thofe millions of brethren or 
/laves under one law, who might have formed an impene- 
trable phalanx againft their enemies? 

Certainly we muft beaftoniflied at theabfurdityof thi* 
fable of the Jefuits' Mafonry; but our aftonifliment in- 
creafes on examining the proofs whereon it is grounded.* 

* Some readers mav perhaps lax me with treating this fable, 
and the proofs adduced by the Illumined* as abfurdand incoo* 
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Let us fuppofc that Nicolai, Knigge, Bode and the 
other writers of die Brotherhood, had made a compila- 

ceivable, oaly that I might be difpenfed from trouble of refut- 
ing demonstrations perhaps difficult to be anfwered. Should 
any fuch be found among my readers, let them turn to thofe 
writings which feme of the moft famous adepts, fuch for ex- 
ample as Mirabeauy or rather his initiator and recruiter Mau- 
vilhn, extol m the higheft terms ; and which are not ( he fay) ) 
to be looked upon as a merefyllem % but at a complete digeft and 
txacljlatemcnt of the principal fails that led in Germany to the 
difcoveryofthis Mafonryof the Jefuits. (See Mirabeaus Prus- 
fan Monarchy, Vol. V\ Book FIJI. Page 77.) This famous 
book is entitled, The Jefuits expelled from Afafonry, and their 
ppignard broken by the Majbns. In the ?ery firft page we fee 
engraven on a plate this poignard with the compafs, the fquare, 
the triangles, the eagles, ftars, and e?ery thing that he fup poles 
to be the emblems ofScotch Mafonry. Should it be afked where 
this poignard was found, no anfwer is given; but in the fol- 
lowing very ingenious manner the writer pretends to demon- 
strate that the great authors and directors of Scotch Mafomy 
werejefuits: 

ift. Bonneville declares this Mafonry to confift of four de- 
grees, the Apprentice, the Fellow-Craft, the Mailer, and the 
Scotch Matter. The pafs- words in thefe degrees are Boaz and 
Tubal-cain for the firft; Sbiboletb, Chiblin, Notuma, for the o- 
thers. Boal feems to have puzzled him; he therefore rejects 
k, and only takes the four initials, T. S. C. N. * 

The Jefuits alfo had four degrees, the Lay Brothers, (that is 
to (ay) thofe who, as in all religious Orders, were only admit- 
ted as fervants, fuch as the cooks, gardeners, &c. Thefe the 
Jefuits called Temporal Coadjutors. Bonneville overlooks Co- 
adjutor, but takes the initial of Temporal; and he thus gets 7", 
which deraonftrates that the Lay Brother Jefuit is the fame as 
the Apprentice Mafon, alfo denoted by T. The fecond degree 
among the Jefoits is that of the young Undents, and thefe were 
cilltdScolaftici, or Scholars; but when they had finifhed their 
ftudies, and taught in their turn, they became Mdgtjiri, or 
Matters, The S in Seolafticiis convenient for Bonneville's de- 
monftration, and it becomes the S of the Shiboleth of the Pel* 
low-Craft* The third degree of the Jefuits is that of Spiritual 
Coadjutor, who took the three common religious vows ; here 
the 6' initial of Coadjutor if the C of Chibhm, and Bonneville 
has not the fliffhteft doubt but the fptritoal Coadjutor of the 
Jefuits is the Mafter in Free-mafonry. At length comes the' 
fourth degree, or the profe/Ted Jefuits, that is, thofe who to the 
three firft vows have added that of going to preach the Oofpel 
in whatever part of the world the Pope chofe to ftnl them.— 
Thefe were called the prof Yffed Jefuits; but the woid profejfed 
would not ferve Bonneville's purpofe, he wanted an N ; he 
fcys, therefore, that ihtCtprofcftd were calkd NoJiri } he the* 
gets an N, the evident Notuma of the Scotch Matte? in Mafon- 
ry. Thus k is that by comparing the T. S. C. N. of M«u r oory 
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tion of every thing that was odious in Mafonry, and had 
ftibftituted the word Jefuit for that of Free-mafon or Ro+ 
ficruciari) we (hall then have a pretty accurate idea of the 
general courfe followed by the illuminizing Mafons. It 
would be exactly as if any hiftorian were to take it into 
his head> when treating of Weifliaupt's Code, to fubfti- 
tute the word Jefuit in lieu of Illuminee, and that without 
being able to name a (ingle Jefuit againft whom the ac- 
cufation could be preferred, notwithstanding the ardent 
defire of thefe barefaced calumniators to mention fome one 
at leaft of the culprit Jefuits. It is a long feries of contra- 
dictions. Neither do they agree as to the time, the de- 
grees, or the myfterips of this Mafonry of the Jefuits.— 
The fole fa<3 that might deferve to be inveftigated, had 

with the T. S. C. N. that he had difcovered among the Jefuits, 
he proves that the decrees of Scotch Mafonry are the fame at 
thofc ol the Jefuits. (See the Jefuits expelled Mafonry, Vol. II. 

Page 5 and 6- J 

Should the reader defire to know how the word Ma/on pre- 
cifelv anfwers to the perfeel degree or the Jefuits, or to their 
Profejfcd, Bonneville will tell him, that the letters A. B. C. &c. 
Hand for numbers f, t, 3, &c. Suppofe the Jefuits have adopt- 
ed this eafy cypher, and then the four letters M. A. S. O. will 
give ia-b*i+i8ri-i4=4$i and then remains N. the very initial 
letter of the Nosier the perfeel degree of the Jefuits^ towhich 
they could only be admitted at the age of forty-five! (Ibid. Page 
pj What a pity (exclaims Bonneville) that this Noftertbouid 
be the prefejfed Jefuit ', profejfui quatiior votorum (Ibid. Page 
6j ; and a itill greater pity (fay 1) for his poll tion, that, ac- 
cording to the conftitutions of the Jefuits, at the age of twen- 
ty-live they might be admitted to take the fourth vow, provid- 
ed they had limfhed their courfe of divinity. (Con/lit. Societ. 
Jfef Putt I. Chap. II. No. x% 9 de Admittendis.) Another mis- 
fortune was, that even thofe Jefuits who had taught in their 
colleges had generally terminated their courfe of divinity and 
taken their lair, vow by the age ol thirty-three. 

Were I to go on to (how, that the O, or the God, of the Ma- 
fons becomes the General of the Jefuits, becaufe General be- 
gins with a G. — that the Jubal, or the mufjeian of the Mafons, 
is a Jefuit, becaufe Jubal and Jefuit both begin with a J. — 
that the Hiram* AbifiSfo of the myfteries is a Jefuit, becaufe 
H=8 and Ac=i and the total 9= J.; in fhott, were I to pro- 
ceed to enumerate live or fix hundred follies of the fame na- 
ture, all given as proofs of the Jefuits 1 Mafonry, my reader 
would be almoft tempted to believe that I was traducing Bon- 
neville. I muft, therefore, refer him to the author himfelf; and 
let that man read and ftudy him who is not difgufted at the 
reading of the firft pages, and at the impudence with which. * -*^ 
this author wifhes to impofe upon ihe public, -„•*' 
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any proof been adduced in confirmation of it, was that of 
the Jefuits converting Mafonry into a confpiracy for the 
reinftatement of the Stuarts o» the Englifti Throne. But 
of what confequence could their reinftatement on the 
throne, or a fecret of that nature, be to the Swedifh, Rus- 
sian, Polonefe, or Dutch Mafons ; and how could one 
pretend to per (bade the Englifh and Scotch Mafons that 
their Mafonry, Code, and Emblems, long anterior to the 
cataftrophe of the Stuarts, were only myfteries invented 
to reinftate the Stuarts on the throne ? Should an his- 
torian ever undertake to write the hiftory of the extraor- 
dinary reveries of the human mind, let him not forget thole 
fet forth by the Illuminees on this occafionj and were it 
not for the eminent ufe it was of to them for the propa- 
gation of their plots, I fliould never have thought or trou- 
bling my reader with it, or of ferioufly refuting fo incohe- 
rent a fable. We muft next turn our attention to a coa- 
lition more real and far more difaftrous,I mean that known 
under the name of the Germanic Union. 
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[CHAP. X. 



The Gtr- 
manic U 
nion ; its 
origin. 



The Gtr manic Union — Its principal Aclors^ and the Con* 
qutfts it prepared for the Illumine eu 

AFTER having defcribed fo many plots, unmaiked 
fo much artifice, and difclofed fuch various means 
of delufion and feducYion, all ifTuing from the dens of im- 
piety, why am I forbidden to lay down my penj and aban- 
doning thefe dark haunts of vice, to aflume the plcafing 
talk of cefcribing the habits of the virtuous man, or of a 
nation happy, and enjoying the fweets of peace beneath 
the fhadow of its laws, and that under a beloved monarch, 
revered (till more as the father than as the fovereign of 
his peaceful empire ? Alas ! the fight of fuch a nation 
has vanifhed from the face of the earth ; thrones totter 
and difappear ; Hates weep over the ruins of their religion 
and of their laws, or are yet painfully itruggling with the 
devouring monfter. Danger ftaiks on every fpot ; and if 
happier days are mentioned, it can only Simulate us to de- 
nounce the too long concealed caufes of our misfortunes, 
in hopes of feeing once again thofe nearly forgotten days 
return. Though the mind revolts at the idea, yet for the 
public good we will purfue that tribe of Weifhaupt 5 
and fo far from giving repofe to our thoughts, we (hall be 
once more hurried into new plots and machinations in- 
vented by the molt profound adepts of Uluminifm, and hor- 
ridly famous in Germany under the name of the German 
Union. To underftand perfectly the object of this Union, 
the hiftorian mult revert to confpiracies anterior to thoft 
of Weifhaupt. 

Wc have often feen Voltaire boafting of the progrefs 
that Infidelity was making in the north of the German 
Empire. This progrefs was not folely to be attributed to 
his labor* , nor had he the leaft fufpicion of the many co- 
operators that were fecondiug his views. 

In the very heart of Proteilaiitif.n and of its fchools, a 
Confpiracy had been formed againft the Proceftant and 
every branch of revealed religion, inveterate iii its means 
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and agents as that formed by Holbach's club. The Pa- 
risian Sophifters openly attacked Jefus Chrift andall Chris- 
tianity. The clubs, or rather fchools, of the North of 
Germany, under pretence of purifying the Proteftant 
Religion, and of restoring it to the principles of true Chris- 
tianity, ftripped it of all the myfteries of the Gofpel, redu- 
ced it to that fpecies of Deifni which they decorate with 
the name of Natural Religion, and thus hoped to lead 
their adepts to a negation of all Religion. Thefe new 
lawgivers did not abfolutely profcribe revelation ; but re- 
velation was to be fubje&ed to the judgment of their rca- 
tjpn. 

The Antichriftian Confpiracy had originated in France 
with thofe men who ftyled themfelves Philofophers, and 
who profeflfed to be ftrangers to all theological erudition. 
In Germany it took rife in the heart of the Univerfities, 
and among their Doctors of Divinity. In France the So- 
phifters confpiring againft all Religion cried up the tole- 
ration of the Proteftants, in hopes of destroying the Ca- 
tholic faith; in Germany the Proteftant Doctors abufed 
that toleration in order to fubftitute Philofopbifm to the 
tenets of their church. 

The firft of thefe German Doctors who, under the 
mafk of Theological difquifitions, engaged in this Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy, was Seml br, profeflbr of Divinity Semlcr. 
in the Univerfity of Halle, in Upper Saxony. The only 
ufe he appears to have made of his knowledge would lead 
us to fuppofe that he imbibed his principles from Bayle, 
rather than from the true fources of Theology. Like 
Bayle, we may obferve him here and there icattering a 
tew ufeful truths, but equally inclining toward paradox 
and fcepticifm. Rapid as Voltaire, but deftitute of his ele- 
gance, he can only be compared to that Antichriftian Chief 
for the multitude of contradictions into which he {tum- 
bles at every ftep. " // is not uncommon to fee him begin 
" a fentence with an opinion that he contradids before he 
" concludes it. His predominant fyftem, and the only one 
u that can be gathered from his numerous reveries, is, 
" that the fymbols of Christianity and of all other Seels 
" are objects of no confequence; that the Chriftian Re- 
" ligion contains but few truths of any importance ; and 
41 that every perfon may feleft thefe truths and decide up- 
" on them as he pleafcs. His fcepticifm has never per-* 
* mttted him to fix upon any religious opinion for hira- 
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" felf, unlcfs it be when he clearly profefles, that Proteft- 
" antifm is not founded on better grounds than any of 
u the other Sefts ; that it jlill ftands in need of a very 
u great reform ; and that this reform (hould be effected 
" by his Brethren the Do&ors of the Univerfities."* 

This new reformer began to propagate his doctrines 
as early as the year 1754, and continued to circulate 
them, in German and in Latin, in a thoufand different 
fhapes. At one time in an Hijlorical and Critical CoU 
le£lion\ at another, in Free Difquifttions on the Canons $r 
Ecclejiajiical Laws ; then in an Inftitution of the Chris- 
tian Doclrine ; and, above all, in an EJfay on the Art and 
School of a Free Theology. Soon after a new Doctor ap- 
pears, attempting to make this defired reform, or to fup- 
prefs the remaining mvfteries that Luther and Calvin 
had not thought properto reje&. This was William 

Teller. Abraham Teller, at firft Profeflbr at Helmftadtin 
the Dutchy of Brunfwick, afterwards Chief of the Con- 
fiftory and Provoft of a Church at Berlin. He made his 
firft eflay for deftroying the myfteries by publishing a Ca- 
Uchifmy in which, fcoffing at the divinity of Chrift, he re- 
duces his religion to Socinianifm. Soon after this, his 
pretended Dictionary of the Bible was to teach the Ger- 
mans tt methods to be followed in explaining the Scrip- 
a tures; by which they were to fee no other doctrine in 
a the whole of Chriftianity than true Naturalifm, under 
w the cloak and fymbols of JudaiiWf 

About the fame time appeared two other Proteftant 
Doctors, who carried their new-fangled Theology ftill 
nearer to thejlate of a degraded and Antichriftian Philo- 

Damm fophifm. Thefe were the Doctors Damm and B ahrdt ; 

& Bahrdt. t h e f ormer t h e Re&or of a College at Berlin, the latter a 
Doctor of Divinity at Halle, but a man of fuch infamous 
rnorals, that even Philo-Kriiggc was aQiamed to fee his 
name among Weifliaupt's eledc, and did not even dare to 

Lofflcr. pronounce it.J Loffler, the fuperintendant of the 
Church of Gotha, ran the fame career of impiety, as well 
as many others whofe writings might have been taken for 
the compofitions of the liluminizing Epopts. The fafhion 
of inveftigating religion merely to overturn its myfteries 

* See tfewj of a Secret Coalition againfl Religion and M§* 
narchy. The Appendix, No. 9. 

t Ibid. Appendix, No* 10. i Endliche erklaruDg, P. ija. 
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became (6 common in the German provinces, that the Pro-* 
teftant Religion feemed to be doomed to fell by the hands 
of its own Do&ors, when at length a few of thofe Mini- 
fters who were ftill fired with zeal for their tenets raifed 
their voices to denounce this confpiracy. 

The DodtorD £ s M ar e e s, fuperintendant of the Church 
of Deflau, in the principality of Anhalt, and the Do&or 
Stark, famous for his erudition and his conflifts wirJi 
Illuminifm, firft called the attention of the public to this 
rifing Seft ; the former in his Letters on the New Pas* 
tors of the Protejtant Churchy and the latter in his Ap- 
pendix to the pretended Crypto-Catholicifm andjefuitifm. 
Nothing can better probe the wound which the Proteft- 
ant Church had juft received, than the fummary view ta- 
ken of the do&rine of thefe new paftors, by the fuperin- 
tendant of Dcffau in the following terms : 

tt Our Proteftant Divines fucceffively attack all the 
a fundamental articles of Chriftianity. They do not let 
w one fingle article of the general fymbol'qf faith fubfift. 
u From the Creation of Heaven and Earth to the Refur- 
* re&ion of the Body, they combat every fingle article."* 

While thefe theological adepts were perverting their 
fcience to inundate Germany with their crafty Philofo- 
phifrn, a fecond confederation was forming at Berlin for 
the propagation of thefe works, extolling them as the on- 
ly produ&ions worthy of the public attention. At the head 
of this league was one Nicolai, a Bookfeller. Before NicolaL 
this man's time wehaye often (cen Bookfellers who, actu- 
ated by avarice, indifcriminately foid books of the moft 
impious and feditious, and others of the moft pious ten- 
dency; but a phenomenon that had never been fcen be- 
fore, was a Bookfeller whofe impiety overcame his love 
of gain, and who would rather facririce the profits to be 
acquired by the fale of religious works, than allow them 
to be difperfed among the people. Nicolai was a Book- 
feller of fuch a ftamp as D'Alembert wiflied to find, and 
Sfuch as he would have been himfelf had it b^en hi$ pro T 
B b 

* Proteftantifche Gottefgelehrten grejfen einen grund arti- 
kel des Chriuenthums nach dem aodern an; lafTen in panzen 
Ajlgemeinen Glaubens-bekentntfs rom Schopfer himmels und 
dcr erde, bis zur auferfMuwg des fleifche* nicht unan gefoch- 
ten. — ( Uher die neuen w'dchter der ProUjiantifden Kirche; <tr- 
Jlcs heft, S. io. J 
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fcflion. It was exclufively to the propagation of Impiety 
that he had dedicated his commerce and his literary ta- 
lents, for he would alfo be a fophifticated writer. He was 
not even initiated into the myfteries of Weiftiaupt, when 
he had actually formed the plan foi overturning the Chris- 
tian Religion in Germany by one of thofe means which 
governments have never yet fufHciently attended to, or 
been aware of. At the head of his bufinefs as a Book fel- 
ler, he alfo undertook to be the compiler of a fort of 
weekly Encyclopaedia, which he entitled The Univerfal 
German Library,* At once the compiler and falefman 
of Impiety, he engaged feveral Sophifters to co-operate 
with him. He alfo leagued with marry men of great learn- 
ing and merit, whofe articles being inferted in his Jour- 
nal were to ferve as a cloak for the more impious ones, 
whence the readers were to imbibe his baneful principles. 
The moft dangerous articles of this fort were thofe writ- 
ten by himfelf, by the famous Jew Mendelsohn, by 
Biester, Librarian to .the King, and by Gedike, 
Counfellor to the Confiftory of Berlin, It was not 
long, however, before the tendency of this Journal was 
dilcovered. It was obferved, that all their praifes were 
lavifhed on thofe very men whofe do&rines were levelled 
at the total overthrow of thofe myfteries of Chriftianity 
which had been preferved by Luther and Calvin. The 
man who fo well feconded the views of Weifhaupt with- 
out knowing it could not long efcape the notice of the 
Scrutators. The Sect had one in particular whofe name 
will hereafter become famous ; this was the Brother JL*- 
•y^r-Leuchfenring, who had been Preceptor to the Prin- 
ces at Berlin, and afterward to thofe of Hcffe Darmftadt. 
A fanatical recruiter, and though loquacious, very re- 
ferved on the myfteries, this Leuchfenring was then tra- 
velling as an Iniinuator. Hanover and Neuwied already 



* T have quoted .his EJJay on ths Templars; and I thought 
mvfclf bound to do fo, becaufe 1 found that his refearches per- 
fectly coincided with thofe which Thad made on the accu fa- 
ttens preferred againft thofe Knights, and on the proofs that 
appeared on the face of the molt authentic documents relating 
lo their judgment. I was not, however, on that account lefs 
concerned to fee the Impiety with which thefe refearches are 
tep.'ete. I alio obferved all that ridiculous difplay of erudition 
on the Baffomet of the Templars; but I cannot deny that his 
quotations arc perfectly cxacl. 
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bore teftimony of his zeal. He had attempted in vain to 
insinuate the Chevalier Zimmerman; but Nicolai af- 
forded an eafy conqueft. It was foon complete; Ge- 
dike and Biefter, following his example, only combined 
their confpiracy with Weifnaupt*s myfteries. The Doc- 
tor B ahrdt had fallen as eafy a prey to the Affeffor Mi- 
nos ; but the Do&or viewed what had been done by his 
new Brethren, to fecond his views and writings againft 
Chriftianity, as of little avail — He thought he could fur- 
pafs all the artifices of Weifluupt, Kntgge, and Nicolai ; 
and his evil genius afforded him the means. 

The plan that he had conceived was nothing lefs than Its plan. 
to reduce all Germany, and by procefe of time the whole 
world, to the impoflibility of receiving any other leflbns, 
or of reading any other produ&ions than thofe of the II- 
luminees. The means of reducing the literary world to 
this new fpecies of flavery are all contained in the laws 
laid down by this Arrange adept for a coalition famous in 
Germany under the title of the Germanic Union, Die 
J)eutfcbe Umon,* 

* The Sieur Boettiger writes from Germany, and his letter 
is inferted in the Monthly Magazine for January, 1798, that 
this plan, and the whole confederation of Dr. Bahrdt, are only 
known to Mr. Robifon through the medium of the obfeure and 
defpicable Journal of Geijfeti. This journal of Geiflen was ne- 
Ter defpicable in any one's eyes but thofe of the lliuminees, or 
of their votaries. They had their reafons for crying it down ; 
'and thofe very reafons mail enhance its value in the eyes of e- 
verv honeft man. In the next place, how can this Boettiger 
prefume to affert that this Journal was the only fource whence 
Mr. Robifon had derived his information? The great number 
of works quoted by Mr. Robifon mu ft evidently belie fuch an as- 
sertion, and I willingly declare that it was difficult to procure 
more. Had he been in pofleffion of no other than that famous 
work known in Germany under the title of Mehr Noten a!f 
Text, order , die Deutfche Union der Znvei und Ziuanziger, — 
(More Notes than Text; or, the German Union of the I wen- 
ty-Two,) that work which, according to Boettiger, alone ft:f- 
ficed to open the eyes of the public, is that only known by the 
Journal of GieflTen? With a fimilar aflutance does this champion 
ofllluminifmaiTtrt this work to have been written by B >de, as 
if there could be the leaft probability that Bode, who had t.»ken 
fo active a part in this confpiracy, would be vet y forward in Liv- 
ing it open to the public, and expofing the Barcnne de R::h % 
Countefs of Mcdem, the daughter of Wander n (the Stroller)* 
to public ridicule, a woman whofe charms he fq much a Imired, 
and with whofe writings h: was fo well acquainted, if Bjdc 
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This confederacy was to be governed by twenty-two 
Adepts choien from among that fpecies of men, who by 
their fun&ions, their knowledge, or their labors, had'ac- 
quired a greater facility in directing the public opinion 
toward all the errors of the Se&» The other brethren* 
difperfed through the different towns, were to contribute 
by different means toward the grand objeft under the 
direftion of the twenty-two* each of whom had his de- 
partment affigned to him, as in Weifhaupt's Areopage. 

The perfons who were chiefly to be fought after were 
authors, poft-mafters, and bookfellers. Princes and their 
minifters were abfolutely excepted againft ; and people in 
favor at court, or in the different public offices, were not 
to be chofen. 

Thefe confederates were divided mtofmple officiates 
and aftive Brethren; and the latter alone were initiated 
into the fecret, means, and obje<S, of the coalition. The 
inftru&ions imparted to the brethren were drawn up in 
the fame ftyle and method that had long fince been adopt- 
ed by Bahrdc, and other apoftates from the proteftant uni- 
verfitics, to reduce Chriftianity to their pretended natural 
religion, by declaring Mofes, the Prophets, and even 
Chrift, to have been men diftinguifhed, it is true, by their 
wifdom, but who had nothing divine either in their doc- 
trines or their works. u To root out fuperftition, to re* 
u ftore mankind to liberty by enlightening them, to con- 
gas the writer of this publication, which fo welldifplays the 
knavery of the German Union, how comes it to pafs that Mr. 
Gbfchen, a Bookleller of Leipfic, has avowed himfclf the au- 
thor of it, and is'tiniverfally acknowledged as fuch? My read- 
ers muft perceive, that by entering into thefe digreffions, 1 on- 
ly defign to warn the pubiic againft the different publications 
which the Illuminees are daily difperfing to perfuade nations 
that their plots are chimerical, while they are purfuiog them 
with redoubled ardor. 

I fhall alio follow nearly the fame documents that Mr. Ro- 
bifon has adopted, as they perfectly coincide with the memo- 
rials that 1 have received from Germany. All that I (hall lay 
before my readers in this chapter mav be faid to be extracts 
from the following German writing?: News of a great and in- 
vijible confederation againjl the ChrijUan religion and Monar- 
chy — The Syfiem oft he Cofmopolitans dif severed. — The Vienna 
journal by Huffman. — Notice given before it is too /ate, by the 
lame.— Mere Notts than Text, &c.—Tbe Knowledge of the 
IVorld and of Men* &c. befides many other private letters and 
memorials on ihe Illuminees. 
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* fummate the views of the founder even of Chriftianity 

K without violent means, fuch is our object, (would they 

44 fay to the Brethren). It is for that purpofe that we have 

a formed a fecret fociety, to which we invite all thofe who * 

a are actuated by the fame views, and are properly fenfi- 

tt ble of their importance." 

As a means of aocomplifliing thefe objects, and of pro- 
pagating their pretended lights thefe active brethren were 
to eftablifh in every town certain literary f<Kietie$> or 
reading clubs (lefgefchaften), which were to become the 
refort of all thofe who had not the means of procuring the 
daily publications* Thefe were to attract as many ailb- 
ciates as poflible to thefe reading-rooms; watch their opi- 
nions, imbue them with the principles of the Order, leave 
thofe whofe zeal and talents gave but little hopes, among 
the common brethren; but initiate after certain prelimi- 
nary oaths, thofe who could be of any real fervice,and who 
entered fully into the views and plans of the Order. 

The fociety was to have its gazettes and journals, 
► ^which were to be under the direction of thole adepts 
whofc talents were the moil confpicuous ; and no pains 
were to be fpared to tieftroy all other periodical prints. 

The libraries of thefe literary focieties Were to becorh- 
pofed of books ail according with the views of the Order* 
The choice of thefe books and the care of rurnilhing them 
were to be left to the fecretaries, and particularly to book* 
fellers who were initiated in the myfteries of the coalition. 

The hopes conceived by the man who had planned this 
aflbciation were held out to the elect as an incitement to 
the founding of new ones* What advantages (would he 
fay) fhall we not gain over fupertlition by thus directing 
the lectures in our mufeums ? What will we not do for 
men who, zealous in our caufe, anddifpeifed in all parts, 
circulate every where, even in the cottages, the produc- 
tions of our choice ? mould we ever be mailers of the 
public opinion, how cafy will it be for us to cover with 
contempt, and bury in oblivion, every fanatical work that 
may be announced in the other journals, and on the con- 
trary extol thofe works that are written according to our 
views. By degrees we &r11 become mailers oi the who!.? 
trade of bookfelling. Then will it be in vain for fanatics 
to write in defence of fuperltition and defpots, as they will 
neither find fellers, buyers, nor readers. 
*> Left bookfeilers therafeives fhouid proteft again ft an 
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inftitutton of this nature, they were to be drawn into it by 
advantages propofed to them, and by the fears of being 
ruined mould they not accede to the views of die coali- 
tion. They were to be allured, that the brethren would 
employ every poflible means to encourage the {ale of 
works that met with the approbation of the union ; but 
would alfo impede the circulation of, and difcreditby their 
journals all fuch as were hoftile to their views. Neither 
had they to fear a diminution in their trade; the aflbcia- 
tion could encourage writers to multiply their productions 
by enfuring their (ale; indeed, funds were to be eftabli fil- 
ed to indemnify any book feller who, in place of felling 
fuch works as were inimical to the views of the Union, 
would leave them concealed in his lhop, pretend that he 
had never heard of fuch works, or flatly refufe to fell them, 
thus abuflng by every poflible means the confidence of 
•authors and of the public. 

Such was the plan of the Germanic Vnion^ or Dr. 
Cahrdt's matter-piece. Never had the defire of tyranni- 
cally governing the public opinion invented a more per- 
fidious plan. One might be led to think it the reverie of 
forae evil genius who had fworn to extirpate from the 
minds of the people all ideas of any focial or religious doc- 
trine. There do, however, exift crimes which in the eyes 
of the honeft man are almoft chimerical, but which pre- 
fent little difficulty when undertaken by a villain. He 
that had conceived the plan was with mifchievous propri- 
ety placed at the head of the afibciation. The diilblute- 
nefs and infamy of his morals had not left him where- 
with to fubfitt in any decent way, when on a fudden he 
purchafed, near Halle, a large manfion which he called 
after his own name Bahrdt' s-rube. This was foon con- 
verted into the head-quarters of the new Union. But it 
could never have acquired any great coniiftency had it 
not been for Nicolai, who had long been laboring accord- 
ing to Bahrdt's views. The immenfe correfpondence that 
he had by means of his commerce with the other bookfcl- 
lers of Germany; the fort of dominion that he enjoyed 
over the liter..ry world by means of his Univerfal Librs- 
?)" y the court paid to him by different authors whofe for- 
tunes depended on the rank he choie to a nig 11 them in 
his Library,o\ in the Berlin Journal, the Monathfchrift', 
ami more particularly the art with which he contrived to 
g;iin over a great number of bookiellcrs, gave him a pow- 
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cr thstt no fovereign could ever pretend to. His illumi* 
nized co-operators, Biefter, Gedike, anc} Leuchfenring, 
became more ardent, daring and impious, than ever in the 
journals which they compiled. Bode like wife would have 
one at Weimar under the title of the Universal Literary 
Gazette. Another of the fame nature was fet on foot at 
Saltzbourtg, by Hubner, who was alfo an Illuminee. — 
The offspring of Weifhaupt were all warned of the ftrefs 
which they were to lay on thefe publications, and they 
foon became a mod terrible fcourge on all writers who 
would not facrifice their principles to impiety. The fa- 
ble of the Jefuits Mafonry was now improved by a new 
fi&ion that fpread difmay in the mind of every writer who 
wilhed to oppofe the progrefs of Uluminifm. 

Thofe very Jefuits who have juft been feen reprefent- 
cd as the moll artful infidels, and as fecretly prefiding over 
the Mafonic lodges, were now become moll zealous Ca~ 
tholics, who had fecretly mingled among the Proteftants, 
in order to bring thefe provinces back to the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion and fubjeft them to the dominion of the 
Pope. Every man who dared defend any one of thofe 
myfteries that can only be known either to Catholic or 
Proteftant through Revelation, every man who preached 
fubmiflion to fovcreigns and the laws of the irate, was 
immediately proclaimed a Jefuity or the fervile (lave of 
Jefuitifm. One might have thought that all the proteftartf 
provinces were filled with thefe Jefuits, fecretly confpi- 
ring againft the proteftant religion j and my readers will 
eafily conceive what an imprefiron fuch a charge muft 
have made to the difadvantage of any writer in thofe pro- 
vinces. Neither the office of minifter nor of fuperintend- 
ant of a church could fcreen a perfon from fo terrible an 
imputation. Even that man was not proof againft it, 
who out of zeal for Luther and Calvin, had given full 
vent to all his hatred and prejudices againft the Jefuits; 
I mean Dr. Stark. In his work on The Ancient and 
Modern Myfteries he had declared, u that fovereigns had, 
<c by the deftruclion of the Jefuits, rendered an ever me- 
<c morable ferviceto religion, to virtue, and to humanity." 
Nevertheleis M. Stark, at that time, as he ftill continues 
to be, a preacher and doctor of the Lutheran church, and 
alfo counfellor of a Confiftory at Darmftadt, was obliged 
to employ many pages of his apology in proving that h« 
was neither a Roman Catholic nor a Jefuit, and particu- 
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larly that he was not one of the profejfed Jfuits, tvho, 
having taken the four vows y were obliged at the command 
of the Pope to go and preach the catholic faith wherever 
he chofe to fend them.* 

The Chevalier Zimmerman met with a fimilar fate, 
merely becaufe he had laid open the plots of the Ulumi- 
nees, and dared to ridicule the adept z,*t;*//*r-Leuchfen- 
ring, who had propofed to initiate him into the Brother- 
hood that was foon to reform and govern the world, f— 
That celebrated man, an ornament to the Royal Society 
of London, is neverthelefs reprefented by the journalifts 
of the Se& as an ignorant fellow^ wallowing infuperfti- 
tion^ and an enemy of Light. % 

The Profelfor Hoffman, notwithftanding the high en- 
com i urns that had been Javifhed on him by thefe very 
journals, no fooner gave proofs of his zeal for religion 
and focial order, than he was reprefented in fimilar co- 
lors. Never had the difciples of Weifhaupt fo well prac- 
ifed that law laid down by their teacher, a Difcredit by all 
" means poflible every man of talents that you cannot 
tt bring over to your party." Nicolai gave the fignal 
in his German Library, or in the Berlin Monathfchrifu 
The Brethren of Jena, of Weimar, of Gotha, of Bruns- 
wick, and of Slewick, immediately obeyed the fignal, and 
repeated the fame calumnies, a Shortly there were no 
* c means of fcreening onefelf from a fwarm of periodical 
<c writers, who had leagued with the modern Lucia n ; 
<c they praifed what he had praifed; they condemned what 
<c he had condemned ; the fame turn in their phrafes, even 
cc the fame terms are to be obferved when thev praife or 
a when they blame an author, and particularly the fame 
" farcafms and groilhefs of abufe."§ Scarcely could there 
be found in all Germany above two or three journals that 
were not in the hands ot the united brethren, or perfons 
or the fame caft. 

Meantime die adept writers, together with Bahrdt, 
Schultz, Ricm, and even PAf/a-Kni^ge, who in abandon- 
ing the Illuininees had not renounced their plots, with 
hundreds of other writers of the Sect inundated the pubr 

* See his Apology, Page 52 to 59. 

f Life of Zimmerman, by Tiflbt. % Ibid. 

In* The ultimate fate of Mafnnrvt Page 30; and News of all 
viable Afibciation, Appendix, No. if. 
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lie with their libels in verfe or pxofe, under the forms of 
comedies, romances, fongs, and difTertations. All the te- 
nets of religion, Catholic and Proteftant, were attacked 
With the moft bare-faced impudence. Now the fcene 
began to change ; it was no longer to defend the Pro- 
teftants againft the attacks of the Catholics; but the ob- 
literation of eyery religious tenet became their obvious 
defign. The moft pompous eulogiums were pronounced 
by the joumalifts of the Se& on all thofe productions of 
the brethren that openly difleminated every principle of 
Impiety and Sedition.* But what muft appear a (till more 
aftonifhing contradiction, though peife&ly coinciding 
with the views of the Sedt, is, that thefe very men who 
wifhed fo defpotically to fway the public opinion, and 
crulh every writer that had not imbibed their principles, • 

would pretend to perfuade Sovereigns that their fole ob- 
ject was to obtain that right inherent to them from na- 
ture, * to pijblifh their opinions and fyftems without dan- 
ger or conftraint.' Bahrdt in particular vindicated this 
pretended right, in his publication On the Liberty of the 
Prefs. It contained the fentimenrs of a rank Atheift, 
who wifhed to imbue his reader with all the moft abomir 
nable principles of Anarchy and Impiety; the author, ne- 
verthelefs, was extolled by the hebdomadary adepts, and, 
notwithftanding Bah rdt's vindication of the liberty of the 
prefs, they united all their efforts to crulh every writer 
that dared to affert an opinion contrary to theirs. 

The ufe which the brotherhood made of this liberty 
at length roufed the attention of fome few fovereigns.— 
Frederic William, King of Pruflia, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs which thefe impious and feditious writings were 
making, thought it neceflary to put a curb on them. He 
publifhed fome' new regulations, called the Ediftsfor Re- 
ligion. Thjs was received by the Illuminees with an au- 
dacity which feemed to denote that they had acquired a 
ftrength fufficient to bid defiance to fovereigns, and both 
the Prince and the Edi£t became the object of their far- 
cafms and moft violent declamations. At length appear- 
ed a work attributed to Bahrdt, that was the acme of in- 
folence, and, through denfion, was alfo called the EdiSi Its difcor 
for Religion. The magiftrates ordered to take cogni- tT J 9 

* Ibid. 
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znnce of this infult feized on the perfon and papers of 
Bahrdr, and all the neceffary proofs of this coalition and 
of its object were acquired. It might feem that the court 
of Berlin would have done v/gU to have imitated the ex- 
ample of that of Bavaria by making them public j but the 
adepts had too powerful agents about the miniftry ; and 
numerous arguments were invented for condemning to 
oblivion thefe archives of a new fpecies of confpiracy.— 
All that tranfpired was, that the plan had been really form- 
ed, and that a number of authors, bookfellers > and perfons 
even who could fcarcely have been fufpe&ed, had entered 
into the aflbciation. It is not known how far Weiftuupt 
had contributed pcrfonally to it; but it appears that he 
9 twice attended at the head-quarters of the united brethren; 

that he fpent feveral days with Bahrdt; and that the moft 
zealous and a&ive of the ujiited brethren were alfo difci- 
ples of Weithaupt. If we are to believe Bahrdt, his fe- 
cret was burayed by two aiTociares well worthy of their 
mafter. Thefe were two young libertines, nearly beg- 
gars, but who had the talents and meannefs neceilary to 
become the clerks of his impiety, Notwithftanding the 
pi oofs adduced againil him, he got oft* with a flight im- 
prifonment, and (pent the remainder of his exiftence in 
riiltrefs, but without atoning for his vices. He was re- 
duced to keep a cofiee-houfe at BalTendorff near Halle, 
where he ended his days as rniferably as he had lived.— 
The Illuminees have thought lit to abandon his memo- 
ry to that contempt which his vicious life had entailed up- 
on him; but though they affefted to blufh at his name, 
they neverthebfs continued to profecute his plans. 
Its contin- Indeed, at the time of the difcovery of this monftrous 
uation and con/piracy, it had gained too much ground to be cru/hed 

ctfll UC " hy thc fa "' ° f itS fillt contriver > anci Pi uffia > anJ alJ ^ Cl> 
many, Toon became infected with thofe literary ibcieties 

which were nothing more than a modification of Wei- 

fliaupfs Mi nerval fchools. Nor was there in a fhort 

time a town or a large village more free from this fpecies 

of literal y focieties that from the Illuminized Lodges ; 

and they were all under the direction of the followers of 

the modern Spartacus. 

Bahrdt's great object was, to place the aflbciates and 

other readers under a (brt of impoflibility of procuring 

any other writings, or of applying to any other ftudies, 

than thofe of the Se&i and the precaution it had taken 
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to initiatejfo many bookfellers proved a powerful fup- 
port. The confpiracy might have affumed a new form; 
but it ftill continued adtive, and its effects became more 
perceptible after its difcovery. It was then that the co- 
alition appeared between the bookfellers and the jour* 
nalifts of the Seft to fupprefs all books that counter- 
acted the progrefs of Sedition and Impiety. It was in 
vain for virtuous and pious men to attempt to open the 
eyes of the people ; they could fcarcely find a bookfeller 
or a printer who would fell or print their works ; or if 
any had confented they wodd endeavor to difguft the au- 
thor by delays, and a hundred other pretexts. Did the 
author undertake to print it at his own expenfe, the work 
was then thrown by in fome obfeure corner of the (hop 
and never expofed to fale, nor would any bookfeller at- 
tempt to fell it ; and the whole work would be fent back 
to the author under pretence that nobody would buy it. 
The very exiftence of fuch works was not mentioned at 
the fairs held in Germany for the fale of books. At other 
times the author was ftrangely betrayed, the printer giv- 
ing up his manufcript to the writers of the Sedt, and the 
refutation (if the moft fcurrilous abufe can deferve that 
name) was advertifed on the back of the book as Coon as 
the firft edition made its appearance. Many authors might 
have brought actions againft their printers of a ftmilar 
nature to that which Doctor Stark was obliged to bring, 
and demonftrate a timilar connivance with the Sect and 
breach of truft. u At leaft it is an undeniab)e fair, that 
u many learned writers made fruitlefs applications to 
ic different bookfellers for publications that had been 
" fuppreffed folely becaufe they gave umbrage to the 
" Illuminees. Their letters were never fo much as an- 
44 fwered; and the very bookfellers who refufcd to fend 
€l thefe books to thofe who applied for then;, affected to 
w defer the fale till the next fairs, as no buyei s were to be 
u found," Many others of thefc works had fcarcely ix- it 
delivered to the bookfellers when they were fent back un- 
der the moft opprobrious pretences; and what may fur- 
prife the reader is, that no perfons were fo certain of re- 
ceiving fuch refuials as thofe who molt openly defended 
their Princes. In the very (rates of the King or Prulfia, 
it was found impoflible to get this fovereigifs Jipoitgy 
and his Edift for Religion (old in the common wiy. — 
Scarcely had the author lent a'fow cop:ss to the book tel- 
lers when they were all returned to ni:n. But did the 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



204 ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 

Writers of the Se& wifh to publifli the moft fcandalous 
difputations and the moft fcurrilous abufe againft fove- 
reigns and religion, or againft men in office or of high 
refpe&ability, the bookfellers were alert in felling them* 
the journalifts extolled their excellence, and fought nu- 
merous readers for the author.* 

On one hand, the great trade in thefe productions car- 
ried on by the Sect, With the certainty of felling them to 
the literary clubs; and on the other the great pecuniary 
contributions made by the rich brethren, formed large 
funds for the coalition. To thefe if we add the fums con- 
tributed by the brethren whom the Se£t had {rationed at 
different courts, in the church and ihe councils, either out 
of their own emoluments, or the revenues of the church 
and ftate, the reader will eafily conceive how well thefe 
funds fufficed for indemnifying thofe bookfellers who had 
fuffered lofles by reftraining their Commerce to works ap 
proved of by the Areopage. A particular fund was effa- 
blifhed for this purpofe. At the appointed time the book- 
fcller had but to produce the lift of the works he had fup- 
prefled or rcfufed to fell with the proper proofs, and he re- 
ceived a fum of money fuificient to indemnify him for fuch 
lolTes. The memorials which I have received from Ger- 
many, as well as feveral letters, inform me that this fund 
ftill exifts in that country ; and the French Revolurion 
has only furnifhed it with many Others means of enrich- 
ing itfelf. 

Among the great advantages reaped by the Sect from 
this plan which had been fo well concerted, we may firft 
obfervc the impoflibility under which authors lay of warn- 
ing the public againft the artifices of Illuminifm. In the 
next place it drew over to their intereft that fwarm of 
writers who, more hungry than honeft> are regardlefc of 
truth or wifehood, provided they obtain a good price. In 
fhort, it emboldened that multitude of Sophifters, more 
numerous ftill in Germany than they were in France ; Po- 
tt?, Hiftorians,and Dramatifts, nearly all of whom court- 
ed the united brotherhood by afluming the tone of impie- 
ty and anarchy. The moft dangerous device praftifed by 
the adepts againft iociety was the great care with which 

* See Nachrichten voneinem'.grclTen aber unfichtbaren Bud* 
de, the /* ppendix, Nos- S and 13, arad the Journal of Vienna* 
by Hoffman. % 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



fcl&TORICAL *>ART. 205 

\hey initiated theMifferent profeflbrs of the Proteftant uni- 
verfkies, the fchool-mafters, and the tutors of princes.-— 
It is a painful truth, but we muft declare it, and on the 
authority of thofe who are bed acquainted with the hifto- 
ry and progrefs 6f Illuminifm, that the greater part of the 
universities of the north of Germany were at that time, 
and ftill continue to be, the haunts of Illuminifrn, whence 
its baneful poifons are circulated throughout the neigh- 
boring ftates by the writings and lectures of fuch men 
as the Profeflbrs Frederic Cramer, Ehlers, and 
Koppe.* 

Let not the reader think that the writers of the Catho- 
lic ftates were exempt from the infection. Vienna was 
overrun with zealots who fought to diffufe the principles 
of the Se&. The Chevalier de Born, who mould have 
contented himfelf with the high rank which he held in 
chymiftry, degraded himfelf in that town by becoming a 
leader of the adepts; and when the Seel was difcovered in 
Bavaria he was fo zealous in the caufe, that he fent back 
his letters of Aflbciate of the Academy of Munich, pro- 
tecting that he would have no intercourfe with men who 
had been fo little able to judge of Weifliaupt's merits. 

Next on the Vienna lift we find the Sieur Sonnen- 
r eld, one of thofe writers who in this age are called wits, 
though deftitute of common fenfew He alfo was one of 
the propagators of Illuminifin under the mafk of literary 
focieties* I am informed by perfons who attended his 
dubs, and whom he wifhed to initiate, that thefe meet> 
ings began and were held as common academies hold 
theirs: but at the time appointed the fittings broke up, 
when, only the adepts remaining behind, a fecret council 
was held, in which every thing was concerted and plan- 
ned according to the laws of the united brethren. 

A man whofe name would have given great weight to 
the united brethren, had he hearkened to the praiies la- 
vifhed on him by the Illuminees at that time,f is the 

* See Hoffman's Admonition, Sea. *VI, XVII, and XVIII. 

+ It is really laughable to compare the contempt which the 
Illuminees afFect for Mr. Hoffman at prefent. with the high en- 
comiums which they pronounced op him before he undertook 
to lay open their impofture, or even with thole letters (fuil of 
compliment on his wit, ftyle, and talents) which they wrote to 
bim fo lately as the year 1790, in hopes ot enticing him into 
their party. 
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Profcflbr Hoffman, he who To nobly joined with Zim- 
merman to tear the mafic from thefe impoftors, and has 
ever fince, with his worthy co-adjutor, been the objeft of 
their moft virulent declamations. In the account given 
by Mr. Hoffman himfelf, we find that the Illuminizing 
recruiters followed him as far as Pett in Hungary. On 
the 26th of June, 1788, he received from the twenty-two 
chiefs an invitation to become a fellow of the literary 
(bciety which they had already eftablifhed in that town. 
44 My anfwer (fays he) was, that I hoped they would give 
4C me fome further information refpecling thefe focieties, 
44 and then my duty and my prudence would dictate the 
44 anfwer that I (hould make. . . . On divers occafions 
" afterward, they gave me diftant hints as to the fpirit of 
44 their fyftem. They alfo fent me feveral times a lift of 
<c the new members 5 and the flgnatureof the twenty-two 
41 authenticated thefe various documents; but it was this 
44 very authentication which made me conceive the horrid 
41 plot that was concealed under this affociation." 

The reader will eafily conceive, that for a man of his 
merit and probity, this was more than fufficient to make 
him rejeci the offers of fuch a brotherhood. They had 
already inilribed his name on their regifters, and they 
wci e obliged to erafe it. As a proof that he had judged 
rightly of them, he quotes the letter of a virtuous and 
clearfigbtcd ftatefman, who, after having officially examin- 
ed the whole plan of the German Union and its myfte- 
ries, pronounces them to be abominations that would make 
cne y s hair Jf and on end! Such are bis exprcflions ! 

Thefe abominations, however, were far from making 
a iimilar imprelfion on the other apoftles of the Germanic 
Union. Meanwhile VVeiihaupt, a tranquil fpe&ator of 
the progrefs of his Illuminifm, feemed to cake no part in 
it. The moft aclive adepts lived round about him at Go- 
t'a, at Weimar,at Jena, and at Berlin; but one might-have 
thought him quite indifferent as to their fuccefs. If we 
except the viiits he received from the brethren, a few 
journies that he took, and particularly thofe which he had 
made to fee the founder of the Germanic Union, nothing 
cnuJ J ti.pofe airitinft him as the founder or chief who con- 
iu»:i'-d to dijfwt toe plots of the Sect. But let the reader 
never K u_- fi^ht of ins precepts on the art of appearing 
}>. 1 r v ! Iv uj'K ; ; , the midft of the greateft activity; let him 
KfLu on ihoie menaces which he iflued fix months after 
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his flight from Munich : Let our enemies rejoice. Their 
joy Jhatl foon be changed into forrow. Don't think that 
even in my hanijbment IJhall remain idle.* After this, it 
is eafy to judge of his fuppofed nullity in the progrefs of 
his confpiracy. However fecret he may have been in the 
part he was afting, he could obferve but too well the ap- 
proaching accomplifhment of the prediction he had made 
fo early as the fecond year of his llluminifm, when he 
wrote to his firft adepts, a The great obftacles are over- 
<c come ; you will now fee us proceed with gigantic ftrides." 
The Seft had not been in existence twelve years when 
Germany was overrun with an immenfe number of adepts 
and demi-adepts. It was a/Turning a menacing aipect irt 
Holland, in Hungary, and in Italy. One of the adepts 
called Zimmerman, who began by being the chief of a 
Lodge at Manheim, and who foon became as zealous for 
the propagation of the SecSt, as the Famous Zimmerman 
had been to counteract their dark defigns, would often 
brag that he had founded more than a hundred of thofe 
confpiring clubs known under the name of literary focie^ 
ties, or of Mafonic Lodges, during his career thro* Italy, 
Hungary, and Switzerland. To give the fatal impulfe to 
the world, it now only remained for the Se£l to carry its 
myfteries into a nation powerful and active indeed, but 
unfortunately more fufceptible of that efrervefcence which 
bereaves man of the power of thinking, than of that judg- 
ment which forefees difafters ; to a nation which in its 
ardor and enthufiafm, too eafily forgets that true great- 
uefs is not that courage which bids defiance to danger f for 
the vandals and barbarians can boaft of fuch heroes ;} to 
a nation, in fhort, that has ever been a prey to illufions, 
and which, before it would hearken to the councils of wis- 
dom, might in its firft fury overturn the altar and fhivcr 
the fcepter, returning to reafon only in time to weep over 
the ruins, and lament the devaluation of which it had been 
the caufe. 

This defcription unfortunately was too applicable to 
France, which in many refpects might claim the primacy 
among nations, but was too eafily led away by illufions. 
The fcrutinizing Areopage had fixed its eyes on her, and 
now judged it a convenient time for fending its emifla^. 
ries to the banks of the Seine. This will be the proper 

# Letter to Filher, 9th Auguft, 1785. 
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commencement of the fourth Epoch of Uluminifm.-r- 
Now let the reader prepare to contemplate ftates convul- 
fed, citizens butchered, in a word, to ponder over all the 
crimes and di(aiter$ inherent in the very nature of Revo- 
lutions, 
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CHAP. XI. 



Fourth Epoch of Illuminifm. 

The deputation from Weijhaupt's Illuminees to the Free 
Mafons of Paris. — State of French Mafonry at that 
period. — Labors and Succeffes of the Deputies. — Co* 
alition of the Confpiring Sophifiers y Mafons^ and Illu- 
mineesy generating the Jacobins, 

AS early as the year 1782, Ptyh and Spartacus had ^J°^f D s ce 
formed the plan of converting the French nation * ? 

to their Syftem of Illuminifm ; but the vivacity and ca-r 
pricious temper of the people, fo difficult to be reftrained, 
made it feem prudent for the two Chiefs at that time not 
to extend their attempts beyond Strafbourg. The ex T 
plofion in France might be premature ; its too volatile 
and impetuous people might be unwilling to wait till other 
nations were properly prepared for the grand object ; and 
Weifhaupt, in particular, was not a man to be fatisfied 
with partial or local infurreftions, which might only ferve 
to put other Sovereigns on their guard. The Reader has 
already feen him in fecret, preparing his Adepts, and con- 
triving the concatenation of his correfpondence, in fucha 
manner, that he had but to give the iignal when the fa- 
vorable moment fhould come. On the fatal day of revor 
lution, and at the appointed hour, legions of brethren 
were to fpring forth on all fides from their fecret recefTes, 
whether Lodges, Academies, or under what other denomi- 
nation foever, from the North to the South, and from the 
Eaft to the Weft. All Europe in (hort was to be revo- 
lutionized at the fame inftant ; all nations were to be hur- 
ried into a 14th of July; and ajl kings were, like Lewis 
the Sixteenth, to awake prifoners in the hands of their 
own fubje&s. Altars and thrones were fimultaneoufly 
to vanifh from the earth. According to this plan, as has 
juft been obferved, the French were to be thelaft }>eople 
initiated in the mylreries, as the Chiefs took it for grant T 
cd, that with their natural impatience they would never 

£>d 
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be brought to wait till the cxplofion could be univerfally 
prepared, 
battened Already, however, there exifred fame adepts in the very 
by Mira- heart of the kingdom. Some few had been initiated by 
k cau " Knigge at the time of the meeting at Willemlbaden.— 
During that very year, wc find on the lift of brethren, 
Dietrich, that Mayor of Strafbourg who has fince irv 
Alface rivalled Robefpierre by his cruelties.* Another 
adept of vaft importance to the Se& was the Marquis x>s 
Mirabeau, who was afterwards to become fo famous in 
the revolutionary annals of his country. What ftrangc 
infatuation pofleilcd the mirufters of the moft honeft man* 
that ever fwayed a feej>tre, to entruft this Marquis with 
the intcrefts of their mafter at the court of Berlin, welt 
knowing (as they did) the monifcrous immorality of Iris 
private Kfe, is more th^n I /ball- attempt to explain. One 
might be led to think that it was not deemed ftifEcient 
that Lewis XVI. had (aved him from the fcaffold, but 
his villany was to be lecompenfed by a fecret miffionv 
which feemed to denote the utmoft confidence of his 
fovereign. Mirabeau at Berlin conduced the King's 
affairs jutt as he had formerly done thole of his father and 
mother, fully ready to facrifice all parties and to fell him- 
fcll to the hiy;he(t bidder. With fuch a difpofitiony he 
could not long avoid the notice of thePruffian Illuminecs; 
and Nicolai fiiefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenring foon be- 
came his conftant companions. At Brunfwick he met 
with Mauvillon, the worthy difciple of Knigge, and 
at that time a Profcflbr in the Caroline College. This 
was the man who initiated the profligate Marquis in the 
lad inyfleries of Illuminifm.f 

Long before his initiation Mirabeau had been acquaint- 
ed with all the revolutionary powers of the Mafonic Lbdg- 
ts ; nor did he, when initiated, undervalue thofe which 
flowed or mi^ht flow from WeiOiaupt's iaventive geni- 
us. On his return to France he began to introduce the 
new myfteries among fome of his Mafonic brethren.— 
His firlt aflt>ciate was the Abbe Talleyrand de Pe- 
ri gord, who had already begun to act the part of Judas 

* Welt un menfehen Kemnifs, P. i^o. 

f See the Difcourfe of a Mafter of a Lodge on the ultimate 
fate of Malbnry; Appendix to this Difcourle — Importaot Ad* 
rooniiion by Huffman, Vol. II. Seel. VJI. 6tc. &c. 
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in the firft order of the church. But to have only intro- 
duced the myftcries was not fufficient for the Marquis* 
he would haye teachers come from Germany, who were 
better verfed than he was in the iliuminizing arts. Well 
Acquainted with the reafbns that had induced the chiefs 
of the Order to defer the converfion of France, he found 
means to convince them, that the time was now come ■ 
for the accompiifbment of their views; that the whole * 
nation only waited for their new revolutionary means, to 
burft into an open rebellion, for which they had been fo 
long prepared by other confpLrators; and that the Iflu- 
tninees might moft certainly turn the fcales. A private 
corrcfpondence then took place between him and Mau- 
villon i* but of this a fufficiency has not tranfpired to 
enable the hiflorian to defcribe the intrigues that took 
place on the occafion; certain it is, however, that Mira- 
beau's plan was adopted by the Areopage; and by a plu- 
rality of votes it was decided, that France (hould be im- 
mediately illuminised. This was an undertaking of too 
great importance to be entrufted to a common adept.—. 
The man who f fince the retreat of Spartacus, had been Deputa* 
looked upon as the Chief of the Order, offered bimfelfj Jj™ ° f the 
and JmtlittS'BoDE) the worthy fucceffor of both Knigge fJJjJ^Q C e c r !. 
and Weilhaupt, was deputed to the French Lodges, in man y. 
which the illuminisation was to commence. Bode re- 
ceived as an aflbciate in this million Bayard that other 
pupil of Knigge's whofe real name was William Ba- 
ron de Busche, a Captain in the Dutch fervice, heir 

* It is to this fame Ma a vi Hod that the German writers at- 
tribute the greater part of thofe two works publiihed by Mira- 
beau, under the titles of The Prujfian Monarchy, and /in bs- 
Jay on the Muminees, Hence the high encomiums pafled on 
Weiihaupt io the former, (Vol. V. Book Vli.) ami ail the cun- * 
niog artifice that is obfervable in the latter, which was written 
whh no other view than to miflead the public, by profefiing to 
betray the fecrets of the Seel, without, in truth, ikying a linule 
word that could expofe its views; and by leading ait ray the 
reader's attention to far different objects. '1 bis device made the 
French believe that they were thoroughly acquainted with 11- 
luminifm, though they were fo p^rteclly ignorant on the fub- 
jecl as to have confounded Weiihaupt's Illumine?* with the 
Swedenborgians. The artifice alfo ferved as a cloak under 
which Mirabeau introduced Iltuminifm into France, at the time 
when he pretended to write again ft it. The very appellation of 
Ph'ilalete which he gave to his adepts was a trick, as it denot- 
ed the TheofophicaT llluminees, quite another fpecks. 
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to a large fortune, a man of talents, and well verted in all 
that artifice aod low cunning which the Infinuators were 
wont to ftyle prudence and wifdom. This Baron had 
been formerly employed to propagate the plots of the Se<£fc 
in thofe very provinces which had a right to expect from 
him even the Sacrifice of his life in defence of its laws.* 
The zeal with which he had fulfilled his firft miffion 
feemed to give him an indifputable title to the honor of 
attending on the Chief of the Order in his journey to 
Paris. 
State of Circumftances could not have been more favorable 

Mafonry than they were at that time for the deputies, nor more 
in France difaftrous for France. The Philofophifm of the age had 
at oa at PC " °P eratec * on ^ e Lodges as fully as could be expedited, to 
r prepare the reign of that Equality and Liberty taught by 

Voltaire and Rofleau, and which only needed the laft 
myfteries of Weifliaupt to convert them into the moft 
abominable impiety and moft abfolute anarchy. A line 
had been drawn net ween the degrees of ancient and of 
modern Mafonry. The former with the puerile paftimes, 
*nd obfeure fymbols, were left to the commonalty of die 
Brethren. The latter, ftyled philofophicaL) comprehend* 
ed thofe which I have defcribed under the titles of Knights 
of the Sun, the higher Roftcrucian$ y 2xA the Knights Ka~ 
dofch. At the head of all thefe focieties (whether ancient 
or modern) were three Lodges at Paris, particularly re* 
markable tor the authority which they exercifed over the. 
reft of the Order, and for the influence that they poftefled 
over the opinions of the Brethren. 
The The firft of thefe, The Grand Orient^ was rather s 

Grand re-union of all the regular Lodges of the kingdom (re* 
f p E ^ T prefented by their deputies) than a Lodge. It might be 
ans " called a fort of Mafonic Parliament fubdivided into four 
Committees, which, when united, formed the Grand 
Council or Lodge, where all the affairs of the Order were 
definitively determined* The Committees were fub -di- 
vided into that of Adminiflration of Paris y of the Pro+ 
vinccsy and of the Degrees. Of all thefe, the latter was 
the mainspring and the moft impenetrable j for no vifitors 
were admitted to it, as they were to the three others, to 
the ordinary meetings of which all Mafters or Venerable* 
of Lodges had free accefs. 

* Original Writings, and Philo's Berichte, 6. 
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Three great Officers of the order were attached to this 
Mafonic Parliament; to wit, the Grand Mafter^ the 
General Adminijlrator^ and the Great Confervator* His 
moil Serene Highnefs Brother-Philip of Orleans, firft 
Prince of the blood* was Grand Mafter at the time when 
the Illuminces arrived in Paris. The two other offices 
were filled by pcrfons of the firft diftinction ; but their 
characters are fuch, that they will ever ftand incontefta- 
ble proofs of what I have already aflerted, that even in the 
very higheft degrees of the Order, there were modified 
myfteries for thofe who, by their rank, were to ferve as a 
protection for its plots without even furmifing their ten* 
dency.* 

Such, however, was not the cafe with Philip t)f Or- 
leans. His rank of Grand Mafter, his impiety, and in- 
fatiable thirft for vengeance, fufficiently demonftrated to 
the Illuminizing Miffionaries how well he was qualified 
3nd how far prepared to fecond their defigus in the mul- 
titude of Lodges that recognized him as Grand Mafter. 
So early as the year 1787 we find that France. contained 
(as may be feen in the itatement of its correfpondence) 
two hundred and eighty-two towns, in which were to be 
found regular Lodges under the direction of the Grand 
Mafter. In Paris alone there exifted eighty-one > fixteen 
at Lyons, feven at Bourdeaux, five at Nantes, fix at Mar- 
feilles, ten at Montpellier, ten at Touloufe; in {hort, in 
almoft every town the Lodges were in pretty juft ratio to 
die population. Indeed it would feem that even this vaft 
empire over French Mafonry was not fufficient for the 
Grand Orient, as by the fame ftatement we find the 
Grand Mafter ifluing out his instructions to the Lodges 
of Chambery in Savoy, of Locle in Switzerland, of Brux- 
elles in Brabant, of Cologne, Liege and Spa in Weft- 
phalia, of Leopold and War(aw in Poland, of Mofcow 
in Ruffia, of Portfmouth in Virginia, of Fort Royal in 
Grenada, and in fliort to Lodges in all the French Colo- 
nies. Thus did Philip of Orleans and his Grand Orient 
enfure to the Illuminecs as powerful an alliance as that 
iformerly made by Knigge with the German Lodges un- 
der the dire&ion of Weifhaupt.f * 

* See the Alphabetical Statement of the Correfpendence of 
the Lodges of the G. O. of France. 

f Ibid. Art. Foreign States. 
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The Subjcft to the Grand Orient we next find at Paris a 

Lodffeof Lodge called Les Amis Reunis (or United Friends), 
the Amis ^^h wa$ morc particularly charged with all Foreign 
Cot refpondence. Thefamous RcvolutioniftSAV alette 
de Lange, was one of its leading members. This adept 
held under government the office of Gardi du Trefor 
Roy ah 9 that is to fay, he enjoyed that confidence to which 
none but the moft faithful fubjeA could be entitled j yet 
at that very time was he engaged in the various plots and 
myfteries of all the different Sedts. In order to form an 
union of them all, he had introduced into his Lodge the 
different fyftems of the Sophifters, of the Martinifts and 
of the other Mafons ; and, the more to impofe on the 
Public, he alfo introduced all the luxuries and amufe-ftents 
of the Great. Concert* and balls made Brethren of high 
rank flock to his Lodge, and they came with the moft 
brilliant equipages. Soldiers ftood fentry in the avenues* 
that the multitude of carriages might not occafion difor- 
derj indeed a ftanger might have thought that it was un- 
der the aufpices of the King himfeif that thefe balls were 
fiven. The Lodge was refplendent, as the more wealthy 
lafons contributed to the expenfes of the Orcheftraj 
lights, refrefliments, and, in ftiort, of all thofe diverfions 
which appeared to be the fole object of their union. But 
while the Brethren were dancing with their female adept?, 
or were chaunting in the common Lodge-room the fweets 
of Equality and Liberty, they little fuipe&ed that a Se- 
cret Committee held its fittings over their heads, and were 
employed in preparing the means for diffufing that Equal- 
ity and Liberty over all ranks and conditions, from the 
palace to the cot. 

It was actually over the common Lodge-room that the 
Committee held its.fittings under the title of the Secret Com- 
mittte oj United Friends, whofe grand adepts were two men 
equally famous in the myfteries at Lyons and at Paris.— 
1'hefcwereWiLLERMOzandCHAPPEdelaHENRiERE. 
During the whole time of the feftivity two tylers, with 
drawn fwords, ftood, one at the bottom of the ftair-cafe, 
the other near the upper door, to defend the entrance of 
the new Sanctuary, where were kept the archives of the 
Secret Correspondence. Even the man to whom all the 
packets from the Brethren of Germany or Italy were di- 
rected, was not permitted to pal's beyond the threlhold of 
the door. He was unacquainted with the cypher of the 
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Correfpondence \ his duty was merely to carry the pack- 
ets to the door of the Committee i* Savalette de Lange 
came to receive them* and the.fccret never tranfpired be* 
yond the walls of the Committee* The Reader may ea- 
iily conceive the nature of this Correfpondence, and of 
the Councils held in confequence of it, when he is inform- 
ed, that to gain admittance into this Secret Committee, 
it was not fufficient to have been initiated in al) the de- 
grees of ancient Mafonry, but it was neceffkry to be a ^ 
Mafter of all the Phihfopbical Degree* j that is to fay, 
to have fworn hatred to Chrijlianity with the Knights of 
the Sun, and hatred to every warjhipy and to all Kings 
with the Knights Kadofch. 

There exifted other lurking haunts of rebellion, left The # 
known, but (till more formidable ; fuch as that in the Rue V j^/ # 
de la Sour dure ^ where the Brethren of Avignon, pupils / rf soust- 
of Swedenborg and St- Martin, came to mingle their dure, 
myfteries with thofe of the Roficrucians and other Ma* 
fons both ancient and fo phi ft tea ted. In public T under the 
difguife of quacks and vifionary ghoft-raifers, thefe new 
adepts fpoke of nothing but their powers of evoking fpi- 
rits, raifing and interrogating the dead, and a hundred 
other phenomena of a fimilar nature. But in the dark re- 
ceffes of their Lodges, thefe new law-givers were fofter- 
ing plots nearly of the fame tendency as thofe of Weifhaupt, 
but more atrocious in their conftru£liorw I have alrea- 
dy expofed their diforganizing myfteries in treating of 
Swedenborg and St. Martin. I fcarcely dared to credit 
the horrid trials and abominable oaths laid by feveral wri- 
ters to be exalted from the adepts. I could wifh to have 
fpoken of them on the authority only of the adepts them- 

* I was informed by one of the Brethren who for a long time 
was the carrier of thefe difpatches, that, after fome time, wifti- 
iog to become a Member of the Committee, he was induced to 
get himfe If initiated in thefe degrees; but that he forbore do- 
ing it, becaufe an engagement j or lifewxu required % and alfi an 
annual contribution of fix hundred iivresj (i$l-J He alio in- 
formed me, that each Brother paid afimilar contribution, and 
that the whole management of thefe Funds was left to the Bro- 
ther Savalette, who never gave in any accounts. This was a 
Fuod to be added to the many means of corruption already in 
the pofTeflioo of the adepts of the Occult Lodges. Who can 
fay how far thefe refources were extended in the hands of a 
roan who had the care of the Trefir Royal? The Confpirators 
▼cry well knew how to chufe both their men and their places. 
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felves or of the Code; but thofe with whom I have as 
yet been acquainted, had only been initiated in part of the 
myfteries ; yet by what they had learned, it will not be 
difficult for the reader to form a judgment of the remain- 
der. 

It is an inconteftible fa& to begin with, that Sweden- 
borg's Ilhiminees, ftyled in France the Martinifts, and 
alfo calling themfllves the beneficent Knights^ had their 
travelling adepts after the manner of the Illuminees of 
Weiftiaupt. It is alfo certain that the pretended Phi" 
laletes, or lovers of truth, had formed a code of laws for 
themfelves, had organized focieties, and, like Weifhaupt, 
had intruded them into the Mafonic Lodges, there to 
fearch after men who might be difpofed to receive their 
myfteries, and adopt their new degrees. Among the Ut- 
ter was one called the Knights of the Phoenix. A Knight 
of this degree giving himielf out for a Saxon, and a Ba- 
ron of the Holy Roman Empire, poffeffed of the moft 
pompous certificates from feveral Princes of Germany, 
came to exercife his Apoftlefhip in France a very few 
years before the late Revolution.* After having fpent 
ibme time in a central town, vifited the Lodges, and ob- 
ferved the Brethren, he thought that he had difcovered 
three worthy of being initiated in the higher fciences.— 
The Venerable or Matter of the Lodge, in whofe words 
we (hall relate the ftory, was one of thefe worthies. a All 
" things agreed on, ((aid the Venerable) we three waited 
4C on our Illumince, ardent to be initiated in the new mys- 
* c ries which he had promhol. 

" As he could not fubjeel us to the ordinary trials, he 
* l difpenfed with them as much as lay in his power. In 
€< the middle of his apartment he had prepared a chaffing- 
fi cjifti and a brafier full of fire ; on his table were various 
il fymbols, and among others a Phoenix encompaffed by a 
<c Serpent with its tail in its mouth, forming a circle.— 
<c The explanation of the myfteries began by that of the 
lc brafier and other fymbols. i This brafier (faid he) is 
cc here to teach you, that fire is the principle of all things} 
a that it is the great agent Of nature, and imparts action 

* I could have named this man, as he is mentioned in my 
manufcript Memoirs as a PhilaUte llluminee very famous in 
Pruilia. Hut the perfon whom the reader will obferve fo ir-dig- 
pant at thefe myfteries is at prefent in France; prudence, there- 
fore, on his account, forbids me to mention names. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



HISTORICAL PART. 21 J 

f< to bodies. That man receives from that agent life, 
f« with the power of thinking and of a&ing.' Such was 
** the tenor of his firft lefton. Our Uluminee then pro- 
" ceeded to explain the other fymbols, — c This ferpent 
V forming a circle (fays he) is the emblem of the Eterni- 
« ty of the World, which, like this ferpent, has neither 
« beginning nor end. The ferpent, you may alfo know, 
* c has the property pf annually renovating its (kin; this 
* c will figure to you the revolutions of the univerfe, and 
« c of nature, which appears to weaken and even toperi£h 
* c at certain epochs, but which, in the immenfity of ages, 
w only grows old to become young again, and to prepare 
«* for new revolutions, This Phoenix is a ftill more na-r 
<c tural expofition of the fucceffion and perpetuation of 
* c thefe phenomena. Mythology has reprefented this bird 
a as re-vivifying from its own afhes, only to (how how 
cc the univerfe is reproduced^ and wjll continue to be fo, 

* from itfelf.' 

a Thus far the Uluminizing Baron had taught us, un- 
u der the common promife of fecrecy, when on a fudden 
€C he flopped and informed us, that he could not proceed 
** any farther without previoufly exa&ing an oath, the 
<c formula of which he read to us to fee whether we were 
c< difpofed to take it. We all fhuddered at hearing it. — 
" The exa£t words I do not pretend to ftate; but it was 
u a promife, in the moft execrable terms, to obey the 
<c chiefs of his Jllumimfm. We endeavored to conceal our 
cc indignation, that we might hear to what lengths he 
<c would proceed j he then came to the promife oirenoun- 
u cing and abjuring the moji fapred ties, tboje of citizen, 
a of fubjeft, of one' i family, oj father, mothei ,frien\d, cbil- 
u dren, hufband. At thefe words one of the three, unable 
^ to endure it any longer, fallied forth from the room, re- 
** turned with a drawn fword in his hand, and r*n at 
<f the Uluminizing Baron in a moft violent rage. We 
a were happy enough to ftop and hold him until he had 

* recovered his fenfes a little, Then, however, our col- 
cc league burft into the moft violent paflion, abufing the 
* c Baron for a rafcal, iand telling him, that if he were not 
** out of the town in twenty-rour hours he would have 
u him taken up and hanged." The reader will readily 
fuppofe that the Baron made the beft of his way out of the 
place. 

Another affair that will throw fpme light on this mon- 
E e 
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ftrous Sefl took place at Vienna. A young man of high 
birth, and who has fignalized himfclf by his bravery du- 
ring this war, felt an impulfe, like many others of his age, 
to become a Free-mafon. His Lodge, though he knew 
it not, was one of thofe under the diredion of the fame 
fpecies of Illuminecs. He had often been made the bearer 
of letters which he ftrongly fufpe<3ed. At length he de- 
termined not to deliver them, under pretence that he had 
not found the perfons at home to whom they were direct- 
ed, but jn fa& becaufe he did not wifh to be made the in- 
flrument of treafon. Curiofity y however, getting the bet- 
ter of him, he (till continued to folicit admiffion to die 
higher degrees* At length his initiation- was fixed for the 
next day, when he received a letter demanding an imme- 
diate interview, and written in the moft pre/fing ftyle.— » 
When he came to the place appointed he found an adept 
the former friend of his father. " I am now taking fuch 
44 a ftep (laid he), that the leaft indifcretion on your part 
u will certainly coft me my life* but I thought Hiyfclf 
44 bound to itinconfequenceof the friendfhip which your 
a father always fhcwecS me and the regard that 1 have per- 
" fonally for yourfelf. I am a loft man if you do not keep 
u my fecret; but on the other hand, you are forever un- 
w done if you prefent yourfelf at the Lodge to receive the 
tt degree for which you have been foJiciting. I know you, 
w too well to think that you would take the oath which 
44 will be propofed to you: You cannot diflemble;. and 
tt ftill lefs will you be able to think or a& as they would 
u wifh to make you. Horror will betray you, and then 
cc all will be over wilh you. You are already on the black 
14 list as fttfpefted. Knowing you as I do, I can aflure 
ct you that ou will foon be on the Rtdy or blood list 
tt (blade lijl) \ and then never flatter yourfelf with a hope 
w to efcape the poifons or the aflaffins of the Se£i. M This 
youth's refolution was not to be fubdued by fear. Before 
he would acquicfee, he wifhed at leaft to be made acquaint- 
ed with fome of thofe terrible engagements in which he 
was to bind himfelf, and which he would not be able to 
keep. His friend then explained the oath that would be 
equired, and he found it to be no other than the utter re- 
unciation of all the moft facred ties of Religion, of foci - 
ety, and of nature $ and a vow to recognise no other law 
than the commands of his Uluminizing Superiors. He 
fhuddered at hearing of fuch bonds j he found means of 
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deferring his initiation, and abandoned the Lodges entire* 
\y before it was too late* Since the Revolution, circum- 
itances have induced this Gentleman to leave the Auftri- 
an fervice and engage in the Englifh ; but it was from his 
own mouth that I learned how much he feared that his 
friend had been put oa the Red Lift for the friendly fer- 
vice he had rendered him. Certain it is, that he heard 
of his death a (hort time after this interview had taken 
place. 

The reader will naturally wi(h to return to our Bava- 
rian Illuminees 5 but that he may better underftand what 
was and what ought to be the effe& of their miffion, I 
muft firft defcribe the compofition of the Lodge in which 
they were to be received; and for that purpofe, I muft 
again infift on thofe Illuminees fo well known in France 
under the name of Tbttfopbes. Let us compare the 
above-mentioned black lift and blood list with an an- 
ecdote that indeed I could never credit until I was at 
length informed of the circumftances by men who were 
perfectly well acquainted with them. Every body knew T he 
that the large man/ion of Ermenonville, belonging to £°<te c ** 
Mr. Gerardin, and fituated about thirty miles from Paris, v j|j|!, en0n " 
was a principal haunt of Iliuminifm. It is alfo well known, 
that there, at the tomb of Jean Jaques Roufleau, under 
pretence of regenerating man and reftoring him to the 
age of nature, the moil horrible diflblutenefs of morals 
was praftifed. The famous impoftor Saint Germain 
prefided over thefe myfteries j he was the God of them, 
and he aUb had his blood lift. The Chevalier de L£s- 
curk fell a fatal vi&im to it. He wifiied to withdraw 
from this horrid fociety; perhaps even to difcover its 
abominations. Poifon wa6 mingled with his drink, and 
he was not a ftranger to the caufe of his death. Before 
be expired he pofitively declared to the Marquis de 
Mont roi, a general officer, that he fell a vi&im to this 
infambus crew of Illuminees. 4 



* Nothing cm equal the profligacy of morals that rage J a- 
mottg thefe uihabicantt of Ermenonvillc Every woman admit- 
ted to the mvftcries became common to the Brotherhood. — 
f hat which o/. Germain had chofeo for himfelf was called the 
Virgin ; (he alone had the privilege of not being delivered over 
n* chance, or to the commands of thefe true Adamite, unlefs 
St. Germain thought proper to confer the title of Vr^iu on 
fume other woman. This vile impoftor, more adroit than Cag* 
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Having afcertained thefe fads* I {hall no longer hed* 
tite to confider as fo many hiftorical truths, firft, all the 
oaths and wilhcs for the deftru&ion of the Altar and the 
Throne ; fecondly, all thofe do&rines fo exactly coinci* 
ding with what has been already extra&ed from the works 
of the 9e& ; and, laftly, all thofe abominable oaths and 
horrid trials defcribed by a multitude of authors. Nor 
{hall I be guilty of any calumny when I declare, that the 
fole difference between this Sedt and Weiihaupt's lies in 
the ceremonial. Atheifm is as precifely the ultimate cb- 
]*&. of their theofophy, as it is of Weiftaupt's myfteries. 
Neither will allow, that a man of nature can be bound by 
the laws of fociety ; both declare that fovereigns are no* 
thing more than tyrants; and both agree, that all means 
of annihilating Priefts, Kings, Altars, and Laws, (ho we- 
ever atrocious they may be in themfelires) become meri- 
torious and noble when directed to that end. But they 
excel even the modern Spartacus in their arts for kind- 
ling and inflaming the zeal of their affaffins and parricides* 
That the means of the former are not to be compared 
with thofe of the latter, let the reader decide on the fol- 
lowing ftatement. 

When one of thofe unfortunate men who have been 
Jed away by the Sed into all the illuftons of their virions* 
wifties to be initiated into the art of prodigies, the fci- 
ence of fciences, in fliort into the laft fecrets of the adepts, 
the propofition is made to him to confummate his devo- 
tion to the fuperiors who are entrufted with thefe fcien- 
ces. This will be a new contract, and will make him 

lioftro, had a&ually perfuaded his adepts that he was in pot- 
felfion of an Elixir qf Immortality ; that he had goae through 
feveral changes by means of the metempfycliofis; that he had 
already died three times, but that he would die no more; that 
fince his laft change he had lived fifteen hundred years: — And 
there were dupes who, too wife to credit. the eternal truths 
taught by a Ood-made-man, firmly believed in this roetemp- 
fychofis and in the fifteen hundred years of their God St. Ger- 
main ! ! — Neither did they know that that period of time was 
no m->re than an aUt.flon to the Mafonic degrees. According to 
the Mafonic fiiiion, an Apprentice is three years old, a Fellow* 
Craft five, and a Matter feven. This age goes on in fuch an in- 
creafmg ratio in certain degrees, that a Scotch Knight is (aid 
to be five hundred yt \irs old. When a Mafon therefore comet 
and fays, J am fo many years oM> it is no more than laying I 
am of fiu h a degree. (See Gefchickte der unbekanten ontki 
'Scotch Degrees.) 
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the blind inftrument of all the plots into which he will 
Coon be plunged. On the day appointed for his initiation 
he is led through dark windings to the den of trials. In' 
this cavern the image ot death, the mechanifm of fpe&res, 
potions of blood, fepulchral lamps, fubterraneous voices, 
every thing, in ihort, that £an affright the imagination, 
and fucceflively hurry him from terror to enthufiafm, is 
put in action, until at length,, worn out by fright, fatigue, 
hope, or enthufiafm, the candidate is fo perfectly deprived 
of his reafon* that he cannot help fpllowi rig any impulfe 
that he may receive. Then it is that the voice of the 
invifible Hierophant burfts forth fr6m this abyfs, makes 
the vaults refound with its menaces, and preicribes the 
following execrable oath, which the. Candidate repeats af- 
ter him: 

" I here break all the ties of the flefh that bind me to 
" father, mother, brothers, fifters, wife, relations, friends, 
** mi/lrejfes, kings, chiefs, benefa&ors j in fhort, to every 
u perfon to whom I have promifed faith, obedience, gra- 
Ci tude, or fervice." 

a I fwear to reveal to the new chief whom I acknow- 
<c ledge every thing that I (hall have feen, done, read, heard, 
tt learned, or difcovered; and even to feek after and fpy 
u into things that might otherwife efcape my notice* I 
u fwear to revere the Aqua Topbana y as a certain, prompt, 
* 4 and ueceffary means of ridding the earth by the death or 
" ftupefa&ion of thofe who revile the truth, or feek to 
u wreft it from my hands."* 

Scarcely has the candidate pronounced this oath when 
the fame voice informs him* that from that inftant he is 
releafedyra/n all other oaths that he had taken either to his 
country or to the laws. ^ Ely (it fays) the temptation of 
u ever revealing what you have j uft heard ; for light- 
K ning is not more inftantaneous than the dagger that 
u (hall reach you in whatever par* of the world you may 
« be." 

Thus did this atrocious Se& form its adepts. Spring- 
ing from the delirious reveries of a Swedenborg, it tra- 
vels from England to Avignon, Lyons, and Paris. In 
this latter town, and as early as the year 1781, a club of 
this fpecies of Illuminees (to the number of 125 or 130) 

* See the Red Lodge unveiled, Page u,and the Hiftory of 
the Affaffination of GuHavus III. King of Sweden, Sett. 4. 
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had formed itfelf, holding its fittings in the above men- 
tioned Rue de la Sourdiere. Savalette de Lange, the 
fame man whom we have feen fo immerfed in the corres- 
pondence of the Committee of the Amis -£/«*/*, prefided 
over this dub. The famous Count St. Germain often 
held meetings at this fame Lodge. Caoliostro was 
invited to it by a fpecial deputation for the purpofe. Hi- 
therto this man's myfterict had only been thofe of aninv- 
poftor ; but here he foon learned to be a confpirator. It 
was from this Lodge that he derived that knowledge of 
the revolution which he pretended to foretel in a fort of 
prophetic cant when he made his appearance in London 
after he had been liberated from the Baftille. It was 
thence that he received bis Millions for Rome, where 
he was to fow the feeds of Revolution. One of the A* 
depts that had been deputed to him was a Mr. Raymond, 
who had been rhe matter of the Poft-office at Bcfancon. 
He was an enthufiaft, and his imagination was bewilder- 
ed with Swedenborg's viftons. From him the knowledge 
was derived of this Lodge having had a hundred and thir- 
ty rcfident members at ram, and more than a hundred 
and fifty travelling members or correfponderrts in differ- 
ent, parrs -of the Globes that) after the example of Hol- 
bach's. club, they had their compilers and printers who 
\yere circulating their revolutionary poifons among alt 
riaifes of the people.* In the perfon of Dietrich, Se- 
cretary; to iheLodgei we find every fpecies of Iliuminifm. 
• Condorcet alfo was a member > he who needed only 
to be made acquainted with Wei&aupt's plots to belong 
toi every cohfpiring Se&j though it is not certain, that 
Dietrich had not already put him indirect correfpondence 
with the modern Spartaats*—*Lzt the reader mark well 
of what perfons this Lodge Was Compofed. We ft all 
have occasion to advert to it again for the illuftration of 
many .a fariguinary fcene. In the mean time let us take a 
view of other mafonic haunts, that we may difcover all 

* I have been informed of aH thefe circumftanees by a mm 
who was for a long time canne&ed with the Poftmafter Ray- 
hionr), but wiio vt'ilted ail his arte of fedoclion. This fame 
pet Ions, on whom I can perfectly rely, alio informed me, that 
he had ffen the minutes of the Lodge, which were regularly 
pi int i by Clcuzicr in the Ruj de Sorbotmc; but that they were 
fo overloa feci with //(;;// and hierogtypl>ic$ % that it was impoffi- 
b!e for any but the aJepts to read them. 
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thefe different Sefls, the harbingers of fuch horrors, uni- 
ting agid combining into one hideous mafs of confpirators 
under the difaftrous name of Jacobins. 

Befide the lodges that I have already named, there em- 
itted two others in Paris, the more remarkable as they 
£hew how the confpirators would as it were dafe them- 
selves according to the degree of error they had adopted, 
or the views that had prompted them to engage in th« 
general confpiracy. One of thefe Lodges was called the 
Nine Sijlers* This was the re- union of the Mafonic 
brethren who ftyled themfeives Philofophers. The other 
was named the Lodge of Candor^ and was chiefly compo- 
sed of thofe Mafons who in the world held a high rank 
and bore titles of nobility, while in the Lodges they trai* 
teroufly confpired againft Nobility, and more particularly 
againft the monarchy and againft religion. 

The unfortunate Duke de la Rocbefoucault, at once 
the dupe and proteftor of the Sophifters, belonged to the 
Lodge of the Nine Sifters. P afford was the Mafter of T **J 
it, he who in public appeared to facrifice to rank and J° n m 
riches, and even to court religion ; but whofe revolt*- sifters, 
tionary career would have caufed lefs furpri&e had the ac- 
tive part he had taken in the dark recefles of this Lodge 
been more generally known. The name of Condor cet al- 
fo appears here, as it does in every haunt of rebellion.^- 
Together with him we find a long lift of all the Sophifters 
of the day, fuch as BriJfot y Garat, the commander Dolo- 
rnieu, Lacepede, Bailly, Camille Defmoulins, Cerutti, Four* 
croi, D ant on, Milling Lalande, bonne, Chateau, Randan^ 
Cbenier, Merrier, Gudin, La Metberie, and the Mar- 
quis de la Salle, who not finding the Lodge of the Social 
Contradt fufficiently philofophized, h^d come over to 
Condorcet. There was alfo Cbampfort % who never could 
think that the revolution of Equality and Liberty advan- 
ced with fufficient rapidity, till at length fettered in its 
chains, he could find no otner refource in his Philofophifm 
than fuicide. ; Among the apoftate clergy that had flocked 
thither, we find Noel, Pingre, and MuloU The two lat- 
ter, together with Lalande, were alfo members of the Se- 
cret Committee of the Grand Orient. Dom Gerles, in 
company with Rabaud de St.\Etienne and Petion^ came 
and joined the Lodge of the Nine Sifters in the early 
time of the Revolution. Fau^het took his ftation at the 
Bouche de Fer y with Goupil de Prefeln an^ Bonneville* 
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As to Sycyes^ the moft zealous of this brotherhood and of 
the whole revolutionary crew, he had formed a new Lodga 
at the Palais Royal^ called the Club of the Twenty-two^ 
and compofed of the chofen of the EJe&. 

Such perfons as wifh to form a more precife idea of the 
revolutionary fpirit that predominated in this Lodge, need 
only to confult thofe works published by its members, 
when the court, at the inftigation of Necker, imprudent* 
ly invited all the Sophifters to lay before the public their 
views on the compoiition of the States General. A work 
of this nature, written by La Metherie, being read at the 
hotel, and in prefence of the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
a French nobleman, who has fince mentioned it to me, 
ventured to (ay, that the pofttions laid down in that work 
were derogatory to the rights of the fovercign and to re- 
ligion. * Well) (faid the duke, a mere dupe of his Sophis* 
c ters), either the court will admit of thefe plans^ and 
1 then we /hall be able to arrange matters as wepleafe\ or 
c elfe y the court will rejeel them^ and in thdt cafe we mujf 
f do ivithout a kin%? Such, indeed, was the opinion ge- 
nerally entertained and declared by the fophifticated Ma- 
fons, fuch as Bailly, Gudin, La Metherie, Duponr, &c* 
They wiQied to effabiifh a king fubje&ed to all their the- 
ory of Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the people ; 
^ but it was only through them that the people were to dic- 
tate the laws} and fome of thekfi-difant fages wtfhed to 
annihilate royalty entirely. Several of them, fuch as Bris-r 
fot and his faction, already (hewed difpoiltions to reject 
all terms with the throne; and reviling it was only the 
prelude to its utter fubverfion, 

There was another fet of brethren, who frequented the 
The Log* de la Candour i but, following other plans, the^y 

Lodge de (ought to combine their ambition with the Mafonic L- 
laCan- quality and Liberty. There did La Fayette y the dilciple 
r * of Syeycs 1'fping the Rights of Man % and already avert- 

ing that infurretlion was a mofl f acred duty^ dream that 
he was the rival of the immortal Wafhington. The Bro- 
thers Lameth, furnamed the nngratejul y flocked thither to 
punifh the court for the favors conferred on them; fodid 
the Marquis de Montefquiou, Moreton de Chabrillant^ 
and Cuflincs^ in hopes of revenge for having been flight- 

* See the account given of their works in Vol. H. of thefe 
Jrlenioiis. 
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p\ by that feme court Here alio were (bated many agents 
of Philip D'Orleans, fuch ate his counfellor La Clot) his 
chancellor La Touchy SilUry the vileft of (lives, and 
f) y A'tgutlion the moil hideous of mummers.* Thither 
alfo had refortcd the JVJarq u »sde Lufignan and the Prince 
of Broglity yyhok youth was about to tarnifli the glory of 
a name that deferved a better fate. The Phyfician Guil- 
latin is the only brother that I can find in this Lodge who 
did not bear a title. He foon felt the effects of its pow- 
er, when cited before the Parliament to anfwer for a fedi- 
tious publication; he beheld thou finds of adepts flocking 
in on &U Udes and threatening the magiftrates, who might 
£<*w plainly perceive that it was too late to contend againft 
the federated bands of Mafonry, 

Such was the ftate of the Lodge6, and of the moft re* 
mafkable Brethren at Paris, when the Deputies of Illu- 
m mi fm arrived from Germany. Mbft authors make them 
alight at the Lodge of the Contrat Social^ Rue Coq-beron. Lodge of 
} rear that I have rnyfelf prepared my readers for a fimi- the Con- 
Jar error, when fpeaking (in Vol. II. Chap. XXII.jbf thefe trat $#- 
Memoirs).of a Lodge eftablifhed in that fame ftreet. I cial. 
recollect, however, that I particularly mentioned them to 
be the Sophifters adherent to the Duke de la Rochefou- 
pault; and none of thofe belonged to the Contrat Social. 
Though I may have miftaken the ftreet in which they 
aifembled, 1 was not in any error with refpe£t to the per- 
sons i|f the Confpirators. The better to diftinguifh them, 
and that I might not confound them with another fpecies 
pf Mafbns, I made the ftridbeft inquiries. Among other 
documents, I procured a very numerous lift of the Bre- 
thren of the Social Confrafi.f I therein found men who 
pre well kijown for their 'attachment to royalty, and not 
a tingle one who had diftinguilhed himfelf by his $eal fqr 

* All Paps was acquainted with his accoutrements and 
remembers the hideous figure that he cut on the 5th and 6th of 
October, 1789) in the midft of the Poiflards at VerfailJes. 

f I mould have given this lift, but that I could not fuppofe 
that fo many Dukes, Marquifles, and Barons, would like to fee 
•their names made public Befjdcs, I am not writing thehiftory 
of the dupes, but of the con I pi ring Brethren. — I think it, how- 
ever, proper to obfenre, that when the federation, of which I 
am about tofpeak, was undertaken, they, (by the advice of the 
cue en ) admitted feveTal members of a lefs ariftocmic turn> left 
tmur Lodge mould be fufpe&ed of ariftocracy. 
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the revolution. I alfo found that this error (fo icandafi~ 
zing to the Social Contrail) originated in a work called 
Les Mafques Arr aches pubWhea under the feigned name 
of Jaques Le Sueur j which is nothing but a fcurrilou* 
libel on perfons of the higheft refpe&ability. This au- 
thor transforms men whom I have known to be the mod 
-violent enemies to the revolution 1 into the moft zealous- 
abettors of it. He afro makes the Duke de b Rochefbu- 
cault, the Abbe Fauchet, Bailly, and La Fayette, meow 
bers of the Social Contrail^ though thev never belonged 
to it. He places it under the direction of the Grand Mas- 
ter Philip of Orleans, whereas it never filiated from any 
Lodge but that of Edinburgh. He paints the ve nerable 
Cardinal of Alalincs in the talfeft colors, as will evidently 
appear to every perfon who is acquainted with his high 
reputation for virtue and wifdom. On the whole I do 
not think that this fuppofed Le Sueur can be quoted as 
an authority in any thing, except in what he (ays on the 
reception of the Philalcte llluminees\ and even there be 
is moft abominable in his perfonalitics, and pretends to 
have been an aclor in the fcene when he is but the plagi- 
. ary copyift of Mirabeau. 

I have befides acquired a certainty that Weifliaupt's 
cmiftaries could not have applied to men- more inimical 
to his fyftems, whether Mafonic or Anarchical, than the 
members of the Sacral Contract^ as by their orders the 
famous work written by Bonneville, Bode*s great friend, 
was burnt in open Lodge* In (hort, I have ki my pos- 
feffion the original letter (or, in Mafonic language, the 
flancbe trade) written by a man with whom I was ac- 
quainted, and on the formal deliberation of the Social 
Contrail tranfmitted to feveral other lodges, to engage 
them to join in a federation for the fupport of Louis X VL 
againft the Jacobins. It is true, that the royalift brethren 
of this Lodge were the complete dupes of this projected 
federation, for they invited the Lodges to form an union 
for the maintaining of the King according to the conftl- 
tution of 1789. Louis XVI. who really wifhed to keep 
the oath that had been forced from him to be true to the 
con (ti tution, was very well pleafed with the lift of the fe* 
derated Mafons; but Mr. de La Porte, then minifter, 
was of a different opinion. When he faw the circular 
letter^ and the number of perfons who had fubferibed i^ 
he faid, « It is impoflible that thefe perfons can be other 

\ 
Br.'" 
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« than conftitutienalifts, or that they can ever become 
* c ftaunch royalifts."— a Let us begin (rejoined the agents 
"of the Social Contraft) by maintains the king in his 
"prefent ftate, and we will afterwards find means of re- 
u cftablifhing the true Monarchy." This anfwer may ferve 
as a vindication for the members of the Social Contrafl; 
but their good intentions did not make their delufion the 
lefs complete* In the firft place, they might have feen, 
but they did not fee, that the greater number of thofe who . 
had figned the letter were men who wiflied to continue 
to enjoy their Equality and Liberty under a King redu- 
ced to the condition of a mere Doge to the fovercign and 
legiflative people ; and that La Fayette, Bailly, and ma- 
ny other revolutionifts, would have figned this letter, 
without ceaAng on that account to be jacobins and re- 
bels. Neither did they refleft, that many of thofe confti- 
tutional brethren would have turned againft the Social 
Contracl, as foon as they perceived the plan for retalia- 
ting the Monarch in his ancient rights; nor that it was 
far more eafy to entice thefe conftitutionalifts. into the 
mod outrageous democracy of the great club, than to 
bring them back to the principles of real monarchy. In 
fliort they had overlooked the vaft number of adepts of 
democracy who would infallibly denounce them as trai- 
tors to Equality and Liberty, which afterwards proved to 
be the cafe. It was to very little purpofe that the abet- 
tors of this federation terminated their letter with the fol- 
lowing words;—" This table is only for your chapter. 
<c Make difcreet ufe of it We have two f acred inter efts 
" to manage, that of the French Monarchy and its King, 
" and that of Mafonry and its Members," The interefts 
of Mafonry carried the day; for, at the very time that 
the demi-adepts were fubferibing the letter, the more pro- 
found adepts were from every quarter denouncing the 
federation to the great club, and the Social Contract was 
itfelfprofcribed. 

Certain of this fa&,and obferving that the brethren o f 
the Social Contracl pofiti vely declare, in the table traccc 
(which I have before me) that all political and deliber a - 
ting clubs fhould be fupprejfed \ being alfo allured, by fc- 
veral Mafons, that it was from the Committee of the A- 
mis Reunis that the invitations were fent to go and deli- 
berate with the Geman deputies, I find myfelf obliged to 
differ with thofe writers who declare the Emiflaries of II- 
Juminifm t# have alighted at the Social Contract, and 
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who attribute to that Lodge the political committees eft** 
bliflied on their arrival. It may very poffibly have hap* 
pened, that (bene one of thefe committees may have taken 
its fration in the lame ftreet; but certain it is, &at fiich 
committee was not compofed of members from the So* 
rial Centra ft* So like wife is it a mere fable that has 
been fpread, with regard to the inscription fuppofcd to 
frave been written by rhilip of Orleans on the door of this 
Lodge, Hither each brings bis ray of light. Let it then 
be remembered^ that it was to the Committee or the Amis 
riunis that Mirabeau had dire&ed the illumining bre- 
thren from Germany/— -Sav alette and Bonneville had 
made this committee the central point of revolution *nd 
of the myfterieSi There met in council, on the days ap- 
pointed, not only the Pari fi an adepts, but thofe of all toe 
provinces who were judged worthy of being admitted to 
the profound myftenes of the Se&. There were to be 
fecn the Elett of the PhilakteSj the profound Roficrucians 
and Knights Kadofcb, the Eleft of the Rue Sourdiere y o£ 
the Nine Sifter^ of the Lodge ef Candour y and of the moft 
fecret committees of the Grand Orient. This was the 
landing place of the travelling brethren from Lyons, A«^ 
vignon and Bourdeaux* The emiflartes from Germany 
could not find a central point better adapted to their new 
myfteries than this committee j and there it was that 
they unfolded all the importance of their miffion. Wci- 
Ihaupt's code was ordered to lie on the table, and commis- 
fioners were named to examine it and make their report. 
But here the gates of this fecret fenate are fbfat againft 
us. I do not pretend to penetrate the dark recefs, and dc- 
fcribe the deliberations that took place on this occafion* 
Many brethren have informed me, that they remember 
the deputation, but they fcarcely recollcft Ame/ius -Bode 
and itoy^nZ-Bufche under any other denomination thau 
that of the German brethren. They have feen thefe de^ 
puties received in different Lodges with all the etiquette 
due to vifitors of high importance! but it was not on hich 
occafions that a coalition was debated on, between the 
ancient mytteries of Mafonry and thofe of the modern 
Spartacu:. All that my memorials fay on the fubject iSy 
that negocbtions took place) that the deputies reported 
to their Arcopage; that the negociations la( ted longer than 
was expected ; and that it was at length decided, that the 
new mviteries fhould be introduced into the French Lodg- 
es', but under a Mafonic form 5 and that they ftuuld afl be 
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tfjurmnized without even knowing the name of the Sed 
whofe myfteries they were adopting. Only fuch parts of 
WeiQuupt's code were to be fde&ed as the circumftances 
Would require to haften the revolution. Had not the ra&s 
that immediately followed this negociation tranfpired to 
point out its effefls, we ihould ftill have been in the dark as 
to its great fuccefs; the news of which Amelias and Bayard 
carried back to their illuminized brethren in Germany. 
But, happily for hi (lory, fa&s have fpoken; and it will be 
eafy to fee how far this famous cmbafly influenced the 
French Revolution. 

At the time of their arrival, Paris fwarmed with impose 
tors, all railing fpirits or conjuring up the dead, in order 
to pick the pockets of the living; or magnetizing and 
throwing into a crifis certain knowing dupes y or knaves, 
who well knew the parts they had to aft. Others again 
would work cures on healthy dupes, to fwindle away the 
money of thofe who were really ill. In a word, Mefmer 
prefided there in all his glory* I make this observation, 
becaufe the illuminifcing deputies pretended that they had 
been attrafled from Germany by the fame of Mefmer's 
fcicnce, which had (pread throughout their country ; it 
alio ferves to (hew, that their arrival could not have been 
later than the year 1787, as in the very next year Mefme- 
rif/n and its tubs were entirely abandoned, or confined to 
a few adepts, the object of public ridicule, who reforted 
to the hotel of the Dutchefs of Bourbon. Such a pretext, 
therefore at that period would have been as much ridicu- 
led as were Mefmer* 5 dupes. The Notables, the Parlia- 
ment, Brienne, and Necker, at that time furniftied the 
Parifiaris with more important matter for conftderation. 
Betide, my inftru&ions, as well as many perfons the bell 
informed on the fubjedr, even Mafons at whofe Lodges 
thefe German brethren attended as visitors, ftate their ar- 
rival to have taken place about the time of the convoca- 
tion of the firft aiTembly of the Notables, which opened on 
the 22d February 1787. And, in fa&, it is from that very 
year that we may obferve die code of Weifhaupt influen- 
cing French Mafonry. 

In that year we fee all the myfteries of the Amis riunis, The ilto- 
tnd of the other Lodges that had adopted the pretended mioizatioii 
mylricity of the Marttnifts, difappear. .The very name 5 ein " n n . CC 
of Philalete fcerned to have been forgotten. New ex- ftratcd bf 
planations are given to tbe Mafonic (ecretsi a new de- fads. 

I. 
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gree is introduced into the Lodges; and the brethren of 
Paris haften to tranfmit it to thofe in the provinces. The 
adepts flock to the new myfteries. I have now before me 
a memorial written by an adept, who about the end of 
the year 1787 received the code at his Lodge, though he 
hved at eighty leagues diftance from Paris. According 
to the agreement made with the Deputies, all the forms 
of Mafbnry were preferved in this new degree; the rib- 
bon was yellowy the badge was a Jlar, and its Jejiivals 
were kept at the Equinox ; but the ground- work of its 
myfterie6 was a difcourfe entirely copied from that pro* 
nounced by the illuminizing Hierophant in the degree of 
Epopt. 1 he dawn of a great day begins to break upon «/, 
when the fee rets of Mdfonry hitherto unknown, jhall be- 
come the property of all free men. In fhort, it contained 
all the principles of Equality and Liberty, and of natural 
religion, detailed in the degree of Epopt; ana even the 
enthufiafm of ftyle was preferved. The difcourfts pro- 
nounced by the Knights of the Sun, or Knights Kadofch, 
on fimilar occafions were not to be compared to this.— 
The very Mafon who has given me this information, 
though he had been admitted to all the other degrees, was 
fo difgufted with this, that he refufed it; but the greater 
part of the brethren of his Lodge were fo much ele&rified 
by it, that they became the mojl zealous Jticklers for the 
revolution. Some have even held confpicuous places in 
it, arid one actually became mini/ler. In this new degree, 
the reader mull remark the very name of llluminee was 
not mentioned ; it was merely a farther explanation of 
the origin and fecrets of Malbnry. The French Mafons 
were now ripe for fuch an explanation ; they were in a 
ftatc fimilar to that defcribed by Kniggc when fpcaking 
of the Brethren who inhabited the protectant parts of Ger- 
many; they needed no long trials; they were ill umini zed 
with the fame facility ;* the name fignified little ; they 
received the degree, and ran wild with the fame enthufi- 
afrru 

It was difficulty however, as yet, to judge by the difpo- 
fitions of the different Lodges what turn the revolution 
would take* The Mafons in general wiflied for a change 
in the couftitution; but the chofen of the Elect alone 
were initiated in all the di (organizing plans of their E- 
quality and -Liberty. Their myfteries, it is true, were 
ui4fo]<i»d in the higher degrees ; but it muft be alfo r»- 
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membered, that terror had there much more influence 
than conviction. I was acquainted with Mafons who 
had fwom hatred to kings on their reception to the de- 
gree of Kadofch ;— ncverthelefs I have feen them regard- 
lefs of that oath become the ftaunch friends of Monarchy. 
That fpirit, inherent to the French nation, got the bet- 
ter of the Mafonic views ; that was the fpirit which was 
to be eradicated from the minds of the brethren ; and all 
the fophiftry and delufions of the illuminizing Hierophants 
were to be pra&ifed for that purpofe. It was in his de- 
gree of Epopt that the modern Spartacus had condenfed 
all his poifons by which he was to infufe into his adepts 
that frantic rage againft kings, which he had himfelf im- 
bibed. Such alfo was the intention and effeft of the de- 
gree of the Mafonic Epopt, 

But Illuminifm was not to be appeafed by feeing the 
adepts of the ancient Lodges facrificing at its (hrine.— - 
The Hierophant tells his difciples, that tbty are to acquire »j 
Jtrengtb by gaining over the multitude. This is alio the 
period (at the introdu&ion of the new degree, and the 
return of the deputies to Germany) when the Lodges 
are multiplied beyond any former precedent, both in 
Paris and the provinces, and when the fyftem for the re- 
ception of Mafons is changed. However low Mafonry 
may have (looped in queft of candidates, it had not as yet 
been feen recruiting in the fuburbs among the loweft rab- 
ble; all at once we fee the fuburbs of St. Antoine and 
St. Marceau filled with Lodges compofed of porters and 
laborers, now decorated with the levelling badges of Ma- 
fonry. In the country towns and villages, Lodges are 
opened for aflembling the workmen and peafantry, in 
hopes of heating their imaginations with the fophifticated 
ideas of Equality and Liberty and the Rights of Man.— 
Ac that fame period does Philip of Orleans introduce to 
the Mafonic myfteries thofe French Guards, whom he 
deftined to the fubfequent attack of the Baftille and the 
florming of the palace of his royal matter and kinfman. 
Let the officers of thofe legions be queftioned why they 
abandoned the Lodges; and they will tell you, it was be- 
caufe they did not choofe to be confounded with their com- 
mon, foldiers in this Mafonic Equality. 

At that fame period is Paris over-run with an immenfc jj^ 
number of clubs and literary focieties, on the plan of the ' 

Germanic union, and fuch as it had already eftabliflied on 
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the banks of the Rhine. They are no longer Lodges* 
but Clubs, regulating committees y znd political committees. 
All thefe clubs deliberate. Their resolutions, as well as 
thofe of the committee of the Amis des Noirs> are aU trans- 
mitted to the committee of correspondence of the Grand 
Orient, and thence are forwarded to the Vencrables in 
the provinces. This is no more than that concatenation 
of revolt, invented by Weifhaupt to revolutionize nations 
from the north to the fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, 
at one and the fame hour. The chief committee of thefe 
regulating committees is no other than the French Areo- 
page. In place of fytfrte^* j-Weifliaupt, Philo-KsuggCy 
Mariu j-Hertel, &c. we find, wielding the firebrands of 
revolution in the capital of France, a Philip of O fie ant, 
a Mlrabeauy a Syeyes^ a Sav alette de Lange, a Gondarctt % 

IT. Scarcely is the conftrudion of this chain of rebellion 

made known to them, before they fet about forming it 
throughout the Hate. Inftru&ions are tent to the very 
extremities of the kingdom j all the Venerables are or* 
dered to acknowledge tie reception of them, and to fub join 
to their anfuuer the oath oj faithfully and punctually exe- 
cuting all commands they may receive through the fame 
channel. Thofe who might hefitate at fucn an oath are 
menaced with all the poignards and aqua uphana that 
await traitors to the Sec).* 

V* Thofe Matters of Lodges who through fear or diiguft 

were unwilling to engage in fo awful an undertaking, had 
no other refource left but to abandon the Lodge and the 
mallet, under whatever pretence their fears could fugged. 
They were replaced by more zealous brethren, f and dft 
orders continued to be tranfmitted until the meeting of 
the States-General. The dav of general infurre&ion is 
fixed for the 14th of July 1709. At the fame hour, and 
in all parts of France, the cries of Equality and Liberty 
refound from the Lodges. Paris bnftles up in a phalanx 
of pikes, hatchets, and bayonets \ couriers are fent into 
the provinces, and they return with the news of a iimilar 

* See Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs, Chap. XIII. 
* Thefe letters and menaces were tranfmitted during the fit* 
ting of the States of Brittany, that is to fay, about June or July, 
1788; at leafl it was at that time that a member of thofe States, 
* Mafon and a Knight Kadofch, received his.— The new de- 
gree bad been received at his Lodge about ux mouths before. 
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infurre&ion ; towns, villages, nay, the very fields and cots, 
refound with the cries of Equality and Liberty, and are 
thus in unifon with the brethren of the capital. On this 
fatal day the Lodges are dijjqlvej^ The grand adepts are 
now feated in the town-houfes in revolutionary commit- 
tees, A s they predominated in the Electoral Afletnblies, 
fo are they now predominant in the afllnnbly ftylingitfclt 
National, Their cut-throat bands have been trying their 
ftrength,and the barriers of Paris are beaten to the ground; 
the country-houfes of the nobility are in flames j the lan- 
tern pofts are put \r\ requifition ; and heads are carried in 
favage triumph through the ftreets of Paris. The Mon- 
arch is attacked in his palace, and his faithful guards 
butchered; prodigies of valor alone could fa ve the life of 
his royal confort ; and the King himfelf is dragged a pri- 
foner to his capital. Good God ! whither am 1 proceed- 
ing ?— all Europe is acquainted with the dreadful tale.— 
Let us retarn then to the hand that organises this horrid 
concatenation of villany. 

The Lodgcs» c had thus been transformed into a vaft cor- 
refponding iociety; and, through the means of that cor-» 
refpondence, France had in a finglc day been overwhelm- 
ed by a million of demoniacs, who with horrid yell pro- 
claimed their Eauality and Liberty, while they were com- 
mitting the molt abominable outrages. And who were 
the men that prefided over thefe primitive difafters ? — 
Hiftory immediately points to a new den of confpirators, 
holding their meetings at Verfailles, under the title of the 
Breton Club. And who are the members of it . ? Mira- 
beau, Syeyes, Barnave, ChapelJier, the Marquis de I4 
Code, Glezen, Bouche, Petionj in fliort, an aggregate 
of the mod profound adepts, both of the capital an J or the 
provinces, who fupply the place of the central commit- 
tee, and by means ot the eftabli(hed corrcfpondcnc^ ft* 
the" time and manner of the infurreftion. They are, how- 
ever, but at the commencement of that long career of 
crime and iniquity which they are to Tun j they muft 
concert new means, and gain oyer hands and numbers to 
accompliQj the views which they were profceuting. The Origin of 
better to dire& this horrid courfe, they impatiently wait jhe app^I- 
the day when they may fally forth from their dark recefs- j™ b °* 9 
cs j and it is to the temple of the living God, to the church J 
of religious men called Jacobins, that Mirabeau convokes 
the Parihan adepts ; it is there that he eftablilhes himfelf 
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with the very men who compofes the Breton Club. The 
wlwle confpiring crew flock around him. From that in- 
ftant this temple is converted into a den of confpirators, 
and is only known by the name of Club, the name of t ho fe 
antient religious who heretofore made it refound with the 
praifes of the living God, is given to this horde of blas- 
phemers, the re- union of every clafs of confpirators. — 
Soon does all Europe defignate by the name of Jacobin 
the authors and abettors of the French Revolution. The 
curfe once pronounced on this name, it is but juft and 
proper that the appellation of Jacobin alone fhould car- 
ry with it the idea of a general coalition of the Sophis- 
tcrs of Impiety confpiring againft their God and Chris- 
tianity; of the Sophifiers of Rebellion confpiring againft 
their God and their King? and of the Sophiliers of Impi- 
ety and Anarchy confpiring againft therf God> their King, 
and all civil fociety whatever. 

Let us now enter this den of rebellion, which may be 
looked upon as the prototype of thofe numerous affecta- 
tions which are foon fpread under the fame name thro 'out 
the provinces. It is thither* it is to that monftrous union 
of every fpecres of confp'wing 8t,*dr, that the taflc which I 
undertook at the outfet of thefe Memoirs leads both me 
Tl Taco- an( * m v rea ^ ers > to f°M° w thofe different confpiring Seds 
bins and ^ rom trie i r origin to their terrible coalition in this den of 
Adepts i- confpirators under the name of Jacobins. Darknefsmay 
chemically have hitherto enconrpalFed^he proceedings of thofe differ- 
tl c lame ; tnr Sects ; and fome reader* may have been blind to con- 
10 perions » virion, and difbelievcd the evidence I have adduced to- 
prove that the commencement of this fatal union is to be 
dated from the intrufion of the Sophifter9 into the Ma- 
Ionic Lodges, and the confummation of it from the coali- 
tion of the latter with the deputies of Illuminifm. But 
broad day-light will now betray their actions ; behold the 
Sophifters, the Rebels, the Adepts of every clafs aflem- 
bled, all bound by the fame oath, whether Roficruciaiis, 
Knights KLadofchjOr difciples of Voltaire and Jean Jaques, 
whether Knights Templar, Epopts of Illuminifm, or dis- 
cipies of Swedenborg and St. Martin; here, I fay, all arc 
holding council and concerting ruin, devaftation, and all 
that meafurclcfs chain of revolutionary crimes. 

That impious man, who had firft (worn to crufh God 
and his Gofpel, was no more; but his difciples wcreftiil 
in life and vigor. We have feen them fpringing up 
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from their academic meetings, retailing their blafphemies 
in thofe petty aflemblies pretending to the bel efprit^ un- 
der the aufpices of the female adepts, fuch as the Dutch- 
efs D' Anville, the Marquife du Defiant, or the Geofrins. 
Efpinaces, Neckers, and Staels. They then framed their 
confpiracies at the Hotel D'Holbach. To fupport the 
illufions of their Sophiftry by the ftrength of Legions, 
they obtrude themfelves on the Mafonic Lodges; but 
now they have abandoned their pettifogging female adepts, 
their academies, nay, the Hotel D'Holbach and the Lodges 
themfelves are defertedj the great revolutionary gulph 
has fwallowed them all. Behold them muffled up in the 
red cap; the cloak of Philofophy has been caft afide; be- 
hold th£m all, Condorcet, BrifTot, Bailly, Garat, Ceruty, 
Mercier, Rabaud, Cara, Gorfas, Dupui, Dupont, La- 
l^nde, Atheifts, Deifts, Encyclopedifts, GEconomifts, in 
fhort, foif- created Philofophers of every fpecies and every 
kind. Here they appear foremoft in the ranks of rebel- % 
titin> as they formerly did in thofe of impiety. Behold 
them intermixed with the dregs of the Brigands and of 
the Lodges, as well as with the leaders of the bands and 
the heroes of the myftertes; with the banditti of Philip of 
Orleans, as well as with his worthy advocate Chabroud y 
or his rival La Fayette. Behold them in council with 
the traitors of ariftocracy, as well as with theapoftates of 
the clergy; with the Duke of Chartres, the Marquis de 
IWontefquieu, and de la Salle, the Counts Pardieu,de La- 
touchc, Charles and Theodore Lameth, Victor Broglio, 
Alexander Beauharnois, St. Fargeau, as will as with 
Syeycs, Perigord D'Autun, Noel," Chabot, Dom G cries, 
jFauchet, and all the intruding tribe. 

It is not by accident that we fee thefe ancient confpira- 
tors, whether literary or mafonic, coalefcing with the con- 
fpiring brethren of the Provinces, fuch as Barrerc, Men- 
douze, Bonnecarrere, and Collot d'Herbois; ic is no: by 
chance that the Jacobin clubs both in Paris and the Pro- 
vinces become the general receptacle for Roficrucians, 
Knights Templars, Knights or' the Sun, and Knights K> 
dofchj or of thofe in particular who, under the name of 
PbilahteS) were enthufiaftically wedded to the mvfteries 
of S we denborg, whether at Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Bour- 
deaux, or Grenoble. The club having once loim Jed the 
trump of rebellion, where elfe (hould we go to f.-.>; c!i for 
thofe zealous Martinifts, Savalettc de Lunge, Milanois, 
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WiUermoz, and men of their ftamp ? They had impro* 
ved on the fyftems of their forerunners the Roficrucians ; 
they will, now that they have entered the great dub, out- 
ft rip them with gigantic ftrides. They had coalesced 
with tht illuminizing Spartacus; and in unifon with his 
adepts they are now become the moft ardent Jacobin*.* 
But to whatever cawfe people may choofe to afcribe 
this general reunion of fo many confpirators, and of their 
fyftems, the fad certainly cannot be controverted* It had 
been firft fet on foot on the arrival jof Bode} it was com- 
pleted at the Club <tf the Jacobin* The lift is public* 

* See a Lift of the principal Jacobins in a work, entitled, 
" Of the Carter and Efefls tf Jatobinifmr 

It is an obfervation that did not efcape the notice of the Ger- 
man writers, and which I repeatedly find in the memorial* fenfc 
to me, that the greateft vifiooaries of the Kofi crucian Mafons 
and of the PhilaTetes are fince become the moft zealous apos* 
ties of Weilhaupt's Illuminifn*, and of his Revolution. — The 
Germans particularly mark out one Hulmer % a famous Martin - 
tft of Pruffca, and a George F6fier % who in his great zeal for 
, the myfteries of Swedeoborg would pafs fifteen days in fafb 
ing and prayer to obtain the vifion of a fpirit, or to discover the 
Philofopher* s Stone. Since that time, however, they have both 
turned out to be moft outrageous Jacobins. — In France many 
examples of this kind may be adduced: Prunelle de Lierre 9 
• for inftance, a man heretofore of moft amiable character, and 

a very good naturalift. He firft became a reclufe Martinift, and 
foon after as outrageous a Jacobin as F'ofier.~A$ for Periffe* 
the bookfeller, he acled the fame part at Lyons for the corres- 
pondence of the Martin ifts, as SavaJette de Lang did at Paris \ 
but he did not take the fame precautions. One might fee him 
gotrifc to the Lodge followed by his port-folio, which a fervaot 
could fcnrcely carry, Weifaaupt's code gained admittance to 
this portfolio; the revolution took place; and PerifTe, toge- 
ther with his co adept Milanois, became as outrageous Jaco- 
bins as the reft. — What is there that cannot be faid of the Mar- 
tini fts of Avignon? — Was there ever fuch atrocious ferocity 
fhowo as by the ringleaders of this Lodge?— All this tends to 
confirm the pofitton, that between the adepts of Swedenborg, 
and the adepts of Weiihaupt, there was bat a flight (hade of 
fcparation. The fuppofed theofophy of the one differed bat 
little from the atbcifm of the other. Weifhaupt goes more di- 
reclly to the point; but the annihilation of all religion is the 
real object of both their myfteries. It is even worthy of re- 
mark, tnat the modern Spartacut was on the eve of grounding 
;: 1 his myileries on that very Theofophy where fire is the prin- 
cip f t\ ami on the theology of the Perfians, as did the Phila- 

letes at.d MartinJfts. (See Knights of the Phtxix, Original 

Writings Vol. I. Let. 46 J 
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and it contains the names of all the profound adepts who 
had hitherto been difperfed among die Lodges. But let 
the reader never forget that it is not a mere local union, 
or an identity of perfons; it is an identity of principles, 
of method, of oaths, and of means; it is the general con- 
cert of thefe confpirators that proves the coalition. 

If we turn to the dilcourfcs delivered in the club (for in princi- 
the brethren now have their journals and their public ar- P'e*» 
chivjs) we (hall find that Voltaire and Roufleau are their 
oracles, juft as they were of the Sophifters when in their 
Literary Societies. In that club do they repeat all the 
blafphcmous fophiftry againft Chriftianity which they had 
formerly uttered at the Hotel D'Holbach ; the feme en- 
thufiaftic declamations in favor of Equality and Liberty, 
the grand fecret of thofe Se&s that had hidden themfelves informs fc 
in the occult Lodges. Thefe adepts found themfelves 
perfectly at home within this new den of confpirators j 
the coflume and the fymbols had changed, it is true ; but 
in fubftituting the red* or rather the bloody, cap of liber- 
ty for the apron and level, they only adopted a more ty- 
pical emblem of their antique myfteries. The Prefident is 
now the Venerable; the brethren afk leave to fpealc, and he 
grants or refufes it with all the parade of Mafonry. When 
deliberating, the votes are taken juft as in the occult 
Lodges. The laws of the Free-mafons for the admiffion 
or expulfion of brethren are the fame. As in the Grand 
Orient, or at the Amis reunis, and in the Lodges in ge- 
neral, no candidate is received unlefs he be prefented by 
two fponfors, who anfwer for his conduct and obedience; in oaths* 
juft i'o is it in the club. Here the obedience fworn is pre- 
cifely the fame as that fworn in the occult myfteries of 
Mafonry. To be received a Jacobin, as to become a 
Roficrucian or an Illuminee, the candidate is obliged to 
fwear implicit obedience to the decifions of the brethren ; 
and alfo to obferve and caufe to be obferved all decrees 
paffed by the National Aflembly in confequence of the de* 
ciftoni of the club. He then binds himfelf to denounce 
to the club any man who (hall to his knowledge coun- 
teract the decrees propofed by the club ; and that he will 
make no exception in favor of his mofl intimate friends, In govern- 
of his father, mother, or of any part of his family. In naent; 
fliort he will, in common with the difciplesof Illuminifm, 
fwear to execute or caufe to be executed all orders ema- 
nating from the privy counciLof the club, though they 
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Jhould be repugnant to his fentiments and confidence j* 
for the Jacobin club, like the Grand Orient^ had its com- 
mittees and privy counfellors. The brethren have not 
abandoned their Lodges, as renouncing all their means of 
haftcning, fomenting, and propagating revolutions. They 
have eftablifhed here, juft as at the Grand Orient^ com- 
mittees for the reports^ for the finance^ for the corres~ 
pondcnccj and, laftly, the grand committee of all, the^i- 
c ret committee j and nearly all the members of thefe dif- 
ferent committees are the very perfons whom we have 
feen flocking from the Lodges to the great club.f 
in pro- In this club of Jacobins too is to be found, in common 

icripttoDs; with the Occult Lodges of illuminized Mafonry the laws 
of exclufion and profcription. They have the black lift 
aud the red lift \ and this is a lift of blood. The name of 
a rejc&ed brother is never infcribed on it without cffeft. 
Paris has more than once feen fuch lifts ported upj it has 
alfo feen thofe devoted viftims periih, or, at beft, lave 
themfelves by flight.}; 

Thus, in this den of confpirators do we find every 
thing in perfeft unifon with the Occult Lodges, to which 
k only fucceeds. Adepts, object, principles, all are the 
fames whether we turn our eyes toward the adepts of 
impiety, ox rebellion, or of anarchy, they are now but one 
confpiring Seer, under the difaftrous name of Jacobin. — 
We have hitherto denominated fome by the name of So- 
phiftersy others by that of Occult Ma/ons* and, laftly, we 
have defcribed thole men ltyled Illuminees. Their very 
names will now difappcar ; they will in future all be fully 
deicribed by the name of Jacobin. 

It has been an arduous tafk to collecl the proofs of this 
monftrous aifociation. When we look back to that day 
when Voltaire fwore to crujh the fuppofed wretch in fup- 
port of his Equality and Liberty ; to that day when Mon- 
tefquieu dogmatically aflcrted, that all nations fubje& to 
a Monarch, and to laws that they had not made, were 
flaves ; to that day, in fhort, when Rouffeau points out as 
a public malefactor againft mankind the man who had 

* See Memoirs of the Club of the Jacobins. 

+ See the lift of the committees in the Caufes and Eff efts of 
/''* Revolution. — Momjoie on the Con/piracy of Or/tans, Book 
XIII. 

X I hi d. and Brijftt to his Conflituenls, when expelled from 
die Jacobins. 
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flrft enclofed a field and was prefumptuous enough to de- 
clare that it was his property, and thus became the foun- 
der of civil fociety > from thofe days, I fay, until the fatal 
period when the difciples of Voltaire, Montefquieu, and 
Roufleau, in the name of that fame Equality and Liberty, 
floclc to the club of the Jacobins, there to repeat their fo- 
phifms againft Chrift and his religion, to profecute their 
mafonic plots againft kings, to propagate the blafphemies 
of the modern Spartacus againft their God, their king, 
their country, and all focial order; what fyftems have 
we not been obliged to inveftigate, what artifices to un- 
fold, and into what dark and loathfome recefles have we 
not been obliged to penetrate, in order to trace their pro- 
grefs ! At length we have traced them to their general 
convention of iniquity and rebellion. Hiftory will have 
no further need of my refearches to demonstrate all the 
crimes and difaftcrs of the French revolution that have 
iffued from this haunt of confpirators. The hiftorian needs 
only turn to the public records, to their own journals, and 
he will fee what crimes of the French Revolution are to 
be attributed to them. I might, therefore, look upon my 
talk as accompliflied. 

There is, however, a certain order to be obferved in 
the very growth and progrefs of thefe fcourges. In this 
aflbciation appears a monftrous wifdom, that direcls the 
courfe of the crimes that are fucceifively committed 
and even at appropriate moments. This wifdom has 
taught them how to make their leaft criminal accomplices 
prepare the way for the blacked deeds j it has taught 
them how to difcard or deftroy thofe agents who, from 
difguft or any other caufe, ceafe to be their inftruments 
and only become obftacles. Thus, in the very club of 
the Jacobins, in the centre of iniquity, there exifts a pro- 
greilion of wickednefs. Each Seel has retained its ulti- 
mate object, each Confpirator his paifions and his private 
views, juft as in the Occult Lodges; yet they are all 
leagued in one common object, in one common meafure, 
to overthrow the exifting government, and ereft their E- 
quality and Liberty on the new order of things. But opi- 
nions will clafli as to the choice of this new order. AH 
detcft and hate the God of the Gofpel; but fome will 
have a God according to their Philofophifrn, while the 
Philofophifm of others reje<3 all ideas of a God. La Fay- 
ette will have a Doge for a king, fubjeit to the laws anil 
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will of a fovcreign people. Philip of Orleans w?H hava 
no king unlefs it be himfclf. Briifot will neither fubmit 
to Philip as kin^nor aflent to La Fayette's Doge; he 
wifhes to exercife the magiftracy of his own democracy. 
Mirabeau will be content with any plan, provided he be 
the prime minifter. Dietrich, Condorcet, JJubceuf, and 
the higher adepts of Spartacus^ will aiTentto nothing but 
the man-king of Illuminifm, every where his nun majicr. 
Crimes then will be graduated by the myilerics. The 
grand adepts will be feen to make the mere novices ad. 
Private paffions will fomctimes clog their prog re fs; I (hall, 
therefore, attempt to point out in what order the French 
revolution has brought ihefe myfteries into action, and ap- 
ply its fucceffive progrefs to the different Seds th^t hdd 
fe> profoundly meditated and conceived iu 
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:;«i CHAP: XII. 



Application vf the three Con/piracies to the French Re* 
. . - volution. 

WHILE I have been unfolding the object and means . , . f 
of fo many infidious plots, my reader has, no fa™ $ a ^° 
doubt, made frequent applications to fa£b that have ta- plots; 
*lcen place under his own eyes. He will have laid to him^ 
felf, what can be this long chain of crime, deftru&ion, 
and horror, with which the French Revolution has afto-* 
niihedall Europe, but the confequence of the principles 
and plans of thefe confpiring Se£ts ! In darknefs they were 
conceived^ but in broad day are they executed. Such may 
be the fuccinct hiftopy of the Revolution, now that thefe 
plots have been laid open. It is fo evidently demonftrat- 
ed, that it would be a ui clefs labor to defcend to details; 
we will alfo pafs over in our narrative thofe bloody fcenes 
which might rather ferve to teir open wounds icarcely 
clofed, than convince my reader. 1 (hall, therefore, con- 
iider the French Revolution in its preliminary fteps, and 
ia its fucceflivc attempts againft Religion, againft Mo- 
narchy, and againft Society in general. But a curfory 
view of thefe attempts will fuflice for the moil complete 
demonft ration. 

Let us revert for a moment to that period when the j n . p 
confpirators of every clafs were ftill lurking in their hid- Ji m j nar j el * 
ing-places. The difciples of Montefquieu and Jean Ja- of the Ke* 
ques had, fo early as 177 j, declared that men could on- volution: 
ly regain their primitive rights of Equality and Liberty, 
and the people their imprefcriptible right of legijlativefo* 
vereignty by means of a general aflembly of national de- 
puties. At that time alfo the fophiftieated adepts had pro- 
nounced, that the grand obftacle to thefe pretended rights 
was to be found in the diftin&ions of the three eftates, 
the Clergy, the Nobility, and the third Eftate.* To ob- 
tain, therefore the convocation of nhe States General, and 
to annihilate the diftin&ion of the three Eftates, muft ne* 
Hh 

» See Chap. IV. and VL in Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs. 
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ceflarily have been and really weie the firft fteps of As 
Revolution. 

The deficit that Necker had left i»the public treasury, 
the depredations and diforders of an age deftitute of mo- 
rals (becaufe thefe Sopbiftera had trans formed it into an 
age of impiety) had reduced a Monarch who (hone forth 
unblerai&ed in the midft of corruption* to Amman the 
Notables of his kingdom* that ihey might confuk for the 
happinefe of his people* which feerned to be his only care 
The tender wife that he has ffaown is immediately fcfe. 
cd on by the conspirators, and ferves as a pretext for them 
to haften the convocation of that very afiembly where all 
their horrid plots are to be eanfttoimated. Whatever 
might have been the wiftom of the NtfaM**, their plans 
are rejected beforehand. PhiHpof Orleans and his polite 
cal committees are lilcewtfe eager for the convocation of 
the States General. Even the tribunes of the nation will 
rife in judgment againft v anddifeufc the rights of their 
Sovereign. Foremoft among the confpirators, Phikp of 
Orleans is al(b foremoft in action. For the firft time does 
he pretend to be zealous in the public caufe; and the firft 
act of his zeal is to enter a proteft againft the diipofi- 
tions made by Lewis XVI* to provide for the wants of 
the fiate.* In thefe intrigues againft his Sovereign, he 
combined with the different rnagiftrates who were then 
noted for their factious behavior, foch as DfiSFRKMBNU^ 
at that time infatuated with the vifions of the Maxtinifis 
and revolutionary principles* Monsabery and Sa*a~ 
tier de Cabres, the moil ardent enemies of the Court; 
and Frbteau, who y in the firft aflembly, was to become 
the worthy affociate of the Conftitutionalift Cam»$.-^ 
PhiHp fo completely mifleads this firft Parliament of the 
kingdomy that they at length give the example of a law- 
ful and formal demand for the convocation of the States 
General. T -"*•* XVI. feeing the general ferment, befi* 
tates; Pi .igates the people; pays brigands; and 

mobs are alic. led in Paris* The King at length thinks 
proper to grant the convocation of the States GcneraL-*- 
That Sect which was headed by Orleans, now only wants 
s a Minifter who {hall direel the convocation according to 

the views of their confpiracy; and they turn their eyes 
•on that very man who had hollowed out the abyfs, that 

# See the Sccance Rcyale for the Land and StaOp*T» 
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r, whofe perfidious policy had been the rain of the 
maonal treafury. He was the man of the ambitious cour- 
tiers, who led him toward the throne that they themfclvei 
■light be drawn nearer to it; the man Supported by the 
Princes de Beau veau and de Poke, by the Marefchal Cas- 
aries, by the Due D'Ayen, by Meffrs, Befenval and Gui- 
bert; the man of the compiling courtiers, fuch as La Fay- 
ttte and the Lameths; the man of die Sophifters of Im- 
piety, whofe plots had been contrived in his own houfe 
and at the hotel D'Holbach* the man, in fhort, whofe 
^uft was to be carried in bloody and revolutionary tri- 
umph by the fide of that of his worthy co-operator Philip 
«f Orleans. 

Lewis X VL might have known this perfidious minis* 
ter; the whole plan of the confpiracy contrived by Neck* 
*r and his adepts of Philoibphifm had been laid before the 
King; but, alas! he could not be made to believe that 
fuch wickednefs and hypocrify was to be found in man. 
The day came, however, when he forrowfully exclaimed, 
Why did I not believe it? Eleven yean ago was every 
thing foretold that now he/alls me. It was to Necker that 
he alluded; for during his firit minififry, was that man and 
the plots contrived in his houfe, and at the hotel D'Hol- 
bach, formally denounced in a memorial prefented to Mr. 
<de Mawrepasand to Lewis XVL But unce that time, 
the Conspirators had founded all their trumpets to his 
iame, and celebrated the fuppofed virtues and talents of 
the Genevefe traitor. Overpowered by fuch intrigue, the 
King was mided to think that this man would prove the 
Saviour of the ftate, and he entrufted him with the con- 
vocation of the States General. He was precisely the man 
to throw the whole of thefe ftates into the hands of the 
Confpirators** He knew that their hopes were in the 

♦ I was not fufSciemly acquainted with this man's charac- 
ter, when 1 placed him on the tame line with Turgot and Ma- 
Jtfherbes.— > Let this artful and ambitious intriguer be judged 
i>y his own words :■— A hundred thou fund cr evens for yiu if sou 
rjjill make me Controller General. — / am rich, but cannot hoajl 
e>f birth ; money then mufl fupply the dsfeft of anceflry.— If one 
is poffcjjed of money 9 it is nest to be f pared when it can ferve cne's 
ambition. — Tom talk to vie of the people: they may be ujlfut to 
we % and I will make a tool of them; they cannot hurt us, and [ 
will play upon them.— As to religion, we mud have one for the 

feople; but not their Chriftianity ; we will dejlroy that 

hex Necker come to enquire on what occafious, or to whom he 
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multitude, and that die <3iftih$ion ofrnajd voting bjn 
tates, would prove an obftaclc to their views againft the 
Sovereign. He farther law, that the fpirit of (edition pre-* 
dominated in the third eftate, that they were becoming th^ 
revolutionary organs of the Ccmfpirators ; and, to enfura 
the majority of votes to them, Jie doubled the number c^f 
the deputies to be fent to the third eftate, Confident hi their 
numbers, they immediately declare themfelves, though a* 
lone, to conftitute the Natianal.^Jfembly^ Jn vain did the 
clergy and the nobility infift on thai right (of far more con- 
fcquence to. the Irate than to themfelves) of deliberating 
feparately, and thus counterpoifing the deliberations that 
might have been too haftily entered upon or guided by 
paffion, intereft, or the factious pretentions of party men. 
In vain did the clergy and nobility facrifice all exclusive 
privileges or pecuniary advantages in taxation which they 
enjoyed, in hopes of prefer ving their rights in delibera^ 
tion; for the privilege that Nccker* and the other Con-? 

held this monftrous language, and T will begin by naming the 
perfoD who received the hundred thnufand crowns tor having 
procured him the poll of Cuntroller General; 1 will in the next 

J)lacc tell him, that he held fuch language to the Lady who 
lad the courage to upbraid him with it to his face, and in the 
Jnidft of all his glory; to her whom he reproached with ftud- 
ding tears over her murdered brother, while fhe taxed him uith 
his murder, becaufe he feared her brother would betray his fe*» 
cret; to that perfon who refufed to enroll herfelf in that co» 
}.o;t or flatterers that were^o open the way for him, by thorn* 
fdin's of calumnious accufctions, invented by himfelf and by 
his emuTark's, a^ainft perfons holding flations that he coveted 
for himfelf or his adhetents, and which his partizans forward* 
ed to the unfortunate Lewis XVI ; to that perfon thro' whofe 
medium he wiiheti to perfuade the King that Af. de Sttrtine had 
itolen tvventv-two millions out of fifty-three eotrufted to frnu 
though the minifter needed only to he informed of »he plot to 
(how thefaUityof the imputation: in fine, to that perfon whom 
he courted as neceffary for his intriguer, who dilcdvered hihl 
to be a monfter, and who laid open all his plots and iniquities 
to M. de Maurepas and Lewis XVI. Let him learn, that if hit 
fecret crimes are to have a place in hiftory, the proofs of ail 
thefe are not yet loft. 

* In order to fecond the views of her worthy father in this 
warfare on the diftinclion of eftate*, while he was intriguing 
at the palace, Madam de Stael was playing the fame part in 
Paris. She lad eftahlifhed at her houfe a lort of office of In- 
iciipiion. La Fayette and the Lameths would bring ihe traitors 
to her table | and the names of thole da&ards, who would pn> 
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iptratorjs airried at, was that power of counteracting allVe- 
falutions detrimental to religion or monarchy. It was in 
vain that Lewis XVI. with the tendernefs rather of a fa- 
ther than of a king, made thofefacfifices (which of them- 
{elves might be called; a revolution) fo much did they cur- 
tail his royal prerogative) in his Declaration of the 23! 
of June. But this was not the fpecies of revolution fougnt 
by the Confpirators. The fophifters, had determined, that, 
to mafce their Equality and liberty triumph, it was nc- 
ceirary to deliberate by perfons and not by ejlatei ; that 
the -Nobility and Clergy {hould be confounded among 
the multitude j and that the majority, when deliberating 
J>y eftates, {hould prove a minority when united with the 
great^umbers of the third eftate. Lewis XVI. orders, 
that in virtue of the ancient c^nftitution of the, kingdom, 
the ancient form of deliberating by eftates {hould be pre- 
served ; but his orders are vain; the Confpirators proteft 
againft them; their prefident, Bailly, calls them to a 
tennis-court, and there they fwear to impofe a conftitutioa 
pn .France cougeniai to their views. They immediately 
fet their brigands in motion; the venerable Archbiihop 
t>f Paris is nearly ftoned to death ; the life of the Monarch 
1$ threatened; the fatal union of the three eftates at length 
takes place, which fubjedts the two firft eftates to the will 
of due multitude; for the Confpirators were certain of the 
fupport of all thofe apoftates and daftards, who, by their in- 
trigues, had been returned among the deputies of the Nobi- 
Jity and Clergy, becaufeNecker had doubled the number of 
the deputies of the third eftate, to.enfure the majority of the 
votes in favor of the decrees which the party were to pro- 
pofe. He had organized the States General according to 
the views and withes of the fophilrers; he mav, it is true, 
whimper and weep over the difafters and crimes of the 
Revolution; but the hand of time {hall engrave on his 
1 tomb, that he was the grand agent of them all. 

Having no farther oppoiition to fear, and certain ofpas- 
fing whatever decrees they chofe, theie Confpirators pro- 
ceed to declare themfclvcs a National Ajfembly. They 
arrogate to themfclves the right of making and of pro- 
nouncing the law. The fecrets of the Lodges conftxtute 
the bails of the Revolution under the title of the Rights 

ynife to abandon their Order and pafs over to the Third Eftate* 
were immediately infenbed en her lift. 
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$f .*%». The firft article declares*?** to i* *f**/ <*»</ 
//v#j that /*# principle rf all fovereignty ejentialfy n- 
jidts in the peeple\ and that law is nothing more than tha 
txprejfion of the general will Such had been for nearly 
half a century the dodirines of Argenfon, Montdquieu, 
Rouffeau, and Voltaire. Thefe principles of pride and 
revolt had long fince been the ground- work of the mys* 
teries of every clafs of Sophifter, Occult Mafon, or lllu. 
minee; and now they decorate the title-page of the re- 
volutionary code. 

This equal, free, fovereigis and legislative people, may 
will that their religion fhould be preferred in all its in* 
! tegrity; and that its monarch fhould be entrufted with 

the neceflary power to cru(h fedition and rebellion. Ve- 
neration for the altar and affe&ion for their prince ftill 
glowed in the heart of the French. But the ConfpiratorS 
wanted an armed force, drawn from the body of that fame 
people, docile, and fubfervieni to die views of the Sec^ 
and that would oppofe the will of the people whenever it 
did not coincide with theirs. This force was entirely to 
overpower the army of the fovereign* Every thing had 
been forefeen; for the fbphifters had long fince raid,*— 
u Oh that we could but once get rid of thefe foreign mi* 
€i litary hirelings ! An army of natives might be gained 
tt to the fide of Liberty, at leaft a part of them; but fo- 
44 reign troops are kept on foot for this very reafon."*— - 
Their army of natives is immediately formed, and it is a- 
gain from the dark recefles of Mafonry that the fignal is 

* See the letter attributed to MontefqoieH.-~In Vol. II. P. 
Q4f on the teftimony of the Abbe* Pointe, I quoted a letter at* 
tiibuted to Montefquieu by an Englifh joumabft, but could not 
came the paper. It has fince been diicovered in the Courier* 
or Evening Gazette, of Auguft 4, 1795. It is there laid that 
Montefquieu wiote it, a few years before his death, to a prcfi- 
dent of one of the Parliaments of France, f could wifli to have 
fecn the perfon named to whom it was written, or ia wbofe 
p^fleflion it is At pre'fem, for it is of a complexion to change 
our ideas very much as to the moderation of that writer. It 
would immediately clafs him among the conspiring (b phi ft ere; 
and, to pafs fuch a fentence on this author, the c fear eft proofs 
Should be required. But it appears, whoever was tiie author of 
that letter, that he was far advanced in the plots of the Seel, for 
he vet y accurately defcribes the oonducl of the Jacobins with 
refpeft to the foreign troops in the French fer vice: neither 
does he appear to be ignorant of the plan forfeparating Ireland 
from England. 
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£iveri< That Gune Savilette de Lange who prefided over 
the fecret committee of the Amis reunis y and over the con* 
refpondence, appeared before the Municipality of Paris, 
mid fpoke to the following effect: " Gentlemen, I am a 
u Corporal Here are citizens to whom I have taught the 
« ufe of arms, that they might defend the country. I did 
" not create myfelf a major or a general, we are all equals 
<' I am limply a Corporal; but I alfo gave the example; 
w command that every citizen fhotfld follow if. — Let the 
* nation take arms, and Liberty will be invincible/' Sa* 
valette, in pronouncing this difcourfe, prefented feven or 
eight brigands accoutred as foldrers. The fight oTthefe 
few men, and the repeated cries of Let us fave the nation ! 
excited enthufiafm: — An imrnenfe mob furrounded the 
Town-hall, and Savalette's motion was inftantaneoufly 
decreed* The very next day the Parifian army is feton foot, j 

and millions are formed into Native Battalions through- 
out the empire-* They are the fwarn agents of the Con- 
spirators; and it is now time that the unfortunate Lewis 
3LVL fhould feel their power* He had driven from his 
perfon the treacherous Necker j but the Seel ftill wanted 
bis fervicesj and it forces the Monarch to recal him*-— 
The King hefitates at fanclioning the Rights of Man, 
and the force of the people is immediately put rn action. 

In fupport of thefe rights all the Confpirators combine j 
and it is agreed, that immediately on his return, Necker 
ihall ftarve the people into rebellion > that the brethren 

* Many authors have fallen into an error with refpe&tothe 
firft formation of the National Guards ; and they ground their 
afleuions on a refolution of the Committee of Electors, fent 
from the town-hail to all the Sections of Paris, oideriog the 
formation of this guard* and Rgned Flejfelles, Taffin, De Leu- 
tre, Fauchet, the Marquis de fa Salle; but it is a certain fad, 
and within the knowledge of every body, ift, That this Na- 
tional Guard was formed only two days after the taking of the 
Baftille; and idly, I hat Mr. FleiTelles was murdered on the 
day of the taking of the Baft i lie. But a fad little known is, 
that the minutes of this refolution, as alfo the minutes of all 
tranfa&ions that took place at the town-hall during the fir ft: 
year of the revolution, were not compiled, til! the fecood year* 
oy a man of the name of Ferrier, and by the orders of La Fay- 
ette t who, notwithstanding many obfervations made on the 
fubjeel, would not allow any change to be made in what had 
been inferted by his orders, and would have been particularly 

E* eved t j tee the real origin of that National Guard made pub'* 
io the command of which he fo much gloried* 
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ftall coIleS all the harpies of die fuburbs to go and <fe* 
mand bread of Lewis XVI; that Bailly and his aflcflbr% 
fcated at the Municipality, ftiall order the legions of na± 
fives to follow and fupport them; that La Fayette at the 
head c{ thefe legions ihould march to Verfailfes; that he 
fbould furround Lewis XVI. with thefe bands under pre- 
tence of watching for his fafety, and then retire tojleep. 
Mirabeau, Petion, and Chapellier, Montefquteu,andDu- 
port, Charles Lameth, and Laclos, Sillery, and D'Ai- 
guillon, will then inform the Affembly that victims mttjt 
he thrown to the people f and they avail themfelves of the 
darknefs of the night to inflame the populace and excite 
the foldiery. Their hearts were already as hideous as the 
furies: They now aflume their cojlume, to lead their har- 
pies on to the com million of crime. f D 'Orleans will ply 
his monfters with the beverage of rage and frenzy, and 
will point out the Queen as the firft viclim to be immo- 
lated. Syeyes, Grcgoire, and a multitude of other Con- 
fpiratorf, ftand fpe&ators of the conteti; but, Ihould the 
Monarch fall in the affray, they will tender the crown to 
Orleans, as they may be certain of parcelling out its pre- 
iogative according to their Equality and Liberty. Neck- 
er abiconds^ but his viituous fpMJ'e, decorated with net* 
nofegays, and accompanied by her mfeparable companion 
the Marelchale de Beauveau, will appear in the galleries 
of Verfailles, in the mid ft of the carnage, and virtuoufly 
exclaim. Let the good people a£l^ there is no danger: and, 
in fact, (he had none to tear; fhe had already written to 
her brother Germam\ « Patience; every thing will go 
u well; we can neither fpeak nor write "% 

The night from the 5th to the 6th of October reveals 
the fecrets which this worthy confidant dared not write*— • 
Hiftory needs'not our labors to paint the horrors i>[ that 
.awiul night; they are defcribed in the juridical depofi- 
tions taken by the magiftrates of the Cbatelet. Orleans 
loft courage at the fight of a few faithful Life-guards, the 
only adherents of the King that La Fayette had permitted 
to remain near his perfon, and never was a more heroic 
t phalanx formed than by thefe brave men round their roy- 

* See the Sitting of the 5th Oclober, 1789. 

f S* e *be juridical depofitions of whndTes, 15 ?j %%6 9 JJ30, 
an/1 ?7 j. 

t See her letter of the 5th Oclobcr, 1789. 
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*] matter and his contort* Though their courage was ap« 
paiied by the orders of their Sovereign, they were ftill pro- 
digal of their own Wood; they refitted a foreft of pikes,* 
arid Qileajis could not confummate his premeditated 
crime. Day-light arrives to expofe the horrors of this 
night; the bn gauds, his inftruments, are feen to blufh, 
and the National Guards at length reHeft that they are 
Frenchmen* They emit no other wilh than to fee Lewis 
)LV1. living in the midft of them at Paris in the palace 
Of his forefathers* The unfortunate Monarch kr\ows not 
what men had profited of the natural effuiions of loyalty 
of his people to make them emit this wifh* He thought 
that he was entrufting himfelf to the affections of his peo* 
pie, when he was only obeying the dictates of the Con- 
spirators. He knows not that it is the laft {hi ft of the 
Confpirators, that the crimes of this horrid night might ;; 

not be entirely fruidefs* The great difficulty they had ;. 

found in making the Monarch fan&ion the rights of many 
#nade them perceive that they would frequently itand in 
Heed of the fame brigands to force his acquiefcence to 

II 

• The 6th of October, i fr 801 was the laft day of the French 
Monarchy. — Should it ever rife again, let a monument be e* 
tecled in memory of thofe brave Knights who would have £b 
glorioufly contributed to fave it, had not their courage been 
chained down by the commands of their King. May their 
names be at leaft preferved by the hiftorian ! J could wifh to 
infert the names of the Jixty heroes who fo well deferved the 
appellation of Life-guards on this awful occafion; but I havt 
only been able to obtain the following t 

OFFICERS. — - de Moimandre. 

Duke de Guiche, Captain. Baron Durcpaire. 

Marquis de Savonniere, Chef Deraiers. *' 

de Brigade, . — Moucheron. 

Vicomte D'Agouk. Chev. de la Tranchade. 

Vicomte de Sefmaifoflf. — * de Duret. 

Cornte de Mauleon. * de VaJory. 

Cher. Oampierrc. Corote de Mouthier. 

— St. George. — « — Bernady. 

Meflrs. Home, three brothers* 

LIFE GUARDS. MeiT. M&ldcm.three Brothers. 

Meflrt. djp Berard, Pwo Bro* Chev. Renaldy. 

titers* — — de l^motte, 

Chev. de Huilliers. . — de Montana 

Marquis de Varicourt, killed. — ^r de Figct. 
Chev. Deihutesi killed. 
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thofe future decrees which were to be grounded on then*, 
411 the decrees that were in fucceflion to annihilate reli- 
gion and monarchy were to be enforced by an infiirrec- 
tron, and the pikes and lantern-pofts were to be in per- 
petual requifition, to contirain the votes, to intimidate 
the Monarch, and difcard all reclamation. In future a 
captive in Paris, Lewis XVI. will be perpetually mena- 
ced by the brigands iffuing from the fuburbs or from the 
quarries, and paid by Necker or Orleans. La Fayette 
will proclaim, that infurrefticn is a moft f acred dtH/j and 
infurrection will become the ftanding order of the day;-— 
Aiirabeau, Barnave, Chapellier, will point out the object 
and fix the hour: Orders will be fentfrom their and* 
chambers to the Jacobins and the fuburbs, and daily, at 
the hour fixed, will the King, the Clergy, the Nobility, 
and all who may oppofe the decrees in debate, find them- 
111 ves furrounded by a mob that will hoot or a& exaflly 
according to the inftru&ions given by the confpirators.* 
Though they reaped no farther benefit from all thehor* 
rrd deeds of the fifth and fixth of O&ober, yet the eonfpir- 
ators knew but too well how to appreciate their fucceifes. 
Madame Necker writes again to her brother Germani: 
« We are content, every thing went on well. The arifto- 
c< cracy would have had the uppermofr, and we were oblige 
u ed to make ufe of the rabble." f Here terminate what 
may be calied the preliminaries of the revolution. Neck- 
er had moulded the National Affembly according to the 
views of the Seel, and had cftablilhed it in the town that 
was judged moft proper for enabling him to work the 
premeditated revolution. We next proceed to the plan 
traced by the Soph liters for crujhing the pretended %vrttcb- 9 
and here begias the war waged againft the God of Chris- 
tianity. 

* Some of the brigands who were in con flam pry for the 
purpofe of thefe infurrtclions were retiring home between ten 
and eleven at night, and 1 heard them take leave of each other 
in 1 he following terms: " It has gone on pretty wll to~diy; 
*' good bye; we mall expect you to-morrow.— What, to-mor* 
*' row? at what o'clock?— at the opening of the afTcmbly.— » 
" Where 4$ nvegofor order t? To Mirabeau's, ChapelIier's,or 
4< Bamave'sias ufaa!." — I own, that till t was prefent at this 
difcourfe I never could believe that thofe legiflators had daily 
interviews with thefe brigands to fix the hour and objeel ol 
fucb infuuc&ions. 

t Letter 8th of Oclober. 
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To deftroy religious orders; to deprive the minifters In the de- 
«f the church of their fubfiftence under pretence of the**™** a " 
tuants oftheftate\ ftlently tofap the edifice^ then to ero-.^JJJ ^ 
ploy fuperior farcer and at length to call in the //"?*/'-*the firft as- 
Jes and the Better ophoni: Such (it has been fhown) were.fembly. 
the means combined by the Sophifters to overturn and 
annihilate the altars of Chriftianity. To fubftitute the 
worfhip of the great architeft of the univerfe to that of. 
Chrifti the light of the lodges to the doctrines of the gos- 
pel ; the god of their pretended reafon to the God ot re- 
velation:. Such were the moft moderate of the myfteries 
of the occult Lodges of Mafonry. To invent and fubfti- 
tute new refrgions in place of Chriftianity, and to impofe. 
them on the people till every religious principle could be 
eradicated ; In the name of Equality and Liberty to ren- 
der themfdves powerful and formidable; then to tie the 
h*nds, fubjugate^ and fmother in the germ, every tiling 
that could counteract the empire of impiety and atheifm : 
Such were the views and plots of the Epopt y Regent , and 
Magus of Illuminifm. This code and their oaths have 
been laid open to our readers; and of all thefe horrid 
plots what particle has the revolution left incomplete? 

Religious vows were immediately iufpended and foon 
aboliflied ; the clergy were pillaged of their property, and 
all the pofleffions of r he church were converted into a fund 
for the fecurity of the aflignats; the facred veflels were * 
ftolen and prophaned; the churches were not only robbed 
of their gold and filver, but the very brafs and metal of 
the bells were carried away-* All this however is but a 
firft eflay of that war which the revolution is to wage a- 
gainft the Church. Still had the Church preferved its 
laith, its real treafure, pure and untarniihed; but it is at 
that very treafure that Mirabeau will aim his blows. He 
declared, that if the Catholic religion were not deftroyed 
in France, the revolution could never be coniblidatcd. — 
Immediately after-this decifion a code is formed for the 
clergy, of a long fuite of decrees, and it is ftiled the civil 
conftitution of the clergy. But it was merely a conftitu- 
tion of fchifm and apoitacy. This was no more than the 
firft religion, invented as the ftepping-ftone that mould 
Jead the people to a nullity of all religion. GroundcJ oa 

* Decrees of Goober 25, November % f December 19, 1 789 ; 
and February ij, 1790. 
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the principles of Revolutionary Equality and Liberty, it 
constitutes the people fovereigns in the fan&uary,juft as 
thofe fame principles had conftituted them fovereigns a* 
round the throne; it endows the people with rights that 
the gofpel has referved to the miniftry; it was no more 
than a repetition of thofe errors of Camus, of theapoftate 
of Ypres, and of the fchifm of Utrecht, long fince ana* 
thematized. Notwithstanding thedifguife it hLdafiiimedj 
the clergy of France foon difcovcred its real tendency* 
and at the peril of their lives they refufed to take the oath 
of apoftacyi The faithful paftors were expelled from their 
fces and churches, perfecutcd, calumniated* and reviled in 
the groflcft manner; for the legislating committee had 
faid to (he people, Dare every thing again/} the Clergy % 
youjhail be fupported. Soon is the national worfhip con- 
verted into that of perjury and intrufion, for the true 
priefts of Chrift: are driven from his altars; at Nifmes 
and Avignon they are (laugh tered ; and the man who had 
fvvorn to crujh Chrift and his altars* who had declared h\% 
gofpel to be a gofpel of (laves* together with him who had 
begun the revolution by declaring that France muft be 
dijcalholized) (decatholifee) are carried in triumph to one 
of the mod magnificent temples of the Lord) now con- 
verted into a den of thieves, into the pantheon of the god* 
of the revolution, in (hort* into the burial place of a Vol- 
taire, a Jean Jaques, Rouffeau, or a Mirabeau.* Such 
were the labors of the firft revolutionary legiflators. 
t>V the tc- A new fet of legiflators fucceed to the firft, and profe* 
cond as- cute fimilar plots againft the priefthood. New oaths are 
icmbJy; decreed, which ihow in a ftili clearer light that apoftacy 
is their object. The conftancy of the clergy exafperates 
them. The apoftates leprefent their brethren as refracto- 
ry to the laws, and decrees of banifhment are patted a- 
gainft thofe who would not fwear to their abominations, f 
But thefe decrees are only a fignal given for the brigands 
to execute that which thefe confpiring legiflators dared 
not publicly ordain. Their municipalities had taken the 
precaution to ftow into different churches vaft numbers of 
thefe valiant confeilbrs of their faith, thefe clergy who 

* See the fittings of April io, Auguft 24, 1790; and Janu* 
ary 4, April 4, May 30, Auguft 27, 179** 

+ Decrees November 39, 1791J and April 6, May it, An* 
guft »6, 1791* 
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Were to be banHhedL The brigands are then let Ioo(e 9 
armed with pikes and hatchets, and the Herculefes and 
Beiler&pbons of the bloody September make their appear- 
ance s this is alfo the day on which thofe avengers *f A* 
birtm Came forward, thofe men who in the occult Lo Jges 
had been taught to ftrike the vi&ims, to tear* out the 
heart, and bear away in triumph the heads of thofe pro- 
fcribed pcrfons ftyled prophane. When the hiftorian fliail 
proceed to paint the horrors of thofe bloody days, let hirn ' - 

not forget the oaths of the Knights Kadofch, and at whom) 
they were aimed. Let him follow into the Lodges thofe 
brigands that Philip of Orleans had initiated, and his a* 
ftonilhment will be greatly abated at the fight of fo ma- 
ny pontiffs and priefts immolated on the fame day, to the 
hatred of the adepts, and to the manes of their premier 
chief.* 

Contrary to the expectations of the confpirators, the 
people of the provinces refufed to imitate the brigands of 
Pans; and thus did whole hecatombs of vt&ims efcape 
the fate to which they had been devoted. It was in vain 
that the municipality of Paris invited all France to feck 
its fafety in the death of fo many prieftsalledged to be re* 
fra&ory*t I* 1 vsun did Lafitte, and the Other commitiaries 

• I am forry to fay it, but it is a facl that cannot be hidden i 
hooeft maibns will fhudder at it. but they mult be informed 
of what monfters have iflued from their Lodges. During the 
whole of the riots, whether at the Town-hall or at the Car- 
mes, the real figns for rallying and fraternizing with the bri- 
gands were mafonic. During the time of the butchery the mur* 
derers offered the mafonic grip to the (landers- by. and frater- 
nized with or dro?e them off according as they anfwered or 
mifappiehended it. I myfetf faw a man of the lov/.ft rabbis 
who explained to me how they had off- red him their hands, 
and that not knowing how to anfwer the grip he was driven a* 
way with contempt, while others who were not grangers to 
the fcience were admitted in the midft of the carnage, with a 
(mile. I am even acquainted with a clergyman, who, by means 
of the figns of mafonry, efcaped from the brigands at the 
Town-haH. It is true, that had he not been difguifed, his 
fcience would have been but of little avail ; for no fooner were 
thofe fame brigands informed that he was an ecclefiaftic, than 
thry purfued htm. Neither could the fcience be of any fervice 
to the ariftocratic brethren; and this preclulion will lufRce to 
demonftrate to the ecclefiaftic and ariftocratic members, that 
they were but the mere dupei of the occult Lodges of the fra- 
ternity. 

* The addrefs of the >d September, 1791. 
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of the confpiring legiflators, range throughout die towns* 
and the country, declaring that the true fpirit of the de- 
crees meant the death and not the banifhment of thefe 
priefts ; the people were not yet ripe for fuch atrocities. It 
was executioners that were wanting to the confpirators, 
and not the good will of the fecondaffembly; but it is al- 
io true, that from that inftant they no longer had it in 
their power to confummate that which the firft affembly 
had begun. The former legiflators had ruined and driven 
the clergy from the altar; the latter had made a hecatomb 
of them; and it was in vociferating curfes on thofe who 
fled to other nations, that they beheld them baffling their 
rage, and fubmitting to exile rather than deny the faith of 
their divine matter. 
ty the Hitherto, however, different pretences had concealed the 

ionhlv*" rea * mot * ves or " me i f perfections againft the paftors of the 
church* The Roman Catholics, indeed, could no longer 
excrcife their religion in France; but the conftttutional 
intruder s y and the difci pies of Luther and Calvin, ftill 
continued to pronounce the name of Chrift in their tem- 
ples. The third afTembly now throws off the ma/k. The 
Hierophants of Ilium inifm had declared in their myfteries, 
that a day would come when reafon would be the fole cod* 
of man. The adept He BERT appears with this code, 
and France recognifes no other worfhip but that of rea- 
fon* It is at once the religion of the Sophifter, whofe rea- 
Jon tells him that there is a God, as well as of him whofe 
reafon tells him that there is no-God ; it is the religion of 
the Soph i Her adoring himfelf, his own reafon, or his fup- 
pofed wifdom; as it is that of the vain mortal in delirium; 
nevertheless, this is the only worfllip tolerated by the Ja- 
cobin equal and free* The wanton devotees of Venus 
appear; one is immediately fet up on the altar and ador- 
ed as the Goddefs of Reafon ; and the fumes of incenfe 
no longer rife but in her worfhip. The infatiablc Guil- 
lotine will now devour whatever part of the clergy had 
hitherto efcaped. The time is now come for Ji if ing in 
the germ every thing that can recal to mind the gofpel, 
the God of Chriftians, his feafts, or thofe of his faints.— 
They are now profcribed^ and are no longer to be feen 
on the calendars published for the people; thus a Aim Hat- 
ing them to thofe that had long frnce been in ufe with the 
Sect. The very order of the weeks, the months, the year, 
is overturned. The great day of the Lord, the Sunday, 
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Is abolished, for it recalled to the minds of the people the 
exiftence of a God and of a Creator; but leaft the peo T 
pie fhould fti'll fear the power of an avenging God after 
death, they will read engraved on the tombs of their fore- 
fathers, and on thofe even into which they are to defcend 
themfelves, that death is only an eternal /Jeep ; and this 
was one of the grand myfteries. The few pnefts who re- 
mained, and who ftill adored an avenging God and a 
Creator, were either to abjure the very character of the 
ancient priefthood, or perifli, flowed up in loathfome dun- 
geons, beneath the fatal axe of the guillotine, or immer- 
fed in die waters of the Loire, or of the ocean. Such was 
the reign of the confpirators Hebert and Robefpierre. 

The tyrants quarrel among themfelves and devour each 
other; and even the revolution may be faid to have its re- 
volutions. Impiety, for a time, aflumes a differentrfhape, 
but does not relent in its perfecution againft the gofpel 
and the priefthood. One might have been tempted to 
think that it was returning on its own footfteps, for the 
people would ftill adore a God, notwithstanding this new 
reign of Reafon ; and Robefpierre allows them, for a time, 
afupreme being. Next comes Reveillere-Lhpaux 
with his Tbeophilanthropic worftiip. This was the fourth 
religion invented by the SetSh It is another tyrant of Is- 
rael erecting a golden calf, to hinder the people from a- 
doring the true God. It is the Magi df Illuminifm in- 
venting religion after religion, and god after god, in hopes 
ofdifgufting the people with every idea of a god. They, 
indeed, allow this unfortunate people to pronounce his 
name again; but let us proceed to this Tbeophilanthropic 
meeting. There every perfon who ftill believes in God 
is treated as a man imbued with vulgar prejudices, as a 
fool or a madman. There they make no farther myftery 
of their defigns, that if ever they can infufe their philofo- 
phic fpirit into the people, all this new worfhip fhall be 
banifhed as was the former.* It is always the worfhip of 
cunning and impious rage againft the priefthood of the 
Lord. The Seft appears for a time to have caft afide the 
Jnftruments of death; but it is only to condemn its vic- 
tims to a more flow and cruel end. It never ceafes to pro- 

* This is the cxacl ftatement of an account that I received 
from a gentleman who procured initiation into the myfteries 
of the prefect Ikeophilantkrop'tfls of Paris. 
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claim its oaths of Equality and Liberty if thofe ftw hies* 
Jing$ of the revolution^ however, can only be acquired for 
the prielthood by perjury and apoftacy. But wo be to thofe 
who refufe it; in vain does the citizen offer them an afy- 
]um in his houfe, domiciliary vifits will foon difcovet them* 
4— Do they retire into the forefts, into caverns, they are 
hunted down and banifhed to the vrilderneffes of Guya- 
na j and pilots more to be feared than the temped are fent 
to convey them. 

Thus do all the different plots of the Sophifters of Im* 
piety, which had been fo long a time contriving in dark- 
nefs, burft forth into broad day-light, the obje& of their 
myfteries is accompliflied; that wiflj, that oath of erujh- 
ing Chrift and his religion, with its minifters, is contam- 
inated. But the reader has not forgotten, that the Soph is- 
fters of Rebellion coalefced with thofe of Impiety. The 
adepts had alio fworn to crufh the monarch and his throne; 
here again my reader rnuft have got the ftart of me, and 
will immediately fay, " but the revolution has alfo con- 
u fummated their plots againft the throne, as it has thofe 
* againft Chrift and his altars." 
Io the de- *^ re again muft the hiltorian wade through fcenes of 
crees a* blood and horror, and his fight will be blafted.by the moil 
gainft rao- atrocious crimes. If he has the ftrength and patience he 
»«chy; may enumerate them; but, at the feme time, let him ne- 
ver lofe light of the Se£l that has foftered them. Let him 
follow iu progrefs; agents may vary, confpirators rriay 
focceed each other in the legiflative halibut they will all 
proceed from one common den wherein the adepts have 
contrived their plots. The thread of this horrid catas- 
trophe will always be the fame, though held in fucceffion 
byxiifferent hands. Equality and Liberty will always be 
*he principle, and the confequences will alwiys ftrike at 
the monarch and monarchy, as they have done againft 
Chrift and his religion. In this revolution of Equality 
and Liberty, crimes againft the church, and crimes a- 
gainft the ftate are entwined together j to-day the church, 
to. morrow the fovereigij, the day after proprietors are at- 
tacked, and this continues in a long concatenation which 
always takes its rife, as from its centre, in the club of the 
Jacobins, in the reunion of every fpecies of confpiring a- 
deptt Their firft confpiring legislators, fuch as Mirabeau, 

t Decree January ie> 179k 
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ftyeyes, Barnave, Orleans La Fayette, Lameth, Cha, 
Ijroud, Gregoirc, Petion, BajUy, Rabaud, Chapellier, and 
all die deputies of the Mountaiq, habitually pafs from the 
tribune of the Jacobin* to that of the manege. There a 
fii ft conftitution wa$ prepared, that was to overwhelm the 
throne as it had dqne the altar; that was to weaken Lewis 
i VI. and ftrip him not only of his authority, but alfo of 
the affe&ion of his fubjedts; that was to take from hio* 
the command of the army, and deprive him of the fupport 
of his nobilicyj thtf was, in (bort, to rob him daily of 
fooie part or that authority which conftitutes the monarch* 
Two years were fperit in diflemirjating calumnies, in ftir- 
jing up the people, or in paffing decrees as derogatory to 
royajiy as they were injurious to religion. This legifla- 
tive rout bad formed a code of laws againft the church, 
that was to leave but the name of religion to the French 
nation; from the fame clamorous multitude are ifiued 
laws againft monarchy, that reduced the unfortunate Lew ? 
|s XVI. to a mere cypher; a captjve in hjs palace, fur- 
rounded by brigands, he is forced, as the clergy had been, 
to fanclion thofe very decrees that defpoiled him; the 
clergy had pleaded the duties of the priefthood in oppofi- 
tion to the decrees; the king fets forth the duties of the 
monarch; he claims, as they had done, his liberty, and 
jfor a moment thinks he has obtained it by his flight tQ 
Varennes. But the traftor* La Fayette foon difpel)ed th$ 

Kk 

* Left public documents (hould pot be fufficiently cxplana? 
Jory of the conduit of La Fayette on this occafion, and as fe- 
deral perfons have wished to perfuade the public that he waf 
perte&ly ignorant of the intended flight of the king, I here 
pubiifh a true (Utement of fa#s. — A German woman, married 
to a Fr?nch*nan of the name of Rochereuil, was employed in 
%ht queen's fervice under the title or Porte cbaife d 'ajfuirej .— 
This woman had ftiown fo much indignation, and had wept (b 
bitterly on the jth and 6(h of Otftober, that the queen, afFecled 
at feeing jfjch proofs of attachment in this wornan, entrufted 
her with the care of preparing her broth, and lodged her in a 
room on the ground door of her own apartment, which com* 
inunicated to the apaitment that had been occupied by the 
Duke of Villequier. In the beginning of June, the queen, who 
began to prepare for her intended evafion, lodged this Mrs! 
Richereuil iq another room. She immediately harbored fufpi- 
cions of Tome intended plan, and watched the king and queeo. 
TJie great confidence they both had in her gave her the oppor- 
tunity of knowing the whole fcheme of the king's flight. On 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



%tft ANTISOCIAL COttSPlftACV; 

iHufidn, and only permitted him to enjoy it for an irtftanf* 
that he might drfcg his royal matter back to the capital 
cxpofed to "every outrage, there to keep him aelofer pri- 
foncr. Lewis, a prifoner r at length fen&ions this eoafti- 
tution of Equality and Liberty; he ftill bears die title of 
king, when a new band of ruffians or legiftative adepts- 
make their appearance to form the fecond National As- 
fembly. 
by the fc- 1 *> e ^ con< ^ affcmbly finds Lewis a captive in his pa-* 
cond as- lace -, and they proceed in the wicked career of their pre- 
ferably; dcceflbrs* Each fitting gave birth to new decrees more 
and more derogatory to the authority of the monarch $ 
daily were the people ft irred up to infurre£rion againft the 
altar and the throne. At length the day drew near when 
both were to fall beneath their blows. The long lift of 
clergy that were to be immolated had been already form- 
ed by the Jacobin municipality, and the Jacobin legifia* 
tors farround the palace of Lewis with legions of bri- 
gands. He is reduced to feek an afylum in the mtdft of 
that very affcmbly that had fent this mob of mifcreants a* 

the tot h of June (he informed McflVs. La Fayette and Goovio* 
of what (he had ohferved, and lodged an information at the 
Cotnite Jcs Rcdxrcbss of the National Alterably. She bad ele- 
ven conferences with them in the fpace of nine days* In coo» 
fequence of thefe denunciations, M.de la Fayette charged thirf 
keen-officers -on whom he could depend, to patrofe every night 
within the interior of the Thuilleries. but with fccret orders to 
faror the evafion. His orders had been given in a Gmilar man- 
ner along the road. Drouet had been in Articled in the part he 
Uas to acl. The remaining part of that fatal journey to Varen- 
nes, and the arreftatron of the king, may be ail eafily conceited* 
excepting that excefs of infolence with which La Fayette ofed 
his victory, and the outrages he heaped on the unfortunate 
Lewis, when dragging him back to his prifon of the ThuiU 
leries. 

Another anecdote thaj may fttrprize the reader is^that when 
the queen had been informed of the rteacheroui behavior ot 
this woman, Rochereuil, and had difmiffed the traitor from 
her fervice> this wretch had the infolence to prefem a memo- 
rial, that a deputy had penned for her, to the queen* requeu- 
ing that me might be admitted again into her favice, and flar- 
ing that in her opinion (he could not have given her ma jelly a 
greater proof of her gratitude and fidelity than by depriving 
her of the poffibilrty of hearkening to the evil councils ot the 
royalilte — The queen gave the memorial to Mr. /YiVar, the 
hiftoriographer of France for the foreigo department. '1 he de- 
nunciation of this woman is carefully preferred in what arc 
Hyled the National Archives. 
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gtrnft bim; they pronounce his fufpeniion, as according 
to the new forms they would have encroached on the fo- 
vereignty of the people in pronouncing the abolition of 
royalty; but left he faould miftake the nature of his crime* 
thev proclaim the new aera and the new oath of Equality 
*na Liberty^ both of which are to date from this day.—* 
They then decree the convocation of a new aflembly which 
is to pronounce definitively on the fate of the monarch* 
All thefe decrees are pafled in his prefence; for they had 
barbaroufly (hut up him and his family in a tribune ap- 

{>ropriated to the writers of a Newfpaper, left he fhould 
ofe a fingle word uf the outrages and calumnies vented 
againft his peribn, or of the laws pronounced for the an- 
nihilation of the throne. But his death had been already 
refolved* meanwhile he is fent to the towers of the Tern* 
pie to await his cruel deftiny.* 

I {hould be litde inclined to infill on the atrocious feats Confpira- 
that iignalifted thefe horrid triumphs of the fecond aflem- cy of the 
t>ly, or on the arts employed to prepare them, were it not * oln °£ 
that the true thread of fuch a multitude of crimes has not gu " 
been properly difcovered. The whole was contrived by 
firiflbt. The Se&, it is true, fumifhed him with agents, 
but he was conftantly the chief of the con(pi racy of the 
f9th of Auguft. During a whole year he was employed 
in preparing it ^ he had conceived it even before he was 
named a legiflatoc. Initiated in all the niyfterie* of HoU 
bach's club, and even contending with Condorcet for the 
precedency among the Voltairian Sophifters, no fooner f 
was he deputed to the grand aflembly, than he thought 
himfelf called to fulfil the decree which he had longiince 
pronounced^ That the fceptre of the Bourbons fhould be 
Jbiveredy and France hi transformed into a republic.^-— 

* Sittings of Auguft I*, *i» and i%, 1791. 

f Lewis XVI. was but a child when Sir Horace Walpole, 

ffince Lord Orford,) after a (hoit ftay at Paris, wrote the {bl- 
owing letter to Marefchal Conway on the views and plans of 
the Sophifters. It is dated O&ober 28, 1765. 

" The Dauphin (father to Lewis XVI.) will probably hold 
w out very few days. His death, that i?, the near profpeft of 
** it, fills the Phihfophers with the greateft joy, as it was fcar- 
m ed be would endeavor the reftoration of the Jcfiiits. You 
M will think, the fentiments of the Phihfophers very odd^.?A?« 
" news. — Bat do you know what the Phihfophers are, or what 
€ f the win means here? In the firtt place, it comprehends al- 
u moft every body; and in the next means n>f n, who, avowing 
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Scarcely was he feated among thefe rtew legiflatofs WWel 
he cad his eyes around him iri queft of adepts who might 
co-operate in hurling from his throne that unfortunate 
monarch, whofe power the preceding aflembly had reduce 
cd to a mere phantom. He foon perceived that fame ha- 
tred to royalty raging in the brcaftsbf a Perion, a Buzotj 
ft Vergniaux, a (iaudet, a Genfonne, or a Louver, and 
to them he opened his plans. 

According to the plan contrived by the confpiratorsi 
we (hall fee that France was in the firft place to be inun- 
dated with journals, all ftimulating the people to com- 
plete the grand work of their liberty. By dint of libels 
and moft odious calumnies againft Lewis XVI. and his 
fcjueenj they were to eradicate every fentiment of aJFec* 
tion from the heart of the fubjed. They next bethought 
themfetves of ftirring up the foreign powers, that Lewis 
XVI. being engaged in war without, might fall an eaficr 
prey to intrigue within. We next hear the club refound- 
ing with that very fentence which Briflot afterwards writes 
to the generals of bis revolution: Europe muji be ft ott 
fire at the four corners \ in that ourfafety lies.* By means 
of their adept*; and clubs they were perpetually exciting 
the people to infurredion, in order to caft the odium on 
the king and queen. Under pretence of taking meafuret 
againft thefe frequent infurrc&ions, and to ward off the 
danger to which they expofed France, they formed in the 
National Aflembly a fecret committee under the tide of 
extraordinary commiffion^ and which was the head of th4 
Fa&ioa fmce called the Girondins, from the department 

*' war againft poperv* aim, many of them, a) ajuhverfion of 
u ail religion* and fill many more at the dejiruftion of regal 
w power. — How do you know this ? you will fay; you, who 
*' have been but fix weeks in France, three of which you hive 
V been confined in your chamber. — True j but in the firft pe- 
4< riod I went eveiy where, and heard nothing elfe; in the tat* 
*• ter I have been extremely vifued. and have had long and ex- 
'* plicit conventions with many who think as I tell you. and 

* with a few of the other fide, who are no l.-fs pei fuade^that 
" there ate foch intentions. In particular, I had two officers 
ft here the other ni^hr, neither of them young, whom 1 had 

' difficulty to keep from a ferious Quarrel, and who, in the heat 

* of the difpute, informed me of much moiethan I could ha?o 
*' learned with great pains.'* (Vol. VJ 

* See Mallet Du Pan's Confideratiods on the Nature of thi 
Revolution, P. -3*. 
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Wthe dironde, in Gafcohy. It was there that Briflot,at 
the head of the Eled, and prefidtng in the commijpon^ pre* 
pared, in filence, thole decrees that were to confummate 
the plots againft monarchy. He wifhed to give this revo* 
lution an appearance of philofophy, folicited by an en- 
lightened people tired of its kings, and willing to recog* 
fiize no other fovereign than itfelf. Hefent his emifLries 
into the provinces; but they all returnedj declaring that 
the French nation was unwilling to facritice its king.— * 
He then founded the legiflative aflfembly, and the opinions 
of the majority alfo coincided with the wiflies of the peo- 
ple.— What he could not accbmplifh by his fophiftry, he 
how determined to effe&uate by means of pikes and his 
blood-thirfty legions of brigands.-^-He calls thole legions 
from the South known by the name of MarfiiMs; from 
the Weft the Jacobins fend up the brigands of Breft* 
Barbaroux and Panis y Carra and Beaujois the intruded 
vicar of Blois, Beffi from the Drome* Gallijfot from Lan- 
grcs, Fournitr the Weft-Indian, General IVeftermann^ 
Kieulin from Stralbourg, Santerre the brewer, Antotne 
from Metz, and Gorfas the journalift* combined with the 
Girondinu They hold their councils fometimesat Robc- 
fpierre's^ at others at the SoUild'Or, (the golden Sun,) 
a tavern near the Baftille. Syeyes and his club of tiventy- 
two, or the occult Lodge or the Jacobins, fecond them 
with all their might.— -Marat^ Prudhomme^ and Millin, 
with all the Journalifts of the Party* daily invent new ca- 
lumnies againft Lewis and his royal Conforti Alexandre 
and the renegado Chabat ftir up the fuburbs ot St. An- 
toine and St. Marceau. Philip of Orleans contributes his 
money and his party* becaufe he is in hopes of being him- 
felf exalted to the throne, as foon as Lewis XV i. (ball 
be driven from its and even though he were not to fuc- 
ceed in obtaining the throne* he will at leaft have gratis 
fied *his vengeance. 

Every thing is agreed on; the Legions are arrived; at 
ten minutes before one in the morning the alarm bells ring 
the prelude to the terrible 10th of Auguft. The fecond 
Aflembly has now fulfilled its talk; Lewis XVI. is de- 
clred to be deprived of all right to the crown. He is 
torn from the palace of his forefather*, and immured with- 
in the towers of the Temple. It is there that the third 
Aflembly of Legiflators is to find him, and are to lead 
him from thence to the fcaffold to fulfil the oaths of the 
Occult Lodges. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



26? ANTXJOCJJLI, C*N*HRACY; 

, Shpuid the hiftorian hcfitatc af recognising dint pro* 
greflion of the, Se&, to condiiS us to & terrible catas* 
trophcof the I oth of Auguft, let him turn to the avow- 
als of the adepts themfelves.— The day is come when they 
envy each other the commiHion of fuch crimes} they ha4 
inftalled Briflbt the leader of the Jacobins j but Robe* 
(pier re, Marat, and pan ton (hatch the fceptre from him* 
he wilhes to wreft it from them again j and he pubiifiies 
an addrefs to all the Jacobins of France to fubfl annate hit 
rights. His apology, as well as that of his co-adept Lou* 
vet are in fubftance no more than the hiftory of the very 
confpiracy I have juft been describing. Should it be ne- 
frefiary, for the conviction of the reader, to turn to any 
part of it, let him hearken to Briflbt, when laying, the 
Triumvirs Robefpierre, Marat, and Damon, hare accufed 
me u of being the author of the war, and had it not been 
u for the war, Royalty would have ItiU fubfiftcd ! Had it 
" not been for the war, thouiands of talents, thousands of 
w virtues would never have burft forth from obfeurityj 
" — And had it not been for the war, Savoy and fo marry 

* other ftates whofe fetters are about to fall, would ne- 
u ver have acquired their Liberty.—- They were fearful 

* of a war conducted by a King— -Oh ! (hallow politic 
" cians ! It was precisely becaufe this perjured King 
*< was to conduft die war, becaufe he could only con- 
" du& it as a traitor, becaufe this treafon alone would in* 
" fallibly lead him to his ruin ; it was for fiich reaibfis* 
<( that it was neceflary to have a war conducted by the 
4C King. — // was the abolition of Royalty that I bad im 
<l view when I caufed war to be declared— -Men who 
u were enlightened underftood me, when on the 30th of 

* December 1791, they heard me anfwer Robefpierre, 
c< who was always talking to me of treasons to be feared, 
€i I have but one fear \ which is y that we jhati not be be- 

* trayedi we ft and in need of treachery, for our whole 
"Safety depends on our being betrayed~—Far treaibns 
u would foon make that which thwarts the greatnefs of 
tt the French natiun di&ppear, I mean Royalty." 

But while this Sophifter is declaiming (o much on 
treafonsy and glorying in that which he had (or Co long a 
time premeditated againft this unfortunate Sovereign, 
which he makes his title of pre-eminence iu the eyes of 
the Jacobins, he takes care not to mention that he would 
have huiaycd the traitprs thetnfelve*, bad Lewis XV L 
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bid mtttejr fiiflteient to ftipply his extfavagarit demands. 
On the 9th of Auguft, the eve of the day when all the 
Confpirators were to be put in aftion, he fent to aflc the J 
King for twelve millions ( 500*0001.) as a price for with-' 
drawing from the Cqnfpiracy and for rendering it abor- 
tive.*— 'What extraordinary men are thefe Sophifters, 
and what ideal do they form of their own virtues ! But 
truth impofeft on us the difgufting ta(k of hearkening to 
this man, while narrating his own crimes. He will boaft 
of the time that he employed in meditating and preparing 
them, and will represent the caUous indifference with 
which he viewed the canibal fcenes of that bloody day as' 
greatneft of foul. « They accufe me (he continues) of 
« having prelided over the extraordinary commifiion-, ani 
« if the able beads of that comrmjfion had not prepared^ 
"and that a long while previous to the 10th of Auguft, 
« thofe decrees that faved France, fuch as the frfpenfi on 
« of the Kingy the convocation of the Convention, the or- 

* gani%ation of a Republican Miniflry 9 if thefe decrees 

* had not been wifely combined, fo as to banifh every 
« idea of force or terror ; had they not borne the ftamp of 

* grandeur and of cool deliberation, the Revolution of 
«* the 10th of Auguft would have appeared to the eyes of 
« all Europe to have been a Revolution of canibals. — : 

* But at the fight of wiidom- presiding in the midft of 
" thefe ftorms,and ftaying even the arm of oarnage, Eu- 
M rope then believed that France was faved- Let wh6 
« will calumniate the 10th of Auguft,* the valor of thi 
•* federated bands and the deliberate decrees of the Na- 
u tional Aflemby, which had been prepared by the Conii 

* mijfon y will forever immortalize tnatday."f 

Let us follow this ftrange Sophiftera for, after (howl- 
ing how he betrayed Lewis XVI. he will now explaiA 
the manner in which he betrayed both die Nation and 
the AflemMy* how he and his adherents gradually led 
the people, and the majority of the Aflembly to the corn- 
mi (Hon of crimes, of which neither approved. *t My opi-p 
a nion (of the 9th of July) on the depoiitioft of the King 
** has been much cavilled at. The fame has happened to 
u Vergniaux — I here call to witnefs my Colleagues, all 
41 thofe who were acquainted with theftate ofoUr jfffem* 

# See the Memoirs of Mr. Bertrand, Vol.Ttl. Chap. XXII. 
t Briflbt's Letter to the Jacobins, October 24* 179a. 
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«f bly y with the weainefs and minority of the patriot s % th« 
w corruption of terror, the averfion in which theenthu/i~ 
Cl ads held the court party. Doubtlefs, it needed no final} 
4C (hare of courage to rifle that eloquent hypothecs on the 
ft crimes of the King in the midft of fuch an afiembly as . 
u Vcrgniaux did. And the day after that coalition, which 
<* fo much weakened the party of the Patriots, was it not 
«* a talk that required courage which I undertook, to give 
u a lively defcription of the crimes of the King, and to 
" propofe his being brought to trial. This was blafphe- 
* i4 my in the eyes of the majority y nevertheless I dared to 
*fpeak it." 

When defc/ibing the Girondinsy his chief fupport, he 
fays, u perpetually occupied in repairing their faults, in 
<c union with other enlightened patriots, they were prep*-. 
<c ring the minds to prawounce tbt fufpenfion of the King* 
** — they were far from conceiving fuch aftep; and this 
" was my reafon for rifking that famous difcourfe of the 
** 2bth July on the depofition* a difcourfe that in the con- 
u ception of ordinary minds was a dereli&ion of princi- 
w pie, but in the eyes of the enlightened, was only a pru- 
<4 dent and neceffary manoeuvre. I well knew that the 
" Ariftocratical party wifhed nothing fo much as to meet 
** the queftion on the depofnion, becaufe they tho't them- 
4C fclves certain of fucpefs, and becaufe the minds were not 
44 yet ripe in the Departments — 4he defeat of the Patri* 
f* ots was therefore inevitable. It was neceffary then to 
V tacky in order to gain time, to enlighten the public opi- 
f 4 uioph or to ripen it for infurreQion\ for fhe depofition 
cc of the King could be efredted but by one of thefc two 
w means.— rSuch were my motives for pronouncing my 
5 4 difcourfe on the $6th of July, which expofed me to ft* 
** much reproach, and even ranked me among the fecrct 
14 Royalifts, while the Patriote Francois, (the qewfpaper 
C4 that he publifljed) never ceafed to prepare the minds in 
f* the Departments for thife extraordinary mtafures." 

Amidft the multitude of reflections that mult natural- 
ly arife on the perufal of thefe avowals, the words // was 
therefore neceffary to tacky in order to gain tirm y to en- 
lighten the public opiniony or to ripen it for infurrecliem^ 
prcfent us with a great a#iom in the theory of Revolu- 
tions. They (how us, that thofe infurre&ions reprefented 
as the grand movements of a people, as the aft of the ma- 
jority of a nation, are merely the efforts of an united 
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faJHon againft the majority of a nation; that had the 
opinions of the majority of the nation coincided with the 
view s of the Confpirators, they would not have been obli- 
ged to feek the aid of brigands, in order to triumph by 
arms and terror over an unarmed and unfufpe&ing peo- 
ple. It may be obje&ed, that France had its National 
Guards; moft certainly it had; but Briflbt carefully 
avoided calling on them for fuccor. He had feen them 
flocking from all parts of France to the federation on the 
14-h of Jjly ; but tbefe truly federated bands had fhown 
the greateft marks of attichment to Lewis and his Royal 
Confort; and it was not to fuch men that the Confpira- 
tors dared propofe the depofition of the King. What 
plan do the Confpirators adopt i They aflemble all thofe 
J>:igands called Marfeidois, (not becaufe they were in- 
habitants of Marfeilles or Provence, but becaufe the great-? 
er part of fhem had been condemned to the gallies at Mar- 
bles), and furname thefe brigands of all countries The 
Federated Bands. They oblige the inhabitants of the 
fuburbs to fall into the ranks with them ; they caufe the 
commander of the National Guard to be murdered, that, 
being without a chief, it might have no unity of a&ion, 
and that thofe who had been feduced might join the bri- 
gands. They then reprcfent as a general infurreftion of 
the people, as the will of the nation, that which they have 
the.nfelves demonstrated to have been no other than an 
jnfurre&ion of their own cut-throat bands againft their 
King and the nation at large. Such has been the whole 
progrefs of the Revolution; all has been done by mobs 
ancHniWredions, or, as the chiefs ftyle it, by means of 
force and terror, whxh have enflaved a nation that ha<J 
refitted every means of fedudion. 

Similar proofs relating to that atrocious Revolution 
of the ioth of Augult are to be found in Louvet's dis- 
courfe; he alfo boafts of his cunning in preparing the 
plots. tt We Jacobins wijhedfar war, (he fays) becaufe 
* c peace mud have undoubtedly killed the Republic— be- 
." caufe, undertaken in time, the misfortunes inevitable 
<c at the firft outlet could be repaired, and would at once 
u P uri fy *be Senate , the Armies and the Throne— Every 
** man worthy of being a Republican loudly called for 
u war. They dared afpire tojlrike a mortal blow at Roy- 
€i alty itfelfi to exterminate it for ever, in France fir jl, 
u ANP THEN THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE." He 

L 1 
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then alludes to the parts afted by his accomplices.— 
u Thofe whom you call my friends (he fays to Robes- 
« pierre) were Roland, who had denounced Lewis XVI* 
" to all France — Servan> who was involved in the hon- 
" oraWe retreat of the Minifter of the interior) and only 
** returned into office with him, and that to fave. France 
" — Petiorty whofe condu& at once vigorous and wife, was^ 
« wearing out Royalty — Briffbt^ he was writing againft 
<l Monarchy," (Condorcet was alfo writing in the fame 
caufe) — a rergniaux^ Genfonne^ and many others, were 
«* preparing before hand the plan for the fttj pen/ton — Gau- 
« det was feated in the chair when the cannon began to 
" roar. — Barbaroux was advancing at the head of the 
a Marfeillois for the 10th oj Augujl\ and lucky it is for 
" you that he headed them — / (Louvet)^ was writing the 
tt Sentinelle ; and your eternal vapopings oblige me to fay, 
Ci that my journal contributed much more to the Revolu- 
u tion of the i-oth of Auguft, than your Defenfeur de la 
a Confthvtion (written by Robefpierre)."* 
By the Thus have thefe fanguinary Legiflators furnifhed the 

third as- Hiftorian with the proofs of their own guilt, and of their 
tembly. crimes againft their Sovereign. Let this Republic then 
appear, this Republic of Equality and Liberty, (along 
chcrifhed by the Sophiftcrs, and nurtured by the adepts 
in their Occult Lodges ! Lewis is no longer feated on the 
throne! Let not Lewis, nor any Bourbon, nor any living- 
France de- creature afpire to it in future. Royalty is abolijbed, and 
c la red a France is proclaimed a Republic. This is the firft de- 
Republic. cn.*e of thofe Confpirators ftyling themfelves aConvention^ 
and fucceeding to thole who had called themfelves the fe- 
cond National Aflembly (September 21, 1792). The 
better to eltahlifh Equality, every mark of rank, even 
the common marks of civility as well as the title of King 
are profcribed - y and Citizen is in future the fole appella- 
tion allowed (Oclober 29). Left the very fight of a faith- 
ful fubjctSt (hould recal the idea of a King, death- is pro- 

* See Lortvet's Addrcfs to Robefpierre. Should the reader 
wiQi for any more ofthcie avowals and vapou rings of a multi- 
tude of adepts on the art with which they prepared the fan- 
Ruinarv femes of that day, let them read Robefpierre* s Letter 
to his Conjiitusnts ; Pction's Obfervathns on that Letter; the 
Anna Us I'atrhtiques* by Carra and Mercier, 30th Nov. 1791 ; 
the Chroniquf de Paris, by Milliflj and his threats on the 5th 
or Augmt, 179*, &c. &c. 
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nounced againft every Emigrant who (hall dare to fet 
foot on the territories of the Republic (November 10). 
The fame punifhment is pronounced againft any man! 
who {hould dare propofe the re~eftablijhment of Royalty 
in France (December 4). 

The Sect now proceeds towards the completion of Lewi* 
its myfteries. Lewis, who had been feated on the throne, XV J.* * s 
ftill exifts; and it was not in vain that the adepts had ^to n " 
been taught in the caverns of the Knights Kadofch to death, 
trample on crowns and ftab Kings. To the atrocious 
games reality rauft fucceed; Robefpierrt advances; but 
let him and his hangman range for a time on the field j 
he is no more than a wild beaft that the Se& have let 
loofe. He is not the wretch that devours the captive 
Monarch; it is the Seft. Even in Lewis are two dis- 
tinct perfons in the eyes of the Jacobins, They would 
perhaps have loved and revered him in private life; but 
he was Kins;, and they foam with rage at the very idea j 
his head falls on the fcaffbld ; their relentlefs vengeance 
even ftrikes the ftatue of the beloved and great Henry 
IV.; every monument that can recal the idea of a King 
fells beneath their blows* It was not at Lewis, it was at 
Royalty, that thefe modern Vandals aimed. They decla- 
red Lewis XVI. to be a tyrant ; they continue to proclaim 
it; but they have their own interpretation; they ftyle him 
fo, juft as the Sophifters ftyled every King a Tyrant. — 
They knew well, that Lewis XVI. had during a reign of 
nineteen years figned many a pardon, but had never figned 
a fingle death- warrant; and that certainly is not the cha- 
racter of a tyrant. They knew well, that the firft adt of 
Lewis on his coming to the throne was to releafe his (ub- 

{'ects from the tax cuftomary on fuch an occafion ; he abo- 
ifhed thecuftom of theGorvees (pr bind days) ; neither the 
accufed nor even the guilty, could be put to the torture 
during his reign; and do fuch edi£U befpeak the tyrant ? 
They alfo faw him relinquish in favor of his fubjedb all 
the feudal rights in his own domains, that he might ob- 1 

tain by example that alleviation for his people, whioh he 
could not eftablifh by authority without making an at- 
tack upon private property. They knew well that Lewis 
XVI. was entirely free from thofe vices which are cither 
odious or burdenfome to nations* he was religious, an 
enemy to oftentation, companionate and generous to the 
poor*, they had feen him lavishing his privy purfe to 
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warm, to cloatb, to feed the indigent; feen him even car* 
ry in perfon iuccor to the frienukfc cottager} they had 
feen the poor railing the {now into a pyiamid, and Sha- 
ping it out into a monument of gratitude to Lewis XVI* 
mitigating the rigors of the winter. They knew well, 
that the gratitude t of the poor is r ot fo intiuftrious to 
(hew attachment to a tyrant. In vain they will upbraid 
him as a defpot or a tyrant; for they cannot deny, that 
never a Prince was feated on a throne more zealous in 
his application to his duty, or left jealous of his tights 
than Lewis XVI.; confidence and love fecm to be his 
leading features; and if ever he fpoke in th-t peremptory 
way which denotes the determination of being obeyed, it 
was, when furrounded by afiafljns,he fo often repeated to 
his guards, If it be necejjary to /bed but ont Jingle drop of 
blood jor my fafety, I forbid it to bejhed\ and fuch arc the 
orders of a tyrant ! J ! Should Calumny obftinatcly perfift, 
let it read thefe laft fentiments of Lewis : tt I pray all 
u thofe whom I may have offended through inadv rtency 
<c (for I do not remember to have offended any perfoa 
u knowingly), or thofe to whom I may have given tad 
u example, or fcandal, to pardon whatever injury the/ 
c< may think I can have done them.*' Let the regicide 
judges read (for it is to them he fpeaks and fays) " I 
u pardon with all my heart thofe wno have conituui.cd 
<c themfelves my enemies without my giving then) caufe, 
w and I pray God that he will pardon them." Let them 
follow him to the fcaffold, and there contemplate it they 
dare, that ferenity of his countenance, in the midft ot his 
executioners, which fo well denotes the tranquillity of 
his foul: and they dare not hear his laft words: Druu>s 
are beaten and trumpets founded to drown his voice; for 
they are confeious that he has neither lived nor is about to 
die the death of a tyrant, 
ftnl mo- Thefe confpiring legiflators, however, knew it long 
lives of his before they fat in judgment on their King; for if you aflc 
condemn*- them, when in the very a6t of regicide, of what crime 
Uon " Lewis XVI. has been guilty? They will anfwer, Lewis 

was a King, and our wifh is the death cf every King.— 
Hearken to the Jacobin Robert : whtn he comes to vote 
he fays, « I conueinn the tyrant to d.ath; and in pronoun* 
<c cing this fentence, / have but one regret, which is, that 
iC my power does not extend over all tie tyrants^ to corn* 
11 demn them ail to the fame fate ;" iicar, again, the Jaco* 
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bin Cartas a For the inflruftion of nations ', in all timet* 
l * and in all places^ and for Me coulter nation of tyrants, I 
* v te for death:" — Jv the Jacobin BoiUau\ " Nation* 
tt accu/lomed to confider their Kings as facred objects will 
<c necelTarily fay, * the heads or Kings, however, cannot 
ft be fo facred, fince the axe can itrike them, and that they 
" fall beneath the avenging arm of juftice.' It is thus 
u you are launching nations into the career oj Liber ty; X 
c< vote for death."* 

Should the real caufe of the death of Lewis XVI. not 
fufficiently appear in fuch language, let the reader revert 
to that club of the Sophiilers where Condorcet was learn- 
ing that a day would come when the Sun would Jhine on 
none but free men^ and when Kings and Priejls Jhould " * 

have no exijlence but in hifiory or on the ftagt. Turn 
back to thole confpiring dens haunted by the Occult Ma* 
fons, and doubt for a moment, if you can, of this hiftori- 
cal truth, that Lewis periflied upon the fcaffold becaufe 
he was King; that the daughter of the Cezars perimed 
becaufe Jhe was ^een\ and never was (he more defer- 
ving of that exalvcU itation* than when ibe ihowed fuch 
unuaunted courage and great nefs of foul in ths midft of 
her murderers. Madame Elizabeth periflied, becaufe nei- 
ther virtue, innocence, nor magnanimity, could efface the 
ftain, indelible in the eyes of the Jacobins, of being the 
daughter and filler of a King. Philip of Orleans crouch* 
ed into wickednefs and infamy, and facrificed his immenfe 
fortune to the Sedtj he cowardly and bafcly votes for the 
death of his royal relation to pleafe the Sc& ; he takes the 
name of Equality, abandoning rank and birth, and even 
denies his father to court the Se& j but no fooner are his 
crimes unneceflary for the progrefs of that Se&, than he 
is dragged away to the fcaffold becaufe he is of royal de- 
fccnt. But the confpirators are fearful, that if they (truck 
at that model of virtue and good nefs theDutchcfs of Or* 
leans, the axe would fall from the hands of the execution-* 
ers. The numerous facrifices made by the Dutchcfs of 
Bourbon and the Prince of Conti proved to the confpira- 
tors that thefe remnants of blood-royal were little to be 
feared; ncverthelefs they are dbliged, with every perfon 
of royal extra&ion, to fly the territories of the new Re- 
public To cement this hatred for Kings, the day on 

* See the Montour, Sittings of Jan* %% aad following, 1791* 
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which Lewis XVI. was murdered on the fcaffold is de- 
clared a perpetual feftival for this people equal and free $ 
on this day the oath of hatred to Royalty is to be folemn- 
\y fworn by all the Magiftrates \ and this oath is to be in 
future a neceffary qualification for the enjoyment of the 
rights of Citizen in this new Republic; iuch are the re- 
gulations decreed; and death is pronounced, as we have 
already feen, againft whoever dares propofc the re-efta- 
blifhment of Monarchy. 

Notwithftanding the rivers of blood that flowed in 
France, to confummate thefe plots againft Royalty, the 
Se& and its agents behold thefe horrid fcenes with all the 
Theatro- brutal exultation of cannibals. The guillotine is declared 
cities of permanent in Paris, and ambulant in the Provinces in 
the Revo- queft of Royalifts and Priefts. New words are even in- 
leTfrom" 1 " vented to denote the butcheries that now take place, for 
the Seel. our forefathers had not even formed an idea of cruelties to 
fuch an extent. Whole hecatombs of victims are fhot 
in waft) and this was ftyled Fufillades\ hecatombs alfo 
were drowned, and that fpecies of murder they called 
Noyades.* Is it the Se& then that thus hardens and bru- 
talizes the hearts of the Jacobins ? Are we to turn back to 
their leflbns to explain both the number and the choice 

* Another fpecies of cruelty not mentioned, is that which 
the cannibals of Nantes called Des Marriages Patriot'tqucs.— 
'1 he reader will fcarcely believe me when I tell him, that wo- 
men were comprehended in thefe abominable butcheries. Ne- 
verthelefs, as a refinement of cruelty, when any young royalift 
was fuppofed to have an attachment for any young woman, they 
were tied together, hind and foot, previous to their being 
thrown into the Loire, that they might pafs in C baron* s Bark 
together; or they would tie forae venerable old clergyman to 
a young woman, that he might be provided with a young wife 
in the next world. Such were their Patriotic Marriages ; fach 
the cruelties that mud furprife the reader, were he not ac- 

2uainted with the fchool whence they proceed. At /\rtas Le 
\on would guillotine b}flreets$ and one night returning home, 
a little drunk, he thought an execution by torch-light would 
have a Patriotic efficl. The Count de Bethune, who had been 
brought to trial in the morning and acquitted, was immediate- 
ly named as the victim ; but Le Bon was informed that he had 
been tried and acquitted ; no matter, we will try him again, 
(I tys the Commifrary); and the poor Count was condemocd 
an J executed becjuie he v*2.% foupCGnne d'etre ■fu/peel. This, 
perhaps, is the moft extraordinary crime on record, fufpecled 
of be: ?ig effffpicitts character for Ariftocracy ; never thelefs, ma- 
ny hundreds pcrilhcd on the fcaffold for this crime. Tran/l 
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I 
#f victims, the cool wickednefs of the adepts, the atro- 
cious joy of the executioners ? Yes, all you whofeek the 
caufe elfewhere, forget the' rrtyfteries ; I am obliged to 
call you back to the true parent of this fanguinary tribe; 
yes, it was the principles of the Seel that made Barnave 
at the fight of heads carried on pikes, ferocioufly fmile 
and exclaim, Was that blood then f 9 pure that one might 
not even f pill one drop of it ? Yes, it was thofe principles 
that made Chapellier, Mirabeau, and Grcgoire, when 
they beheld the brigands furrounding the palace of Ver- 
failles in languinary rage, thirfting after murder, and par- 
ticularly after the blood of the Queen, exclaim, The Peo- 
ple mujl have viclims. It was thofe principles that even 
fmothered the aftection of Brother for Brother, when the 
adept Chenier, feeing his own Brother delivered over to 
the hands of the public executioner^ coolly faid, If my 
Brother be not in the true fenfe of the Revolution, let him 
be facrificed j that eradicated the feeling of the child for 
his parents, when the adept Philip brought in triumph 
to the club of the Jacobins the heads of his father and 
toother / / This inlatiable Sect calls out^y the mouth of 
the bloody Marat , for two hundred andfeventy thou/and 
heads, declaring that before long it will count only by 
millions. They know well, that their fyftems and lalt 
myfteries of Equality can only be accomplifhed in its full 
extent by depopulating the world ; and, by the mouth of 
Le Bo, it anfwers the inhabitants of Montauban, terrified 
with the want of proviiions, u Fear not * France has a 
" Sufficiency for twelve millions of inhabitants : All the 
" refl (that is the other twelve millions) mujt be put tt 
a deathy and then there will be no fear city oj bread"* 

We wifh to caft the odium of fuch horrors on a Marat, 
a Robefpierre, or fome fuch wretches j but Barnave pre- 
ceded Robefpierre; and the oath of the Se& to de- 
nounce father, mother, friends, brothers, zn&jijlers, and 
to look upon every perlon as profcribed who inould not 
adopt the revolutionary principles, did not originate with 
them. Such was the oath of the Lodges long before the 
exiftence of the Jacobins. It was not from Robefpierre* 
but in Holbach's club, that Condorcet learned to ex- 
claim as he did in the legiflative alTembly, Let the world 
Urijl), rather thanfacrifice our principles of Equality ! 

# Report of the Comiti du Salut Puhlique> Auguft 8, 179/. 
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It would not be the brigands alone, but Syeyef, Garat* 
the ele# of the Sophifters, and the club of the tvfenty-two t 
that would fmile at the horror we had conceived at fuch 
deeds. Thus did Syeyes anfwer Mallet du Pan* when 
he exprefled his deteftation of the means employed in the 
revolution ; You are al.± ays talking U us of the means 
employed^ but y Sir y it is the End, it is the Objeli^ the 
Ultimate PieWy that you muft learn to confide r : And this 
Va y principle* that coufoles (ych men as Syeyes for fuch 
a multitude of atrocities, is to be difcovered in the Code 
of the Illuminized Lodges, whence it found its way into 
the J.icobin club.* 

A day may come when hiftory will be more accurately 
informed how and in what haunts this blood-thirfty Sea 
pointed out its victims, and taught its adepts not to be 
it.u tied at the number of them. Meantime I have pro- 
nufed to le. d my reader back to that which held its fit- 
tings in the Rue Sourdiere^ where Sayalette de Langt 
prelided ; where the Illuminees were received \ and where 
Dietruhy who was one of the firft that brought the mys- 
teries into France, was feated. The following anecdote 
tnay guide the hiftorian in his researches on that fubjelr. 

At the time when the brigands were put into requifi- 
tion, when the caftles of the Nobility were being confu- 
med by fire in the provinces, when the heads of the No- 
bility were being carried in triumph on pikes, the Abbe 
Royou* well known for his zeal againft the Sophifters, 
was obliged to fly from Paris to eicape the fury of the 
Palais Royal mob. He had wandered for fome time from 
village to village, when he privately returned to Paris, 
an J called upon me about four o'clock in the morning. 
On my queihoning him how he had palled his time du- 
ring his flight, u I Jived, (faid he) chiefly with the cu- 
" rates, and was very well received by them, but could 
" not make any long (lay with them, left I ihould expofe 
li them to fimilar danger with myfelf. I foon began to 
41 fufpedt the laft curate with whom I took refuge when 

* ^ leave ro Mr. Mallet du Pan himfelf, the tafk of revealing 
what he heard in that club, and the horror he conceived on the 
ocofion. He ma^ alfo inform the reader with what indipnation 
he received the invitation of th twenty-two to become a mem- 
ber of their club. But it was from the mourh of that juflly cele- 
brated author that 1 learned the aniwer which Syeyes made to 
his reproaches. 
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«i I faw him receive a letter from Paris. He opened and 
* c read it with fuch an air f that my fufpicions were great- 
*5 \y increafed. Strongly fufpecking that I was the objedl 
*f of this letter, I watched the opportunity when he was 
** gone to the church, to enter his room, where I found 
«' the epiftle couched in the following terms : Your letter, 
€< my dear friend^ was read in preface of the whole club. 
c * They were fur prized to find fo much philofopky in a vil- 
** lage curate. Be tranquil, my dear curate ; we art 
<c three hundred, we mark the heads and the fall \ only 
<f keep your people ready ; difpofe your parijhioners to ex- 
Cl ecute the orders, and they jhall be given to you in time* 
(Signed) u Pietrich, Secretary" 

To the many reflexions that muft naturally arife on 
the reading of fuch a letter, I fhall only add, that the club 
to which thefe three hundred belonged had transferred 
the place of its fittings to the fuburbs of St. Honore,and 
that it aflemblcd there for a long time without being ob- 
served by the court ; when a jfcene of drunkennefs appri- 
fed the king of the fate that awaited him. At the conclu- 
sion of one of thofe banquets facred to fraternity, all the 
brethren made a pundture in their arm and received their 
blood in their glaffes ; they then drank the toait Death to 
kings, and thus concluded the fraternal repait. This an- 
ecdote will eafily fuggeft of what fpecies of men the legion 
pf twelve hundred^ propofed by Jean de Brie to the 
Convention, was to be compofed, who were to be dis- 
perfed over the whole globe to murder all the kings of 
jthe earth. 

Thus did the Se&, under the name of Fraternity, by 
the frenzy of its Equality, by the very nature of its print 
ciples, and by the horrid rites of its Lodges, fo degene- 
rate the hearts of its adepts, as to form (like the old man 
of the mountain} clubs of three hundred affaffins at ji 
time. Thus do the myfteries explain the ferocious joy of 
a Marat, of a St. Juft, of a Le Bon, of a Carrier, of a 
Collot D'Herbois, and the ftill more ferocious ferenity of 
the Sophifters of the revolution in the midft of mailacres 
and rivers of blood. 

But the vengeance of that God who has permitted fo 
heavy a fcourge to befall France, now appears to have 
taken another turn. In that country the altar of Chrii£ 
is overturned, and the throne of its kings annihilated.—* 

Mm 
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Thofe who had confpired againft the altar and the throne 
now confpire againft each other. The intruded clergy, 
the Dciils, and the Atheifts, butchered the Catholics.— 
The Intruders, the Deifts, and the Atheifts now begin to> 
cut each other's throats. The Conftitutionalifts drove 
out the Royalifts, and are in their turn put to flight by 
the Republicans* The Democrats of the Republic one 
and indivifible 7 murder the Democrats of the federative 
Republic; the faction of the mountain^ guillotines the 
G'irondin faction, and then fpb't into the faction of He- 
bert and Marat, of Danton and Chabot* of Cloots and 
Chaumette, and in fine into the fa^on of Robefpierre, 
who devours them all, and is'in his turn devoured by the 
faction of Tallien and Freron^ Briflbt and Genfonne, 
Gaudet and Fauchet, Rabaud and Barbaroux, with thirty 
more, are condemned to death by Fouquier Tinville,jult 
as they had condemned their King \ Fouquier is himfelf 
fent to the fcaffbid, juft as- he had fent Briflbt and Co* 
Petron and Buzot perilh with hunger in the forefts, and 
are devoured by the wild hearts^ Perrin dies in prifon," 
Valazc and Labat ftab themfelves - y Marat falls beneath 
the arm of Charlotte Corday ^ Robefpierre dies on the 
fcaffbid, and Syeyes alone furvives, becaufe the cup of 
vengeance is not yet exhaufted on miferable France.— 
Pentarques (or the government of five), with a two-fold 
fen ate, are now become a new curfe on this unhappy 
country. A Rewbel, Carnot, BarraSyLe Tourneur, and 
a Reveilliere Lepaux, aifume the command of its armies* 
drive away its deputies equal and free, fulminate its Sec r 
tions, and rule it with a rod of iron. F,very thing trem- 
bles before them : when they grow jealous of each other* 
they plot deft ruftion and drive each other into banifh-- 
ment » but new tyrants fuccced and unite together > and 
at this prefent time the ruling Deities in France are ba- 
nimment, ftupor, fear* and the Pentarques. Terror has 
impofcd filence throughout the Empire, and this vail pri- 
fon contains twenty millions of flaves, all fkulking into 
obfeurity at the very name of a Merlin or a Rewbel, or 
at the threat of a journey to Cayenne* fudi is the Ma- 
jefty of that people (o frequently declared Equaly Free y 
and Sovereign. 
The : Se6l The re;K j e r, perhaps, may think that in the midft of fuch 
plow a* KS manr * cres > fr&ions, tyrants, and terror, the Sec} muft have 
gainft Jxo- loft *e thread of all its plots j but it has never loft fight 
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of them for a moment The Pentarques are more than perty and 
ever ftimulated by it again ft the Clergy and the Nobility i Society ; 
while the ultimate myfteries threaten the Pentarques 
ihemfelves. In vain fhall they attempt to preferve a fuf- 
iiciency of the Social Order to keep them in poffeffion of 
that authority which they have erected on the ruins of 
the throne. The Sect has thus far proceeded fuccefsful- 
ly toward the accompli/foment of its myfteries ; but it will 
not ftop here 5 has it not fworn to annihilate Property as 
well as the throne f During the firft aflembly, did not 
thofe conspirators, now railing themfelves Conjiitutional- 
ifts, annihilate the property of the clergy; and the next 
aflembly that of the nobility, under the pretence of emi- 
gration, while thafe who remained in France were pilla- 
ged under pretence of confifcation? Then come the adepts 
JBruiJfart, Robefpierr/^ and the two J aliens ^ and they 
write that the favorable moment is now come to extir- 
pate the MERCANTILE ARISTOCRACY, as Well QS that 

*f the Nobles. In their fecret correfpondence, j uft as 
. Weifliaupt does in his myfteries, they declare that mer- 
cbantifm (negotiant! fin) muft be xrujked. That wherever 
& large number of rich merchants were to be founds there 
were fure to be found as many cheats^ and Liberty could 
not ejiablijb its empire there.* Accordingly, fpoliations 
tad requisitions have robbed the merchants and citizens 
of their property, j uft as the Clergy and Nobility had 
Jbecn robbed before them. But even this is not the ac- 
complifhment of the grand end^ of the ultimate views of 
the Seel, againft all property, againfl: all fociety whatever. 
£ven under the iron reign of the Pentarques, let us attend 
to theaddreffespabliflied by the adepts Drauct, Baboeuf^ 
and Langelot : 

Ext raft from the Addrefs to the French People >fiund in 
Bab&uf's papers. 

cc People of France, — During fifteen centuries you 
tt lived in flavery, therefore unhappy. It is fcarcely fix 
u years fince you began to breathe in expectation of in- 
u dependent* , of happincf^ and of Equality. At all times 
" and in all places men Have been lulled with line words; 
cc never, and in no place, did they obtain the th'm^ with 
<4 the word. From time immemorial has it been nypo- 

* See Papers found at Robefpierre's, and printed by order 
of the Convention! No*. 43, 75, 89, 107, &c. 
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K critically repeated, that men are equal ; and from tiriifc 
" immemorial the moft monftrous inequality has info- 
cc iently preiTed on mankind* Ever fine e the exiftence df 
a Civil Societies, the fineft appendage of man has undoubti- 
« edly been recognized, but has never been once reali*- 
44 zed* Equality has never been any thing but a nobk 
a and Jierile ficlion of the law* Now that it is called for 
<c with a louder voice, they anfwer us, Wretches hold 
€C your peace 1 Equality in deed is a mere chimera; be 
<l contented with a conditional equality. You are all equal 
a before the law, ye rafcals ! What more do you want ? 

a — What more do we want ! Ye LegiJlators,ye Go*- 

K vernors, ye Rich) ye Proprietors^ now hearken in your 
" turn : 

" IVt are all eauaL— That principle is inconteftable* 

44 Very well! fVe mean in future to live and die as 

ct we are born, JVe will have real Equality, or death.-^ 
<c That is what we want, and we will have that real equa- 
<c lity, coft what it will. Wo be to thofe whom we jhall 
u meet between it and us ! Wo to the man who (hall 
44 dare oppofe (a pofitive a determination ! The French 
a revolution is but the forerunner of a revolution greater 

by far and much more folemn\ and which wilt be tht 
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" What do we afk more than the Equality of rights t 
cc Why, we will not only have that Equality tranferibed 
cc in the declaration of the rights of man and of the citi- 
u zen ; we will have it in the midft of us, under the rooft 
c< of our houfes. We confent to every thing for the ac* 
44 quifition of it, even to clear decks, that we may poffefs 
" it alone; Perijh the arts, if requijite, provided we do 
44 but prefer ve real Equality ! 

44 Legiilators and Governors, Proprietors, rich and 
kc bowel-hfs y in Viin do you attempt to paralizeour facred 
44 enterprise, by faying, we are only re-producing the A- 
u grarian law that has been fo often afked for before. 

" Calumniators ! hold your peace in your turn, and in 
u the iilence of confufion hearken to our pretenfions, dic- 
lc fated by nature, and grounded on juftice. 

" 'I he Agrarian law, or the equal partition of lands % 
u was the momentary wijl) of a few foldiers without prin- 
* ciplcs, of a few clans actuated rather by inftincl than by 
44 reafon. We aim at fomething far more fublime, far 
"mote equitable; goods IN common, or THE COM* 
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* MtWiTY OP estates ! No more individual proper- 
ct ties in land, for the earth belongs to nobody. We demand 
u and will enjoy the goods of the earth in common. Tin 
"fruits belong to all. 

" Difappear now, ye difgujling diflinclions of rich and 
w poor ', of higher and lower ', ofmifter and fervant, of 
" governing and governed ! for no other diftinftion 
" Jhallexifi among mankind, than thofe of age and sex."* 

The authors of this addrefs were certainly too hafty in 
their publication ; but every reader will fee that their lan- 
guage perfe£Hy coincides with the Man-ting of Illumine 
ifm. France, it is true, was not yet fufficiently prepared 
for this laft plot; but it is neceflary fometimes to detach 
certain adepts to found the way, tho' afterwards the Se&b 
ihould find it neceifary to difavow and facrifice its offi- 
fpring. Though Baboeuf may have been facrificcd to the 
myfteries, his accomplices ftili lives their legions impofed 
upon the judges and on the Pentarques themfelves, and 
they dared not condemn Drouet. Is it to be fuppofedj 
that after completely pillaging the Clergy and the Nobi- 
lity, after fuccelsfuily defpoiling many merchants, trades- 
men, and citizens, in the fame manner as the Se£t had 
pillaged the two firft Orders of the State, a fingle defeat 
ihould fuffice to check its views? or can we fay, that it 
will not one day proclaim that Equality in deed which 
which (hall banifli from the earth ail thofe dijlinttions of 
rich and poor ', of higher and lower> ofmajler and fervanty 
and ultimately of governing andGOVERtWDi 

Some perfons may flatter themfelves that our fciences againft 
may protraft the day of barbarifm, when men are to roam Arts an! 
in clans without laws or magiftrates ; but have we not Sc icoc< *» 
feen in the myfteries, that our fciences, in the eyes of the 
Se£t, are no other than the prime caufe of our misfor- 
tunes, of the aliedged flavery of focicty ?f And if faSs 
did not fpeak clearly enough, if the monuments of art 
falling beneath the Wows of the Jacobins did not fuffi- 
ciently denote the veneration it bears to the productions 
of genius; if any apparent refpedt fhould ftill be fhown 
to the fathers of letters, let not the reader conceive that 
the adepts have really blufhed at the fight of thefe modern 
vandals : Fire and fvvord have only haftened thatprogrefe 

* See the Papers feized at BaboeuPi. 
t See the Degree of Regent, 
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which they fo much extol ; it was not Baboeuf alone that 
would exclaim, Perijb the arts, if requiftte, previdsd toe 
do butpreferve real Equality ! The Jacobin Philofophift, 
if fincere, will have no difficulty in faying what the legis- 
lators have fo often proclaimed from the tribune, tt What 
jieed have we of all your colleges, academies, and libraries i 
Needs there fo much ftudy and fo many books for learn- 
ing the only true fcience ? Let the nations know the rights 
of man, and they will know enough.' 9 * 

I know that a mufeum and a national inftitute are held 
out as obje&s of magnificence, in which the revolution 
would appear to infufe new vigor into the arts and fcien~ 
ces ; but let the fage in the midftof this vaft mufeum re- 
flet for a moment. Thunderftruckat this immenfe afiem- 
blage of theft, pillage, and robbery erefted into trophies, 
will he not exclaim, Do thefe men then barefacedly fcoff 
at every idea of property who thus difplay the fruits of 
their rapine and extortion ? After having pillaged and 
deftroyed every thing within their own country, they fet 
off to defpoil the neighboring States tranquilly repofing 
on the banks of the Scheldt, the Meufe, or the Tiber.— 
They divide the gold they have ftolen among themfelves, 
and they exalt to public view what they have robbed for 
the State. Within this temple of the arts, therefore, the 
idea of property is as much blafted as within the Occult 
Lodges of thofe adepts who had fworn to annihilate the 
focial compact 

And what is this national Lyceum, where we find the 
Geometrician La Place, the Aftronomer La Land*, the 
Poetafter Chenier, the Commentator of the Zodiac Du- 
puis^ the Hiftorian of the mountains La Metherie, all con- 
secrating their ftudiesand their fcience to prove that God 
does not exift ? Behold the Seel fmiling at their labors j 
for it is aware, that Atheifm will foon annihilate arts and 
fciences, as well as property and fociety. Little does it 
concern itfelf whether the greater part of the literati ftop 

* f do not exactly remember the particular names of the De- 
puties who wojld hold forth fuch language at the tribune ; I 
on arfirm, however, that the fophifticated Leg! flat or Rabaui 
Jc St. Eticnnc frequently held fuch language in company, 
which 1ms more than once given rife to a good deal of debate. 
Once, in particular, lie and Mr. D?ftltt % a man of letters, al- 
mofr quarrels on the fubje&j and that was quite at the be- 
ginning of tLe Revolution. 
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ftort Jn the career of the myfteries ; for they are forward- 
ing the views of the Sedl without knowing it, even where 
they have made their ftand. Its degrees are progreflive, 
and it well knows that the fophifticated and atheiftical 
Jacobin will beget the diforganizin^ Jacobin. In the 
Lyceum, or adhering to Baboeuf and Drouet, it beholds 
its offspring laborious Atheitb profeffing its principles, 
and, in fhort, true Jacobins j and though this name fbould 
for a time be rejected with contempt, it will not forget 
that the principles, and not the name, conftitutes the dis- 
ciple. Some are difgufted with the firft confequences 
flowing from thefe principles, and they ftopj white others 
complacently proceed to the laft. The Se& will therefore 
fix the former in its firft degrees; the latter are initiated 
in its ultimate myfteries; and whether its agents are lite- 
rati or brutes, it is of no confequence to the Sect. In the 
French revolution it has always had the art to diftribute 
the different parts as it does its degrees, and to vary them 
without ever lofing fi^ht of its ultimate objeft. 

In its attack upon God, we have feen its intruded Cler- Progrcs- 
gy, its Delfts, and its Atheifts. Tho firlfc overturned thfc fion obfer- 
altars of the Catholic religion ; the fccondy of the Luthe- v * Wc in 
ran and Calvinift church, and of every religion adoring * n j p^ta 
Chrift; and the third blafphemoufly proclaimed the non- a #ed in 
exiftence of a God. the revo-^ 

In the attack on monarchy the Seel has had fucceffive- Iurtio». 
)y its Neckerifts, its Fayetijh*, its ConftitutionaliJls y its 
Girondins, its Convent ionijis. Herein it is that the rea- 
der may obferve the SetSt varying and gradually diftribu- 
ting its parts to wind up the horrid (bene to the bloody 
cataftrophe. Here we fee thofe different aftors faithfully 
fulfilling the parts that had been diftributed to them.— 
Syeyes pronounces that the tyrant ftiali die: this tyrant 
is Lewis XVI. Necker feizes on him and, delivers him 
over to the legiflative confpirators of the third order 5 La 
Fayette and Bailly, with the Conftituent Aflembly, leave 
him but the fhadow of a fceptre and his royal robes rent 
afunder. They then deliver him up, after having caught 
the people to drag him ignominioufly from Veriailles to 
the Town-hall of Paris, from Varennes to the Thuille- 
ries. The unfortunate monarch is now furrounded by 
banditti armed with pikes. Briffot and his Girondins pro- 
ceed in that career begun by Necker and La Fayette, and 
find that with a mere breath the throne can be overturned ; 
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Lewis is then dragged from the Thuilleries to the Tow- 
ers of the Temple. Robefpierre, Petion, and Marat, arc 
the next that feize on his royal perfon ; and from the Tem- 
ple they hurry him to the fcaffbld. In this long concate- 
nation of feditions, rebellions, and treafons, to the very 
confummation of the regicide, I fee various aSors -, but 
t)ie guilt of all and each is equal. They arc all agents in 
the confpiracy of Equality and Liberty; all proceed from 
the fame tenebrous receflls; all are Jacobins. 

In the confpiracy againft property and all fociety the 
fiune gradation and principles are to be obferved ; and 
with a fimilar conftancy does the Se£ tend toward the 
grand ultimatum. The irreligious Sophifters of every 
clafs defpoil the Clergy j the Sophifters commoners plun- 
der the Nobility ; next comes the fophifticated banditti, 
who lay violent hands on the riches of the merchant or 
the wealth of the commoner. Meanwhile the conquer- 
ing Sophifters difplay the fpoils of foreign nations; and 
the atheiftical Sophifters at length break the Lift tie of 
fociety. The former had only admitted one part of the 
myfterics ; the latter are willing to confummate them all. 
They will that property (hall not exift, either in the 
1 church, the nobility, the commoner, or in any mor- 

tal whatever. In virtue of their Equality, the earth is to 
be the property of none, the produce the property of all. 
In virtue of their Liberty, Condorcet refufes to obey a 
Qod, Briffot to recognize a king, and Baboeuf to fubmit 
to a republic, to magiftrates, or to any gQVtrning power. 
And whence do all thefe men come ? All proceed from 
the Jacobin club ; they are the offspring of Holbach's 
club, of the Mafonic Lodges, and of the Illuminizing 
Myftcrics. Their natural parents are Voltaire, Jean 
Jaques Roufleau, the Knights Kadofcb^ and the Bavarian 
Spartacus. 

Thus do we trace the difciples of the Se& perpetually 
aiming at the accomplifliment of its myfteries ; whether 
in {heir crimes and fuccefs againft their God or againft 
their king, whether in their eflays againft republics or the 
Jaft veftiges of fociety; every ftep in the F rench revolu- 
tion demonftrates the activity of its adepts, brigands of 
every degree, purfuing its ultimate views. Indeed it has 
not yet accompliflied all its defigns ; and may God grant 
that they may be foiled in the attempt! But let the mind 
pf man cajculate, if it be able, the crimes committed by the 
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Se&, and the difafters that have already befallen France; 
and when it (hall have fucceeded in this calculation, will 
it dare venture to explore thofe entailed on futurity ? Let 
the father of every family contemplate, and inferibe on the 
threfhold of his houfe, that threat of the adepts contained 
in the following fentence : The French Revolution is hut 
the forerunner of a Revolution greater by far ', and much 
more folemn. 

That nations may be awakened to their danger, let us 
(how them that they are all without exception, menaced 
with fimilar misfortunes to thofe that have befallen France. 
Such is their fate decreed by the Se& in its Myfteries; 
for their views are not confined to any particular people, 
but aim at all nations whatever. To fa<fts therefore, I 
will once more appeal; and my reader fhall fee how per- 
fectly they coincide with the Code of the Seft on the ex- 
tent and univerfality of its confpiracies. 
N n 
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CHAP. XIII. 



UniverfaUty of the Succefs of the Seel explained by the 
Vniverfality of its Plots. 

Succefs f^\^ a " tne phenomena of the French Revolution,. 
of »he J*- v^/ perhaps, the mo ft aftoniftiing, and, unfortunately, 
cobins; the moft inconteftable,, is, the rapidity of thofe conquefts 
that have already revolutionized a confiderable pact of 
Europj, and menace the remainder of the univerfe. No- 
thing can be more furprizing than to fee the facility with 
which Jacobinifm has ere&ed its standards, or planted 
the tree of Equality and diforganizing Liberty in Savoy, 
Belgium, Holland, on the Banks of the Rhine, in Swit- 
zerland, on the other fide of the Alps, in Piedmont, in 
the Alilanois^and even at Rome. When I come to ex- 
plain thefe phcenomena, I {hall not allow myfelf to be car- 
ried away by fyftem or by prejudice. 1 will confefs, that 
genius, bravery and talents, have frequently wrefted the 
palm of' victory. I candidly confefs, that many of their 
triumphs are due to men who by their courage and ta- 
lents were entitled to ferve a better caufc. I will not dis- 
pute their glory with them; let them entwine their lau- 
rels with the red cap j let their glory mingle with remorfe 
at the fight of thole vile Jacobins* and tyrannic Pentar- 
ques, in whofe defence they have rivalled their anceftors, 
its fingu- w ^° moae ln tne d*y s °f Henry IV. or Lewis XIV— 
LrH y ; Ncverthelefs, in the career of their conquefts many points,, 
and a lar^e {hare or their fuccefies, are to be attributed to 
other caufes than to their valor. We have feen chiefs 
deftitute of experience or merit baffling the wifdom and 
talents of heroes confummate in the military art. We 
have feen the Carmagnole Bands, foidiers of a day, make 
their triumphant entry into whole provinces, while all the 
diicipline of the combined legions pf Auftria, Hungary, 
and Pruffia, could not impede their progrefs. The mili- 
tary fcience acquired by thofe veteran bands in camps and 
under the tuition of the greateft captains, appears to have 
been ufelefs. In fpite of the arts of a Cohorn or a Vau- 
kan, citadels have fallen at the fight of the new conquer- 
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*rs; and if a battle is fought, one only vi&ory, or even 
a defeat, will acquire whole provinces to their new do - 
minion, that would have coft long and painful compaigns 
to a Marlborough or a Turenne. Another prodigy prefles 
on our notice. Thefe Jacobin conquerors are received 
like brethren by the vanquifhed nations, and their legions 
are fwoln in the very places where thofe of any other 
power would dwindle into nothing. They impofe the 
karfheft of yokes on their new fubje&s, are guilty of eve- 
ry fpecies of extortion, devaluation, and facrilege, over* 
turning all laws human and divine, yet are neverthelefs 
received with as loud acclamations by the multitude, as 
if it was their Saviour that approached. Thefe certainly 
are phenomena that the hiftorian would in vain attempt 
to illuftrate were he only acquainted with the vifible ar- 
mies of the Se&. To unfold thefe myfteries, let us bold- its general 
ly declare it; the Se£t and its plots, its legions of fecret caufe. 
emiflaries, have every where preceded the armies and their 
thunderbolts of war. It had infefted ftates with its prin- 
ciples long before it fent either its Picbegru's or Buona- 
parte's to attack them. Its means once prepared, traitors 
were to be found in the fortreffes to open the gates ; they 
were to be found in the armies, and in the councils of 
Princes, to render the plans of attack or defence abortive. 
Its fubte^raneoits Clubs, Lodges, Correfponding Socie- 
ties, Journals, and Propagandas, had already difpofed 
the populace and prepared the way. The day will come 
when nations {hall have written the hiftory ofihis age. 
Does it not already appear, that each of them will have 
to dedicate many pages of that hiftory to unfold the trea-. 
Ions of which it has fallen a vidtim, to enumerate the 
traitors that it has been obliged to punifh, or to defcribe 
the means employed to avert the threatening ftorm. In 
order to point out the mainspring of all thefe machina- 
tions, I (hall turn back to thofe days when the French 
Revolution was firft rifing into exiftence. 

The adepts of revolutionary Equality and Liberty had Manifes- 
' buried themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry. At the to of the 
commencement of the Revolution a manifelto is iflued Q™ t r 
to all the Mafonic Lodges, and to all the Direfiories (who p ar [ s . 
are to make the proper uffef it among all the brethren 
pf Europe), by the central Lodge of France, the Grand 
Orient of Paris, the fecond Areopage of Illuminifm. By 
this manifefto, and in virtue of fraternity, " all the Lodges 
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* are fummoned t* confederate together; to unite tbcif 
cc efforts to maintain the revolution; to gain over to it, in 
" all parts, friends, partisans, and prote&ors; to propa- 
a gate the flame, to vivify the fpirit, to excite zeal and 
a ardor fur it, in every Jl ate, and by every meant in their 
a power.*' This is an indifputable fact v it was font even 
into England, where the Lodges were leaft dupofed to 
Jecond it* It was difperfed throughout the Lodges in 
Germany, ; nd Jofeph II. got pouei&on of one figned 
Philip of Orleans.* 
Its effefl, Never did any government publifk anedi& fo effica- 
tod union cious. Immediately all the adepts in their public prints 
°*k^ C w- ^ e g m t0 crv U P * e revolution and its principles. In HdU 
mbm Wrl " land Paulus publifties his Treatife on Equality; Paine t 
in England, his Rights of Man; Campe, in Germany, 
his French Citizen; and Pbilo-Kniggc even outdoes 
himfelf in his Profejfum of Political Faiths In Italy 
Gorani appears; in lhort, every nation has its apoftle of 
Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People* Thefo 
incendiary productions, with thou&nds of others, are dis- 
tributed among the people, and are even thrown by ftealth 
into the cottages. Thcfe were but the general means of 
the Se£L Men who defpife the powers of opinion, or of 
public error, may {mile at fuch revolutionary means ; but 
great confpirators knew too well how to appreciate them. 
The title of French Citizen now becomes their fble title 
of Nobility, and Gampe, Paine, and Cramer, wkh many: 
others who diftinguifhed themfelves by their incendiary* 
writings, are thus rewarded for their villany, Obfcure 
writers, but fanatic Illuminees, are called from the bot* 
torn of Germany, fuch as Nimis, Dorfch, Blauj to com- 
pile in Paris periodical papers, that are to fpread die re* 
volutionary enthufiafm beyond the Rhine. They are 
furrounded by a Leuchfenring, a Rebbmann, a Hoff* 
man, with many other adepts, who flocked to contrive 
the trcafons that, were to extend their conquefts in thofe 

* See Hoffman's Avis Important, Vol. I. Seft. XIX. 

f This work alone might fuffice to prove, that if Phifo- 
Kniggedid really abandon the Order of the Illuminees, he con- 
tinued at leaft to propagate their principles. Should the reader 
wifh for a more ftriking proof, he will find it in the hi (Ion ca I 
E:]|o>*ium upon him, written by the Jacobin George Frederic 
RMm<wj,w\u> aKo wrote the Eulogy of Robefpierre. (See hit 
Schildvackic, Pol. /. Art. Knigce, and F&XHCR, page tyj 
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countries where the other adepts were preparing the opin- 
ions. »So well did they know the importance of being 
matters of the public opinion, that to conquer it by means 
of their Propagandas, Journalifts, and other writers, they 
fcent no lefs than thirty millions of Livres during the 
fcrft year of their incurfions and during 1797 » tne y ' a - 
v lined twenty-one millions for the fame purpofe.* 

Let us then follow the army, and combine its marches Plots that 
with the progrefs of the Seil and the motions of its apos- prepare 
ties. Let us follow them into Germany, into Belgium, , *J e frccefi 
Holland, Spain, in fhort, wherever its arms have triumph* ™ tne . ir 
cdj and we {hall then fee whether the revolution does Germany, 
not owe the progrefs of its arms as much to the occult 
adepts, as to the courage of its victorious bands. 

Of all the French Generals no one, perhaps, was more 
inflated with his fiiccefles than Cuftine; and certainly 
he had little reafon to expect them, as he was destitute 
of thofc talents and that intrepidity which denotes the 
great General Neverthelefs, Europe with aftonifhment 
beheld him in one campaign making himfelf matter of 
Worms, Spire, and even Mayence. But when Europe 
{hall know how thefe conquefts were prepared, its afton- 
ifhment will fubfide, and its indignation will arife againft 
the treacherous offspring of fyar/tfcttj-Weifhaupt. 

Condorcet, Bonneville, and Fauchet, had marked out 
each department of correfpendence for their propagan- 
das, Scrafhourg was the center, or directory for the 
union and communication between the German and 
French adepts, The Chiefs of llluminized Lodges, 
Stamm and Hyeropbiles-H&&MASN ; who, together 
with the llluminee Dietrich, has juftly obtained the 
furname of the Guillotiner of Alface, had diftinguiihed 
thernfelves in that province and at Strafbourg. Beyond 
the French frontiers the correfponding adepts for Worms 
and Spire are the Calviniil minifter Endeman, the Syn- 
dic Belifarius-P eterson, the Canon Cyril (of Alexan- 
dria) SchWEICKARD, Zeno (o/Tharfes) KoBL£R,Z,v- 
tius Apuleius- J anson, PirgiliuS'Hu llen, the Canon 



* With refpeel to the 30. 000,000 fee Dumourier's Memoirs, 
and for the % 1,000,000, that are included in the accounts of 
this y?ar, th- ufe to which they were put," was betrayed by 
one of thofe deputies whom the Pcotarques wifited to banifo 
to Cayenne. 
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Wincklimann, and particularly the profeflbr B6h- 
Mrr at Worms. Thefe adepts are in clofe connexion 
with the club at Mayence, headed by a man on whom 
the defence of the town was chiefly to depend, the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of Engineers Eickenmayer, together 
with Metternich, Benzel, Kolborn, Vedekind 
Blau, Hauser, Forster,Haupt, and Ni mis. It is 
with regret th*t I fully the page of hiftory with fuch names; 
but proofs are neceflary, and perhaps no one more appo* 
fite can be adduced, than to ihow that the very names of 
the vileft traitors are known.* 

Long before this had all thefe adepts been occupied 
With the plan of delivering up the left bank of the Rhine 
and the fortrefs of Mayence to the jacobins; they had 
been difpofing the minds of the inhabitants of the towns 
and country towards the revolution by the encomiums 
which they were continually pronouncing on it. No fooner 
does Cultine take the field, than his Aid -de-Camp, fince 
become his hiftorian, defcribes him as placing all the confi- 
dence in Stamm^thQ famous adept of Strafbourg. Soon af- 
ter a deputation of the principal 111 uminees invite Cuflin* 
to advance into the country, and affure him that by fo do- 
ing he will meet the wijbes of the majority of the inhabit* 
ants. They added, that/£0tfW&* be uneafy as to the means of 
furmounting certain apparent difficulties >tbsy could ajjitre 
him, that they and their friends had power enough to en- 
gage to remove them ally that they wer£ the organs of a 
numerous foci ety -entirely devoted to him, and actuated by 
the great eft zeal for his fuccefs.f At the head of this 
deputation is the adept Boomer \ and, together with Stamm, 
he is entrufted with the whole confidence of the Gene- 
ral. Thefe adepts, in conjunction with the fubordinare 
deputies, now take the whole direction of the jacobin ar. 
my ; they lead it into Worms, and propofe next to carry 
it againft Mayence. Cuftine is in a tremor at the idea of 
fuch an enter prize ; the adepts infift, and he at length rc- 
folves to let his army proceed againft this bulwark o£the 
empire. But at the very fight of its ramparts his fears 
feize him again; the brethren footh him, a?d dictate the 
Summons that he is to fend General Gimnicb. The an- 
Aver he receives makes him prepare for his retreat evea 

* See HofFman Avw Important, Seel. XV. 
f Cuftme's Memoirs, Vol. I. Page 46, 47. 
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before he had thought of an attack, when, lo ! during the 
night a letter from the brethren in Mayence to the adept 
Bohmer transforms his fears into hopes of fuccefs. This^ 
letter flated, that the friend who enjoyed all the confi- 
dence of the commander was determined to employ all bis 
influence to perfuade him of the impoflibility of defending 
the place ; that the brethren had fo worked upon the in* 
habitant s y that it would only need to add a few more 
threats in the next fummons that was made. Faithful to 
his instructions, Cuftine aflumes the tone of a conquer- 
or, who has prepared a general aflault, and is on the eve 
of delivering Mayence over to pillage and all the fu- 
ry of the foldiery in cafe of refiftance. The iliuminized 
Jriend) or the Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers Ricken- 
mayer> who enjoyed the whole confidence of the Com- 
mander, and the Baron Stein* the Pruflian Envoy, join 
in their efforts to prove to the Council of War that it 
was impoflible to defend the place (and this againft an 
enemy who had not the means to attack it, and who was 
actually determined to take to flight fhould he meet with 
refiftance). The other brethren fpread the alarm among 
the inhabitants. The brave Audujar and his eleven 
hundred Auftrians are indignant, but in vain; the capi- 
tulation is figned, and Cuftine, with an army of 18,000 
men, deftitute of heavy artillery, trembling left he fhould 
not be able to make his retreat with fufficient fpeed fhould 
be but meet with refiftance, obtains pofleffion, within 
the fpace of three days, and without firing a fhot,oftho(b 
very ramparts that had ftruck him with fo much terror. 
In fuch a manner are towns taken in which the Sec) pre- 
dominates.* 

Let the hiftorian follow Cuftine and his fucceflbrs to 
Frankfort, and he will find in the neighborhood of that 
town a principality of Ifenbourg j he will there learn how 
the Sedt can protect its adepts. Every part around this 
fmall principality had been ravaged; but this little* town 
was the feat of the Council for the Illuminees, where 
Pitfch prefided. l£ was from this place that all the ne- 
ceifary inftru&ions were fent for the jacobin army, which 
in return revered the fan&uary of Ifenbourg, and even 
the lure of pillage could not attract the foldiery. But 

• Ibid. Vol.1. Paj?e9», and Defodoard's Hiftory of the 
French Revolution, Vol. 1. Book II. No. a*. 
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when Pitfch and his council difappear, the charm ceafes, 
and the fertile plains of Ifenbourg are ravaged.* 
Confpira- The armies are overthrown and driven from May- 
cy for the ence ; but the union of the brotherhood does not iuffer, 
Cis Rhe- and the Se& prepares new means of fuccefs for the revo- 
Da hl lutionary army. Some of thefe confpiring adepts difap- 

pu 1C * pear for a time, and then return to Mayence, while others 
are received in Paris, there, in conjun&ion with the Pen- 
tarques, to devife new means for retaking that tot»n, 
which now appears to bid defiance to all the CufHnes of 
the revolution; and foon after Europe, with aftonifh- 
ment, learns that Mayence with the whole left bank of 
the Rhine is once more fubjedteJ to the revolutionary 
power. At firft it is the Cis-Rhenane Republic, then it 
becomes the fimple department of the Parifian Republic, 
But the adepts are to be recompenfed for having effe&ed 
by their black arts of Illuminifm, that which the Pen- 
tarques mult have defpaired of, notwithftanding the bra- 
very of their troops. The profeflor MetternichhaA been 
employed as Dire&orial Commiffary at Fribourg. Hoff- 
man is now inft ailed Receiver General on the Rhine, 
with a falary of fifty thoufand livres. Rebbmann^ the pa- 
negyrift of Kobefpierre, is created head of the Cis-Rhe- 
nane judicature. We next find adting in concert with 
the above-mentioned, the Privy Counfellor to the Elec- 
tor of Cologn Kempisy and his co-illuminees the Profes- 
for Gerhard; the Advocate WatterjaL> and the Anift 
Conrad; and that my reader may know by what men re- 
volutions may be brought about, I will name the taylor 
Briztn y the cobler Theijfen^ the grocer Flugel, the hair- 
drcfier Broches^ and the alehoufe- keeper Rhodius.-\ 
Confpira- Other plots of the Sect will bring us back to Germa- 
cy in Bel- nv a g a j n . b ut j n t ^ e mean time Dumourier triumphs 
over the ftationary hero of Verdun, and flies to take pos- 
feflion of Belgium. Let eternal darknefs hover round 
the machinations that gave this General more time to 
collect his fcattered troops than was fufficient for a victo- 
rious army to proceed to Paris, and deliver the unfortu- 
nate Lewis. Let no reader pretend to affociate the reign- 
ing Duke of Brunfwick with the brotherhood of the mo- 

* Appendix to the Ultimate Fate of Mafoory, Page 17, and 
Memoirs. 

t Memoirs on Mayence. 
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dcm Spartacus. I have pofitive proof that he deteftt 
them ; I alfo know, that Frederic William III. has given 
various proofs, notwithftanding he may have been play- 
ed upon by another fpecies of IUuminees, that he ha- 
ted and abhorred the diforganizing jacobins. But his 
councils are under the direction of other councils, jB/x- 
ehofswtrder was at Berlin ; Luchefini held correfpond- 
ences ; the adepts are in the Dica/Ieres (the Offices.)— • 
Their influence is moft formidable, and the Sc£l has al- 
ready declared, that it will be far Jironger when once in 
piffe/Jion of the Offices and Councils under the Prince^ 
than if they had initiated the Prince himfelf The day 
may come that will explain the enigma of this famous 
retreat made at the time when all Europe was at the 
height of expectation, and daily awaited the laft accounts 
of its triumphs; meanwhile I (hall proceed to unfold 
myfteries that, hitherto unknown, have led us to view 
Dumouricr as conquering Belgium in the fields of Je- 
mappe. Here at lead the laurels are to be divided, for 
the confpiring Se& has borne a larger (hare in this con- 
queft than his armies ; and it was in London, rather 
than at Jemappe, that the Auftrian Netherlands were 
conquered. 

The Seft had its Lodges in Brabant, and Vandernoot 
had brought over his party to them. He knew that the 
brethren fought to represent the French revolution ii* 
fuch colors as to make the people eager in its caufe ; he 
was alfo acquainted with thofe Lodges that had addreffed 
the National Aflfembly, humbly petitioning for their re- 
volutionary Equality and Liberty. Vandernoot was then 
in London, under the name of Gobelfcroix. An e miliary 
from the Parifian club, he was profecuting his plots, to- 
gether with Chauvelin y Per'tgord D y Autun^ Noel y Bomet 3 
and eight other adepts, fent to fpread the revolutionary 
principles in England. Vandernoot entrufted himftlf to 
perfons with whofe principles he was not fuffieiently ac- 
quainted ; but they knew him well ; he betrayed his fe- 
cret, and thus the whole myftery is come to light. Dur- 
ing the difputes, and even warfare, carried on between 
-the Belgians and Jofeph II. the greater part of them 
certainly had not the moft diftant idea of fubje&'mg their 
country to the revolutionary principles of the Jacobins ; 
but the Se& had its partisans, and thefe adepts left no 
means untried to perfuade the people that the fble refourc? 
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for recovering their liberty was to unite with the French*' 
" I was well acquainted with thefe plans (kid Vandcr- 
" noot to his confidant} ; no fooner were we informed of 
" what had parted between the Duke of Brunfwick and 
" Dumouricr, than we immediately wrote to Paris and 
" to the army. The meflenger brought us back the plan 
* of the campaign, and a copy of the manifefto that Du- 
*J mourier was to pubhfh on his entry into the Low 
*? Countries. I faw that the plan had been eXa&ly copi- 
c< ed from that followed by Cuftinc in his extortions in 
" Germany. I fore fa w that fuch a plan would appal all 
" the efforts of our people, and would only ferve to league 
" the inhabitants againft the French, whereas if they 
11 would but follow my ideas, derived from the know- 
" led^e I had of that people, and of their difpofitxons, I 
" would anfwer for their feconding the French invaiion, 
cc and that it would infallibly turn out fuccefsful. At die 
" requeft of Chauvelin and Noel, I drew up the plan to 
" be followed, and wrote the manifefto that was to be 
u publifhed, framing it according to the local knowledge 
" and experience I had acquired ; and the whole was im- 
" mediately fent off to Paris. They were both adopted 
u on the fpot. Dumourier did not change a fy 11 able of 
<c the manifefto that I had written in Port man Square. 
u The people, gained over by our agents, and by this 
" manifefto, threw themfehres into our arms, and Flanders' 
u was taken." 

No reader can expeft that I fhould name the perfonf 
to whom Vandernoot had thus opened his plans ; of this 
much, however, I can affure the public, that the whole 
was laid before the miniftry, who for a time fuflered No-* 
el, Vandernoot, and their accomplices to remain in Lon- 
don, but keeping a clofe watch over them until they were 
fent el fe where to confpire and profecute their vile machi- 
nations, againft nations that they dared not meet in the 
open field. 
In Hoi- Next to the conqueft of Belgium came that of HoU 

laod. Jand j and with equal aftonifhment has Europe feen the 
formidable bulwarks of that republic falling at the ap- 
proach of the Jacobin armies. Here again we muft re- 
fort for the caufe to the dark receffes of the Se6h. The 
apoiUes of Illuminifm had been laboring in Holland ever 
fince the year 178 1.* The immenfe fums of moaef 

* Original Writings, and Phik> r s Report* 
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4rawn from thofe countries were not the only fuccefles 
of the Sefit The Stadtholder had already learned, to his 
coft, how much they could envenom fa£Hon and fedition; 
the French revolutioo then tame to raifc their expecta- 
tions and ftimulate their labors. The Low Countries 
had for a fecond time received their Jacobin conquerors. 
The Engii(h army fell back to the frontiers of its an- 
cient ally to vindicate its liberties from the attempts of 
the enemy* Its efforts, however, are ufelefs, for Holland 
no longer wills the liberty of the true patriot, it wills that 
of the Jacobin* jits withes (hall foon be complied with ; 
the brethren of Paris (hall dictate the law in Amfterdam, 
and (hall feize on its riches; the commerce of Holland 
fhall be annihilated j its colonies wrefted from it; and 
/bon (hall it rank among the powers of Europe, only as 
the firft (lave of the Gallic Pentarques. No matter. Let 
Pichegru approach, tor he is the objeS of their wi(hes ; 
^nd the defenders of their true liberty may feek their fafe- 
ty in retreat; for the countries they wiih to defend are 
ireplete with plots againft them and confpiracies in favor 
of the revolution. In Amfterdam alone the Se£t has no 
lefs than forty clubs, and each club has the direction of two 
hundred revolutionifts. The ele& of thefe clubs form 
two committees, the central and the correfponding com- 
mittees; and this latter holds correfpondence with bre- 
thren both within and without the territories of the re- 
public. Thefe are fubje& to a fupreme council, the true 
Areopagites, whofe refolves are tranfmitted to the difpers- 
cd brethren, Perfons who watched over the pubjic wel- 
fare have a&ed the parts of aflbciates m hopes of diving 
into the myfteriesj but the fcrutators at Amfterdam were 
as crafty as fhofe of Munich, and thefe adepts could nev- 
er penetiate beyond the firft myfteries, while other clubs 
were compofed of men well known by the Se& to be the 
firmed adyocates for Jacobin Equality and Liberty. 

Deputies from Leyden are delegated to the central 
committee ; and the brotherhood at Leyden had made a 
greater progrefs in proportion, both in numbers and fe- 
dition, than it had at ^mfterdam. The adepts of £/- 
tree ht ware (till more ardent revolutionifts than either. 
The vigilance of government, and the neighborhood or 
the armies, had put them to flight; the chiefs, however, 
aflembled together in country-houfes, and their delibera- 
tions were tranfmitted to the Areopage at Amfterdam.—* 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



*9* antisocial conspiracy; 

Rotterdam appeared to be neuter} but it held a neutral- 
ity that only waited the propitious moment for declaring 
in favor of Jacobinifm. The minifter and adept Mar en x 
had made the conqueft of three fourths of the inhabitant* 
of Naarderu The commiffary Aiglam would have been 
reftlefc had he known of a Angle inhabitant of Haarlem 
that was not devoted to the adepts of Amfterdam.* 

The better to conduct the proceedings of the fa&ion, 
the French convention had fent a fecrct agent of the name 
of Malabar to refide at Amfterdam ; he had two aco- 
lytes, called F Archiveque and Aiglam. At once enjoy* 
ing the confidence of Pichegru (then advancing with hit 
victorious army) and of the rebels in the interior, Mala- 
bar never apppeared but at the meetings of the Areopa- 
gites, where he dictated the refolves. L % Archiveque and 
Frefme were employed in carrying on the correfpondence 
witn Pichegru. In Amfterdam and Haarlem, Aiglam was 
infpe&or-general of the fubterraneous arfenals whither 
the brethren were to flock'for arms on the fignat given. 
—Should they ftand in need of the protection of the ma* 
giltracy, the adept Dedelle was burgo-mafter. If funds 
were wanting, the counting-houfes of lexier, Coudere^ 
and Rottereau, are open to them, befides the trcafures of 
the Jew Sport as , a moft vehement revolutionift. Among 
the clubifts the adepts Gulcber and Lapeau diftinguifh 
themfelves, as do Latour and Periffe among their ar- 
mourers. Next in queft of enthufiaits who (hall declaim 
to the populace, we meet the adepts Termache, Lekain % 
Mullner, Schneider, and many others. On their general 
roll-call they count 40,000 men ready to march out to 
meet the advancing Jacobins, or to charge in the rear the 
armies of the allies, and thofe legions that might ftill re* 
main faithful to their duty. Nothing now was wanting 
but a general capable of directing their march } and Eu* 
face was font from Paris* — On a fudden the vigilance of 
the Englifh minilter and of the Duke of York feemed to 
have counteracted this confpiracy, that had been fo well 
concerted ; and the government was informed of the whole 
plot. Malabar, the hero of the myfteries, La Tour, Fre~ 
Jine, and about thirty more confpirators, were arretted} 
even Eujlace was among the prilbners, and all true citi- 

*J! JL^iH^c** S S cm Mcm °rial, written a few months be* 
fore the lovaiioo of aoJJand. 
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gent thought themfelves delivered from the Jacobirt 
fcourge. Proclamations were iffued, forbidding any meet- 
ings of clubs under any pretext whatever 5 but, in defi- 
ance of the magiftrates, the clubifts publish a counter- 
proclamation, inviting the brethren to take arms and 
rather to die than abandon their clubs. In vain does the 
Englifh general demand that thcfe perfons fhould be de- 
livered up to him, that he might fecure their perfons ; the 
Sect even fuccceded in getting the American minifter to 
reclaim Euftace, under pretence that he was a fubject of 
the United States, The others are brought to trial, and 
are condemned to be exiled into thofe very towns by 
which the Jacobin army was to enter the republic, and 
Willemftadt, Breda, Berzenopfcoom, Nimeguen, Gop* 
cum, Utrecht, and Amfterdam, fall, juft as Maycnce had 
done before them. Molt certainly, had Pichegru no other 
claims to military glory than this conqueir, he might, 
with Dumouricr and Cuftine, write, ' / came y Ifaw 9 
and I conquered \ but it was becaufe, in place of enemies 
to combat, I Found none but adepts to embrace.'* 

Means of another fpecies will explain the triumphs of Id Spain, 
the Seel in Spain. The brave Ricardo had reirored 
the Caftilians to their ancient valor 5 he had threatened 
to retaliate on the captive Jacobins, for the cruelties ex- 
crcifed on the French emigrants that fell into their hands. 
The Aqua Tophana immediately liberates the Seel from 
4b fierce an enemy ; he dies by poifon. The bulwarks of 
Spain fall like thofe of Holland at the approach of the 
legions of Equality and Liberty. Reddeleon fells the 
fortrefs of Figueras for a million of livres. He values his 
treafon too highly, and going to Paris he receives his mil- 
lion in affignats, then only worth 48,000 livres. He 
complains, and in compenfation is fent to the guillotine, 
for the Seel need not buy traitors at fo exorbitant a 
price. His treachery, however, left Spain at the difcretion 
of the Jacobins. That unhappy country fought to buy 
peace* and for a time it is fuffered to enjoy a truce; but 
every thing feems to denote, that the brethren have made 
a fufficient progrefs to leave th? taflc of eftablilhing the 
xeign of Equality and Liberty to the adepts or the inte- 
rior, without reiorting to arms. 

In Portugal the adepts dare not as yet throw off the To Porta* 

» 
* E*tra<3 of a Secret Memorial. >+ 
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jnafk ; but at fomc future day the Court may judge prop, 
er to publifh the correfpondence found among the par 
pers of the Brabanter Segre. This propagandift had 
been thrown into the prifons of Lifbon. The brethren 
had not forgotten the do&rine of the patet txitus ; they 
fend a mattrefs to the prifoner, and a razor is concealed 
within it. The wretched Segre underftands the meaning 
of the Se&, and the next morning is found weltering iq 
(lis blood on this very mattrefs. 

It tranfpired, however, that the confpiracy in which he 
had engaged aimed at nothing lefs than the deftrucjion of 
jhe royal family, and the total overthrow of the ftate. It 
was further aliened that a correipondence between him 
and the Prince of Peace was found among his papers, 
and that the Spanifli minifter, informed of his arreft im- 
mediately claimed it; but the court of Portugal returned 
for anfwer, tt That fxnee God had in his goodnefs pre- 
ferved the ftate from the greateft misfortune with which 
it had ever been threatened, her Moft Faithful Majefty 
would only treat of this bufinefs with his Catholic Ma* 
jefty himfelf." But even fhould this faclt be well authen- 
ticated, are we not fufficiently aware of the intrigues of 
the Sect? Does it not frequently procure fecret commis? 
fions from minifters, and then, under pretence of tranfaci- 
ing the bufinefe of that Hate, profecute the moft villanous 
plots? It is fufficient for us to have (hewn the Se& con- 
fpiring in Portugal; the public papers defcri be it as COJW 
fpiring in like manner at Turin and at Naples. 
At Naples. Here again the fecrccy of courts has debarred us frorn 
the details. At Naples atteftations were taken refpe&ing 
the guilty, and the proofs were acquired. Py the orders 
of his Majefty, all the documents relating to the confpira- 
cy had been collected and compiled by a magistrate of great 
merit and known integrity, Mr. Rey, the fame perfon 
whom Lewis XVI. had intended for minifter of the po- 
lice of Paris. From thefc it appeared, that many noble- 
men had been led to join in a confpiracy againft the royaj 
family, while the occult adepts of this confpiracy were to 
make away with, thefe fame noblemen, immediately after 
the deftruction of thejoyaJ family. The lying and the 
Qiicen of Naples both chofe to (how their clemency to 
the chief confprrators, and rather let them prefervc life in 
confinement, than fend them to the fcaffbld which muft 
-have been the inevitable coufequence of a public trial.— f 
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The policy that has buried in darknefs the details of this 
fconfpiracy, has not, however, deprived us of this proof of 
the univerfality of the confpiracies of the Se&. 

In purfuit of its plans, the Seft marches triumphantly j n a il f ra . 
to Milan, Venice and Rome; Its armies entered Italy fy, ana in 
with Buonaparte, even more deftitute of every thing that the arnvjs 
fcanenfure vi&ory, than thole which had entered Germa- of piinces* 
ny under the command of Cuftine. But numerous le- 
gions flocked to their ftandards; and the banks of the Po* 
if we except Mantua, are as well prepared for the revo- 
lution as were thofe of the Rhine^ This will ceafe to be 
a matter of of furprife to thofe who will reflccT: that Wei- 
Ihaupt had fent his apoftles thither, and that Knigge and 
Zimmerman had long fince boafted of the progrefs of 
the illuminizing recruiters in thofe parts. If we turn 
back to their reports, we (hall find that the Mafonic 
Lodges had, like thofe of Germany, been initiated intaf 
the Lift myfteriesj and the triumphs of Buonaparte will 
be found to be not more aftonifliing than thofe of Cus- 
tine. Were it neceffary to explain how the valor of the 
Archduke Charles, or of the veteran bands of Auftria, 
was rendered fruitlefs when in prefence of the Jacobin 
troops; whence it arofe that the faftneffes of countries 
touid fcarcely ferve the wifdom of a prince fo worthy of 
being the leader of heroes ; it would not be fufficient to 
fay, that the adjutant-general Fijher was accufed of hav- 
ing received one thoufand pounds a month from the Pen- 
tarquesj or, that, to ftifle all profecution, and baffle any 
attempt that might be made to induce him to difcover the 
number or quality of his accomplices, he had rccourfe taf 
that grand means of Iliuminifm the Patet exitus, and 
poifoned himfelf. No; the reader muft reflect, that the 
Se£t had long fince been educating its adepts for the ar- 
mies, procuring pofleffion of the Dicajhres, and thus 
preparing for a future day, when they forefaw that trea- 
chery and cowardice would ferve them in the armies of 
princes.* 

m * Juft as this fheet was going to the pfefs a publication, en- 
titled, Let NouVeaux Interett de PEurope, fell into my hands, 
and the following paffage appeared to me fo very applicable to 
our fubjeft, that 1 have extracted it: u The Emperor has been 
•* blamed for figning the preliminaries of Leoben, on the 18 *h 
44 of April, 1798. This certainly appears to have been done 
4i precipitate!?: bat are thofe who blame him acquainted with 
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At Rome* Need we explain why the revolutionary legions pro- 
ceeded to Rome? Certainly but little refiftance could be 
made there. An aged pontiff raifing up his hands to hea- 
ven, offering up his prayers for the peace and welfare of 
the faithful, makes every facrifice that of his faith except- 
ed, in hopes of mollifying the obdurate hearts of thofe bar- 
barians. Buonaparte, no ft ranger to his virtues feigns a 
veneration for them. But Pius VL is the chief of that 
religion of Chrift which the Se& has fworn to crufli, and 
Rome is the centre of it.* From the very firft moment 

ts ths reafons that induced hira to take that ftep? The Eirw 
" ror had been informed by his Brother, the Archduke Charles* 
u of the bad difyofttim of a great part of the officers of hit ar- 
*' my of Italy. He knew that both at Verona and Padua they 
u ajfetteJ to imitate the French in their difcour/e 9 manner s % 
u and fent imenti ; itfeemedas if they needed but the tri-cokur* 
u ed cockade to make thefemblance complete. He yas armors 
" that they fed in the mq/l critical moment of an acTwn;fi that 9 
u infpite of excellent generals* of a wel appointed fiajf* andof 
•' the bravejl men* he 'was always obliged to retire. He roay f 
u perhaps, have conceived that he was betrayed by thefe fame 
" officers; fork is well known, that Buonaparte, in an unguard- 
4< ed moment, declared, that the Adrian army coft him nttrt 
•' than his own." Tkams- 

* When the Author publifhed his Firft Volume, or Anti* 
chriftian Confptracv, in the beginning of 1797, and pofitWely 
declared, tv the total overthrow of Chriflianity to be the objea 
•• of the Sefl," his aiTcrtion was much cavilled at by thofe who 
were eager that this nation fliould not give credit to an author 
who was about to lay open the tenebrous ramifications of thit 
univerfal confpiracy ; others a^ain were made to believe, that 
the Seel only aimed at reforming what they chofe to ftyle the 
errors of the Church of Rome. I here call my reader's atten- 
tion to an event that has juft taken place, and he may then ju«^ge 
whether the author was correct when he faid, that the Utal 
overthrow of Chriflianity was the object of the Sect. In the 
Propagateur, 6 Rrumaire, Tear 7 (or i$th October 1798), we 
read, " The following is the diflribution of the edifices (of 
** worfhip) for the ufe of the citizens of Paris, as determined 
*' by the central adminiftration of the Seine." Paris is divided 
into twelve Wards, in lieu of parilhes, each having the follow- 
ing churches annexed to the*u, and which are in future to be 
called Temples 1 " Ift. Waid— I he church of St. Pbiiip du 
" Roule confecrated to Concord. II. The church of St. Rocbe 
44 to Genius. 111. St. Eullache to Agriculture. IV. St. Germain 
M I/Auxerrois to Gratitude. V. St- Lawrance to Qid Agt* 
€t VL St. Nicholas in the Fields to Hymen. VII. St. Merry to 
" Commerce. VIII. St. Margaret to Equality ^Liberty. 
>• IX. St. Gervais to JToutb. *. St. Thomas of Aquia as to 
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6f the revolution the adepts had made no fecret of their ha- 
tred againft Rome and its pontiff. I was prefent when 
Cerrutti infolently accofted the Secretary of the Nuncio at 
Paris, Uylng with a fneer, a Take good care of your 
" Pope j take good care of this one, and embalm him af- 
€i ter his death} for I tell you, and you may be certain of 
" the fact, that you will never have another." This pre- 
tender to prophecy little thought that he would be the 
firft of the two to appear before the tribunal of that God 
who had promifed that the gates of hell (hould never pre- 
vail againft his church. But the Knights* Kadofcb, who 
had iworn the death of Kings and of the chief Pontiffs; 
ftill furvived; as alfo that multitude of adepts who had 
long fince been fmoothing the way for the legions of im- 
piety. Long fince had Rome been the object of their 
conspiracies ; adepts of every fpecies flock thither j and,' 
io fpite of every authority, the pupils of Caglioftro open 
their Mafonic Lodges in that capital. The llluminees 
of Sweden, Avignon, and Lyons, there unite in the moil 
fecret and moft monftrous of Lodges, and form the moil 
terrible tribunal for Kings ; that, in (hort, which pointed 
out the Sovereign that was to fall, named the affaflin, 
prepared the poifons, or {harpeffed the dagger.* 

Many of Weifhaupt's adepts were alfo to be found in 
Rome who had been initiated by Zimmerman; and the 
reprefentative of a King feconds their efforts againft the 
aftar. The Spanilh Monarch is tottering on the throne, 
at the very time when the public papers defcribe Dom 
At ar A y his ambalfador at Rome, felicitating the Jaco* 

pp 

" Peace. XI. St. Sulpice/0 Vitlory. XII. St. James-du-haur- 
** pas to Benevolence* St. Medard to Labor, and St. Stephen oa 
•' the Mount to filial Piety" This needs nojeomment, when 
in the hands of a Chriftian reader. Trans., 

# Should the hiftorian of the afTalB nation of Guftavus of 
Sweden not be afufficient voucher for the exigence of this tri- 
bunal {Seel. IV J it is, however, an undoubted fact, that the Sett 
had molt powerful advocates at Rome; for the Nuncio at A- 
▼igoon, having ordered the llluminee Pernetti and his adepts 
to leave the country in the fpace of one month » they procured 
from Rome a counter-order (real or forged) permitting them 
to ftay. This budnefs was followed up at Rome by the arreft- 
atioo of an adept, which threw the adepts of Avignon into fears 
that were only removed by the revolution. 
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bins on their coming to drive the Sovereign PontifF/ront 
his capital. Buonaparte may fend his Lieutenants j their 
triumph will be eafy, for (hame alone could impede their 
progrefs ; but they have ftifled every feeling, and feoff at 
the very idea of the rights of nations, as well as at the 
overwhelming with afHi&ion an aged paftor turned of 
fourfcore. The upright man and companionate heart 
might {bed tears at fuch a fight; but the Jacobin, cal- 
lous to every feeling, will leap with joy,and the Pentarques 
will compare their ignominious conqucft to the ftorm- 
ing of ancient Rome by Brennus and his Gauh. Next 
in the feries we (hall turn our eyes to a conqueft I0115 
(ince announced in the Lodges of the Templars, Rofi- 
crucians and Knights Kadofch, who had all fworn ven- 
geance againft Malta; and the fatal day is now come. 
At Malta. Left indignation might caufc their fecrets to be difco- 
vered, the crofs of Malta had for a long time been a badge 
of exclufion for thofe bold Knights from the threfliold of 
the Mafonic Lodges. New arts will be now employed 
to render their courage ufelefe. The adepts have made 
ufe of the fame artifice againft Malta which they had em- 
ployed againft the church. So far, faid they, from break- 
ing off" all connection wkh thefe Knights, let our adepts 
become members of the Order ; through their means we 
fhall become maftcrs of that Iftand that would proudly 
bid defiance to our combined hoftile efforts both by far 
and land. Letters from the virtuous and honorable part 
of that community had already prepared us for the catas- 
trophe that has fince befallen them ; they had complained 
that falfe brethren, particularly of the Spani(h and Italian 
tongues, had gained admittance among them. In tho per— 
fans of Dolomieu, Bofredon, and the cowardly Romptjcb^ 
may the Se& be faid to have reigned. Buonaparte ap- 
pears ; and, as if the Se£t uifhed to (hew Europe how it 
can carry the mod aftonifhing works of nature and art 
by treaibn alone, it did not even give the confpirators a 
cloak for their treachery by the (emblance of a (lege— 
The adepts of the exterior fraternixe with thofe of the in- 
terior, and thus do we learn that the iecret arms of the Se& 
are more terrible than the fire of the embattled legions. 
Let the hero of Malta fet fail for Alexandria: There he 
will aifo find adepts that await his arrival: Then will the 
- Sublime Porte learn how to value thofe rich prefents fent 
by the revolutionary tribe, all ftolen from the royal trea- 
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dry of the crown; it will underftand why fuch tmmenfe 
fu.ns of mmey were fquandered in its capital, to buy the 
neurality of the Divan, and thus to enable the Se& to 
wreft from its dominion its more diftant provinces : It will 
learn that the A,x>ftles of the S2& were, during its politi- 
cal lethargy, dealing along thecoafts of Africa, and pene- 
trating even into Afia. 

It was at Conftantinople particularly that the Sect was At Con- 
to be careful in the choice of its adepts and propagandas, j" 1 lm J}" a 
an J to adapt each performs miflion to. his talents. To J^e £ a ft, 
fpread the doctrines of Equality and Liberty throughout 
die dates that had long fince been fubjecled to the do- 
minion of the Crefcent, it was neceflary to find men well 
acquainted with the language, manners, interefts, and the 
various intercourfe of thofe different nations. In the per-. 
fon of the author of the Tableau de r Empire Ottoman^ 
or Mouradgea d'Habfon, a Greek by birth, formerly in- 
ternuncio, and lince ambaflador from Sweden to the Sub- 
Jime Porte, the Sedl found all the requifites for fuch an 
undertaking. At firft, he did not appear to be fanguine 
in their caufe; large fums of money, and penfions then 
at the difpofition of the Committee of Public Safety^ (as 
we are informed by our Memoirs) at length difpel any 
further (how of reluctance : On his return to Conftanti- 
nople, Mouradgea places himfelf at the head of the Jaco- 
bin miiEonaries for the Eaft. He was greatly indebted 
for the acquirements that had thus prepared him for this 
hew revolutionary career to a Mr. Ruffin^ who com- 
menced his career as a teacher of languages in Paris; was 
afterwards an allociate with the Baron Tott in Crimea; 
then attached to the French embaify at Conftantinople \ 
afterwards employed in the Admiralty at Verfailles; and 
finally become Profeflbr of the Oriental Tongues at the 
College Royal For a long time Air. Ruffin refilled eve- 
ry temptation to betray the Royal caufe; for he was in- • 
debted tqthe king for his education, and for his elevation 
to be Knight of die Order of St. Michael. Similar in- 
ducements, however, make him forget his obligations to 
his king, and he becomes the co-adept or* Mouradgea at 
Conftantinople. Lejfcps a young man, and one of die few 
furvivors of La Peroufe, was al fo animated by fentiments 
of gratitude for Lewis XVI. ; but, (educed by the two 
apottles, he joins them, and, under the direction of this 
triumvirate, one part of the fubaltern agents diffeminatc 
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fteir do&rines among the people of Conftantinople, while 
others fprcad themfelves throughout Afia, travel into Per- 
fia, and to the Indies. Others again preach their rights 
of man in the Levant, while the united forces of the bc£t 
make their defcent on the coaft of Egypt, and teach the 
Ottoman court the fatal effects of having neglected to 
crufl* the firft dawnings of the Sec"r. 

But a very few years prior to the French revolution, 
the Turks aoominated Mafonry, as much as the inhabit* 
ants of the Eaft did the M anichseans for many centuries. 
The Ottoman court would not have fuffered any French 
Religious to have remained at Jerufalem, had it not known 
that it was their conftant rule to refufe to aJmit any per- 
fon known to be a Free-mafon to vifit the holy places 
that were under their care. There was even an agree- 
ment between the Sublime Porte and the Court of France, 
by which the Superior of thefe Religious might and was 
obliged to difmifs from the Levant any French Con fill 
that Ihould dare to erect a Mafonic Lodge; and I have 
learned from a Religious who was on that miffion for 
feven years, that the Superior had fometimes exercifed 
this authority. But the revolution has annihilated fuch 
precautions, as well as many others. The Propagandas 
have croffed the Mediterranean with their new-tangled 
I doctrines j they have found brethren in the French mer- 
chants, who, under pretence of meeting with friends in 
all countries, had got themfelves initiated in the myflcries, 
and hence they needed not Lodges to be recognized. 
fa Africa ; The (ucceflcs of the brotherhood in France inflamed 
the zeal of the brethren in Africa; and the very manner in 
which the Directory announced the progrefc of Buona- 
parte in Egypt fufficiently denotes the arts that had been 
employed by the emiflaries of the Sedl previous to his 
arrival. Should he not (like Pichegru) fall a victim 
to the jealoufy of the Pentarques, or (more lucky than 
Brueys) efcape the purfuits of a fecond Nelfon, he will on 
the co.dr. of India meet with other brethren, who, in the 
Malabar tongue are circulating the Rights of Man y if- 
qual and Free y and thofe of the Sovereign ani Legijla- 
five People. T'he Englifh General who took Pondicherry 
feizcd both the types and prefles employed in diflemin- 
ating the principles of the Se£t and their revolutionary 
productions. 

As the plague flies on the wings of the wind, fo do 
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Aeir triumphant legions infedt America. Their apoftles 
have infufed their principles into the fubmillivre and labo- 
rious negroes j and St. Domingo and Guadaloupe have 
been Converted into vaft enamel houfes for their inhabit- 
ants. So numerous were the brethren in North Ame- 
rica, that Philadelphia and Bofton trembled, left their r/- 
Jing conjfitution Jhould be obliged to make way for that ef 
the great club\ and if for a time the brotherhood has 
been obliged to (brink back into their hiding places $ 
they are itill fufficiently numerous to raife collections 
and tranfmit them to the infurgents of Ireland \ thus con- 
tributing towards that fpecies of revolution which is the 
object of their ardent wifhes in America.* God grant 
' that the United States may not barn to their coft, that 
Republics are equally menaced with Monarchies; and 
that the immenfity of the ocean is but a feeble barrier 
againft the univerfal confpiracy of the Se& ! 

The triumphs of the brotherhood at Genera, at Ve- 
nice, in Holland, and at Genoa, are demonft rati ve proofs 
that it is not at Monarchs alone that the adepts of the 
Seel aim their blows. Nations muft alfo learn, that, whe- 
ther Monarchies or Republics, they are all to be com- 
prehended within the revolutionary vortex; and that nei- 
ther friendfllip, alliance, nor the moft paflive obedience, 
can make the lavage confpirators relent. 

In vain did the Swifs Cantons in fome fort forget the InSwitzeiw 
dignity of their anceftors \ they were filcnt under the hu- land j 
miliating treatment of their biethren at Aix, the butche- 
ry of their troops at Paris, and the violation of the n\o§ 

# See Iriih Report, No. X f V\— At Qnebec, July 7, 1797, a 
roan ot the name ot David M'T^ean wartried and condemned 
to fuffer on the aift of the fame month, being convicled of hav- 
ing come into Canada under the difguife of a merchant, with 
a view of railing the people a ft ai nil the Government, and to 
deliver over the colony to the French. He had taken all the 
neceflary Heps ; the oath of fecrecy, pikes, and other arms, 
were to be delivered to the people. The brethren at Montreal 
and Quebec were by the next fpring to prepare the way for an 
army of 10,000 men that was to be brought over in a French 
fleet, and attack both thefe towns at the fame time. Mr. A- 
det, the French minuter at Philadelphia, was implicated in it; 
thus do the Pentarquesconvert their embaiTadors into the ring- 
leaders of the conipiring bands wherever they are received $ 
this may be laid to be one of the marking features of Jacobin-' 
ifrn. 
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(acred treaties even on their own territories. They bore 
with refignation the infults perpetually offered to them by 
the Jacobin di&ators, who would fome times deign to 
mingle affurances of fraternity and promifes of peace 
with their outrages. While the armies of the Se& were 
ravaging the neighboring countries, it would lull the cre- 
dulous Swifs into a fatal fecurity by their cant of frater- 
nity and affe&ion; but in the mean time the adepts were 
laboring in the mountains. , Weifhaupt had made many 
Converts in thofe parts ; and a fwarm of Illuminees flock- 
ed thither from the Univtrfity of Gottingen^ ail ready to 
profecute the views of the Se£t. Fehr y curate of Nidau, 
and after him Buggy correfponded with the brotherhood 
in Germany; and the moment was approaching when 
he was about to receive the price of his zeal by being 
eledled chief of the revolutionized Canton of Argau.*— t 
At Lucern Pfiffer^ at Berne Weifs y at Bade Oc bs, prefi- 
ded over the clubs of Equality and Liberty. By various 
artifices, the Jacobins had formed a party of ninety-two 
in the great council of Berne. The Pentarque Rewbel 
fent as auxiliaries from Paris, MaJngaud, Mangourit, and 
Guyot- 9 and in Switzerland (as in Holland and at May- 
ence) fecret correfpondencc and fecret fecieties were pre- 
paring the way for the armies of the Se&. Thus was the 
fate of Switzerland to be fimilar, and an equal (hare of 
glorv to redound to the vidtors.f 
in Sweden; Vet there arc monarchies ftill in exiftence, notwith- 
ftanding all the efforts of the Se£L True ; but, if we 
except Denmark, whofe neutrality appears to be of too 
great fervice to the Se&, for it to think of deftroying that 
kingdom at prefent, what other country is there in Eu- 
rope that has not been expofed to the machinations of the 
Sedt? Guftavus III. fell beneath the blows of an An* 
karftroem ; but this aflaiEn had come from the great Pa- 
ri fian club. Thofe very perfons who wifh to ifolate this 
murder tell us, that adepts had declared, that they knew 
of the projefted murder of Guftavus beforehand^ and that 
ati Europe knew of it. Who are thefe men that were fo 
well informed throughout Europe, if not thofe adepts to 
whom the Se<5 has made known their determinations 
againii a Prince whofe activity could give them little 

* Private Notes on Switzerland. 

t See the Hittory of this Revolution by Mallet da Paa. 
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hopes of retrograde movements when he was about (0 
fight the enemies of monarchy ? When thofe fame wri- 
ters caft fufpicions on the Duke of Sudermania^ they 
ground their attack on his being Grand Mafter of the 
Swedijb Lodges, as Orleans was in France. They fur- 
ther fubftantiate their charge on the multitude of illumini- 
aed Mafons that are fpread all over Sweden, and on the 
horror of their myfteries. Is not that telling us, thajt 
Ankarftroem was but a mere inftrument of the Seel, 
which, in recompence for his regicide, erected ftatues to 
him in the Club of the Jacobins? I will hereafter (how 
that the adepts had previous knowledge of this foul deed, 
and that it had even been clearly expreffed in the public 
papers. But at prefent let us turn our eyes toward Ruffia. 

On the death of Lewis XVI. the Emprefs of Ruffia or- In Ruffia; 
dered that all the French within her dominions mould take 
the oath of fidelity to the lawful heir of the Bourbons, 
and renounce all connection with France until monarchy 
was reftored; but this was a fruitlefs precaution. The 
Se£b had many adepts in Ruffia, whom it had taught to 
feoff at oaths;* and they only took the oath of fidelity to 
the monarchy, that they might the more eafily annihilate 
the Ruffian diadem. The confpirators were headed by 
Genet, heretofore the agent for the cabinet of Verfeilles, 
but now become the agent of the Jacobins. The zeal 
with which he ferved his new matters had already filled 
Peterfburg with clubs compofed of that fpecies of men 
who, having no homes in their own country, travel to fo- 
reign parts in hopes of gaining a livelihood. Hair-drefs- 
crs, Cooks, Valets, Bankrupts, Teachers of the French 
Tongue, and Street-porters from Paris, all weie com- 
bining together to prepare a pike revolution. The moft 
artful and mod violent of the confpirators daringly held their 
meetings in the Hotel of Sir Charles Whitworthy the 
English Ambaffador at Peterfburg. They met there once 



* Knigge's apo files in Courtand and Livonia had. doubtlefs, 
extended their million ; and a Ruffian gentleman informed me, 
that one of the great adepts prefided over an academy at Mos- 
cow where the young Nobility were educated. Every thing 
ieemed to denote an excellent fchool, when by degrees it was 
obferved, that the ijluminized Rights of Man was the ground- 
work of the fecret lefibns of this great teacher. They were 
obliged to difmifs him, as the only means of reiloring his pupils 
to the true principles of religion and fociety. 
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a month by means of three French fervants, who had beeri 
recommended to Sir Charles by fome of the party as moft 
excellent chara&ers. Public fame, and foon after the Am- 
baflador, informed the Police of this meeting. On mak- 
ing enquiries after the adepts, and on feizing their papers 
that had been carefully hidden, it was discovered, that 
their plot had been contrived according to the general 
plan and views of the Seft. At Rome, the brotherhood,' 
had made ufe of an Ambaflador of the King of Spain; in 
ftuffia, it is the Secretary of Embaffy and Charged 9 Jf- 
f aires from the Court of Sardinia, a Mr. Bcj/iy who is im- 
plicated in their foul projects. The adepts were bani&ed, 
according to the laws ot Ruffia. The diplomatic charac- 
ter of Mr. Bofli faved him for fome time from a fimilar 
difgrace; but no fooner was the Czar Paul feated on the 
throne, than he received orders to quit Peterfourg in twen- 
ty-four hours, and the territories of his Imperial Majefty 
with all poffible fpeed.* 
In Poland. I (hall not dwell long on the labors of the Seft in Po- 
land. Among the number of its Apoftles, I might name 
Bonne au, who was fent to Siberia ; Duveyrier y who wrote 
the Proces Verbaux at Paris ror La Fayette, and who was 
difcovered at Copenhagen on a fuppofed million for buy- 
ing corn, while his real objeit. was to viftt the brethren of 
Poland and Ruflia, to ftimulate them j and our Memoirs 
inform us, that on the road he was to make au attempt on 
the life of the Count Artois, juft as the German adepts 
have ftnee done on that of Lewis XVI il. Duveyrier was 
accompanied by one Lomarre, and that CajUlla fince ar- 
retted in company with Semonville when proceeding to 
Constantinople with the plunder of the French crown, in 
hopes of bribing the, minifters of that country. But to 
give my reader an idea of the multitude of miffionaries 
employed by the Se6t in Poland, it will fuffice to advert 
to CamborCs report, sphere he owns that it has already cod 
France ftxty millions of livres to fupport the brethren at 
Wariaw. This avowal (hows how the Sed employs the 
public revenues, little caring whether the creditors of the 
interior are paid, and fending its vifible legions to live on 
contributions levied on the exterior, while it largely pays 
that crowd of inviiible adepts and fecret emiflaries who 
prepare the way for its triumphs. 

* Extract from a Memorial on RaHa. 

m 
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. This alfo demonftrates what great ftrcfs the leaders of 
the Sect laid on the projected revolution in Poland ; and, 
indeed, had they fucceeded in revolutionizing that coun- 
try, the Jacobins might have made a ftrong diversion or* 
the very territories ofthe moft formidable powers that had 
entered into the coalition. Equality and Liberty would 
have infufed itfelf throughout Ruflia with much greater 
facility. The Pruflhn and Auftrian brethren began to 
ihow themfJves more openly. Their hopes already feem- 
cd to be crowned with fuccefs; Kofkiufko had excited to 
revolt Warfaw, Wilna, and Lublin. The bifhop of this 
latter place, with many other gentlemen, had been hang- 
ed; in vain had the unfortunate Poniatowfki endeavored 
to allay the ferocity of the revolution j Poland was advan- 
cing rapidly towards its end, and it finiflied by lofing both 
its king and its independence. My object is not even to 
hint an opinion on the conduct of the powers who have 
divided that country among themfelves, but to point out 
the univerfal confpiracy of the Seel. Germany, which 
gave birch to the moft profound adepts of the Sjct, has 
already feverely fJt the effects of its treachery, but has 
not yet met the fate which the Sect is preparing for it. 

Jofeph II. lived long enough to deplore his miferable IoAuftri*. 
policy. He was lamenting his philofophifm, and that de- 
tellable policy that had induced him to trouble the inha- 
bitants of the Low Countries in the enjoyment of their 
religion, thus breaking the moft folemn treaties and driv- 
ing to defpair fubjects who defer ved a better fate, when 
the manifefto of the Grand Orient came to teach him, that 
his policy had been juft as erroneous in protecting the 
Mafonic Lodges. .If credit is to be given to Kleiner's Rc~ 
pot r, or at lealt to the extract from it given me by a no- 
bleman of undoubted veracity, it was in confequence of 
this manifefto that Jofeph II. gave orders to Kleiner to 
get himfelf initiated into the illuminized Lodges, ?.nd bv 
this means acquired certain knowledge of the Occult 
Myfteries of the Seit. He then learnt^ tjiat the S wedifh 
adepts had precifely the fame object in view as the oft- 
fpring of the modern Spartacus', and the Mafonic Lod- 
ges were the cloaks for both of them. I have learned from 
a perfon who was frequently in company with the Empe« 
ror, that nothing could equal his vexation, when he law 
that he had been fo ftrangely impofed upon by men whom 
he had favored, or when he discovered thzt,fo far front 
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having himfelf named perfons to the different charges of 
the ft ale, he had only adopted the choices made by the Sett* 
He then openly declared, that the Free-mafons were no- 
thing more than a fet of (harpers and jugglers ; he went 
fo far as to attribute all the thefts that had been committed 
on the treafury of the (late to the Occult Mafons ; he de- 
termined to exclude them from every employment civil 
and military; he was indignant at feeing an imperium in, 
imperio rifmg in the ftate. He would have followed up his 
indignation too, had he not learnt that many of his moft 
faithful fubje&s, and fome even for whom he had the great- 
eft regard, fuch as the Prince Lichtenfiein^ were Mafons* 
The greater part of thefe, however, renounced Mafonry. 
Jofcph had undertaken to deftroy the Lodges and repair 
the errors of his philofophifm, when a premature death 
put a period to his reign. 

Leopold his fucceflbr, wifliing to be informed of the 
nature and progrefs of the Seel in his new territories, ap- 
plied to Profefibr Hoffman, No man was better able than 
lie was to give the defired information, for he had been 
tampered with by the Sect, who, writing to him in the 
moft high-flown phrafes, endeavored to (educe him over 
to the caufe of the revolution; but,, on the other fide, 
feveral Mafons, a/named of having fallen a prey to theft- 
duclion of the llluminees^ had difcovered moft important 
fecrets to him, and joined with him in baffling the views 
of the Seel. He had learned from them, Cl that Mirabeaii 
« himfelf had declared to his confidants, that he carried 
<c on a moft extenfive correfpondence with Germany, but 
< c in no part fo extenfive as at Vienna. He knew that the 
" revolutionary fyftem was to be extended throughout the 
u univerfc; that France had only been chofen as the (cene 
" of a firft explofion; that the propagandas were bufied 
<c in difleminating their principles throughout every cliro- 
" ate; that emiuaries were difperfed through the four 
" quarters of the globe, and particularly in the capitals; 
" that they had their adherents, and were particularly ac- 
u tive in ftrengthening their party at Vienna and in the 
„ u Aufilrian dominions. — In 1791 he had read, as feveral 
" other perfons alfo did, two letters, the one from Paris, 
<c the other from Strafbourg, defer ibing in cypher the names 
" of feven commijjaries of the Propaganda then refid§nt 
" at Vienna, and to whom the new commififaries were t$ 
" a PPht as well for the wages of their labors^ as /or /*- 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



HISTORICAL FART, ,307 

*flru£tions how to proceed.— He bad alfo fccn feveral of 
€t thofe manufcript news-papers that were fent weekly 
€i from Vienna, replete with the mofl: abominable anec- 
u dotes againft the court, and with arguments and prin- 
a ciples impugning the government. — Thefe papers were 
" to contribute toward the difiemination of Jacobinifm 
€l throughout the towns and villages of the empire, and even 
* c in foreign countries, as they were fent poft free, and with- 
w out even the fubfeription being afked for. He had even 
cc tranfmitted fome of thefe letters to government. He had 
M difcovered the object of the frequent journeys of the 11- 
€i luminee Carupe to Paris, and his correfpondence with 
<c Mirabeau and Orleans. He had acquired certain know- 
u ledge of the plans of the German Mirabeau," that is to 
fay, of Mauvillon, who had been Mirabeau's Infinuator, 
and the fame perfon who had written thus to the IilumU 
nee Cuhn [the letter is preferved in the archives at Bruns- 
wick;] a The affairs of the revolution go on better and 
" better in France; I hope that in a few years this flame 
* will be lit up every where y and that the conflagration 
li will become univerfaL Then our Order may d* 
44 great things. 9 '* Mr. Hoffman alfo knew that this very 
Mauvillon a had drawn up a very explicit plan for the 
* c revolutionizing of all Germany i that this plan had been 
a tranfmitted to the greater part of the Mafbnic Lodges, 
" and to the clubs of the illuminees; and that it was cir- 
<c culated among the Propaganditts and emiflaries, who 
4C were already employed in exciting to revolt the people 
** on the out-potts and frontiers of Germany."! While 
•his zealous citizen was thus unfolding to Leopold the 
intrigues of the Se&, he correfponded with the Great 
Zimmerman of Bern, who was ever revered by the 
learned, beloved by all good citizens, and only hated by 
the illuminizing Jacobins, becaufe he no fooner became 
acquainted with their myfteries than he warned the Soci- 
ety of their dangerous tendency. This learned man was 
alfo employed in compoiing a memorial for the ufe of the 
emperor, on the means of curbing the progress of the re- 
volution ;J but the Jacobins were aware o\ the hatred that 
Leopold had conceived for them. They knew that th« 

* June 1791. 

t Important notice by Hoffman, Vol. I. Seel. 19. 

J Hoffman'i Letter in the Eudemonia, Vol. VI. No. a. 
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chief inftigator of the treaty of Pilnitz was as much to be 
feared as Guftavus; and they were determined to fhow 
that even an Emperor Jhould not oppofe their plots with 
impunity.* 

Juft at the time when the two fovereigns were male* 
ing their preparations, the King of Pruffia had recalled 
from V ienna his ambaflador, the Baron Jacobi KUefi, who^ 
as the Scft fuppofed, was favorable to their caufe— The 
Count Haugwits, who was more decidedly a friend to the 
meafure of the treaty, was fent in his ftead. The journal- 
ifts of Strafbourg announced this news with the follow- 
ing comment: u Hence politicians pretend, that the uni- 
" on between the two Courts will be confolidated. They 
u are certainly in the right to make the French believe foj 
w but in defpotic countries, in thofe countries where the 
c< 'f ate of fever al millions of men hangs on a bit of pajle, 
<c or on the rupture of a little vein, one can calculate on 
ct nothing. Let us fuppofe that the court of Pruilia is a&- 
** ing honeftly in concert with the court of Auftria ( which 
<c is difficult to be believed), or that the court of Auftria 
<c is acting fo with that of Pruflia (which is ftill more in- 
c< credible), a Jingle indigeflion, or a drop of blood forced 
"from its proper veffels, will be J efficient to diffolve this 

u brilliant union." This comment in the Courier of 

Strafbourg) No. 53, was dated from Vienna, the 2bthof 
February, 1 792. Leopold died (poifoned) 011 the \ft of 
March following, and Guftavus was affaflinated in the 
night between the 15th and 16th of the fame month, f 

The fir ft precaution taken by his young fucceflbr was 
to difmifs all the Italian cooks, that he might not be ex- 
pofed to the fame fate as his father, and fall a victim to 
what is called the Naples broth. More zealous in the caufe, 
Francis II. not only oppofed the Sect by force of arms, 
but, in order to attack iiluminifm in its dark receffes, he 
applied to the diet of Ratifbon in 1 794, for a decree to 
fupprefs all fecret focieties, whether Matons, Roficrucians, 
or llluminccs, of every fort. They had powerful fupport- 
ers in this firft council of the Empire, and they intrigued 
againft the propofition of the Emperor. They pretended 
that thefc bodies of Illuminees were nothing more than 
little aiiociations of fchool-boys, that were very common 

* Important notice by Hoffman. 

f Travels of two Frenchmen in the North, Vol. V, ch. tu 
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in the Proteftant univerfities. — Through the organs of 
the Pruflian, Hanoverian, and Brunfwick minifters it wa$ 
obje&ed, that the Emperor was at liberty to forbid thefc 
different lodges within his own dates; but that, with re- 
fped to all others, they could not attempt to curtail the 
Germanic liberty. All that the Emperor could obtain was 
a decree for the abolition of thofe aflbciations of fchool- 
boys. This decree not only left the greit adepts in full 
pofleffion of their lodges, but was alfo unattended to in 
moil of the colleges, where Illuminifm continued to mate 
the moft awful progrefs.* 

f So late at February laft (1798) the magiftrates of Jena* 
were obliged to puniih about a dozen fcholars, who, formed 
into an arfociation calling themfclves /imcifts, were under the 
direction of the adepts. To prepare thefc youths for the mys- 
teries of Illuminifm, their fecret fuperiors reprefented the oath 
appropriated to thi3 aftbeiation as the moft facred engagement 
that could be taken and the leaft violation of it as being imme- 
diately followed by the moll terrible punishments. — They were 
then queftioned, whether they were fufficiently enlightened to 
believe that they could, without fcruple y break the oath which 
they had fworn to the fuperior or the college, never to engage 
in any fecret focietyj— whether they believed themfeives luffi- 
ciently virtuous to accufe themfeives alone, and no other per- 
fon, in cafe the magiftrates fhould punifh them for a breach of 
that oath ; — whether they thought themfeives fufficiently cou- 
rageous to continue in the aflbciation, though they mould be 
compelled to abjure it. — The Illuminee who had queftioned 
them, if tatisfied with their anfwers, gave them the Code of the 
Amicifts % and therein they learned that they and their afloci- 
a:es formed a ft ate within tkeftate ; that they had laws of their 
§wn according to which they judged of affairs that were beyond 
their fphere ; and this required the moft profound fecrecy ; that 
fhould feveral of them hereafter meet in the fame town, they 
fhould eftablifh a lodge, and do all that lay in their power to 
propagate the fociety 5 that if they were perchance to change 
their place of habitation (which mould be only done in fome 
extraordinary cafe , they fhould then correfpond with their 
own lodge, while the fecretary was to hold correfpondence 
with the other lodges, making his return of the name, quality, 
and country of every new candidate ; that they would obey 
the fuperiors of the Order, fuccor their brethren, and procure 
advancement for them ; in fliort . they were to he ready tofacri* 
fice their lives and fortunes for the Order. 

Several ofthefe young Amicifts* which of all the different 
aflbciations was fuppofed to be the moft innocent, refufed to 
give the lift of the brethren, left they might be inculpated,— 
They, however, declared that the Order comprehended many 
men of quality and of high honor ', magiftrates andperfons in of' 
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While the young Emperor was thus endeavoring t» 
counteract the plots of the Se&, it was confpiring in the 
very heart of the Auftrian ftates to overturn the govern- 
ment. By the death of the Chevalier de Born the Sc£k 
had loft at Vienna one of its chief adepts; this gentle- 
man was powerfully rich, yet at his death nothing but im- 
mcnfe debts appeared, in confluence of the fums be had 
tpent on the propagandifts. Two other adepts, as zeal- 
ous at the lead, and far more enterprizing, had fucceed* 
cd him. Hejenstreit the Lieutenant de place at Vi- 

fae. (Set the Minutes of the Judgment, or the Staats on gelehrte 
zeitung of Hamburgh , No. 45, 13th of March. 

Sappofing that the reader may wifli to know in what Rate 
young men came from thefe Lodges and Colleges, I will here 
quote an an example from the notes I have received from Ger- 
many. "At the time I am writing this (July 13th 1794) at 
'* the Baths, four leagues from Hanover, there relides here a 
** young man who arrived a few days fince from the unirerfity 
44 of Jena, where he was educated. It is the reigning Count 
*' Plattenberg, one of the richeft noblemen of Germany, aged 
** 24, of Catholic parents, and a nephew of Prince Kaunitz, 
u the minitter. In confequence of the principles imbibed by 
41 this young Count at the univerfity of Jena, he drefles in the 
*' complete ftyle of a democrat, and affecls the uncouthnefs of 
" their manners. He would have his fervant tit next to him 
* at the table d'hote but it w|s not permitted. This young 
*' Egatitf goes about tinging the Caira and MarfcilUis Hytnn % 
** with other youths whom he gathers together. Don't let 
44 this be taken in the light of an anecdote only relating to m 
** thought left individual, his f* iy is the reigning folly offu- 
•' dints in all the umverfities of Germany ; and this foil j is the 
• 4 produce of thofe doclrines taught by the prof ejfors t <w6ile ge- 
•' vernments pay no attention to them % % * 

The fame notes (and they are written by a Proteftant) re- 
prefent the univerjity ef Halle in Saxony, where the greater 
pan of the King of Pruflia's fubjecls go to finifli their educa- 
tions, as in a ft ate fimilar to that of Jena. In April 1704 the 
chiefs of the commiflion of religion of Berlin, M. M. Hermes 
and ft timer, went, by order of the King of Pruffa, to vifit the 
Lutheran college at Halle, and they difapproved of many things 
that were going on. The ftudents received them with the cry 
of Pereant (let them periih), and obliged them to feek their 
fafety in flight. Their minilters of religion are expofed to fimi- 
lar infults. Dogs are fei at them when preaching, and indecen- 
cies take place in the churches that would not be fuffered in 
the llreets. " The Mumi/tees tbemfthts publijb thefe abomina- 
4i thns, ^that their pupils the Amicifls may be induced to a& 
4t »n a fimilar manner." Such is the education of youth where 
the ite& predominates. 
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•nna, was one; and the other was Meh alovich, an ex- 
capuchin of Croatia, whom Jofeph II. had imprudently 
taken from the cloifters, and had given him a living in 
Hungary, in recompenc* for the difpofitions he had mown 
to fecond the Emperor in his pretended reforms in the 
church. A number of other adepts had joined thefe two 
confpirators, among whom we may diftinguifh the Cap- 
tain Billeck) mathematical profeflbr at the Academy of 
Neuftadt, the Lieutenant Kiedel^ the profeflbr of philo- 
fophy Branftdter^ the ftupid, but rich merchant, Hacked 
and finally ff'oljiciny one of thofe adepts whom the Se£t 
had contrived to fend on a revolutionary miflion through- 
out Europe at the Emperor's expenfe, under pretence of 
acquiring knowledge in the veterinary art, of which he 
has fince been created pKofeffor. 

The reader may judge of the number and importance 
of the confpirators by the plan that was agreed upon \tt 
1795. Thro* their influence at court, they found means 
ot forming a garrifon in Vienna of fubftantial and honeft 
citizens little accuftomed to bear arms. They had fele&- 
cd them from this clafs, and had got an order to compel 
them into this fort of duty, under pretence of the immi- 
nent danger of the State. Always pretending that they 
had the orders of the Emperor, they treated thefe new- 
raifed corps with unheard of feverity, in hopes of indis- 
pofing them againft the court by the time that their re- 
volutionary plots fhould be ready for execution. The po- 
pulace was in their hands, and daily became more attach- 
ed to their caufe, in confequence of their being excluded 
from the new-raifed corps, and by making them partake 
of the large fums diftributed among a banditti who were 
to be put in poifeflion of the arfenal on the day of inlur- 
re&ion. On that day the infurredtion was to he genera), 
during which Hebenjireit y followed by a banditti, was to 
fecure th« perfon of the Emperor; other detachments of 
the banditti were to take poflefHon of the arfenal, and poft 
themfelves on the ramparts. The perfon of the Emperor 
being in their hands, the confpirators were to oblige him 
to fign the Code of the Rights of Man \ that is to hy t 
certain edicts ready prepared, by which the rights of all 
nobility and great proprietors were to be annulled; all 
were to be declared equal and free; and the fovereignty 
of the people proclaimed. Thefe edicts were to be fent 
into the Provinces in the name of the Emperor, juit as if 
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he had enjoyed his liberty. Every outward appearance of 
refpelt for his perfon was to be preferved; in (hort, he* 
was to have been treated j a ft as the gaoler La Fayette had 
treated the unfortunate Lewis XVI. It is not known, 
whether the Aqua T t ophana was to be adminiftered in fuch 
a dofe as to i/7/, or to Jlupify; it even appears, that the 
young prince was to be kept as a hoftage; but in all cas- 
es, he was only to be reftored to his freedom after the peo- 
ple had been well accuftomed to the new reign of Equa- 
lity and Liberty, and had acquired pofleffion of the eftates 
of the Nobility in fuch a manner that all reftitution of pro- 
perty, or revival of the ancient conftitution, would be ren- 
dered impoffible. All the preparatory fteps had been tak- 
en ; the Catechifms of the Rights of Man, and the moft 
incendiary performances, had been profufely difper&d in 
the villages and cottages. Female adepts in the ftyle of 
the adepts Necker .mil Stael made their appearance. The 
Countefs of Marchowich diftinguifhsd herfclf by the zeal 
fhe fhowed in diftnbuting the new Catecbifm. The fa- 
tal day was drawing near, when a moft fingular ciicum- 
ftance led to the difcovery of the whole plot. 

While the ex-capuchin Mehalovich was out one day, 
a domeftic playing with one of his fellow-fcrvants, took 
into his head to put on the capuchin habit which his mas- 
ter had preferved among his cloaths, when all on a fud- 
den Mehalovich knocked at the houfe-door. The fer- 
vant, who did not underftund the nature of the habit, 
could not get it off again, fo fent his comrade to open the 
door, and hid himfclf under the bed. Mehalovich came 
in with Hebenftreit and Hatkel\ they thought themfclves 
fecurej the (ervant overheard their whole convention; 
it related entirely to the confpiracy that was to break out 
in three days. Hebenftreit renewed the confpirator's oath, 
on his fword. Mehalovich took five hundred thoufand flo- 
rins, which were hidden in a harpfichord, and gave them 
to him for the execution of the plan; and no fooner did 
they leave the room, than the fervant got from under the 
bed, and difcovered the whole plot to the Minifters of the 
State. 

The councils were immediately called in eonfequence 
of fo important a difcovery, and the chief confpirators were 
arretted on the day preceding the intended explofion.— 
Hebenftreit was handed at Vienna \ Mehalovich, with fe- 
ven Hungarian gentlemen, his accomplices were behead- 
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ed atPrefburg; and many others were condemned to ex* 
ile, or to perpetual imprifonment. 

The King of Pruffia had fimilar confpiracies to guard Iq Prtf&u 
againft at Berlin. The papers of £*v*//*r-Leuchfering, 
which had been feiaed, had already warned William III. 
of the confpiracy that was brewing in the Lodges; but 
in the month of November, 1792, a new plot was con- 
triving. The fignal agreed upon for the general infurrec- 
tion was, the fetting fire to two huufes in different quar- 
ters of the town. T}n the day appointed the two houfes 
were really fet on fire. The brethren expected that the 
troops in garrifon would be immediately fent, as was cus- 
tomary, to extinguifh the flames and keep order. While 
abfent from their polls the rebels were to feize on them, 
arid let their banditti loofe. Happily the Governor Ge-r 
jieral M Ollendorff had been informed of the plot. He 
commanded the troops to remain at their ports $ the con- 
spirators, finding their plans had been difcovered, did no$ 
dare to fhow themfelves. The incendiaries were arretted, 
the plot failed, and William HI. preferved his Crown. 

Having acquired certain knowledge of the views of the 
confpirators, and of their connection with the French Ja- 
cpbins, this Prince, as every reader would fuppofe, ought 
to have (hewn more conftancv in the caufe of Royalty 
againft Jacobinifm. Court jealoufies, and differing inte- 
refts, that perpetually keep the cabinets of Vienna and 
Berlin at variance, may have led him to agree to a paci- 
fication with the fworn enemies of every power; but,on the 
other hand, it is difficult to account for the great fway which 
thofe very men mull have had in his dec i lions, whofe dis- 
organizing principles be fo much detefted. The reader 
has feeq the adepts of the modern Spartacus concealing 
themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry; he hasobferved 
PAiTp-Knigge promifing difcoveries that would give the 
Se& fovereign fway over credujous minds. Unfortunate- 
ly for Frederic William III. he had become a member of 
one of thofe Lodges which the Illuminees, under the cloak 
of Roficrucians, had converted into one of their theatres 
of impoftwe; and the following is an account given me 
by a learned Prqteftant Minifter, who had had frequent 
conventions with his Pruffian Majefty on the fubjed of 
Freemafonry. He informs me, that to diveft his Majefty 
of any refpect he might have for the Scripture, thefe Ro- 
ficrucians fucceeded in making him believe that the Bible 
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and Gofpel of the Chriftians were deficient; thai a fa/ 
fu peri or dextrine was to be found in the facred books of 
Enoch and of Seth y fuppofed to be loft, but which they 
pretended to have exclusively in their pofleffion. Had it 
been pofiible to undeceive the king, the demonftrations 
adduced by our learned correspondent muft have done lb, 
fince he invited his Majefty to read thofe pretended book* 
of Ermch and Seth y or thofe apocryphal rhapfodies which 
thefe impoftors ottered to him as fo precious, fo fecret, and 
fo rare, but which had long fince been printed in Fabric 
cius's Cdletlion. His Majefty feemed to be convinced of 
the impofture of thefe empirical myftifiers; but curiofity 
is weak, and the Roficrucians regain their afcendency un- 
der the pretence of apparitions. So notorious was the cre- 
dulity of the Pruffian Monarch on this (core, that in 1792, 
at the fair of Leipfic, were fold waiftcoats called the Ber* 
tin Jtfus waijl coats (Berlini/ebe J-cfus weJUn) y in me- 
mory of the brethren having on a fudden announced the 
apparition of Chrift; and the King afking how he was 
drcfTed, they anfwered, in a fcarlet waijtcoaty with black 
facing s ^ and golden trejfes. If I am to credit what I have 
learnt through the fame channel, William II L defer ved to 
be impofed upon in fo humiliating a manner , for the great 
influence thefe impoftors had acquired over his mind, not 
only proceeding from their magic am y but from their flat- 
tering his paflions and propeniity for the fair fcx. They 
carried their impudence fo far, as to tell him, that Chrift 
had granted him permijjion to have twelve wive sat once* 
The moft famous of his miftrefles was a Madame de 
Rciz, afterwards created Countefs of Lichtenau. Had 
the matters that appeared on her trial been made public, 
fome light might have been thrown on her fuppofed un- 
derftanding with the French Jacobins, from whom fee is 
faid to have received rich prefents,and with Bifchofswer- 
dtr, who is now occupied, as we are told, in very differ- 
ent projects. We might then have k arned how to recon- 
cile that real hatred which William had conceived for the 
Jacobins, and the perfonai courage he has feown in com- 
bating them, with the peace he made precifely at the time 
when his armies could moft efficacioufty have co-operat- 
ed for their deftruclion. But his fucceflbr has thought pro- 
ber to commit to the flames the minutes of this trial, 6y- 
r *ng> that he would not read them, left por/ons, who might 
y tftill be ufeful to him y fhould be implicated in tbefe in- 
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trigues. Some princes might have thought ft prudent to 
read them, that they might learn who were the peribns 
that could (till do them much miichief. Without pretend* 
in? to comment on the deftroying of this monument of 
hiftory, we are happy to fay that William IV. has inhe- 
rited from his predeceffor all his hatred for the Se&, with-r 
cut any of his weaknefies. The Freemafons of Berlin 
went fo far as to alk to have their Lodges confirmed by 
letters patent ; but the King difmifled them, faying, that 
in {bowing fuch a marked favor to them, he would be 
wanting in his duty to his other fubje&s, and that they 
wouid find prote&ion as long as they did not trouble the 
public peace. The Mafons, we may be lure, in return, 
promifed to be moft faithful fubje&s to his Majefty. ■ 
They made limilar promifes during the reign of the late 
dicing j yet I have feen very honeft Mafons in London who 
were much alarmed at the language they heard in the 
Pruffian Lodges, and that but a (bort time before the 
death of William III. By their account the language of 
the Mafons was as frantic to the full as that of the Paris 
Jacobins: a When {ball we be delivered from the tyranti 
u When (ball we follow the example of our brethren at 
u Paris ? Is it not high time for us to fbow ourfel ves wor- 
u thy of Equality, and Liberty, and true Mafons?" Such ' 
expreifions, with many others far more offenfive to the 
dignity and perfon of the king, were not in the mouths of 
fome few brethren only; but whole Lodges were feized 
with the phrenzy, which raged moft violently among the 
adepts who were conne&ed with the French. Nor is it a 
^trivial circumftance, or to be overlooked, that has ta- 
ken place in the Lodge of Berlin calling itfelf The Roy- 
#1 York.— -Public feme has informed the world, that this 
Lodge has eftablifhed within itfelf a Dire&ory y a Se- 
nate of Ancients, and a Senate oj Younger s, modelled on 
the aftual Government of France. How far this revolu- 
tion in the Lodge is to contribute towards, or denote the 
impatience with which the members thirft after the uni- 
verfal revolution which the Pentarques are endeavoring to 
operate, I (hall not pretend toafcertain; but this much I 
can pofitively affert, that the auxiliaries of the Paris bro- 
therhood are not confined to the Lodges. They have their % 
brethren, fent from Paris, in the'Pruifian armies. On the 
one hand, thefe foldiers are paid by his Pruffian Majefty 
to maintain his throne \ on the other, they are paid by the 
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Pentarques to corrupt the Pruffian regiments, and teach 
them to revolt againft the throne. The generofity of the 
Jacobins is fo great* that the wives of thefe difguifed apos- 
tles are penfioned in France. Every one knows, that the 
arch- confpira tor Syeyes is gone to Berlin in a diplomatic 
chara&er* Should his miffion be ever accompliflied, thert 
will the hiftorian have to expliin conquefts fimilar to thofe 
df Italy. Germany would certainly have long fince fallen 
a prey to Ilium inifm had the plots formed met with fuc- 
cefs. 

Tired of fuch partial treafons, that only threw a fingle 
town or a province into the hands of the enemy, the fe- 
nate of the adepts, at that time holding its fittings at Vi- 
enna, had, as early as 1793, either digefted a plan them- 
felves, or received one, in thirty articles, that was to re* 
volutionize the whole empire at the fame inftant. — Let- 
ters, poft-paid as far as iEgra, were already difpatched for 
Gotha, Weimar, Drefdjn, and a hundred fuch town^ 
fixing the day of general infurre&ion for the firft of No- 
vember, inviting brethren and citizens to arm on that 
great day, though it were only with knives; to affemble 
in the fquares of the towns, or in the fields without; to 
form into centuries, and to eledt chiefs; to feizt on the 
public revenue^ on the arfenals, on tht powder magazims 3 
vnd on the members of government In compliance with 
the fame plan, a National Affembly was to rear its bead 
infome town of the empire on the fame day^ and the breth- 
ren in infurre&ion were to fend their deputies to it. Thefe 
letters were fent during the month of O&ober \ and hap- 
pily for the ftate, a fufficient quantity of them were fdz- 
cd to counteract the effe&s of the confpiracy. The Scdt 
confoled itfelf in the idea that ten years would not elapfe* 
as Mauvillon had declared, before all Germany would be 
revolutionized. The adepts, indeed* are fo very nume- 
rous, that it is almoft incredible that the revolution has not 
already taken place; and the only way of accounting for 
it, is by confidering the inert difpoiition of the people, 
who cannot be eafily thrown into that ftrong effervefcence 
neceflary for an explofion. 

The letters from that country complain bitterly of the 
progrefs of Illuminifm. To give my reader the means of 
judging how it comes to pals, that princes, who are the 
beft acquainted with the views of the Se&, continue to 
tolerate them, I will tran fcribe the following paflages from 
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the memorials which I have received from Germany, and 
Which have been confirmed by fcveral well-informed per- 
sons: " One of the Sovereigns of Germany, who has the 
" moft wit, the Duke of Brunfwick, has buffered, under 

* the aufpices of Campe, Mauvillon^ and Trappy three 
<l famous Illuminees, both his capital and his ftates to be- 
u come the public fchool of irreligion and Jacobinifm.— 
** This might lead us to believe* that the prince was him- 
14 fclf tainted with thofe principles, but it would be ca^ 
u lumny to fuppofe it, for he only tolerates thefe rafccds 
« c that he may not fall a vi&im to their plots. Suppof$ng I 
u was to fend them away y faid hotkey would only go elfe- 

" where and calumniate me. A league ought to be enter* • 
.** ed into by the German prince J, to fuffer them in no pat t 
M of the empirt." 

Meanwhile, till fuch a league is agreed upon, there are 
other governments, in that country, that permit the laft 
mvfteries of Uluminifm to be taught publicly. " At Jena, 

* in Saxony, for example, a profeilbr is permitted to teach 
u publicly, that governments are contrary to the laws of 
<c reafon and of humanity ; and, confequently, that, in 
lc twenty, fifty* or a hundred years time, not a govern* 
« ment will exift."* 

To go ftill farther; few of the German princes will 
permit writers to combat either the Se& or its doctrines* 
A fociety of men of unblemifiied principles, (if we may 
judge bytheir publication, the Eudemonia, right genius) 
had confecrated their labors in that journal to the un~ 
mafking of the intrigues, cunning, and principles^ of the 
Illuminees. Not a fingle prince encourages this publica- 
tion; feveraj have prolcribed it in their ftate, while the 
moft Jacobinical publications are allowed a free circular 
tion. The Eudemonia has juft been forbidden in the A us* 
trian States, under the fpecious pretext, that its object and 
views are good, but that it makes principles known that 
are not fufficiently refuted- As a proof, however, that 
they were much better refuted than the Illuminees could 
wi(h, we need only obferve, that the Gazette Litteraire 
of Gotha, the leading paper of the Se£t, announced the 
prohibition before it was even known at Vienna. — The 
reader will be lefs furprized at the artfulnefs of the pre- 
text, when he learns, that two of the cenfors } who are to 

* Memoirs on Jacobinifm in Germany. Anno 1794* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



?|{{ antisocial conspiracy; 

fronounce on the literary productions, are the well-known 
lluminees SonnenfeU and Rttzer, who, had it been fort 
journal of another ftamp,*would have reclaimed the li- 
berty of the prefe id its favor. 

We muft now turn our attention to a new fpecies of 
Jacobins who are making an amazing progrefs in Ger- 
many. Thefe ate the difciples of a Dodor Ka»t, who> 
fifing from darknefs, and from the chaos of his Catego* 
ries, proceeds to reveal the myfteries of his CofinopoK* 
tifai. According to this fyftem, — I. It is melancholy to 
be obliged to feck, in the hopes of another world, for the 
end and deftiny of the human fpecies.-<-Il. It is not of 
• man, condu&cd by reafon, as it is of brutes led by tnftinA. 
The former has each for his end the developement of aH 
his faculties; while, in the latter, the end is accomplish- 
ed in each individual brute. Among men, on the contra- 
ry, the end is for the fpecies, and not for the individual; 
for the life of man is too fbort to attain the perfection and 
the complete developement of his faculties. In the clafi 
of man, all the individuals pafs andperijh\ the fpecies a* 
kne furvivesy and is alone immortal.— AM. With refped 
to man again, the end of (he fpecies cannot be accom- 
plifhed ; that is to fay, his faculties Can only be entirely 
developed in the mofl per f eft flat e of fociety.—W . That 
perfect ttate of fociety would be a general confederacy of 
the inhabitants of the earth, fo united together, that dis- 
tentions, jealoufies, ambition, or wars, would never be 
heard of. — V, Thoufends and thoufands of years may c* 
laple before this happy period of perpetual peace may 
come j but, u whatever may be the idea conceived of the 
44 free exercife of our will, it is neverthelefs fortain y that 
a the apparent refult of that volition, the actions of man^ 
44 are> as well as all the other fa fts of nature, determined 
u by general laws" — This nature proceeds with a flow 
but certain ftep toward its object. Vices, virtues, fciences, 
the d Mentions of mankind, are in her hands, but the Aire 
and infallible means by vthich (he leads the human fpecies 
from generation to generation to the moil perfcdl ftateof 
civilization. — Sooner or later the epoch of the general 
confederation, of univerial peace, mult come; neverthe- 
lefs, even at that period, the human fpecies will have pro* 
ceeded but half way towards its perfection.* — I know 

* Plan of a General Hiftory in a Cofmopolitical View, by 
Kant. $*t The Spetiateurdu Nerd* April 179$. 
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Hot whether this do&rineer Kant will inform us in what 
the other half of the way toward perfection confifts ; but, 
in the meantime, his^difciples who are dailv increafing, 
tell us, u that Europe muft neceflarily diflblve itfelf into 
w as maov republics as there are now monarchies; and 
« then only will the human fpecies (how itfelf in all its 
" ftrength and grandeur j then people incapable of go- 
a verning will no longer be fcen at the head of nations; 
a they will then rife to that highjlate of perfection at 
a prefent attained by the French nation, where birth is 
€< nothing, but genius and talents every thing"* Other 
adepts, however, perfectly underftand what is alluded to 
by the other halfway toward perfection; and thefe ac- 
knowledge man only to be in a ftate of perfection when 
he recognizes no other mafter but himfelf, no other law. 
but his reafon. In (hort, it is man according to the pro* 
feffor of Jena, it is the Magnus of Weilhaupt or of Ba- 
bceuf.f 

Notwithstanding the different methods of proceeding, 
it is eafy to fee that the fyftem of Kant, at prefent Pro- 
feflbr at Konigfberg, ultimately leads to the feme end as 
that of Weijhaupt, heretofore Profeflbr at Ingolfladt.— 
The feme hatred for revelation is to be found in both, as 
well as the fame fpirit of impiety, which cannot broolc 
the idea of a world to come, where all deluiion muft ceafe 
in the prefence of the Creator, and where the end of man* 
and of the human fpecies will be proclaimed at the tri- 

* Memoir* of the State of Jacobinism in Germany. 

f ! was not put to the trouble of reading Doctor Kant's works 
in German. Mr. Nitfcb has publifhed a fort of analyfis of them 
in Englifh. Thofe who might tremble at the idea of bewilder- 
ing themfelves in his chaos of Categories may read the account 
given them in the Brkifh Critic* Auguft 1796; and the reader 
may eafily judge of the abfurdity of the arguments which the 
PmfEan Doctor heaps up agaiofLthe very poffibility of revela- 
tion. A Doctor WiUieh has lately thown himfelf a rival of Niuich 
in proclaiming the glorious feats of this profeflbr of darknefs. 
I have perufed the analyfis that Dr. Willich has given us, and 
the praifes bellowed 00 the projeft of g perpetual peace. I cou d 
not underftand why he would only give the title of the work 
that relates chiefly to that point, I mean of that very treatife 
whence Doctor Kant's principles on Cofmopolitifm have been 
extracted. Was the difciple afraid that it would have expofed 
the doctrines of his mafter too much, and opened the eyes of 
the Englifh reader on this flan of perpetual peace, and on the 
drift of bis whole fyftem of Cofmopolitifm I 
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bunal of a remunerating and avenging God. Kant and 
Wcift.aupt, with fimilar pretenfions to fuperior genius, 
are equally baffled in their attempts^ falling into the mod 
voluntarily abfurd propofitions, that leave the prefcnt ge- 
neration no other confutation in its affti&ions, than die 
einpty dream of the imaginary happinefs of thofe future 
Cofmopolites, who, in thoufands and thoufands of years, 
are, as we arc told, to inhabit this earth. In both we may 
obfcrve that fame hypocrifv pretending to great fcnfibility 
and virtue; pretending not to know, that every individual 
who (hall be perfuaded that he is not born for any fixed 
or perfonal end, will foon lhape his conduS according to 
his views or to his pleafures, and will little regard the fu- 
ture Cofmopolites, their univerfal peace, or the happinefs 
that is to be fpread over the earth twenty or thirty ages 
after his death. The fame inept fatalifm is taught by theoi 
both, wifhing to reprefent nature as a£Hng exa&ly as it 
pleafes, in fpite uf our volition, and prevailing over our 
paflions by its general laws\ and neverthelefs reprefent 
mankind as flow in feconding the grand object of Na- 
ture, juft as we were free to accelerate or to retard its 
views by our aclions. The only difference that can be 
perceived between thefe two prototypes of German Ja- 
cobinifm, is, that the one at Konigfberg envelopes his 
views in a pacific cant; while the other, in his myfteries, 
animates and infuriates his Epopts, teaching that the day 
is not far diftant when the adepts are to refort to force, in 
order to crufh and ftifle every thing thatfhould dare to 
refift them. But notwitbftanding the pacific cant of the 
former, his doctrines alfo make his hearers thjrft after that 
great day when the children of Equality and Liberty are 
to reign. His colleagues in the univeriities do not teach 
his principles with his coolnefs » the difciples become vio- 
lent; the Jacobins finile; and as the fyftem fpreads, the 
offspring of both thefe teachers unite and form alliances in 
their tenebrous abodes. Under pretence of this perpetual 
peace that is to be enjoyed by future generations, they 
have begun by declaring a war of cannibals againft the 
whole univerfe; nor is there to be found fcarcely one of 
their offspring, that is not ready to betray his country, his 
laws, and his fellow-citizens, to ere& that Cofmopolitan 
Empire announced by the Profeflbr Kant, or to enthrone 
the Man-king of the modern Spartacus. 

Such is the ftate of the Sec) in Germany: It fways the 
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Clubs, the Lodges, the literary Societies, the Dicajleres^ 
or Offices of Government, and even Princes. It ap- 
pears under variegated forms and names; but, however 
thefe may differ, it fteipetually keeps that unhappy coun- 
try in a ftafe of crifis. Every throne is undermined by a 
volcano that menaces explufion whenever a favorable mo- 
ment (hall offer. 

Why will not truth permit me to declare, that the con- In 
fpiring Sed has refpeded that nation which, content with England* 
the ^ifdom, and Jiving happy under the fliield of its laws, 
niuft naturally have been adverfe to, and conftant in re- 

felling the diforganizing plots and baneful myfteries of 
lluminifm? But have we not feen that Miniiter of Pet- 
kam, Rontgen, fent to London under the prote£tion of 
a great Prince ? Nor is he the only apoftle of Weifbaupt 
ih it has croffed the feas in hopes of illuminizing England* 
The very name of Xaverius Zwack in thefe Memoirs re- 
called $o the minds of many perfons the (lay which tha$ 
famous adept of Illuminifm made during a whole year at 
Oxford, juft after his flight from Bavaria. The exa&nefs 
of his description, taken from the Original Writings, left 
not the lead fbadow of doubt as to the perfon of the Cato 
of Illuminrfnif This has made people undcrftand the real 
motives that induced this adept to make that famous town 
his habitation^ though he pretended to have been attract- 
ed thither by the fame of its fcience, Neither the place nor 
the times, however, were propitious to his million, nor to 
principles that entailed upon him the juft contempt of the 
do&ors. Mr, Hornfby, who had entrufted him with fome 
djfeoveries in aftronomy, will now underftand how this 
adept could barefacedly publiifa them in Germany as the 
offspring of his own genius. This will alfo explain why 
the Cato of Illuminifm, who was defpifed at the univerfi- 
fy, and nearly expelled, never returned, though he only 
pretended a fbort abfenceto the Continent. Other apos- 
tles have fucceeded him in his million j and, in gratitude 
for the afylum which this nation has granted us, I mult 
declare, that the miffionaries of Weifhaupt have not been 
foiled in all their attempts. 

When Mr. Robifon publifhed his affertion that cer- 
tain Mafonic Lodges had been tainted by the illuminizing 
brotherhood, patnptifm naturally exclaimed that it was 
jmpoffibh. Men who have inftitutcd themfelves into a 
fort of tribunal of public opinion called upon this refpec- 

Ss 
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table writer to produce his proofs. I know not what the 
anfwer of Mr. Robifon was* all I know is, that he might 
have replied > u When peribns who are entitled to ques- 
tion me (hall do lb, I will anfwer.'* — To thofe who may 
wifh to quell ion me, I will fay, that there are circum- 
ftances which may forbid me to anfwer ' r it is fufficient 
that thofe who watch for the fafety of the nation (hould 
be informed of them, that they may take precautions to 
counteract the Sect; belides, are there not many hiftori- 
cal truths, that cannot be proved in a court ofjuflice? 

I make thefe obfervations with the more affurance, as 
Government mod certainly have the competent proofs in 
their hands, which their wifdom, neverthclefs,. has kept 
fecrct. — I make them, becaufe Mr. Robifon has fpoken 
with fufficient clearneis, in his Appendix, and in his Notes* 
to (how that he was but too well informed when he f^oke 
of the intrufton ofllluminifm into certain Engl iih and 
. Scotch Lodges, withouf being obliged to particularize the 
Lodges. But he certainly acted prudently in not expos- 
ing himfclf to the fate of the celebrated Zimmerman, v»ho> 
as aii the world knows, fell, in fimilar circumfrances, a 
victim to the Illuminec Philo-Kri\gge' % not becaufe he 
had accufed him unjuftly, but that legal evidence was 
wanting to prove that Philo and Knigge were names ap- 
plicable to the fame perfon; a fact now fo clear both by 
his own works and thofe of the adepts* They who have 
thus attempted to brand Mr. Robifon with the name of 
calumniator, would have done well to reflect on the ma- 
ny means employed by the Sect to influence fuch a judg- 
ment; that it is a (landing law of the Sect, that where 
an author of merit cannot be gained over* be is to be dis- 
credited by every means poj[ible\ and moft certainly be 
has a glorious title to the hatred of the Sect. I willingly 
confefs, that it would have given me great pleafure, had 
it been confonant with prudence, that Mr. Robifon had 
published all his proofs, as I am perfuaded that many of 
thofe perfons who have been fo hafty and intemp. rate in 
their judgments, would have voted him thanks f©r the fer- 
vice he has rendered to his country, actuated, as I fuppofe 
them to be, with the fame zeal for its happinefs, but not 
equally informed as to the dangers with which it is me- 
naced, 

Nothwithftanding the variance that is to be found be- 
tween that refpeiUble author and myfelf in fome articles, 
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{particularly on the Catholic religion,* and on the Jefu- 
its, whom be might have reprefented in different colours, 

* I do not here pretend to refute the religions prejudices of 
•certain writers againft the Catholics : But what has the French 
Revolution to do with confefEon, with monaftic vows, with 
indigencies, or the jurisdiction purely fpiritual of the Pope, 
and articles of frith a nature? The proof that thefe objecls 
were far from contributing to the Revolution is, that the Ja- 
•cobrns fpare no paTns to dettroy them. — In a hook combating 
the Jacobins, what can induce a writer to vent his fpleen a- 
.gain ft the fteoeis of a Catholic? I might fey to many writers 
who have been guilty of this moft extraordinary imprudence, 
Begin, at lealt, gentlemen, by making yourfelves acquainted 
With our tenet*, and then fee whether we are able to defend 
them To others I would fay, For God's fake let us expofe our 
-belief ourfelves, let us fay what we do and what we do not be- 
lieve. I he defeu.ee you may with the beft intentions fet up for 
-us, may be more hurtful than beneficial toourcaufe. Mr. Ro- 
bifon, no doubt, thought that he was fpeaking in favor of the 
church of France, when he laid, that that church had long 
fince eftablifhed its independence of the Court of Rome. If by 
the Court of Rome he means the temporal dominion of the 
Pope, the French had no great trouble in eftabliihing fuch an 
independence, as it never recognized any fuch dominion ; if he 
means the purely fpiriruai jurifdiclion of the Pope, neither our 
"Catholic Bifhops, Clergy, nor Laity, ever wimed to throw it 
off. They all continue to believe what they always have be- 
lieved, that the Pope, as fucceflbr of St. Peter, has the juris- 
diction as iirft pallor over the Church of France, as he has o- 
ver all others. Every one knows, that this jurifdidion of the fo- 
vereign Pontiff is held in our faith as an efTential point of the 
•hierarchy eilablifhed by Chrift; but every one alfo knows, ihat 
-thejurildiclion of the Pope, as weH as that of all Bifhops, is 
not of this world ; that it 4pes not militate in any way with 
the duties we own to our fovereigns ; that it can never abfolve 
u$ from the fidelity and fubmiffion which we owe to the laws 
of the State I. therefore, here proreft againft all thole who 
may choofe to interpret the efteem I have declared to entertain 
•for Mr. Robifbn's work as alluding to thofe parts of it that are 
abfoluteiy contrary to my faith. On this occalion alfo I beg to 
obferve, that in the cafe of the prefent Revolution both Pro- 
teftants and Catholics mould unite, and lay a fide their preju- 
dices againft each other, to combat the impicy of the Jaco- 
bins, asrhciraim is to annihilate the religions of both. Befide 9 
what party has a right to boaft, when the revolution is conlid- 
*red; Spartacus-We\ftui\ipi and CW^Zwack were two apos- 
tate Catholics — /Vv'/o-Knigge and Ludan-KicoWi two apos- 
tate Proteftants — Thomas Paine an apoilate Anglican- In 
France, the Catholic citizens of Paris, the Protectant citizens 
of Nifmes ; in Ireland, large portions of a Catholic populace 
organized into a revolutionary atnry under Protcftant chiefs. 
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h*d he had, a& we have, the whole hiftory of their pretend 
ed Mafonry before him, a mere fi&km of the IHumineed 
to dupe the Mafons, and avert the attention of the public 
from the true confpirators); notwithstanding this vari* 
aiKe, I (hall never hefitate to acknowledge, that he is en* 
titled to the thanks of his fellow-Countrymen for having 
denounced a confpiracy that threatens this, as much as ft 
does any other nation; I {hall always bear willing tefti- 
rnony to the jufHce of his caufe, to the ardor of his zeal* 
and to the uprightnefs of his intentions. Meanwhile, tiU 
be may judge it proper to pubiifh his proofs on the lllu* 
minifm of certain Englifh Mafonic Lodges, I {hall men- 
tion a few circumftances that have come to my know-* 
ledge. 

To my certain knowledge* there are two meri in Kng* 
land Who have been tampered with by the Apoftles of II- 
luminifm. One of thefe, who belongs to the Navy^ ftill 
preforves that honeft indignation which muft naturally 
arife in an upright heart at f eing itfelt fo atrocioufly du- 
ped by an Infinuator* who, under pretence of initiating 
him into the fecrets of Mafonry, was plunging him head 
foremoft into Illuminifmi The other, a man of great 
merits who might have known more had he not difcover- 
ed his real fentiments; but his letters bear teftimony of 
the following particulars i 

Of thofe books which {how the multitude of Illuminl- 
zed Lodges, there is one bearing the titbof Paragrafin% 
and it is often put into the hands of certain candidates by 
the Infinuators. In this produ&ioti we may fee the tra*. 
veiling adept Zimmerman boaftirtg of having 1 11 u mini ted 
Lodges in England, juft as he had done in Italy and Hun- 
gary. In fome of thefe Lodges jhe tenets of Illuminiun 
were well received j but of five that have come to my cor* 
refpondent's knowledge, two foon abandoned the myfte* 

In Germany, the llluminees take their origth In a Catholte 
IJniveifity, and all the Lutheran Univerfities ate full of Illu- 
minizing Profeflbrs. Soch confiderations as thefe rtiould cer- 
tainly put an end to reproach on either fide. ,! mud confefs, 
that the Lutherans and Calvinifts with whorn I correfpond in 
Germany are much more candM; they fpare neither fide, and 
6re the fir (I to point out thofe of their own perfuafion who are 
tainted with Illuminifra. They behold the Jacobins as enemiei 
to every religion; and when Jacobinifm is in queftion , they 
wifely confefs die necelKty of uniting all parlies to crulh the 
hydra. 
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t\cs of Che modern Spartatus f the other three are not 
known to have reje&ed them* 

Another apoftle foon fucceeded to Zimmerman ; this 
Was a Do&or Ibiktn> an aflumed name* perhaps, as it was 
cuftomary with the travelling adepts to change theif 
names according to circumftances. Whatever may have 
been the cafe, this Ibiken % an cmiflary of the Eccle&iC 
Lodges of Uluminifm, began by uniting with feme Qua- 
kers. He was afterwards received into Certain Lodges, 
and introduced fome of the preparatory degrees* Ho even 
fucceeded in completely illuminizing fome of the duped 
brethren. He alfo boafted of his fucceffes in Ireland and 
England. He would foretel to his Englifli pupils, that a 
great revolution was about to be operated in the pitiful 
and miferable Mafonry of their country. Thofe to whom 
this language was perfectly unintelligible at the time, have 
told me, that they have perfectly understood his meaning 
fince they have perufed my publication. They have loft 
fight of the Doctor, which was the natural confluence 
of his being admonifhed to depart with his myftenes by 
thofe who watch over the public fafety. 

Another emiflary foon alter appeared, and coming from 
America under the name of Reginhara\ declared him* 
felf an Alfacian, and formerly an Almoner in the French 
navy. He expected to be well received by certain En*. 
glifh Lodges in correfpondence with thofe hehadjuft 
left at Bofton, and which, according to his account, had 
made a furprizingprogrefs fince they had fraternized with 
the brethren that had gone from France to America.—* 
This Reginbard did not appear fo zealous as the other 
apoftles; he even fignified his difguft with a million that 
fo little became his flat ion of life* It was through him 
more particularly that my correfpondent became acquaint- 
ed with the cxiftence of Uluminifm on the banks of the 
Thames. 

This is certainly enough to prove, that the IlluminU 
eation of England was not neglected by the confpiring 
brethren. I will lay more, that notwithftanding the hon- 
orable exception 1 have made in favor of the Englifh 
Lodges, I am no longer furprized to hear of Uluminifm 
being well received by certain Lodges. And here I think 
it neceifary to repeat, that when I made the exception, I 
only meant to fpeak of what is called the National Ma-* 
fonry y rtjiritftd to the firjl thru Dtgrttu I fiiould have 
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been more circumfpefr in my exception, had I known of 
a pamphlet, entitled, Freemasonry: a Word to the 
tVtft. Here, in vindication of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, I fee the moil violent complaints preferred again ft 
the introduction of a variety of degrees, of which, in a po- 
litical point of view, it is certainly the duty of a well-or- 
dered government to reprefs the vice and immorality, the 
impiety of the Roficracians is particularly complained of 
(page 9); and I think that in the courfe of thefe Me- 
moirs 1 have pretty clearly proved, that from the pro- 
found Roficrucian to the myfteries of Weifhaupt there . 
is but a fhort ftep. 

There is aifo extant another work, printed^*? years 
•go, On the Origin and Dodrine of Freemafins. This 
work would have been of the greateft ufe to me had it 
fallen into my hands a little fooner. Let me no longer be 
accufed of having been the firft to reveal, that an impious 
and dilorganizing Equality and Liberty were the grand 
ft cret of the Occult Lodges. The author of this work 
was as pofitive in this aflertion as myfelf, and at that time 
clearly demonftrated it, by following, ftep by ftep, the 
Scotch degrees of Mafonry as they ex i (led in thofe days. 
Time may have changed certain forms; but all the nu- 
merous degrees ftyled philofopbical have not been able to 
9i d an iota to the fytrems at that time followed in the 
Lodges of trie Scoteh Architects* That fpecies of Mafons 
is as bad as the Illuminees. It can fearcely be conceived 
with what art they proceed. As they are ftill extant in 
Great Britain, it is not too late to point the attention of 
the ruling powers toward them. Let us proceed at once 
to their laft myfteries. 

<c When a candidate prefents himfelf to he received a 
* Scotch ArchvUcl, the tyler aflcs him, whether he has a 
<c vocation for Liberty, Equality, Obedience, Courage, and 
u Con/lancy" When the candidate has anfwered lies, he 
is introduced into the interior of the Lodge. Here it is 
no longer the reprefentation of the Temple of Solomon, 
but of five animals, the Fox, the Monkey, the Linn, the 
Pelican, and the Dove. The Signs, and the word Ado- 
nai, being given to the caiuiidate, the orator begins an 
enigmatical difcourfc, of which the following is a part: 
u Graft inefs, DiffimuUition, Courage, Love, Swettnefs* 
a Cunning, imitation, fury, piety, tranquillity; miichiet, 
<( minuckry, cruelty, goodnefs, and friendihip, arc all one 
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« and the fame thing, and are generated in the fame thing. 
44 They feduce, infpirc joy, give rife to forrow, procure 
44 advantage and fcrene days. They are five in number, 
44 and ftill they are but one. Soon— foon — -foon— by him 
44 that was, is now, and ever fliall be, &c. &c." 

44 The remainder of the difcourfe (fays my author) is 
44 in the fame ftrain. However obfeure thefe things may 
44 appear, they are neverthelefs clear as day, if attention 
44 be paid to the figures that denote the chara&er of Free** 
44 mafons. The craftinefs of the Fox denotes the art with 
44 which the Order hides its objecl. The imitation of ' th* 
44 Monkey typifies that fupplenefs of mind, that addrefe 
44 with which the Mafons can accommodate themfelves 
44 to the various talents and taftes of the candidates. The 
44 Lion denotes the ftrength and courage of thofe who 
44 compofe the fociety. The Pelican is the emblem of 
44 the tendernefs that reigns among the brethren. The 
44 peaceable demeanor of the Dove is reprefentative of the 
44 peace of the golden age, or of thofe ferene days that 
44 Freemafons promife to the univerfe." 

The author from whom we made thefe extracts lived 
for a long time with Mafons of this fpecics. He was of- 
ten prefent at their Lodges and councils: He attefTded at 
their deliberations when contriving the means of accom- 
plifhing their plans. He then continues to fpeak of the 
initiation of a Scotch candidate : 44 There is no rule which 
44 ordains, that the object of the Society (hould be made 
4C known to him in clear terms; but only in terms that 
4C would be inefficient to make him wholly underftand 
44 the morality and polity that are univerfally received.— 
44 On the night of his reception they fimply tell him, that 
44 Equality and Liberty among the brethen is the fole ob- 
44 jed of the Society. But fhould the new Architect fhow 
44 figns of a perfect preparednefs for the ultimate myftcry 
44 of the Society, he is then let into the fecret, or rather 
44 informed of the grand objeel of the Society, which is to 
44 reduce all men to a reciprocal Equality, and to 
44 rcinjiate mankind in its natural Liberty. In thort, 
44 after a few days meeting, they openly declare, that tne 
44 expreffion of eflablijhing Equality among men, and of 
4< reinftating mankind in their natural liberty, indifiincl- 
44 ly comprehends all perfons of whatever quality orjta- 
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<c tion the* may £/, without excepting magiftrates> great t 
"crfmall."* 

1 he ceremonies and catechifm of this degree perfedly 
coincide with thefe explanations. In fhort, every thing (b 
clearly demonftrates Equality and Liberty to be the ul- 
timate objedt of their myfteries, that the author attributes 
the origin, or, at leaft, the reftoration of Mafortry to Crom- 
well and his Independents, The author would have Am- 
ply attributed the reiroration to him, had he been ac- 
quainted with the manufcript of Oxford, Inferences of 
the u en. oft importance may be drawn from this work, 
both as to the hiftory of Freemafonry and the intereftsof 
Governments. It is eaiily feen at prefcnt, that the difor- 
ganizing myfteries of the occult Lodges are at leaft an- 
terior to the reign of the French Sophifters, Thefe raajr 
have new-modelled then) after their falhion, and mutti* 

Elied and varied the degrees; but tlieir principles had 
ecn received in the Lodges long before Voltaire wrote, 
i— - The Knight Kadojcb was already extant in the Scotch 
Jrchiteft. When the latter is arfced in his catechifm, 
what he is called, he anfwers cunning zndfsmpU\ the 
fCadofch may anfwer hold and impatient ' t The difference 
lies in the chara&er, and not in the fyftems. This degree 
of Scotch Architect alto explains whence the pre-erai- 
nence of the Scotch Lodges arifes, and Why the Lodges 
of other countries are io defirous of correfponding with 
the mother Lodge called the Lodge Heredomof Kiiwin- 
ningi'm Scotland, It is there that the famous Architect 
Of Equality and Libert) are fuppofed to be the guardians 
of the lail myfteries. It was with this Lodge alfo, that a 
number of French Lodges at Marfeilles, Avignon, Lyons, 
Jloucn, &c. &c, would be affiliated, notwithstanding the 
influence of the Grand Orient of Paris, f 

* Of the Origio of the Free-mafoDS, degree of Architect. 

+ I have in my poffeffion, the original of the patents empow- 
ering a Brother mafon to ereel Lodges under the direction of 
that of Rouen. A Provincial holds hit refideoce at this latter 
place, and is entrufted with the power of judging the lawfuits 
or diflcntions that may arife within his pro?ince ; but when any 
thiim of p rear confequence has happened, it is referred to the 
Lodge of Hertdom for judgment. Had Jofeph II. (ceo this , he 
nvght have called it ao impcrium in irnperio. or an empire 
throughout ail empires. The reader will remark, that the Uc- 
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* In Abort, the #fcovery of this degree of Grand Archie 
$*cJ is of importance to Governments in general, and par? 
ficularly to that of England; for it {hows the dangers tQ 
which a ftate is expofed where, in the midft of thofe breth- 
ren who dedicate themfelves to an innocent Equality, ex- 
ift a number fufficient to tranfmit the Grand Myfteties 
of the Se#. 

Infpiteofall the fccrecy obferved by this fpecies of 
adept, who is there that can view their very exigence in 
any other light than as a perpetual confpiracy againft the 
ftate? How then can we be furprifed if the Muminee* 
found perfons in thefe countries willing to fraternize with 
them, and to combine their plots with thole of the mis- 
fionaries? However pure the generality of the Englifh 
Lodges may be, is not this enough to (how that the moft 
difiiftrous plots may fuddenly burft from the Lodges; and 
that the prefence of virtuous men may only ferve as a 
cloak to the defigns of the wicked ?^-Do not let me be 
told, that the Good counteract the evil intentions of the 
Wicked; for the latter can find means of meeting un- 
known to the former, though the fame Lodge may be an 
afylum for them both. There are Lodges now extant, 
that (to ufe the expreffion of a brother who frequented 
them a few months lincej would not admit a Jingle Aris- 
tocrat. — My reader muft under ftand fuch language ? — . 
There are Lodges the entries to which are perfect laby- 
rinths. The adepts do not go out by the fame houfes as 
they entered; and, the more completely to baffle the vi- 
gilance of the constituted authorities, they have changed 
their dreffes. 

But let us for an inftaht fuppofe, that the Seel could 
make no impreffion on the Englith Lodges, we know that 
Chauvelin and Vandernoot^ on quitting London, left their 
emiffaries behind: public danger is beft probed by pri- 
vate fadls; and the reader will not be furprifed when he 
fees me aefcend to the following particulars relative to 
the emiflaries of Jacobinifm in England. 

Having been honored with the acquaintance of Mr. 
Tt 

thren fey, Heredom (Harodim), is a Hebrew word fiKnifying 
fbiefs or governors. It is alfo to be remembered, that there is 
another degree of Grand ArchiteCl entirely different from that 
which I have juft defcribed. The multiplicity of thefe de- 
greet only fer?c the better to hide their obje&. 
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Burke, I introduced to him a gentleman who wiGW t<3 
confirft him with refpeft to a letter written to Manuel, 
who at that time governed the Commune of Paris, in con- 
junction with Tallies die fanguinary butcher of die bloo- 
dy September. This was in the fim year of my emigra- 
tion. The letter had been written for a French nobleman, 
who, wifhing to return to Paris, thought it might be ad» 
vantageous tb get a letter of recommendation to Manuel 
from a Jacobin then refident in London. This noble- 
man's wife fufpe&ed fomc treachery, and opened the let-* 
ter. The epiftle really began with a fort of recommenda- 
tion, but ended with faying, " this nobleman is, after all, 
a rank ariftocrat, who ought to be got rid of by the pikes 
or the guillotine, that he may not return any more to Lon- 
don." In the body of the letter an account was given to 
Manuel of the ftate of the brethren in London. Among 
other things it ftated, thztfive hundred perfons were pre- 
fent at their laft meeting; that they were ardent in die 
caufe; that their numbers daily increafed, and that every 
thing denoted the beft difpofitions for hoifting the revo- 
lutionary ftandard. This letter was immediately laid be- 
fore the miniftry. 

Notwithstanding every method was adopted that wis- 
dom could fuggeft, the partizans of the Sedt increafed, 
inftead of diminifhing; and, in a (hort time, there were 
at ka{\ fifteen hundred confpirators in London, worthy of 
being marfhalled by Jourdan Coup-tete. There were at 
the fame time in London two men who had been educa- 
ted in all the arts of the police of Paris, and they were or- 
dered to enquire into the ftate of the foreigners, and to 
difrmguifh the real emigrants from the new comers. It 
was loon difcovered, that a banditti of all nations, crimi- 
nals from the Bicetre y from the galhes, and who had es- 
caped the gallows; the chofen bands in fliort, of Nccker, 
Orleans, and Mirabeau, had been fent into England by 
their fucceifors of the great club, to effect a fimilar revo- 
lution. It was in confluence of this that the Alien Bill 
was enac-ted. 

But the Se& is relentlefs; it roars at the very idea of 
the obftacles it has met with in England. At London, at 
Edinburgh, at Dublin, it has its national brethren, its con- 
fpiring and Cor re/ponding Societies. In London we fee 
the duped brethren of the higheft ariftocracy proclaiming 
the Jovercignty of the people at their revels j while, in the 
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Hidden retreat of their fecret focieties, other brethren are 
plotting how to put the fortunes of the ariftocratic dupes, 
of the banker, and of the merchant, in requifition for tho 
u(c of thixfovereign people ; in thofe fame receffes, under 
pretence of Reform, do they wilh to eredt on the ruins of 
the Briti(h confutation, the reverie* of a Paine, a S yeyes, 
or of the Pentarquesj they wife to plant that tree of E- 
quality and Liberty whofe nourifhment is gore and pill- 
age, whofe fruit is murder, mifery, and exile. Others are 
training their deluded followers to affaflination, and are 
forging pikes. — Yes, the fcourge has been wafted acrofs 
the ocean with all its plots; the adepts have not forgotten 
the land of their anceftors, the Puritans, Anabaptifts, and 
Independents. They have difcovered their progenitors in 
thofe feme dens to which Cromwell had confined them, 
after having, through their means, dethroned and mur- 
dered his king, diflblved the parliament, and feduced the 
nation to his yoke. The brethren of Avignon recognized 
the IMuminees of Swedenbourg as their parent Sedt; nei- 
ther were they unmindful of the embafly fent them by the 
Lodge of Hampftead. Under the aufpiccs of De Mai- 
nauducy they have feen' their difciplcs thirfting after that 
celejlial JerufaUm^ that purifying fire (for thefc arc the 
expreffions 1 have heard them make ufe of) that was to 
kindle into a general conflagration throughout the earth 
by means of the French revolution — and thus was Jaco- 
bin Equality and Liberty to be untverfallv triumphant e- 
yen in the ftreets of London. 

But what a concatenation of confpiracies will the his- 
torian find when he {hall turn to the archiyes of thofe 
focieties ftyling thcmfclves of Conflitutional Information 
or Correfponding. Here, however, Juftice and the Senate 
have interpofed; they have torn away the maflc, and be- 
hold the brethren of Edinburgh bound in the fame plots 
and machinations as thofe of Dublin, of London, of Shef- 
field^ of Manchefter, of Stockport, of Leiccjler, and of 
many other towns, all uniting their wifhes, invitations, 
and addreffes to the Jacobin Legiflators.* The Mother 

* I have annexed a moreextenfive application of theft Me- 
moirs to Ireland and Great-Britain at the end of this fourth 
Volume. Let me on this occafion beg and befeecb every Ma- 
giftrate and every Clergyman, whofe province it is more par- 
ticularly to inftruct and guide the people at large, and for whom 
this work is more particularly adapted* to read once more apd 
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Society at once demonstrates all the arts bf the Seitet 
Commttttis of the Grand Orient under Philip of Orleans; 
the deep cunning of the Bavarian Aritpage under Wei- 
fliaupt; and the profligate means of fedu&ion of HoU 
hack's Club under D'Alerabert. All thefe they combine 
in hopes of harrying away a generous nation into the link 
of impiety, and thence to rebellion; they combine, in 
hopes of uniting the councils and the efforts of the difpers- 
ed brethren in the caufe of revolution* Subscriptions are 
raifed in Great Britain and Ireland, as they were in France* 
to print Paine's Code of Rebellion, and circulate it from 
the town to the village, and even in the very cottage.*-— 
Others of the brethren are distributing, at their own ex- 
penfe, all the poifons of infidelity, nor do they Wufh to 
go and aflc fubfcriptions from houfc to houfe for the re* 
printing of the mod profligate and impious productions 
of Voltaire, Diderot, Boulanger, La Metherie, and of o* 
ther Deifts or Atheifts of the age, and this under the fpe- 
cious pretence of tnlightening ignorantty and how? by 
putting all the blafphemies of the Sophifters into the hands 
of the people* 

The brethren of Edinburgh, like thofe of Berlin, were 
not to be contented with the mere arts of fedu&ion* One 
might be led to think that the adepts Walt and Downie 
had received their inftru&ions from the, Phifian Areo- 

fage. Notwithstanding the immenfe diftarrce that divides 
Edinburgh from Berlin, they adopted precifely the fame 
plan to draw off the attention of the troops by means of 
. the burning of fome houfe, and while the foldiery fhould 
be occupied with extingui(hing the fire to fall on them, 
and in the midft of this popular commotion to proclaim 
the Jacobin Code. — In London have we not feen regi- 
cides? At Paris, Lewis XV I. captive in his capital, was 
dragged to the guillotine. At Ublingen, Lewis XVIII. 
when a fugitive, was wounded in the head by a ball. In 
London, was George III. in the -midft of the acclama- 
tions of his fubje&s, aimed at by the regicide crew; and 
if Heaven averted the ball, is the Sed left treacherous or 

with attention the Reports of the Englifh Houfe of Commons 
made in c 70 *. After having perufed thefe Memoirs, they will 
view them in a very different light from what they formerly 
' did. Tranf 

* Thousands of that abominable pamphlet were (cut out to 
the Britifh eftabhthroents in the £aft-ladies. Tra^/l 
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lefs abominable, becaufe it did not fucceed in its foul at- 
tempt ? At length, difflaining obfeure crimes, and aiming 
at the annihilation of the Throne, of the Parliament, ana 
of the whole BritiQ) Conftitution, they attempt to fed uce 
the legions of the empire from their allegiance by means 
of the moft inflammatory hand-bills; they would per- 
fuade gallant troops to make off discipline and butcher 
their officers, as had been done in France. Emiffaries 
found their way into the fleets; and the failors were for 
a time deluded by the fophifrrts of thofe feducers, who 
wiflied to pervert the bold opponents of the Jacobins on 
ithe ocean, into the treacherous abettors of thofe fame Ja- 
cobins that dare not face an honeft tar* In Ireland, they 
aflame another form; independence in church and flate 
is held out to a deluded people by the emiflaries of thofe 
who have obliterated every worfhip and every law in 
France, in Corfica, in Belgium, in Savoy, in Holland, in 
Italy, to fubjeft the miferable inhabitants of thofe once 
flourifhing countries to the tyranny of the Pentarques.^* 
In that unfortunate country all the arts of fedu&ion have 
been played off that Illuminifm could invent, and its per- 
juries have raged to a frightful excefs. There did the le- 
gions of the Se&, conceiving themfclves powerful in their 
numbers, (ally forth from their lurking places. It was no 
longer a partial treafon to be punifhed; the force of ar- 
mies was neceffary to crufli whole legions of rebels who 
were daily expe&ing fuccour from a foreign foe. 

But, Praife be to God on high, who, in his mercy, has 
counteracted the malice of fuch plots, of fuch feditions: 
Praife be to the all-powerful God, who has preferved this 
ftate from the machinations of its enemies !— May the 
Hiftorian, after having traced the origin, the code, the re- 
union, the attempts, and the fucccfles of fuch numerous 
confpiring Se&s, again (t God and his Son, againft thrones 
and kings, againft fociety and its laws, repofe himfelf, and 
complacently view the happinefs of thefe Ifles, when he 
comes to treat of the land that has proved an afylum to 
fo many unfortunate viftims! May he triumphantly fay, 
* There it was that the furges of infurre&ion were da(h- 
cd back upon itfelf, the attempts of Jacobinifm were as 
vain as the efforts of its fleets." — Happy fhall we be, if, 
by entering into this difquifition on the fury of Jacobin- 
Urn, we (hall have contributed to awaken the attention of 
nations to the true caufes of all their misfortunes and re- 
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volutionary difafters !— Thrice happy (hall wc be, if we 
fhall have fucceeded in guarding this nation againft the 
dangers with which it is threatened; a nation to which 
the world looks up for its fafety; a nation which, in its 
beneficence, is become our adoptive country. May it 
ever behold us offering up our prayers to heaven for the 
prefervation of its king, and for its profperity, with all 
that affe&ion and zeal that nature infpires for one's na- 
tive foil ! 

To prefume that we have fulfilled our talk in fuch a 
manner as not to ftand in need of the indulgence pf our 
readers, would be impertinent. We ingenuoufly confefs 
the inferiority of our talents, and the many imperfections, 
we are confeious muft exiit in Memoirs of fuch high im- 
portance to the public cauft*. But with confidence we 
suTert, that we have never fwerved from truth. It has 
been our cenftant and only guide in pointing out the cau- 
fes of the revolution, it fhall continue to be fo in treating 
of fuch means, and drawing fuch conclufions as muft ne- 
ceilarily follow from the fads demonftrated in the courfc 
Of thefc Memoirs* 
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CONCLUSION. 



WHAT a painful and difgufting courfe have I at 
length terminated!— Wandering through thofe 
fubterraneous haunts where, in the (hades ofdarknefs, 
confpirators were plotting againft all religion and fociety, 
I have frequently (huddered with horror, and felt my cour- 
age finking ! Fired with indignation at the fight of fuch 
iniquity, fuch a concatenation of crimes ftill contriving, 
how often have I faid to myfelf, Leave this abyfs of wick- 
ednefs— .fly the abodes of thefe vile and monftrous con- 
fpirators ; it may be better even to fall their victim than 
to fully one's mind with the recollection of fiich villany, 
treafon, and impiety, or to be the accufer to pofterity of 
the age in which we live. — But have I not cotempora- 
ries to be faved ? — There ftill exift nations that have not 
bent beneath the Jacobin yoke; my fellow-countrymen 
may, perhaps, be induced to (hake ofT that yoke, when 
they are made acquainted with the unparalleled plots and 
artifices contrived for their fedudlion. And ought not 
pofterity to be informed to what an extent this difaftrous 
Se& raged in our days, that it may guard againft a 
renewal of fimilar horrors? Such thoughts infpired me 
with courage; they have carried me through this difguft- 
ing talk; they were my fupport when overpowered with 
the odious fight of legions of confpirators conjuring up 
every hellilh art to heap mifery on the inhabitants of the 
earth: moreover the moft covincing proofs have never 
been wanting. 

But can it be poffible that my endeavors (hould prove 
fruitlefs ? if fo, alas ! let thefe pages be rent afunder ; com- 
mit to the flames thefe Memoirs which bear teftimony of 
fuch a multitude of hideous plots that threatened fociety. 
Kings, Pontiffs, Magiftrates, Princes, and Citizens of 
every dafs, if it be true, that I have attempted in vain to 
diftipate die fetal illufion; if it be true, that the peftifer- 
ous blaft of Jacobinifm has deadened your fenfes, and 
plunged your fouls into lethargy; if it be true, that the 
torpor of indolence has rendered you callous to your own 
dangers, as well as thofe that threaten your children, your 
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country, your religion, and your laws ; if you are incapa* 
ble of the leaft effort, of the fmalleft facrifice for your own 
fafety and for that of the public; if the world be peopled 
only by daftards, who are ready to fubmit their necks to 
the Jacobin yoke, let them be carried into bondage, let 
them be flaVes to Jacobins and to their principles ; may 
their fortunes fall a prey to brigands; may their temples, 
thrones, governments, palaces, and habitations, fall be- 
neath the blows of the reJentlefs SeSt ! When you tear 
thefe pages, banifh from your mind all prefageof disas- 
ters } pafs your days in Joy, feftivity and merriment, till 
the knell of revolution (hall found and ftartle ye from your 
lethargy. The Jacobins will take upon themfelves the 
care of haftening the fatal hour. To announce it before* 
hand to fuch torpid fouls would be to anticipate their fuf- 
ferings; no, fleep the fleep of death; may your ears be 
deaf to the found of thofe chains that are forging for you j 
approach not where truth may undeceive you ; no, follow 
in the retinue of fome falfe prophet that may beguile you. 
But fhould there be found men whofe manly courage 
would be fired with zeal for the public caufe at the very 
recital of fuch monftrous combinations againft church and 
ftate; for them I write ; it is on them that 1 call when I fay, 
that notwithstanding all the artifices of the various Seels, 
and the tremendous power which Jacobinifm has already 
acquired, Europe is not vet fubje&ed to them. It is yet 
poffible to crufh that Sect which has fworn to crufh your 
God, plunder your country, and annihilate fociety.— - 
Your country and yourfelves may ftill be faved, But in 
the war that the Seel is waging againft you, as well as in 
all oiher wars, the firft requitite for working your fafe- 
•y is the perfect conviction of your danger, and an accu- 
rate knowledge of the enemy, of his plans, and of his means. 
It was not unintentionally that I heaped proof upon proof 
to demonftrate that Jacobinifm was a coalition of the S*- 
pbifters of Impiety fwearing to crufh the God of the Gos- 
pel; of the Sopbtfters of Rebellion (wearing to overturn 
the thrones of kings; and of the Sophifters of Anarchy 
confpiring not only againft the altar and throne, but (wear- 
ing to annihilate all laws, property, and fociety. 1 was 
certain that my readers would ncglecl all means of felf- 
prcfervation fo long as they were not convinced of their 
danger. Should the proofs that I have adduced ftill leave / 
them in doubt as to the reality of the plots of the Scc% ^ 

1 
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I {kail have loft my labor j lean but weep over their 
fclindnefs j they will have already fallen into that ftate of 
apathy into which the Se£t wiflbes to plunge them. The 
Jefs .credit my readers (hall give to the reality of thefe plots, 
the more certain will the confpirators be of fuccefs. It 
then I farther infift, let my inftances meet with a candid 
reception j for, reader, it is your fafety and that of the 
public weal that a&uates me. 

Let us then fuppofe, for example, that a perfon comes 
to warn you, that you are fijrrounded by men who, under 
the cloak of friendfliip, are only waiting for a favorable 
moment to execute an old plan which they have contriv- 
ed of robbing you of your money and property, of firing 
your habitation, nay farther, perhaps, of butchering your 
Wife, your children, your relations ; fuppofing that the in- 
telligence you have repeiyed of fuch a plot were fupport- 
ed but by a thoufandth part of the proofs that I have ad- 
duced of the plots contriving agafnft your country, and 
3gainft every fta;e without exception, would you wafte 
$hat time in idle declamations and fuperfluous doubts on 
your dangers., whi$h your perfidious friends, were hufband- 
ing for your ruin ? or wquld ypu e*pe<3 to fee perfons be- 
seeching you tQ watch for your own prefervation ? 

Well, I now wifli |o convince ye, whether princes, no- 
bles, rich, poor, burgefles, merchants, citizens, in fine, of 
every clals, that all thefe cqnfpiracies of the fophifticated, 
mafonic, or illuminizing adepts, are confpiracies againft 
your perfons, againft vour property, (whether hereditary 
or mercantile,) againft your families, your wives and chil- 
dren. Are you wild enough to believe, that while your 
Country is delivered over to the revolutionary conflagra- 
tion, an exception will be made in your favor, becaufe 
you inhabit fuch or fuch a place, counting-houfc, or cot? 
Jn the univerfal pillage of the ftate, fhall your property 
be more facred than that of your neighbor, and efcape the 
rapacity of the brigands, or the rcquiiition of their Pen- 
tarques? The chara&eriftic of a revolution made by feq- 
jaries is, not that the danger is diminifhed by its univer- 
sally, but that terror, indigence, and flavery, rufh down 
like a torrent, fwallowing and beating down without di- 
ftin&ion every thing that is to be found on its paffage. 

In the whole progrefs of the Se<3, wherever it has ac- 

2uired foyereignty, in France, in Holland, in Brabant, ip 
avoy, in Switzerland, in Italy, fearch for a fingle man 
U u 



337 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



jjS antisocial coNmHAcy; 

of property that has preferved it entire ; a poor parent that 
has not had to fear for the requifirion of his children, or 
his own labor j a fingle family that has not to weep for 
the lofs or ruin of fome one of its branches; a ftngle citi- 
zen that can lay himfelf down to reft with the profped of 
being able to fay, when he awakes, that his property, his 
liberty, his life, is any better guaranteed to him, than was 
that of the unfortunate victims whom he had feen during 
the day plundered of their property, dragged in chains, or 
falling under the infatiable guillotine.-— No, they are not* 
to be found. Ceafe then, fluggard, to flatter thyfdf. The 
danger is imminent, it is terrible, it ftares ye all in the 
face without exception. 

Yet fink not under the preffure of terror; that would 
be cowardice indeed ; for, though fo pofitive as to the cer- 
tainty of your danger, I may boldly fey, Will it onIy,anji 
your falvation is certain. I appeal to the Jacobins them- 
felves ; for how often have they repeated, that tt it is not 
pofiible to triumph over a nation that is determined to de- 
fend itfelf." tVill as they do and you will have little t<* 
fear from them. The true Jacobin is not to be difcour- 
cou raged by oppofition* The myfteries infufc into the 
adepts a uniform, conftant, and rekntlefs determination 
to attain the grand object in fpite of every obftacle ; that 
oath, that irrevocable oath of overturning the whole unt- 
verfe, and fubje&ing it to their fyftems, is the true prin- 
ciple whence originate their refources; this fires the zeal 
of the adepts, and induces them to make fuch numerous 
facriiicesi it infpires its warriors with enthufiafnv, it ere* 
ates rage and fury in the heart of its brigands. It is this 
principle which conftitutes the Scft; in that its force re- 
iiJes; it is the director and mover of its adepts, whether 
in arms, in the clubs, in the lodges, or deliberating in the 
fenate. — But what inferences may not nations draw from 
this very principle as to the nature of their plots? Does 
it not entitle us to fay, that the whole of the French revo- 
lution is nothing more than the offspring of that oath, of 
that premeditated determination of overturning the altar, 
the throne, and fociety, which the Sc& has infuied into 
its adepts? It triumphs becaufe it knows how to will\ 
hence it is evident, that to render their efforts abortive we 
need only refolutely to will the* falvation of the altar, of 
the throne, and of fociety, and they are faved. Let it not 
be (aid, that the Jacobins alone can be fteady in their caufir 
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-tad predetermined on their objed. To know the evils 
with which the revolution threatens you, and to determine 

- boldly and refolutely to countera& them, does not cer- 
tainly diipenfe us from the obligation of applying to the 
means, and of making the neceffary efforts and facrifices 

tto deliver us from the fcourge; yet do not let it be tho't 
that it is idle in me to infift on that boldnefs, fincerity, and 

- determination* The French revolution ts in its nature 
(miliar to our paAons and rices: it is generally known, 
that misfortunes are the natural confequences of indulg- 
ing them; and one would willingly avoid fuch confe- 

• -tjuences: but a faint-hearted refiftance is made; our pas- 
uonsand our vices foon triumph, and man is hurried away 
by them* 

But (botrid I, on the Contrary, havefucceeded in infpir- 
ing you with the courage neceffary to make you ad with 
refolution; if you need but to know the true means of 
count^ra&ing the Seft to adopt a firm refiftance; then I 
may boldly lay, the Sect is crushed, the difafters of the 
revolution (h*li difappear.— But the reader, whotfe human- 
ity might be alarmed at my faying the Sett is erujhed^ 
fhould remember that when I faid ihe Sett rrmjl be crujh- 
td or focitty overthrown, I took care immediately to add, 
** Let it however be remembered, that to crufh a Sedt is 
%i not to imitate the fury of its apoftles, intoxicated with its 

u fanguinary rage and propenfe to enthufiaftic murder 

€i The Se& is monftrous, but all its difciples are not mon- 

* fters*— yes^firiie the Jacobin^ but fpare the Man ; the 

* Se& is a kSt of opinion ; and its deftruction will be 
u doubly complete on the day when it ihall be deferted 
M by its dtfciples, to return to the true principles of rea- 
M fun and focial order."* It is to reclaim the unfortunate 
victims of Jacobinifm from their errors t and toreftore them 
to fociety, not to butcher them, that I have beet* io long 
examining and tracing all the tortuous windings of the 
Se& ; and I am overjoyed to fee that fuch weapons for 
felf-prefervation are the natural refult of thdb Memoirs. 
How different are thefc arms from thofe with which the 
Seel has provided its difciples. 

The Jacobins have feduced nations by means of a fub- 
terraneous warfare of Ululioh, error, and dai knefs.— Let 
the honeit menoppofe them with wifdoty, truth, and light, 

* See Preliminary Difcoourie, Vol. I. P. xiii. 
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The Jacobins are waging againft Princes and Govferaa 
menrs a war of hatred of the* laws and of foetal order-**a 
war of rage and deftru&ion; let a war of fociety,hfun&a*» 
ity, and felf-prefervation be waged againft them* 

The Jacobins are waging a war of impiety and cor- 
ruption againft the altars and religion of every nation | 
let morality, virtue, and repentance be oppofed u> them. 

I explain: — when I fpeakof a fubrerraneous warfare 
of illuiion, error, and darknefs waged- by the Bed, I al- 
lude to the productions of its fophifters, to the artifices of 
it& emiflaries, and to the myfteriesof its dubs, lodges, and 
fecret focieties. It would be ufelefs to conteft the point) 
for we have incontrovertibly demonrtrated, that thole have 
been the preparatory means for all its revolutionary tri- 
umphs. It is by fuch means that Jacobinifm has iniinua* 
ted ltfclf under the fpecious forms or a djforgaruring Equa- 
lity and Liberty, or of a chimerical Sovereignty of the 
People, which has ever been the cant of thofe fe&tous tri- 
bunes, who, by flattering their pride, fought to enflave 
that fame people. It is by retailing all the fophifticated 
doctrines of the Rights of Man to the multitude, by vio^ 
lent declamations againft the exifting laws, by captious 
and fallacious defenptions of a fuppoied happinefs which 
they are preparing (or us, by urging nations on to certain 
tjfays at Uaft\ by fuch means do the emiflaries of Jaco*- 
binifin feduce nations, and imperiously fway that public 
opinion which will fooner level your ramparts than all the 
artillery that ihey can bring againft ihem. From fuch 
incontcftable fa£ts I conclude, ihat if it be your in«en»ion 
to guard againft the misfortunes which have befallen 
France, you muft begin by di farming the Sed of all its 
means of ijlufion. Snatch from (he hands of the people 
all ihofe incendiary productions* but when I fey people* 
I mean from every, clafs of fociety \ for I know none that 
are proof againft illufion; more particularly would I fay* 
from thai clafs which has been fuppofed lo have been moft 
abundant in learning, that clafs of literary fophifters, fuch 
as our Voltaires, D'Alemberts, Roufcaus* Diderot s, our 
academicians, and our do&rincers of the reading focieties; 
for this is the cJafs of all others that has (hown us the ex- 
ample of the powerful illufion of fophiftry. It was from 
this clafs that the revolutionary minifters Necker and 
Turgoi ftancd up; from this clafe arofe thofe grand re- 
volutionary agents, the Mirabcau*, Syey«s, Laclos, Cm- 
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' ddrcets ; thofe revolutionary trumps, the Briflbts, Champ- 
forts, Garats^ Merciers, Paftorets, Gudins, La Metheries, 
Lalandes* Cheniers; thofe revolutionary butchers, the 
Carras, Frcrons, Marats; I will alio fay of that clafs of 
advocates fo verbofe and fertile in delirium j for from a- 
mong them fpriing the Targets, Camus, Treillards, Bar- 
reres, and all the tyrants of the revolution, the Reveil- 
Icre-Lepaux, Rcubels, Merlins, and Robefpierres. What 
have ail thefc men proved^ whether taken from the acade- 
mies or from the bar?— that if they were the perfonfc 
whofe talents enabled them to reprefent all this fophiftry 
of impiety, of fedition, and rebellion, in the moft fedu- 
cing Colours, they werealfo the perfons that were moft eau%- 
ly imbued with and drank moft deeply of the poiron;— 
they were at once the moft readily tainted and the moft 
eager to taint others;-— No j I can make no exception of 
dalles ; none are entitled to an exception when I exclaim 
to Magiftrates and Sovereigns— Will you fave the peo*. 
pie from the difafters of the French Revolution P—^then 
fnatch from their hands thofe incendiary produ&ions-*. 
thofe libels of impiety and fedition. Let that man be pun<- 
iihed as a traitor, who writes and circulates fuch writings^ 
confeious of the injury he is doing to focietyj let him 
meet with the fate of a madman, if he thinks he can fe- 
tiuce, and ftop the confequences of fedu&ion* 

But I hear clamours on all fides ariiing in the literary 
world, of intolerance, of tyranny, of cramping genius !— + 
I forefaw that I fhould have to treat with men lukewarm 
in the caufe, faying they were determined, neverthelefs un- 
willing; faying they detefted the revolution, but timor* 
ous when it is to be cruflied in the germ. But you, at 
leaft, who profefs to enlighten nations by your writings, 
to point out maxims to Princes for the happinefs of their 
people, you who demonftrate the goodnefe of your intent 
tions by the purity of your principles, by your zeal in de- 
fence of the laws, by the wifdom ©f your writings, is it 
from you, I afk, that fuch cries arife? — No, no: lhackles 
thrown on the venemows writer circulating his poifons, 
. will never give concern to the honeft writer; againft 
laws prohibiting poignards none will rebel but the aifas- 
fin. Let us no longer be led away by the ftale cries of 
Liberty of the Prcfs, Liberty of Genius; fuch cries in 
the mouths of the Jacobins will be but a (hallow cover to 
their defigns; — .fee what the Sed does itfelf, ieft any writ T 
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cr (hould open the eyes of the people by the expo/ition 6f 
real truth; wherever .the adepts have acquired dominion* 
flfk what is to be underftood by liberty of thinking, of 
fpeaking* of writing. They deftroy not only the author, 
but feller, and even buyer of every book that combats 
their fyftems. The printing prefles of Crapard 9 the pub* 
locations of La Harpe, or the difcourfe of Canaille du Jour* 
dan, are to many confpiracies punifhed by the Pentarques, 
with exile to Cayenne* It is high time for nations to o- 
t>en their eyes, and difpel the illuiion of all this pretended 
©ppreffion of thought and genius If Magiftrates are the 
dupes of fuch outcries, the people are the vidims, and na- 
tions muft be preferved from the illufion that they may 
be faved from the revolution. It is the ad of a father and 
not of a tyrant, that takes from the hands of his children 
fuch inftruments as may prove fatal to them. 

Let the fophifter talk of ufeful difcuffions* Qo to an* 
tiquity, and queftion the Roman fenate why it drove from 
the fod of the republic that fwarm of Sophifts* juft arri* 
ved from the Grecian fliores, (o expert in the quibbling 
arts i and the fenate will anfwer, that they do not enter 
into disunions to know whether the plague is ufeful, 
that they haften to feparate from their fellow countrymen 
whoever has been tainted with it, and to deftroy what* 
ever may propagate it. Guard the people, therefore, 
againft fuch vile feducers; tremble at the effects of their 
dticourfes; but fear ftill more the poifons of their impi* 
©us and feditious productions* 

Your laws pronounce death againft a traitor, though 
he betrayed his confpiracy but by a fingle word ; and a 
confpiring fophifter may commune and habitually con- 
verge with allyour fubje&s by means of his writings ! he 
is in the midft of your families; he inftils his principles 
into your children; his arguments become more and 

* The WQT&fcpkifter hat been made ufe of th roughest this 
work, to diflin^ttd) the modem rebels from the Greek Philo- 
fophers of the lchoo! jf Sophifts. Johnfon, in his dictionary, 
defines Sophistfr as a difputant fallmchufy fubtle ; an ari- 
fut but infidfous logician; loch is the fpecies of men that hare 
been delcribed in this work, who, conicious of their own fal- 
lacy, but acting the pact or Satan to pervert mankind, fhould 
never be confounded with thofe men of antiquity whofe fys- 
tems of deputation may have been fallacious, but whofe inten- 
tions were upright, and who did not combat every facred or 
focia) principle in hopes of fobverting fociety. Tra^/l 
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more cogent ; he dwells on them; they are prefented un* 
der all the dazzling colors that a perfidious genius could 
invent after a long ftudy how to feduce your oft*spring 1 
lead them aftray, or ftir them up to revolt againft you ! 
The treafon fpoken by the Jacobin, and for which he has 
been punifhed, may have made but a flight impreffion on 
his hearers; but this labored and ft u died concatenation 
of fbphifms will make a deep impreffion, Your laws 
muft be inefficient indeed if the revolutionary writer is 
not (ramped as the moft baneful of confpirators ; and, 
Magiftrate ? whoever you are, you muft be moft unmindful 
of your duty, if you allow his writings to circulate freely 
through town and country. 

Are you ftill a ftranger to the immenfe power that 
fuch productions has given to the Seel? The revolution 
has not been ungrateful, and its gratitude points out its 
progenitors. Follow the Jacobin to the pantheon; feq 
to whom he has decreed honors, to whom he does ho* 
mage; afk him how Voltaire or Jean Jaques can have 
deferved fuch tribute, fuch honors. He will tell you, that 
thofe men are no more, but that their fpirit has furvived 
them in their writings, and more powerfully combat for 
the caufe of Jacobinifm than all their armed legions.—* 
Here they prepare the minds and hearts of the people for 
our principles j there they gain over the public opinion 
to our caufe ; and when once that has declared for us, wo 
may boldly proceed to certain triumph, Should fuch hon- 
ors dazzk any writer for an inftant, let him {top andke* 
hold the ihades of the victims facri6ced to the revolution 
flitting round the monuments erected to thefe revolution- 
ary deities; fee them ghaftly and enraged, pafling from 
the urn that contains the afhes of Voltaire to that of 
Roufleau; hear them exclaim in bitter reproaches,-— 
<c Be fatjated with the fumes of Jacobin incenfe ! It is 
not on J?cobins that we call down vengeance from hea- 
ven> for you were our real murderers ! You are now 
the object of their adoration; but you were our firft 
executioners, you brought our King to the fcaffold, you 
ftill continue to be the butchers of our progeny. — O ye 
Idols of blafphemy and of anarchy ! may their blood, may 
our blood, may all the blood that (hall be fpilt by the bri- 
gands formed at your fchools, fall back upon you !" 

Ye whom the God of fociety has endowed with ta- 
lents which you may turn to the detriment or conferva? 
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tion of fociety, beware that fuch curfes do not fall upon 
you, flee from any thing that may breed remorfe. Be not 
dazzled with the Jacobinical tribute paid to thefe fop hi s- 
ters of darknefs j tney may have facceeded in obfcuring 
the light 5 it is your duty to rend the cloud afunder, and 
bear in triumph the fuuaamental truths. The God who 
• formed man for fociety did not give him the code of E- 
quality and Liberty, the code of Rebellion and Anarchy. 
The God who fupports fociety by the wifdom of the Jaws, 
never abandoned the making or fan&ioning of thofeiaws 
to the caprice of the multitude. The God who has point- 
ed out the empire and {lability of the laws as inherent to 
that (Tib ordination of the citizens to the magiftrates, and 
to their fovereigns, did not create as many magiftrates 
and fovereigns as he did citizens. The God that has 
bound all claffes together by their mutual wants, and 
who, in confequencc of this diverfity of wants, has en- 
dowed men with a variety of talents for different arts 
and profefljons, has not given the fame rights to the me- 
chanic or to the (bepherd as he has to the prince that is to 
prcfide over the (late. Reftore to thefe fimple and plain 
truths, all that refplcndency which has for a moment been, • 
pbfeured by the fophifters of rebellion j and the dangers 
of the revolution will foon difappear. Be as earneft in 
'reftoring the people to light, as the Jacobins have been 
In plunging them into darknefs. Reftore mem to their 
principles pure and untarnifhed. There is no compound- 
ing with error 5 the Se£r. cares not by which road illu- 
sion may lead you to revolution, provided you do but fall 
a victim. Some it will attack with anti-religious fophifms. 
while it tampers with others by means of its antifocial 
fophiftry. To fome it will unfold but a part of the con- 
fequences to be drawn, point out but one half of the ca- 
reer that is to be run, or, under pretence of reform, pro- 
pofe fome few effays or new means to be tried. But far be 
driven from us thefe demi-geniufes of demi-revolutions 
with their long train of demi-confequences ? This is the 
tribe whence the 8ec*l will fek& a La Fayette or a Neck- 
er, pu(h them forward as long as they can ferve the caufe, 
and then abandon fuch non-entities ; or thofe open re- 
bels ftyling themfelves Conjiitutionalifts^ or thole others 
called (probably through derifion) Monarchijls. They 
were the beginners of the revolution, and are at this pre- 
fent day imbecile enough to tettify their furprize at other 
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rebels having (hivered a fceptre which they had begun by 
disjointing. Writers of this fpecies, fo far from enlighte- 
ning the people, only contribute to lead them into the 
path of error} and that was the taflc of (he firft /evolu- 
tionary adepts. 

In your writings beware of falling into an error fimi- 
Jar to that of a celebrated author, who thinks he is ferving 
the caufe of monarchy when defcribing religion as a fruit- 
lefs ally. How is it poflible that he fhould not better feel 
the confequences of that farcaftic fentence borrowed from 
Bayle and Rouffeau, he who, in the midft of the moft 
preffing and moft appofite exhortations to princes to unite 
and combine againft Jacobinifm, forgets himfelf fo far as 
to fay, u In a fimilar crifis, the Romans would have flown 
** to arms relolved to conquer or die, the primitive Cbris- 
* c tians would have fun g hymns to Providence and rujbed 
cc to martyrdom ; their fucceffors neither die nor fight.*" 
Moft undoubtedly, it cannot be the intention of the au- 
thor to revive that contempt which the Sophifters (o much 
affefl for Religion; but what a falfe policy to reprefent 
that alledged nullity as inherent to Chriftianity at a time 
when the courage of nations fhould be ftirred up againft 
the revolutionary tyrants ! Happily it is not true, that thp 
primitive Chriftians would only have fung hymns to Pro- 
vidence and ruflied on to martyrdom. The primitive 
Chriftians were not ideots ; they did not confound the 
legitimate powers, which they could only oppofc by the 
courage of martyrs, with the ufurped power of a tyranf 
or of barbarians that came to inundate the empire. They 
Could conquer or die under the ftandard of the C^efars as 
manfully as the Romans ; nay, they furpaflcd them in couy 
rage and refignation, a °d their apqbgifts were well 
grounded when they fet the Sophifters at defiance to point 
out a fingle coward or traitor among the Chriftian le- 
gions. In our days too, did thofe heroic Chriftians of 
fhe Vendee content themfelves with finging hymns, they 
whofe courage was more terrible to the republicans than 
all the combined forces of Clairfait or Beaulieu f Where 
have we fcen any of our emigrants that have diftingui fil- 
ed themfejves by their piety, chanting hymns to Pro- 
vidence during the hour of battle ? Whence this triple 
Jl X 

* Mercure Brittnnique, Vol. h No. IV. P. «9». 
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infult to the Chriftian hero, to his religion, and to die 
very evidence of reafon? Whence this affe&ation of re- 
presenting the powerful and a&ive incitements of Chrift- 
ian ity as ufelefs to governments ? Is not the crown of a 
foldier dying for laws or for his king, which his God 
commands him to defend, as valuable as your laureU 
wreath ? Tell then the Chriftian foldier, that the coward 
and the traitor (hall not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and fee whether he will not conquer or die. You 
think that you are ferving the caufe of fociety againft Ja- 
cobinifm by reprefenting Chriftianity as imbecility. Ja- 
cobins would reward fuch farcaftic fentences, becaufe 
they forefee their confequences. Are our writers then to 
be always outwitted by theirs; they car^ combine their 
efforts againft the altar and the throne ; and (hall wc 
never be able to defend the one without betraying the in- 
terefts of the other ? 

What can be the caufc of fuch imprudence, fitch falfe 
lights ? Neither do they ftudy fufficiently the Seft nor its 
artifices. They wifli to be blind to its power, and even to 
its influence. I alfo am an admirer of the vigor of that 
fame writer, who feeks to ft ir up the courage of nations ', 
but (hould he miftakc the real caufes of our misfortunes* 
what have we not to fear from writers who are endowed 
neither with his knowledge or his energy ? Will not the 
Se& rejoice to hear him fey, " it is far more to that con- 
u tincntal fatalifm than to the llluminecs, that we are to 
" attribute the lethargy of the higher orders of fociety ?" 
I know not what continental or infulzr fatalifm can fig- 
ni fy. God forbid that Princes (hould for an inftant be- 
lieve in it, for it would only be immerfing them (till deep- 
er in their lethargy. No efforts are made againft fatality; 
I know, at lea ft, that the llluminees would rejoice to fee 
no credit given to their exifting influence; for the lefs 
they (hall be feared in confequence of your writings, few- 
er will be the precautions taken to guard againft them. 
I am pofitive, that had you ftudied one half of the arts 
employed by the Infinuators to feduce the higher claffes, 
and even courts themfelves, you would be the firft to find 
a very different caufe than fatalifm for the continental 
lethargy.* 

* It is evident, however, that the author of the Britijh Mir- 
cury neyer wilhed to favor the llluminecs. He is as indignant ' 
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Far be from me die abfurd pretenlion of alone enjoy- • 
fog die means of giving ufeful counfels. It is, on the 
contrary, becaufc I wife that the public (hould be im- 
proved by your's, that I am eager to fee you better in- 
formed of the real caufe of all our misfortunes. I could 
wife to fee a holy league formed of fuch men of talents 
as are really a&iiated with a true zeal againft the revolu- 
tionary errors. My reader has feen the baneful effeds 
of that coalition of the fophifticated writers of Holbach's 
Club, of the Sophifters of the Mafonic and of the Illu- 
minized Lodges ; he has feen the influence of tkeir prin- 
ciples on the public opinion, and of opinion on our mis* 
fortunes; why (hould not virtuous and learned writers 
then unite in their efforts to bring back the public opin- , 
ion and the people to the true principles, by laying open 
all the artifice and cunning that has been employed by the 
Se£t to feduce them* 

The Code has been explicit on die means to be em* 
ployed for the fedudtion of youth, a time of life moft ac- 
ceffiWe to illufioi). Will not virtuous fathers take upon 

as we are at the fucceflcs of the inept Phihfophijls of modern 
republicanifm, of that revolutionary warfare waging againft 
property and the laws, of thofe young Jacobins juft coming 
from the Uoiverlity of Gottioguen. He is indignant at the 
audacity of the revolutionary letters and of the northern league, 
that is to fay, of a company of Theologians, Profejfors, and Phi- 
hfophersoftiolflein, who afk to form a central aiTembly, having 
under it fubordinate committees to form and diied public edu- 
cation, without being under any control of government* taws or 
religion (P. *9»). He would have fpoken juft as we have done 
of the Illuminees, had he known thefe philo/bphical abfurdities 
and their fuccefles to be the work of the Sea; that the youths 
come from Gottinguen were juft arriving from a haunt of Illu- 
minifm ; that the northern league is nothing more than a branch 
of the German Union invented by the llluminee Bahrdt; that 
the plan of education originated with the llluminee Campe, 
heretofore paftor and preacher to the ganifon of Potzdam, call- 
ed to Brunfwick, protected by the firft minifter, and decora- 
ted with the appellation of French Citizen* m recompenie for? 
what he has more particularly written on the independency of 
education.— (See the Univerfal Revtfwn of every thing relattr.g 
to Sclnofs, Vol. VI). 1 (hall therefore tepeat. Study the Sea, 
ftudy its code, its hiftory ; ftudy its means for teducing the 
Great ; and. fo far from defpiiing the influence of the Sect, yon 
will find the caufe of that dtfaftrous lethargy which ha? ieizcd 
on men whofe duty it is to be moft aaive, tar better explained 
than by your Fgtalifm. 
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themfelves to difcard from their children na&enoffafpU 
cious charaaers,a»d books that diffemmate thefe poifons! 
Will aot governments take as much pains to drive the 
adepts from the pulpit, from the chars of fcience and pro- 
fcflorfhips, as we have fcen the Sea taking ?£**£- 
fclf matter of education and to fcorrupt youth 'Unhappy 
we, fhould the reader be affrighted at the detail of fuch 
precautions, while the Setf attends to each particularity, 
and we have; ften it as eager for the nomination of a 
country fchoolmafter, as for the fuccefs of an adept at 
Court, or the nomination of the general who is to com* 
tnand its legions. . 

One fpecies of illufion appears to be the favorite en- 
gine of Jacobinifm, I mean that theory of effays in go* 
vernment, and thofe demi- reforms. No art has been 
more powerfully played off on the Enghfo nation than 
this ; let the people be put on their guard agauut th* 
illuGon; Jet them be taught, that France alfo began oy 
effays and demi-reforms ; I need not hint at their conte- 
quences. If it be neceffary to humble the pride of the 
jacobin Sophifter, and blight the very idea of that pre. 
tended happinefs which they attach to their fyftems, let 
the people learn that fuch effays have long "/M*.^ 
made j that the brigands who appeared under the ditter- 
e.t denominations of Lollards, Begards, followers ; of John 
Wall, of Maillotin, and of Muncer, all promifedthe fu- 
preme happinefs of Equality and Liberty; that it was 
perfectly ufelefs to talk to us of the Philojopby of a revo- 
lution that was nothing more than the repetition of the 
errors of certain Sects of which the barbarous and de» 
vaftating tenets could only be equalled by the horror and 
contempt in which they are held by our anceftors. When, 
under pretence of arguing on certain truths the Jacobin 
feeks to lead you into difcuffion, guard againft his fo* 
phiftry, by anfwering, that no argumentation can be held 
with Weifhaupt or Robefpierrej the firft will retail all 
the arguments «f former brigands, the latter does what 
they did; for if our modern Jacobins have invented any 
thing of their own, it is a little more artifice and an un* 
paralleled ferocity. They are then the more entitled t* 
our contempt and hatred* 

If every where encountered by this two-fold fentimentj 
the S..& will foon lofe that power of illufion which bas 
prepared its triumphs, and you will fee it lhrinking back 
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into its fubterraneous lurking places, the occult Lodges 
which have fo long fince offered it an afylum. Thera 
it will once more attempt to recruit its legions, and con- 
trive plots for the fubverfion of the altar, of the throne f 
and of fociety* But here what honeft citizen can be 
blind to his duty ? Under whatever name, pretence, or 
form, the magistracy may have thought proper to tole- 
rate thefe clubs, fubterraneous hiding-places, or Lodges 
of fecret fociettes, what proofs are they waiting f<3r to 
profcribe them all, now that they have feen legions of 
confpirators fallying forth from thefe recedes i You who 
look upon yourfelves as entitled to an honorable excep- 
tion, why are you feated there (till ? You are tender of 
your perfonal loyalty, of your fidelity to your religion and 
to your country, how can you make fuch fentiments agree 
with your predile&ion for Lodges that you know to have 
been the afylum of the moft confpiring Se£ts ? Do not 
pretend that it is us, for it is the Jacobins, the moft mon- 
ftrous chiefs of the Jacobins, their correfpondence, their 
fpeeches, and all the archives of their hiilory, that have 
unfolded to you the immenfe fupport they have derived 
from your myfteries and from all your fecret fociettes^ in 
the profecution of their confpiracies againftyiaV/y in ge- 
ntraly againft all laws, and again ft every altar. In vain 
fhail you attempt to hide it ; no part of hiftory can be 
better authenticated; thefe confpiracies are proved at any 
rate to have gained admittance into your Lodges, and to 
have acquired ftrength and numbers from them. Your 
particular Lodge may not be one of thofe with whole 
honor the Se& has tampered; we are willing to believe 
it; but what proofs can you adduce ? the Se& knows too 
well how to clothe perjury in the garb of innocence.-^ 
We are willing to believe it, and that will be another 
motive why we fluuld conjure you in the name .of your 
country to abandon thofe Lodges. Your prefencc is on- 
ly a cloak for confpirators. The more unblemifhed may 
be your character of honor, the more will the confpiring 
adepts boaft of your name, and of the fraternity and in- 
timacy in which you live with them. — We addrefs our 
complaints to you yourfelves, but own that we have fuf- 
ficient grounds to addrefs them to the prince or to the 
fenate ; may we not with truth denounce you as demi- 
citizens, iince by your oath the interefts of the brother- 
hood axe more dear to you than thofe of your fellow-fub* 
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jeds ? Are we not entitled to aft, whether you are net* 
fecret enemy to every citifcen who has the intereft of re- 
ligion and his country at heart, fince you are a member 
of a fecret fociety, under the cloak of which a multitude 
of brethren are confpiring againft our religion and our 
laws, and that it is impoffible to diftinguifh die innocent 
from the guilty i What right would you have to com- 
plain if the fenate and your prince were to exclude you 
from your magiftracy, or from every office that requires 
the whole attention of an impartial citizen, and on whom 
Do fufpicion can alight, as it appears that your affedkra 
is at leaft divided between fociety in general and your fe- 
cret focieties, as that affe£tion, according to your own 
laws, muft be greater for the members of your fecret foci- 
eties than for us; fince, in fhort, it has been demonftrated, 
that a large portion of the members of fecret focieties are 
mere confpirators I In vain will you object that you have ne- 
ver witneffed any thing reprehenfible in the Lodges. Were 
you only initiated in the myfteries of the Grand Lodge 
of London, know, that not with (landing all the exceptions 
we have rhade in its favor, fufpicions are even caft upon 
that Lodge, and a reviewer thinks himfclf founded in de- 
nying the validity of fuch exceptions.* If you are fo 
carelefs of your reputation as to remain infenfible to fuch 
fiifpicions, allow me at leaft to addrefs myfelf to you in 
the name of all mankind, whofe mterefts you teli us are fo 
dear to you. 

No longer than a century ago the remaining part of 
Europe was nearly a ft ranger to your Lodges and their 
myfteries. You made it the baneful prefent j the new- 
erected Lodges have filled with Jacobins, and from them 
the molt difaftrous fcourge that has ever befallen theuni- 
verfe has ruflied forth to produce thefe terrible effe£b ; 
you imparted to them the myfteries of your Equality and 
of your Liberty ; to combine and prepare them, you in- 
troduced them into your tenebrous afylums ; to prepare 
their pupils, you taught them your trials and your oaths; 
and that they might propagate their confpiracies from 
pole to pole, you lent the»n your language, your fymbols, 
your figns, your cypher, your diredtories, your hierarchy, 
and all the regulations for your invifible correfpondence. 

* See the Monthly Review, Appendix to VoL XXXV.Page 
504. 
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The offspring may have improved on the myfteries of 
their progenitors; but has not their conduft been luch as 
to make you abjure all connection with them; have not 
your Lodges been fo prophaned as to make you haften to 
abandon them; is not the difaftrous fcourge that has 
burft from them a fufficient ground for eternally clofing 
their gates I O you, whofe fleets, under the protection of 
heavtn, ride triumphant over the main, difpelling the 
fleets of the Se& ? O grant to the univerfe a vidtory f 
perhaps of ftill greater importance* At the fight of your 
admirals the Se& disappears; drive then from itsrecefTcs 
that bantling of yours; (how that if the abufe of your 
myfterious aflociations may in poffibility be fatal to the 
univerfe, you are willing at leaft to deprive the vile con- 
spirators of every plea that can tarnifh your glory. Uhow, 
that if fports, innocent in your hands, could grow into a 
fcourge in the hands of others, you are not backward in 
making a facrifice of fuch utility to nations. .Your ex- 
ample would be powerful; and it is incumbent on you 
to pronounce the anathema on fecret focieties ; to clofe 
the gates of the Lodges, to clofe them all without excep- 
tion, nevermore to be opened, whatever may be the na- 
ture of their myfteries. None can exift into which the 
Se& will not attempt to penetrate ; none can exift where 
the magi ft rate and honed citizen can fit down certain 
that the Se& has not intruded with its plots and means 
of fedu&ion. The more zealous you may be for the pre- 
servation of our laws, the lefs will you be enabled to fe- 
cure us againft the plots of the Se£t ; for though it fliall 
ever commune with you it will not lay its views open to 
you until it has feducedyou. Mafons of England, what 
a fatal gift have you made to the world ! May the his. 
torian who fliall write the annals of this age, wheij 
fbeaking of the fcourge that has rufhed forth from the 
Lodges, conclude by laying, if England made the baneful 
prefent to the univerfe, it was alfo the firft to facrifice its 
own Lodges for the fafety of nations. 

Why lhould not every honeft Mafon on the ContU 
nent addrefs himfelf in terms fimilar to thofe in which we 
addrefs the Englifh brotherhood ? Their prefence would 
no longer be a cloak to the Myfteries of the confpiring 
Jacobins. Left to themfelves, they could no longer plead 
the innocence of their Myfteries, If the Magiftrates 
treated them with ajl the feverity of the law, he would not 
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have to fear the protefts of honeft citizens. Then would 
every thing denote that the time was come to ftrilce all 
fecret focicties with the anathema of the laws ; then 
would all the productions of the Se& be fupprefled, or 
thrown away with indignation by every clafs of citizens. 
* True principles only would be taught, and thefe would 
difcard from the minds of the people all thofe difcrgani- 
ling errors. The Seel once diflodged from its lurking 
places, truth and light would difpel that warfare of illuilon, 
error, and darknefs, which, waged by the Sophifters of 
Tacobinifm, prepares the way for the triumphant entry of 
. its deftroying brigands. 

But that long-expected day, that day of devaftation 
and plunder foretold in the Myfteries, has dawned. In 
darknefs have the adepts multiplied, and the legions of 
the Sect have fallied forth. They now wage the war of 
pikes and deftrudtion, they wave the firebrands of revo- 
lution, but have not abandoned the warfare of ilJufion.— * 
Sovereigns and Miniiters of Empires! It behoves you 
to (tern the torrent of thefe men of blood by the rnarroal- 
led band of heroes whom you command, I do not pre- 
tend to ftep over the threfbold of the chamber where our 
warriors fet in council to deliberate on the means of van- 
quishing the Sect in the field of battle. But, to enfure 
the fuccefs of your valorous efforts, may we intrude on 
your wifdom to reprefcrnt that force fhould not attract 
your entire attention ? The Jacobin is no common ene- 
my. He wages a war of Seel:, of profelyrifm againft you | 
and Seels are not to be vanquilhed by the fame- arms as 
warriors waging a glorjous war, or brigands rufhing 
forth from their ungrateful fhores in queft of pillage ana 
booty. The feat of conflict lies in opinions. The Jaco r 
bin has all the enthufiafm of the Sectary, and has alfo the 
force of arms ; that you may overpower his arms, you 
(hould know the object of his delirium. 

I began by declaring, and think I have eftabliflied the 
pofition, that in this warfare of pikes and firebrands the 
Sect fends forth its legions to fhiver the fcepter, not to 
fight the power ; it has not promifed to its adepts the 
crowns of Princes, Kings, and Emperors, but has requi- 
red and bound thole adepts by an oath to deftroy them all. 
In the Sovereign it is not the perfon that they hate ; but 
it is the chief, the Minifter of the Social Order. The f 
war U wages againft a nation is of a fimilar complexion^ 
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it is that war of opinion, which hates, not the Englifh- 
man, but the laws of the Englifh, which abominates not 
the German, the Spaniard, or the Italian, but the God, 
the Altars, the Thrones, the Senates of the German, the 
SpaniarJ, or the Italian, in (hort, of every people. Do 
not fuffer yourfelf to be mifled j the Pentarques will cer- 
tainly attempt to warp thefe plans and plots of the Se£t, 
and make them fubfervient to their own ambition; but 
have not the myfteries taught us, that the elevation of an 
■> Orleans, a B arras, or a Rewbel to the throne, never en- 
tered the mind of the adepts when they murdered their 
lawful Sovereign ? It may fupport its tyrannic Pen- 
tarques in the deftruction of Icings and governments, but 
it will crufh thefe tyrants in their turn, when they (hall 
have completed the deftrucYton of fociety. It is not a 
new Empire that they are feeking to eftablifli; it is at 
the annihilation of every Empire, of all order, rank, dis- 
tinction, property, and focial tie, that they aim.\ Such is 
the Ultimate View of its myfteries of Equality and Li- 
berty. Such is that reign of anarchy and abfolute inde- 
pendence, proclaimed in the fubterraneous lurking-places, 
under the appellations of patriarchal reign, of the reign of 
Reafon and of Nature. 

Sovereigns, Minifters, You who watch for the fafety 
of the fubjecl ! Is it clear to you why we fo much inlift 
on this general and predominating hatred as the fole prin* 
ciple ana object of this terrible war ? Becaufe it imme- 
diately points out that it behoves you to combat this re- 
lentlefs foe by an ardor and zeal for the univerfal main- 
tenance of focial order; becaufe it is now more than ever 
incumbent on you to caft aiide all ideas of perfonal in- 
tereft, that might counteract the general effort j becaufe, 
were it poflible that the interefts of the Seel could for a 
moment coincide with yours, it would be only a duty that 
you would fulfil in fufpending thofe mutual refentments 
or national jealoufies that have but too long nurtured en- 
mities and bloodfhed; becaufe much woe will befal you, 
if you be imprudent enough to think but for an inftant 
than you can either make the principles or the legions of 
the Seft the inftruments of your vengeance, or of your 
perfonal views) for the powers you put in motion (hall 
foon fall back upon you. 

I am not one of thofe who thought that they could 
trace fuch a kind of policy in the firft motions of the 
Yy 
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French revolution, pretending that foreign powers bad 
abetted the Jacobins with a view, if not to cni(b,at Jeaft 
to weaken the ancient and powerful fabric of the French 
monarchy. I have probed the ftrength of the Se£ when 
it rufted from its dens. But let it not be overlooked by 
hiftory ; let the terrible example of that man who was 
held out as one of the greateit politicians of the age, be 
ever prefent to the eyes of fovereigns. The SeS began 
to demonftrate the firft elements of its Code of Equality, 
Liberty* and Sovereignty of the People; baneful policy 
ordered La Fayette, D'Eftaing, and Rochambeau, to pro- 
ceed to the fuccor of a colony aliening its fovereignty 
agair.ft its mother country. I do not pretend to diicufe 
the rights of London or of Philadelphia; but let the mi- 
nifter, the politician Vergennes rife from his grave, he 
who in America would make, and in Holland abet, revo- 
lutions of the people equal and free; let him look to the 
throne, or feek the fovereign whofe intereft he thought 
to ferve when ufing the Sed as an engine of ftate ! ! Let 
the minifter of Jofeph II. I mean, Mercy D'Argenteau, 
come forth ; let him behold to what an end the fer vices 
of that fovereign populace would lead which he was about 
to afFcmble in Brabant, or the fervices of tlwfe prtUndtd 
friends to th* public fafety y in other words, of the emijfa- 
rics of the Seel, already omnipotent in Paris, or of thofe 
Jacobins that he would receive and fupport, that he might 
opprefs through the means of anarchy.* No, the Se£t 
that has fworn to Oliver every fceptre will not avenge 
any quarrel of your's, or prove a fupport in danger. — 
Banifli then every idea of alliance or union with its prin- 
ciples and means ! it can never lofe fight of its Ultimate 
End *, and if it fhould affeft to* make a common caufc 
with you in the annihilation of the throne that gives you 
umbrage, it will only be that it may find you Handing 
alone and deftitute of allies when it (hall turn back upon 
you. 

To renounce fuch temporary and difaftrous fervices 
can be no great facrifice. When the common enemy of 
fociety rears its head, is it not the duty of the chiefs of fo- 
ciety to forget all private quarrels, and unite in combat- 
ing fo formidable a foe ? Every ftep gained againft it, 

* See Letters on the Affairs of the A uftrian Netherlands* 
P Let. II. P. 31. 
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will be a ftep gained for yourfelf, for your peopk, and for 
that portion of fociety over which you prefide. Still far- 
ther from your mind be all thofe ideas of cold economy, 
calculating the Sacrifices or efforts you will have to make, 
or the indemnities you may claim f When the houfe that 
joins your palace is in flames, do you think yourfelf fafe be* 
caufc you have not contributed to the conflagration ? Or 
do you enquire what reward is offered for extinguishing 
the flames f More wildly avaricious, would you think of 
pillaging that houfe while the flames were communicating 
to your own? Save the univerSe, and you fave your own 
empire. Every throne beat down by the Jacobin, re- 
duces an obftacle that he has to encounter in the attack 
of yours. Will the arfenals he Shall pillage, will the re- 
quisitions of men, and legions rai fed, in the newly con- 
quered Slates, enfure the indemnities you afk 1 or do you 
exped, by complacency, flattery, and meannefs, to have 
an exception made in your favor? Can you hope to fee 
the Pentarques always preferving their neutrality in your 
regard, becaufe for the moment they are pleafed not to 
demand any farther facrifices from you ? Or, when you 
defert the common caufe, will you ground your Security 
on treaties of peace, or even on treaties of alliance offen- 
sive and defensive ? O virtue ! what defer tion of the com- 
mon caufe ! O Shame ! O cowardice ! No, the very idea 
of fuch treaties could never have entered your mind, had 
Vou been acquainted with the Se& that propofes them. 
You have figned them ; but you do not enjoy peace, not 
even a neutrality. You are its Slave. You are only the 
mouth-piece of its imperious di&ates, until the Se& Shall 
choofe to drip you of even the Semblance of authority — 
Y014 will tell us, perhaps, that you have been neuter in 
the conteft ; that is to Say, you have not dared to attack 
the Jacobin that only waits to drag you into Slavery till 
he Shall have cruShed thofe with whom you Should have 
leagued, and who could have defended you or avenged 
your death. — You have lived in peace with the common 
enemy of fociety ! You have fworn to abandon fociety to 
be butchered, thrones to be annihilated and (cept/es to be 
Shivered ; and this without Showing the leaft rcfiftance. 
—Have you made treaties of alliance? then you have 
fworn to fupport the deftroying hordes, and to contribute 
towards the deftru&ion and devaftatiori of fjciety. 
You arc fenfible as we are of the Shame, of the igno- 
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miny, of fuch a neutrality, peace, or alliances-Bat a fu* 
perior force commands. . . . Then fay that yoa are van- 
quished, tha* you are a flave to the Se&, and we (hall 
then afk, ir^on no occafion a valiant death be preferable 
to flavery ? Is that throne (aved, around which you ft'tU 
hover, by per million of the Se£t, merely as the mouth* 
piece of its commands ? Are your people faired, who are 
obliged to fully their hands with the crimes inherent to 
Jacobins ? Is that flave free, who, chained to the bench 
of the gallies, can only handle his oars in the fervice of a 
pirate ? If you ftill preferve any glimmerings of Liberty, 
if your ftrength be not entirely exhaufted, rife, Oh f rife 
once more, and fight the battles of fociety !— -Could you 
ftill be lead aftray by that flitting femblance of authority 
which the Seel: has allowed you, hearken ro Jean de Brie* 
propofing in the name of the Se&, in the midft of its le- 
giflators, to raife a legion of twelve hundred ajJaJfmSy and 
to fend them, not to kill one king, but to murder every 
king! Did not thofe legiflators announce to you in terms 
fufEciently clear the fate which they intended for you and 
your people, when they declared that they would frater- 
nize with every nation that wiflied to (hake off its laws 
or rife againft its magiftrates and fovereign ?* Would 
you wi(h to perfuade yourfelf that there exifts a fingle 
king who is not comprehended within the revolutionary 
proscription, go and affift at the annual celebration of the 
jfeftival held by the Se& in honor of the murderers of 
their king} go and hearken to their conftituted authori- 
ties, and to the ambafladors whom they fend to the neu- 
tral or allied Powers, all folemnly fwearirtg the oath of 
hatred to royalty. You have feen the adepts teaching in 
the univerfities, that but a few more years will elapfe be- 
fore the laft myfteries of the Seft (hall be accomplilhed ; 
then neither king nor magiftrate (hall exift, nor a fingle 
nation, country, or fociety governed by laws. And with 
fuch a profpe<5t before you, do you ftill hefitate at throw- 
ing afide petty jcaloufies and perfonal interefts I Shall 
pretentions, miltrutb, and enmities, between king and 
king, or nation and nation, difunite you, when fociety 
ca!ih upon you for the defence not only of your own crown 
but of evoiy crown, not only of your own nation but of 
every nation wherever laws are recognized i 

* Decree of the 9th November, 179a. 
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It is not vet too late. Nations are ftill more powerful 
than the Sect; let then every nation unite ; let their kings, 
their fenates, their people, join in the common caufe; let 
every man living in the ftatc of fociety confider the war- 
fare waged by the Sect againft fociety and property as 
aimed at his own perfon. Shall the heart of the Jacobin 
alone be inflamed by the fire of enthufiafm ? Snail the 
defolation of your country, the deftruclion of your altars, 
of your laws, of your fortunes, the devaftation of your 
towns and manlions, the tearing away of your children, 
not roufe you from your lethargy f Shall not fuch fights 
infpire you with courage, are ihey not inducements for 
Sacrifices as powerful at leaft as the enthuiiafin of delirium 
in the Jacobin i Snail it ftill continue to be faid, that the 
Brigands alone know the power and ftrength of union f . 
Every where they are one; they have but one object in 
View; they all ferve but one and the fame caufe ; tney are 
brethren wherever they meet, merely T)ecaufe they uni- 
verfally aim at the deftru&ion of the focial order. May 
chiefs of nations then uniie in one common tie of affec- 
tion ; for it is the common intereft of all and each of 
them to preferve that focial order. Such would be my 
definition of a war of zeal for fociety, a war entirely di- 
rected againft the Seft, and the only means of depriving 
it of thofo refources which it may have but too plentiful- 
ly drawn from politicians hacknied in wars of vengeance, 
jealoufy,and ambition, but little accuftomed to the idea of 
fiich facrifices as wars for the general intereft of fociety 
may require. 

When I thus wilh to ftir up all nations to make but 
one power, but one nation in the common caufe; when I 
thus wifh to fee them all actuated by the fame zeal and ar- 
dor for combating the Sec~t; the reader may be tempted 
to afk me, what is become of the war of humanity, of 
felf-prefervation, that I wifhed to fee oppofed to that war- 
fare of fury, deftru&ion, and of fanguinary rage againft 
fociety ?— Doubtlefs, it muft afflict ine thus to found the 
general alarm, which calls your embattled legions into the 
field of Mars; but when we behold thofeof the Sect nur- 
tured on blood and carnage; when thouftnds and hun- 
dreds of thoufands of citizens, whofe fluggard tranquilli- 
ty ahd averfion t* refiftance could not fave them from fall- 
ing victims; when women, aged parents, and even chil- 
dren, have been butchered fo recently in the mountains 
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of Switzerland, juft as they had been before in the fields 
of La Vendee, and in divers parts of France ; when in eve- 
ry country into which the Se& can penetrate, the inha- 
bitants mult either bend the knee to adore the idol, or per- 
ifh beneath the pikes; who will be the true friend to hu- 
manity ? Will that man fet himfelf down for a friend to 
humanity, and as having preferved fociety, who wouW let 
the armies of the Sedt fucceffivelv proceed from Brabant 
into Holland, from Savoy into Switzerland, from Pied- 
mont into the Milanois, and from thence to Rome, eve- 
ry where overturning focial order, becaufe the Sed eve- 
ry where met but with a feeble and partial refinance?—* 
Which then (hall be the true friend to humanity, the man 
who permits the fcourge to extend and ravage all Europe, 
or he who excites you to crufh the germ of fuch horrors? 
Will the preferver of your life be the man who, fearing 
to probe your wound, (hall let mortification engender in 
your flefh; or he who, employing the cauftic or the blade, 
lhall confume or amputate the decayed part to preferve 
the body? Had the counfellors of fuch a cruel humanity 
fbrefeen that a Se<2, whofe empire is terror, whofe means 
are thofe of brigands and ailaffins, was not to be over- 
powered by their perfidious complauance, what horrors, 
and what rivers of blood, would have been fpared. What 
numberlefs citizens has that reign of terror chained to the 
ftandards of the Seft, citizens even who abhorred it/— . 
Arid what numbers would have joined your ftandard, in 
defiance of the reign of terror, had they feen you waging; 
a war againft the Se£, and not a war of ambition. 1 ne- 
ver affiited at the councils of princes, and am willing to 
believe that my fellow-countrymen have formed an erro- 
neous judgment, and that the reports of partitioning and 
of ambitious views may even have originated with the 
Sect, f|nce it acquires fuch empire through its means, that 
error has recruited the ranks of the Se& with folders whofe 
courage and lives would have been at your difpofal, had 
you found means of convincing them that you had fled 
to arms folely to vindicate the caufe of monarchy, of their 
religion, and of their laws ; had they not been led to think, 
that b-jttveen two enemies they were obliged to repulle 
that which was coming, not to defend them, but to pro- 
fit by their dil'ien lions, and deliver up their country to pill- 
age, or make them flure the fate of Venice or Poland ! — 
Deprive the Jacobins of this vainpretexij let every peo- 
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pie that groans under the bondage of the Se& learn from 
your candid declarations, fupported by your deeds, that 
you only come as their faviour and liberator, that your 
legions have no other objc£l in view than the reftoring 
of them to the bleffings of fecial order. 

But whither am I wandering, and what was I about to 
promife ? Shall the fate of my country, the deftiny of em- 
pires, folely depend on the ftrength of armies? There is 
a war far more terrible than that of brigands, which the 
Sedt wages againft us. The amazing progrefs of impi- 
ety, the corruption of morals, and general apoftacy*of an 
age ftyling i«felf the age of Philofophy ; thefe arc the real 
arms of the Se£r, the grand fource of all misfortunes. Ye 
who may be affrighted at thefe truths becaufe they may 
aifcdt you more particularly, turn back to the caufes of 
our misfortunes, and you will trace them all to this apos- 
tacy. 

infuriate as a demoniac of blafphemy, a difaftrous So- 
ph ifter exclaimed, I will not ferve, my Re«*fon (hail be 
free. The God of Revelation may perfecute me, but I 
will perfecute him ; I will raife a fchool againft him, I will 
furround myfelf with confpiring adepts, I will fay to them 
Crujh the Wretch— Crufh J— C— . This fchool was 
eftablifhed on the earth; kings and great men applauded 
the doctrines of this demoniac; they reliihed them becaufe 
they flattered and unbridled their paflioos. This was the 
firft ftep towards the revolution. Do not come and 
plague me with-idle reprefentations ; turn to the archives 
qf the impious man whom thou haft idolized; there are 
my proofs. Princes, Nobles, Lords or Knights, fuch was 
the crime, I will not fay of each of you in particular, but 
fo predominant among you, that I may in fome fort call 
it the crime of your corps. The tninifters of that God 
whom you abandoned admonifhed you of the fcourges 
with which apoftates are threatened, and told you that 
your example would be fatal to your people as well as to 
yourfelves. Do you remember how their menaces were 
received ? Attend for a moment to the a£ts of that fchool 
which you fet up in oppofition to us. Heaven, in its 
wrath, his permitted the offspring of the fophifters to 
multiply like unto the locufts. They thought themfelves 
the Gods of ReafoiH they alfo raifed their voices, declar- 
ing that they would not ferve; but, turning their eyes to- 
ward you, they added, oppreifioa and tyranny has placed 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



j6* ANTISOCIAL CONSFlHAtY; 

men like unto us upon thrones} chance of bfrdi has made 
men Nobles and Grandees who are not fo good as our- * 
felves. They faid it; and that Liberty which you affcrt- 
cd againft your God, when Simulated by your paffions, 
they now affert againft you at the inftigation of their pride. 
— They confpire againft the throne and the nobility that 
furrounds it. Abandoned to your blindnefc, you courte- 
oufly received this cloud of fophifters, juft as you had re- 
ceived their progenitor. — The priefts of the living God 
came once more and admonithed you, that this fchoo) of 
impiety w.»uid not only operate the ruin of the church* 
but fweep away into the common mafs of ruin Kings, 
Princes, Laws, and Magi ft rates. Reafon called as loudly 
on you as your priefts; but you had turned away from 
Revelation, and you refuted to hearken to the voice of 
reafon. 

The God whom you daily irritated by your apoftacy 
permitted this cloud of Sophifters to defcend into the a- 
byfs of the Lodges, and there, under pretence of Mafontc 
purfuits, the occult adepts combined their confpiracies 
againft the altar, the throne, and all diftinftions, with thofe 
of the pretended fages whofe dupes you have been. The 
adepts now multiplied as faft as the Sophifters. — Under 
the aufpices of another pretended Sage, who could im- 
prove on every fpecies of impiety and blafphemy, a ne«r 
Sect is foftered under the name of Illuminees. — Thefe, 
like the hero of your apoftacy, fwore to crufti Chrift, as 
his offspring fwore to crufli you yourfelves $ and in com- 
mon with all brigands, fwore to annihilate the empire of 
the laws. — Such has been the fruit of that Philofophifm 
which you would fo obftinately portray as true wifdom. 
At length to diffipate the illufion,and to call you back to 
the faith of his Gofpel, far more than to avenge himfelf, 
what has your God done? He has filenced his prophets 
and the doctors of his law ; he has faid to them, " Dis- 
continue thofe leflbns with which you combat the deliri- 
um of thefe impious men. They raife their -Reafon up 
againft me ; it is my Son whom they have fworn to crufli. 
They wifh to reign alone over that people. They have ta- 
ken upon themfclvcs the important talk of leading them to 
true happinefs ; I will let them a& ; I abandon that peo- 
ple to the wifdom of their new teachers. You, my priefts 
and pontiffs, fly from amidft them, carry away with you 
the Gofpel of my Son. Let their (ages beat down his 
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\ ; let them raifc trophies in his temples to their he* 
roes who had fworn to crofh him ; and let that people 
proceed under the fble direction of the light of their Rea- 
ibn. - Begone, retire $ together with my Son I abandon 
both the people and their grandees to their fages; let 
thofe fages be their leaders, fince they turn their backs 
upon me and my Son." 

Frenchmen, the G«xi of your forefathers has thus fpo- 
ken. Oh, how deeply and eafily can he confound tb$ 
frudena of prudent nun and the wifdom offagos ! Go$ 
proceed through that vaft empire which be has abandon- 
ed to your pretended Philofopny. His priefts have aban- 
doned it; his altars are beaten down; his gofpel is no 
longer to be found. Now calculate the crimes and difas- 
ters ! ! Go and wander among thofe ruins, behold thofe 
mazes and fbapelefs heaps of rubbilrj. Aflc of the people, 
what is become of thofe millions of citizens that former* 
\y thronged in their towns and fields ; inquire what in* 
undation of Vandals has devaftated their land. What has 
been the fate of that town, that proudly towered in mag- 
nificent palaces, or thofe other towns, the modern rivals 
of ancient Tyre? By what means have thofe riches 
dwindled into nothing that were annually brought from 
the ffaores of the eaft, or the lfles of the weft. Thofe notes 
of mirth, thofe rural fongs, why have they given place to 
groans and complaints ? Why is that brow, formerly the 
fear of content now knitted and downcaft with terror ; 
and why thofe fighs, that even the fear of being heard 
cannot fupprefs ! All you inhabitants of France, who 
were formerly fo happy under the laws of your forefa- 
thers, but at prefent victims to all the horrors of the re- 
volution, have you not among ye its Philofbphers, the 
wifdom of its Deifh, of its Atheifts, and of its Philan- 
thropifts ? And you in particular, the difciples, and for a 
long time the zealous prote&ors of all thefe rcvolutipna- 
ry fages, how comes it to pafs that you are now difperfed 
on the face of all Europe, poor and deferted i Js not that 
Philofophy which you fo much idolized now triumphant 
in the very centre of its empire i 

Ah, how bitter would be fuch language in the mouth 
of a God but too well revenged ! Unhappy victims of 
your confidence in thefe falfe fages ! You now conceive 
how terrible it is to be abandoned to the empire of im- 
piety! Confefs at laft, that your credulity, your coufi- 
Zz 
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dence in thefe heroes of Sophiftry has been difcftrous in- 
deed ! They promifed you a revolution of wifdocn, of 
light, of virtue ; and they have curled you with a revo- 
lution of delirium, extravagance and wickednefe. They 
promifed you a revolution of happinefs, Equality, Li- 
berty, of the golden age ; and they have brought down 
upon you the moft frightful revolution that a God, juft- 
ly irritated by the pride and wickednefs of men, has ever 
poured down upon the earth. Such is the end of all that 
impiety which it has pleafed you to ftyle Philpfophy. 

Never let any perfon pretend to difpute the prime 
caufe of all our misfortunes. Voltaire and Roufieau are 
the heroes of your revolution, as they were of your Phi- 
lofopbifm. It is now time to diffipate the illufion, if you 
wiih to fee the fcourge ceafe, and preferve yourfelf from 
a fimilar danger in future. You muft work a revolution 
that will be the death-blow to that philofophifm of impi- 
ety, if you wilh to appeafe the God who has only oennit- 
ted this fcourge to befal man to avenge his Son. It i* not 
by perfifting in the outrage, by leaving your hearts a 
prey to the prime caufe of all our misfortunes, mat you 
will find the termination of them. The great crime of 
the Jacobin is his Impiety; his great ftrength refts in 
yours. The powers of hell will fecond him when he 
combats againft Chrift; and will heaven, think ye, de- 
clare for you, fo long as your morals and your faith /hall 
declare you ah enemy to the Son of God ? By your im- 
piety you become the brother of the Jacobin. You are a 
Jacobin of the revolution againft the altar j and it is not 
by perfifting in this hatred againft the altar, that you will 
appeafe the God who avenges the altar by the revolution 
annihilating our thrones and our laws. 

Such is the laft and moft important leffon that we are 
to derive from thofe fcourges that bare befallen us in the 
lame gradation as the fophiftcrs of impiety, the fophifters 
of rebellion, the fophifters of anarchy confpired.— -O that 
I may have fucceeded, when terminating thefc Memoirs, 
in engraving it deeply on the minds of my readers ! May 
it more particularly contribute to pave the way for the 
reft oration of rtligion, of the laws, and of happinefs in my 
country ! — May the refearches that I have made todifee, 
vcr the caufes of the revolution, be fervkeable to nations 
that may ftill preferve themfelves, or rid themfelves of 
fuch difafters ! — Then will that God who has fuppprted 
me in my purfuit, have blcflcd my labors with an ample 
recompence. 
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NOTE 



For the End of Volume IK of the Memoirs illujlrating 
the Hijlory of Jacobinifnu 



ON publifbing the Tranflation of the Firft Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, I declared that I confidered myfelf 
as only fulfilling a duty in laying open fo excellent a work 
to thofe of my countrymen who were not fufficiently vers- 
ed in the French language to read the original. The ob- 
ject of the Author throughout has been to {hew the uni- 
verfal havocic and defolation with which thefe depredato- 
ry Se&s have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to 
excite the vigilant attention of my countrymen, left they 
fall into the (nares that are laid to entrap them. This will, 
I hope, be thought a fufficient reafon for the following 
mors circumftantial application to Ireland and Great Bri- 
tain of the dreadful plots that have been detailed in thefe 
Memoirs, 

IRELAND. 

Ireland, ever fince the year 1782, had prefented a per- 
petual fcene of different aflbctations for different obje&s. 
The Volunteers had given rife to much debate; the Ro- 
man Catholics had been adively employed in petitioning 
the legiflature for the redrefs of certain grievances under 
which they labored; and their prayer was at length part- 
ly acceeded to. 

The firft appearance, however, of the aflbciation to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791. The propofals 
for it arc couched in the ftyle and exadt terms of the Hie- 
rophants of IUuminifm. They recommend the formation 
of an aflbciation, or, as it is ftyled, u a beneficent con- 
<€ fpiracy" to ferve the people; afluming " the fecrccy 
" and fomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Frcsma- 
u fonry." Secrecy is declared to be neceflary to make 
u the bond of union more cohefive, and the fpirit of uni- 
u on more ardent; to envelope the plan with ambiguity; ^ 
," to facilitate its own agency; to confound and terrify 
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tt its enemies by their ignorance of the defien, extent, and 
a direction," &c. Its Ceremonial is alfo Mafonie, in or- 
der to create enthufiafin. w Let every member wear (day 
" and night) an amulet found his neck, containing the 
" great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 
" of gold, on a ribbon, ftriped with all the original co- 
a lours, and inclofcd in a death of white filk, to repre- 
u fent the pure union of the mingled rays, and the aboh- 
" tion of all fuperficial diftinflions, all colours, and £bades 
<c of difference, for the lake of one illuftrious End Let 
C( this amulet of union, faith, and honor, pendent from the 
" neck, and be bound about the body next to the (kin, 
u and clofe 10 the heart." — Mafonie Secrecy, Equality, 
and Union, cannot poffibly be better defcribed. 

Its members are to be chofen from among men in the 
prime of life, without diftin<5Hon of religion ; true philan- 
thropies, who are not bound down to obedience to that 
<c wi%ard word empire, nor to the fovereigmy of two 
" founding fyllables;" from among men, in (hort, a who 
cc know liberty, who wi(h to have it, and who aredeter- 
** mined to live and die freemen, (vivre libre ou msurir.) 
This affociation (at firft called the Irilh Brotherhood, 
and afterwards the United Irifhmen) a will have, it is 
c< faidj an eye provident and profpedhve, a reach and am- 
<c plitude of conception com menfu rate to the progreffive 
c< diffufion of knowledge; — it will make the light of phi- 
41 lanthropy "converge." Its xwd is declared to be u The 
<c rights of men in Ireland; the greateft happtnefi of the 
cc greateft number in this lfland; the inherent aad inde- 
" feafible claims of every tree nation:" For, tt the rights 
u of man are the rights of God; and to vindicate the one 
" is to maintain the other. We muft be free, in order to 
a ferve him whofe fervice is perfect freedom." 

The Hierophant next proceeds toftate,that * to form 
c< a fummary of the national will and pleafure in points 
" moft interesting to national happinefs, and then to put 
" this doftrine as fpeedily as may be into practice, will be 
* the purpofe of this Central Society, or Lodge> from 
"which other lodges in the different towns will nwiiate." 
The diftin&ions of rank, of property, and of religious 
pertuafions, are to be abolifhed; but whether any thing 
fliort of « great cenvu/fien" can effectually and fptedi)y 
^procure the reform propofed, is to be, with many other 
pnnciplcs of fcdidon, the fubjea of future cUfcufioa by 
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The whole body Was to meet four times a year, and 
th« (regulating) committee once a month. Thefe meet*, 
uigs were to be " convivial \ conventional^ not a debat* 
" ing ibciety * and confidential, the heart open and the door 
* locked." Their external buftnefs to confift, « I ft, in 
" publications to propagate their principles and effe&u- 
" ate their ends. All papers for this purpofe are to be 
" (an&ibned by the committee. — 2dly, Communication 
" with the different towns so be affiduoufly kept up, and 
(( every exertion ufed to accompli fh a National Conven- 
<l tion. — 3dly, Communication with fimilar focieties a- 
« broad, as the Jacobin Club at Paris, the Revolution- 
" Society in England, the Committee of Reform in" 
u Scotland/' * 

Eulogies were to be pronounced (as in the Minerval* 
Schools) " on fuch men as /hall have deferved well of their 
u country until deaths whofe works (hould live in a li* 
a brary to be formed by »he fociety and dedicated to libe \* 
w ty." The arirtocracy (poor dupes \ were to be made their 
" inftrumems." — (Irijh Report^ Appendix^ No. IK) — 
Such was the plan on which this aflociation was to be 
formed, and it was recommended to the people of Belfaft 
by a Mr. Tone. £)n theOydvof November, 1791, the day 
on which theaflociation wasinftituted at Dublin, a Ami- 
lar invitation was publifhed by it, and was figned Napper 
Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, Equality, Secre- 
cy, Union, and the Righ^iof Man, were the real obje&s 
of this aflbciation. It is true that Parliamentary Reform 
and Catholic Emancipation were held out as their only 
objects j but it has fince appeared upon oath, that thefe 
were only pretexts, and that " the people in Leinfter, 
a Munfter, and Connaught did not care the value of a pen, 
" or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliamentary Re- 
"form^ or Catholic E?nancipation" (Appendix^ No. 

xxxi. m 

Their Forms and Regulations were alfo Mafonic. — 
Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be- 
tween two fponfors, who vouched for the characters and 
principles ot the candidates. The fign and word were a- 
dopted. Funds were produced by ad million fjes, loans, 
and voluntary contributions of the " Ari/hcrats" Taxes 
alfo of one penny per month were Lvied on the individ- 
uals of the aflbciaiion, and were generally tranfmn ted 
through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 
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changes! however took place on this fubied, and latter- 
ly three pence per flaonth was levied. Thefe funds were 
not even entrufted^) the Provincial Committees \ but a 
member of the Executive attended to carry away the mo- 
nies as foon as they were received. It is true, indeed, that 
the Executive acoumed to the Provincial Committee once 
every three months. 

A Chairman, or Mafter, prefided over the Lodges, 
whole duty it was to preferve order and direct debates ; 
he ha J the power of fining refradory members to the a- 
inount of five {hillings, and even of expelling the member 
if he continues to be contumacious; as alfo to erafe fuch 
roe nbers as did not attend their duty after they had been 
ferved with a regular notice. Officers were appointed, 
and the fecretaries always belonged to a higher degree— 
The concatenation of the degrees perfectly coincides with 
Weifhaupt's plan, as the following fcale of correfpond- 
cuce (of National, Provincial, County, and Baronial 
Committees emanating from the Individual Societies) 
Will demonstrate, 

N 
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When an Individual Society amounted to thirty-fix 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firft eigh- 
teen drawn by the Secretary were confidered as the fenior 
fociety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior fplit, 
and received its number from the Baronial Committee 
through the medium of the fenior fplit. 

; The Baronial Committee was compofed of the fecre- 
taries, treafurers, and a delegate from each individual 
(ociety under their direction. The County and Provincial 
Committees were to be compofcd of the fecretaries, trea- . 
furers, and a delegate from the Committees immediately 
under them, — (Ibid. No. II.) Ireland was fubdivided in- 
to its four Provinces, and its thirty-two Counties; but 
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as foon as two County Committees were formed, the Pro- 
vincial Committee ot that province was to be chofen.— •» 
When two Provincial Committees had been elected, the 
National was formed of five members from each Provin- 
cial Committee. 

No perfon whatever could mention the names of com*- 
mittec-men; they were not even known to thofe who had 
ele&ed them in the xafe of the National or Executive 
Committee, the fecretaries of the Provincial that examin- 
ed the ballot only informing the perfons who had the ma- 
jority of votes, without reporting to the Electors. Thus 
was the fociety entirely governed by unknown Superiors* 

When any queftions were propofed in an inferior focie- 
ty, and this iociety wiflied to tranfmit them to other fo* 
cieties (either to get information on the fubject, or for any 
other reafon) it was to fend them to the committee under 
whofe immediate direction it might be* 

Strange members were admitted to the meetings, (<ir, 
as they termed it, " to the honors of the fitting" ) on pro* 
ducing their credentials; but the Secretaries made no re- 
turns in their prefence. 

A teft was taken by every candidate previous to his ad-» 
miffion, in a feparate room, in prefence of his two fpon- 
fors, and of a member delegated by the Mafter for that 
purpofe. The teft was declared to be cc a facial and fa* 
cred compaft" and was in the words following: " I A. B. 
" do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevcre in endeavor- 
u ing to form a brotherhood of affection among Irilhmen 
" of every religious perlliafion, and that I will alfo perfe-* ' 

" vere in my endeavors to obtain an equal, full, and adc- 
u quate re pre fen tat ion of all the people of Ireland. I do 
<4 farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, rewards noi; 
u puniihments, (hall ever induce me, directly or indirect- 
tc ly to inform or give evidence againft any member 01; 
<c members of this or fimilar focieties, for any act or ex- 
a preflion of theirs done or made collectively or individ- 
<c ually, in or out of this fociety, in purfuanccof the fpirit 
" of this obligation."— (Ibid. No. II.) 

Dublin, Bdfaft, and Newry, were now become the 
head-quarters of the new conspiracy. The latter town 
even enjoyed the exclufive privilege of printing the con-* 
ftitutions of the ailociation, till by a decree of the 7 th De- 
cember 1796, it was refolved, that they (hould be printed 
in three different parts of the Kingdom for conveniency's 
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fake. A delegate was alfo deputed from thence info the 
"County of Cavan and the province of Leinfter, where he 
founded a number of focieties. The whole county of 
'Antrim was foon in a ferment ; ffs inhabitants were drs- 
fenters, whofe religious tenets bordered on democracy.-— 
The new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favorite 
theme of all t !e difcontented m Europe; Paine's Works 
•were profufcly diftributed among the Irifc ; publications 
of all forts and fizes were circulated, holding x>ut u Ign*- 
u ranee as the demon of difcord— Union, as power, wis- 
u dom,' and the road to liberty," and teaching the rifing 
, brotherhood a that a more unjuft conftitution could not 
44 be devifed, than that which condemned the natives of a 
* country to perpetual fervitude under the arbitrary do-i 
u minion of flaves and ft rangers ; — that the firft and iiW 
u difpenfable condition of the laws in a free ftate is, the 
"aflent of thofe whofe obedience they require — that the 
** will of the nation muft be declared. — Away from us 
u (cries the Hierophant) and from our children thofe pu- 
K crib antipathies fo unworthy the manhocd of nations, 
u which infjJate man as well as countries, and drive the 
" citizen back to the favage." No longer (hall man con- 
fine his attention to feme few fragments of the temple of 
Liberty. In future, u the ample earth is to be its area, 
" and the arch 4 of heaven its dome.** — (Ibid No.- F.)—~ 
The means of accompli filing thefe great things were the? 
union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were fimultaneoufly to raife their voice. In fhort, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real opprcflbrs of the people ; and thus were all the prin- 
ciples of anarchy and deftru&ion of property to be infufed 
into that fame people. Clubs and meetings were held un- 
der various denominations ; the Defenders were invited to 
unite and make a common caufe ; and the County Com* 
fnirtees were particularly entrufted with the care of mak- 
ing an union between the Orange Men and the Catho- 
lics, though great precaution was to be obferved in fpeak- 
ing of the latter, left the Proteftants fhould take alarm. 
Union among themfelves and difaffedtion to government 
was to conftitute their whole ftrength. It was feared that 
die Catholic Clergy would impede their linifter defigns; 
reports were fprcad, u that the titular Bifhops had been 
** fummoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
a received a bribe of five hundred guineas ; that they 
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• were to fummon all their Priefts, and command them 
a to do all in their power to difcover fuch of their flock 

* as were United Iriftimen, or had any connection with 
«fuch." — (Ibid No. II).— la thofe parts where thq 
whole population was Catholic, hand-bills were diftribu- 
ted, purporting to be the Conftitution of the Orange 
Men, which wa? death and deftruction to every Catholic j 
for, if the common people could be once ftirred up to re- 
bellion, it waseafy to turn their minds againft government 
as the centre of the Orange union (and what great weight 
mult this aflfertion have lately acquired, when that badge 
was worn by perfons whofe duty it is to be ever above 
party prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, 
which hau been the fceneof much ftrife between the con- 
tending parties, the Sect fucceeded in uniting and leaguing 
diem in one common caufe againft thofe who were held 
Out as the oppreflbrs of the ftate. 

The chain of correfpondence once perfectly eftablifhed^ 
communications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negociations carried on with the French during the 
laft fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with France was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranfmittcd to the French Directory.*-^ 
In the mean time the Sect continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber all the aflbciations received orders to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to rife, and to procure arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expefted. 

On the 24th of December the French really did make 
their appearance at Bantry ; and, ft range to fay, they were 
not feconded in their attempts by the people, who uni- 
verfally rofe in the South to oppofe their inyaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ftill more extraordinary manner. 
The Executive had received news, that the French had 
deferred their expedition till fpring; this circumftance 
threw them " off their guard, and in confequence of it 
" no meafures were taken to prepare the people for the 
" reception of the French army. The people were left tQ 
u themfelves. 9 ' I hope in God that this avowal, made by 
one ot their intended Governors, may prove a whcfjefome 
leflbn to that fame people, and encourage them to follow 
the loyal and genuine dictates of their hearts.— f Ibidem, 
No. XXXI). 

In future, the bufmefs that will chiefly occupy the 
A a a 
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Committees will be reports on men, arms, and money, 
which latter article appears to have been a fubjecl of great 
contention. Each degree thought itfelf intitled to dis*. 
pofeof at leaft a part of their funds j and fiich had been 
the law originally ; but the High Superiors found it ne- 
ceflary to declare, that no Committee below the County 
fhould be empowered to difpofe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial) and ultimately 
one of the Executive Directors always attended at the 
Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na- 
tional Committee whatever contributions had been levied 
on the brotherhood. The jealoufy of the brotherhood 
obliged the National Committee at one time to iflbe a 
proclamation, declaring that not " one penny of their mo- 
ney had been expended any other way than that it was 
intended for." The vigilance of Government greatly 
contributed to augment the expenfes of the SeS* as ma- 
ny of the members were taken up and brought to trial. 
Thefe were defended at the expenfe of the brotherhood. 
A regular Committee for the defence of prifoners travel- 
led the ciicuits v and the eminent talents of Mr. Curran 
(employed at a great expenfe) will ever ftand a voucher 
that juftice was done the prifoners wherever he was pre- 
fenr. Large fums were fubferibed by all clafles, and the 
duped ariftocrats (or, as one of the fecretaries ftyles them, 
the Arajlorricks) contributed at one fingle fubfeription, 
in the county of Antrim, 374I. At the fpring affizes of 
1797, held in the county of Down, 750K were expend- 
ed, and a fafe conveyance had been procured to the pri- 
foners that were confined in the jail of that county. — 
This, however, was not the only means of defence devi- 
fed ; for it was given as the opinion of a County Com- 
mittee, " that if there is any United Irifhmen on the ju- 
" ry that will commit any of the prifoners that is confi- 
<c ned for being United Irifhmen, ought to lofe their ex- 
" ijlence" The expenfes became fo heavy at length, 
from buying arms and iupporting and defending prifoners, 
that a lottery was fet on foot; but what reader would fus- 
pe& (as was really the fact) that this meafure was ob- 
jected to, on the plea that it encouraged the immorality of 
the people ? 

To return to the new military organization of the Se£h 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee fhould 
form its three individual iocieties into a company of one 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



HISTORICAL PART. 37 1 

hundred men, choofing one captain, two lieutenants, and 
five fergeants ; total 10S. The reader has already feen 
how exa&ly the correfponding fcale coincided with Wei- 
(haupt's Illuminifm; but when the military formation be- 
gan to take effc£l, and the numbers increafed bevond all 
expedition, it was deemed neceffary to extend and change 
certain parts of this fcale. Greater danger attending the 
.taking of arms, the individual facie ties began to fplit as 
foon as their numbers amounted to twelve. Thefe were 
to be near neighbors, the better to watch over each other's 
actions and to enfure fecrecy. The fecretaries alone were 
to form the higher committees. They were the bearers 
of all orders from the higher to the lower degrees; they 
reported the progrefs made by, and the views of, the Seel, 
in as much as it was thought neceffary to let them into 
the fecret s for we find that even the County Commit- 
tees were not in the fecret as to the nature of the en- 
gagements entered into with the French. What unhap- 
py deluded people then were the lower aflbciators, who 
were informed of nothing, but were to be the mere agents 
of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into this 
abyfs of horrors by a few political libertines who graft- 
ed at dominion, and wifhed to wade to the helm of the 
ftate through the blood of their countrymen ! Neverthe- 
lefs every petty piece of information that was tranfmitted 
to the lower degrees was ftyled a Report to their Conjli- 
tuents. 

According to the new fcale it was ordained, that ten 
Individual Societies fhould be under the direction of one 
Baronial Committee \ ten Baroniah to one upper Baro- 
nial; and in large towns ten upper Baroniah to one 
Dijlricl, But as foon as a County contained four or more 
Diftri£t Committees, the County Committee was creat- 
ed. When committees had been appointed in two coun- 
ties, the Provincial Committee was formed of two dele- 
gates from each, and the National Committee (or the li*- 
ecutive) of five delegates from each of the four Provin- 
cial Committees, though the National Committee was 
formed as foon as two Provincial Committees had been 
elected. A part of this Executive was ftationary in each 
province; and it appears that Dublin, Cork, and Gal- 
way, were their refidencc in three provinces ; hut witli 
refpect to Ulfter, it does not appear whether Bel fall, Ar- 
magh, or Newry, could claim the honor. From this n:w 
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formation, each upper Baronial will be found tar cantata 
a regiment.— (Ibid. XX IK) 

One Individual Society | i* Med. 
One Baronial I 10 I no 
One upper Baronial | 10 | 100 | noo 

The captains elefred the colonels, and the latter prd- 
|x>fed three perfons, one of whom was created adjutant- 
general by the national committee. It may not be impro- 
per here to remark the care with which thefe higher con- 
fpirators fought to preferve their authority in their own 
hand?, even in cafe of a revolution; for when there was a 
queftion afterward of forming a National Ajfembly, it was 
refolved that each of the thirty two counties fhould do- 
pate one perfon to be added to the Executive, all lower 
focieties being caft out of the balance, and only to be con- 
sidered as agents, who, after having been robbed of every 
moral and civil virtue, were to raifeon high their Sangui- 
nary chiefs and feducers, glutted with the blood of their 
lawful governors. 

Here we fee the amazing progrefs made, and the great 
power acquired fince the 9th of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ferious and military turn. The new- 
elected officers were injlruftedtojludy ta&ia and acquire 
every fpecies of military information with refped to roads, 
magazines, mills, &c. Plans were devifed for the fupport 
of the wives and children " during the exertions of the Br*- 
u therhood in the field" Every thing that could thwart 
government was difcufled and refolved. The confump*- 
tion of fpirits was prohibited, in order to hurt the excife; 
bank-notes were cried down; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was exprefsly forbidden. In the mean time the 
High Superiors law that this armed mob could not be 
competent of themfelvcs to cope with the king's troops; 
a means of debauching the latter from their allegiance 
was therefore contrived. Hand-bills were privily circu- 
lated, holding out their officers u as tyrants that had re- 
4i belled againft the rights of man^ and whofe orders were 
" damnable •," bills, in (hort of the moft inflammatory na- 
ture were difperfed among the military by the towns- 
people, who were charged with the fedu&ion of the troops 
of iLir garrifon. They fwore-in fome few of the foldiers; 
thde iv/oie others; and when their number was fuffi- 
tienr, lucicties was farmed in the regiments. Here again 
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we find the fign and word, which were changed every 
month; the catechifm for recognizing a true brother; and 
the oath, which was, " to be true to the French Repub*- 
" lie, and to take the life of any man who would attempt 
" to difcover." . . . — The rule for reckoning on friends 
among the military was, <c that in cafe the perfon fworn 
<c is an United Irifhman, and has not taken any a&ive fteps 
" againft the body or any of its members, out of the line 
" of his profejfton^ he was to be deemed ftill the Friend of 
" the United Irishmen."— (Ibid. tfo. XIK)— The bet- 
ter to propagate the fyftem, it was held out to the mili- 
tary, " that when the French (hould come, the foldicrs 
" were to be fuch as them ; that there were to be no 
€< rich^but all Equality; and that there was no ufe 
ct in their going againtl the French, becaul j when all the 
<c Powers were againft them, they could make no hand 
u of them. ,, — They were alio tampered with refpe&ing 
their pay. When all this had fufficiently fucceeded, " a 
" foldier in each company was appointed to make a re- 
4C turn of united men in his refpecYive company, while 
u two of the fteadieft men," from each regiment, " were 
u employed to carry thefe returns" to the towns-people* 
Thefe, in return* informed them of the progrefs made by 
the Sect in Ireland, and of its numbers on board the En~ 
glifo and French fleet; as alfo of all kinds of news from 
the latter. A plan was fettled, u that upon a fignal given^ 
cc (and this was fetting fire to a houfe, or fome fuch to* 
" ken,) if h was by day-light, the men (hould turn out 
u of the ranks ; and if it was by night, and it could be fa 
" contrived, an United Irifhman (hould be fentry at the 
u gate, who was to fell the barracks; and fuch United 
" Irifhmen as were within the barracks were to exert 
" themfelves in feizing fuch arms and ammunition within 
44 as they could get. — If there were but thirty friends in 
u the barracks, by having them difperfed up and down in 
" the rooms, when the attack was to be made, they could 
"give the arms to the towns-people." — If any part of the 
garrifon were not to be depended upon, the cannons feiz- 
ed were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps 
were to be cut off for refufing to coalefce with them. — 
Some of the brotherhood even went (o far as to attempt 
to fet fire to the ftores; but the burning coals were luck- 
ily difcovered, by a dragoon. Such was the plan for gar- 
rifons and towns; the mod* of proceeding in camp U ex- 
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emplified in that of Bandon: tt On the ift of July, 1797, 
u the country was to be fct on fire on both ends, and in 
w the middle; and then, with what friends Mr. O'Brien, 
" near Bandon, could (end them, and what friends they 
tt had in camp, about Four Hundred, they intended fir ft 
u taking the cannon, and then talcing the bell-tents, with 
" the fmall arms, which th? y would give to the country 
u people lent by Mr. O'Brien, and then go put General 
u Cocte and as many officers as they could to death y and 
a retreat to Bantry, take pofleflion of the battery, and 
4< keep it, if poffible, till the French would land." It ap. 
peared that, at a future time, when a riling was alfo to 
have taken place, that the foldiers were to put all their 
officers to death, and the yeomanry alfo if they oppofed them* 
h\ return for fo fignal a fervice, the town of Skibbereeii 
was to be given up to the foldiers for pillage during eight 
hours. — (Ibid. XXIX.) Thus do we fee the gradual pro- 
grots of this horrid aflociation toward its cruel and fangui- 
nary objeel— the great end ! !-— The committees in 
future proceed with the greatcft eagernefs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in rebellion and blood- 
fhed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and accord- 
ing to the true principles of the Se£t,a paper, entitled, the 
Union Star, was publifhed at Belfaft, printed only oa 
one fide, fo that it could be palled on the walls of the 
ftreets. — Let this paper defcribe itfelf:— a As the Union 
<c Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) the mana- 
u gers promife the public that no chara&crs (hail be ha- 
" zarded but fuch as are denounced by authority, as bc- 
w ing the partners and creatures of Pitt and his (anguina- 
w ry journeyman Luttrell." (that is to fay, Lord Car- 
€l hampton, the commander in chief.) c< The Star offers to 
" public juftice the following deteftable traitors, as fpieS 
a and perjured informers. Perhaps fome arm more lucky 
14 than the reft may reach their hearts, and free the world 
" from bondage." Then was given a lift of profcriptions, 
exacll v iuch as Marat gave when he ftyled hirafelf the 
political calculator^ becaufc, when four men had been torn 
to pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he ftated, that fub- 
tracting 4 from 30,000 there fttll remained 29,996 aris- 
tocrats to fall ben^-uh the national vengeance. Now this 
official writer, in his frantic rage, thus addrcifes his Sove- 
reign: u Let the indignation of man be ratfed again ft the 
u impious wretch who profanely aflumes the title of reiga- 
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u ing by the grace of God, and impudently tells the world 
u he can do no wrong. — Oh, man ! or rather lefs,-*-Oh 
w king ! will the (mothered groans of my countrymen, 
<c who, in thy name, fill the innumerable dungeons you 
a have made, for ajjirting the rights of man, be confid- 
u ered no wrongs?—- Go, impious blalphemer! and your 
a hypocritical focerers,** the fate Philosophy, Juftice, 
" and Liberty configns thee. *Tis inevitable, thy im- 
" pofitions are dete&ed; thy kind have been brought to 
"juftice. The firft pofleflbr of thy trade has recently bled 
iC for the crimes of the craft. — We appeal to thy noble 
u and venerated name, O Brutus ! who bravely affaflin- 
" ated the tyrant of your country amidft his cohorts, and 
u in the prefence of his penfioned fenate." — (XXVIL) 

Thefe arc literal extra<£ts from this paper; and no 

Knight Kadofch of Mafonry, nor Man-king of Ilium in- 
ifn could hold more violent language. — Another paper, 
nearly as wild, called The Press, was publifhed by Mr. 
Arthur O'Conner, with a fimilar view of inflaming the 
minds of the people. The violence of his own productions 
maybe prefumed from the fentence he paffes on all the moft 
violent papers of England in his letter to his Brother.—. 
« We (Burdett and himfelf) ordered you the Courier; 
Ci as to the morning papers they are mere lumber in your 
u office; fo we did not fend you more than the Courier, 
cc as in the bufinefs of the Prefs we found it ufclefs to have 
" any other." — ( Trials at Maid/lone.) * ^^ 

The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the French; 
of their friends in England and in Scotland; and of the 
immenfe progrefs that the Sect was making. November, 
1796, they are informed, " that four new Societies are 
" organized in Scotland, and that the County of Kerry 
a Militia required one hundred conftitutions for their own 
<c ufe." — In April, 1797, u that their numbers are im- 
<c menfe in Leinfter, though unacquainted with thefys- 
" tern of organization. InlJlfter there were 1 16,844 men 
" organized. "* 

• The refolutions entered into by the united focieties of 
Donaghadee and its vicinity (and feized on the 14th of April, 
1797) are too explicit to be omitted here. They refolvcd, that 
•' all power is radically in the people ;'' that " at the prefent 
" crius the people being united fhould arm, chufe their officers, 
" and take a firft, fecood, and third requifnion of fuch as are 
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In May, a new fccne opens itfelf, which unfortunately 
fhews us, that the Iri(h Brotherhood were noftrangers to 
deliberate aflaflination. — Between the hours of eight and 
nine of a Sunday morning, the 7th of May, 1797, a man 
of the name of James Dunn (a imith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton's fervice for the fpace of fif- 
teen years, and lived in a houfe at his lordfhip's park- 
gate) prefented himfelf at a Baronial Committee y held m 
a public-houfe, Strand-ftreet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, 
the keeper of the houfe, was his fponfor, and " would en- 
u gage his life for him that he was up oxjlrptght" Here- 
upon the figns of the Brotherhood were put to him; and 
having, by his anfwers, proved that he was a true and ac- 
cepted Brother, the chairman took ihe chair. James Dunn 
then fubmitted to the Society, <c that he and a few more 
u friends were thinking of doing out ((hooting^ Carhamp- 
** ton, becaufe he was a great hindrance to matters get- 
u ting forward." This news electrified the whole com- 
mittee with joy. — One exclaimed, w It is great news.** 
— w It is glorious news," cried another: " It is the beft 
11 news we have heard yet," faid a third : and a fourth de- 
clared, that u it would do more for the caufe than had 
u ever been done before." Dunn then mentioned a nar- 
row part of the road leading to Luttrelftown, and aftone 
wall from whence he might have *jlap at Lord Carhamp- 
ton, who, he faid, was damned wary y and always carried 
piitols with him; but one good blunderbufs would do as 
much as ten piftols. He then declared that four friends, 
John Broderick, Peter Reilly, Patrick Catty, and EJd. 
Martin, had engaged to join him ; on which the Commit- 
tee named feven of their members to deliberate on fo im- 
portant a bufinefs, and ordered them to meet at fcven 

" able to go forth to war in defence of their tights as men ; M 
that " if any prove hoftile to liberty, their eftates or property 
44 mall be confifcated, and converted to the national fund."—' 
^11 enemies to the caufe were to be tried by a jury, " accord** 
u ing to the law thenexifting;' 1 * and a Revolutionary Commit- 
tee was to be eftablrihed. It is true, that this pat r ion c zeal was 
condemned by the Provincial Committee as premature ; but it 
is to be remembered, that the High Superiors of the Seel feared 
nothing but a prematute infurre&ion ; •• for (fay ;hey), by that 
•* means Government would have it in their power to put us 
" down, never to rife, at lead for a century; and likewife we 
," have paid a great deal of money to the people in gaol, and 
*.*" it will take a large fum of money to aflift them ail winter.** 
~-( Appendix No. II J. 
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o'clock the fame evening, when Dunn and his compa- 
nions were to attend. The cuftomary oath of fecrecy was 
taken by all prcfent, to the number of 17 ; they then part- 
ed, after giving as the new word tt a good act." — At 
fcven in the evening the delegated members met, one ex- 
cepted. The oath of fecrecy having been adminiftered to 
the four friends, they were introduced. Thomas Byrne 
then faid, " I fuppofe thofe are friends and gentlemen ; — » 
u I fuppofe we all underftand what we are met about?" 
— u If they were not," anfwered Dunn, a I would not 
u bring them here."— <c We know the bufinefs we are 
cc met about (fays Byrne) ; let us proceed." Various plans 
were then propofed for doing his Lord {hip out. — Dunn 
repeated his; Byrne would have at leaft a party of nine 
mounted; but John Ferral, with fanguinary zeal,infifted 
that ev\:ry perfon prefent fliould partake of the foul deed ; 
and his opinion was adopted. Another refolution propos- 
ed by Byrne then paffed: <c That three at lead fhould go 
u out difguifed with loofe coats and blunderbuffcs; and 
" the reft, as yeoman cavalry, to be armed with piftols." 
■ 'The plan of execution was, that u thofe with blun- 
<4 derbuffes were to come at the back of the carriage and 
w to fire in; thofe with the piftols were then to ride on, 
<c and fire in at the windows, left the fire from behind 
u fhould not have taken effect; and a$ they paffed the 
"footman and pojlillion they were alio to difpatch them j 
" they were then to recharge their pieces, ride on in a 
tt body towards Dublin, and keep together, fo as to fe- 
u cure their retreat." A new oath was then taken, " to 
u be (launch and fteady, and true to one another in the 
i bufinefs." — When the book came to John Ferral, he 
enthufiaftically exclaimed, " If this bufinefs mifles, if pro- 
u vifion be made for my family, I will undertake to do 
<c him in the ftreets." Several meetings were afterwards 
held on the fubject; for never was a murder more deli- 
berately planned. — Money being neceffary for procuring 
arms, the chairman of the committee applied to the Baro- 
nial Secretary, who referred him to the Treafurer; and 
the Sunday after (May 14) James Dunn and Patrick Car- 
ty were arretted in the Phoenix- Park. Carty had, togeth- 
er with his father (a Chelfea penfioner) been a conftant 
laborer on Lord Carhampton's demefne, and had a houfe 
rent-free. The day after the arreft Lord Carhampton vi- 
fited Dunn in prifon, in the hope that he would difcover 
Bbb 
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what had become of the three other aflaffinS, Wit fie re- 
ceived no fatisfa&ory anfwer. On his Lordfhip exprefs- 
ing his furprize that the prifoner fhould be capable of f© 
atrocious a deed, the aiTaffin anfwered, that tt he thought 
" it was a good aft; that he had no perfonal did ike tohts 
" Lordfhip, and would never execute it alone, but with 
41 his party; that he had never fuffered any injury from 
u him ; but that he was fworn to execute it, and if he *ere 
" out of that (the prifon ) he would execute it if he could." 
As to the murdering the poor innocent poftillton, u h 
u was to do the thing completely." — After this are we to 
be hirprized at the horrid murders that have taken place.' 
Lord Carhampton, Ibrne time after the arreft of the fon, 
had an interview with Carty, the father, and told him, 
" that if his fon would give examinations, he was inclined 
« to let him do fo; and in that cafe he thought his life 
u might be faved ; and he defired the father would tell the 
" fon fo." — The father faid, « he was apprehenfiVe, that 
u if his fon gave examinations, he would be murdtrrdS* 
I have dwelt on this example, as it was the fubjed of a 
trial, in which the Attorney-General profecuted for the 
crown, and four counfel attended on the part of the pri- 
foner, Mr. Curran, Mr. M'Nally, Mr. Greene* and Mr. 
Emmett, who had himfelf been a member of the Execu- 
tive Dire&ory from January to the beginning of May.— 
Such able counfel, and fo public a trial, willerer ftarhp 
this as an authentic document. — (See Report of the Trials 
of Carty and Dunn, publijhed by Ridgeway.) 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but as only ten 
thoufand men of the County of Antrim would rife, the 
buli nets was retarded. The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the rifing. In July their hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimation that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Tcxd for Ireland; but thefe Wfcrfc irre- 
parably broken by the immortal Duncan on the 1 1th of 
Odober. 

In Auguft they received news, that a number of focie- 
ties had been formed in North America, and ihat thefe had 
tranfmitted 21 1 dollars to their Brethren in Ireland.— In 
October a perfon, ju(t arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and "Jkewtd 
" a Scotch conftitution, which was, WORD FOR WORD, 
cc the fame as the lr'ijh\ only that the words North 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



HISTORICAL PART. 379 

* BftiTOJia wire put in the place ^Irishmen." No- 
vember 14th, inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Proyince of Ulfter, " whether they thought that they 
u could difarm the military within themfelves; and they 
u all faid that they could, except A rmzgh."—? Jppendix, 
No. XlV.)-~Ow the 28th of December, « One confti- 
w tutipn was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
<c ajbip's company lying in Belfaft Lough, for the propa- 
u gation of the general principle."— — At the Provincial 
Meeting for Ulfler, held the jft of February, 1798, it 
was reported, tb?t cc three delegates (of whom the unfor- 
*< tunate Quigley, fmce executed at Maidltone, was one) 
5 C had juft arrived from F ranee $ that the French were go- 
P ing on with the expedition; and that it was in a great- 
ly er ftate of forwardness than wa9 expe&ed; but what 
a was moft flattering, was, that three delegates had been 
"Jent from the Vnjted Brjtons to the Irijh National 
u Committee 9 find that from that very moment they were 
44 ty conftder England, Scotland, *WIreland, as 
** one people acting for one common caufe: There were 
cc Legiflators now chofen from the three kingdoms to aft 
^ as an executive for the whole." — They were alfo in- 
formed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac Mahon, of 
Hollywood, had been the two principal perfons who dur- 
ing the preceding fummer^ had opened the communication 
with the United JJritons—(Ibid>) The delegates from - 
England brought an addrefs from the United mitons to 
the United Iriflj. In high flown and patriotic language, 
the United Britons informed their fellow men, that 
44 various political focieties had been inftituted for the pur- 
4< pofe of REFORM.— ^But they had vanifliecl, or difcon- 
44 tinued their exertions. The London Correspond- 
cc ing Society^ and other focieties in union with it, had 
44 rifen upon their ruins/' That England was never with- 
out friends to fubftantial Liberty; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time fmothered, u till the 
44 French revolution again fanned its dying embers into a 
44 glow, which, they hoped and trufted, would never be 
44 extinguiflied. — >Our numbers (fay they) are immenfe, 
14 our influence ftill more confiderable, and ourfintiments 
4C accord with yours. We are unthinned by the tyranny 
44 uf the law or of the fword.— Our delegate is eiuruited 
44 to lay before you our proceedlngs. ,, And they conclude, 
41 .With beft wiflies for the amelioration of the condition 
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a of man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aid- 
" ed by an united people, will fpeedilj emancipate your 
(< country: — We remain, in bonds of Brotherhood and 
« Union, 

« Yours fraternally." 
Friday, Jan. 5, 1798. 

(Seal) 

It appears on the evidence of John Hughes, (LtriT % 
No. /.) a printer of Bclfeft, that the delegate was a Mr. 
Bonham, who was accompanied by Citizen Baily and the 
yeunger Binns. The latter, who was introduced to Hughes 
by Qnigley, faid that he had diftributed moft of the print- 
ed addrdfcs, and defired to have an edition of them print* 
ed. Accordingly a thoufand were printed, and three gui- 
neas paid for them by a perfon of Belfaft. 

During this month a regular military committee was 
appointed by the Executive, " to conlider and digeft fuch 
<c plans, and direct the military force in fuch manner, as 
" might be neccflary in cafe of infurredtionj ;and in cafe 
<c of invafion to co-operate with the French." 

On the 27 di of February it was reported, that the As- 
fociation had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there h.wl been held in London a meeting $f all 
the delegates of England and Scotland. In March, tho 
brotherhood of the Province of Leinfter fuftained a con- 
fiderable fhocJc, by the arreft of fome of its leading mem- 
bers; but on the 25th of the fame month it appears, that 
cc the Provincial Committee of Leinfter had perfectly re- 
a covered from the (hock j they ( the delegates of Leins- 
44 ter) were only four days from the time they were tak- 
" en before they had the whole province in a complete 
14 ftatc of organization ; the Government had alfo taken 
u three of the Executive, but there were three appointed 
" in their place the very evening after they were taken." 
How truly does this demonftrate Weilhaupt's aflertion, 
that when he once has properly organized his bands, he 
will bid defiance to all his opponents. 

Another principle of that prototype of rebellion had, un- 
fortunately, been too well undcrftood by the founders of 
the Irilh brotherhood, and that was to make themfelvts 
matters of the education of youth. Many fchool matters 
(as I have been credibly informed) have (hown them- 
ielves extremely a&ivc in the whole courfe of this unfor- 
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tunate affair* The very firft man who was tried and exe- 
cuted in Ireland, for fwearing in the deluded Irifli to be 
true to the French, was a fchoolmafter called Laurence 
O'Connor. — The following are extracts from his papers, 
and proved on his trial: a 1, A. B. do fwear in the pre- 
u fence of Almighty God, that J will be true to the pre- 
€i fent United States of France and Ireland, and every 
** other Kingdom in Chrijlianity, without its being hurt- 
<c ful to foul or body, as long as they prove fo to me.-— 
44 And that / will not come as evidence againft any of my 
* brethren or committees, in any court or place whatfo- 
** ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of be- 
" ing excluded, or death without mercy. — All brothers to 
u live lovingly and harmonioufly, and quarrellous to be 
w excluded, as the Committee thinks proper. " 

u Thefe articles are according to the Foreign United 
<c States of France and Ireland, by order of our commit- 
tee of L. G. No. 16." 

A fecond paper was in thefe words : u The bearer, A. 
a B. was initiated into our fublime degree of L. L. L. by 
« me C. D." 

There was alfo found on the prifoner three regular cer- 
tificates, one of Free Mafons, a fecond of Royal Arch, and 
a third of Knights Templars, fhowing that O'Connor 
was of thefe Orders. One of the Counfel attempted to 
explain away the oath, reprefenting it as " the mere rhap- 
fody of a warm imagination, ufed to exercife itfelf on Ma- 
fonic myfteries;" he reprefented to the jury, that " it 
would be a cruel verdict indeed that would convi&a man 
of high treafon, merely for ujing a few cabalijlical words 
and fymbols"—~\ will venture to affirm, that fhould the 
learned counfel ever chance to perufe the Memoirs of Ja- 
cobinifm, he will have a clearer infight into the Caufe he 
had to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment of 
the fummer affizes in 1795. — ( See his Trial.) 

What a melancholy lecne did the feat of fcience (I mean 
the Univerfity of Dublin) prefent, when on the 19th, 
20th, and 21ft of April, 1798, it appeared on thecleareft 
evidence that a body of United lnihmen had organized 
themfelves within the walls of the College! had confult- 
ed about providing themfelves with arms, and had elec- 
ted officers ! — Nineteen ftudents were expelled, and fom« 
other perfons cenfured. — (Vifitation held by Lord Clare.) 

In the mean time open rebellion continued its progrefsj 
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and on the i ft of April it is reported to a committee, that 
a letter had been received u from Bartholemew Teeling 

* (executed in September 1 7 98, being taking in arms with 
** the French in their invaiion at Killala) who was one 

* of the delegates in France, ftating, that the French 
u troops would 010ft certainly be on board by the middle 
41 of this month. The troops from Breft and that neigh- 
u borbood were determined to try to evade the Bricifh 
** fleet, and to land in Ireland ; of courfc the Bribfli fleet 
** would follow them ; and while thus drawn off*, all the 
u other troops embarked at other ports would make a 
*< defcent on England Whatever might refult from this 
" attempt, rt was the fixed determination of the National 
** Committee, in cafe the French ftiould be fruftratetf, 
tt that the brotherhood \jbould of thernf elves make * rifing. 

* The citizens of Dublin, it was fuppoied, with the as- 
u fiftance of the army, could feize the capital at any mo- 
u ment." Unfortunately, the principles of the Sect had 
made fuch a progrefs, that as early as February die re- 
turns declared die number of the brotherhood to amount 
in Ulfter to 110,990, in Munfter to 100,634, and in 
Leinfter to 68,272 j and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
alone, it was dated that 3,800 would a& againft Govern- 
ment. The Executive proceeded tocarry their determin- 
ation into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be feized on at one and the fame 
time; and the fignal was to be given to the whole coun- 
try, by the burning of the mail coaches. But, in order 
to get pofleflion of the camp at Lehaunftown, the Meffrs. 
Sheares applied- to Captain Armftrong, who, true to bis 
duty (and happily "lor his country), laid open the whole 
of the plan to his commanding officer at whofe exprefs 
defire he continued to commune with the conCpirators. 
He was queftioned by them as to the ftrong and weak 
fides of the camp; and a Mr. Lawlefs (a furgeon), with 
the natural humanity of his Se&, obferved, that tt the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient 
for hanging people." At length it was agreed, between 
the Meflrs. Sheares (John was a member of the Exe- 
cutive) and Captain Armftrong, that th* latter fliould 
a erect a ftandard upon the night to be fixed upon for 
w the attack upon the camp, which was to be joined by 
fC all whom he had previouily known to be United Irtfh- 
* 4 men; that no perfon was to be /pared', and they, wore 
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u not to be given the option of joining at the time of the 
"attack." 

The camp once carried, and Dublin fallen into the 
hands of die confpirators, we may judge of the ufe they 
meant to make of their victory, by the following pafii* 
ges of a proclamation found in the poffeffion of Mr. Hen- 
ry Sheares, and in the hand- writing of John Sheares, the 
member of the Executive : 

a Irifhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
u to be avenged. That vile government, which has fo 
u long and fo cruelly oppreiTed you, is no more. Some 
a of its moft atrocious monjlers have already paid the 
"forfeit of their lives, and the reft are in our hands,—* 
u A rife then, United Sons of Ireland ! Rife like afcreat 
44 and powerful people, determined to live free or die !-— • 
"Arm yourfelves by every means in your power, and 
" rujh tike lions on your joes — In the caufe of Liberty, 

* ina&ion is cowardice, and the cow ard /hall forfeit the 
u property he has not the courage to protect : let his arms 
u be fcized, and transferred to thofe gallant fpirits who 
a want and will ufe them. Yes, Irifhmen, we fwear by 
u that eternal juftice^in whofe caufe you fight, that the 
c< brave patriot who furvives the prefent glorious ftruggle^ 
u and the family of him who has fallen or (hall fall hftte- 
44 after in it, fh^il receive from the hands of a grateful na- 
44 tion an ample recompenfe out of that property which 
44 the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands. 
44 But we likewife fwear ", to punijb robbery with death 
44 and infamy ! ! ! 

44 As for thofe degenerate wretches who turn their 
44 fwords againft their native country, the national ven* 
44 geance awaits them : let them find no quarter, unlefs 
44 they (hall prove their repentance by fpeedily defert* 

* ing, — &c. &c. 

u Many military feel the love of liberty glow within 
44 their breads, and have joined the national ftandard. 
44 Receive with open arms fuch as (hall follow fo glori- 
44 ous an example. But for the wretch who turns his fword 
44 againft his native country, let the national vengeance 
u be vifttedon him j let him find no quarter." — ( Irial of 
Mefjrs. Sheares. 

The foregoing is more than fufficient to (how the na- 
ture of this afibciation. My objeft has not been to write 
She hiftory of the late rebellion,' but merely to (bow that 
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its oh)eR,endy and means y were entirely fimilar to that of 
the infernal Sect defcribed in the Memoirs that have juft 
been laid before the Englifh reader. May my country- 
men profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard 
againft the infidious progrefs of that Sc& in Great Bri- 
tain ! 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

When we turn our eyes toward Great Britain, aflb- 
' ciations of a fimilar tendency appear; under a great &*> 
verfity of names indeed, but all actuated by a fimilar fpi- 
rit. Their firft object was, to captivate the minds of the 
people by means of tt lectures delivered on political fub- 
a jects, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
44 the attention of the audience ; and in the courfc of them 
a every topic was employed that could inflame their 
44 minds, alienate them from the laws and conftitution of 
44 their country, and habituate them to principles of fe- 
44 dition and rebellion. The moft violent publications 
44 to the fame effect were fecretly but generally circulated 
44 in hand-bill?, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
" parts of the country. Every point that could excite 
44 difcontent, according to the purfuits, interefts, or pre- 
iC judices, of different chuTes, has been fucceffively dwelt 
41 on, and always in fuch a manner as to connect it with 
44 the leading defign. The attempt to accomplish this 
44 End has appeared in the fhape even of play-bills and 
44 fongs; feditious toafts, and a ftudied felection of the 
44 tunes which have been moft in ufe in France fince the 
44 Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpofe, of 
44 endeavoring to render deliberate incitements to every 
44 fpecies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people." 
(Eng. 2d Report^ p. 20. ) — u In the fame manner (fay 
u the confpirators) that a farmer may be roufed by the 
44 mention of tythes y the Jhoe-makers may by the exctffive 
44 dcarnefs of leather , the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
44 unnecejfary fianding army, and ALL by a temperate 
44 and difpajjionate relation of the immenfe number offine- 
14 cure places and ufelefs offices, in which the corrupt and 
44 proftitute favorites, agents, &c. of the Rich and Great 
44 riot in the fpoilsand plunder wrefted from thehufband- 
a man, mechanic, &c. — (Jp. C. p. 28.) 

The aflbciation that took the lead was, the Society 
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f or Constitutional Information, which on the 
33d of March, 1 791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the Rights of Man. — ( Ibid %\.) Other fo- 
cieties, fuch as thofe of Sheffield, Manchefter, &c. paffed 
limilar votesfor his having demonftrated the rights of 
man in a manner^ clear and convincing. In May, 1792, 
this fociety refolved, that a communication (hould be 
opened with the Jacobin Club of Paris -, and an addrefs 
to that club was tranfnitted, finned by the chairman. An 
addrefs was alfo voted to the National Convention on the 
9th of November, 1792, in confequence of the attack of 
the 10th of Auguft on the French Monarch, ftyling the 
Convention u fervants of the fovereign people, and bene- 
"faftors of mankind. 'Ihe benefits (they fay) will in part 
<c be ours, but the glory will be all your own; and it is the 
« reward of your perfeverance; it is the prize of virtue." 
— .( Ibid 24.) 

Another affociation, calling itfelf the London Cor- 
responding Societ v,was inftituted in January, 1792. 
It immediately formed a clofe connection with the Society 
for Conftitutional Information; on the 12th Oftober, 
1702, it framed an addrefs to the French Convention ; 
the deputies who prefented it, " after pointing out their 
« wiihes to effeft in this country a revolution fimilar to 
* that made in France, confider the example of France as 
« having made revolutions eafy ; adding, that it would not 
« be extraordinary, if in a fhort fpace of time the French 
"fhouldfend add reffes of congratulation to a National 
^Convention of England; and the prefident in his anfwer 
« fays, the moment, without doubt, approaches when the 
« French will bring congratulations to the National Con- 
« vention of Great Britain,"— ( Ibid. 25. J The frater- 
nal embrace and the honors of the fitting were the natu- 
ral recompenfe of fuch patriotic declamation. The fan- 
euinarv Barrere, St. Andre, and the infolent Roland were 
declared honorary members, and the fpeeches of the two 
former on the trial of Louis XVI. were entered on the 
books of the fociety. . 

Various focieties were now formed in different parts 
of England, all correfponding with thofe in London, as 
their centre. Reform in parliament, univerfal fuffrage, 
and annual eka.ons, were the obiefts held out to the over- 
• credulous. Soon we find the London Society for Con- 
stitutional Information and the London Cor- 
Ccc 
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responding Society in dole connexion with, and 
a&ually dire&ing, fimilar ibcieties at Hertford $ at 
Cambridge ; in Norfolk, at Norwich ; at Li ec es- 
ter; in Warwickshire, at Coventry and Birming- 
ham** at Nottingham; in Derbyshire, at Derby 
and Helper; in Cheshire, at Stockport; in Lanca- 
shire, at Liverpool and Manchefier; in Yorkshire, 
in the Weft-Riding, at S he ffleild, Leeds j Bradford^ Hal- 
ifax, Huddersfie/d, and JVakefield; in NORTHUMBER- 
LAND, at NewcaftU upon 'Jyne, &c. Aflbciations were 
alfo formed at Bristol. With refpeft to Scotland^ 
Edinburgh appears to have been the central point for 
that country correfponding with London. In the interior 
of Scotland, and under its direction, we find many towns, 
fuch as Leith, Dundee, Perth, Stirling, Kilfytb, Kyrkin- 
tullochy Glafgow (which aJfo corresponded with London) 
Paifley, Strathaven, Dalkeith, &c. The lame rules erf 
proceeding, and for Subdividing the Societies, are to be 
traced again. But nothing can better ill uft rate the na- 
ture of thefe aflbciations than that of Sheffield. 

This aflociation they tell us (Appendix D.) themfelres, 
a originated in an aflembly oi five or fix mechanics, who 
u by their meeting at fome one of their hou&s, and con- 
u verfing about the enormous high price ofprovifions ; the 
44 grofs abufes this nation labors under from the unbound- 
" ed authority of the Monopo lifers of all ranks, from ike 
€< king to the peasant; the wafteandlavifliortbe pub- 
** lie property by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and de- 
<c bauchery, Sources of the grievous burthens under which 
<c the nation groans ; together with the mock reprefent- 
c< ation of the people ; — thefe being the fubje£fe of their 
a converfation, they concluded) that nothing but DARK- 
tt ness and ignorance in the people could Suffer the 
cc rights of every freeman to be thus violated." They 
then invited their neighbors to deliberate on this patrio- 
tic difcovery ; they re-printed an edition of 1600 copies 
of Paine' s Rights of Man , and fold it at fix-pence to en- 
lighten their fellow-countrymen. They ftyle themfelves 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, write up to 
London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to rcmieii the 
favor " of forming a connexion with all the like foci- 
" eties in England, and efpecially with thofe or fome of 
w them in London, the Thatched-houfe, the London-ta- 
<c vern, or others, and humbly Solicit their advice and as* 
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* (iftance in the accomplifhing thereof, in order to form 
« our refolves fimxlar to theirs ; becaufe, as we are adu~ 
%l ated by the same caufe and principle^ and all our in- 
a terefts being one, our feniiments ought and muft be the 
"fame." In about four months after, they inform the 
London Society, that a not only their large and popu- 
a lous town, but the whole neighborhood for many miles 
* ( round about, have an attentive eye upon them * and that 
tt moft of the towns and villages were forming themfelves 
a \v&o fmilarajftuiations^jiri&ly eopying after us " They 
alfo declare their object to be, "a radical reform of 
M the Country as foon as prudence and difcretion would 
* c permit, and eftablUhed on that fyftem which is confift- 
li eat with the rights of man" They requeft that cer- 
Cain members of their aflociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting, which now becomes the regulating com- 
mittee, that " a more cloie connection might be formed 
tt and communication be maintained, M for the extenfion of 
* ( ufeful knowledge from town to vi/lage 7 znd from village 
M to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently enlight- 
u ened and united in the fame caufe^ which cannot fail of 
a being the cafe wherever the moft excellent works of 

* Thomas Paine find reception." Should any pcrfon 
wifli to be convinced, that all thefe, as well as the Irifli 
focieties, were formed on Weifliaupt's correfponding fcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the diicontented mechanics had 
corresponded with London : a It is certainly (they fay) 
44 the heft way of managing large bodies, as in great and 
u populous towns* viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
" or meetiugs of ten perfons each, and thofe ten to ap - 
€< point a delegate. Ten of thefe delegates form another 
" meeting, and fo on, delegating from one to another, till 
" at laft they are reduced to a proper number for confti- 
u tuting the Committee or Grand Council." After 
this, it U really ufclefs to trouble my reader with any 
thing more on the nature or principles of the focieties of 
Great Britain. We find fublcriptions carried on for the 
defence of the profecution commenced againft Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thofe of Eng- 
land to hold a Convention, which, tho' not general from 
England, met in October, 1793. — (Appendix F.) — A 
letter was there read from the lour united focieties of Ire* 
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land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler at- 
tended from Dublin, but were not delegated, however*, 
the latter made a report to the convention on the ftate of 
Ireland. Margaroty a London delegate, faid, cc The fo- 
u cieties in London are very numerous, though fomewhat 
c< fluctuating. In fome parts of England whole towns 
c< are reformers; Sheffield and its environs have 50,000. 
" In Norwich there are 30 focieties in one. — If we could 
<c get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
<c might reprefent fix or [even hundred thsufand males, 
11 which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
<c and miniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights." 
They had held fourteen fittings, when the magittrateS 
thought proper to put a flop to it and arreft fome of the 
members; others aped the conduct of the tiers etat at 
VcrfailJes, when ordered to difperfe, and adjourned from 
place to place; happily, however, they did not fucceed. 
All their forms, and even their modes of fpeech, were 
fervilely copied from the French. After the numerous 
adherents that they had feduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sect thought it time to bind the mon~ 
Jlers who dared oppofe them ; to effectuate this, pike& 
were forged in different parts of Great Britain. K A 
" plan (writes the fecretary of the Sheffield fociety, in 
"April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into etfltffc 
<c this neceiury bufinefs (of arming). Pike-bJades are 
<c made with hoops for the (haft to fit the top ends; the 
<c bottom end of the (hafts (hould be about an inch thick- 
<c er, and fir is recommended for the (hafts, fele&cd bjr 
<c perfons who are judges of -wood. The blades and 
<c hoops will be fold at the rate of one (hilling, properly 
u tempered and poliflied. The money font with the or- 
« dcrs." — (2d Report^p. 2) — 1 be fecretary of the Cor- 
rcfpondlng Society gave directions where the pikes might 
be procured (page 5) ; thofe who could procure mus- 
kets learneJ the ufc of them, exercifing by candle-light, 
or under pretext ofloyal aflbciations ; that which aflumed 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but thofe 
who were members of the Correfponding Society, or who 
promifed to become fo; nor had this armed ailociation 
been authorised by government. Meanwhile Scotland had 
made fuch progrefs that the brethren there not only be- 
gan to arm with pikes, but alfo turned their mind towards 
acling! The plot was fortunately difcovercd. A thenff** 
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officer went to fearch the houfe of ayfefr. Watt Jot foaie 
goods which were fuppofed to have been fecreted, z% be- 
longing to a bankrupt of the name of Neilfon y and who 
has lincecommenceaVgjpacher in England. In this fearch 
he found fome pikes j *ftd in a fecond (made in the fame 
week, on the 15th of May, 1794) many more weredis* 
covered in a clofet. This gave rife to enquiries, and it 
was found that no lefs than 4000 pikes had been ordered 
for Perth, beiide thofe wanted for Edinburgh. It was far* 
ther difcovered, that this Watt was a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means delegated from the remnants 
of the convention; that he had in this committee read a 
plan " For feizing on the Lord Juftice Clerk, the Lords 
" of Seffion, apd the Lord Provoft. A fire was to be 
" lighted at the Excife, and when the foldiers were com * 
" ing down, the people were to fall on them and fcize the 
cc Banks." As foon as this had fuccecded, a proclama- 
tion was to be iflued, a Deilring all farmers not to remove 
" their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
M to go three miles from their houfes." This grand plan 
was communicated to the Societies by means of travel- 
ling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not figned, but feals were 
attached to the com million. The plan executed, and the 
c< Arijlocrats feized" couriers were to.be lent ta the 
country with the news. In Watt's houfe were alfo found 
the types of the hand-bill contained in Appendix A. No. 
I. and dated Dundee, April 12, 1794, which was diftri- 
buted among the Fenciblcs, to flir them up to revolt.— 
The manner of diftributing them is worthy of remark, as 
being common to England as well as to Scotland. Dow- 
nie^ who was alfo a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and who was convicted with Watt, after 
giving fome to a perfon who was to diftribute them, 
" deftred him to throw the parcel on the floor; and if 
" any body aflced him where he got it, he might fay he 
" found it." A fhort time after, thele hand-bills found 
their wa^y to the foldiers in garrifon at Dalkeith. — (Set 
t he % rials of Watt and Doiunie, in Augujl and Septem- 
ber* 1794J _ ....... > 

On the 12th of April, 1797, England witnefled the 
awful fight of its fleet in open mfurrecHon. Here, as on 
land, we find oaths of fecrecy and of union, delegates, and 
accord of fyftem pervading the whole mutiny. At ^ortf- 
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mouth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by the 
*oJi of April; fane draggling (hips would indeed fibovr 
fvmptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there and at 
Plymouth: At length the great mutiny at the Nore broke 
out on the ilth of Atay y and was not fuppreffed till die 
month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought to 
trial; and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the 30th 
of June. No authentic document appeared on thefe trials, 
indeed, that could conned this mutiny with the fecret fo« 
cieties on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be evi- 
dent, that the Gorrefponding Society did not view this in* 
{urredtioo of the fleet with an indifferent tye. I here al- 
ijide to the papers that appeared on the trial of a man of 
tpename of Fcllowts, who had been a journeyman car- 
penter before he took to the patriotic line, he was tried 
at Maidftone on the 13th of March, 1798, (his trial hav- 
ing been deferred at his own rcqueft) and fentenced to two 
years impriibnment. The account of the tranfa&ion giv- 
en by the prisoner, as appeared in evidence, is as follows : 
44 That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten's houfe in Maidftone ; 
44 that a pared came there on the \%th ofMay^ 1797, (the 
44 fleet in full mutiny) directed to Mr. Wratten, by a 
44 Charing»Crofs coach. — The wife opened the parcel; 
44 and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, he (Fellowes j 
44 told the wife, that die papers it contained belonged to 
44 one of the fooieties; there was to be a meeting, he told 
44 her, on that night at the Rift and Grown \ that he would 
44 carry them there, and take the fenfe of the meeting. He 
44 accordingly did fo; read one of them, and none of the 
44 (bciety made any obje£hon. He then laid them on tht 
44 tabUy and the members of the fociety helped them/elves 
44 as they thought proper ," (or,perhap5,/«*ift/fA//»,as was 
die cafe with the hand-kills in Scotland.) Some of the 
bills were carried from this meeting to another di virion 
of the fociety, fitting at the Ca/lle Inn> under the pretence 
of knowing whether they were legal ; but, whether legal 
or not, they were distributed before morning among the 
frldiers then at Maidftone. — The paper began thus:— 
44 To the Britifh Army: — Comrades, are we not men? 
44 — Is it not high time we ihould prove we know our- 
44 fclves tob^ fuch? — Are we any where refpe&ed as men 
41 — and why arc we not?— Have not wrong notions of 
44 discipline led us to our prcfent defpifed condition ? — Is 
44 there a man among us who does not wifh to defend his 
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<* country, and who would not wiUingly do it without be- 
tt ing fub)e£ to the infolence and cruelty of effeminate 
w puppies? Were not the Sailors (at that time in full 
<c infurre&ion), like us, mocked for want of thought, tho* 
<c not fo much defpifed for poverty as we are ? Have they 
" not proved that they can think and ACT for them- 
u /elves, and preferve every ufeful point of difcipline full 
cc as well, or better than when under the tyranny of their 
<c officer*?" Then comes a heap of declamation againft 
the officers, againft Parliament, againft barracks, (a ter- 
rible grievance, as it guards the foldiers from falling an 
eafy prey to the difcontented) and on thefyftem of clothe 
ing; the Addrefs then proceeds: — <c Thefe are a few of 
" our grievances, and but a few; what (hall we do?— 
€< The tyranny of what is falfely called difcipline prevents 
tt us from afting like other men. We cannot even give in 
" a petition for that which common honefty would freely 
" have given us long ago. We have only two choices, ei- 
" ther to fubmit to the, prefent impofitions, or demand the 
c< treatment proper for men. The power is all our own. 
tt The regiments which fend you this are willing to do 
<c their part." (Can the Correfponding Society here de- 
nominate themfelves regiments, in confequence of their 
pike-bufinefs?) " They can (how their countrymen they 
« can be foldiers without being JIaves,and will make their 
w demands asfoon as they know you will SOT DRAW THE 
"TRIGGER AGAINST THEM. — Of this We will judge 

a when we know you have diftributed this bill, not only 
** among your comrades, but to every foldier whom you 
tt know in every part of the country— -Be fober— Be 
" ready." The whole of this trial took place in prefence 
•of feveral of the members of the Correfponding Society 
of Maidftone; and after the fentence of two years impri- 
fonment was palled on Fellowes, and that he was taking 
from the bar, fome of his friends confoled him by faying, 
<c Two years ! that is a long while; but Buonaparte will 
iC be here before that." However this vapouring Came* 
leon is little to be dreaded by Britons. 

Hand-bills of the fame nature were difperfed among the 
army in other parts, and particularly in London; but, like 
true foldiers, they only anfwered by offering rewards 
(collefied from their pay) for the difcovery of the mis- 
creants who had conceived fo mean an opinion of them 
as to think they could be feduced from their duty. A par* 
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Ce\ of hand-bills* in die very terms here mentioned, '?&& 
thrown into the fta1>les of the Second Regjment of Horfe 
Guards, between the hours of one and th&e in the morn- 
iim, but was treated with the contempt it deferred; i The 
diftribution of fuch hand-bills, and the firoef adduced at 
Maidftone, will caufe much lefs furprize* When it is known, 
that ** the drfign of endeavoring to ftducethe army from 
<c thdPduty had beenthe frequent fu bj eft of con verfation 
a among fome members of the Correfponding Society ; it 
" even appears, that a projeft was repeatedly agitated a- 
4C mong them, of ftriking a fudden blow, and beginning 
ct by fecuring the Royal Family and the Members of both 
w Houfcs of Parliament, with the hope (as it was exprefs- 
€< ed) that the army being without leader s^zuould no long- 
* er oppofe their attempts. — (2d Report, p. 17.) 

The lrifh fyftem was now fully adopted in Scotland; 
as on the2ift O&ober, 1797, a perfon juft arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conftitution to a County Meet- 
ing at Down Patrick, " which was word for word the 
" fame as that of the lrifh, only the words UnitedNoRTH 
u Britons were fubftituted for United Irishmen." — 
(Irijh Appendix, No. XIP.)-—t\xi& on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, 179H, The United Britons fend the addrefs already 
mentioned in the account of Ireland, declaring that u The 
u Society of the Friends of the People and that for Confti- 
u tutional Information had difcontinued their exertions; 
fc that the London Correfponding Society^ and other fbcie- 
Ct ties in union with it, had arifen upon their ruins." — 
(Ibid.) — The delegates who carried it informed the Na- 
tional Committee of Ireland, that " England, Scotland, 
a and Ireland, were in future to be confidered as one peo- 
ple, afting for one common caufe; that legijlators were 
u now chofen from the three kingdoms, to ait as an Exe- 
<c cutivejor the whole." — VVhither does this infor- 
mation naturally lead us ? Surely to that paper which gave 
rife to the famous trial at Maidftone of (^uigley, Binns, 
OConnor, &c. ? It began thus: a The Secret Committee 
cc of England to the Executive Direclory of France-^ 
u Health and Fraternity — 'he 6th of Pluviofe (or Janu- 
cc arv 25th, exactly twenty days after the addrefs to Ire- 
<c land.) Citizen Directors — we are called toge- 
<c ther, on the wing of the moment, to communicate to 
tt you our fentiments; the citizen who now prefents them 
•** to you, and who was the bearer of them before, having 
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M but a few hours to remain in town, expeft not a labor- 
fC ed addrefs from us; but plainnefs is the great charac- 
w teriftic of republicans. 

" Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful crifis\ 
<c tyranny, (haken to its bafis, feems about to be buried 
K in its o^n ruins. With the tyranny of England ihat of 
a all Europe muft fall. Hafte then, Great Nation, pour 
ks forth thy gigantic force ! Let the hafe defpot feel thine 
" avenging ftroke, and let one oppreffed nation carol forth 
<4 the praifes of France at the altar of liberty. 

a We faw with rapture your proclamations ; they met 
c< our warmeft wifhes,and removed doubts from the minds 
tt of millions. Go on ! Engli/hmen will he ready tofecond 
u your efforts ! ! /" What fpurious breed of Engli(bmen 
are theie ? What race of Engiilhmen have fuffered them- 
fclves to be led away by fuch bafe-born cowards ? Is it in 
the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin- 
cent, a Duncan, or a Nelfon, that they dare invite thefe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage thisflou- 
rifliing country ? Are the fans culottes then to lord it in 
London ftreets, bearing on pikes in .fanguinary triumph 
the heads of the beft men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality and Liberty ? Vainly fhall fuch fyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the general pillage 
and of defpoiling their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to tbepeafant, all are declared monopolizers) fpread 
the terror of French arms and the impoflibility of refitt- 
ing them. No ; far from us be fuch teachers and fuch 
leaders, who only beguile the unheecly to lead them to 
beggary, wretchednefs, or the gallows^ Englishmen 
are loyal^ manly ^ and brave \ and whlft once they (hall 
have unmafked thefe infidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of victory. But to return to the addrefs: — The 
nation is reprefented to be on the eve of bankruptcy; as 
making great progrefs in democracy ; and as placing little 
confidence in the leaders of oppofuion fat leaft fuch was 
the explanation of that paflage given by the Counfel for 
Mr. O'Connor). It then proceeds: 

" Already have the Englifli fraternized with the Irifil 
<c and the Scots; and a delegate from each now fits 
w with us. The facred flame of liberty is rekindled, the 
<c holy obligation of brotherhood is received with en-> 
w thufiajm> Even in the F leets and Armies it make 9 
Ddd 
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"feme progrefs. Disaffection prroalh in Uth^ and 1 
tc United Britain burns to break her chains/' 

I had forgotten to fpeak of a circunaftarice relating to 
the fleets. Englifhmen have viewed with horror the fcene 
of the Hermione frigate, whole crew rofe on their officers, 
murdered them, and carried the (hip into the enemy's 
port. They have feen many other plots laid (but fortunate- 
ly difcovered) to murder the officers and give up the Blips 
to the enemy. Looking back to the oath adminiftered to 
the military in Ireland, tt to be true to the French," and 
the plans agreed upon " to murder their officers and de- 
liver the arms up to the towns-people," the reader will 
not be fo much at a lofs to judge whence fuch atrotioas 
plots could arife, or what the progrefs of the brother- 
hood in the fleets can mean. God forbid, that I IhotiM 
mention this with any idea of reproach to chofc gallant 
men who have fince fo glorioufly obliterated every ftait* 
that could have attached to their conduct during the mu- 
tiny. They faw with regret that they had fallen viflims 
to fedu&ion, and they glorioufly revenged themfelves on 
the enemies of their- country. They have counteracted 
the atrocious plans of the confpiring Brotherhood ; and 
when I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, 
that crafty feducers could perchance furprize their natural 
honefty. 

It continues: K United as we dre, we Only wait with 
44 impatience to fee the Hero of Italy, and the brave ve- 
u terans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
<c arrival with (houts of joy; they will foon finifli their 
u glorious campaign ! Tyranny tviH fntnijh from tbt 
"face of the earthy and y crowned with laurels, the in* 
•* vincible anny of France will return to its native ceun~ 
u try, there long to enjoy the well earned praife of agrafe* 
"fulwerldyivh&ff freedom they ketve pur chafed with thoitr 
* hloodr (L. S.) 

Did fycophants ever beg more earneftly for the plun- 
der and devaftation of their fellow-countrymen j for they 
could no longer plead ignorance of the views of the 
French ? Colonel Tate had made his deicent on the coaft 
of Wales the aid of February, 1 797, and his inftruftions, 
figned by Hoche,* the faithkfs conqueror of Quiberon, 

* Thefe inftruflions were much eavilled atb? thole piper* 
that are ever founding the prunes of the French KevolutioQ ; 
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•rikrei him tt to egecute a iwp de main on Briftol ;" 
for its deftru&ion was « of the very laft importance, and 
u every poffible effort (hould be made to accompliQi it," 
M account of its riches and commerce. The troops wcr? 
to be landed by night u within five miles of the town* 
« in the greateft nlence, and being fupplied with com* 
u buftible matter, were to advance rapidly in the dark, 
u on that fide of Briftol which might be to windward, 
u and immediately let fire to that quarter. If the enter* 
* prize be conduced (they fay) with dexterity, ii cannot 
" tail to produce the total ruin of the town, the port, the 
a docks, and the veflels, and to ftrike terror and amaze* 
u ment into the very heart of the capital of England." 
Let the inhabitants of Briftol now call on thofe infiduout 
brethren who dare commune with them, and afic them, 
Whether they alio approve of this invitation of the bro- 
therhood to the French, a* they " applauded and appro- 
tt yed the refolut ion oj forming amthir general convention'* 
on the 24th of April, 1794, after the difperfion of the 
Scotch Convention in December, 1793. After reading 
Hoche's Inftru&ions, will they write ag«un to the London 
Correfponding Society-—" we read—we blufhed-—-we 
" took courage*— we did more ; for we refolved on re-as* 
u fembling." If (b they do, it is to be hoped that they 
will do it for the purpofe of making public atonement to 
their feliow-townfmen for their paft conduct ; for they 
can no longer (ay u 'tis a noble-*? tis a virtuous— J tis a 
u god- like andimmrtalcaufe—in which we are now inu- 
„ tually embarked."— (Appendix H.) 

and even fo late as the jift of October, 1798, the Count a 
boldly declares them to be a cl unify fabrication of the miniite- 
rial writers. The Engliih nation at large (houM know that 
thofe instructions were never doubted of by any well informed 
person, from the firft feizure of them by Lord Cawdor in Fe- 
bruary} 1 797 » that they were depofited at the Secretary of 
State's office ; that they are alluded to in the report made the 
9th of May, 1798, by the Houfe of Commons On ths treAtme?it 
efprifhners of 'war, and are publifhed in the Appendix (A. 
No. AC. J to that report. When the reader is informed that 
an office is eftablifhed, Rue du Bacq, for the delireiy of the 
Couai er at Paris, that it is ltronojy recommended by a crea- 
ture of the Directory, in one of their periodica! papers, while 
alt other Engliih papers, but one, are profcrit>ed, his furprize 
will ceafe, as it is natural to expect that fonie return mulf be 
made to the Directory by the editor of this paper ior io maik- 
•d a fa? or, though it were at the expenfc ot truth* 
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The Inftru&ions proceed : a The expedition under 
w Colonel Tate has in view three principal objeds ; tht 
u firft is, if poffible, to raife an infurre&ion in the coun- 
M try ; the fecond is, to interrupt and embarrafs the cam* 
•* merce of the enemy ; and the third, to prepare and feci- 
u litate the way for a defcent,by diftra&ing the attention 
w of the Englifh government. 

u In all countries the poor are the clafs moft prone to 
* infurre&ion ; and this difpofition is to he cherijbed by 
a diftributing money and drink ; by INVEIGHING againft 
u the government, as the cause of the public dis- 
%i trlss ; by recommending and facilitating a rifing, to 
c< plunder the public ftores and magazines, and the pro- 
w perty of the rich, whofe affluence is the natural fubjed 
c< of envy to the poor." By fuch means a numbers of 
" artizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
u even malefactors," were to be attracted and " formed 
u into new companies under the command of French of- 
u ficers. 

tt The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be 
a interrupted by breaking down bridges, cutting off dykes, 
tt and ruining caufeways, which is, at the fame time, es-r 
w fentially ncceffary for the preservation of the army; by 
<c plundering all convoys of fubfiftence, the public ftages 
tf and waggons, and even private carriages; the cutting 
u off the fupplies of provisions from the principal towns, 
a burning all veflels and boats in the rivers and canaJs t 
a deftroying magazines, fetting fire to docks and coal- 
« yards, rope-walks, great manufactories, ore. &c. It is 
" to be obferved likewife, that by thefe means a crowd of 
w artizans will be thrown out of employ^ and of courfe 
u be ready to embark in any meafure which holds out to 
* them fubfiftence and plunder without labor or fatigue.** 
To be fure, the poor, the workmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moft profligate race ; but Hoche, it is to 
be remembered, fpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deftruclion of manufacturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret foci- 
eties had prepared them for iuch horrid deeds in France ; 
and Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchefler, appear to 
have been the firft objects of the patriotic labors of the 
fecret foe ie ties in England. 

tt Sublicence is to be ieized wherever it can be found; 
*' if any town or village refufe to fupply it at the moment, 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



• HISTORICAL PART. 597 

H it is to be given up to immediate pillage ; your fbldiers 
tt are to carry with them nothing but their arms; they 
u will find every where clothes, linen, and Jhoes ; the in- 
u habitants mujt fupply your wants, and the feats of the 
" gentry are to be your magazines. Wherever die le- 
" gion, or any of its columns, is ported, if the neighboring 
u parilhes do not give inflant notice of the approach of the 
<c enemy by ringing bells, or other wife, they are to begiv- 

a en Up TO FIRE AND SWORD. 

<l With boldnefs and intelligence combined, you may. 
cc eafily poflefs yourfelf of Chejler or Liverpool, which 
u you wili ruin by burning the magazines, and filling up 
€C the ports , or at ieait you will cut off all communication 
u between thofe cities and the interior. — In order to 
a fpread the confternation and aftoniftiment as widely as 
a poflible, after the deftruftion of Liverpool, (for this' 
u point is capital), you muft follow your blow, aud feize 
M upon fome (mall town or fea-port on that coaft, which 
* you will lay under contribution." Was it (I would 
afk) to prepare the town of Liverpool for fuch a fate that 
(o early as 1792, fome of its inhabitants entered into a di— 
reft correfpoiidence with the London focietie9 that were 
at that time addreffing the Jacobins of Paris and hailing 
them as brothers? Did they then conceive, that within 
the fpace of fix years an addrefs would be fent to invite 
thofe Jacobins into England, bearing fuch inftruftions as 
are now laid before the reader? — During this timeHoche, 
in perfon was fuppofed to be in Ireland; and my reader 
may eafily conceive, by thefe inftruftions, the horrors that 
he woujd have committed himfelf, had he fucceeded in his 
attempt at Bantry-Bay. Two other French parties were 
to have been afting in concert with Tate, in all probabi* 
lity with fimilar inltruftions,in Yorkfhire, Durham, and 
Northumberland; and without doubt thefe parties, if fuc- 
cefsful, would have as radically rt formed the constitution 
as could have been defired by that afibciation at Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne, which wrote, on the 24th of April, 1794, 
to inform the London Correfponding Society how cun* 
ningly they met every week, tt admitting none but known 
c< friends, and aflummg no name but that of newspa- 
* 4 PER-companies." News indeed ! their town burnt, 
their port destroyed — Great news — bloody news for the 
friends. Should they, however, not have been the firft 
objeft of the rapacity of the implacable enemy, and, learn* 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



jpf ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 

ing by the example of Briftoi, have conceived hopes of 
preferring their town, by petitioning his majefty for a 
military force, would they (I make bold to afk) patriotic 
cally finifll their petition, by « Farewell, hoping the HY- 
" DRA OF TYRANNY AND IMPOSITION Jball fan fall 
* liwfer thi QUILLOTINE OP TRUTH AN© REASON ! !" 

Let them learn before it is too late.— (vfp/naji*, H. p. 
121}. 

in February laft, the United Britifli were {wearing i» 
profelytes in the Borough ; and thefe feducers would have 
continued their feditious pra&ices, had they not been pus 
to flight by the magiftrates of Union- hall; and John Cor- 
aaick, in his declaration of July, 1798, ftated, that "ho 
«* knows there is an agent for the United Britifli refident 
tt in Paris, and that there are agents both for the United 
" Britifli and Irifb refident at Hamburg/'— (Irijb jff> 
tf*. XXXI I-)— Thus are we led to July, 179?, by au- 
thentic documents, which will be more than enough to 
Convince the moft obftinate fceptick, that this confpuiog 
♦Sec* is ever active and vigilant to betray its countrymen 
into the hands of the moft implacable of enemies. 

Would to God that every Enelifnman would reflect 
on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how clearly 
flight he perceive their twofold object— of overturning 
a conftLtutton that has led England to the fummit of glo- 
ry and prosperity; and of erecting a power, on hloodihed, 
rapine, and the neglect of every focial duty. On the one 
fide, we fee the Rights of man, Equality and Liberty, fef 
forth by thefe tnf&dious teachers, to prove to the induitri* 
00s laboror and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to fee the inhabitants of the earth diftinguifh*. 
ed into clafies Aibordinate to different ranks and fubjetr. 
to Superiors \ that were thefe diftin&ions of monopolizers 
once broken! the people would be then repoflefled of their, 
impreicriptible rights j that tyrannical laws would no 
longer reprefe the glorious zeal for the welfare of man- 
kimi, and defpoticaUy condemn thofe real patriots^ the 
fi Lnds of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
exiitiog governments are reprefented as an infringement 
of the rights of the peoplej the magiitrates atid military 
as agents of defpotifm; the clergy as importers. On the 
other iide, to eifabiilh the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societies, any number of pcrfons being rendered difcon- 
tented by bearing the perpetual declamations of thole /►*- 
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Stical tihrtineS) an oath of fecrecy and anion is tendered 
to them; their curiofity and cnthufiafm is next worked 
upon by the hopes of fecrets of high importance; they 
make profdytes ; their affemblies loon become too nu* 
merous; it is hinted that it would be dangerous, under 4 
the exifting circumftances, to meet in fuch numbers; it 
is proposed and agreed that they fbould divide, by tens fat 
example; that, in order to eftablifh a fort of fubordina- 
tton, each fociety mould choofe a delegate ; then the ten 
delegates depute one of theirs to a higher degree; fo from 
degree to decree we rife to the Grand and Regulating 
Committee. One would think they had forgotten their 
declamations againft rank and Superiors. The leaft breach 
of fecrecy i* to be puniihed by poifon or the dagger. Dis* 
obedience is feverely puniihed ; and when we look to the 
Jacobin oath we find that neither Father^Mother^FriemL^ 
Kelation^ nor even Mijirefs^ are to be fpared, when the 
good of the caufe is in queihon. Is it that a few rebels, 
ftyiing themfelves a Secret Committee, may in conjuno 
tion with the moft inveterate enemies of thefe kingdoms 
plunder and defpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Englifh- 
men will hearken to thefe feducers ? bhall a few frantic 
Jacobins, becaufe they are arrived at the fummit of the. 
pyramid, there to receive the loath fome fumes of blafphc- 
my and rebellion, lord it over a nation that can boaft of A 
Sovereign whofe virtues and paternal affe&ion have rather 
made him the father than the ruler of the nation;-— of a 
Houfe of Lords, defcribed even, by the Jacobin Lacroix, 
" as precious to the nation, becaufe it is a rampart of its 
u liberties,"— of a Houfe of Commons ever watchful of 
the real rights of the people, in fpite of the declamations 
of the Brotherhood to reprefent it as the contrary;* over 

• Few people would fufpeel, that the debates in Parliament 
could ever be converted into a tool for the propagation of the 
views of the Correfponding Society. The following letter, 
however, will (how how carefully our anceftors had fore fee n 
every danger, when they ordained that the debates (hould be 
kept fecret ; it will alfo ferve to explain the vehemence of ma- 
ny, on the occafion of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and tickiilh importance, fuch, 
for example, as the Irifti bufinefs. This letter from the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society ( Appendix E. March 4, 1793) is 
Written to a fociety at Sheffield : " With regard to petitioning 
" Parliament, we are unanimous in the opiniou, that fuch a 
" petition will not produce a reform ; yet, from many confi- 
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a nation, in fliort, that can boaft of Laws which, formed 
by the mutual confent of King, Lords, and Commons, 
have led it to unparalleled glory, profperity, and riches ? 
Is it to men who have been feated on juries, who have 
attended the public courts of juftice, that thefe feducers 
{hall hold foith on the mal-adminiftration of juftice? Shall 
a loyal army and victorious navy be repreiented as the 
agents of defpotifm and tyranny, becaufe they wilJ not 
murder their officers and defert to the enemy? — No, En- 
glishmen j fuch efforts {hall ever meet with the contempt 
they deferve ; union, honefty, and loyalty, fhall lead us 
to victory; and* ever mindful of our duties to God and 
man, we may bid defiance to the malignity of our inter- 
nal, and the rapacity of our external foes* 

So be it f 

" derations, we are now perfuaded, that if every fociety io the 
44 illand would fend forward a petition, we fhould ultimately 
•' pain ground ; for as much as it ivilt force the prefent mem' 
u hers of tbefenate rtfeatedU to difcufs tbefubjctl ; and tkeir 
€€ deliberations, printed in the different nrwfpapers* will moft 
" naturally awaken the pub tie mind tonvards the objc£l of our 
V purfuit ; the nation once informed that a reform in Parlia- 
4< mem is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to de- 
" hates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
" every rank to be wanting, nviii begin to exercife its onvn rea- 
u /on on the fubj eel (probably, as we have feen five or fix roe- 
•' chanics of Sheffield doing). Arrived at that period, we pre- 
u fume that our bufinefs will be nearly accomplimcd." 



END OF THE FOURTH AND LAST PART. 
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